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DEFENCE AND AID

As wsual, Finance Minister
Ronnie de Mel spoké to his
select audience the ambassadors
of the donor countries, reasonahly
and  intelligently and  then
addressed  his  much  larger
audience, the press cleverly. No
donor nation has  threatened to
cut or reduce aid te Sri Lanka
yet, Mr. de Mel told the state run
Lake House papers. Strictly
speaking, he was af course,
absolutely right. No aid-giving
couniry has mgde any (hreats
But Mr. de Mel is fully aware
of the mounting dissatisfaciion
in the donor community over
two issues (a) the delay in
negotiating a political settlement
of the ethnic issue and (b) the

island's  increasingly  doubtful
human rights record,
Mr. de Mel, whose term as

finance minisier fs a fribute to
his  skill @ for survival, knows
that mo couniry actually cuts
off aid without warning unless
the recipient is guilty in ithe
donor’s eye of some ferrible,
unpardonadle crime. What worries
an intelligent finance minister
are the first signs of disapproval,
displeasure and criticism.  And
that's the stage Sri Lanka has
reached.

So, Mr. de Mel used 1wo
arguments (o strengthen his case
which he is already preparing
for the Aid Group meeting
in FParis in June — falling
commodity prices, (lea crucially,)
and  steeply  rising  military
spending.

To impress both the donors
and the government (and fo
pressure the Ministers and the
MPs) he pointed out that since
the recent allocation of 2.5
billion rupees for defence is in
addition to  the 6.2 billion

There will be no issue
of the lanka Guardian
on April 15. The next
issue will be on May
day our eighth anniver-

sary.

allocated in the Dbudget, new
ways will have te be found fo
save  money. Hiz  image,
pariicularly in World Bank-IMF
and donor community, {5 that
of an able exponent of sound
Jfinancial manggement,

To shock the Ministers and
MP's he threatened to virfually
dismantle  the  de-centralised
budget (the funds for District
Councils and MP’s) and proceeded
to ask Miniziry secretdgries 1o
propose ways of reducing their
budgets by 25% 1

Since the Minister is also the
leading anti-militarist in the
Cabinet he then told the press
which may not always be alive
to these subileties that arms
spending has now risen from
1.5% of GDP to 3.5%.

ANTI-CORRUPTION

Yes, it was repression and
the worsening economic condi-
fions that swept away the Mar-
cos regime, said ane of Cardinal
Sin's closest aides in the Philip-
pines Church after it was all
over. “But never forget the
stench of corruption’ he paused
to add when interviewed by the
BBC. And here in Hulftsdarp,
a legal Iumingry who had once
served in an important Commis-
sion of Inqguiry made a passing
comment wWhich underlined the
Philippines parallel. *I suppose
we should thank Marcos..."

(Continued on page &)

TRENDS
+
 LETTERS

STATELESS

Your Mews Backgrounds are pro-
bably among the most qualified
columns in the Sri Lankan press
today. (To some people this might
say more about cthe Sri Lankan
press than about you...).

However | must raise my voice
in a humble protest when reading
your lauding lines for Mrs Bandra-
nalke and the [964 Indo-Ceylon
Agrement,

Possibly it meant the ‘ultimate
elimination'" of statelessness, a
roblem created a decade and a
alf earlier by her elder colleagues
in parliament. Truly, the problem
was moved out of sight from
Colombo. But for those concerned
It was perpetuated.

You brand them Indian though
living for generations In Sri Lanka
and though a British Commissioner
found eight out of ten *perma-
nent residents” in 1946, And
how can a person be ‘‘repatriated”

to a country he or she has
never seen?!
Mone of the victims = was

consulted before the [964 Agree-
ment. VWhen asked, 7094 of these

(Continved on page 24)
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MIDDLE CLASS TO

THE FORE

Mervyn de Silva

discussion or debate based

wholly on personalised paral-
lelisms crudely constructed from
the Philipines situation and other
Third World countries (Cory-Sirima
or Cory-Benazir or any other)
can be confusing and misleading.
But the impact of IMF-World
Bank policies on repressive Third
World regimes caught In the
grip of global recession pro-
duces peneral conditions In those
societies and their politics, on
which interesting and perhaps edu-
cative analogies may be founded

In the Fhilippines a secassionist
revolt (the Moro Muslim In Min-
danao) was overshadowed In the
late  70°s by the fast—growin
- guerrilla movement, MPA, base
largely in the countryside. Allow-
ing for salient differences in magn-
titudes (an archipelago as distince
from a tighe lictle island of 25,000sq.
miles) and in culture (the Catholic
Church with adherents constituting
859 of the population) the fact
of armed revolt and its critical
consequences for the economy,

the political system and soclety,
do attract comparisons.

These past weeks have seen
strong signs of the Sri Lankan
state sector salaried, an influen-
tial segment of the urban mid-
dleclass, engaged in trade union
agitation resulting In confronta-

tions with the fiercely anti-trade
unlon regime that crushed the
general strike of 1980.

“The first years of martial
law” writes Prof. Walden Bello
of the State Univ. of New
York,” were the ‘heroic age’
of the reborn Philippine Left.
Its mass organisations in the
cities were smashed at the
outset of martial law”. There
may have been no such ‘heroic
age' In 5ri Llanka but the next
stage in the Phillipines came
eight years after Martial law

when the external factors (world
recession,} and the local situation
(slump in commedity prices, infla-
tion, unemployment etc) began to
rezlly hurt the middle class.
The result was a middle class
mavement. Discontented, restive
and finally rebellious, the urban
middle groups swelled that move-
ment.

“The collapse, beginning in
1979, of the export-oriented,

BACKGROUND

foreign capital dependent eco-
nomic strategy from a combi-
nation of external recession,
mismanagement and corruption,
and growing resistance from
the victims of development trig-
gered the alienation of the
middle strata, whose ranks wera
hit hard by rising unemploy-
ment and whose pocketbooks
were worn thin by inflationary
pressures resulting from World

(Continued on page 4)
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Aprﬁ’s here and the Sinhala
~Tamil New Year iy on
the way. Time to prepare for
the festivities. Brotherly love and
good cheer soon fill our hearts
and hones.

April is also the time for the
Finance Minister 1o prepare his
brief for the World Bank and
the World Bank-sponsored Sri
Lanka Aid Consortium. Time
once more 1o train our voices
to sing our favourite seasonal songs
“Negorigtions and “Political
Settlement”. Time also to fly
kites and blow balloons. So
here goes that Bhandari balloon
again. And the kite, this time
marked “Union Territories'.

In 1984 we had the APC.
1985 was a bhit of a hurry up,
what with the Anuradhapura
massacre, and Finance Minister's
plane all revived up to take off
to Paris with nothing to persuade
the donors that the war would
end after a negotiated settlement
with the Tamil representatives.

S0 Sri Lanka sent its own
team of ‘partirion’ lawyers to
split hairs in rarified realms.

The legal battles in Thimpu,
the long—winded Lalith-Romesh

The Bhandari balloon and seasonal songs

Oxford-Cambridge debate,.. but
no solution. Only the Delii
Accords, and 58 page document
which gave a categorical “No™'
to the TULF proposals,

Meanwhile the Lalith-Neelam
‘secret diplomacy’ goes on. And
finally ~ we alight on that
threadbare document, the Indian
constitution., And now we study
the three ‘lists’ — powers to the
States, powers fo the Union
rerritories, powers fo the Cenire.

But will Bhandari come ?
And if he does, will it be the
same old merry-go-round? (See
Dilip Bobb on Indo-Sri Lankan
relations).

There's only one significant
difference in this time's kite
fiving  and trial-balloon exer-
cise. Mr. Bhandari is expected
to come fere not only after
the New Fear but after the
Almneemana  by-election.  No
“affer” to the Tamils should
be seized by the SLEP opposition
to be made into election propa-
ganda against a ‘“fregcherous’
UNP which is about 1o *sell
out’ the Sinhalese to the Tamils,
Tamilnadu and India!

Here we go
mulberry bush,

round  the




bank-IMF imposed devaluations
of the peso” says Prof. Bello.

Among trade unions, the GMOA
has an elitist image. Traditionally

that is, It is not even called a
wnlon'. It is an officers associa-
tion, upper-middle clss in self-
imaga.

But the government doctor's

. pocketbook has been worn thin,
unlike that of the private prac-

titioner. The very thrust of the
UNP's policies 'In  the field of
higher education (the private

medical school, the new ‘institutes’
the dismemberment of the old
universities and  the deliberate
running down of these iInstitutions,
the patronage to private hospitals
run by mudalalis and the new
schools run by medical mudalalis
for the children of the mudalalis,
have gradually alienated the salaried
middle strata. Hence the agitation

by doctors, dentists, university
professors, ending up with the
nurses, Both the hard economic

actuality — (pressure on the middle
class purse) and the government's

attitude of Indifference, contempt
and neglect have tended to mar-
ginalise these middle groups whose
resentment and aznger is sharpened
by the UNP's equally demons-
tractive attitude of warm patro-
nage to the vprivate", as against
the Scate employee and the State
insticution. Materially and psycho-
logically, the public servant is
the victim of the philosophy and
policy of privatisation.

The rural voter seems content
or, If dissatisfied, is waiting to
express himself in the only way
he knows by casting his vote
against the government, But that
option was closed by the Refe-
rendum of 1982 as effectively as
it was closed by the Martial law
of 1972. In the Philippines, rural
wretchedness became the breeding
ground of the guerrllla movement.

Here, the working class was
ssmashed' by the dismissal of
some 80,000 workers in  1980.
Battered Into submission, its pol-

tical leadership, the old Left,
exhausted and helpless, unionism
went +cunderground”. MNow the

middle class has made a break-
through. Since the terrain was
sstrategic’ (the medical Institutions,
and with a ‘war’ on) the all-
powerful UNP found itself cornered,
and finally forced to swallow its
pride.

The middle class however has
made an opening for the labour
unions. Despite the rowdy incidents
provoked by disruptors in  ultra-
lefc garb but with covert links
that lead to sections of the city-
based UNP ‘Mafia’, the MNational
Convention last month signalled
the stirrings of a long dormant
labour movement. The 2| trade
unions which  brought several
thousand delegates to the Suga-
thadasa stadium will now have to
plan out strategy as the economic
picture gets darker, with no hope
at all of an early end to the
war.

The speeches and the slogans
must have caused some anxiety
in UMNP ranks. The ethnic Issue
was played down; economics and
antl-government slogans dominated.
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Private militia and ‘very’
secret services

he Court has reserved order

on the case of ANANDA SUNIL
the SLFP activist wheose wife filed
a petition alleging that he had
been killed by the police: That
case has received much prominence
in the press and provoked discus-
slon in Opposition circles as well as
in Human Rights organisations, local
and international, Mr. Lakshman Jaya-
kedy MP, former Deputy Minister
of Defence, brought up in parlia-
ment last month several connected
matters which must interest all
serious students of the ominous poli-
tical-social changes which accom-
pany what political scientists now
style **The National Security State”
or ‘The State of Seige’, a Third
World ‘refinement' of the old
"'Police State'’.

In that connection, the attention
of the readers should also be drawn
to the paragraphs in the US State
Dept's recent report (Feb. 13) to
the US Congress. (See Box).

Lakshman Jayakody said:

MNow. Sir, | would like to get
on to another matter, You might
recollece, Sir, that last time |
mentionad that there Is divided
security in this country and that
it is not good to have divided
security. Today we are having
divided security. MNow we have
divided intelligence zlso. We know
that there is an Intelligence Unit
at Cambridge Place coming under
the police. That is quite correct.
There must be an Intelligence Unit
there, and we support that. There
is another Incelligence Unit at
Longden place. We do not know

whose [ntelligence Unit that is.
This is duplication. | do not know
what this is all about, This argani-

Zation carries on under a separate
command. | do not know whether
this has been set up with the
concurrence of the IGP. |did not
ask him. But definitely | know
that there are two units because
| saw a person who has come
from Brewns' Group heading that
Intelligence Service in Longden place,

one Mr. Seneviratne. He isa for-
mer ASP, true, but he was at
Browns. He has started a new
Intelligence Service. MNow you are
golng to have divided Intelligence
Sarvice.

Then what happens? That In-
tellizence Service goes about in
the night in unmarked vehicles.
That is there to hunt down
political opponents. That is one
of their jobs. They go about
in non-government cars or some-

times having the Government em-
blem but is definitely not police.
They must be Corporation cars.
They all go and prowl about In
the night. Then sometimes you
find that people are being removed
from workplaces. They are removed
from homes. We do not know
their whereabouts. This type of
thing has taken place., | have a
letter here, Sir, where it says
that a person has been taken
away and no one knows where
he Is. MNo one can approach the

Disappearance

Although no accurate statistics are
avzllable, reported disappearancesrose
during 1985, Thera were a number
of reports of tha disappearance of
young Tamil males who had been
arrested and taken in for questioning
by the security forces. Ina practice
once limited mestly to the [affna
Peninsula, police and military patrols
operating in the north-central and
eastorn coastal parts of the country
also began making large-scale arrrests
and detenticns of young Tamil males
g5 the Insurgency spread to those
areas, Amnesty International esti-
mated |n October that 180 such
detainees had **disappearad' in *‘re-
cent months." Some of those detained
ware later discoverad by chelr fami-
lles to be in detentien at police
statiens or In army detention camps.
QOthers have not bean found. In
several instances, relatives or organi-
zations seeking information about
the missing say they were told the
individual had never been arrested,
or had been released and deparced
for terrorist training outside the
country, or had been shor. while
trying to escape, The Government
estimated that 60 civillans and mem-=
bers of the securlty forces were
abducted by Tamil militants and are
presumed to have been killed. The
most prominent case of disappearance
in i985 Involved Father Mary Bastian,
a Tamil Cathelic priest in the wes-
tern coastal Mannar arez. On January
3'—6, an army patrol searching  for
guerrillas opened fire in the vicinicy
of his church, repertedly killing
eight persons. According to some
eyewitnesses, among those killed was
Fr. Bastian, His body was never found
and a government |navestigation re-
portedly failed to find evidence that
security forces had killed him. At
year's end, seven Sinhalese piigrims
travelling to Catholic shrine in

northwestern Sri Lanka were repor-
tedly abducted by militants; their
whereabours remain unknown.

Torture and Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

The Constitutlen guarantees that
“'no person shall be subjected to
torture or cruel, inhuman or degra-
ding treatment or punishment,' and
in 1982 the government submitted
to the UM a upilateral delaration
opposing the use of torture,

There have been persiscent reports
of torture or ill treatment by mili- |
tary and police of persons detained |
under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Amnesty International published
a special report in  October on
torture In Srl Lanka. The Treport
cites affidavits submitted by alleged
yictims, as well a$ siatements by
doctors who claim to have treated
the victims and said that they were
able to corroborate their allegations
of (Il treatment. The Amnesty [nter-
national report noted that tortura
victims zre most often those detained
for political offenses, either radical
leftist Sinhalese or Tamils accused
of collaborating with the separatists.
The Government states that, because
the zlleged victims are not [denti-
fied in the report, it is unable to
respond to specific allegations of
torture of to pursue inquiries into
individual cases,

Amnesty Internationz] also alleged
that (Il treatment of detainees usually
occurs In military camps or police
statlons, but rarely reported in pri-
sons, where regular criminals are
held. The Governmant has stated
that no police officers have been
convicted of causing physical harm
to persons In police custody.

— L5, State Dept.




places where they are kept. Ulti-
mately that man is lost. | would
like the Hon. Minister of MNational
Security to check on what is going
on. Ultimately you will be on
the wrong track. Sir, we must
know from where the threat comes,
and then deal with it. The threat
is. from one place, bur we are
dealing with people from the South.

Please do not think that every
Sinhala person is a JVPer. By all
means take action if there are

threats of that nature, but do
not think that the SLFPers are
that. WWa are not of that creed.
We do not belong to them.

5ir, yesterday | saw two ﬁersnn:
who were working in a housing
scheme close to where live.
These two persons from the Intel-
ligence Service have been put
there to see where | am going
and who comes to my house. |
spotted these two persons. | wanted
to trap them, but | did not want
to do [t because | knew they
were there doing a [ob of work
or probably they were looking
after me. They were following me.
I do not mind them following me.
But what were they doing? They
were working as workers where
two houses were being put up
just mext to my house. This is
the type of thing that is going
on,  Sir.

Then there is security for the
Prasident. He has a separate Intel-
ligence Service. There is security
for the Prime Minister, He has
another [ntelligence Service. Then
there Is security for the Minister
of Fisheries. My goodness, you
should see his security! The others
are Just nothing compared to that.
He has a separate Intelligence Ser-
vice, Then there is security for
the Minister for Rural Industrial
Development. The Deputy Minister's
boss has also one which he does
not know about. — (Interruption).
Ah! you know. That is good. This
is the thing, Sir. These are not
security services. | can understand
If these are security seryices,
These ara Intelligence Services car-
rying messages here and there
and sending various people to spy
on others. Sir, | de not mind
having all this provided thers Is
one security pool. Let them all be
in one pool under the IGP and no
one else.

6

Then, Sir,, we have parallel
bureaucracies. In this bureaucratic
system we find empire building
which has taken place. *“He s
the Prime Minister's man.” ‘'He
is the National Security Minister's
man'. «“He Is the President's
man, this one’s man and that one's
man." Can you run a Government
like this? There should be men
under the Government. To tell
you very frankly, this is what
has hapened to our country. The
division is within the Government
ieself. You are divided, It is not
a_division between the SLFP and
the UNP - (Interruption). You are
Imagining that, You do not know
what is happening In the bureau-
cracy. If you give me two
minutes, | will name certain people
which | do net want to do.
The fact is, you dare not move
them out from that organization.
— (Interruption) - One personl You
dare not move certain police
officars who are in those two
groups out. But anyway what |
say is, they also become million-
alres overnight. | have seen big
bureaucrats in this country who
have come without a single cent
in 1977 tarring their roads and
becoming huge businessmen over-
night. | am warning the hon.
Member for Kolonne. Very soon
you will see the sale of your
paper factory at Embilipitiya.
And please stop that. They will
keep the paper factory at Valach-
chenal and try to close the paper
factory at Emblipitiya and sell the
paper factory at Embilipitiya for
a sum of Rs, 50 millien or so,

But | know that those people
also would not buy. There is
another party who Is going to
buy it. You please watch out.
It is in your electorate. They
are trying to rob your paper
factory. A blg amount of com-
mission s expected out of it

The Government Is getting a part
of it only, and therefore ultimatel
what will happen is, there will
be another close down ofa factory
in that area, because of that
factor, they become millionaires
overnight, and the best thing is
this. Most of those pecple have
green cards to enter America.

The other day — | think sometime
ago — we proved to this House that
even the Chairman of Air Lanka

was not In this country when we
had: the Presidential Elections, He
was in Bangkok, and he had phoned
up Colombo to find cut who was
winning, and when he found that
Mr. ). R. Jayewardene was winning
he came into this country and
went and saw His Excellancy. If
His Excellency had lost, he would
never have come. By that time
he had taken the green card.
This Is the type of bureaucracy that
we have. Therefore, look at these
people who are trying to bolt off,
in case there Is a change of
Government. This is the type of
thing that is happening.

Then you find a parallel army.

I want to talk about the parallel
army. MNow we know the army,
navy, air force — they are conven-
tional armed services, But now look
at your Government. There Is a
separate army being created with
the UNP. Where the home guards
are concerned, there is going to
be a separate unit altogether.
They would not be non-political.
You will have a non—political army
and a political army If they come
under one person. So, this will
be another threat. One homa
guard army will be a threat to
the conyventional army ar the known
army. This is to happen, Sir.
And then, Sir, what do they do?
They pass information among each
other. These are fears that one
has to see one army talks. This
is a home guard. They rtalk out
of their turn. They do not know
whether they are coming or going
on security. They are not trained
properly. They are half trained.
They do not know how to shoot
properly. They close the wrong
eye when they have rto shoot.
Instead of closing the lefe eye they
close the right eye, and they shoot
cockeyed everywhere! Therefore,
| would be very grateful to you
if you do not have these divided
armies. Do not have these separate
armles. — (Interruption) — | know
those armies are being used to
pass information from cne VIP to
the other. Itisreal emdc® adz
sort of business that goes on
among two VIPs and the ==d
soode  that normally goes on in
the Government is that. These
pecple come and give you wrong



information. They spy on aother
people. They come and tell exic2®
to the other crowd. This is what
Is going on to tell you frankly.
That Is why you cannot govern
properly. Bur, anyway, | am telling
you, this Is happening, and they
pass Information to each other and,
therefore, it is a haven for some
politicians in power. It has become
a haven ultimately for some busin-
essmen In power, and then with
these corrupt racketeers that you
are talking of this Is what s
happening.

There is another matter which
| want to know. The Government
always threatens to say that there
are training camps in India. We
know that.
you been taking?
done? You juss talk to Indians?
MNo. If we cannot attack, we have
to see that our borders are
sealed. What definite concrete
action have you taken? Have those
borders been secured successfully?
Has our naval cordon been very
successful In -order to see that no
people go across from here to
India or come from India to this
country? That is one question,
Have you got a report to find
out what the failure is about and
why there is a failure? That is a job
of the Secretary, Defense.

I have my highest respect for
the Secretary of the Ministry of
Defence but he has an obligation
to this country. He must let us
know why there is a failure to
prevent the smuggling and people
moving from India to Sri Lanka
and from Srl Lanka to India.
Therefore Sir, he should devore
hundred per cent of his time to
defence. | wilj tell you what he
should do. Today he is in Air
Lanka and he is in the Alrports
Authority and he is doing a develop-
ment project there. His is 2 hundred
percent job. A Secretary, Defence
under these trying conditions having
other work is unheared of. Therefore
I would like to say that he has
an obligation to this country. The
Government must be having an
obligation to him. That is a different
matcer. But he has an obligation
to this country, He should be held
responsible if anything fails.

But what action have |
What have you |

Christian Council

s Mational Unity, Personal

Freedem and Soclo-economic
Justice are basic conditions for a
true and lasting Peace in our
land, the Commission for lustice
and Peace of the National Christlan
Councll of 5ri Lanka seeks to help
In promoting all afforts to preserve
and strengthen them. It is because
of this concern that we welcome
the Government decision to grant
citizenship to 94000 Stateless Plan-
tation. Workers. The implementa-
tion of such legislation will remove
a major Injustice with which the
MNational Christian Councll with
many other groups has been con-
cerned since Plantation Workers
were disfranchised in 1948,

Such a decision, however, would
be greatly strengthened If it is
accompanied by more efforts to
remove the causes of violence
still prevalent with tragic intensity
and danger in several areas of our
land.

-We deplore all violence not only
in the MNorth and the East but
wherever it occurs as we beliave
it Is always counter-productive
for the building of a humane and
responsible society. But when the
apprehension and detention of those
suspected of violence are under
the Emergency Regulations and the
provisions of the P.T.A. the sequel
too often appears to be protracted
incarceration with no intimation to
the persons effected of the reasons
for such arrest; and this leads not
to overcoming but to the com-
mission of further Injustices. |[n
these circumstances, allegations of
harsh and inhuman treatment, even
of torture and other atrocities,
keep mounting and much harm is
then done to aggravate an already

complicated situation and to spoil
the image of our land abroad.
Today, as the death toll from

wanton killings increases, with its
legacy of grief for the bereaved,
feelings of despair have begun to
grip large numbers of our citizens,

It is therefore imperative thac
to save the situation from worsening
a2 procediure should be devised
quickly and serupulously implemented
to ensure that every person arrestad
under the Emergency Regulations

appeals

or the Prevention of Terrorism
Act Is produced before a Magistrate
within forty eight hours of such
arrest with a report setting out —

(a) the person’s identity,

(b) his or her permanent resi-

dential address,

(c) the date, time and place of

arrest,

{d) the address at which the
person is held in detention,
(e) the reasons for arrest and
the offence or offences alleged
to have been committed for
which he or she is to be
charged,
the names and addresses of
up to three persons whom
he or she wishes should be
informed of the arrest and
of the particulars at (c), (d)
and (e) above which he or
she wishes to be communi-
cated.

It is also essential that the
number of Magistrates and other
Investigating Officers should be
Increased sufficiently to enable expe-
ditious handling of these cases.

We urge that these recommen-
dations and those made by the
Sri Lanka Bar Association in this
regard, be implemented without
delay as we need —

(3) to ensure humane treatment
and justice to all persons
50 arrested, :
to  relieye relations and
friends of persons arrested
of the quite unjustified tension
and anxiety from lack of
information about where a
person is held, in what con-
dition of health, and even
whether the person concerned
is alive or dead, and
to reduce as far as possible,
occasions for the filing of
habeas corpus applications
with their inordinate costs,
delays and frustrations of
waiting indefinitely for their
disposal.

We are convinced that vigorous
and conscientious action on the
lines we recommend could begin
to restore the right spiric among us.

Owing to the grave urgency to
do all that is possible to help

(Continued on page 8)

(f)

(b)

()



HUMAN RIGHTS

Statements in
Canada

We must, however, also take
note of situations where develop-
ments have been |ess encouraging.
In Sri Lanka, we are saddened by
recent reports of bombings by
the Alr Force in densely populated
Jaffna Peninsula. We deeply regret
the loss of life by innocent civl-
lians on both sides In the current
conflicc and urge the Sri Lankan
government to make Its best efforts
to find a peaceful political settle-
ment, Ye welcome the -efforts
of the Government of India to
faciliate negotiations between the
Government of Sri Lanka and various
Tamil groups and urge that these
efforts be continued.

Australia

The Australian Government shares
the widespared international dis-
appointment at the recent dete-
rioratlon in the communal conflict
in  5ri lanka. We continue to
watch deyelopments closely. In the
spirit of our long standing friend-
ship with that country, we have
saveral times expressed our con-
cern to the Sri Lankan government
that the human rights of all Sri
Lankans should be respected. We
have urged the Government of
Srl Lanka to sustain a policy of
mederation and reconciliation in
its hanu:lll.ngh of the communal prob-
lems and have made clear our
support for India’s meditiary role
in this complex and delicate matter.
We stress our hope that all in
Sri Lanka will eschew viclence and
renew their efforts towards a
peaceful political solution. We also
hope that the government of Sri

Lanka will facilitate all appropriate |

efforts of the International com-
munity, including such bodies as
the ICRC, to ameliorate the situ-
atlon of affected parties.

Ireland

The announcement [ast summer
of talks between delegations repre-
senting the Government of Sri
Lanka and the main Tamil parties,
together with an agreement on 2
ceasefire, gave rise to hopes that

B

‘ynreservedly condemns all

Geneva

a solution would shortly be found
to the tragic situation in 5ri Lanka.
We regret that the rtalks were
not successful and that, with the
increasing number of violent incl-
dents, the situation continues to
give grave concern.

Recent months have been an
increasing spiral of violence. Ter-
rorist attacks have brought the
deaths of numerous clvilians and
members of the security forces.
It is reported that hundreds have
died as a result of indiscriminate
rataliatory action by members of
the security forces. My delegation
such
killings, no matter who the per-
petrators may be. It Is of course
the responsibility of the authori-
ties to ensure that
rights and fundamental freedoms
of all Sri Lanka citizens are fully
safeguarded. It is also their res-
ponsibility to ensure that, In car-
rying out their duty of maintaining
law and order, members of the
security forces comply with domes-
tic law and with those inter-
nationally accepted human rights
principles from which no dero-
gation may be made. In particular,
Mr. Chalrman, my delegation rei-
traces that terrorist outrages may
never be used as an excuse for
summary executions, mass punish-
ments or arbiratory arrests by
members of the armed forces or
the police such as haye
reported,

Christian . . .
(Continued from page 7)

forward a Political Selution to our
present conflict and to create an
atmosphere of truth, trust and
credibility in accordance with basic
teachings of the great religions
professed in our land we appeal
to all concerned to take immediate
action to foster a language of
discourse and a strategy of acticn
involving direct human and personal
contact between the leaders of
the Government and the Tamil
leaders In the conflict far more

than the indirect contact, so that -

it can help mutual understanding.
goodwill and compassion, between
the contending groups. ‘e trust
therefore thatall whoare In posi-
tions of leadership in all political
groups will act according to the
spirit and principles of the religious
professions made and that allcitizens
of Sri Lanka will lend their sup-
port to such actlon with the
urgency that the present situation
demands from us all, If there is
to be reconciliation and peace In
our land.

the human |

been |

TRENDS

(Continued from page |)

But the response to the news
of Justice Percy Colin-Thome’s
appointment went  beyond the
boundaries of Hulftsdorp. The
best man for the job, was the
reaction even among the most
anti-UNP of public servants and
professionals.

The UNP has been inoffice
for almost nine years. So the
appointment of the Commission
can hardly be seen as prema-
ture. The unparalleled flow aof
aid has multiplied opportunities
beyond the wildest dreams of
the so-called ‘new mudalalis’
of the SLEP.

ARMS BAZAAR

A current joke in the  city
catches the mood of the times
gy the defence budget expands
at the expense of the develop-
ment or social welfare ministries,
On the day that press publicised
the fact of an extra 2.5 billion
rupees allocation, Colombo's busi-
nessmen were  trying to ferret
out  how  many new ‘dummy’
companies were being formed.
These would be the “fronis™
behind which the fhandful of
Sri Lankans who are the busiest
in the local arms bazaar would
operate. Wives, daughters, sons—
in-law and cousins would become
the “direcrors” of such ad hoc
firms  which would probably
close down after every deal is
won or lost.

The. last minute inclusion of
newspaper proprietors,  edifors
and  editorial  staff and the
office-bearers of trade unions
raised  eyebrows and provoked
sardonic comments.



PRESSURES ON GANDHI

The ticking time-bomb

Dilip Bobb (Associate Editor, India Today)

The sudden and strident exchange
of charges and countercharges
telegraphed between the two
countries last fortnight clearly
marked an ignominious and abrupt
end to the cosy honeymoon New
Delhi had naively embarked upon
with Colombo. It also signalled
the Indian Gevernment's bealated
determination to adopt a markedly
tougher posture in its role as
peace-broker between the two
warring sides.

In-what was easily the strongest
statement to emanate from South
Block since Rajiv. Gandhi came to
power, the Indian Government
accused Srl Llanka of trying to
*find an alibl for the failure to
engage in constructive negotiations'
and of “casting personal aspersions"’
on External Affairs Minister Bali
Ram Bhagat, who in the midst of
a stormy Lok Sabha debate over
the Indian Government’s handling
of the Sri Lankan crisis, had Issued
the provocative remark that the
action of 5ri Lankan security forces
had tthe elements of genccide'.
Bhagat also suggested that It was
time the Sri Lanka Government
came up with a time frame in
which to find a political solution
to the problems. Bhagat's remarks
predictably produced an equally
provacative tirade from Colombo,
which fell back on its time-worn
tactic of once again accusing India
of assisting and encouraging training
camps for Tamil milicant groups
in Tamil Nadu. Colombo’s state-
ment also said that: The value
of the proferred good offices of
the Indian Government stand im-
paired and its credibilicy diluted."

The Indian Government then
put the seal on Its abrupt about—
turn by taking the rather extreme
step of stopping the [ndian cricket
team’s impending visit to Sri
Lanka for the Asia Cup, scheduled
for end-March. The sudden and
mutual escalation In the verbal
war has fragmented the fragile

hopes for peace that the negotia-
tion process initiated by the Indian
Government in 1983 had tenta-
tively raised. But in many ways,
it was somewhat inevitable,

The clincher came when Colombo
sent signals that they were willing
to consider the three crucial
issues - contained in the latest
amended proposals worked out
between Foreign Secretary Romesh
Bhandarl and the moderate Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF) —
the land sectlement [ssue, the
law and order proposal asking
for a Tamil police force and the
proposal to merge the northern
and eastern provinge. Srl Lankan
strongman  Lalith Athulathmudali,
indicated that they were willing

to give in substantially to the
first two and would even be
willing to negotiate further on

the third. The peripatetic Bhan-
darl once agaln put a Colombo
sticker on his bags and flew to
Madras enroute to Sri Lanka,
The day he left, a special courler
arrived  from Colombo with a
5B-page document containing the
Sri Lankan reaction to the TULF
proposals. “They bore no relation
to the discussions we had been
engaged in uptill that time'’, said
a foreign ministry source. An
embarrassed BhanJ;ri had to fly

back from Madras, sadder but
wiser.
The bottomline, however, s

that the Indian Government seems
to be finally convinced that Presi-
dent Jayewardene and his adyisers
have decided that there is only
one solution to the problem —
the military option. Sri Lanka's
indisciplined security forces, bol-
stered by the recent acquisition
of a wide wvariety of weaponry
from rather dubious sources, have
escalated their brutal anti-Tamil
offensive alarmingly in the past
two months through their cordon-
and-search operation (INDIA TODAY,
March 15). The fact that the

main  victims of the crackdown-
concentrated in the eastern pro-
vince —have been innocent Tamil
civilians put additional pressure
on South Block to undertake a
major review of their policy.

Finally, political realities, hitherto
ignored, put the torch to the
funeral pyre of India’s peace ini-
tiative. Apart from the uproars
In° Parliament last fortnight, with
members, not just from Tamil
Nadu, baying for the Foreign
Ministry’s blood, the AIADMK
Government In Tamil MNadu has
made it clear to the Congress (I)
that the scle reason for its shock
defeat In last month's municipal
elections was the electorate's dis-
gust with Its attitude towards
the Sri Lankan situation. In the
latest round of high-level meetings
chaired by the prime minister to
review the Sri Lankan policy, the
participants Included G. Partha-
sarathi, who had been sidelined
on Sri Lankan affairs at the re-
quest of the layewardene Govern-
ment, and Tamil MNadu's Electricity
Minister, 5. Ramachandran.

Neither could the Indian Govern-
ment ignore the faet that the
refugee population from Sri Lanka
has  started to reach alarming
levels In terms of the financial
burden involved In their upkeep.
Since Dezember 1983, a total of
1,24,828 Srl Lankan Tamils have
fled across the Palk Straits In
fear of death or destruction of
their -homes by the Sri Lankan
security forces. In fact, the Indian
Government has now asked Sri
Lanka to share refugee expenses.

& L] =

THAT Colombo had decided to
concentrate on its desperate search
for a military solution was patently
obvious. But the Increasing invol-
vement of Pakistan in that hitherto
futile search was added reason
for India to harden its stand.
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According to defence and intelli-
gence sources, the major source
of Sri Lanka's arms acquisitions in
recent months has been Pakistan,

followed by South Africa, lIsrael,
UK, China and Singapore. From
Pakistan, the Sri Lankans have

acquired a large amount of heavy
and medium artillery in the form
of 25 pounder field guns, 130 mm
medium guns and rocket—propelled
grenades, apart from an estimated
10,000 small arms In the form of
rifles, light machine guns and mor-
tars, Latest reports say that the
Pakistan Government hasalse promi-
sed Colombo six helicopter gunships.

Pakistan's Involvement extends
well beyond weapons supply. In
the last one year, an estimated
8,000 officers, junior commissioned
officers and other ranks have
returned from Pakistan having com-
pleted courses [n counter-insur-
gency, artillery, junlor commanders

forces are being trained by the
comically-named Keeny Meany Ser-
vices, an outfit made up of former
Special Air Services (SAS) veterans
who haye served earlier in Oman
and usually do nor operate in
foreign countries without the tacjt
approval of the British Government.

In addition, Srl Lanka has ac-
quired [50 armoured cars and
personnel carriers from South
Africa and lsrael, 21 Bell helicop-
ters from Singapore which are
being converted into gunships,
six SIA Marchettl aircraft from
ltaly for strafing and an equal
number of Cessna 337's for sur-
veillance. It has also bought 50
patrol boats and 40,000 land-
mines in the past year. All these
acquisitions have inflated the coun-
try's defence budget from Rs. 17.71
million in 1982-B3 to Rs. 57.65
millien In 1985-86, and encouraged
further confirmation that the only

collapsed, |s to mount an Inter-
national campaign to put external
pressure on Srl Lanka, Much of
its hopes rest with the US,
During his recent visic to Wvash-
ington, Bhagat raised the (ssue
with the US Administration which
has reportedly expressed support
for the move to get the lJaye-
wardene Government to exercise
more restraint on  its security
forces and adopt a more reason-
able attitude towards finding a
peaceful and mutually acceptable
solution to the ethnlc crisis. At
the same time, India strongly con-
demned Sri Lankan atrocities before
the Human Rights Commission in
Geneva last week, indicating that
Mew Delhi is determined to pull
out all the stops. But that could
also mean that New Delhi might
just be In the mood to allow
the Tamil militants to resume
their arms training on Tamil Nadu

training and basic training. Pakistan course the Government is bent soil, which would put the clock
is also reportedly training Sri  upon taking is a military one. back to a level where it would
Lankan air force and naval pilots, The Indian strategy, with its once again resemble the ticking
In Srl Lanka itself, their security peace Initiative having virtually of a time-bomb.

Now you can Eurail

through 16 European countries in comfort and at leisure for only US § R60

(payable in local currency)

All this will be yours and more
because with the Eurail Pass there are
thousands of trains to choose from-,
the high speed TGV or the luxurious
Trans Europa Expresses or

Yes.far only US $ 260 you can see most
ot.Europe, travelling First Class by

European national railways, The Eurail

Pass paid for in Sri Lanka gives you

unlimited mileage to travel the length

L and breadth of Europe. See the the modern Intercities often in
splendour of ancient Rome, the Vatican, less time than by air and certainly at
MNaples Florence,and Venice. Cross the Alps less cost than by car.

= and across Switzerland and France to

miraculous Lourdes and beautiful Paris,

=% or if you prefer you can change your pace

and take an excursion boat on Lake Geneva,

the Bhine, or the Danube

We will also assist you, at no extra
cost, with your Passport, Visas,
Traveller's chegues, Insurance, .
Airport reception, Hotel reservations |
and ground transport.

RLS@VALID Eurail A key to the heart of Europe- . .- . and a memorable experience.
FOR EUROFPEANSY All this will be yours .. .. ..and much more |
RESIDENT IN Talk to your travel agent or the general sales agent today —

SRI LANKA AITKEN SPENCE TRAVELS LTD.

Lloyd"s Building, Sir Baron Jayatilaka Mawatha, Colombo 1, Tele; 27861 — 8, 26414




The Crisis of Sri Lanka, a General
Election and Mrs. Bandaranaike

Chanaka Amaratunga

hat Sri lanka is at present

enshrounded In a grave crisis
Is a matter of unanimity. Any
attempt to identify the nature of this
crisls, any analysis of irs causes
and its possible resolution, how-
ever, brings us inte the realm
of contention, It is Ipurhaps even
Impossible to particularise the Sri
Lankan crisis to the degree of
recognizing what seems to me
obvious, that it is a political crisis
without Inviting sharp dissent; for
there are some who see our present
travails as no more than the
nihilistic work of terrorism which
Is not admitted as being political.
The rhetoric of a significant pro-
Eﬂrtiun of popular discourse that
elieves that there is no more
to our crisis than ‘the war against
terrorism® or alternately of ‘ter-
rorism's war against us’ and refuses
to acknowledge that the travails
of this country at the present
time are the symptoms of a far
more complex, and in the final
analysis more dangerous crisis of
which terrorism forms a deplorable
part, continues to muddy the waters
of rational analysis and render
more difficult the achievement of
a lasting settlement of the crisis.

There has been much discussion
over the past two and a half
years of a possible ‘settlement’,
It seems to me however, that a
- significant reason for the failure
of a ‘sectlement’” has been the
loose and simplistic way in which
we have identified the nature of
our crisis. Before we can arrive
at a basls for a setclement we
must have a clear and accurate
understanding of what it is we
are attempting to settle, The
specific proposals embodied In a
settlement as well as the modalities
by which such a settlement can
be achieved are inextricably bound

Mr. Amaratunga recently recaived o
Ph, D. from LSE ond is the General-
Secretary of the Council for Liberal
Demacracy.

up with our perception of the
crisis we propose to resolve.

In a crisis such as ours which
threatens the survival of Sri Lanka
as a peaceful, united, libera]l demo-
cracy to say nothing of the physical
survival of many of its citizens,
we cannot afford to loose sight
of the wood for the trees. This,
it seems to me, s precisely what
we continue to do. To view the

Sri Lankan crisis as a crisis of
race relations is to focus our
attention on a few trees. MNo
one can pretend that the Tamil

Froblem has not festered and grown
over many years leading to legitl-
mate dispute as to its source.
But it is the [oint adverse con-
tributlon to the crisis of spokesmen
of nationalism, beth Tamil and
Sinhala, that they have concentrated
thelr energies upon an analysis
of the recent past in terms of
the advancement or decline of
racial ethnic interasts. While it
seems to me incontrovertible that
real grievances suffered by Tamils
over the last thirty years and more
have contributed not a little to
the bitterness and violence of today,
it [s tragically one-dimensional
not to recognise that there are
Important, | would even say yital,
extra-racial factors. which have
exacerbated the Tamil Problem
from 1983 and made a solution
impossible of achievement. For this
continuing tragedy both the Govern-
ment and the Tamil separatists
are responsible. For the one In
a deliberate policy designed to
lead Sri Lanka upon a road to
authoritarianism, the other through
a myopia brought on perhaps by
the blinkered politics of ethnicity,
has refused to recognize. that the
crisls of Sri Lankan communal rela-
tions is but one facet (albiet a
very powerful one) of the crisis
of liberal democracy in Sri Lanka.

This realisation, that our crisis
is moral and Institucional has not

been widely understood principally
because we have become increas-
ingly dependent for our perception
of events on Infarmation and analyses
emanating from the State. There
seems a widespread acceptance as
objectlve of a presentation of
facts that fs subjective in the most
obvious and gross way. This is
not to say that there is some
objective reality which the popular
Instruments of analysis have con-
cealed. Political apalysis, more
than most other persuits, Is sub-
Jective. What | do believe Is that
most of us are denied a healchy
plurality of analysis which would
allowe us greater scope for making
informed, subjective judgements.
What | am attempting to assent
Is that there has been far too
little work on establishing the
close correlation between the
decline of pluralism, in its widest
sense, in Sri Lankan society and
the steady increase of politically
motivated violence and its attendant
social and economic dislocation.

Te my mind it is no accident
that the decline of respect for
liberal values — for individual
liberty, for the best traditions of
an independent and healthy parlia-
mentary democracy, for ;i?ersit}r
in all its many creative forms,
for tolerance at both the political
and the social level, since [970
has paralelled the increase of poli-
tical violence among supporters of
the principal parties outside the
MNorthern and Eastern Provinces as
well as racially motivated violence
and a violent reaction from Tamil
seperatists. The sharpest increase
in palitical violence in this country
has occured and continues to occur
in the 1980's, the period in which
Sri Lankan liberal democracy reached
to its lowest ebb thus far. The
deprivation of the civic rights of
Mrs. Sirimave Bandaranaike and
others in October 1980 and the
postponement of a General Election
via the unprecedented step of the



. Beferendum in December, [982
(conducted under a state of emer-
gency in a manner that caused
grave concern among all liberals
and most democrats) were the high
points of a consistent movement
towards the devaluztion of an open
and tolerant political process. It
must also be emphasised that the
many steps taken to circumscribe
the independence of Members of
Parliament and to devalue the
position of Parliament as a genuinely
representative institutlon contri-
buted towards the increasingly
authoritarian atmosphere in this
country teday. That this authori-
tarian atmosphere Is punctuated
by some genuine manifestations of
political p?urallsm and many ritua-
listic expressions of devotion to
the democratic process should not
obscure from us an accurate appre-
ciatlon of Its essential nature and
mare importantly, of its ultimate
purpose,

The record of the Tamil United
Liberation Front during its presence
in Parliament suggests that the
parliamentary /moderate  wing of
Tamil nationalism had a partial
appreciation of the close relatlon.
ship between the travails of the
Tamils and an extra-ethnic move-
ment away from a liberal democratic
Sri Lanka. The subsequent emphasis
of Tamil nationalism and Indeed of
significant  strands of non-Tamil
opposition to the contemporary
United National Party, on an exclu-
sively ethnic approach (e.g. an
approach to the question of pro-
vincial autonomy on the basis of
greater self-government for Tamils
rather than on the wider case for
decentralisation and the reduction
of the power of the Government)
(and the converse of that, an
identification with protection of
the interests of the Sinhalese) has
obscured the ideclogical and institu-
tional roots of our crisis and
prevented the identification of a
common F‘UFPDSE 'E.ITIDI'IE thOSE COM=
cerned with the rights of all Sri
Lankans [rrespective of race, class,
religion or any other sectarian
distinction.

My argument is therefore that
any analysis of our
that seeks a long-term and Just
solution must recognize the [nex-
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current crisis.

tricable link between lack of respect
for individual rights and lack of
respect for minority groups, vie-
lence against minoritles, and terro-
rism, and violence against the
person, Intolerance of the political
aspirations of the Morthern and
Eastern provinces and intolerance
of political dissent throughout the
lsland, lack of representation of
the Morthern and Eastern provinces
with the general lack of genuinely
representative Institutions. Sinhala
racism and Tamll seperatism are
not then, the only obstacles to a
solution’ of the crisis. A resolu-
tion of what Is a crisis of liberal
values requires a restoration of
the liberal wvalues of respect for
the human person, of Individual
liberty, of genulnely representative
democracy, of econemic and cultural
pluralism. lc is from an under-
standing of this, from a recognition
that the deprivation of Mrs. Banda-
ranzike's civic rights, the Referen-
dum to postpone a General Election
for six years, the anti-Tamil riots
of 1983, terrorism and the atrocities
of the 35ri Lankan armed forces
are all facets of the same erisis of
liberal democracy that we must
approach two issues of recent and
continuing significance, the restora-
tion of Mrs. Bandaranajke's civic
rights and her demand for a General
Election.

My vlew has consistently been
that the deprivation of Mrs. Ban-
daranaike's civie rights *‘marked
the begining of a new and powerful
phase in the tragle decline of 5ri
Lankan parliamentary democracy”
(1) Accordingly, | hope it is not
grroneous to belijeve that the
restoration” of Mrs. Bandaranaike's
civic rights marked the retracing
of a step on the road to
authoricarianism. WWhatever might

have besn the Government's
Intention in restoring Mrs. Ban-
daranalke's  civic  rights, and

speculation is all that we can
Indulze in on the subject, it does
seem  that the return of Mrs.
Bandaranaike into the political
arena as a free agent has streng-
thened the Opposition and so the
demacratiec process. The enhancement
of the Opposition has been secured
by her resistance to the twin
blandishments of returning -to
Parliament by nomination and of

standing in 3 by-election. The
single-minded  concentration by
Mrs. Bandaranaike on the demand
for a General Election has creared
an issue which has the potential
ta unite a wide coalitlon of
convictions and Interests.

The issue of a General Election
raises moral as well as ‘pragmatic’
considerations though even the
latter are not devoid of moral
content. The moral considerations
that are threwn up by the Infamous
Referendum and the extension of
the present Parliament for a full
term beyond its natural life
Involye representative democracy
and the legitimacy of our political
institutions, The ‘pragmatic’
considerations involve the political
context in which elections are
demanded and the  possible
consequences of elections. Mrs.
Bandaranajke's campaign for a
General Election, in which she
has the support of a constituency
wider than her own party, and
the arguments of the Government
for not having one until 1989
must be analysed from both the
moral and pragmatic stand points.

Fundamental to  the moral
considerations for or against *‘an
immediate General Election™ s
the legitimacy of the present
Parliament. (2) On this there is
no dissent for the contestants [oln
issue on the basis of thelr differing
opinlon on legitimacy. The President,
the Prime Minister and Members
of the Cablnet assert the legitimacy
of Parliament on the basls that
the verdict of a majority of those
who voted at the Referendum to
extend the life of Parliament, is
sufficient  justification for this
Parliament continulng In office
until 1989. To the Government's
moral argument two position are
axiomatic — a) that the postpone-
ment of a General Election and
the extension ofa Parliament beyond
its natural lifa are within the scope
of what may be done by a refer-
endum and b) that the resules of
the Referendum of December |982
was free and falr. Neither of these
positions Is capable of standing up
to rigorous examination.

(To be continuzd)



Part III

U. S. State Dept. on
Rights in Sri Lanka

Section 3 Respect for Political
Rights: The Right of Citizens to
Change Their Government

Sri Lanka Is an open, working,
multiparty democracy.  Citizens
enjoy universal adult suffrage, and
voter turnout iz generally over
B0 percent. Traditionally, the UNP
and the other major political party,
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP),
both of which draw their following
mainly from the Sinhalese majority
community, hayve alternated in for-
ming governments, The current
UNP government came to power
In the general elections of 977,
gaining 51 percent of the popular
vote and 83 percent of the seats
in Parliament, The UNP govern-
ment formulated a new Constitu-
tion, adopted by Parliament in
1978, which established the office
of a directly elected executive
president and provided for a pro-
portional representation system In
future parliamentary general elec-
tions.

Jayewardene became the first
Fresident under the 1978 Consti-
tution and was returned to office
In the presidential election of Octo-
ber 1982, gaining 53 percent of
the popular vote. General elections
to Parliament due in 1983 were
not held. Instead, citizens went
to the polls in a referendum held
in" December [982 to vote on a
constitutional amendment to extend
the term of the 1977 Parliament
from 6 to I2 years. Restrictions
were Imposed on the activitles of
opposition parties during the refer-
endum campaign, and some voting
Irregularities were reported. The
amendment was approyed with 54.5
percent of the votes and Parlia.
ment’s term now runs until August
1986, UNP candidates have won
most of the by-elections held
since 1977, including the two held
in 1985. President Jayewardene's
United National Party now holds
140 out of 153 occupled seats in
Sri Lanka's unicameral legislature,

Sri Lanka's political parties repre-

sent a variety of policical wviews.
Most opposition parties function
freely, several operate their own

newspapers, and the activities of
their leaders are covered by the
media. One party, however, the
extreme leftist  lanatha Vimukei
Peramuna (IVP), has been proscribed
since luly 1983 for alleged invol-
vement In communal riots during
the last week of that month. In
addition, the civie rights of the
leader of the SLFP, Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, were suspended in
1980 for a period of saven years
on the grounds that she exceeded
her authority during her tenure
as Prime Minister from 1970-77.
Until her pardon on January |,
I986, the suspension of her civie
rights prevented her from serving
in Parliament and campaigning on
behalf of her party's candidates
in elections,

Tamils, who comprise approxi-
mately 18 percent of the country's
opulation, are primarily represenced
y two parties. The Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF) claims to
speak for the Ceylon Tamils resident
in the North and East, and the
Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC),
which is also a trade unjon, repre-
sents the Indian Tamils. The Pre-
sident of the CWC serves as a
minister in the present Government_

Indian Tamils, who make up about
one-third of the country’s Tamil
population, are descended from
Tamils brought from India in the
19th century to work on the plan-
tations. They do not qualify for
Indian citizenship under Indian law
and were denied citizenship under
Srl Lankan law at independence.
Under a 1964 agreement between
the governments of Sri Lanka and
India to address the problem of
one million “stateless”  Indian
Tamils, many were repatriated to
India or granted Sri Lankan citi-
zenship. When the agreement
expired in 1981, there ware an

Human

estimated 94,000 Indian Tamils

plus thelr offspring born since
1964, who remained *'stateless."”
The Government estimates that

the toral number of stateless Indian
Tamils is currently around 150,000
persons. The Sri Lankan Govern-
ment has stated Its intention to
grant citizenship to those remalning
stateless but no action has been
taken to date and these Tamils
remain disenfranchised.

Sectlon 4 Governmental Atti-
tude Regarding International and
Mongovernmental Investigation
of Alleged Violations of Human
Rights

The Government is sensitive to
adverse reports on its human rights
situation but generally does not
interfere with investigations. Senior
government officials frequently make
themselves available to visitors
looking into human rights [ssues.
There were several special reports
on human rights in Sri Lanka In
1985.

A representative of the Human
Rights Standing Committee of the
Law Association for Asia and the
Western Pacific (LAWASIA) visited
Sri Lanka on a factfinding mission
In February. The mission's report
concluded that the situation had
deterjorated since LAWASIA's last
report in 1983 due to the escalating
violence and the erosion of demo-
cracy and the rule of law. Also
in February, two members of the
British parliamentary human rights
group visited Sri Lanka and con-
cluded that “in the present situa-
tion human rights are being violated
or infringed to a substantial extent."*

The chairman of the Australian
parliamentary amnesty group visited
Srl Lanka in June and presented
his findings, an update of his initial
report of lune 1984, to the Emer-
gency Committee on Sri Lanka, an
informal International group of
human righes activises. He found
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the ethnic conflict to be *“destroy-
Ing the economy, viclating human
rights and undermining the progress
of development programmes sup:-
ported by many governments over
many years.” In October an Amne-
sty International newsletter included

a special report on torture in
Srl Lanka, based on affidavits and
doctors' reports on the wvictims.

The Government follows a practice
of not responding to Amnesty
Internationzl reports, which It says
do not Identify, victims of alleged
abuses and are based more on
hearsay than hard Information.

The International Committee of
the Red Cross has a branch in
Colombo which has been active
in rehabilitacien projects. Several
local nongovernmental organizations
moniter human rights in Sri Lanka.
They collect information from fami-
lies of victims or members of
citizens' commlittees near the site
of alleged incidents. Their periodic
reports and appeals for change,
however, are generally not addressed
by the Government. Some attor-
neys represent defendants pro bono
in those human rights cases which
reach the courts.

At the end of 1985, the Govern-
ment was considering a proposal
to establish a Civil-Human Rights
Commission modeled on U.5. insti-
tutions which would be empowered
to mediate grievances.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL SITUATION

Sri Lanka's  population of
16,334,000 is growing at an annual
rate of 1.8 percent. The high rates
of growth (over 6 percent) in the
gross naticnal product (GMP) 5Sri
Lanka enjoyed from [978-81 have
decelerated =omewhat in recent
{)ears (5.2 percent in 1984). The
alance of payments situation deteri-
orated in 1985 due to a fall in
tourism, lower world prices for
tea, and the economic and social
distruptions caused by the island's
continuing ethpic strife. Lower
government revenues and greatly
increased defense spending have
produced a record budget deficit
which' is expected to fuel inflation
and contribute to depreciation of
the currency. Development expen-
ditures may also be curtailed to
reduce the deficit.
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Under the current Government's
market-oriented economic policies,
the expansion of the private sector
has been encouraged. Foreign in-
vestment has been welcomed burt
most has gone into the tourist and
textile industries. Sri Lanka's rapi-
dly growing textile exports now
constitute its third leading earner
of foreign exchange. Unemployment,
chronically severe, was estimated
at 1.7 in 1981, down from a post
independence high of 24 percent
in the mid=I970's.

Agriculture, contributing nearly
a quarter of GMP and employing
almost half of all Sri Lankan
worlkers, is the largest and most
important of the country's econo-
mic sectors. Lowlands are farmed
by smallholders raising rice, fruits,
coconuts, and wvegetables, while
the central hill country produces
tea, largely in government-owned
estates, and rubber. In 1948 5ri
Lanka was very nearly self-suffi-
cient In rice and overall was a
net agricultural exporter. How-
ever, lower tea prices and pro-
duction difficulties in the govern-
ment-owned  estates hurt the
agricultural sector in 1985.

The ambitious Maheweli scheme,

a series of modern dams and
irrigation systems aimed at pro-
viding hydroelectric power and

watering large tracts of underutl-
lized arid land, has become a
bone of contention In the current
ethnic troubles. Some Tamlls ob-

ject to government settlement
policies that are altering tradi-
tional local ethnic balances in
newly-irrigated areas.  Militant
Tamils have attacked Sinhalese
tettlers in some sections of the

Mahaweli scheme.

Citizens have the right to ac.
quire, hold and dispose of property,
but each individual may own only
| house and no more than 50
acres. The Government permits
noncitizen residents, exeept ‘‘state-
less” Indian Tamils, to own pro-
perty.

Sri Lanka's quality of life is
higher than that of countries of
equal income. Life expectancy at
birth i1s 69.9 years. The infant
mortalicy rate is 28.4 per 1,000
live births. The calorie supply as
a percentage of requirements is
98.4 percent (1977) and in 980

one of three Sri Lankans had
access to safe water (65 percent
urban, 18 percent rural). Although
a majority of 5ri lankans are
poor by developed country stand-
ards, there is virtually none. of
the starvation-level poverty ex-
perienced in some other developing
countries. Sri Lanka's free public
health care system Is generally
good by Third WWorld standards,
though it Is frequencly plagued
by shortages of medicines and
modern medical equipment. In
1983 there were 280 hospital
beds and |3 doctors per 100,000
population.

Srl Lanka provides free education
from primary school through uni-
versity level. The primary school

enrollment ratio is 102 (male
104, female 99). The overall
adult literacy rate Is 87 percent
and is constituted as follows:

males 91 percent, females 81 per-
cent. MNearly 18,000 students (44
percent female) are enrolled In
Sri Lanka's 8 unlversities.

Under Sri Lankan labor laws,
employment of children under age
12 is prchibited. Those between
age 12 and |4 are called child
workers and may not be employed
in industry or dangerous occupations;
employment of young persons bet-
ween |5 and 18 is subject to certain
restrictions, Employees under age
I8 cannot be required to work
outside of specified hours. In
addition, employers are required
to provide annual leave, rest
periods, and meal breaks. |In
practice, however, there isa child
work force, probably numbering at
least several thousand, who work
illegally in Sri Lanka, mostly at
lobs in rice cultivations, as domes-
tics, or as street peddlers. Efforts
to address this problem have been
hampered by the fact that, In some
cases, child workers are a major
source of family income.

There is no minimum wage, but
wage boards for 34 different trades
set minimum wages and working
conditions. Actual wages and wor-
king conditions generally exceed
these minimums. Most permanent
full-time workers are covered by
laws which provide that they shall

(Caontinued on poge 24)



The beginning and the desirable end
of statelessness

Paul Caspersz

Tha category of the stateless
was created by the Citizen-

ship Act No 8 of [943, By
the provisions of this Act the
estate  worker and other |[9th
century immigrants from South

India were in effect denied citi-
zenship. They were not the onl
section of the people then living
in the island who were potentially
subject to these provisions, byt
they were the only section of
the people who were compelled
to actually abide by them. The
basic flaw of the Act thus lias in

its motlvation leading to the
restricted range of its effective
applicability.

S. U. Kodikara admits that the
provisions of the Act were
undoubtedly rigid and restrictive,
but...this Act was not Intended
to provide for citizenship for the
vast majarity of Indians in Ceylon""
(Indo-Ceylon Relations, p- 109). But
to know what was not in
tended by the Act is surely less
important than to know what was,
And the intention was precisely
to exclude from citlzenship and
consequently to render stareless
the same category of persons,

D. S. Senanayake, Prime Minister
in 1948, himself is said to haye
admitted that he would have found
it difficult to produce the birth
certificate of his father If he was
asked to prove that he was a
citizen of Ceylon. Pietar Keune-
man in Parliament on |5 November
1960 said that he was assured
that D. S. Senanayake did not have
even his own birth certificate and
hence his son, Dudley, then Lea-

der of the Opposition, and later
Prime Minister, would not be
able to prove his citizenship.

And if anyone could not produce
the birth certificate of the father
the consolation the Act gave was
to ask the person to produce the
birth certificate of grand-father
and great—grandfather ! This neicher
D.’S. Senanayake nor his son Dud-
ley would of course ever have
been able to do. However it was

presumed that they, and hundreds
of thousands like them — Sinhalese,
Tamils of the North and East,
Muslims and even Burghers — were
citizens. Only those known or
suspected to be estate workers
or other [9th century Tamil Immi-
grants were asked to prove that
they were citizens. Mot being
able to produce proof, they were
declared to be non-citizens, state-
less.

The Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act No 3 of 1949
sought to assuage this indignity
by offering the thousands made
stateless by the 1948 Act the
possibility of obtaining, under cer-
tain conditions of domicile, eitl-
zenship by registration. The Cey-
lon Indian Congress at first advised
the workers not to apply for
citizenship under the 1949  Acr,
also on the grounds that to do
o would indirectly connote accep-

tance of the [948 Act, Afer
some months, however, the Con-
gress relented. Thus, within the

2-year period allowed under the
1949 Act for application for citi-
zenship by registration, no less
than 237,000 applications were filad
by the stateless persons on be-
half of a total of 825,000 persons.
It was obvious by this alone that
most of the Immigrants considered
in 1949 that Sri Lanka was their
only possible home and that they
had nowhere else to go.

Investigation of the applications
was dilatory and was never made
with any sympathetic appreciation
of the real difficulties faced by the
estate people in the matter of
furnishing evidence of domicile, as
required by the law, Hence by
1964, by which date all the
applications had been Investiga-
ted, only 134,188 persons or only
16.2 per cent of tEE total seeking
citizenship were admitted to citi-
zenship be either Sri Lanka or
India continued to in the category
of the stateless. The Parliamen-
tary Elections Amendment Act No
48 of 1949 compounded the in-

justice by deacreeing that only
citizens had the right]to vote.

Between 1943 and 1264 there
were several joint attempts b
the Governments of Sri Lanka and
India to confront the problem of
the stateless. These weare the
parleys between Oliver Goonetileke
Dudley Senanayake and C. C. Desai
in 1953, followed by the Dudley
Senanayake and Jawaharlal' [Neru
discussions in London in June 1953
the Neru—Kotelawala talks in New

Delhi in lanuary 1954 and again
in October 1954, the S. W.R.D
Bandaranalke-MNeru  informai  dis-
cussions in Delhi in  1957. All
these talks were incenclusive.

As long as Nehru lived, he

held steadfastly to the position
that the problem of the statelass
persons was not created by India
and that, while India would receive
all who were of recent Indian
origin and wished to return to
independent India (from Sri Lanka
and other countries) of their own
accord, he would never be party
to an agresment that would In
way force those who did not
wish to return in fact to return.
But MNeru died In May 1964,

Under Lal Bahadur Shastri India
suddenly changed its line. |In
September 1964 Shastri sent an
official Indian delegation to Colombo
to discuss the problem. Finally in
October 1964 there emerged the
Agreement in  Delhi Between
Shastri and Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka.
Estimating that there were app-
roximately 975,000 persons of In-

dian origin who thave not been
recognized either as citizens of
Ceylon or as citizens of India”
(this number not including +illicic
immigrants and Indian passport
holders), Sri Lanka and India

each agreed to grant their citl-
zenship’ to 300,000 and 525,000
persens respectively. This is the
famous 4 to 7 ratio. The 1964
Agreement stated that vthe status

(Continued on page [7)
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EXCLUSIVE

Review of Economic Policies and Progress 1977 — 1984

J. B. Kelegama

I Mew Economic Policies
and their Background

his paper is a tentative at-

tempt to review the economic
policies pursued and economic
progress achieved in the six years
1978 — 83 while comparing them
In some areas with the economic
policies and progress in the six
years 1971 — 76 in order to
explore what lessons can be drawn
for future econemic development
of the country. The attempt Is
In the nature of ap explorative
exercise to focus attention on a
subject of crucial importance and
immediate relevance to the country.
It will have achieved its purpose,
If it results in 2 serfous and
intensive discussion by students
of economics.

2. Economic policles in the
period |971-76 were designed
broadly to achieve welfare and
greater equality in the distribution
of wealth and income within a
framework of a self-reliant economy;

these policies were Implemented
through state ownership, control
and intervention over production,

distribution, trade and finance
combined with encouragement of
national as opposed to foreign
enterprise.  The new economic
policies launched in 1977, on the
other hand, were oriented towards
rapid economic growth In the
context of a free or open market
economy by the adoption of
measures to encourage and support
private enterprise both national
and foreign, by minimising of
state ownership, contrel and fin-
tervention in economlc activities
and by allowing the free play of

market forces and the price
mechanism.
3. The Government, in 1977,

reversed the major economic peli-
cies pursued since 1970, which it
believed, were responsible for the
poor economic performance In the
period 1971-76, and introduced a
package of new economic policies
whose main featuresare as follows —

(The authar was Secretary to the Ministry
of Trade and Is now oan  interpational
consultant).
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(a) Reducing the role of the
state in economic activities; en-
couragement of the private sector
and ending of preferential treat-
ment of the pugiic sector through
curtailing menopolies in the public

sector as insurance and telecom-
munications; introducing competi-
tion between the private and

public sectors as in bus transport,
restoring tax incentives and relax-
Ing trade and other restrictions
to private enterprise and encoura-
ging self-employment.

(b} Open door policy regarding
foreign investmenti— Offer of attrac-
tive incentives and tax holidays
to foreign capital and invitation
to foreign banks, which had hitherto
been disaliowed, te open branches;

(c) Privatisation: transfer of unpro-
fitable public enterprises to private
sector ownership or management
such as the National Milk Board
accompanied by de-regulation or
liberalization;

(d) Transfer of resources from
welfare or consumption to invest-
ment by limiting consumer subsidies
to the most needy groups;

() Unification of the basic and
FEECs rates of exchange and deva-
luation of the rupee by 5524 from
Bs. 726 = % | to Rs. 16 =5 I;
adoption of the policy of a Floating
Rupee thereafter resulting in a
gradual depreciation of the Rupee
year after year to Rs.27 = § 1.00
at present; the new exchange rates
were designed to provide better
export Incentives and to eliminate
price distortlons arising from an
overvalued currency and stimulate
domestic agricultural production;

(f) Relaxation of controls on
imports and exchange payments and
remictances allowing free Imports
without controls except In a few
items on the basis of 2 revised
and lower tariff structure; trade
liberalization was designed to revive
domestic Industry by free flows

of machinery, spares and raw
materials as well as to stimulate
new areas of private business
activity;

(z) Abolition of price controls
on most items and other regula-
tions on business activity so asto
allow free market forces to operate;

(h) Mobilization of external as-
sistance on a large scale to finance
an ambitious development program-
me centred round the Mahawell
Development Project as wall asto
meet balance of payments strains
resulting from open or free economy
and liberalised imports;

(1) Shift of emphasis from Import
substitution industries to export
oriented Industries particularly in
a Free Trade Zone or Export
Promotion Zone and the establish-
ment of the Export Development
Board-and Export Credit Insurance
Corporation towards this end.

4. The new economic policies
were launched on the basis that
private enterprise oriented econo-
mies in Asia had achieved higher
and more rapid economic progress
than the others, and Srl Lanka's
future lay in emulating these coun-
tries. Thus South Korea and South
East Asian countries, particularly
Singapore, were adopted as models
of economle development In formu-
lating the new economic policies
of the government. The attraction
of South Korea and ASEAMN coun-
tries is understandable, for It Is
beyond dispute that the free market
orientad countries had achieved
higher rates of economic growth
and higher per capita income than

the controlled economies of Asia
in® recent years.
5. The average annuzl growth

rate of real GDP In ASEAN coun-
trles In 1970-75 was 7.8 per cent,
that of Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore exceeding 8 per cent.
Republic of Korea showed a growth
rate of 9.8 per cent. In the South
Aszian countries where there is
greater state control over econo-
mic activities, on the other hand,
growth rate was much lower:—
Bangladesh 3.6 percent, Burma 2.5
percent, India 2.5 percent, Pakistan
4.5 percent and Sri Lanka 4.2
percent. Similarly per capita GDP
in the free market orlented eco-
nomies far exceeded that of the
controlled  economies. In 1978
per capita GDP exceeded USS
1,000 in Singapore, Malaysia, Re-
public of Korea and Hongkong

but fell below WUSS 200 in all
South Asian  countries except
Pakistan as shown In Table 1.



TABLE 1

Economic performance of selected Asian
Countries 1970-75

er caplta
Colntsy FGDF‘ IE?B
UssE
ASEAN 480
Indonesia 350
Malaysia 1216
Philippines 508
Singapore 3,293
Thalland 513
East Asia
Heongkong 3,128
Rupublic of Korea I,298
South Asia
Afghanistan 175
Bangladesh 115
Burma |28
India IR
Mepal 120
Pakistan 252
Sri Lanka 194

Average annual

Avorage annual
growth rate of

growth rate of

real GDP Food Production
1970-75 1970-75
7.8 -
B.5 4.2
10.3 4.8
6.2 49
9.8 Fid
6.4 6.7
7.7 9.7
9.8 4.7
38 4.9
3.6 2.0
73] 1.1
2.5 1.7
2.0 2.2
4.5 2.6
4.2 29

Source : UN Handbook of International Trade and Development

Statistics 98],

Food production in

ASEAN and
South Korez in

1970-75 exceeded

4 per cent annum while [t was
2.9 per cent  in Sri Lapka and
was even lower in other South

Asian countries except Afghanistan
as shown In the table,

6. Growth was so Impressive
in the four free market oriented
economies of the Republic of Korea
Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan
that they have been called the
“Four Little Tigers". The Republic
of Korea with a growth rate of
8 per cent is now a world class
economic power haying raised |ts
per capita income from %100 in
1961 to around $2000 today.
MNearly two-thirds of the Koreans
consider themselves to be middle
—class and the country has 958§
literacy.  Singapore's per capita
income of %6,500 has doubled
since 1978; it had a growth rate
of 9 percent and there are over
100 foreign banks operating In
Its territory. Hong-kong Is the
leading financial centre after New
York and London and it Iz the
largest exporter of garments in
the world, Taiwan Is the world's
I13th largest exporter and has an
impressive growth rate of Il per
cent. Thailand and Malaysia are
two of the best examples of

developing countries which have
diversified their exports within a
short period and achieved high
growth rates. Malaysia reduced
its depandance on rubber, tin and
timber by developing and expand-
ing exports of petroleum, vege-
table oil and manufactures while
Thailand added cassava, sugar, fish,

vegetables, pracious stones and
manufactures to her  traditional
exports of rice, rubber and tin.

{To be continued)

The beginning. ..

(Continued from page [5)
and future of the remaining
150,000 of these persons will be
subject matter of a separate
agreement between the two govern-
ments".

This separate Agreesment came
In 1974 and was signed by Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and Indira Gandhi.
By this Agreemant 5ri Lanka and
India accepted the granting of
cltlzenship to 75,000 persons each,
Thiz is the | to | ratio. Bath
Agreements added to the numbers
the phrase, *with the natural
increase in that number™. In
future statistics the eriginal number
(375,000 for Sri Lanka citizenship
and 600,000 for Indian citizenship)

were stated to be ‘the account-
able number” while those born
afcer 1964 were ‘'the natoral
increase'’. This natural Increase
is approximately 30 per cent or
about ene-third of the accountable
number),

The first Agreement stated that
the granting of Ceylonese citizen-
ship and the process of repatria-
tion *shall both be phased over
the period of I5 years” while
the second Agreement ‘'will ba
phased over a period of 2 years™.
As the first Agreement was dated
30 October 1964 by both Prime
Ministers, the Indian Government
held that the period for applica-

tion for repatriation to India
ended on 30 October [981,
There was a sense of a long
journey's end in the following
statement of the second Agree-
ment; *| am sure that it is a
matter of satisfaction to our
Governments that with the full

implementation of the 1964 Agree-
ment and the present Agresment
the problem of all persons of
Indian origin in Sri Lanka who
have not been recognized as citi-
zens of Sri Lanka or as citizens
of India, will have been finally
seccled”.

It was not settled, By lanuary
1986, only 421,207 out of 600,000
accountable persons had been gran-
ted Indian citizenship and only
197,535 out of 375,000 accountable
persons had been granted Sri
Lanka citizenship. The shortfall
from the original accountable
number — thar 1s 356,258 plus
the natural Increase since |964 —
represented the number still state-
less at the time of the January
1986 Agreement.

The most recent Agreement
heralds the desirable end of sta-
telessness. India  will grant clti-
zenship to 84,793 persons ﬁwho
applied before 30 October 1981
but have not yet been granted
Indian  citizenship) bringing its
total to 506,000 while Sri Lanka
will absorb the shortfall of 94,000
from the Indian accountable number
of &00,000. Then, as the recent
Sri Lanka government communigque
states, “the long-standing problem
of statelessness which has been
with us since 1952 will be finally
resolved'.
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Arms control and world peace — II

Reagan’s “Technological Fix”

M. de S,

A curious irony marks the
current nuclear arms negotia-
tions. It is the United States
that s pursuing “revolution™ while
the Soviet Union stands for detente
the prevailing nuclear balance, the
strategic status quo, it is parity
or what the International Institute
for Strategic Studies, London, calls
“‘approximate parity" (the slight
advantage lies with the US) which
has sustained detente and world
peace in the past decades. [t is
Mr. Reagan and his security advi-

sers who are seeking to regain
American  superiority and  thus
upset the balauce,

The main means of achieving

this is S. D. l. or the *“Star Wars"
program. Noting a basic confu-
sion about SD| itself, lan David-
son, foreign editor of the Finan-
cial Times, observed:

“At the heart of this con-
fusion lies the question wether
SD! is intended for reform or
revolution of the central ingre-
dients in the geo-strategic bala-
nce between the superpowers.
The administration has not re-
solved this question, because it
cannot: the research has not
been done. In fact, scores of
US scientists are joining the
debate on side of those who
challenge its technical feasibility.

The trouble is that Moscow s
convinced the hawkish advisers of
2 President whose single banner
has been “America NO. I"" have
“revolution”  in mind, pinning
their faith in the technological
superiority of the U.S.

“But it is sad, yet absolutely
characteristic of the nuclear
arms race that it should be
assumed that the way out of
the dilemma “noted the analyst'
is through a technological fix,
whereas the real problems are
political®.

It is a fixation on technology
which accounts for this naively
optimistic belief in a “technologi-

cal fix. But the history of this
issue, especially the late 60's and
the 70's, is a clear demostration
that notion of strategic superio-
rity founded on technological ad-

vantage J|s a shortlived satisfac-
tion.

When it built the ICMB's capa-
ble of reaching U. S. rtargets

Moscow approached parity in the
late 60's. In the same fashion,
Moscow maintained its parity of
status when the US advance through
multiple independently targeted nu-
clear weapons was very soon era-
sed by a matching Soviet response.

History’s Lessons

“Americans should learn Arms
Lessons from History” was the
ticle of an article recently written
by lohn Moeakley, a Democratic
representative from Massachusetts,
the deputy whip of his party. The
subject he duscussed In the New
York Times editorlal page was
the Reagan administrations decision
to test a new anti-sactelite weapon
a step he said that could result
in a *dangerous and Irreversible
arms race in ‘space". All this
time, remarked Congressman
Moakley, the US and USSR had
relied on satellites for peaceful
functions such as weather, navi-
gation, early warning, treaty
verification and reconnaisance. Now
the US was breaking the unwritten
ground rules and seeking to galn
an unfair advantage. But could |e
do so! History, he remainded the
Reaganites, had taughtusotherwise.

“It would be sad to repeat the
grievous error America committed
more than a decade ago In endo-
wing nuclear werpons with multiple
targetable re—entry vehicles. At
the time, proposals to ban MIRV's
before their deployment were re-
Jected because US defance strate.

gists assured America that the
Russions added MIRV's to their
warheads only a few years after

the US did. Today,
threaten us all'.

these systems

Hence Mr. Gorbachey's assured
comment cn the matter. Celes-
tine Bohlen, correspondent of the
Washington Post reported: The
Soviet leider said that Moscow's
opposition to a US space based
defence system was not founded
on concerns about being left be-
hind in a techological race. We
have no fear’ he said that we
shall lag behind in the space
race if it is imposed on us.
There is no need to test our
military and technological po-
tentialities one more time’,

Top US decision makers none-
the less appear to be thrilled by
the mere idea of making US mis-
siles “obsolete and totally impor-
tant”., The phrase belongs to De-
fence Secretary Caspar Weinberger
And his view is more complex
than that of his colleagues and
White House aides who are tanta-
llsed by technology and its mira-
culous capacity to determine his-

tory. In a recent article on So-
viet defence spending, Patrick
Cockburn, the Moscow correspon-
dent of the Financial Times,

remarked on how often Commu-
nist party officials referred to a
1980 statement of Mr, Weinberger
where the Defence Secretary had
dwelt fondly on the confident
caleulation that the Soviet leader-
ship, forced to joln the race in
space, would in fact undertake
their own program and thus break
the back of the Soviet economy.

Soviet Economy

As | noted in the last article
this was the second consideration
uppermost in the minds of the
'5DI' champions to exploit US
technology to the maximum in
order to Inflict punishment on the
Soviet Unjon economically.

A CIA report to Congress,
Cockburn noted, had concluded
that there were “two distinct
periods in Soviet defence spending
since 1965; before 1976, growth in
defence spending average 4 to
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59.per year; after 1976, the rate
of increase in spending dropped
appreciably to about 2%; per
year”.

Commenting on this Cockburn
wrote: “Despite the increase in
US defence spending since the
last years of President Carter,
there has been no parallel jump
in Soviet defence alocations,
although there have been muffled
cries of anguish from senior
Soviet military officers’.

How advocates of US militarism
draw argumentative support from
exaggerated reports on Soviet mili-
tary spending is one of the points
made in the annual survey “World
Military and Social Expenditure
for 1985 by Ruth Leger Siward,
former chief of the US Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency.
While calling on Moscow to be less
secretive about this information so
that the world need not rely on
Inflated figures circulated by US
agencies, Dr. Siward says that ins-
tead of being roughly equal, the
Warsaw Pact’s spending eould be
as much as 100 billien dollars less
than Nato's.

Third World

The postwar dreams of freedom
from fear and hunger, sustained by
international cooperation and col-
lective security have not been
fulfilled, concludes this report pub-

lished by the World Council of |

Churches and the Rockefeller Foun-
dation. On the contrary ‘militarism
is rampant, affecting political and
social development”. The author,s
indictment fis severest when she
remarks on the adverse impact of
militarlsm and the arms trade on

the Third World. Is there no other |

approach to international problems?
Miliarism has not brought peace
but *'a [ess as uftable, less secure
waorld and growing viclence in
which the world's people to a
large degree appear to have lost
contrel of the decision-making
process’.

vle  takes
Mr. Reagan. How very true. The
superpowers must agree. On their
negotiations and decisions depend
the resolution of fundamental pro-
blems of war and peace. At least
it must be said for Mr. Gorbachev
that he has taken the Initiative.
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In fact. Christopher Bertram, former
Director of Britain’s  Strategic
Studies Institute who Is now the
diplomatic editor of Die Zeit, the
influential VWest German weekly,
argues that Gerbachev has “‘cornered
the initiative'" in a contribution to
the Los Angeles Times. He wrote:

VWhateyer else may lie behind the
Gorbachey arms control plan, it has
made painfully clear that America
has lost the diplomatic initiatlve to
the Sovlats.:

By insisting that <the Strategic
Defense Initlative Is not negotiable,
the L. 5. administration has painted
jtself into a corner. Mow It cannot
probe whether Moscow is serlous —
which is llkely —or merely playing
to the gallery of public opinion.
le eannot find out what price Mikhail
Gorbachev is willing to pay for some
stability In the arms race whils he
pursues the mammeth task of moder-
nizing a backward economy. MNor
can the administration, even 1f It
wanted to, design a strategy for
deallng with the Soviet rival inthe
decade ahead, U.5. diplemacy is in
the doldrums.

Compare this to the fresh wind
from Moscow. Mr. Gorbachey, too,

was in danger at some stage of getting
hooked an fighting “‘star wars*" and
losing all diplematic flexibiiity a5 a
result,

The Washington hawks were de-
lighted about this at the time. They
saw it as a clear vindication of the
president's refusal, at the fireside
summit, to suggest restrictions on
testing new 5D] technologies. Tha
omission in the final agreement, so
the hawlks argued, Indicated that the
Soviets did not mind the U. 5. pro-
gram quite as much as their public
artacks had led Washingtan doves and
European peaceniks to  belleve. |
you enly apply enough pressure, so
went thelr advice, Moscow gives In.

Y¥ell, they have been proved wrong.
One thing that Mr, Gorbachev's latest
proposal makes amply clear Is that
there will be no arms control deal
unless the SDI program is curtailed
in one way or another. Yetr, while
leaving no. doubt about his views
on the matter, the Soviet |eader
has not made strategic defense the
canterpiece of his diplomacy. This
allows him to appear more flexible
more imaginative and more cocpera-
tive than his Soviet predecessors and
his American counterpart.

(Concluded)

two to tango” sald§

lef Palme, the 59-year-old

prime minister of Sweden and
leader of the Swedish Soclalist
Workers Party, was shot dead by
a mysterious gunman in the streets
of Stockholm in the late evening
of Fehrua? 28, Palme's wife Lisbeth
was wounded in the assault, which
took place as the couple was
walking home from a movie theater.
Characteristically Palme was with-
out bodyguards, becaues of his
expressed desire to “live like any
other ordinary man.'' The next
day, the site of the assassination
turned into a spontaneous memorial
as thousands of people filed by to
drop red roses on the bloodsoaked
ground,

For the American ruling class,
Olof Palme was the enfant terrible
of the social-democratic Second
International. In 1968 he marched
in Stockholm side-by-side with the
North Vietnamese ambassader to
Moscow in protest against the U, S.'
war on VYietnam. Palme welcomed
L. 5. drafc resisters and soldiers
fleelng from that dirty imperialist
war, and Infuriated Richard Nixon
by comparing the bombing of Hanol
with Nazl atrocities. While yester-
day's liberal *doves" have long
since joined the anti-Soviet *'con-
sensus,” lately Palme renewed multi-

| Outrage Over Olof Palme Assassination

million-dollar Swedish financing for
a paper mill at Bal Bang In Vietnam,
And in 1984, the Socialist prime
minister visited beleaguered Sandi-
nista Micaragua, condemning ag-
gression by the *contras.”” In the
face of U. S, sconomic boycotts of
both desperately Impoverished coun-
tries, Palme's Sweden provided
substantial aid to them.

‘Speaking Internationally for capi-
talist Sweden, which remained
neutral in two imperialist world
wars and s=old arms to both sides,
at home Palme was reviled by the
bourgeoisie as a class traiter, *l
was born in the upper class,” he
said, “but | belong to the labor
movement.' This *aristoerat turned
Socialist,” as: the MNew York Times
called him, was wedded to the
tigelfare state’ and the illusion of
a “'middle way'' between capitalism
and soclalism, He was returned to
office last September In a parti-
cularly bitter election marked by
assusations of being *soft' on the
Sovier Unjon. |t Is not clear at
this point who  was behind the
assassination, But Olof Palme will
be remembered by working people
around the world for his frank
condemnation of American impe-
rlalism’s greatest crimes,

—(U.S. WORKERS VANGUARD)



Part II

Gorbachev’s first year —
Acceleration is the catchword

Bhabanl Sen Gupta

ln foreign policy, too, Gorbachov
has maintained a high degree of
dynamism in the first year of his
leadership. Soon after his elections,
he took charge of Soviet foreign
policy by elevating Gromyko to
the presidentship. Then he sprang
a great surprise on the world by
making his old friend from Gear-
gia, Eduard Shevardnadze, foreign
minister. Shevardnadze's economic
reforms in the Georgian republic
had led to dramatic Increases |n
wheat, fruic and vegetable pro-
duction and ralsed industrial pro-
duction by 33 per cent. Without
any diplomatic experience, Shevard-
nadze made his debur at the
Helsinki conference in July, and
surprised the diplomats and media
people from the West with an
entirely new style. His rosy
round face frequencly broke Into
hearty laughter. His wisps of
white hair danced as he indulged
in banter and humour. He was
easily approachable. He and other
members of his team went out
of their way to be friendly.

Shevardnadze revealed the cen-
tral motivation of Gorbachoy's
foreign policy. “The foreign policy
of any state is Inseparably linked

to Its Internal affairs,” he told
the Helsinki conference, «“Our
party and our state have been

directing their main efforts toward
accelerating social and economic
advancements. To implement Its
vast plans, the Soviet Union needs
a durable peace.”

Gorbachov's peaca offensive is
almed at the apocalyptic Amerjcan
mindset — total war, glebal risk,
no time. It has pur Reaganist
milicarism on the defensive. How-
ever, his initiatives to normalise
relations with several key nations
of Europe. Asia and Africa are
also an integral part of his new
foreign policy. In the first 12

meonths of the Gorbachov era,
the Soyviet Union buile frultful
relations with such diverse nations
as China, Japan, Iran and Zim-
babwe. Chernenko’s funeral brought
to Moscow China’s up-and-coming
political star, vice premier Li
Peng, adopted son of Zhou Enlai.
Li Peng was educated in Moscow
in the 505 and was a contempo-
rary of Mikhall Gorbachov. The
two had a long private sesslon.
In_ luly 1985, another vice premier
of China, Yae Yilin, arrived in
Mozcow to sign the first long—
term trade agreement since the
Sino-Soviet break in -the early
60s. The five-year trade pact js
aimed at raising bilateral trade
to § 3.5 billion. It reached the
level of § 1.6 billian In 1985, up from
§ 1.2 billlon 1984, The Soviets
have returned to China in a big
way to bulld a number of large
industrial plants including three
powerful thermal stations and an open
-pit coal mine capable of producing
20 million tons of coal per year,

Shevardnadze's visit to Tokyo
In December, the first by a Soviet
foreign minister since 1973, opened
the way for negotlations to con-
clude a Soviet—Japan peace treaty
and for larger economic coopera-
tlon between the two. Visits by
two high-ranking Soviet officials,
a deputy foreign minister and a
deputy prime minister, within a
month to Teheran have warmed
up the frosted Soviet—Iranian rela-
tionship. The Sovier LUnion has
also built a rapport with Robert
Mugabe, of Zimbabwees, who Is
going to be the next chalrman
of the Monaligned Movement. The
impact of Gorbachov's daring
nuclear disarmament proposals has
been the greatest on Western
Europe.

More than anything else, Gor-
bachov's initlative for complete

nuclear disarmament in 15 years
has cast him in the global lime-
light. He has made the planet's
safety from nuclear annihilation
the central point of human affairs
in the last lap of the 20th cen-
tury. And, in doing so, he has
won the sympathy and support
of a global constituency of people
who share his concern that the
United States, with its Star War

programme, (s pushing the world
dangerously to the brink of
nucl ear war.

One day In lanuary,  Soviet

ambassador Anatoly Dobrinin walk-
ed into the office of secretary

of state George Shultz on the
seventh floor of the light-gray
State Department building  at

Foggy Bottom in WWashington and
delivered a set of proposals aimed
at ridding the world of nuclear
weapons in 15 years. Before the
Americans could formulate a res.
the Gorbachov plan  was
dramatically unfolded on Soyiet
television. An announcer declared
that Gorbachov was opening for
mankind *'the third milienium with-
out nuclear weapons.,” Prasident
Reagan fell between the stools
of his Star War nuclear weapons
and his declared objective to
eliminate all nuclear arms in the
foreseeable future. “We are grate-
ful for the (Soviet) offer,”” he
was constrained to say, while his
men immediately set out to pick
loaopholes in them. They didn't
have much suecess.

The Gorbachov plan, which was
hailed by the Palme Commission
and by Rajiv Gandhi, suggests
three overlapping stages for real
and total nuclear disarmament.
In 5toB years, the Soyiet Union
and the United States are to cut
their nuclear arsenals by 50 per
cent, to no more than 6,000

(Continued on page 23)
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Development Lottery — the
lottery with the Midas touch,
the pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow to tens of thousands
of ordinary people — has be-
come a household word in
Sri Lanka.

With the three chances of winning that it offers, Development
Lottery holds out your brightest chance of a pers.ﬂnal fDr'Lunn
which can be over a million rupees.

Development Lottery proceeds are channelled through the
President’'s Fund to promote the development and prosperity
of your country.

Mahepola Scholarships, President’s Scholarships for post:
graduate studies abroad, tube wells to provide drinking water and
granting of relief to victims of natural disasters are some of the
activities financed by the Development Lottery through the
President’s Fund.

So when you next spend Rs. 10/- to buy a Deuelnpment
Lottery ticket, remember that you hold.in your hand not just
the prospect of your own fortune but the Key to your country’s

progress,

EW*—;YOHL i—ww' chance to a fortune —
L@Trt-Ry Your country’s promise of progress.




CAT’S EYE

WOMEN AGAINST
MILITARISM AND AGAINST
MALE YIOLENCE

The United Nations proclaimed
1986 International Year of Peace,
and many activities have been
planned by UM agencies and non-
governmental organisations to com-
memorate the year. However,
women all over the world have
linked the issue of peace with the
issue of viclence against women.
+Peace is no Violence Against Wo-
men’, is a slogan of women’s groups.

Women of course have always
*been particularly interested in peace,
since war and violence harm them
in many ways., As early as 919
— after the First World War, the
VWomen's International League for
Peace and Freedom (WILPE) was
formed to campaign against war;
this organisation is still active. In
Australia too, there were many
women's groups in the 1920's active
against conscription, militarism and
visits of warships.

South Pacific women also has a
long history of struggle against
nuclear tescing — the first protest
being in 1967 of the YMCA in
Fiji against the French testing.
One of the most poignant and
spectacular actions of women was
in Morthern Ireland where two
mothers — a Protestant and Catho-
lic (Betty Williams and Mairead
Corrigan) mobilised women for
peace, in 1976 in protest against
the killings of 3 children. They
launched a massive movement and
the two of than won the MNobel
Prize For Peace subsequently.

In the 1980's there has beena
growth In women's activities for
peace — one of the themes of the

. Women's Decade being 'Peace’;
there were the famous Peace Mar-
ches by Scandinavian women from
Copenhegan to Paris in 1980, and
1981; and in the U. K., from 198l
onwards, women have set up Peace

Camps at Greenham Common In
Berkshire where the US Air Force
haz a nuclear base. In 1983, 2000
women blockaded Greenham and
supporters linked hands 12 miles
between the Burghfield nuclear
weapons factory and the Greenham
base. In 1984 the Greenham Com-
mon women [oined Dutch women
to demonstrate in the Netherlands
and in 1985, there was an Inter-
national Forum against nuclear
weapaons in Tokyo where the *Tokyo
Appeal' called upon women all
over the world to unite against
nuclear weapons,

But for women peace is more
than an absence of war, It also
means an absence of viclence against
women in the home, at the work
place and In society. As Charlotte
Bunch as stated:

To seek to end militarism without
also ending the dynamic of domination
embadded in male viclence at home
would be futile. And so teo, the
reverse; we will never fully and male
violence agalnst individuzl women
unless we also stop celebrating the
organized viclence of war as manly
and appropriate behaviour.

(Bringing the Global Home)

AGAINST MILITARISM
IN SRI LANKA

In Sri Lanka too a women's
peace movement exists (VWomen
for Peace) uniting women of all
ethnic groups in an effort to pro-
mote 2 peaceful rather than a
militarist solution to the ethnic
crisis, lts journal Samakali, in a
message for YWomen's Day, states,
iLet Us Demand a Just Peace

The ‘sthnic conflict’ in 5l Lanka
has escalated Into a destructive war.
Today, Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims
— whether as members of the Security
forces, militants or ciyilians — are
killing each other in the north and
the east., More recently, riots In
the hill country demonstrated how
easily such violence could spread
further.

From

W& cannot
an economic point of view, wa wasta
seventeen milion rupees = day on

afford this war.

“Defence’. Politically, the Tamils
of the north and east are no longer
represented in natlonal politics whila
under the prevalling emergency regu-
lagions basic political freedoms have
been restricted in all parts of our
country. Soclally, the war continues
to drive the communities apart and
those who have lived as nejghbours
end up as enemies andfor refugees
in' different camps. Psychologically,
the bitterness has hardened the
communities concerned as accusations
and counter accusations feed the war
psychosls, But most [mportant is
the human cost of this war, In
terms of the lives lost, thoss who
hava been raped and brutalised and
those whose homes, livlihoods and
futures have been shattered,

Gorbachev’s . . .
(Continued from page 21)

charges for each. They also dis-
mantle their Intermediate range
nuclear force (INF) in Europe.
The nuclear forces of Britain and
France are to be frozen during
this phase at their present strength.
The United States and the Soviet
Union renounce space weapons and
stop all testing. In 1990, Britain,
France and China begin to dis-
mantle their nuclear arsenals and
join the ban on space weapons
and testing. Also to be stopped
is the development of *'non-nuclear
weapaons based on physical princl-
ples, evidently including laser and
particle beams.'” Mo later than
1995, +elimination of all remaining
nuclear. weapons’' begins. In 2
bold initiative to disarm cynics
in the WS, Gorbachoy announced
that the Soviet Union would ac-
cept ‘*‘on-site verifications'” and
any other additional verification
measures found necessary."

Gorbachov Is utterly uncompre-
mising on Reagan's SDl. *Instead
of wasting the next 10 to 15 years
by developing new weapons In
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space, allegedly designed to make
nuclear weapons useless, would it
not be more sensible to eliminate
those arms and bring them down

to zero!” asked Gorbachov. He
sajd if the US insisted on its
Star War weapons, the USSR

would have no option but to do
likewise. That would plunge the
world into an encirely new nu-
clear arms race. In that event,
the measure of acceptable risk
would go beyond the permissible
limit. If a complicated computer
technique got out of human control
there could be nuclear war! Gor-
bachov also pointed out the grave
risk any nonaligned country would
run if it took part in the Ameri-
can SDI, which is a nuclear arms
project. If SDI got the use of the
territory of a nonaligned country,
that country would be helping the
US develop a2 new generation of
nuclear weapons aimed at the USSR,
In a critical sicuation, the Soviet
Union would be justified in inflic-
ting “a nuclear-missile strike upon
the countries who dispose their
territories for deployment of the
space anti-missile defence compo-
nents.”

The Gorbachov proposals have
encouraged the oppenents of nuclear
war as much as they have frigh-
tened the protagonists of endless
spirals of nuclear arms race. It
wasn't a media coup, warned
Pierre Lellouche, asseciate director
Institute Francais des Relations In-
ternationals, of Parls. %t is a
sophisticated political war machine
aimed at the very foundation of
the WWestern alllance’s security
system.”’ Cried out News Week,
on behalf of Washinton's confused
community of nuclear strategists,
“Soylet leader Gorbachoy is turning
out to be an even more dynamic
adversary when the Reagan admi-
nistration originally expected."

Gorbachov represents. a new
trend, a new wave in world poli-
tics. A peace wave, a cooperation
wave, that would leave the cold
war and the hot peace behind.
He came to power in the USSR
after 28 months of leadership
paralysis. The Soviet Union had
four leaders in the first 65 years
of its history. It has had Its
third leader In the remaining 28
months! At 55, Gorbachov cn
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expect to remain In power for
ten to fifteen years. He will cer-
tainly continue to be at the centre
of world attention for many more
years. The best and most accurate
description of the man came from
Andre Gromyko who proposed
him for the office of CPSU Gene-
ral Secretary Just a Yyear ago.
Addressing the members of the
CPSU central committee, Gro-
myko said, *Comrades, he has a
nice smile, but he has iron teeth.”
Indians will have a chance to
watch him for themselves when he
comes to Delhi — probably in a
few weeks from now.

Letters. ..
(Continued from page [)

plantation Tamils wanted Sri Lankan
Citizenship. MNumerous were re-
jected on unknown and unchallenge-
able grounds, families were split
apart etc. In short: it meant
compulsion. A compulsion under-
lined by communalist riots against
the plantation Tamils In the [ate
seventies and onwards.

Furthermore it is an easily
forseeable irony that those ex-
patriated to India have become a
new problem of integration there.
They have become outcasts |In
their new country of domicile.
There they are looked upon as
foreigners or refugees. They are
like ‘cagebirds let loose to the

vultures'. The expatriates fate
cn the Indian side is a great
tragedy.

Yes, 1964 was the year for a

unigue diplomatic enterprise. At
last a strong Srl Lankan Premler
pressed a weak |Indian FPremier
(Shastrl) to take over the bulk
of these people. [t was a move
in the communalist and ethno-
centric tradition gaining ground
In Colombo at that time.

As is the present day opposition
to Mr. President's move to accept

another 94,000 stacteless estate
Tamils.

Thomas Bibin
Sweden

U. S. State Dept. ..
(Continued from pa_ge 4}

work no more than 45 hours per
week, no more than. 9 hours per
day or more than 5§ days per
week, and that they will receive
a l4-day pald holiday annually.
Workers in the unorganized agri-
cultural sector are not covered
by these or any labor laws,
although the Government may
investigate individval complaints.

\Women have equal rights under
the law, idcluding egual property
and inheritance rights. The various
ethnic and religious groups have
their own strictures, however,
which place soeme. limitations on
women. Some Tamil families believa
their women members should not
be seen working in public. Some
Muslim women are discouraged by
members of their community from
seeking higher educatlon or employ-

ment. Some women fill Imporzant
posts in the civil service, the
professions, and business, but the

majority are found In manual and
semiskilled jobs and in the home.
Women vote in large numbers but
otherwise play a more limited role
than men in the political process.
There are currently six women
members of Parliament, Including
one woman minister of cabinet
rank. Sri Ladka had the world’s
first woman Prime Minister.

The caste system is reportedly
breaking down among Buddhists,
but it remains important when
marriages are arranged, and it
continues to be widely observed
among Hindu Tamils. Members of
virtually all of Sri Lanka's ethnic
minorities occupy prominent posi-
tlons in all walks of public and
private life, but since independence
the Sinhalese majority has steadily
strengthened Its relative position
of influence in most sectors of
society. The miniscule Veddah
population in 1985 became even
more thoroughly assimilaced into
farger Sri Lankan society. A
number of hunting and gathering
Veddah communities were provided
with land on which to begin
seccled  agriculture, and a few
former hunters were offered Jobs
in national parks and reserves.
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INTER-RACIAL EQUITY
AND NATIONAL UNITY
IN SRI LANKA

('H're document  was produced by the Marga Institute in October
1983, as part of a programme of work Initiated by the Citizens’
Committee for MNatjenal Harmony, immediately after the communal

violence in (983 ...

Since the document was first released, more up-to-date infor-
mation and data on some aspects of the problem have become
available — for example the data from the socio-economic survey
1980/81 . . . .

Mevertheless the document is being reproduced essentially in its
original form, both because It reflects the state of the discussions
at the time it was prepared, and also as the substance of the report
including the factual analysis has not been rendered any less relevant
or valid by what has taken place. There has also been a continuing
demand for the original document |locally as well as from abroad.

A few clarifications have been Included in the present \rersign_)
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