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INDIA AND HUMAN
RIGHTS

The anticipated “war™ between
India and Sri Lanka at Geneva
mthe UN  commission on Human
rights did not after all take
place. But the spirited defence
made by the leader of the Sri
Lankan delegation, H.W. Jaya-
wardene Q. C. and his invitation to
members of the Commission to
visit this country reflected the
Lovernment's  anxious concern
aver the international pressure
that has been building up steadily
on this issue,

The most telling evidence of
this pressure was the official
human rights report of the US
State Department to the Congress
and the visit of Dame Judith
Hart, both authoritative voices
recognised by Sri Lanka ay
sympathetic and eoncerned friends
rather than biassed critics. The
average Sri Lankan is disturbed
by eriticism because he believes,
and rightly, that it affects the
moral prestize of fhis Couptry
abroad. What he does not reafise.
at least not fully, iz that the
thuman rights’ issue has become
a policy question,

Under the Carter administration
human rights was institutionalised
through Congressional action on
U.S. aid. Hence the State Depart-
ment’s annual report. Before Mar-
cos fell, ane of the pressure moves
of the US Senate was a bi-par-
tisan proposal to ecut off all
economic and military aid.

It is this aid-human rights
equation that operates in  most
donor countries, from Canada to
the Nordic. from Western Europe
to Australia. And Sri Lanka s
heavily aid-dependent.

ALL-INDIA RADIO

India did not sponsor or Jind
asponsor fo iniroduce, a formal
resolution on Sri Lanka. Thus
Sri Lanka did not have to consider
the question of a retaliatory
response,

However, professional Tndia-
watchers, both in government and
the pro—government media, pricked
up their ears when All-Tndia

radio had two items on Sri Lanka
in the morning bulletin of the
7th,  The lead item was af'
course the Indian governmeng
Note which Mr. Bhandari handed
aver to  High Commissioner
Bernard Tillekeratna,

The second item was based
ot e protest—cum-appeal, siened
by the general secretaries of the
Sfour  Opposition parties,  the
Buddhist and Christian clergy,
several MP's etc, on the use of
the PTA and Emergency regula-
tions to detain Sinhalese oppo-
sition aetivists. (The issue was
faken up by Amnesty Interna.
tional which was cited By the
State Dept. report).

This. was the first time in
years that ANl India radio, a
more “official® voice than PTT
had taken up a human rights
issue involving the majority
Sinhalese,

Colombo-based diplomats alvo
noted that the Indian note referred
e “minority communities” not.
Just the Tamil minority.

DOCTORS TO DONS

First the docs, then the dental
surgeons. And now the dons,
One of the recent items in this
column was titled ‘the reyolt of
the professionals’. Is it the first
sign of a larger revols cy’f:the
intelligentsia?

(Continwed on paga [T}
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CAN SIRIMA DO
AN AQUINO?

Can Sirima do an Aquina? asks
Mervyn de Silva, our astutest politl-
cal journalist (L.G. | March 1986).
The potency of this question derives
from the extreme readiness of
the human mind to be conyinced
by analogical argument. How else
can  one explain the Incredible
ease with which otherwise incelli-
gent people become convinced of
highly improbable things?

An analogy, of course, s the
assertion that things which resembie
each other in some respects will
resemble each other in some fur-
ther respect. Reduced to its bare
bones, the hope that Sirima ean
do an Aquino. is based on the
faith that because Sirima has certain
characteristics which belong to
Aguino, she must have certain
other characteristics which also
belong to Aquino.

But, of course, there are pitfalls
In analogy. Every analogy must
break down at some point because
to say that things are similar |s
not-to imply that they are jden-

tical. A whale is like a fish in

the shape of jts body. Also, a

whale is like a fish in that |t
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lives In water. MNevertheless, a
whale Is not a fish; it is a mammal.

Like Aquino, Sirima's principal
qualification for her role Iinhistory Is
that she Is the widow of a political
martyr. Like Aquino, Sirima was
just a fertile housewife before she
assumed the top political jobin her
country. Like Agquino, Sirima had
only a few weeks of political experl-
ence before she began to wield
power. Like Agquino, Sirima came
from a family which belonged to the
political and economic oligarchy of
her country. Like Agquino, Sirima
attended a private school run by
Roman Catholic nuns. Like Aquino,
Sirima by professing to preserve "'the
essence of free enterprise,’’ is making
herself highly acceptable to the capl-
talist world. Like Aquino, Sirima
became the ruler of her country,
thanks to the chain of emotions
generated by the martyrdom of her
husband, Finally, as with Aquino,
so with Sirima, the price of her
fame was the murder of her husband.

For all these similarities, there
are also vital differences between
the two women.

First: unlike Sirlma, Aquino who
has earned a degree in French and
Mathematics, has a cultivated intel-
ligence.

Second: unlike Sirima, who will
be well over three score years
and ten at the time of the next
scheduled presidential  election,
Aquino fought her battle as a
vigorous, healthy, erect, light—
footed, politically fresh waoman of 53.

Third: unlike Sirima, who even
at the zenith of her vicarious appeal
was unable or unwilling to fight
even a peaceful election in July
1960. Aquino began her political
career by pitting herself against
Marcos, knowling full well that
Marcos had, as she sald, great
experlence in *‘cheating, stealing,
lying (and) assassinating political
opponents.’’

Fourth: unlike Sirima, who when
faced with Marcos-type thuggery
and intimidation on her homeground
at Attanagalla during the referen-
dum In 1982, reacted only by
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ignominiously withdrawing her pol-
ling observers and writing a lecter
to her principal political opponent
(Hansard Volume 21, Ma. 18, Decem-
ber 1982) Aquino took to the
streets against tyranny.

Fifth: unfike Sirima's present rump
SLFP which is packed with self-
seeking, back-biting, throat-cutting,
double-crossing, effete mediocrities,
Aquino derived her support from
millions of self-sacrificing, vlgorous,
Idealistic, young people who were
ready to fight for her and If
necessary, to die for her.

Sixth: unlike Sirima, Agquino had
a realistic appreciation of the
value of committed and militant
activists, without whom no battle
against authoritarianism and social

injustice could be successfully
fought.
So: Can Sirima do an Aquino!?

Surely If one has even the ghost
of a sense of the absurd, one
must burst out Iaughing at the
mere thought of dog-tired Sirima
at the fag-end of her career
doing an Aquino!

Hegel, it is true, believed that
important personages in history
occur, as it were, twice. As
Karl Marx pointed out, however,
whenever that occurs, the first
time It occurs as tragedy, the
second time as farce. And |if
the same personage is involved
on both occasions, the result must
inevitably be a tragic farce. Perish
the thought.

Carlo Fonseka
Colombe

Mervyn de Silva writes:

| did not ask *Can Sirima do
an Aquino?’ My question read:
«Can Mrs. B, follow their path?",
meaning the path taken by Cory
Aquino, the Bhuttos (widow and
daughter) Mujib’s daughter and
Ziaur Rahman's widow, and WVin-
nie Mandela, who is no widow.
In asking this question it was my
intention to ralse the Important
jssue of extra-parliamentary acti-
vism in a ‘‘closed system' — what
Cardinal Sin called ‘the parliament
of the streets’.

To the question on the L, G.
covar *Can Sirima do an Aquino ",
Prof. Carlo Fonseka. has given 2
categorical *No' with  several
smarcly argued reasons to support
his reply. Like Karl, Carlo knows

all the answers. He gets full
marks.
& £ &

The Eall of Marcos
and the Shah of Iran

History, it is said, never repeats
itself and this is true enough Iin
the real sense. Events, however,
sometimes do unfold with a remar-
kable resemblance to historic pre-
cedent, In this latter sense, the
fall of Ferdinand Marcos seemed
to follow the scenario scripted by
history for the ignominious exit of
the last Shah of lran.

Both men were ruthless tyrants,
who sought to defend their despotic
and corrupt regimes against the
asplrations of their peoples with
unvarnished repression, terror, as-
sassination and torture. Both en-
joyed the patronage of successive
administrations in the United States,
which described them as *true
friends and reliable allies™ and
viewed them as rocks of stability
against ““communist subyersion”. In
the event, the rocks were found
to be resting on shifting sands and
were swept, away, not by commu-
nist subversion, but by the Indo-
mitable will of the people.

In the last days of their rule,
both cowered timorously In thelr
palaces, surrounded by loyal guards,
desperately trying to cling en to
the fast vanishing threads of power.

Outside, the people poured into
the streets in hundreds of thousands
and with gathering momentum, the
armed forces went over to their
side.

To complete the similarities, each
sought to create 2 legendary back-
ground for himself, founded on
myth. But the legends and the
myths on which they were built
melced in the harsh glare of reality.

(Continued on page 24)



DELHI ENTERS THE

FINAL PHASE

Mervyn de Silva

High Commissioner, Bernard
Tillekeratne, our man in
Delhi who was here last month
is back in Colombo, So is Sri
Lanka's Deputy high commis-
sioner in Madras, Mr. Jayakody
who spends even more time
travelling back — and forth, Mad-
ras-Colombo. By an interesting
coincidence the Indian High
- Commissioner in Colombo, Mr.
Dixit flew back from Delhi in
the same plane as his Sri
Lankan counterpart.

These comings-and-goings, in-
terpersed at both ends by top-
level consultations and confiden-
tial exchanges, have marked an
unusually eventful three weeks
that began with the Rajya Sabha
debate on Feb. 25 (See :An
Indian consensus?’) and ended
with the Sri Lankan reply to
the Indian reply to the Sri
Lankan note of March 1, itself
a reply to External Affairs Minis-
ter Bhapat’s statement and re-

marks in the parliamentary
debate.
While the public impression

here is of an ill-tempered slang-
ing match, it would be a serious
mistake to conclude that it is
only a war of words. At least
on the Indian side, it follows
what the LG reported exclusi-
vel}r_in its Feb. 15 issue as a
“major policy review' on Sri
Lanka by India’s highest policy
-making body, the Political Affairs
Committec of the Cabinet, It
is on our side of the Palk
Straits that the statements, the
debates, the formal replies and
other high-level responses show
the signs of a purely re-active
diplomacy and ad hoc assess-
ments and  instant-judgments:
decidedly mot the ~ measured
expression of a carefully consi-
dered, concerted policy.

In talking to Delhi, Colombo
appears to have only onec serious

argument, If only Delhi, says
Colombo, ecracks down hard on
the Madras—based ‘eelamists’ and
the flow of men and material
from Tamilnadu stops, then the
level of violence will be steadily
and greatly reduced. This, by
itself, will create the conditions
conducive to a more productive
round of negotiations on a poli-
tical settlement, which in our
view the TULF undermined by
not addressing itself seriously to
that basic need.

The rest is *“polemics”, and
India in its latest note, has said
just that somewhat haughtily.

Precisely because the Indian
responses at each stage seem more
clearly the product of patient
study and calculation, the Indian
approach invites — and merits —
close analysis,

In the first instance, the March
6 note, while ignoring Colombo’s
charge of “logistical training and
operational base facilities” (its
only reaction iz a dismissive
*baseless allegations’), raises the
findamental question of credi-
bility. Is Sri Lanka really com-
mitted to a “political settlement",
The Indian view is stated with
a surprising bluntness and asperity:

“The military actions of the
Government of Sri Lanka and
repeated statements by the lea-
dership of the country in regard
to seeking a military solution,
suggests that the assertion of the
Sri Lankan government that it
seeks the cooperation and assis-
tance of the Indian government
in resolving the crisis which
besets them, can only be regarded
45 an exercise to camouflage

‘its real motivations'’. The word

“alibi’ is also used.

This in my opinion is the most
crucial paragraph in  the Indian
statement,

BACKGROUND

Next in importance is the refe-
rence to the security forces and
the clever use of the phrase ‘out
of terror’ in describing why India
has been forced to bear ‘the
heavy burden’ of 125,000 refugees.
Any student of international law,
UN principles and resolutions,

and the diplomatic experience
dccumulated from a series of
crisis-situations where govern-

ments have invoked the principle
of ‘humanitarian intervention®, will
recognise its implications.

1t is well konown that more
than 125,000 Sri Lankan nationals,
who have been compelled to flee
their homes out of terror at the
repeated, indiscriminate and brutal
actions of the Sri Lankan security
forces have had to take refuge on
India’s soil. Despite the continu-
ing influx of refugees, which has
thrown a heavy burden, on India,
the government of India has acted
with restraint and  attempted to
maintain the traditional cordiality
and cooperation in bilateral rela-
tions, The tone and contents of
the Sri Lankan note do not reflect
any reciprocations of this attempt”,

I am not in anyway suggesting
that the option I mentioned will
in fact be taken, but the diplo-
matic groundwork for such an

-option, if circumstances require

its use, should be evident to
any professional diplomat or
student of international politics.
Having underlined the fact of an
absence of “reciprocation”, the
Indian Note then goes on to define
its own commitment again with
a remarkable tact and precision
of language. It re-iterates its
commitment to assist Sri Lanka
in the resolution of the crisis
through a settlement which would
enable the minority communities
in Sri Lanka to obtain their
legitimate aspirations.™

(Continued on page 4)



Rajya Sabha debate on Feb. 25

An Indian Consensus ?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: Mr. Deputy
Chairman, Sir, | am grateful to
all the honourable members,

particularly to the first honourable
member, Mr. Bhandare, who raised
this guestion and to all the others
who Hhave participated in this
discussion today.

Slr, let me, at the outset, say
that | share their concern, and |
am one with the honourable
members and | share their serious
concern, grave concern, which they
have expressed over this on-going
tragic drama..,

Shri Thangabaalu:
but [t is a fact.

Shri B. R. Bhagat.... In Sri Lanka
where innocent ethnic Tamil's
condition are becoming everyday
worse and worse off. So, let me
assure them that there is ne
laxity or passivity on the part of
the government so far as this
question Is. concerned. We give
it the topmost priority. Although
I cannot use thesame flanguage...

Shri - Aladi Aruna Alias V. Aruna-
chalom: You please understand now.

Mot a drama,

Shri B. R. Bhagat: | have listened |

to you all patiently. So, kindly
listen. Although | cannot use the
same language which you used..,

Shei 5. W. Dhabe: Tell us what
you are going to do.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: This is a
common issue and there are no
two sides to this.

Shrl B. R. Bhagat (contd.) that
is why | am saying that | cannot
use the language that you haye
expressed. But certainly | can only
say that when you say that the
statement Is very mild, that the
stacement should have been, .

Shri Murasoli Maran: Like Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi you can say
that...(interruptions)

Shri B. R. Bagat: | can appreciate
your sentiments and emotions. But
you should also see that this s
not your private problem or it
is not a problem of one section
of the country. | appreciate the
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Heon. Member who sald that they
are not one section of the popu-
lation, they are Indians, meaning
thereby that the whole country
Is exercised. All sections are exer-
cised, oyer this matter. And when
| say" all members, let us take
it that It js not a question of
Tamil Nadu. It is not a question
of one section of the population
in the country, it is a question
of the entire country.

NDW. EKPFESHHE concern over
this the very first sentence of my
statement says:

“Goveroment is gravely con-
cerned over the crisis In Sri
Lanka..."

Then, about the properties and
lives lost, we have said:

“The most serlous and discres-
sing result of the continuing
crisis Is the cycle of violence
which has taken a heavy toll
of the lives and property of
innocent Sri Lankan civilians.”

| have a stronger statement...
{interruptions)
Some Hon. Members: We do not
want a stronger statement. We
want action. (Interruptions)

Shri R. Mohonarangam: Statement
alone is not sufficient. VWhat about
the action ?

Shri- B. R. Bhagat: | am coming
to that.

Shri Aruna Aladi Allas V. Aruna-

chalam (Tomil Nadu): You have
disclosed the state of affairs.
Shri B. R. Bhagat: | am in the

hands of the House, Do they want
me to answer the points that
they have raised? The first point
they made that the statemenc s
very dissappointing, the statement

is wesk. | am answering that
point. Actlons | will come to
later. Let us agree that the crisis

Is grave, serlous and it is con-
tinuing crisis. It has taken a heavy
toll of lives and property, and it
is & very rtragic situation.

Delhi . .,
(Continued from page 3)

While. the use of the plural
(“communities’’) could be an
answer Lo the Sri Lankan charge
that India’s concern is exclusively
focussed on one minority com-
munity (the Tamils, not the Mus-
lims — the contentious issue, in
other words, of the racially mixed
eastern province) it is the Indian
conception of the structure that
this settlement should ideally
possess which merits a closer
examination,

The Indian recommendation is
“an appropriate political frame-
work which keeps intact the unity
and territorial integrity of Sri
Lanka'".

Since federalism is anathema
to the vast majority of Sinhalese,
there is a fendency to regard
‘unity’ and ‘united’ as synonymous
with ‘unitary’, our own constitu-
tional structure. Of course this

is a simple case of semantic
confusion. All Sri Lankan state-
ments resort to the term ‘unitary’.
Such statements even suggest that
this is the common Sri Lankan-
Indian position, whereas since
August 12, 1983, when Mrs. Indira
Gandhi issued the first of her
statements on the post-July erisis,
the word wused is ‘unity’ ar
sunited’. At the back of this
two-track discussion is what Sena-
tor Kennedy calls the American
or Indian federal model or what
others call quasi-federal solutions.

T asked a wveteran Sri Lankan
diplomat how he would assess
the fast-moving developments of
the past fortnight or so. His
answer was most interesting. #If
you look back to July-August
1983 and Mrs. Gandhi’s initial
reaction to the influx of refugees
— she said at Bombay airport
that it was “unacceptable’” — then
these recent developments suggest
that Indian diplomacy vis-a—vis
our crisis is moving into the
final stage'.



Having sald that, sir, now |
come to the actions part. The
Prime Minister has a framework
of policy to build friendly relation-
ship with all our neighbours. This
is and of the points which has
been raised over and over again.
One Hon. member even said that
we have no good relations with
any of our neighbours. But |n
our foreign policy it is a very
high priority item that we are
trying to build up friendly and
good neighbourly relations,

Shri R. Mohanarangam: Even at the
cost of Indian lives ?

Shri B. R. Bagat: Please. In that
spirit. we said that we assist the
Sri Lankan government in bringing
about a peaceful solution of this
problem. This is the genesis of
the whole thing. An hon. member
criticised: you have not made any
progress. Rightly so. We think
the problem is there. It is far
worse today. The suggestion that
they imply is: What is the alter-
native 2 Well, we are engaged
in bringing about a peaceful solu-
tion to this preblem, and we are
not unaware of the negative trends
in Sri Lanka which adversely affect
rowards the solution. (interruptions)
Well, lec them make all the points
they want to make. | do not
want to be interrupted like this.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Don't inter-
rupt the minister,

Shri' B. R. Bhagat: Otherwise they
will say that | have not answered.
At the end of my reply, if there
are any points, | will answer.
But | beg of you not to disturb
me. My hon. friend has interrup-
ted. | have to recaprure it
(interruptions) It is a very sensi-
tive matter. |t affects the lives
of millions of our people, our
own kith and kin, who are living
there. The real difficulty was the
ambivalent and the evasive issues
in the minds of the Sri Lankan
authorities about this matter. You
have quoted many statements and
want to join issue with you in
this matter. |t appears to me
that while the Sri Lankan EOYErn-
ment were professing that they
want a political solution, they
were in their heart of hearts or
in accual fact, opting for a military
solution. This is the biggest diffi-
culty, We have been pointing it

out to them. When the ceasefire
was initiated, we said that befors
we pick up the threads of political
solution, the ceasefire must honestiy
be implemented, Thera should not
be a single case. Then they would
come and say that there is vjo-
lation from the militant side and
in order to meet it, there is
vielation from their side. This is
not a very categorical statement,
But this is wishy-washy and vacil-
lating statement. We have sajd
5o in this house and we have
told them at every point that
there are more violations from
the side of Sri Lankan security
forces and innocent people, civilians,
are being killed. You have asked
for numbers. We have given the
numbers.

Shri 5. W. Dhabe: We have asked
about the Indian fishermen being
killed.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: | will give you
that also. | am dealing with fisher-
men also. That is also a part
of the subject. You have given
different figures. Some says 7000
or 8000 have been killed even in
the statement, we have stated
that they have taken a heavy toll
of life and property. It is difficulc
to verify the exact number. The
various papers have published them.
We have been trying to verify
them. Sri Lankan Government, in
parliament and outside, have been
mzking different statements. We
have been trying to verify those
facts. You know the difficulties.
It is difficult to verify the number
of all those who have been killed
or the amount of property that
has been damaged. But | en
make this statement without Eny
fear of contradiction that the toll
of life has been substantial. Simi-
larly, the damage to property is
substantial. Recently, reports have
come that a much larger number
of people have been killed. These
people were working in the fields.
Even innocent people and workers

who were harvesting their crops
have been killed. This is a very
serlous matter. | used a partl-

cular expression. You can use a
different expression. | do not have
the opportunity of using the ex-
pression that you have been using.
It was said that there was an
element of genocide.

Shri Murasali Maran:
sida.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: You can say
$o. It is a way of saylng, there-
fore, the situation has deteriorated.
At one point we were saying
that let the ceasefire be observed
in totality. It has not only not
been observed, but now it has
come to a situation In  which
Sri Lankan security forces are
engaged in killing their own
innocent unarmed citizens. This
very serious situation, even the
Prime Minister has sald so. He said:
“To tackle or to deal with the
extremists is one thing. But to
indulge in indiscriminate kifling of
your own citizens, of your own
innocent people and unarmed people,
Is quite a different matter alto-
gether”. And we have come to
this stage now. We have con-
demned it. The whole house has
condemned it. It needs condem-
tion. A question was asked whe-
ther we are going to raise this
in the human rights commission
yes. Mr. Gurdial Sihgh Dhillon
Is the leader of the Indian dele-
gation and the Human Rights Commi-
ssion is meeting in Geneva. And
we have asked him to raise this
matter in_the Human Rights Com-
mission. This meeting is going on.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: He s going
to do it. But In that, you should
also know that quick solution is
not possible — you know UM
system — because the Sri Lankan
Government will have the right
to reply on these matters. But
the matter will be raised because
it Is question of human rights.
The difference with us who are
dealing with it is that Sri Lanka
iz not a part of India. It Is an
independent councry.

An Hon. Member: What 2
found statement ?

Shrl R. Mohanarangam: This is the
answer we get every time and
in the meantime the entire Tamil
race will be eliminated from there. ..

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Let him
finish.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: There were two
premises here. The first premise
was that this is an internal prob-
lem of Sri Lanka and any solution
has to come within the framework
of the unity and integrity of Sri

It is EENO-

pro-
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Lanka. This was the first premise
of the political solution. Secondly,
this matter eannat be solved through
a military solution. And it has
to be solved through a political
solution, Politically it has to be
through peaceful negotiations. So
far as we the government of India
are concerned, we have a absolutely
struck to the international beha-
viour, civilized behaviour and we
want to strengthen it and In no
way we want to compromise with
the unity or any other forces
which want to disintegrate Sri
Lanka. But on the other hand we
say, It more with sorrow and not
in condemnation that the Sri Lankan
government have not followed the
second premise that this Is a
political solution. It should be
done through negotiations around
the table and not through a mili-
tary solution. They have always
been tempted to go towards that.
And the result is that the situa-
tion has deterorated and it Is
worsening.

An Hon. Member: How are you
going to solve the problem?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: Therefore, the
action now. MNow the position is
that the time is fast running out.
We have no more time to lose,
The hon. members have expressed.
All of them have expressed that
we must solve this question and
we must do something. And we
have called our High Commissioner.
We are formulating our programme
of action. We are going te make
our position absolutely clear on
these things that firstly the Sri
Lankan government must enquire
or set up immediately In a manner
that it gives credibllity to the
people there an independent enquiry
into the killings that have taken
place. They seem to have repor-
tedly set up some military com-
mittee or something, That is not
going to create any confidence in
anybody’s mind., Therefore, imme-
diately they must enquire into
and find ocut what has happened
and take action on their military
personnel If they have misbehaved,
if they have acted grossly viclating
all the norms of behaviour of a
government or of a military con-
duct. So, this is the minimum
that they have to do because
every day the situation is dete-
riorating. There is no credibility

[

and there Is no confidence ameng
the peeple, ameng the Tamilian
groups and the leaders in the
Sri Lankan government. The mem-
bers here have also said that the
Srl Lankan government were saying
cne thing and doing another. They
were talking about a political
solution and preparing for a mili-
tary action. Members have raised
a question about President Zia's
visit there. The members have
asked why President Zia visiced

Sri Lanka. Mow you want me to
answer this. How can | answer
this question ? (interruptions) If

the President of Pakistan wants
to visit, how can | answer this
question ?

Shri B. R. Bhaogat: But what Is
important, | know what you
mean, fs the assistance that
they are getting. The 5ri Lankan

Govt. point is that they are
erting assistance. From where,
think we know. They have got

assistance for training their per-
sonne| from Pakistan er even the
hated Mossad, which is alse In-
volved, we are told. We have
got this news and some members
have also sald that the South
African regime s also [nvolved
there. The SLG's position is that
they want to deal -with the
terrorist activities. That is the
point you are making. If you
want to deal with the terrorist
activitles those people who are
engaged In violence and disruption
and killings, well that is one
thing. But if you have prepared
your military might to deal with
your own civilian people, unarmed
people, that s quite another
thing absolutely, There is no
doubt about it and therefore, In
the present situation the time s
fast running out. WWe still believe
that in this situatijon military
solution is no solution. It will
only aggravate the problem. It
will create untold sufferings for
the people of the country In SL
leself. Uou ask how many refugees
we have. We have now, at the
moment, more than |25 thousand
refugees who are living here. In
any political solution that is arri-
ved at, conditions must be created
so that not only no more refu-
gees come but every one of
them who have come here must
return to SL in safety and in

dignity. Ve cannot say that the
SLG cannot provide that climate
at the moment because the con-
flict Is going on in which a large
number of civilian casualties are
taking place and this is a condi-
tien in which more people are
coming away and you see thatin
order to protect our fishermen
we have taken our ships and our
navy Is there. | sald there are
two problems in this. Firstly, that
there is no attack on our fisher-
men in their legitimate duties of
fishing because it is the source
of their livelihood, as long as
they are in the Indian waters,
internal waters, and the second
question |s that we should prevent
intrusion either from their navy
or military boats or their fisher
men coming into. our waters and
this our navy and coast guards
are in a position to safeguard.
As you know, there Is no exact
demarcation on the waters as to
where the Indian line ends and
SL territory begins and there may
be inadvertent intrusions into the
SL waters and If they take action
as | sald before we have to deal
with this question in a humane
manner as we deal with such
intrusions, in a humane manner.
If it is a deliberate one, certainly
actlon has to be taken. VWe are
quite alert on this and we can
assure the hon. member on this
that we will safeguard the legl-
timate [nterests of zll our fisher
men who are pursuing their livell-
hood in Indian waters,

Finally, Sir, | would like to sa
that we are working on the TUL
proposal which was given. We are
working on it. And on the SL
earlier proposals we are trying
to narrow the gap between the
two positions, But meanwhile, at
the point when our Foreign Sec
was on the way to SL and he
had acrually reached Madras to
have ralks with the SLG, to have
a final round of talks sa as to
bridge the gap between two posi-
tions, the SL official position, =2
note, came on the TULF propo-
sals which we considered absolu-
tely negative.

They were not agresing to any
point. Therefore, on that point
we thought there was no use our
Foreign Sec going and talking to



the SL authorities and we called
him back. The position Is that
there are very clear elements of
2 political solution. SLG has again
sald that they believe in political
solution. | am one with the hon,
members that this matter cannot
g0 on drifting any further, We
must have a timeframe, a small
timeframe, a week or two weeks
or three weeks, or a month but
not more than a menth, In which
political solution has to be reached.
We cannot allow SLG to drag
their feet on this question. Ele-
ments of a political selution are
very clear that there should be
real political devolution,

Some hon members asked whe-
ther we are aware of security
threats from either the Trinco-
malee base or because of some
of the actions they are taking by
trying to shift away the eastern
provinces, Yes, we are cerrain.
That Is one of the normal legiti-
mate duty of the govt. SL 5 a
non-aligned country although we
are aware of certain facilities of

calling on to the ports by certain
ships belong to outside = powers
but we are not aware that they
have given away the base to any
outside power. They deny it. We
are saying that there is another
important element In the political
devolution. We want to know
content of the political devolution
in which law and order powers
must rest with the provincial as-
sembly, the councils, in order to
deal with the law and order so
that they are able to take care
of the safety and protection of
citizens in those areas: that is
very Important. The important thing
is land settlement. Some hon mem-
bers made this point that through
land settlement that is going in
during this period, an effort Is
being made to change demogra-
phic character of the eastern pro-
vinces by settling more Sinhala
population and drifting away Tamils
population. This should not be
done. This is very Important ques-
tion of land settlement and we
are aware of it and this takes
care of the population composition

of eastern provinces. As | said,
the provincial councils must haye
real decentralised powers and we
are glving concrete shape to I,
and this is the way to bridge the
gap between the SL position, and
since they have now expressed
their willingness to talk and dis-
cuss and finalise the position on
the TULF proposals. We want to
achieve a peaceful solution to the
problem within a small time-frame
We are discussing this position
at the moment. We are engaged
in it and we will made It known
before negotiations start. \We want
to make the content of the poli-
tical solution as considered reason-
able by us, also within a time
frame. These two points will be
communicated to SLG before the
negotiations start so that we bring

about a peaceful end to this
problem so that SL authorities
achieve peace and the Tamil popu-

lation can live with dignity and
with a secure future and stability,
peace Is restored in this region.
Thank you,
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Protest against wave of arrests

he general secretaries of the
SLFP, SLMP, LSSP and CP,
President of the Bar Association,

Mr. Nimal Senanayake PC, a
representative  section of  the
Buddhist and  Christian  clergy,

members of Parliament and leading
academics, artists and intellectuals
have signed a statement protesting
against the current wave of
arrests in the South and asking
it “to desist” from the use of
the PTA and emergency laws “to
persecute political epponents'’,

The statement says:

Through this repressive course,
the State is seeking to resolve
the mounting problems created
by its political and economic
policies,

Where the government is free
to arrest and detain persons without
the obligation which exists under
the normal law to produce them
before a courts, there js a graat
danger that these powers can be
used against members of opposition
parties and other organisations
which are viewed with disfavour by
the authorities so as to stamp
out legitimate democratic rights
of dissent and criticism.

We call upon progressive and
democratic orgnisations, political
parties and trade unions, students
and Intellectuals to exert pressure
on the government to compel it
to desist from the use of these
laws to persecute their political
opponents and, in connection with
these arrests, to act in confarmicy
with the normal process of law.

In the meantima, we call upon
the government to maka public
the names of all those arrested,

to give due access to families
and lawyers to ensure that they
are held in humane conditions

and free from harassment, physical
coercion, torture and death, We
also  urge that inquiries  and
investigations  are expeditiously
conducted and the detainees aither
released or produced befora the
Judiciary, under the normal law.

CONVYEMORS
Amarasir] Dadnngud:——HP, Charles
Abayselera, Gupasena Mahanama, Dr,
Kumarl Jayawardene, Premasicl Kema.
dasa, S, C. Punchihaeva, Sunjl Bastian,
¥ilaya Kumaratunge, Ven Wellawatro
Gnanabhiwamsa, Wen, Batapola Anoma-
dassi, Dayan Jayatileke, H. M. Fernando,
Dr. Mewton Gunasinghe, Redley Silva,
Sarath Hu:thetuwugamn—HP. Sunila
Abeysekera, Vijitha Gunaratne, Dr. Wil
lic Senanayake, Prof. Carla Fonzelca,
Dharmasana Pathiraja, layaratna Maliya-
goda, Prof. Osmund Jayaratne, Reggia
diriwardene,  Sumlchra Gunawardene,
Vasudeva Manayakkara, Vivienne Geona-
wardene, Sevaka Yohan Devananda,

Clergy —

Ven. Ampltiye Dhammak|ththi, Ven, D,
Sarananda, Ven. Chandrasiri, Ven.
Kavisigamuva Rewatha, Ven. Maduluawe
Sobhitha, Ven, Mavagamuwe Dhamma-
loka, Ven. R, Ratapapala, Rev. Shelton
#. de Sllva, Ven. Vararapola MNanda.
rathne, Ven. A. Gnanaratana, Yen. D.
Vangisara, Ven. Iththepana Dhama-
lankara, Rev. Kanneth Fernandao, Ven,
Mandawela Pannawansa, Rey. M. Rose,
Rev. 5. K. Perera, Ven. T. Gunasirl, ;
Ven. Vilegoda Ariyadeva, Ven. Banda.
Elriye Medananda, Ven, Haathigammana
Urarananda, Ven, Karambe Gunananda,
Ven, Ko Ananda, Ven. Mureththetuwe

Ananda, Ven, P. Dhammakithehi, Rev.
5 L, C. Knight, Ven. Thelwatte Magi=
tha, Ven. P. Siri Sangara, Rev. Pau|

Cazpersz.

Political Organisations —

A. M. Karunaratne (SLFF), Indrapala
Abeyweera (SLFP), K. P. Silva (SLEP), |
Maithripala Sirisena (SLFP}, P. M. Podi.
appuhamy  (Dasa. Vimukthi), Somasara
Dassanayake! (SLFF),  Thilaka Pinnadu-
wage [MEP), Anurudha Ratwatte (SLFP)
K. A, Wimalapala (MICP), Lakshman |

layakody MP (SLFP), M. Shanmugathasan
(CCP), Raja Kollure {SLCP), Sunil Parum-
pullachchi (SLFP), Dr. Wickremabahu
Karunaratne (M35P),  Ariya Bulegpoda
(SLFR), K. Thiranagama (NICP), M. Ha- |
leem lshak MP (SLFP), Bermard Soysa |
(LS5P), Richard Pathirana (SLFP), T.MN.
Perera (RMP), W. Disanayake (lanatha
Sangamayz), Wimal Redrigo (LSSP).

Trade Unlonists —

Alavi Moulana, B, Francis Perera,
Chandrasena Anamadu, G, H, Priyantha
Silva, L, B, ¥Vanigasekera, M. C. Piya-
dasa, P. Amaradivakara, Raja  Prema-
ratna, Ronnie Perera, 5. Sathiyapala,
W. L. D. Anton Marcus, Ariyadasa
layasekera, C, G. Punchiheva, D, =l |
Mallawarachchi, 1. A, K, Persra, L. W,
Panditha, M. Vidanage, P. G. Chan.
drasena, Ranjith Hecciarachchi, S, D
Karunaratne, Padmini Palliyaguru, K,
Ilangakoon, B. A, Arthur, C. Malla.
warachchi, G. D, Dahznayake, K. Baty- |

wantudawe, Les[ie Devendra, Mimal G.
Punchihewa, R. Abeywickrema, Robert
Perara, 5. Kalansooriya, V. L, Perera,
Wimalasiri de Mael,

Others —

A, M. Mavaratna Bandara, D. M.
Madunge, Dilip Rohanz, Gamini Amerse
sckera, Gaminl Yapa, H. A, Parera,
G. B, Kecrawella, Jayanath  Panditha-
rathne, L. B. Wanigasekera, Lakshman
Gunasekera, M. G, Karunadasa, Dr.
Manda layasinghe, P. Devarzj, P. Kula-
sekera, Dr. P. D, Kannangara, R, 5.
Canagarajah, Raja Wijetunge, Ronald

Abeysekera, Sepali Kottegoda,
Tara Coomaraswamy, Vasantha Wittach.
chi, T. C. Nimal Senanayake, Anita
Fernando, Chitra Fernanda, leffrey Abey-
sekera, Kuliyapitiya Prananda, MNelum
Gunasekera, Padmin| Weerasooriya, Sri-
yani Perera, Vasantha Somaratna, Anne
Abeysekera, Daya Missanka, Douglas
Sirlwardene, Gaminij Haththetuwegama,
Granyille Rodrige, H. A 1. Goanetlleke,
Janaka, Wimalaratne, layaweera Amers.
tunge, Karuna Perera, Leena Irene, Hapu.
thanthri, Manel Tampoe, Meelan Thiru,
chelvam, P. Sothinathan, Prins Rajasoo.

(Continued on page 12)

The “Foreign” craze
What Is the

man-in-the street

saying ?
First Citizen (proudly) : “5o,
now, suddas (whice men) are re-

pairing our roads !

Second Citizen (mora proudly}:
“Some more development and we
can get them to sweep the streats',

A major city undergreund repale
job may require foreign superyisors
but Hulftsdorp ? surely the [egal
prefession Is not only cver—crowded
but crowded with luminaries in each

branch of the [law. Why then

**foreign law firms"

A Bar Council committee com=
prising its President, Mr, Mimal
senanayake FC, Dr, H. W. laye-
wardene, past president, and Mr.

Senaka Wesraratne has now drawn
the line to recommend thar:

{2) No person who has not been
ecnrolled az ap attorney-at-law by
the Supreme Court can :pgear as a
lawyer in any court or tribunal or
board of Inquiry.

(b) Mo person wha has not been
enrolied can file pleadings or jssue
Letters of Demand ar write az'a
legal representative - of any client.

(c) Mo person who has not been
enrolled ‘can  interview or make
TEpresentations to any governmental
or semi-governmental zuthority,




A unified and unique
contribution through
diversification

The Browns Group of Companies cover almost every aspect
of trade, industrial and agricultural development in Sri Lanka.
With the accent on Group Progress through diversification and
specialisation, each Member of Associate Company is equipped
to provide services and goods of the highest standard. Yet the
Group, as a whole, is based on a concept of unified service,

which assures you of the overall benefits of its combined
TESOUTCES.

THE BROWNS GROUP OF COMPANIES

481, Darley Road, Colombo 10. P.O. Box 200, Tel. 597111

AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY, ENGINEERING, TRANSPORT,
TOURISM, EXPORTS, TRADE.

i0




Integration, not assimilation

The CWC has recently been
challenged to state its views
on integration. Our position was
set out many years ago and we
have repeated the same ever since.
The Ceylon Workers Congress is
for integration of the population
of the island to create s common
Sri Lanka nationality, as long as
its component parts like the
Tamils of recent Indian origin
are able to retain their social,
cultural, religious and linguistic
indentities. Integration yes, but
no assimilstion. This, we think,
is the only way that the ideal
of national unity in diversity can
be secured in a multi-racial,
multi-linguistic and multi-religi-
ous society such as we have in
Sri Lanka. It is for this reason
that we accepted the policies of
J. R, Jayawardena and the Cons-
titution of 1978 and have co-
operated with him and the
Government,

The Council, however, is of
the view that integration and the
building of amity, peace, national
reconciliation and unity cannot
be achieved without bringing the
Citizenship Laws still on the
Statute Book in line with the
Constitution. The
recognises only one nationality,
that of a citizen of Sri Lanka,
And there is therefore no need
to retain the special citizenship
laws enacted in the years 1948
to 1951. It is unfortunate that
many governmental authorities are
silll guided by these outdated
laws which divide citizens into
several categories., The time has
come, in the national interest, to

implement the Constitution pro- |

visions to recognise only one kind
of 5ri Lanka citizenship and
nationality. This will help to
eliminate separatist trends and
thinking.

The council also feels that for
national integration and unity,
it is essential that there should
be total political participation of
all people who have this country
for a home and are qualified to be
citizens. But there is bound to be
a time lag before a unifie system

Constitution |

of Citizenship Laws in consonance
with the Constitution can come
into operation and there is there-
fore need to have some interim
measure to ensure full participa-
tion of the people in local govern-
ment and national institutions.

As an interim measure we would
suggest that the Government
should consider placing on the
electoral lists all those who were
born in the island and have not
applied or opted for the citizen-
ship of any other country. With
the proportional representation
system now in vogue, fears about
pwamping by one group or another
will not arise,

1t is only when there is full
political participation of this kind
that it will be possible to form-
ulate national, provincial or
district plans and programmes

CwWC

to the national interest. It is
regretable that there are attempts
to formulate and implement plans
under various grandiose names like
a Plan for the Hill Country.
We will not accept any such
plan if it is drawn up without
our co-operation and our concur-
rence, especially when the plan
will only serve sectarian, segre-
gationist and divisive interests.

It is a pity that even after
so much has happened to bring
their country into the present
mess with such sharp communal
conflicts many people have not
learnt the lesson that stares
evergone in the face, The C.W.C.
will therefore oppose any plan
that will tend to divide and not
unite the country. The C.W.C.
wanfs integration without assimi-
lation to ensure national unity
and will oppose all plans and

that will be acceptable to the programmes that run counter
people and not be detrimental to this.
TRENDS
(Contnicd. o ogezty PISTOL-PACKING
At the moment, the issue is POLITICO
sirictly economic — in fact, no- Not a week passes without

thing less than the monthly pay
packer.

Recently the professors of the
Colombo  University’s  Science
FPaculty wallked out from the
lecture rooms and laboratories
and later decided to throw away
their  high-sounding titfles and
work sans designations. Their
main  demand — a 20% salary
hifce.

Why should highly qualified
Sri. Lankans who could earn
10 to 15 times their local salary
if they worked abroad, flaunt
a false status carrying title and
live on a salary little better than
that of a mid-level executive in
a private firm? Better renounce
the title than continue the pre-
tence. The cause is malerial;
the gesture is moral,

some pious platform sermon by
a prominent politician on  the
moral decline of our society and
the lawlessness and violence
which ravage this land of Ahimsa.
But between moralistic postures
and personal and collective conduct
the credibility gap keeps widening.
Every newspaper in this country
put on its frontpage the incident
in which a UNP politico pulled
out his revolver at the MPs
hostel and fired it at some lowly
official that had not attended to
his request for a phone eall.
The pistol has been taken hy
the police, and inquiries instituted,

But the number of incidents
invelving fop  politicians who
have taken the law into their

own: fands are countless,

No wonder an Oppasition MP
asked a UNPer when he rose
to speak the other day : “How's
Manilap?
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Sarachchandra on “Facing the truth”

Reading your journal, the arri-
val of which I look forward to
cagerly, has made me a sadder
but a wiser man. It is the
misfortune of the human being
that, although Truth is an ultimate
good, knowledge of the truth
does not always bring him hap-
piness. Ignorance is, often, bliss.
I wonder how many people in
the South realise the extent of
the sufferings that our brethren,
the Tamil people of this country,
have been undergoing for so long
and are undergoing at the present
moment. People to whom I have
spoken do not believe what I
say, Or they do not want to.
Their senses are dulled by the
sound of the tamashas around
them, the scores of the cricket
matches, the bailas broadcast by

the State radio and the Nandana
Vindana comedies on T. V. They
will not realise anything until
they are themselves touched by
this Evil that is stalking the
country.

But what 1 feel most difficult
to cope with is a feeling of utter
helplessness in the face of all
this. My friend Dr. Sivathamby

Protest against. ..

(Continued from poge 9)

riya, Jayatileke Kammallaweera, Radhika

Coomaraswamy, Hector Absywardana,
5. Pathmanathan, Serena Tennakoon,
V. Mandakumar, Prof. W. A. Wisva

Warnapala, Audrey Rebera, E, M. Bandara
Manike, Prof. K. Sivathamby, Kumudini
Samuel, Mimalka Fernando, Pacrick For-
nando, Sunanda Deshapriya, Vincent
Wijenayake, Dr. B. Gzjameragedara,
Desmond Malikarachchl, Edwin Kotha-
lawala, Gemini Samarangalla, Dr. Frank
Jayasinghe, H. 5. Bandara, Jani Silva,
K. Ananthanathan, Lal Perera, M. Sinna-
thamby, Dr. Malin de Silva, Mewton
Perera, M. Welmuruga, Melson Ediri-
weera, Prof. R. A. L. H. Gunawardene,
Raja Uswetikeiawa, Fohana L. Piyadasa,
5. Thillalnathan, T. S. Plyadasa, V. L.
Wirasinha, Y. Ranjith Amerasinghe,
B. M, Piyasena, E. W. Appuhamy, Kamla
Ranatunge, M. M. X. Sornabala, Nan-
dana Marasinghe, Sarath  Fernando,
5, Balakrishnan, Mimalz Balaratnam.
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said this?

asked me to make an appeal.
But to whom? And asking for
what? Merely to say, ““Stop this
senseless killing is not going to
be of any avail. How many people,
more important than I am, have
There must be some
formula for peace, and this can
be evolved in an atmosphere of
sanity. There is, obviously, no
sanity now The Security Forces
have lost their balance of mind,
Fear of unknown death-traps like
landmines and their own impo-
tence before the unseen enemy
have driven them lo this state.
The psychology that has gripped
them reminds us of the My-Lai
incident in the Vietnam war
where, in almost similar circums-
tances but on a larger scale
regular army units were fighting
guerillas. Your journal reminds
us of the incident, in May last
year, in which a soldier going
berserk, shot seyen Tamil people
dead. Now it is Kilinochehi,
and you have adduced incontro-
vertible evidence to show that it
15 not fabricated: the testimony
of a Tamil who was injured by
the gun-shots, and of a Sinhalese
who was an eye—witness.

I don’t presume to be able to
propose a solution. Either the
militants must lay down their
arms, as the President says, and
he will withdraw the Security
Forces, or the Security Forces
must be withdrawn and the mili=
tants must agree to lay down
their arms. Or, by agreement,
these two events must take place
simultaneously.

Of course, this is not easily
done;, as we saw from the fate
of the Thimpu talks. While I
write, the killing is taking place
in the mid-country as well, and
members of the Tamil community
as- well as Sinhalese are suffering,
and the economy may be badly hit.

I am raising my feeble voice
among thousands of others to say
that the Sinhalesé do not want
this war. We want to live in

peace and amity with the Tamils
and all other communities. There-
fore, let whoever has the power
to stop this war, stop it.

Let him not waver, let him
not procrastinate, let him take
the bold step that is needed, and
in the end the forces of good
and the forces of justice will be
on his side,

Sincerely,
Ediriwira Sarachchandra

{Courtesy — Saturday Review)
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Arms control and world peace

The importance of
interdependence

M. de S.

as Mr. Reagan remained too
Hhmg at the White House or
has Mr, Mikhail Gorbachev arrived
too early on the world scene?
If leading western Sovietologists
are right in detecting a genuinely
fresh approach and flexibility, and
a conspicuous absence of the
dogmatic and the doctrinaire in
Mr. Gorbachev’s policy statements
in this his first year in office,
then the familiar rigidities of
Reaganite conservatism and the US
leader’s world outlook, reinforced
by the fact of a *lame duck”
presidency reduce the chances of
compatibility and matching res-
ponse. Since it is the American
approach to history and politics
which places a greater emphasis
on the role of the individual
than on the “objective conditions”
stressed by the standard Soviet
view, it is the American analyst
who is likely to conclude regret-
fully in ten or fifteen years
time that this particular period
in Soviet American relations was
full of missed opportunities.

Not that Mr. Reagan has been
obstinately unresponsive to the
new Soviet leader’s path-breaking
initiatives on  the most vitally
important of bilateral (and global)
issues; nuclear arms agreement.
After Geneva, Mr. Reagan said
that the superpower dialogue was
“heading in the right direction™.

When Mr. Gorbachev made his
Jan. 15 offer, “We're grateful”
exulted the US President. Yet,
when Mr. Reagan made a counter-.
offer (the elimination of all
medium-range nuclear missiles
world wide in three years, with
two different ways to do so) the
Soviet Union found it pitifully
limited in comparison to Mr.
Gorbachev's plan to remove all
nuclear weapoms by 2000 A.D.

In an editorial titled “New
Soviet style in foreign policy”,
the Financial Times wrote:

“It has been clear, alnost since
the day Mikhail Gorbachey came
to power in the Kremlin that the
Soviet foreign policy machine had
moved into higher gear. What is
becoming clearer now is that it
is also becoming more imaginative
and constructive, and in some
respects, more conciliatory. The
Soviet Union has made the latest
and widest ranging of its recent
arms control proposals. This cen-
tres on a 15 year plan torid the
world of nuclear weapons, with
the big and by now constant Soviet
caveal that the US first drop the
space defence program. But sub-
sumed in it is an important con-
cession that the Soviet Union is
ready to take all its mediumrange
missiles out of Europe, if the US
does the same, while Britain and

France could keep their existing
nuclear arms but not modernise
them®',

Is the offer insincere, unrealistic,
frandulent? Mr. Rragan has only
to prove America’s greater com-
mitment to world peace and
detente by challenging the Soviet
position and putting the ecredi-
bility of the Soviet offer to the
severest tests? But that is unlikely,
even improbable. Why? In his
analysis of Mr. Gorbachev’s mam-
moth 45,000 word speech to the
CPSU congress, lan Davidson,
the noted British military and
foreign affairs analyst, sclected
three passages from that speech
as the most revealing of the new
Gorbachev approach. (See Box).

Onc of these excerpts refers
to the growing tendency of inter-
dependence of the countries of the
world community™.

*(This) isaworld full of hope. ..
But It is also a world cverloadad
with dangers and contradictions,
prempting the thought that perhaps
this is the most alarming pericd of
histary''.

“The course of history requires
ever more Insistently that thera
should be constructive and creative
interaction between states and peo-
ples on the scale of the entire
werld . .. Such interaction s essen-
tial in order to prevent nuclear
catastrophe, In order that civilisation,
should survive.

“The prevalling dialectics of pre-
sent-day development consists fn a
combination of competition and can-
frontation between the two systems
and In a growing tendency towards
interdapendence of the countries of
the waorld community. This is pre-
cisely the way, through the struggle
of opposites, through ardusus effore

Gorbachev speaks

Bloping in the dark to some extent,
A% it were, that the controversial
but interdependent and  In many
ways Integral world Is taking shape®.

Or again:

"To ensure security is increasingly
seen a3 a political problem, and it
can only be resolved by political
means , . . Meedless to say, we attach
considerable significance to the state
and character of the relations bet-
ween the Soviet Unlon and the
USA. Our countries have gquite a
few points of colneidence, and there
is the objective need to liva in
prace with each ather, to co-ope-
rate on a basis of aqualicy and
mutual benefit . .. The objective —
I' emphasise, objective — conditions
have taken shape in which confron-
tatlen between capitalism and socia-
lism can proceed only and exclu-
sively In forms of peaceful competi-
tlon and peaceful contest.'
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This clear headed, acceptence
of a basic fact of international
life known to every informed
student of world politics, comes,
let us remember, from the head
of what conventional western

thought defines as “an ideological

state™, i.e. socialism, as against
capitalism, pgenerally presented as
tdemocracy” rather in terms of
any ‘ism’.

In short, Mr. Gorbachev, the
leader of one superpower which
is also the citadel of one ‘ism’,
has unambiguously acknowledged
an empirical truth, interdepend-
ence, Translated into the accepied
idiom of military discourse, this

Does Mr. Reagan and his Ame-
rica (that is, the America which
evidently voted him to office to
honour his pledge to make Ame-
rica, Mo. 1) subscribe to these
opinions?

Star Wars

The former undersecretary of
the TUS Air Foree, Mr. Townsend
Hoopes is now a member of the
governing board of the American
Committe for National Security.

He wrote recently .that of all
the issues that the US would
have to face as a mnation, no

single decision is likely to be
more significant than ‘Star Wars'.

means the balance of power, To face up to the challenge he
strategic parity, mutual vulner- argued is also to recognise what
ability — the underpinning- of  he called ‘the fundamental exis-
‘detents’. tential condition of our age’. The
. ’ .
Reagan’s P. R. exercise
WASHINGTON  nuclear force (INF) offers, which

President Reagan has responded
to Soviet leader Mikhall Gorbachev's
lan. 15 arms—reduction offers by

proposing to eliminate all US and
Soviet Intermediate-range nuclear
weapons worldwide within  thres

years, but suggesting two differant
ways to do it,

Adminlstration  sources  sald en
Sunday that a letter from Reagan
ocutlining his- proposals has been
dispatched to Moszcow In time for
Gorbachev to receive it before the
opening of the Soviet communist
party congress on Tuesday,

Tha new US positions are cutlined
In general terms in the letter to
Gorbachev and conveyed In  greater
detail in new instructions sent over
the weekend to US negotlaters in
the Geneva Arms talks, officials said.

Reagan adnﬂlnd his pesitiens in
& mesting with top advisers aboard
air foree one returning from Gre-
nada en Thursday following lengthy
discussions within the administration
and’  week-long=consultations  with
US allies in Europe and Asia by
sonlor arms  advisers - Paul H. Uitz
and Edward L. Rewny.

Gorbachev's Jan, |5 offers,! which
called for eliminatien of all nucleap
weapons of all types by the end
of century, caught the administra-
tion by surprise. SRl 5| =voe £e
T While Reagan's immediatereaction
was positive, there was much inter-
nal debate about how te respond,
espaclally to the intermediate-range

seem to hold the promise of an
actual agreement within  coming
manths between the two nuclear
SUPETPOWErs.

Gorbachev's IMNF offer was taken
even more seriously. In Washington
after the Soviet leader told Sen.
Edward M., Kennedy, D-Mass. FEB. &,
that an agreement in this ared
could be made regardless of whether
there was any progress toward accord
on reducing strategic nuclear wea-
pons or banning an arms race In
outer space.

The Soviet |eader also told Ken-
nedy that his decision about whether
to come to Washington this June
or July for another summit meeting
with Reagan, as the United States
has. propesed would depend on
whether major progress could be
made in the meantime toward an
IMNF zgreement or a comprehensive
ban on nuclear weapons testing.

By calling for elimination of INF
missiles both In Europe and Asia
within three years, Reagan is out-
pacing Gurhz'c;ev's Jan. |5 proposzl

that US and Soviet intermediate-

range forces be eliminated from
Europe within the next flve to
eight years.

Officials said that by doing so,
the administracion hopes te regain
the public relations initiative, even
while proposing a phased process
of reductions that takes account of
unexpected|y strong misglvings ex-
pressed during the recent conzul-
tations by Wyestern Eurcpean allies
and Jlapan.

phrasing may be a little to airily
philosophical for the average
reader but what it actually repre-
sents is stated in the barest langu-
age. “The fact isthat Americans
and Russians will live together or

perish  together®. (Mr. Hoopes
does not spare a thought for
the wvast majority of mankind

who will have to face the same
holocaust despite their own total
lack of guilt in doomsday super-
power follies.

What stops Mr. Reagan and
like-minded policy makers and
their supportive legions of re-
cognising the “existential condi-
tion”? Mr. Hoopes offers us two
reasons; (a) a deep division in
the Reagan camp on the fact of
‘mutual yulnerability’ and (b) a
decp ambivalence in the American

psyche.

“By instinct and heritage” he
observes “the US is a pation of
‘can-do’ unilateralists, Historical
experience has made it difficolt
for Americans to accept the idea
of interdependence, and even more
difficult to cooperate with nations
whose political philosophy Ameri-
cans despise and whose power
they fear. Americans have pre-
ferred either to avoid them or
destroy them. The trouble is that
an attempt fto destroy the now
would very probably bring about
US destruction as  well™.

Mr. Reagan has had a remar-

kable string of successes in
terms of domestic opinion. He
has an almost miraculous gift

to recover from cvery blunder,
each local or international mis-
adventure, with his popularity
enhanced ! He js an ordinary
politician, a man of the people,
with few pretensions. Embolde-
ned by his triumphs, his self-
confidence is such that he feels
he ¢an do nothing wrong even
in a world he does not guite
comprehend. He is convinced
that his luck will hold. In any
case, the most popular president
since Eisenhower, is 2 simple-
minded man who is not ready
to leave the White House or
go down in History as the Ame-
rican who ‘surrendered’ to the

(Continued on page 20)



Part II

U. S. State Dept. on Human
Rights in Sri Lanka

e. Denial of Falr Public Trial

Generally speaking, an accused
person is entitled to a fair ctrial
in open court, is represented by
counsel of his choice, and is apprised
of the charges and evidence against
him. Accused persons tried in the
high court are proyided an attorney
If they need one, but no attorney
is provided by the Government
for defendants tried in other courts.

Although trial by jury is the
custom, juries are not provided
in trials under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act on the grounds that
Jury members could be intimidated.
Although the PTA has been In
effect since 1979' and hundreds of
people arrested under its terms,
there had been only three trials
under the act by mid-1985. Of
those detained under the PTA who
have been released, the large majo-
rity were held for a period of
months and then set free without
charges ever having been brought.
The most publicized case of the
trial of a PTA detainee, which began
in November 1984, involved Father
Aparnam Singaryar, who was arres-
ted in November 1982 and charged
with two offenses in February 1983.
His trial on the first charge, that
of with holding information from
the police in a bank robbery case,
was still under way at the end
of 1985,

The independence of the Judiciary
is constitutionally guaranteed. The
Chief lustice and all judges of the
Supreme Court, courts of appesl,
and high courts are appointed by
the President. The Chief lustice
and two Supreme Court judges
comprise a Judicial Service Com-
mission which appoints, transfers,
and dismisses all lower court judges.

The Judicial system in the north-
ern laffna Peninsula has virtually
ceased functioning due to intimida-
tion by the Tamil militants. For
mest of 1985, police in the area

have not performed their normal
law  enforcement actlyities and
Judges have tried only a few cases.

f. Arbitarary Interference with Pri-
vacy, Family,
respondence

The Government respacts indi-
vidual privacy and the sanctity of
the family and the home, and the
judiclary has a good record of
upholding rights to privacy in those
cases which reach a high court.
Ordinarily, search and arrest war-
rants are required In order to
enter private premisas, Under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act, how-
ever, police officers above a certain
rank and less senjor officars autho-
rized by them In writing may,
without a warrant, enter and search
any premises and sefze *any docu-
ment or thing" when there is a
presumption or evidence of support
for, or involvement with, unlawful
activity. Critics claim that police
and military personnel often enter
the homes of Tamils without cause.

Monitoring of telephones is not
known to be a common practice,
despite allegations by some critics
of the Government that it taps
their telephone lines.

Section 2 Respect for Civil
Rights, Including:

a. Freedom of Speech and Press

The Constitution guarantees 'free.
dom of speech and expression
Including publication,” but it also
permits these guarantees to he
restricted ‘“as may be prescribad
by law In the Interests of national
security.” Sri Lankans are generally
free to express their views in
private but may be prosecuted
under the emergency regulations
for making certain kinds of remarks
in public. Press censorship was in
effect for five months in 1985 on
articles relating to terrorist acti-
vities, security operations, and

Home, or Cor-.

communal matters. After formal
censorship was ended on luly 18,
the Government asked the media
to exercise restraint In publishing
information on security-related sub-
|ects, and a measure of self—censor-
ship was apparently practiced. In
Movember, restrictions were placed
on the publication of press reports
on the activities of the Ceasefire
Manitoring Committea,

The Government adopted on
March 31 a more restrictive policy
regarding Issuance of press creden-
tials to foreign correspondents.
Sri Lankan diplomatic missions were
authorized to review a correspon-
dent's past reporting or that of
his Journal for fairness and aceurac
before a visa and press credentlalz
were Issued. In practice, however,
many foreign journalists entered the
country in 1985 on tourist visas.

There also were some instances
in 1985 in which individuals were
prosecuted for their statements.
A Canadian citizen of Srl Lankan
descent, who was chairman of the
citizens committes  of the east
coast town of Kalmunal, was charged
In May with sedition for making
certain statements, principally re-
peating to a foreign journalist a
report he had given to the police
about an alleged atrocity by the
security forees. The Government
accused him of relaying rumors and
argued that it was [rrelevant whe-
ther rumors were true. One person,
arrested after distributing [eaflets
at a demonstration by university
students, was held for several
days, then released.

Although the Government con-
trols the country's largest news-
paper chain and owns the radio
and television services, a variecy
of independent newspapers and
journals provide a full range of
viewpoints on foreign policy and
most domestic matters. Many small
circulation periodicals published by
opposition political parties operate
in an unrestricted manner,
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Academic freedom s generally
respected. In Japuary 1985, the
parliament passed a bill amending
the Universities Act of [978. The
amendments, among other things,
provided for more government con-
trol over the selection of the
senlor university administrators, the
Vice chancellors. Critics charged
that the amendments undermined
the country’s system of free higher
education and restricted academic
freedom by unduly increasing gov-
ernment [nfluence. There were seve-
ral, sometimes violent, demons-
trations against the amendments In
February and March, The Govern-
ment respended by closing several
universities temporarily and arres-
ting or forcibly dispersing protestors
in some Instances. The Goyernment
also temporarily extended press
censorship to matters pertaining to
post secondary educatien.

b. Freedom of Peaceful

Assembly
dnd Association

The Constitution guarantees free-
dom of assembly and association
and the right to form and join
trade unions, Sri Lapka has an
abundance of private associations,
deyoted to the promotion of busi-
ness, professional, educational, reli-
glous, charitable, and humanitarian
causes, which are free to maintain
ties with international bodies.
However, there are a few restric-
tions on free assembly and asso-
ciation., One leftist political party,
the Janatha Vimukti Peramuna (1VP),
has been proscribed since [983.
Under the emergency regulations,
the President (or his designee) is
empowered to prohibit public meet-
ings which would be “likely to
cause a disturbance to public order
or promote disaffection."

In practice, the police issue
permits for outdoor, public meet-
ings or processions and special
permission s required for use ofa
loudspeaker, The question of whe-
ther to issue a permit is left to
the discretion of the superintendent
or assistant superintenpent of an
area, who may refuse a permit
if he anticipates a breach of peace;
in 1985 the practice of Issuing
permits sometimes appeared [ncon-
sistent. For example, one group

I&

advocating a  peaceful sattlement
to Sri Lanka's communal conflice
had several requests for demons-
tration permits denied. In contrast,
a group of political and religious
leaders opposed to continuation of
the peace talks with Tamils recaived
a permit for a public meeting.

Worker rights are recognized
and protected by law. Any seven
worlers may form a unlon, draw
up their own procedures, elect
their own representatives, and
formulate programs. YWorkers are
expressly granted the right to
bargain collectively. VYhen workers
and employers are not able to
resolye a dispute, there is an
arbitration system which Involves
Labor Department officers. These
officers are stationed throughout
the country to assure that
employers fulfill their legal and
contractual obligations to workers
and to be available for arbitratian
in minor local disputes.

Excepting public seryice emplo-
yees, workers are free to strike
in Sri Lanka and have done so
frequently. Under the emergency
regulations, the President may
declare any business to be an
essential service, making a strike
illegal, During 1985, the Government
used this power to terminate
strikes or other job actions several

times. In the case of public
service employees as well as
workers in *essential services,"

the Government generally agreed
to discuss grievances with a labor
representative. A group of the
8,000 workers who were fired
during a strike In 1980 brought
a complaint against the Government
in 1983 before the International
Labor Organization Committee on
Freedom of Association. In its
session of May-lune 1985, the
committee urged the 5ri Lankan
Government to do its utmost Lo
reinstate those workers who had
been without employment since
1980 and to conclude as rapidly
as possible the trials of five trade
union leaders who had been
charged in connection with the
1980 strike.

Over 1,000 laber unions and
federations  together  represent
about one-third of the 6.9 million

—strong labor force. VWorkers In
the  nonplantation agricultural
sector and most of those employed
In small

businesses, as well as
workers in the free trade zone,
are not represented by unfons.

Employees in the zone participate
in  labor-management  company
associations.  Although there area
faw independent unlons, most of
the largest worker organizations
are affiliated with political parties,
freguently operate as arms of
those parties, and play a significant
role In the political process. Since
worker organization's party affilia-
tions are fixed, their memberships
fluctuate depending on which is

the governing party. Despite
constrajnts  arising  from  their
political  affiliations, Sri Lankan
unions have been effective in

improving conditions for workers.
Many unions maintain ties with
international labor federations and
trade secretariats.

c. Freedom of Religion

Although the Constitution esta-
blishes Buddhism as the official
religion and requires the Govern-
ment *to protect and foster”
Buddhism, it also guarantees the
right of all Hindus, Muslims, and
Christians to practice their religions
freely. Most members of the
majority Sinhalese ethnic group
are Buddhists, while most Tamils

are Hindu. There are Christians
from both  groups. Religious
differences generally are not a

basis for discrimination. Sri Lankans
of every faith are free to maintain
links with coreligionists in other
countries, as well as to undertake
religious travel,

Two cabinet  minlsters are
assigned the additional portfolios
of Minister of Muslim Affairs and
Minister of Hindu Affairs to deal
with issues Invalving these minority
religions.

d. Freedem of Movement Within
the Country, Foreign Travel,
Emigration, and Repatriation

The Constitution guarantees every

citizen “freedom of movement
and of choosing his residence
within Sri Lanka" and *freedom




to return to Srl Lanka." +These
guarantees are generally honored.
The present Government removed
exit yisa requirements Imposed by
its predecessor and now permits
virtually unimpeded emigration and
foreign travel. Many Sri Lankans
have taken advantage of this policy

to seelk jobs abroad. According
to some estimates, there were
180,000 Sri  Lankans  working

abroad in 1985,

Some Sri Lankans, predominantly
young male Tamils, have sought
refugee status or political asylum
abroad on the grounds they are
members of a persecuted minority.
Despite the freadom to return
cited in the Constitution, In 1985
there were a few cases of
returning Tamlls being arrested
on arrival and detained for a period
of days. Those detained either
had traveled on forged passports
or were suspected of narcotics
offenses. The Government has said
it does not take legal action or
discriminate against those returning
to Sri Lanka when their applications
for asylum have been refused.

Refugees or displaced persons
from other countries are generally

denied entry te Sl Lanka. The
Government does not  permit
refugees to stay in the country
even  while they are seekihg
permanent residence elsewhere.
Due to concern that Tamil

terrorists were frequently crossing
from southern India to northern
Sri Lanka via the Palk Scraics,
the Government adopted a series
of measures beginning in April
1984 which progressively restricted
freedom of movement in that
area. Expanding on the maritime
surveilance zone Imposed in April
1984, In November of that year
the Government announced a

prohibiced zone along some 200
miles of S5ri Lanka's northern
coastline. It also  Imposed a

securicy zone in the entire laffna
Peninzula. These measures restricted
free movement in the area to a
considerable extent and made it
virtually Impossible for the large
number of fishermen resident in
that area te earn their livelihood.
These restrictions as well as
nightly curfews in the MNorth

were gradually relaxed during the
late spring of [985. The curfaw
was terminated in July, buc the
restrictive zones remain technically
in effect under the emergency
regulations.

As a result of these various
restrictlons as well as the threat
or fear of becoming Involved in
the spreading communal viclence,
large numbers of Sri Lankans were
displaced from their homes in
1985. According to some estimates,
during the period 1983-1985 more
than 100,000 Sri Lankan Tamils
sought refuge in the Indian state
of Tamil Madu. The Government
estimates that as of year end
some 46,000 persons were housed
in refugee camps in Srl Lanka
with another 94,000 having sought
refuge elsewhere in the country
{with friends or relatives). Of
the total estimated 140,000 displaced
persons, 88,000 are Tamiis, 49,000
are Sinhalese, and the remainder
Muslim. The continued unsettled
security situation has made it
difficulc for these people to return
to their homes.

(To be continued)
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Gorbachev’s first year —
Acceleration is the catchword

Bhabani Sen Gupta

f for India 1985 was the year

of Rajiv Gandhi, for the world
it was the Year of Mikhail Ser-
geyevich Gorbachov. More than
any other world leader, Gorbachov
drew the limelight even before
he was elected General Secretary
of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union on March 11, [985.
For 2 whole year he has been
striding the worldsecape of events

as a |eader beaconing the third
millenimum, while others haye
found it difficulc to prevent the
ground of [eadership from slipping
away from under their feet.
Ronald Reagan, at 75 the oldest
US president in office, is In the

twilight of his sunshine occupancy
of the White House. In China,
Deng Tsiaoping, at 82, is not as
powerful as he was even in 1984,
The sun of Margaret Thatcher Is
setting; that of Francais Mitterand
has already set. Gorbachov, in
contrast, has emerged in an astoni-
shingly short span of time as the

world's single most compelling
political personality plarced with
a passion to change, to move
ahead.

He may well usher the Soviet
Unlon into' the Zlst century asa
rejuvenated superpower overcoming
the two big lags thac have laft
it significancly behind the United
States In world leadership. The
lag in econemie management, and
the lag in high grade technologies.

Amerlcans see him az a Soviet
Kennedy — a vision that has been
a Western nightmare for many
years. Indeed his Image in the
United States and VWestern Europe
s much higher than it is in the
Soviet Union. | have asked six

The outhor It Research Frofessor at the
CENTRE FOR POLICY RESEARCH  im
New Delhi and euthor of “THE FULCRUM
OF ASIA"™. He studied under Professor
Brezinski at COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.
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Soyiet scholars In the last four
weeks for a description of Gorba-
choy's |eadership. All of them
repeated a word used by Gorgi
Arbatoy: Dypamic. As If the
CPSU public relations men have
handed down an approved caption
to decorate each photograph of
Mikhail Georbachoy,

The West has embellished Gor-
bachov with a garland of glittering

adjectives. WWhen, as Chernenko's
understudy, he visited Britain in
December 1984 with his wife
Riasa, he Iimmediately captured
tha foecus of the mass media.
His British interlocuters were
impressed with his “formidable
political skill''. The mass media
saw in the visiting couple ta

sort of John and lackie Kennedy,
Soviet-style"”. The British-crafted
image swiftly travelled to the US.
In the first year of his leadership
of the USSR, Gorbachov has bean
described in the US as healchy,
urbane, candid, capable, bristling
with energy, intelligent, an impa-
tient seeker of change, modast,
brisk and astute. Two months
after Gorbachoy was elected CPSU
leader, a correspondent of the
International Herald Tribune summed
up the American vision of the
new man In the Kremlin, *‘Foced
with the first Soviet leader in 30
years who is both reform-minded
and vigorous, some Reagan admini-
stration officials and kindred analysts
are insisting that even a partiolly
reformed Soviet system will represent
o far gredter threat to US interests™.

Gorbachov's firse year in power
has kept Moscow-watchers on their
toes. He has sprung one surprise
after another on a world that had
been wused to see the USSR  as
slow-moving, caught in the inert
coils of its two massive bureaucra-
cies, and seemingly for ever destined
to be ruled by tired, spent, old
revolutionaries. With astonishing

speed, Gorbachov inducted a new
political and blological generation
in power, retiring, often dismissing
vererans of the past. By luly,
he got a majority of members of
the all-powerful politbureau elected
from amongst a network of leaders
who shared his views and belonged
to his age group. By lanuary,
only three of the oldguard were
left — Vladimir Shcherbitsky, 67,
Dinmukhamed Kupayev, 74, and
alternate member Boris Ponomarev,
g8l.

The pace of the generational
reshuffle was indeed breath-taking.
In 12 menths, mere than one-third
of the ministers were retired or
sacked; more than half of the |57
reglonal party secretaries were
replaced with younger men who
combined experience of reglonal
leadership with fairly long stints
at Moscow, who were cast In the
mould of Gorbachov himself. Thous-

ands of heads of factories and
collective farms were similarly
replaced. With surprising ease,

Gorbachov brought the Soviet armed
forces under the firm control of
the Party, The new politbureau
has no Dmitri Ustinov; nor is there
likely to be one in the near future.
The new defence minister, Marshal
Sergei Sckolov, i3 no political
heavyweight. The man whe could

be, General Aleksei Yepishev, chief
political commissar of the armed
forces since 1962, was replaced by
his deputy, General Aleksei Lizichey,
537. The editor of the army news-
paper Kransnaya Zvezda (Red Star),
Lt.-Gen, MNikelal Makeyey, a man
in his _late 70s who had been
holding that office for 30 years,
was  also retired. Pensioned off
was the famous Marshal Gorshkov
who gave the USSR lts bluewater
navy. Gorbachov brought back to
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the centre of power Marshal Orga-
kov, whom Ustinov had banished
to an obscure position before his
death.

By the 27th CPSU congress held
fn March, Gorbachov accomplished an
astonishing consolidation of power,
unprecedented in the history of the
Soviet Unlon. That this huge shuffle
of men from their lang-entrenched
positions could happen without audible
rumblings of protest shocked and
surprised the West's Kremlin watchers,
They never expected a generational
change of power to take place in
the Soviet Union so peacefully, so
smoothly.

In the Soviet Union, however,
Gorbachov is not seen asa “refor-
mer’. He Is not going to change
the Soviet system. Or bring about
radical structural transformation. In
an  interview with editors of
L'Humanite, organ of the French
communist party, on February 8,
Gorbachov was categorical on this
point. Was there to be a *“new
revolution” in the Soviet Union?
he was asked. *Certainly not! he
snapped. That wasa “‘wrong ques-
tion™. What he and his colleagues
had set out to accomplish was to
quicken the pace of economic and

technological development. The
catchword of the Gorbachov era
is. *Acceleration”. Up uncil the

70s, the Soviet economy had per-
formed very well. There had been
all round improvement in the
people’s standard of living. With
the advent of the B0s, the USSR
fell behind. The gap is wide.
But it can be narrowed down and
then closed quite rapidly if four
essential steps are taken. First,
a comprehensive managerial over-
haul. Second, wiping out inertia
and the vested interests of con-
tinuity and introduce dynamism and
a nationwide appetite for change.
Third, top prierity for closing the
technology jgap. And fourth, a
vigorous continulng drive against
corruption and for a new waork
ethics for the Soviet people. These
four together constitute the essence
of the Gorbachov agenda.

Comprehensive managerial over-
haul needs what the Gorbachov
people call “'socialist self-govern-
ment." That means wholesale decen-
tralisation of power relating to
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economic performance. Plant man-
agers must decide, often on theajr
awn Initiative, on matters of pro-
duction, wages, inventories, and
technology needs. Compartmenta-
lisation of decision making at the
government level must end: hence
all agriculture-related  ministries
and committees have been merged
in Moscow under a single super-
agency for greater efficiency. The
new |eaders, both at the national
and provincial levels, have been
cast in the role of doers. Even
the veteran of the older genera-
tion, Andre Gromyko, 75, was
seen recently stamping the streets
of Moscow, visiting shops, restau-
rants and hospitals to see things
for himself and listen to the
grievances of people. The Gorba-
chov style of glad-handling with
members of the public has become
a norm with all leaders, big, medium
and small. Particularly touching in
the case of Gromyko whose daugh-
ter once said that he had not
set foot on a Moscow street for
25 years!

The drive against corruption,
alechoalism, absenteeism and other

manifestations of alienation are
being fought on a scale never
attempted in the Soviet Union

before. Gorbachoy has simultane-
ously mounted a campaign to make
the Soviet press more convincing
and credible. Following: his advice
to the press to be ‘“‘more open
and honest about problems of Soviet
soclety' Pravda in an editorial on
December 20 described Soviet
Journalism as ofaded" and a udull
pattern of repetitive announcement."’
One of the stories doing the rounds
In Moscow is that a month after
he was elected CPSU Secretary-
General, Gorbachov phoned the
editor of Pravda, and said, *Viktor
Grigoreivich, do you keep the
works of Lenin in your office?”
“Certainly’, replied the Praovda
editor rather lamely, *Then be
so good in future as to quote
him and not me," said Gorbachov.

His modesty and his determination
to overhaul the Party and the
economic system s seen in  his
decision not to assume the presidency
or the prime ministership. Andre
Gromyko was made president in
July last year. Mokolai Ryzhkova

prime minister, a faw months later.
Mo one in Moscow has greater
—expertise in the kind of overhaul
of economic management that Gor-
bachov wants. Yegor Ligachev, 54,
the former Siberian party boss, is
now the chief |deslogue of the
politbureau. A wvery different man
frem Suslov, much more aware of
the ways the world is changing,
and, like Gorbachov, keen on keep-
ing the USSR in step with, even
ahead of, international change. Thea
ambitions reach of the economic
visions of the Gorbachov team
can be seen In the wholesale
rejection of the five-year plan
covering the period 1985-90, drawn
up during the brief regime of
Chernenko and the preparation of
a new blueprint of the Party's
develoment programme extending
to 2000 A.D. The blueprint was
published for national debate In
October and adopted at the party
congress. Only three times befora
in the CPSU's history —in (303,
1919 and 1961 — was such a long-
term party document prepared.

(To be coptinued)

The importance. ..

{Continued from page I4)

Russians or “compromised’ with
the <evil Empire”. His: role
super-stellar, his world a movie
-set, he will ride out into the
sun in the final scene, the great
American hero.

achieve this, his advi-
impressed on him, hy
two basic means, two connected
strategies; firstly, by exploiting
the superiority of American fech-
nology, and secondly, by punishing
the Soviet union, economically.

He can
sers have

The history of the superpower
relationship and the military
balance, the doctrine of parity
achieved through the arms race
of the 60's and the 70%s have
already  proved him wrong.
Both  assumptions Thave been
proved illusory.

(To be continued)



CAT'S EYE

RAJI'VS CRISIS AND
MUSLIM LAW

Muslim  religious law makes
no provision for the maintenance
of divorced wives, but the Tndian
Supreme Court recently — in the
case of a Muslim woman from
Kerala named Shahbanu — granted
her the right of maintenance.
This Law caused a controversy,
with liberal Muslims and women’s
groups welcoming the decision
and Muslim fundamentalists op-
posing the judgement- as an
mnterference in  religious  law.
Muslim women in Kerala, Andra
& Maharashtra have held public
demonstrations supporting  the
Supreme Court decision and
Muslim women in Gujerat led
by Ms Ila Bhatt have organised
to demand reforms in laws dis-
criminatory to women.

But the f[undamentalists have
put  pressure on  the Indian
government and Rajiv Gandhi's
government in a bid to keep
to Muslim vote has compromised
by bringing in a ‘Muslim Woman
(Protection of Rights on Divorce)
Bill’, which in effect overrides
the Supreme Court's decision on
maintenance. Liberal Muslims
are outraged by this move and
one of Rajiv's Ministers, Arif
Mohammed Khan has resigned
in protest. A meeting of emi-
nent jurists including Supreme
Court judge V. R. Krishna Iyer
has condemned the bill as *‘im-
moral & derogatory to the dig-
nity of women and especially of

Muslim women who are proud

members of the Indian Republic®’,
There has also been a storm of
protest from women's organisa-
tions making Rajiv Gandhi hes-
titate again on the Bill, since
he does not want to lose the
women's vote.

The issue raises two important
questions (1) secularism and (2)

women's rights. Writing in
Mainstream (1 March 1986) Seema
Mustafa describes the new Bill
as an ‘Assault on Securalism’
and writes “Rajiv Gandhi has
grossly underestimated the fund-
amentalist forces on whom the
policy of appeasement does not
act as a sedative, but instead
makes them far more aggressive
and more difficult to control.
The Prime Minister of secular
India is playing with eommunal
fire and when it rages he will
find that he does not have the
equipment to put it out™.

The issue has now become
one of preat importance for
women of all communities. As
the newsletter of the Research
Centre for Women’s Studies in
Bombay states:

It is high time that we revive
the demand for a uniform
civil code. The Shahbanu case
has triggered off so many issues,
not only relating to one com-
munity but also to women
in general. All the forward-
looking forces including women's
groups can be brought together
on the issue of social justice
and equality of sexes. A
common platform against dis-
criminatory laws of any reli-
gion can be effectively raised,
Women shouold be protected
from victimisation by guardians
of morality. Widespread public
pressure should be built up
against religious conservation
and fundamentalism,

ARE FEMINISTS ANTI-MALE
OPPORTUNISTS ?

Cat's Eye's recent feminist
critique of Rana Gi (Battle Songs)
and the patriarchal military
ideology it eulogises has evidently

“dumbfounded” a person named
Punya Panadura Archari. We
are unable to reproduoce the full
text of his three—page rebuttal,
titled, “Anti-Male Feminism
Breeds Opportunism®™, due to
the lack of space. Neverthieless,
I will sommarise and examine
his main arguments.

According to P. P. Archari,
the feminist position exemplified
in the Rana Gi critique iz (a)
“anti-male™ and (b) ignores class
domination. Both are common
accusations hurled against femi-
nism by anti-feminist marxists,

Regarding his  first allegation,

Archari writes,

I was aware of an anti-male
fingering going hand-in-glove
with a cold resentment for a
social change, within the local
feminist circle. Yet 1 was
dombfounded when I read this
feminist in all her anti-male

glory.

Unfortunately, he fails to ela-
borate on his exquisite metaphor
and enlighten us on the nature
of this *anti-male” conspiracy.
To a superficial and defensive
reading, my exposition of the
patriarchal = assumptions  thal
underlie the militarisation of our
society may seem anti-male.
Patriarchy legitimises male domi-
nation of women in both the
public and private spheres and
hence, all critiques of patriarchy
must identify and challenge its
source. However, my focus was
not patriarchy per se but the
patriarchal links between patrio-
tism and militarism. Beyond this
in the context of state militari-
sation, patriarchy informs the
(authoritarian) ideology of op-
pression  which will crush all
who dissent, demand political
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rights, or challenge the authority
of the state.

But, argues, Archari, if such
a state is defined as a “male
state’” (his words), how does
one account for those &tates
which are headed by women?
Archari’s argument  confuses
“male’ state (i. e., a state headed
by men) with the patriarchal
state (where the fundamental
male oppression of women also
ramifies into authoritarianism and
militarism). Of course, as Archari
anticipates, I do not deny the
fact that female heads of states
have hardly changed the patri-
archal power structures they
inherited. This does not invali-
date the case for patriarchy but
only demonstrates that although
patriarchal political power has
been wielded primarily by men,
occasionally women too represent
and rule ecssentially patriarchal
systems. However, Archari ap-
pears to believe that such excep-
tional cases discredit the persis-
tance of patriarchy and only
strengthens the case for a class-
based analysis of political power
in capitalist society,

me to Archari’s
With reference to
of Rana Gi, he

This brings
second point.
my critique
writes,

Her’s is a peculiar breed of
Feminism that leaves out all
class distinctions in society.
The whole world is divided
into two distinct categories
according to the biological
difference, the sex; and nothing
else surpasses this according
to her philosophy... There are
no class distinctions and class
interests® whatsoever as far as
she is concerned.

Clearly for Archari, sexual
oppression pales into insignifi-
cance besides class oppression.
Throughout his rebuttal, he is
very careful not to admit the
existence of the oppression of
women — *‘if at all women need
to liberate themselves,” If Archari
read my article with greater
care, he may have noticed that
the Rana Gi lIyrics 1 examined
were explicitly macho and male—
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chauyinistic; they hardly refer
to the class aspects of militarism.
Of course, I agree with Archari’s
conventional marxist wisdom that
class is an important factor in
the analysis of militarisation in
a capitalist context such as ours.
However, the pervasive militari-
sation of our society and the
glorification of war expressed
in forms ranging from Rana Gi
to passing out parades, blood
donation campaigns and military
toys for children, culs across
classes and reveals a more fund-
amental truth about militarism
that class analysis does not
account for: that militarism is
a male fantasy (in which some
women may also participate)
based on the patriarchal wvalues
of ageression, possession and
domination.

Finally, Archari accuses femi-
nism of *‘derailing’”” the class
strugele. He maintains that it
is the accumulation of private
wealth that breeds ‘male-supre-
macy.' " According to this logic,
the eradication of private property
would automatically destroy male-
supremacy and liberate women.
Unfortunately, socialist revolu-
tions that pursued classless socie-
ties have failed to address the
oppression of women in their
societics and women participate
in rebuilding their post-revolu-
tionary societies as the ‘second
gsex.” Therefore, I hasten to
reassure Archari that feminists
are hardly subverting ‘‘opportu-
nistically’’ forces of *‘social
change” which Archari seems to
limit to the economic emancipa-
tion of a largely male working
class; on the contrary, feminists
are radically redefining the
meaning of *‘secial change™ to
include not only class but also
sexual  oppression, not only the
public issues but also , the
personal.

WOMEN PLANTERS?

A planter calling himself Sepa-
la, writing in the Ceylon Daily
News (6 February, 1986) on Wo-
men’s Lib', in a column “Why
On Why' asks why women are

not appointed to be managers
{(superintendents) of plantations.

He writes

Some years ago, I attempted
to employ my chief clerk’s
daughter in the estate office as
a jumior checkroll clerk as she
had all the necessary qualifi-
cations including her father’s
blessing.

1 referred the subject to my
Colombo agents, not by require-
ment but as a matier too
bigoted and could't agree.

It took another 14 years before
women made a breakthrough
in the lower levels of estate
management such as clerks and
supervisors thanks to the pro-
gressive outlook of the two
bosses of the plantation cor-
poration.

Why, on why, do not the
Janatha Estates Development
Board and the Sri Lanka Stale
Plantations Corporation take
the next step and recruit **Sinna
Doraisanis’ ?

After all, the two corporations
were gallant enough to initiate
equal wages for equal work
even at the very bottom rungs
of the plantation ladder. I
wonder all the more why, oh
why women have not pressed
hard for the managerial posts
on the plantations.

One plausible explanation is
that unless their spouses agree
to be employcd elsewhere and
to live separate, the men will
be called upon to mind the
babies, tend the strawberry
patch, arrange the roses and
generally wear the apron.

While welcoming this new
outlook among the Periya Dorais
(one of the last bastions per-
haps, of male chauvinism), Wwe
would like to ask him if there
is anything wrong in men minding
babies, growing strawberries,
arranging roses and wearing the
apron?



Nat and Mutt: A farce

Vijaya Perera

“Too much of water hast thou, poor Ophelia”
“Water your damned flower—pots, dol"

The Mational Water Supply and
Drainage Board, hereinafcer
called Nat (Hi,Mat!) has made two
very valid points:

I. Though water in stream and
river is God's gift to man, water
piped to your housshold inyolves
capital and operational expenditure
and therefore has to be paid for.
(Mo one can galnsay this.)

2. Piped water must be metered
because this Is the only way was-
tage can be discouraged and the
charges for water levied in an
equitable way. From each according
to his consumption. (Fair enough.)

It Is from this point onwards
that Nat gets Into deep, so to
speak, water, First of all Mat,
for reasons not revealed to us,
has failed to ensure that all water
consumers have meters. Those hou-
seholds which are not metered
are charged a flat rate of Rs. 30
a month Irrespective of the amount
of water consumed. They can
water their flower-pots and wash
their ears and do all manner of
things with their piped water at
the cost of Just one rupee per
day all inclusive. The metered
households, on the other hand, have
to pay Rs. 40 for the first 30
units of water and Rs. |6l for
every 30 units thereafter.

Now this looks something very
like the denial of the fundamental
right to equality of treatment
(guaranteed by Article 12 of the
constitution) to those consumers
who are billed for their water on
meter readings. Of course no one
would for a moment suggest that
Mat favours friends and relations
by leaving them alone without
meters while fixing meters only
at households of those not so

(Shak. )
{Browning )

lucky. However, the fact remains
that Mat's method of selectin
which households te meter an
which to leave unmetered is not
known to the public.

Mor is this all,  If Nat's frequent
public statementsare to be believed
Mat has a lot of fstatutory clout.
A householder whose bill js not
promptly paid may find Mac cutting
off his supplies of water.

For a household to be deprived
of its water supply is a wvery
serious matter — far more crippling
than having its electricity discon-
nected. It can certainly qualify
as a cruel and unusual punishment
of the kind contemplated in Article
12 of the constitution. Such a
householder would find that after
first, being denled his fundamental
right to equalicy of treatment under
Article |12, he is now even thre-
tened with being denied the
possibility of continued existence
in his house and home.

Let us call this much abused and
harassed householder Mute, after
the cartoon character. Mutt does
not relish the fact that thousands
of his fellow citizens are billed
only Rs. 30 a month for unlimited
quantities of water while he s
ameng those who are called upon
to pay so much more. But Mutt
has neither the money nor the
fighting spirit to take a fundamental
rights action against MNat. He is
content to pay for the water he
uses.

But wait a minute, there's some-
thing wrong. Mutc finds he s
being billed for far more water
than he consumes. His is a four-
member household, inclusive of a
cookperson, and everyone of them
is conscious of the high cost of

water. Mutt believes his dally
consumption of water does not
exceed 150 gallons. For 30 days
this should work out to something
less than 21 units of water, which
according to the published tariff
should cost him Rs. 13, He finds
his bill comes to Rs. 100.50. The
identical bill for exactly 4l units
is repeated severzl months running.
He also notices that Nat’s meter
reader never seems fto appear.
Convinced now that something is
seriously amiss Mutt calls on Nat
and the following dialogue takes
place:

are too high
reader never

Mutt:
and your
seems to

Mat: If you make a genuine
complaint | am prepared to take
action against the meter reader.

My biils
meter
come.

M: | am not Interested in your
taking action against your meter
reader. | only want my meter
read accurately. Are you telling
me that you have no Independant
initlative to ensure that your
meter readers do their work
properly? You merely walt for
complaints from your customers?

N: Perhaps your meter is out
of order.

M: It is not my meter It is
yours. VVhat happens when the
meter goes out of order?

MN: It records your consumption
incorrectly.

M: So what do you do in
such a case!
M: As water meters are laid

below surface lavel of the ground
It is most likely that they will
become covered with s=and and
dirt. Howevyer, in all honesty, It
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must be stated that it s not
possible for me to protect your
meter from sand and dirc. |If
you like to ensure an accurate
recording of your meter readings
it is up to you to see that the
meter is protected from sand
and djrt.

M: But | don't know what |
should do protect a buried meter
from sand and dirc.

MN: lsn't that Just too bad!

M: It was your decision to
bury the meter in sand and dirt.

In other tropical cities where
water s metered the meter is
above ground level like the
electricicy meters. ‘vhy did you
decide to bury the meters in
dirt and sand where they are
likely to go out of order?

M: You see, unless the meter
is fixed next to the connection
from the main you could illegally
tap the water between the con-
nection and the meter. Since the
connnection is two feet below
ground level the meter too has
to be buried,

M: But

must you

that’s absurd! Why
assume that all your
customers are potential thieves?
In any case what's to preyent
water being tapped direct from
the mains!

M: Mo comment,

M: Lock at these bills. You
t¢ee that for three months runn- |
ing | have been billed for the

identical number of units.

M: Have you not noticed this

asterisk against the number of
units?

M: What does it mean!?

M: lc means that Yyou are
being billed on an estimated
consumption, not on the meter
reading.

M: On what basis do you

make the estimate! According to
my estimate | consume only half

this quantity. If you are not
billing me on the meter reading
are you not obliged to bill me |

on the basis of the non-metered
households? Should you not be
charging me the flac rate of Rs. 302

N: MNo comment.
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M: Do you realise that if you |
are not billing me on the meter
| can wash my «car and ‘water
my damned flower—pots and waste
as much water as | like at no

extra cost? Like Ophelia | have
too much water! What good is |
it your haying a meter at alll |
How much did you spend on
buying and burying all cthese
meters!

N: | must now run away for
my lunch. Do feel free to drop
in any time for a chat,

M: Before you go fust one|
more gquestion. Why do you |

charge me for water when | am

already paying the CMC for
water!
M: Ha, ha, You've got that |

wrong. What the CMC is charg-
ing you for is not water but for
the fact that we make water avail-
able to you. ‘Bye now'.

Note : Nat's entire dialogue In this

sketch Is paraphrased from state-
ment published from time to
time by the NWS & D Baoard. |

Letters . . .
(Continued from page 2)

A classified “top secret" docu-
ment prepared by the US Army
Historical Records Department shor-
tly after Marcos assumed power
twenty years ago, which ‘was
published by the US media recently,
described Marcos, claim te have
led a guerrila army against the
Japanese occupation forces in the
Philipinnes during World War I
as pure fiction.

Shortly after the end of World
War |, a former sergeant-major in
a Cossack cavalry regiment, Reza
Pahlevi, invaded lran at the head
of an a2rmy of freebooters, over-
threw the regime and proclaimed
himself Shah. His son, Reza Pahlevi |1,
went a step further and proclaimed
himself Shah-en-Shah (Kingef Kings).
A few years before his downfall,
Rera Pahlevl Il staged a fantastic
Disney-like extravaganza in a spe-
cially consructed tent city In the
desert costing hundreds of millions
of petro-dollars, which was attended
by reigning monarchs and ruling
presidents from practically all over

the world, to commemorate the
2500th anniversary of the founding
of the Persian Empire by Darius
the Great. The upstart Shzh pro-
jected himself as the successor and
living embodiment of a 2500-year
ald dynasty going back to Emperar
Darius.

Now, with the fairy-tale legends
demaolished by hard fact and the
US Army Historical Records Depart-
ment, the monarchs and presidents
departed and the tents folded,
Reza Pahlevi Il and Ferdinand Mar-
cos, having strutted on stage for
their brief moments in history,
have softly crepc away.

Lionel Jayasinghe
Colombo

L] &+ £
Nit-picking

| must thank R. M. Pathirana for
the corrections he has made in
my article *“The Menace of Macar-
thysim' in the L. G. of 15.2.86.
Some of the errors mentioned are
trivial, such as whether Mrs. Vivenne
Goonewardena  was  Parllamentary
Secretary, Deputy or lunior Minis-
ter. In fact ElE even concedes the
fact that the post of Parliamentary
Secretary was popularly known as
Junior Minister (though incorrectly).

He says that ‘‘when a clock
strikes thirteen one just does not
ignore the thirteenth stroke, but
one doubts the entirety of the
clocks’s statement™.

It is Illogical to compare the
mechanism of a clock to the
mechanism of a human mind. The
clock is mechanical and any appe-
ration on its part should make one
think that the entire mechanism is
faulcy, while In the other case,
seyeral trifling mistakes do not
invalidate a general argument.

This only shows that Pathirana
has missed the wood for the trees,
and goes in for nit—picking which
puts him in the genctype of Dr.
Costain de Yos. Pathirana |s biassed

if he cannot see the cresping
menace of Macarthysim. He s
drawing a red-herring that pues

him on the side of the forces of
corruption, abuse of power and
obscurantism. He is a defender of
UNP fascism and Macarthyism.

Amaradasa Fernando
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Our business
goes beyond tobacco.

For well over five decades wir have besn involved tha tobacen mdwstry in
ari Lanka. We ara pigncers in tobacea qrowing, promoting self-
employment énd generating incoma for the narzl farmer, We cantribate

10 government revenue and earn foregn oxchange lar the COumntry,

Utilising our expernise, we have ventured into other fialds, Horticulture and
alternate fuals dre just two of them,

W hirve established o tissue culture laboratory, mainly for the davelopment
of new varieties of orchids, We also produge tissue eultured
strawberry and houss plants for export.

!r} awrsearch far alternate fuels, we have purfectad the manufacture of
Brigueties out of awaste coir dust, Thess briguetties offer a salid fusl
dltecnative to fual oil and 1o firewood,

We also offer consultancy services i ENETGY CONSErVation,

.o |

Ceylon Tobacco Company Limited

& member of the B-A-T Group,
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN
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