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ABDUCTED MONKS

‘Disappearances’  drew  world
altention in the [1970°s as a
Latin Americam phenomenon and
a peculiar characteristic of what
Costa Garvras in his film based
on  the Urugnayan experience
called ‘The State of Seige' and
political sociologists  fermed the
State of National Security,

The stark and stariling fact
of ‘disappearances’ first brouplit
fo light by Amnesty International
and then by the State Depp
came home to the averape Sri
Lankan last month in the most
bizarre fashion. :

Five monkcs on a fast in support
af the Nurses Union  sirike,
twe national dailies reporied, were
bundled into vans by a group
af men at midnight  and trans-
ported to wunknown  destinations.
Twe days later, two of the
monks  found themselves in a
cemetery  forty  miles  from
Colombo. The others had been
dropped off in places close to
the city,

Nothing has been said of this
incldent since then and the daily
press, including the major Sinfala
papers which wswally  take wup
the cause of the Sangha promptly
and boldly, has chosen to remain
sifent. No editorials, no com-
mentaries, no indignamt letters
to the press. And yer this iva
Buddhise land truly proud of its
Buddhist heritage,

What is the role of the Sangha
in aur socletv: How fmportant
are the monks: How sincere
is the Buddhist public's protes-
tations of respect and reverence
Jor  the Sangha? [Is politics
supreme and the  represiive
apparatus all powerful?

SUSPECTS’ RIGHTS

A long dormant Bar Associg-
tion  has larely displayed a
refreshingly  active  concern in
the legal rights of the citizen.
A welcome change from preoc-
cupation with abstruse questions
of “legal reform™ or the rights
of the affluent client has taken
place, The need for such con-
cern is all the more urgent
when Sri Lankans have now to
live with not merely profonged
temergency’  but the draconian

FPrevention of Terrorvism Adct, a
faw which Mr. Botha would
warmly approve and applaud,

The Bar Adssociation’s sub-
conttitice studying much-needed
amendments  to the  Criminal
Provedure Code has recommended
that the FPolice should inform a
Sriend, relative or any  Attorney.
al-law when g suspect is taken
into custody,

it has also urged the govern-
ment o amend the law 5o that
@ judge of the Hizlh Court or
a magistrate conld speedily  in-
quire into any complaint regard-
ing the detention of a suspect.

The committee holds the view
that Habeas Corpur applications
downot expeditionsly serve the cons-
tintionally guaranteed fundamen-
tal rights of a suspect when
the police exceed the 2d4-hour
rule of detention of a person
without charge.

MINISTERIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

The Minister must take res-
ponsibility for the Kantalai tank
disaster  said SLFP  leader
Mrs. Sirimave Bandaranaikce at
a receni rally.  She cited the
case of the Indian minister who
submitted his resienation imme-
diarely after a rail crash, In
Sri Lanka, traditions have been
somewhat  different. After a
major train  accident, one of
our Ministers asked the Oppo-
sition whether he was expected
to stand by the railway  track
with a red flag.
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Obscurantism?

Mr. Amaradasa Fernando accuses
me of many quite terrible things,
and among them of cbeing on
the side of the forces of corrup-
tion zbuze of power and" — nota
bene — “obscurantism'’,

All | did was te correct a
serles of incorrect statements made
by him (some trivial, others seri-
ous) and for a reason | clearly
mentioned: appearing as they did
in a reputable jeurnal, unless cor-
rected, they would acquire the
status of established fact. This
is obscurantism? Mark you, Mr,
Fernando doas not challenge me
on any of rthese corrections,
Instead he calls them *nit-plck-
ing. It is also relevant to point
out that the correct version of
the facts given by me in no way
puts the U. M. P. government in
a better light than Mr. Farpando's
incorrect  version, Surely he s
not argulng that if one s against
this government and all ic scands

for 1t does not matter what one
says about it so long as it is
contra !
(Continued on page 7)
Mews Background 3
The Sixth Amandment 2
The Crisis of Sri Lanka — 11 i1
More or Less About English 12
Mationalism 14

Tha Politics of Communalism &

Farelgn Mews 17
Rigional Perspective 25
Cat's Eye 15
Correspondence 18
Wife-beating 13
Poetry Cornar 3

Printed by Ananda Press,
8213, Wolfendhal Streer, Colombo 3.
Telephone 3 597 5

LaRAC




A unified and unique
contribution through
diversification

The Browns Group of Companies cover almost every aspect
of trade, industrial and agricultural development in Sri Lanka.
With the accent on Group Progress through diversification and
specialisation, each Member of Associate Company is equipped
to provide services and goods of the highest standard. Yet the
Group, as a whole, is based on a concept of umfied service,

which assures you of the overall benefits of its combined
resources.

THE BROWNS GROUP OF COMPANIES

481, Darley Road, Colombo 10. P.O. Box 200, Tel. 597111

AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY, ENGINEERING, TRANSPORT,
TOURISM, EXPORTS, TRADE.




THE RETURN OF

ROMESH BHANDARI

(WITH TAMILNADU ESCORT)

Mervyn de Silva
(1

his time there must be a
finality . . . the Indian pgo-
varament must take effective action

if the talks are inconclusive... It
can be diplomatic or it can be
direct involvement™ said Mr. A.
Amirthalingam the TULF leader

in an interview with Reuters a
few days before the Indian dele-
gation led by Mr. K. Chidambaram,
the Unien Minister of State for
Personnel, and Pensicns arrived in
Colombo.

While Mr. Amirthalingam’s rema-
rks made it clear that the exiled
TULF was at the end of its techer,
equally clear was cthat for the 5ri
Lankan press, reflecting no doubt
the national moed, It was another
“Bhandari missen”. All the fronz-
page stories and the political
calumns gave prominence to Mr.Bhan-
dari, who at the moment holds no
official post.  Of course, there was
one strong rveason for such news-
paper treatment,

Mot long after Mr, Rajiv Gandhi
became prime miniscer, Mr. G.
Parathasarthi the co-author of “An-
nexure ' was eased out of the
negotiator’s role largely because
of Sr1 Lankan criticism. Before
and after Thimpu, it was Mr.
Romesh Bhandari, the foreign secre-
tary, who was on centre stage,
Besides, Mr. Bhandarl who is NOT
from Tamllnadu or the Indian
couth, was Colombe's favourite.
To make the rele itzelf more im-
portant, the new Indian prime
minister himself had  publicly
enlarged his own involvement. Mrs,
Indira Gandhi had only offered her
vgood offices” whereas Mr. Rajiv

Gandhi had openly assumed the
role of mediator in the Sri Lankan
confliee.

The collapse of Thimpu and the
all too evident failure of ‘the

cessation of hostilities” — both
sides paying litcle heed to the
accords and blaming each other —
led Mr. Gandhi, step by step, to
reconsider the usefulness of his
involvement. By the end of I985,
Mr. Gandhi persisted in posing
the guestion whether his services
as mediator were realfly required
any longer. 5ri Lanka must make
up its mind, he kept saying publicly.

Tougher Stance

Meanwhile the tone of Indian
statements, especially in Parliament
by the Minister of External Affairs
and his deputy, the Minister of
State, turned tougher and rougher,
wGanocidal intent” and elements
of genocide” were the key phrases
in the run-up to the near-con-
francacion betwsen India and Sri
Lanka at the UM sub-commission
on Human rights in Geneva. The
LS State Dept. report, the Judith
Hart visit to Colombe {(and Delhi),
the strongly worded ‘‘copcern
expressed by many MN.G.O's at
Geneva (many of them from denor
countcries) and similar expressions
of concern by the VWorld Bank
over escalating milltary spending
set the scene in February—March.
Meanwhile Colombo had received
India’s aggrassive and brusque reply
to its own protest note on Mr.

Bali Ram Bhagat's parliamentary
speech,
When 5rl Lanka reassured Delhl

on its commicment toa “palitical
solution”  and its continued nead
for Indian mediatory efforts, Mr.
Gandhi took the opportunity to
call for new proposals, a batrer
offer of ¢ meaningful devolution™.
Colombo  wanted Mr. Bhandari.
Byc Mr. Gandhi insisted not only
on new proposals but proposals
in writing =nhd in detail, not in
summary.

A messenger was readily avail-
able. Foreign Minister Hameed was
leaving for Delhi on April l6th
for the MNAM Ministerial meeting.
The message took about three
days to draft, the chief author
being MNatlonal Security Minister,
Lalith Athulachmudali.

The main component of the new
package on devolution is the sub-
stance of che Lalith-Meelam Tiru-
chelvam discussions, particularly on
the powers of the proposed pro-
vincial councils on law and order,
and on land setelement. The
power vested in India’s *“union
terricories’’ (Goa, Paondicherry etc)
have also been a scurce of inspira-
tion besides some ideas from
Annexure 'C'.

Mr. Bhandari thinks the propo-
sals, ac a first glance, are ‘artrac-
tive''. The TULF regard them as
loase’ and fvague'. The armed
groups in Madras find no virtues
in the latest offer,

The return of Romesh Bhandari

has lifted Srl Lankan hearts, at
least among those segments of
Sinhalese opinien which believe

that enough's enough and things
will get weorse, not better, if the
swar' goes on, Bhandari is our
good  guy.

Few commentators have paid
attention to the composition of
the Indian delegation. Mr. Bhandarl
Is not its leader; Mr. Chidam-
baram is.

He began his political caregr as
an activist in the Congress party's
youth committee in amilnadu,
He is a Congressman through and
through. If Electricicy Minister
Ramachandran is Mr. Gandhi's link-
man with M. G, R.'s AIDMK, the
Congress ally in office in the state,

(Continued on page 7)



Akmeemana and after

An elephant stung by a bee?

It was a trial bout in a
run-up to the presidential concest
between Prime Minister Premadata
and 5LFF leader, Mrs. Bandaranaike
argues Anura  Bandaranaike, the
opposition  |eader.  That's ane
possible explanation for the ex-
traordinary manner in which the
mighty UNP, with its five_sixths
majority in parliament, reacted to
the victory of Richard Pathirana

(SLEP) at the Akmeemana by
—election. A contest, mind you,
for a seat that the same Mr.

Pathirana had comfereably won at

a by-election in 1983 with a
slightly bigger majoricy. Why is
the UNP elephant, stung by a

bee, running amok, trying to crush
all SLFP and Oppesition arguments

that this particular defeat has
maore than a passing political
significance?

lc is a mistake to explain tha

post-Akmeemana behaviour of UMP
stalwarts only in terms of a
prestige battle ar proxy war bet-
ween premier Premadasa and Mrs.
Bandaranaike, The UMNP  party
machine moved intc top gear
weoeks befare the hy—e1ec:ion, and
the ministerial bandwaggon rolled
into town. Why did the UNP
High Command mobilise all s
resources to wrest this seat from
the S5LFP? Why wasa by-election

for a seat lost in |9B3 =0 vital
to the UNP in April 19867
The explznation lies in  the

psychelogy of the Sri Lankan elec-
torate, from humble wvater and
bureaucracy to the finanzial backers
of the parties.

By the 1978 Presidential cons-
titution and the [982 December
referendum the WUNP  changed
the rules of the old parliamen-
tary pame and altered the stitc-
ture of Sri Lankan politics.
But it has failed to radically
re-shape voter psychology which
grew out of the introduction of
adult suffrage and its free exer-
cise for many decades, and

4

nourished by a baslcally
two-party system which in its
actual operation resulted in re-
gular shifts of power between
the two principal contenders,
the UNP and SLFP.

When the UNP  pulled the
hlaxalice'  stunt in December
1982 and held a referendum ins-

tead of che general election that

was due jn [983, the Sri Lankan
voter was forced co accept the
unpalatable bur wunalterable fact

that this sectled syscem of perio-
dic |:5 or & vyears) change had
been disrupted. He had to resign
himself to the idea that hiz nextc
chance tc defeat the gavarnmeant
if he so wished, would come anly
in 198%. By-elections certainly cama
buct not all of them could possibly
affect the UMNP's total command
of parliament. By-elections could
not change governments nor aven
effzceively alter the balance of
power in parliament. By-elections
weare reduced to what they really
are — |ocal contests thar cannot
even hint ac changes which may
come in 989,

Mot so today. Mrs. Bandaramaike
has had her political rights rescored
and is back in business., The only
palitical personality wha can  se-
riously challenge the UNP leader-

ship nationally has  returned to
the arena.

What is more she has only a
single issue on the agenda —a
general election.

Mow the wvoter can begin to

think in terms of a change of
gavernment, not in 1989 but much
earller perhaps. And this feeling
has been fortified by events abroad.

AQUIND IMPACT

Even the generals in our
neighbourhood are being com-
pelied to hold general elections,
however fake. Most of all,
there was the tremendous psy-
chological impact — thanks to
TV — of the events in the Philip-
pines, once a show-case of US

style democracy just as Sri
Lanka was a model of British
parliamentary democracy.

The possibility of an election
before |989 is therefore real. The
Sri Lankan water is alsa a finely
tuned oppartunist. The slightestc
sign of shifting political  opinian
can begin a major subsurface shift
of allegiances. The UMNP and S5LFP
the vereran operators of the elec-
toral system, know this enly too
well. In this contest, that is in
today's changed climate of opinian,
a by-election can signal more de-
cisive changes in the offing. The
most crucial clue is a by-electian
where it is widely perceived that
the regime has lost its grip, that
the State-controlled machine is not
producing the desirable result,

The cruth is that an adminis-
tration is ‘defeated’ even before
it faces the polls to be out-voted.
In a situation such as today's a
percepfible shift in electoral opinion
causes tremars in the business waorld
(the financial backers of the two
major contenders) and in  the
bureaucracy. The businessmen, ma-
dern capitalist or old-style muda-
lali, become worried and nervous
and begin to buy re-insurance. If
they gave a million to the UNP,
they will now slip a few lakhs to
the 3LFP. And money matters; it
always matters in the competitive
parliamentary game.

DE-STABILISATION

In the bureaucracy, the middle
strata, probably already aggrieved
for prediceable reasens, with a new
sense of confidence, can start to
criticise the regime openly, and
even work against it quiecly. The
siefficlency’  of the government is
being undermined day by-day. It
is legitimate, if insidious, de-
stabilisation,

In the higher rungs of the ad-
ministration zll but the men cotally
|dentified with the ruling party,

{Continued on page 7)



Parliament

Sarath, Lalith on Nurses
Monks and Terrorists

Kalawana MP Sarath Mutletuwe-
gama: It is quite clear that the
disaster at Kantalai was doe to
the negligence of the government,
the BBC and the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation reported that
a crack in the hund was visible
months ago.

National Security Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali: They are well
known to get their facts wrong.

Mr. Muttetuwegama:
government  owned
said 0.

The nurses sirike was an 15s5ue
brought about by the government.
They prolonged the issue by issaing
vacation of post arders.

Even a
newspaper

Percy Samaraweera:
who Throught about
will go to hell.

The priest
the strike

Mr. Muttetuwegama: Those who
go to hell will be the people
who abducted the five priests at
Thunmulla, There was even an
Inspecter in civvies present at that
time.

G. V. Ponchinilame: Who is he'
Mr. Muttetuwezama: 1 cannot

mention his name beecause he
might get a promotion.

Sarath Muttetuwepama: The go-
vernment used the Emergency to
ban the MNurses Union. This is
the first time a povernment has
used the Emergency to bana union,

It took 10 days for the govern-
ment to condemn the US attack
on Libya. This was an attack
pre-planned by the United States
to kill the Libyan President.

It is true that this povernment

is on its bended knees before the
United Staites President Ronald
R=

Why did the government ban a
meeting by @ Muslim organisation

hers when they wanted to condemn
the attack on Libya?

1 want to ask whether it 1s true
that President Reapan has sent a
message to President Jayewardene
saving that there are human rights
violations in Sri Lanka and that
we should seek an immediate
solution to the ethnic problem.

The povernment is also using
the Emergency regulations to take
into custody many Sinhala people.

One of them is Indika Guna-
wardene. But there are many
more. A Wimalnsena has besn
missing since last January. His
whereabouts still remain unknown.

A Caldera from Kadowella was
a travelling salesman.

At about 10.30 one night, mem-
bers of the WIB came to his
residence and took lim. Subse-
quently his wife received a letter
to say he is safe and well, but
hiz whereabouts are still unknown,

Sarath Gamini, ancmployee from
Gulf Lanka Travels, Katubedda,
Danapala a Railway employee
and there are many more.

The Police were using unmar-
ked curs Tor this

Denzil Fernando: All fairy tales.

Mr. Mottetuwepama: They are
not fairy tales. This is the truth.
T want to ask the government
what they are going to do about
this.

How can government under the
cover of the Emergency, arrest
Sinhala youths?

There is also another issue, I
want to raise. We have also
asked the government about
mercenarics working here,

T will name a few. Mike Bolas,
Pavid Butler, Dick Patson, Sandy
Russel and Deal Mewith,

Why are they working here?
Isn't it true that some are paid
s, 300,000 & month?

They are also able to do what
they wish since they are working
for the Defence Ministry.

I alse want to know what this
Keeni Meeni Corporation is doing
here?

1 alse want to know aboul
some purchases by this govern-
mernt.

Government purchased two Bell
helicopters for 1.1 million US
Dallars.

These were ordered for Presi-
dent Marcos, who had paid an
advance, but suddenly the Philip-
pines forfeited the advance and
the helicoplers were purchased by
us. We also later purchased ten
helicopters which are not bullet
proof. Some of our Air Force
personnel have sustained injuries
due to this.

The government had also bought
a Thelicopter for ihree million
US Daollars.

This has been done while the
helicopter price is 1.4%5 million,

Four helicopters like this have
been purchased and they are not
serving any useful fonclion,

There is another matter 1 like
to raise.

There is a disparity in the
salaries paid to Special Task
Force personnel and normal Poli-
cemen who are working in the
MNorth and the East,

These Policemen are fighting
the same battle and undergeing
the same risks, but the STF
personnel are paid more.

But, then the STF has special
privileges since the President's
son, Ravi Jayewardene is in charge
of it

Gamini Dissanaysake: Ravi Jaya-
wardene 1s a Security Advisor

5



to the president. He is not in
charge of the STE.

Mr. Multetuwegama: When I
asked the last time how he was
a member of the Security Coun-
cil, the reply was that he was
in charge of the STF.

What is happening to the eth-
nic problem?

The povernment is blowing
hot and cold as repards 1o

India.

Relations with India are always
changing. At Dhaka, President
Jayawardene told TIndian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi:  “You
lead we will follow™

But when Mr., Bhagat made
a statement what happened here?

For the first time the gzovern-

ment decided to put down in
writing and sent the Foreign
Minister to India.

This is good. But shouldn’t

the povernment show the propa-
sals to the people who are
concerned  about  these propo-
sals before coming to any agree-
ment?

T also want to know whether
the sovernment is serious really
to solve the ethnic problem?

Mational Security Minister
Lalith Athulathmudali:

This debate has been an ‘ac-
charu® upto now. But Akmee-
mana has been the centrepiece

of it all.
After the Akmeemana by-
election there have been  ana-

lyses in this country, which have
not being wused in the world
hefore.

The wvote [or the
improved since the by-clections
held in 1982, 1983 and 1946

I tell you that in 1939 when
a  general election is held it
will Improve even more.

If the Leader of the Oppo-
sition lost this by-clections, the
people would haove said  that
Anura is leading the SLFP on
the wrong road.

I listened to many of the
speeches made at Akmeemana,
The speeches gave the terrorists
some things to guoie irom.

UNP  has

&

You may have made them in
the heat of the moment but 1
hope you will not do that again.

There is an administration in
the Morth and East. 1f the
Army is not there, there would
have been no administration.

The BBC has quoted opposi-
tion politicians, that the Police
are taking tnto custody innocent
Sinhalese people.

L want to clear this up. People
who have been arrested are [Tom
the South with terrorist connec-
tions. It 15 not true that 300
to 400 have been arrested.

The number arrested was 49
and at the moment 41 are bzing
held. These people have links
with the PLOT and the EPRLF
The PLOT has definite connec-
tions with the JYP.

I cannot give the names of
the arrested since it would
hamper investigations.

the
They have

They belonged mainly 1o
majority community.
committed robberies. One had a
pistol in his possession  which
was earlier stolen by the PLOT at
the Mikawerative Bank robbery.

There are still
arrested. We are
Attorney Generdl's
send them on trial,

There are 11 arrested with
EPRLF links but not counccted
to a political party. They are
pledged to an armed overthrow
of the government. They met
EPELF leader Padmanabha for
talks on an armed revolution,

more  to be
awaiting  the
decision  to

They have bheen trained in
Vavuniva and in India. Their
leadership is known and some

have Dbeéen arrested.

The total number is 200. They
first trained eight in handling
explosives and in combat in the
EPRLF camp in Kodampaksm
for three months,

Some were Sinhalese and mem-
bers of the estate community.

When they wanted to bring in
arms, they leazed land in a cer-
tain area and were arrested there.

I don’t want to disclose names,
but vou will be surprised at the
suspects conneclions,

However no  member of a
political party has been arrested.

Thus far we have succesfully
broken these two organisations
just when they were peiting off
the ground.

Many members of the Parlia-
ment have asked me about the
landmines. There is equipment
aeainst sophisticated  landmines,
But these landmines — they are
called culvert mines. The only
way it could be detected is by
walking.
of young soldiers
raided an LTTE hideout in
Trincomalee and killed some
terrorists this morning.

A group

made some definite
propasals rtegarding the ethnic
problem. The TULF says it they
are not clear enough. But some
people in India say it is certainly
enough for discussions,

We have

These proposals will soon be
released to the public.

The government has gone as
far as it can, If this option is
not taken, then we will have
to take the other path.

People say to us that
is no military solution.

there

Of course there is no milita-
ry solution. The government of
5ri Lankn does not believe that
there is a military solution. Tt
is the terrorists who believe that
there should be a military solu-
tiom.

We should convinge the terro-

rists that there is no military
solution.

Mr. Bhandari is expected to
come next week, He has to

convince all  terrorist  Eroups,
specially the LTTE and T:E.LD,
of his eforts and those of }:’[r.
Gandhi are to prove succesiul,

I also want to thank Mr.
Thondaman for his efforts. He
is the only one who said it was
time that some one stood up
and spoke the truth.

— (SUN)



Sri Lanka, India citizens for political solution

At a meeting of citizens of Sri
Lanka and India held in Banga-
lare on  April |15 and |6 it was
held thar the citizens were In com-
plece agreement that a milicary
selution te 5ri Lanka's ethnic pro-
blem was neither feasible nor
desirable and that <the problem
should be solved politically.

The meeting was held 1o ascertain
thraugh an exchange of views as to
how best they could assist in the
effort to restore peace in 5ri Lanka
and move forward to a just and

cquitable solution of the ethnic
problem.

The participants at this meeting
weare!

Mr. Godfrey Gunatilake, Director,
Marga Institute, Mr, Charles Abey-
sekera. President, Movement for
Inter—Racial Justice and Equality,
Mr. Olcott Gunasekera, formerly
Ceylon Civil Servics, Mr, AM.M.
Shabdeen, Chairman Leaders’ Group
of Companies and formerly of the

An elephant . . .
(Continued from page 4)

start to smile with opposition!
Even those firmly pro-government
search for “links" wich opposition
leaders, wusually through our gene-
rously accommeodating and tolerant
vexcendad family'" structures. Per-
manent secretaries, corporation
chrirmen, top cops, three star
soldiers can always find a nep-
hew or niece who has married
some in-law of Mrs. Bandara-
naike second cousin,

The erosion of confidence, the
slippage of effective control, tha

internal de-ctablisation — that is
the familiar pre-election process
and it is the sure knowledge of

how this process works to the
disadvantage of each regime before
the day of battle dawns which
has made some neryous UNP'ers
hit the panic button,

—D.

Ceyloen Civil Seryice, Mr. Mervyn
de 5ilva, Editor, LANMKA GUAR-
DIAN, Mr. M. A, M. Hussain, former
Member of 5¢i Lanka Judiciary, Mr.
F. Devara, Director, Congress
Labour Foundation representing Sri
Lanka and Dr. R. R. Diwakar, Chalr-
man, Gandhl Pzace Foundation, Mr.
C. Subramaniam, former Union
Miniscer and Vice-President. Bha-
ratiya Vidya Bhavan, Mr. P. 5
Kailasam, former Judge, Supreme
Court of India, Mr. Thomas Abra-
ham, former Indian High Commis-
slener to 5ri Lanka, Mr. Rajmchan
Gandhi, Resident Editar, [NDIAN
EXPRESS, Madras, Mr. S, Ramakrish-
nan, Executive Secretary, Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, Bombay and Mr.
5. R, Yenkatachalam, Bharatha Yidya
Bhavan, representing Bangalore.

A Pross release by the Marga
Institute scates:
“The meating is in completa

agreement that a military solution
is neither feasible nor dasirable
but the problem should be solved
politically.

The first step to such a solution
would be the cessation of violence
by both sides and the restoration
of mutual confidence so as to enable
the resumption of negstiations.
Perpetuation of mutual  conflict
should be avoided in the interests
of innocent citizens and future
Eenerations,

“The meeting s unznimous in
its view that sclutions will have
to be found within the framework
of a united Sri Lanka. It noted
that the Gaovernment of 5ri Lanka
had zalready agreed to the creation
of Provincial Councils,

“The devolution of power to
the Provincial Councils to the maxi-
mum extent possible is  wvital if
satisfactory progress is to be made
tewards the peaceful selution of
this cenflict.

“The measting holds the view
that it i5 eszential for the demo-
cratic gavernment of 5ri Lanka rto
devise ways and means to enable
all sections of the community to
participate effactively in the pelici-
cal and national life of 5ri Lanka
at all levels,

“The participants agreed to con-
tinue thelr consultations o help
in the process of finding solutions
to these problems."

The Return .. .
(Continued from page 3)

Mr. Chidambaram’s main task is to
ensure that the interests of the
Central government (Delhi) are not

sacrificed vis—a—vis Tamllnadu.
Wichin the state itself, Congress
tries to protect the Interests
af its coalition parcoer from
the increasingly successful assaules
of the D. M. K. af Mr.
Karunanidhi, who has become the

vocal champion of the Sri Lankan
Tamils. But Mr. Gandhi, as pre-
mier and Cengress leader, has
another wital interest — the Cen-
tre-Scate balance of power, The
Tamil issue must not be allowed
ta affect that toco much,

Mr. Ranjan Mathai is attached
to the 5ri lanka desk, having
served in Colombo for three years.
Mr. Balzkrishnan s a Harvard-
educated legal pundit.

The delegation will be back in

Delhi on May 2Znd, On May 4,
an all-party conference will be
held in Madural to discuss the
St Lankan issue.

Letter ...

(Continued from page ()

| believe Dr. Costain de Vos
died several years ago. | suppose
It must mean something that his
ghost still haunts your correspon-
dence columns.

R. M. Pathirana
Colombo 4
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The Sixth Amendment

The majority must have its way
but the minority must have its say

— The Council for Liberal Democracy

n August 1983, while Colombe
had not yet recoversd from the

rioting, arson and bloodshed in
which so many of ocur pe=ople
suffered terribly, the pgovernment

enacted the Sixth Amendment to
the Constituzion. This amendment
which is now parc of the Consti-
tution of Sri Lanka, forbade any
advacacy support or public belief
in separatism or of the creation
within 5ri Lanka of a separate state.
The amendment has made any
expression of separatist opinion an
offence for wiich the punishments
arc the deprivation of eivie rights,
the confiscation of property and of
passports, the forfeiture of the right
to practise a profession and other
measures of a punitive character.
The Sixth Amendment also makes
it mandatory for all Members of
Parllament to take an oath affirming
a unitary Sri Lankan state and
makes it Iimpessible for any candi-
date for any election to present

himself eor herself for election
unless a  declaration on  similar
lines is first made.

The Council for Liberal Demao-

cracy was the first political move-
ment in 5ri Lanka to unreservedly
condemn the Sixth Amendment and
to request the repeal of it in its
entirety. The emphatic condemna-
tion of the Sixth Amendment issued
by the CLD in September 1983 is
reiterated on this occcassion, when,
in response to the total and
object failure of all attempts of
the government to bring about a
negotiated settlement of the Tamil
Problem, the CLD is convinced of
the overwhelming necessity for the
repeal of the Sixth Amendmant,

The Council for Liberal Demo-
cracy asserts its uneguivocal and
absolute opposition to the principle
of separatism and to the division
of Sri Lanka, The wnity, indepen-
dence and territerizl integrity of
Sri Lanka are principles to which
the CLD is fully committed. Further

more as a liberal political move-
ment, the CLD believes fundamen-
tally In Individual libercy and asa
rational movement it supports the
achlevement of those conditions
which will provide the best chance
for a resolution of the racial
conflict which threatens to  lead
this country inexhorably towards
the destruction of a civil war . ltis
upan these consideratiens that the
CLD bases jts  attitude to the
Sixth Amendment,

Even If the appalling Insensitivicy
to the feelings of the Tamilz
demonscrated by the timing of the
Siwth Amendment could be over
locked (and the CLD believes that
it cannot) the [ack of respect for
individual liberty shamelessly znd
brazenly demonstrated by the arci-
cles of this Amendment invite the
strongest  possible  condemnatian
fram all cincere friends of freedom.
The CLD deplores the grossly
illiberal interpratation of democracy
resorted to by the supporters of
the Sixth Amendment which enables
them to think that the peaceful
expression of a sentiment that they
abhor may justifiably be made
unlawful. In  doing so they have
failed to grasp a wvery simple but
firm principle which is fundamental
to a free society — that intense
disapproval of a point of view,
even by a majority, wherever formed
and however conceived, s no |ustifi-
cation for the suppression of that
point of view., A natien which
declares the peaceful expression of
any cenviction to be outlawed has
taken a slgnificant step towards
the destruction of a free society.
A liberzal democratic state must
not elevate contentious political
issues on which individuals do differ
to the status of sacred dogma.
As long as we respect the rights
of other people we must all have
cur right of free expression. An
enlightened and civilized approach
to the highly charged issue of
Eelam should therefore be based

upon the maxim. “The majority
must have its way but the
minority must have [ts say."

We do not here refer to raclal
majorities and minorities though
on this vexed issue polizical majo-
ricies and minoricies unfortunately,
coincide with race. What the CLD
emphasises is the principle which
must govern the general approach
to rights in a liberal democratic
state. Thus, while it is right that
those of us wha form the politieal
majority In  Sri Lanka that is
emphatically opposed to the dis-
memberment of this country must
scand firm in preserving it as a
united whale, we must not make
the advoeacy, as opposed to the
adoption of practical measures to
the attainment of a separate state
within a part of our national
terricory, llfegal.

The proposition advanced by the
advocates of the Sixcth Amendment,
that to allow the expression of an
opinlon is to actively advance |t
and that which will never be
accepted by a majority should not
be permitted to be supported s
muddle-headed and wrong as well
as being a nightmare of Intolerance.
That to allow the expression of an
apinion is not necessarily to advapce
lt ean clearly be established. We
have only to rtake note of the way
in which various opinions which ara
probably distasteful te many of us,
such as communism  and  raclsm,
have been expressed in Sri Lanka
without leading to the mass accep-
tance of these ideas, By the same
token, we have premitted revaolu-
tiocparies who condemn the demo-
cratic inscitutions In which a majo-
I'-IE.}" Df us b':”ﬂ"-"ES. to advocate
the viclent overthrow of our polici-
cal institutions without being in-
directly threatened by them. We
have like all liberal demoecratic
states believed that an offence is
cemmitted only when practical steps
to overthrow the state are talen
as with the Insurgency of [971,
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not when a public meeting Is tolt
that the 'nasty capitalist state musd
be viclently overthrown'.

The Council for Liberal Demee-
racy believes that it [s the same
principle of tolerance to all
opinion that is peacefully ex-
pressed and does not actively
attempt to interfere with the
liberty of others — that must
govern our attitude to separacism,
The CLD therefore deplores the
harsh  curtailment of individual
liberty and the authoritarian im-
position of a wnitary ideology
embodied in the Sixth Amendment.

The Couneil for Liberal Democ-
racy asserts that not content with
clrcumscribing the freedom of the
individual, the Sixth Amendment
devalues and restricts the sove-
reignty of the people which is
supposed to be protected by the
Constitution. An essential feature
of a representative democracy s
that the people can elect as their
political representatives any per-
sens  who in  cheir  view best
represent their convictions and
interests. The provisions of the

Sixth Amendment deny to voters
of this country their right te
elect a Member of Parliament or
of a local autherity who advocates
separatism. The political choices
that a free voter can make
have therefore been illiberally,
arbitrarily and undemocratically
limited and may have set a

precedent by which further
restrictions on  the political
views of candidates seeking

election, could be Imposed.
The CLD further advocates the

repeal of the Sixth Amendment,
in view of the current polizical
context. The deplorable policical

conseguence of the Sixth Amend-
ment was that the parcy of
maderation among the Tamils, the
Tamil United Liberation Frent,
was forced to  withdraw  from
Parllament. While the CLD does
not  share many of the TULF's
palitical conviccions, the evidence
seems te us  overwhelming  that
had that party remained at the
centre of Tamil political opinion
the prospects for a negotiated
settlement would have been far
greater. The banishment of the

TULF from the centre stage
of Tamil politics and in parti-
cular the denial of a platform
to its moderate and constitu-
tional members has enhanced
the significance and credibility
of the men of violence. The
unjustice and political ineptizude
embodied in the Sixth Amend-
ment has left sixteen parliamentary
constituencies vacant for almest
three years and has all but fore-
closed the options for constitu-
tienal Tamil politizs. lc is ludicrous
to expect any sensible serclement
of the Tzmil problem without
bringing the Tamil people back
inte the political process and that
can only be done by the repeal
of the Sixth Amendment to per-
mit the democratic representatives
of the Tamil people to return to
Parliament by the free votes of
their constituents,

The Council for Liberal Demoe-
racy is convinced that the best
argument and best insurance
against political violence s
political freedom. The Libaral

(Continugd an boge [5)
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Part II

The Crisis of Sri Lanka, a General
Election and Mrs. Bandaranaike

Chanaka Amaratunga

The advecates of the postpone-
ment of elections in [982, who
now dizpute the moral imperative for
a General Election attempt to
confuse a referendum with a General
Election. It is argued that consul-
tation of the people and an
affirmative verdict are a suffici-
ent [ustification, that it is effron-
tery for znyone to object to the
extended Parliament for to do so
is to negate ‘the will of the people’
and ta be antidemocratic: for
‘democracy’, we are told ‘is ma-
jority rule’., They argue this is
grossly to simplify our political
institutions and the meaning of
palitical ideas, The first point
that needs to be made is that
the democracy which free countries
{including our own) are committed
to its ropresentative in character
and limited in the scope of what
it can do to individuals. This
combination of representative insti-
tutions in which minorities are re-
presenced as  well as majorities
and in which the eppartunity for
the former to regularly become
the latter and wice wversa must
exist as well as tche protection
of the fundamental liberties of the
individual against the will even of
a majority (which can often be
tyrannical and Intolerant) makes
it more accurate to  characterise
the free countries of the world
as liberal democracies rather than
as democracies. Liberal democracy
does not acknowledge the verdicts
of referenda as being sufficient
justificatian for the destrustion of
personal liberty and other funda-
mental libertias such as the right
to exercise the franchise, That
mzfority verdicts are insufficient
justificacion for the curtailment of
individual' rights will become clear
If we consider 2 referendum in

Or. Chonoka Amargtunga recently received
d Ph.D. from L5E ond is the General
Secretery of the Council for Liberal
Demacracy.

which the proposition put is to
enable the execution of all persons

who are over six foot tall. e
will be obvious that even |If a
majority of those casting thelr

vates agresd that this should be

done, such approval  would do
nothing to alcer the outrageous
Injustice and cruelcy of such a

deed. Likewise, most pecople would
accept that a proposition  that
sought to carry out genoclde upon
a people could not be justified by
a majority vote, And It [s useless
(e ."I.I"i__!."l.ll'_||I ina centur}-’ that 'n'\"-lt'l'll'_‘SSEd
the ™azi haolocaust that a majority
could never be persuaded to agree
to such an abomination. It is then
obvious that there are types of
questions which cannot legiti-
mately be put at a referendum
in a liberal democratic state,
A question that seeks to post-
pone an election and to extend
the life of a legislature which
consists of representatives of the
people cannot be put without
viclating the fundamental rights
of the individual citizen fto
exercise the franchise and with-
put rendering hollow the repre-
sentative character of parliament
When cthe supreme instrument of
I‘EPI’L‘SE[‘IEEIIH"E CIEFI"IGC!‘EC}" ceases fo
be representative not merely of
a majority but of the whole people,
the claim of a nation of such
candition to be 2 liberal democracy
Is itself in guastian.

The exercise of referenda in {ree
countries amply demonstrates the
limization upen the sort of issues
which are the proper stuff of a
referendum. Three referenda in
Eurcpe make fine examples of the
sort of subjeccs on which direct
consultacion of the people s
reascnable and just. The referendum
in the United Kingdom on Britain's
continued  membership  of the
Eurcpean Community the referendum
in the Irish Republic on liberali-
sation of divorce |aws and the

forthcoming referendum on Spain'®
continued  membership of NATO.
Mone of these lIssues directly
impinge upon the franchise or upon
the fundamental liberties of the
individual.  They are significant
issues of policy on which  public
opinfon is divided even across
parties and an which therefore a
majority vote by the electorate
is a Just basis for deciding upen
the issue,

It will now be clzar that the
propesiton approved by the Refer-
endum of December 1982, was
entirely inapt and that the conduct
af a referendum for the postpone-
ment of a General Election, is
zn abusze of parliamantary democracy
and of the [liberal democratic
process. The absurdity of basing
a claim to continue with the present
Parliament uncil 1989 |5 further
compounded by the acts of intimi-
dation, the adoption of double
standards and of cbstruction apd
viclation of the law by which fair
play in the conduct of the Refer-
endum was rendered impessible.
As the various abuses in the conduct
of the Referendum campaign have
been well-documented elsewhere
and as the space awvailable to me
is limited, | shzll net attempt to
escablish what is public knowledge.
lt should be acknowledged however
that a considerable preportion of
those who voted *YES' to the
extension of the life of Parliament
for six years did so of cheir own
will az a consequence of a variety
of political factors. This does not
to my mind, diminish the validity
of the case against the legitimacy
of the present Parliament nor in
favour of the essential unfairness of
the Referendum campaign.

There is a further maral argument|
in faveur of an immediate Genera
Election which is only indireccly

{Continued on page 13}



More or less about English

Ar]una Parakrama (Second Class, Lower Division)

T{m much has perhaps been
said on this subject already,
but | wish to focus on some of
the unexplained assumptions of the
debate in such a way as to also
indicate, generally, the pitfalls that
may cenfront similar discussions,

At the outset let me Identify
what | find good and useful in
Qadri  |smail's  critique of the
teaching of English literature at
Peradeniya. He raises crucial ques-
tions regarding the walidity of
English studies in Sri Lanka today.

He criticises traditional theory and
focuses on some important recent
developments in the fleld He
proposes curriculum reform with
a view to making the honours
degree in English more relevant
to the central concerns of our
times. Much of his effort has been
directed towards situating the study
of literature in the larger social
context, and this is of fundamen-
tal significance, However, it s

the manner in which he does
this that | find symptomatic of
his ambivalence regarding litera-
ture itself.

It seems to me that the cricique
by focusing exclusively, as it has
done so far, onthe English Depart-
ment at Peradeniya (and that too
as distinct from the much larger
Sub Dept) tends to say something
about this department's importance
at least in relation to the rest
of the wuniversity. This implicic
valarization runs counter to much
of which is explicitly stated. Thus
it would appear that this apparently
radical critique of the English
Department an the grounds that
it has become irrelevant, escapist
or simply had derives frem the
notion of the 'specialness” of the
study of English, and the notion
that [rrespsctive of what happans
to the rest of the universicy the
English Department is obliged to
meet certain (i. e., higher) scand-
ards. In terms of its impliclt
elitism this polarization (English vs
Rest) Is itself illuminating.
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Or to put It another way: if
Qadri wishes to undermine the
impertance assumed  byfatcrlbuted
ta English literature and the English
Departmant at Peradeniya It wauld
seem that by focusing exelusively
on the department itself he has
tended to do the exact opposite.
An emphasis is placed upon Eng-
lish literature and the English
Department, its dons and its pro-
ducts past and present in relation
to many other things which zo on
In  our universities, creating the
averall impression that the English
Cepartment and its concerns have
a special place in the scheme of
things,

It would be useful perhaps for
me to cite a few passages as
examples of what | mean.

in his essay of July lst we are
told by Qadri that the Depare-

ment has declined from the time
when “the noble portals [were)
once pgraced by the greats —

Ludowyk, Passe, de Souza and :a
on.” It would seeam that the most
ebjectionable perlod has been the
“last thircy (almost) years”, ‘the
last two decades or so'  when
ene can show *little wonder that
those coming out of it... have
made hardly a concribution to Sri

Lankan intellectual  affairs.” It
appears to be in the pature of
things that the handful of gradu-

ates produced by the English
Department each year should dis-
tinguish themselves in intellectual
affairs — they are after all the
cream benefitting from the study
of the cream of disciplines! The
fact that they have net done so,
if indeed they have not done so,
Is not due to the slight decline
in the hegemony of English but
due instead to the decline in the
quality of teaching In the English
Department at Peradeniya, or so
Qadrl would have us think.

In the essays of August | and
December I, he seems to change
his mind, and Instead presents
Ludowyk as the villain of tha

piece. In fact It is in his compa-
rison of Leavis and Ludowyk that
one can perhaps discern the reascn
for this ambivalence, Leavis s
acknowledged as elitist bur one
must nevertheless make the point
that it |5 elitism in the good
liberal style, if you like, elitism
good right. What is wrong with
it, is that the theory never quite
matches the practice. Leavis failed
in his grand task.” But for Qadri,
“at |east he had a grand vision. .
Leayis was passionately concerned
{sic) that the proper study of
Licerature would save the British
way of life, British Clvilization. .
But Ludowyk had no such wvision."

le Is allowed for a  moment
that “Perhaps Ludowyk is being
more  realistic,’ but we are in-

formed that this iz still 2 “watered
down' wverslon. Onpe doss not
nead hera the benefit of the value
|udgement, the negative cannatation
embedded In the phrase “watered
down' to realise cthat Qadri is
sympathetic towards aggrandised
notions of the function of litera-
ture and, thercby, Departments
of Literature, as [ife-saving.

The necessity, then, for Qadri
Is not to discard Leavis as eljrist
but to ‘modernise’ him, so much
so that the “redefin(ition) of
the significance of English; which

Is basically Lankanising Leavis...
could have given the study of
English  some  relevance."  The

question of whether Leavis s
realistic or not, whether he isin
fact right or wreong, has become
irrelevant in the glaw of his
grand vision, There seems to bhe
a gesture here in favour of holding
theories, vislons, ete., even if they
are known to be wrong. The
important  thing seems to be to
have these wisions,

Leavis, then, has a grand *yision,"
and Ludowyk not even a *point
of view,” which, incidentally is a
very curious idea especially coming
from someone who claims to be
in touch with the +fascinating



recent developments in
and theaory.

criticism

The aggrandisement involved in
the conception that literature
somehow provides us with the
key rto the kingdom, the panacea
for all social ills is strangely
similar to the old formulation of
literature as something that, willy
nilly, makes us sensitive. |t seems
to me that we must accept that
literature  will no more provide
us with exclusive or special in-
sights into life than would religion —
the dividing line between the
cultural priesthood and the cul-
tural| priesthood may be imaginary.

This inflated notion of the
function of (English?) literature
becomes more pronounced in our
specifie  context where the tiny
English Department is criticised
for not fulfilling its social obliga-

tion as proaducer of intellectual
|eadership, as purveyor of higher
truth. "The wheole business of
kaduwa; | wvery firmly believe

could be blamed upon the English
Department apart from an iniqui-
tious soclal system." The sweeping
generalisations, the cliches may at
first glance show that Qadri grants
a parity of status to the English
Department and the social system,
but a further function of such a
statement (s to undermine the
notion of an  “iniguitous social
system’ as somehow not wvery
important, The juxtaposition thus
serves both to trivialise the Ine-
quity and to elevate the Depart-
ment, The disarming acknowledge-
ment can be made “not that a
radical English Department could
have ever hoped to change the
system,” and then one can cancinue
regardles, “but,, "

Qadrl goes on to say,

“but since dspartmental dons,
or students, have invariably domi-
nated commissions of inquiry into
English teaching, a more realistic,
ntelligent and humane (sic) cons-
cicusness of what English does,
z2nd of what could be done with
t within the department (my
emphasis), would have ineyitably
percolated upwards and down-
wards,"

The goings on “within the depart-
ment'' between let us say, a faculty

of five and a student population of
twenty assumes responsibility for
fundamentally macrological socio-
econamic issues.

ft is In this vein that Qadri
writes, “Apart from the societal
dimension that makes cthis task

Impossible within the present ncie-
tal strueture, there s alo the
other one: this would entail that
our English departments, as currently
conscituted, would cease to exist.”
Again the English Department fs
juxtaposed with the rest of society;
again the pattern of disarming
acknowledgement-cum-dismissal s
followed, and the English Depart-
ment Is conferred with an alarming
priority of status.

{(To be continued)

The Crisis. ..
(Continued from page 1)

related to the issue of legitimacy
The present Parliament was elected
in July 1977, a time when the
demacratic Opposition was uniquely
unpopular and it was elected an
the simple plurality or first-past-
the-pose  electoral  system. The
result of that election produced
a gross distortlon of the will of
the electorate. For 51% of the
vote the UNP obtained over 858
of the =eats, for 309 of the vote
the SLFP obtained less than 5%
of the seats and the parties of
the left obrained no seats at all
for a combined total of over 594
of the vore. This drastic under
representation of the Opposition
and over representation of the
Gaovernment has wrought consider-
able damage on 5Sri Lankan Parlia-
mentary democracy. The Govern-
ment  has become increasingly
arragant and repressive in its exercise
of power, and Parliament has ceased
to play a role as the protector
of the liberty of the citizen. The
monolichic majority achieved by a

single party has even been wused
ta intimidate the Gevernment
Parliamentary Party Into slayish

acquiescence of the diktats of its
leaders and the right to individual
canscience of the member of Parlia-
ment has ceased to exist. I s
this Parliament In which individual
freedom and diversity have been
almost completely wiped out, which

has been given a new lease of
unhealthy life by the anti-parlia-
mentary exercise of the Referendum.
A free Parliament is thus anocher
important need which enly a General
Election can fulfil,

Before | consider the pragmatic
case for or against an  election,
it seems apposite that | deal with
a point of confusion that colours
the practical context in which the
argument for an election is carried
out, Although this has not been
made explicit, the opponents of
an Immediate election use the
apparent legitimacy conferred upon
thiz Parliament by the Referendum
as a sufficient condition for its
concinuance until 198%.  There is
no reason why this should be so,
The legal right of a Parliament
(even one that owes its existence
to a proper General Election as
understood in the free world does
not obwiate the possible necessisy
in particular situations of uncercainty
or crisis for a new appeal to the
electorate. There Is a firmly estab-
lished tradition within multi-party
democracies of early dissolutions
of Parliament for a variety of
reasons — the interests of the
party in office, the need to resolve
an issue of particular ceontention,
a constitutional eor economic crisis
are some of them. If one were
to pick examples from the British
experlznce the General Election of
1983 Is an example of the first,
the General Election of February
1974 an example of the second,
the two General Elections of (910
an example of the third and the
General Election of 1931 an example
of the fourch. In 2ll these instances
the natural life-span of the British
Parliament had not run its course.
It is therefore clzar that even if
the legitimacy of this Parliament
were not In dispute, a case could
be made by analysis of the current
political situation, whether or net,
consultation of the electorate in
a genuingly representative form,
waould be the appropriate response
to the exigensies of our time.
The demand of Mrs. Bandaranaike
that finds a powerful echo in
diverse political circles musc now
be examined in relation to its
context — in terms of my category
of ‘pragmatic considerations’ not
devoid of moral centent,
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Nationalism : Sinhala an
Tamil Myths

Radhika Ccomaraswamy

Introduction:

he intensification of the Sri
Lapkan ethnic conflice in  che
1980's has led to the develop-
ment of “morbid symptoms'’ not
only in out policical process, as
evidenced by the creation of a

national security state, but also
in our scholarship and  political
writings.  The purpese of this
paper is to highlight some of
these writings and to point to
their relationship to nationalist

ideclogy. Az Romila Thapar writes in
“Communalism and Ancient History "’

“Historical Intepretation is inte-
grally related to a people's
notion of its culture and
nationality. This in itself makes
historical writing one of the
most sensitive intellectual areas
with wide repurcussions an
popular nationalism and poli-
tical beliefs."!

This preliminary Inquiry will be

divided into two parts. The first
will take a look at two  racent
and important warks on  Tamil
nationalism — a book by Sacchi

Pannambalam encitled the < MNacional
Question and the Tamil Struggle'’,
and an article by N. Satyendra
called *Legitimate Expectations'2.
The second part of the inquiry
will be directed at one aspect
of the latter day reiteration of
past myths by Sinhalese |declogues.
Writings  In this categery are
numerous, emanating from official
sources such as The Ministry of
State and alse from wvarious un-
official groups and individuals. Some
oi the more blatant of these
publications such as Kouwda Kotiya 7
(Who is the Tiger?) Sinhalayage
Adisi Hotura etc... (The invicible
Enemy of the Sinhalese) have al-
ready been analysed and debunked
by some Sinhala scholars who have
also examined the mythic back.
ground common to these writings
in separate a5 well as joint volumes.
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Kumari Jlayawardena's Ethnlc ond
Class Conflicts in  Sri Lanka; The
Social Scientist Association's Ethni-
city and Soclal Change; The Com-
mittee for Rational Development's
Srt Lanka’s Ethnic Conflict, Myths
and Realities, as well as individual
articles by scholars such as K. M,
De Silya, and C. R. De Siva, have
provided the backdrop for a erl-
tical assaule on some of the myths
relating to Sinhala nationalism.

| do not therefore propose to
deal with all aspaets of Sinhalese
nationalist mych making. However
there has recently been a spate
of writing which use archaeclogical
and settlement history as a means
of reiterating Sinhala myths about
the Sri Lznkan nation-state. In
this regard, | propose to look at
one of these, a more scholarly
article by G. H. Pieris on  “An
Appraisal of the Concept of a
Traditional Tamil Homelands' which
has been widely disseminated and
references to which have appeared
even In our daily newspapers.

Disturbing trends in Tamil
Mationalist writing:

Untll the 1970's Tamil policics
at the national level was rights
oriented, a reaccion against mea-
sures taken by governments moti-
vated by a Sinhala nationalist
ideclogy, Though Tamil culture
and creative writing witnessed a
renajssance  in Tamil Madu and
5ri Lanka after the rise of the
DMK, Tamil political discourse in
5ri Lanka in the 50's and the &0's
was characterised by a sense of
grievance and political opprassion.
The rhetoric and language of Tamil
politics was ‘‘developmental’’ —
l.e., grievances with regard to
education, employmen: and land.
In addition, it was +democratic”
— .2, against laws that appearad
to discriminate againse the Tamil
language and for political struetures
which would allow for autenomy
in  pre-deminantly Tamil areas,

From the forthcoming volume |
Facets of Ethnicity in Srl lonka
| by the Social Scientists’ Association.

Consciousness was centred around
language and economic rights. This
has been analysed by Prafessor
Sivathamby as being the discourse
of the Federal Party, which repre-
sented for the most part the
interests of the Tamil middle
classes.®
In June [985, at Thimpu the
Tamil groups put forward four
principles as a framewerk for re-
salving the present erisis —
a) recognition of the separate
nacicnal identity of the Tamils,

b) respect for the integrity of
the traditional Tamil homeland,

(¢) recognition of the right to
self-determination of the Tamils
and

(d) Citizenship rights for all Tamils,

These principles are of course
the expression of a people who
have moved away from the econ-
cept of Tamil rights to an Ideo-
logy of Tamil nationalism,

It ean be sald that naticnalism

in any form has both pregressive
and regressive aspects as part of

its core. Tamil nationalism, like
its Sinhala counterparc  in  the
I950°s  is no exception. Tamil
nationalism has had 2 posicive

impace en 3rl Lankan Tamil society,
with its rise, for the firsc time;
Tamil pelities is actively speaking
out against distinceions of class,
caste and gender.  Sri Lankan Tamil
society which was conservative and
hierarchial is finally being chal-
lenged from within, The discourse
contains a mixture of democratic,
populist and [eftist ideclogies. Tamil
political awareness, as reflacted in
the writings of those committad
to a Tamil nationalism, has within
it seeds of soclal liberation, Ac
the same time, like Sinhala nation-
alism of the [%50's, the discourse
of Tamil naticnzlism, ESPECIALLY
AS EXPRESSED I CERTAIN TYPES
OF EXPATRIATE LITERATURE, ap-
peirs to contain the same com-
munalism, which if unchalienged



will lead wus further into the
modern era of neoc—tribalism.

Sinhalese intellectuals in  the
I1950's who atcempted to straddle
both the progressive and negative
aspacts  of nationalist ideclogy,
ended up in the [980's as sad
apologists for ethnle chauvinism.
If they were analysing any ather
part of the werld but their own,
their approach would have been
different. But, bogged down by
an ideology which had a builc—in
ethnic bias, their consclence failed.

The imperatives of cribe anpd
religion  prevailed  over abstract
philosophies, so much 350  that

many ended up justifying the 1983
riots, or resisting any attempts
to dispel the racial hysteria of
the times. Some spent their eforts
constructing international conspiracy
theories ar recreating past myths,

refusing to come te terms with
their awn chauvinism and intole-
rance. The few Sinhalese who

attempted to fight this regressive
ntionalism were castigated in the
maedia as betrayers of the Buddha,
half-castes and generally traitors
to race and religion. Many others
lust remained silent, hostage to
the ‘“mass consciousness” which,

ironically, may have been of their
oWn Creation.,

It may be argued that Taml!
intellectuals cannot afford to make
the same mistake. Political ideo-
logies which further the cause of
social justice which fight oppression
and exploitation must be distin-
guished from those which find
their sustenan:ce only in tribe,
race and ethncity. The right of
ethnic groups to political expres-
sien, to political autonomy and
EVEN L0 a separate state may he
justified in *political'” terms of
the right to self-determ ination or
the right to be free from Oppres-
sion  or exploitation. |t poses
difficult problems if it is justfied
n terms of the discourse of a

scholars  will
e that the natien-
the oppressor musc be
d frem the nacionalism
But, experience,
cizll Lanka, has shown
s that even if this type of dis-
course is marginal during the period
of disent, it becomes more legi-

im0 . e

-

timate when mevements acquire
political power. WUnlass chere s
a deliberate attempt to counter
this consciousness, it may emerge
as the dominant force in  Tamill
political thinking.

The discourse of a chosen people,
which Is a familiar and impartant
part of Sinhalese nationalism®. has
become a new a disturbing phenc-
menon in Tamil political writing.
In surveying some of the books
and articles, which have come out
sincz 1983, there appears to be
an alarming and rapidly growlng
process of myth creation about
Sri Lankan Tamils. It is fimpor-
tant that these myths be dispelled
now, before they reczive idzo-
logical wigour.

Where does this discourse come
from ! The rise of the DK in
Tamlil Madu and its version of
anti-Brahmin, populist nationzlism
had an important effect on Sri
Lankan Tamil consciousness in the
50°s and the 60's. Tamil pride in
culture and language had been an
important part of Tamil identity,
but there was no automatic spill-
aver into Tamil political discourse
and political writing.

Even as early as the [950',
Mr. C. Suntheralingam spoke in
terms of a Dravida, Saiva Siddhanta
consciousness as part of the 35ri
Lankan Tamil identity. However,
his writings were on the fringe
of the movement and were, there-
fore not reflected in che conscious-
ness of other Tamil political leaders,
especially 5. 1. Y. Chelvanayagam
who was a Chriscian  with  litcle
affinity for this type of political
consciousness.  In the 1970s when
the demand for 2 separate state
was made, there was much writing
which pointed to a zense of pride
in Tamil history; buc again, Tamil
political discussion and discourse,
whather among moederate  Tamils,
or in the publications of Tamil
militane groups, ecentered around
Tamil grievances based on linguistic
and cerritorial rights and their sense
of appression. |t was this discourse
that gave birth to the concept of
a Tamlil Linguistic region.

The riots of 1983, however,
had a major qualititative impact
not only in terms of the increasing
radicalisation of the Tamil popu-

lation, but also in the type of
language and discourse used to
present the Tamil cause. Certzin
Tamil nationalist myths which
had been politically latent began
to be openly expressed; there
was a deliberate and conscious
attempt to create a Dravida,
Saiva Siddhanta political identity:
The main chrust of this campaign
appears to come, not so  much
fram Madras or laffna, where evey
day issues of survival point to a
differenc type of political, but from
the expatriate community, who have
begun to write extensively on Tamil
history and Ideology. Thelr writings
are circulated widely and have zn

important effect on Tamil cons-
ciousness.

(To be Continued)
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The majority must. ..
{Continwed from poge [0)

is the ultimate and the most
successful opponent of political
violence because by his respect
of views so divergent from his
own he reduces the need for
taking up the gun. Authorita-

rianizm and intolerance achieves
the oppaosite. When people find
that they ecannot freely express

their views, they are led, with
some justification, to feel that
there is no recourse save violence.

The Council for Liberal Demao-
eracy is convinced that Sixth
Amendment, prolzimed as a power-
ful weapen in the fight against
separatist violence' has provided
instead its strongest  justification,
and become a source of support

for the wvery thing it was desighed’
to curtail.  The CLD therefore
requeasts the government, even now,
to sea sense and repeal chis into-
lerant, authoritarian and ultimacely
unconstructive piece of legislation.
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The Politics of Communalism

A. Jeyaratnam Wilson

ane Russell in her Communal

Polities under the Donough-
maore  Constitution  1931-1947
(Dehiwala, Tisara Prakasakayo Lid.,
|982) provides us with the seed-
bed of what was to happen in
the years following independence.
In this work of hers o rich in
Insights Into the politiczl eulture
of the petty squabbling bet-
ween persons and people entirely
unaccustomed  to the  workings
of an altogether strange and
eccentric constitutional mechanism,
we get some |dea that 1948 and
after was nothing to be surprised

about. The writing was thera on
tha wall.
VWhat strikes the observer is

that there are three British cons.
titutional decuments, the Cole-
brocke-Cameron Repart of 1833,
the Donoughmore Report of 1928
and the Soulbury Report of 1945
each of which created dissidence
and dissatisfaction among the mina.
ricy ethnic and religious groups.
The British who were 3o adept
at discovering formulae to  still
the pace cf discantent in Guyana
ameng other territories, did not
dasire to choose the cautious routa
in Sri Lanka. The analyses of the
three reports referred to could
form a study in themselves. Briefly
Colebrooke-Cameron laid the foun-
dations of the unitary  state,
Donoughmore  turned fts  face
against multiethnicity and Soulbury
hoped Westminster will take root
when the commissioners would
well have been aware that thair
hero, Don Stephen Senanayake,
I|1Iad only a few more years to
e,

The depressing account  which
Russell relates in each of her
chapters tell their stary of Sinhala
Intrigues and the Jaffna Tamils'
search for the holy grail of com-
munal ratios which might stem
the tide of the new flood of
electors caused by the Introduction
of universal suffrage. We have
the familiar picture of the atomi-
zation of Tamil politics and G, G.
Ponnambalam's valiant effort to

L&

{University of New Brunswick, Caonada)

close the loopholes. But he failed
ta gain  the wunconditional and
wholehearted suppore of the mir
rities which mattered. The Sin-
halese fared better. They knew
what was in store. They did not
chafe at the restraints. Instead
they went along with the system
knowing full wall that at the end
of the road the bonanza of a
single unitary state would be the
prize for loyal and unstinted co-
cperation in.the war effort.

Here we find the men of
destiny  beginning to use their
tools to carve their respective
niches in history. D. B. layatilleke
opted out. Don Stephen Senanayake
mare a creation of the VWijewar.
d_cm: Newspapars emerges a paper
tiger. 5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
gave the lateer 2 good run for

his money. J. R. Jayewardene with

Bandaranaike were dabbling in
Sinhala  Buddhist politics — dane-
minatianal schools, the official

language, the naticnal anthem, the
national flag. G. G. Ponnambalam
ultimately emerges as the charis-
matic uncrowned Kking of the
Morthern Tamils. S.J. V. Chelva-
nayakam was biding his time but
with uncanny foresight was ahle
to anticipate all the calamities
that would befall the Tamil comm-
unpity In the postindependence years,
I like Russell's quintessential pro-
traic of Chelvanayakam:

. Chelvanayakam  was seTjously cap-
cerned with the political efect of
Sinhalese Buddhist culcural resurgence
on the future of the Ceylan Tamils,
Chelvanayakam  was  a * thoughtful
man; as a palitician  he displayad
[_r.he] integrity .. His Tamil communza-
l|_sm wis not the froch of an opportu-
nist but a deeply felc and considerad
jedgement backed by an  apprecia-
tion of Tamil culture which amaun-
ted ta blind loyaley. Chelvanayakam's
attachment to the Ceylen  Tamll
eulture came much closer to a true
Tamil mactionalism and  his floomy
views and oracular actitude preelai-
mad him the heir to the Ponnambalam
Arunachalam who had curned in his
bitterness fram the idez|l of a Uni-
ted Lanka to the cancepr of a
Tamilnad or Pan-Tamilan state in his
solstitial years. Alchough 5. ), V.
Chelvanayakam did not present a

differentiated pelicy to that of Pon-
nambalam n 1947, hiz  political
approach augured a radical changa
in the tone and demeanour of Cey=-
lon Tamil pelitics in the post-inde-
pendence periad (FP. [321 - 27)

Jane Russell has correctly dis-
cerned the character of the man
who was to  alter the political
history of Sri Lanka. The most
prickly problem for the Tamils at
this time was however the folly
of the Jaffna Youth Congress and
the antics of C. Suntheralingam.
Together the two made a mess of
a Ceylon Tamil movement which
might have othaerwise fared better.
The Mational Congress held Itz
greund as a low country Sinhalese
organization. They knew they had
got on to a good thing, universal
suffrage, and they meant to stick
with the Bricish on ic. The British
imperialists for thelr part realized
that the furure protection of their
commercial and military interescs
as well as the maintenance of the
Commoenwezlth tie lay in warking
with one man, Deon Stephen, net
with any organisation,

The beginnings of the dispute
on ethnic proportions in the public
services are pinpointed by Russell
burt for quice different reasons
advanced by the Sinhala ethno-
nationalists of contemporary hue.
In 1937, the Selangor Unemploy-
ment Enqu'lr}«' Committee enguired
into the retrenchment in govern-
ment service n the Federated
Malay States In 1937, noted:-

So far as the Jlaffna Tami| are con-
cerned, in days that are now gone,
the Jaffna Tamil was the backbona
of the government Clerical Service
and the Railways, Jaffna was then
the only country which had an over-
supply of English-educated men.

5o it seems obvicus that the
British did not prefer the Tamils
to the Sinhalese or the Tamils to
the Malays or Chinese. The simple
facc was that the arid peninsula
offered the Tamils very little op-
poertunities of alternative employ-
ment and they therefore took to

(Continued on poge %)



Argentina

Patricia Pittman

FOREIGN "N
NEWS

Trial of the generals

Pabla’s testimony: ‘The night they came to get me, Claudia said something |
forget — that each 31 December | should drink a toast to her Bﬂlf__i
she was already dead...” Claudia is still ‘disappeared’, and the military and
claim she was never detained.

Buenos Aires 8 October |983..,
Admiral Emilic Eduarde Massera,
former junta member and head of
the Argentine Mavy from 1976
ta 1979, shool his fist threacen-
_ingly at the panel of slx judges.
‘Are my accusers those we defea-
ted in the war?’' he asked before
a public that had come te hear
the infamous milicary leader refute
charges of human rights viclaticns.
“WWe are protagonists in an his-
torical aberration,. the war against
terrorism was a just war. Never-

thelass, | am here now because
we wan that war,” he said in
reference to the socalled ‘dirty

war' zgainst lefrist subversion that
began in March 1976 with a mili-
tary coup. By the time the
repressive period ended in 1983,
people had disappeared in massive
numbers variously estimated at
10,000 co 30,000 (See ‘Munca
Mas', Index on Censorship 3/1986.)

Cn 9% December, two years
afcer the return to democracy,
Massera was found guilty of haw-
ing ordered the rorture and
murder of thousands of people
who were kidnapped and taken to
the Mavy Mechanics School, one
of 340 secret detention centres
used by the military government
to hold the disappeard’. He

reczived a life sentence along
with former President General
lorge Rafael Videla far murder,

orture, abduction and extortion.
Of the seven others indicted in
the some case, three received

Patricia Pittman, o freelance
writer, is g consultant for Amerlcas
Watch in New York. She hos been
living In Argentina since |982.

terms of four and a half to 17
years, and four were acquitted.

Massera’s indignant self-defence
was not unwarranted, given the
absence of an historical precedent

for a trial of this nature. MNo-
where in Latin America has 2
democratically elected successor

government brought its predecessors
to |ustice for human righes viola-
tians. The Argentine press has
called it *The Trial of the Cen-
tury', and others have dubbed it
the ‘Latin American MNuremberg™-

The closest parallel to the
Argentine case Is probably Greece
in 1974, where a new democratic
government tried the former rili-
tary dictator. However, the human
rights wviclations that had ceeurred
in Greece were ona much smaller
scale and less vicious. Tha charges

themselves focused on  sedicion,
only tangentially  touching the
human rights lssue. The Greek

military regime had been weakenad

by their war in Cyprus, [ust as
in Argentina, the Falklands war
helped to  diseredit  the armad
forces,

The Argentine trial will have

a unique place in world history
and Is already having a considera-
ble impact on neighbouring coun-
tries concerned abaur preventing
future abuses by the military elite.
Mot all the resules are in, since
trials of other military officers
for human rights abuses continue.

But two things are already clear,
First, in a2 pation where the
military and the right wing have

will never
everyone, because
the police

traditionally enjoyed total impunity,
the |udiciary has been potentially
strengthened by bringing the nine
generals and admirals 1o justice.
Mever before had the military ar
the right' wing been held accoun-
table for political vialence. Second,
the trail proceedings have aired
the longhidden truch of what went
on during those dark years. These
is reason to expect that this
awareness will have a lasting im-
pact on the population, making
future abuses much less likely.

Although the problem of young
uraban guerrilla groups and harsh
responses  from the armed forces
was also being seen in neighbour-
ing Uruguary, Brazil and Chile at
the time, the killing machine that
was put into cperation in Argen-
tina with the March [976 coup
was unlike the repression seen in
other parts of Latin America.

Patricia’ Derian, former Assistant
Secretary for Human Rights and
Humananitarian Affairs, testified
before the court on the view
from the US during the Carter
years.

‘n legitimately reacting to the
terrorist threat, the Argentine
government went over-board and
became even more dangerous
terrorists for the population.’

In 1976, the new milicary regime
began implementing a plan for the
total elimination of opposition.
The programme extended far
beyond the estimated 500 armed
guerrillas that existed and was
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based on the systematic ‘disappear-
ance' of individuals, Throughout
the miiitary’s rule these opera-
tlons were conducted under extra-
ordinary secrecy, and it was denied
that the thousands of missing people
had been detzined, or had been
killed. Public statements and even
written internal aorders avoided
mention of the illegal repression.

They simply referred to *elimina-
ticn of delinquent subversives',
Large sectors of the security
forces were compromised in the
repression se that pace of silence
could be maintained.

The judicial branch ahetted
this policy by rejecting thous-
ands of writs of habeas corpus.

Other institutions, particularly
the press and the Church, rema-
ined silent. Among the general
public, only people directly
affected by the repression had
any idea of the magnitude of
the atrocities being committed.
(5ee Robert Cox, ‘Mever Again?'
Index on Censorship 3/1986.)

Despite elaborate attempts by
four consecutive juntas to cover
their tracks, the persistent efforts
of relatives of the viccime, orga-
nlsed In  human rights groups,
resulced in the collection of tes-
timony from thousands of survi-
vors and  witnesses.  After tha
collapse of the military regime,
when the newly elected president,
Raul Alfonsin, assumed office
in December 1983, he formed
the National Commission for
the Disappearance of the People
(COMADEP). The commission,
through the use of computers
to cross-reference the mass of
its documentation, was able to
arrive at a list of 8,260 disap-
peared people, and detail the
methodology used in most of
the cases. The results of this
investigation were edited under
the title Nunca Mas (‘Mever
Again') and 200,000 copies sold
in Argentina,

But it was
public trial

not until the
of the military

;]

commanders commenced in April
I9B5 that the averape Argentine
unavoidably came face to face
with the secret war, Massive
press coverage included a special
weekly magazine called the MNews-
paper of the Trial (‘Diaric dal
ludicio”), nightly news reports on
television, and usually a pags a
day in all newspapers.

The impact on public
of news of the trial was accom-
panled by reports of right-wing
terrarlsm in support of the farmer
juntas, Several young activists
were kidnapped and tortured for
perieds of a faw hours, and six
people were hald for ranzem, one
of whom has still not reappeared.

apinion

Death threats were also received
by hundreds of journalists, palici-
cians and [abour leadsrs, as  well
as by witnesses and prosecutors
in the trial.

The gavernment has attribuced
these episodes  to ‘unemployad’
civilian and military bands that
had operated in the repression
and now wished to demonstrate
their continued strengch. Top
aides to Alfonsin admit that
they still have not hbeen ahle
to bring the intelligence services
under contral, despite the ap-
pointment  of democratically-
minded officers at the head of
these bodies.

Surprise trial

The Argentine human rights
movement is indeed one of the
strongest in Latin  America, and
was partly responsible for creat.
Ing the political sicuation in which
the new democratic government
knew the issue of the diszppeared
could not go unanswered. Bur
the human rights Initiatives had
no major impact on the general
public until after the military had
failed in the Falklands. While
Massera and other commander-
attempted at the trial to vindi-
cate their triumph over the usr.
rillas, it was clear to most Argen.
tines that the anly real war
fought in Argentina was an the

Falkland Island in
humiliating defeat, coupled with
the deepening economic  erisis,
divided and weakened the zrmed
ferces to the point where the
human rights issue could be aired,

(982, That

This first occurred in  the form
of mass rallies demanding the Reap-
pearance Alive' of the disappera-
red and ‘Punishment of the Guilcy'.
In desperation cthe last military
junta declared an  amnesty for
those Involved in the ‘war against

subversion', only te receive a
resounding rejection of the law
by the judiciary, politicians and
the press.

As the election of Octoler
I983 approached, Raul Alfensin

of the centrist Radical Party emea-
rged as the charismatic alcernativa
to the traditionally popular Pero-
nist movement. He campaigned as
a defender of human rights, non-
violence, and democratic institu-
tions,

From the start of his campaign
he made clear that he would
discriminate among the repressors,
by establishing three categories
of responsibility: 1) Those who
gave orders, 2} those who simply
carried them out in the line of
duty, and 3} those who committed
excesses, i.e. torture murder rob-
bery. The implication was that
those in the second category
would be exempted from punish-
ment.

Upon assuming office on |0 Decem-
ber |983, in a spectacular public
speech,  Alfonsin - announced tha
indictment of the npine members
of the first three out of four
Juntas to govern Argentina during
the seven years of milicary rule.
In order to show his condemna-
tion of violence from both sides,
he also ordered the prosecution
of saven guerrilla leaders, two ef
whom are being cried and five
of whom are still at large. The
COMADEP was thencreated, which
over the course of nine months
collacted information thic  later
would form the basis for the case
presented by the state prosecutor
during the tril of the commanders,



There are an estimated 1,700
cases currently bending In  the
military courts that may eventually

he appealed to civilian courts
under Alfonsin's reform. It is
expected that the top leaders,

such as the former Chief of police
in the Province of Buenos Adres,
Genera! Ramon Camps, General
Luciano Benjamin Menendez  frem
Cordba, and the head of the
Mavy Mechanics School, Captain
Chamorro,  will be convicted.
Other lesser officials on trial, such
as Captain Alfredo Astiz, may be
ler off given the difficulty in prov-
ing that he excceded orders.
Astiz was captured by the British
on the South Georgia Island and
the French, believing that he was
responsible for the abduction and
murder of two French nuns, sought
but did not obtain his excradition.
He was also allegedly responsible
for the shooting and  subsequent
disappearance of Dagmar Hagelin,
a 17-year-old Swedish girl he had
mistaken for another young woman
who was allegedly involved with
the guerrillas,

Mo one had ancicipated the
public dimensions the proceedings
would assume, People gueued all
night to obtain one of the limited
number of entry passes allotted
each day, and the courtrocm was
packed with local and international
press. Wyhen, on 22 April, the
first witness was called to the
stand, an atmesphere of credibility
was generated by the sombre for-

mality of inquiry passed by the
six judges.

Each night the televislon news
brought the trial inta every

Argenting’s home. Theo Van Boven,
former human rights directar at
the United Mations, reperted the
thousands of denouncements of
disappearances received by that
body. Admiral Salvio Menendez
admitted there had been detain-
ees in the MNavy Mechanics School.

Eric Stover, of the American Ass-
ociation for the Advancement aof
Science, tesified that a team of
Marcth American  forensie anthro-
pologists had Identified cadavers
buried in  wunidentified graves as
persons listed as ‘disappeared’.

Unexpected justice

While human rights leaders have
criticised aspects of the court's
final ruling, particularly the acquic-
tal of for defendants, no one
would deny its historical signifi-
cence. Mignone called ita begin-
ning. Wye must now follow
through on the remaining cases
of human rights abuses,” he said.

For most ordinary Argentines,
the two life sentences constituted
an unexpecced act of justice. There
are still fears — probably unfounded
— of an amnesty, but there 1is
also hope that these acts of jus-
tice will strengthen democracy
and help prevent future military
Intervention.

The public denunciation of the
use of illegal methods to suppress
opposition, brought home in the
court's arguments, is being heard
all over Latin America. Current
military dictatorships know that
one day they too may face such
a trial. Chileans are already busy
gathering evidence against thase
whao have perpecrated official vie-
lence outside the legal system.

This possibilicy in ltself may have
a restraining influence on the
security forces,

History may also mark this trial
as a turning paint In the milicary
ideclagy — so commen in  Lacin
America — which includes the self-
appointed assumption of the naticnal
defence against the policical lefe
by setting Itself abave the law
and employing techniques of secret
disappearances to terrorise those it
perceives to be subversive. Cer-
tainly the continued trial of lower
level officers, which s likely to
drag on for several years, will keep
these issues alive.

Prasecutor lulic Strassera, in his
closing statement, eloguencly reflec-

ted on the lessons of the trial.
He referred to the over 9,000
disappeared people who accom-

panied him in this task, and expres-
sed the hope that they will ‘not
only demand the punishment of the
of the crimes committed against
them; they will alse wanc this
inevitable act of justice to serve

as a condemnation of the use of
violence as a political instrument
no matter who uses it, so that
the Idea cthat there are good
deaths and bad deaths can be dane
away with forever.'

The Politics. ..
(Continued from poge lo)

to government service. It isclear
from Russell's analysis of the dis-
putes between the Sinhalese and
Tamils on the subject of represen-
tation, that the Tamils feared for
their fucura having, as Russel has
made obvious, no other recourse
to zalcernative sources of employ-
ment,

Yet anather pressing question
that reared its ugly head during
this phase was the presence of
Indian Tamil plantation workers in
the Kandyan Sinhalese areas. On
this question, the Ceylon and In-
dian Tamils acted In unison while
the Kandyan Sinhalese increasingly
realised that in unity with thelr
low country Sinhalese fellowmen
lay their strength. The problem
was left unresalved both by the
Denoughmore and Soulbury Cammis-
sions giving rise in the end to
irreconciable conflict between the
Sinhalese and Tamil communities.

Ceylon was unfortunate in the
gavernors the island had during the
twenties and thirties, Hugh Clifford
was unpredictable, barely In poise.
Russall thinks Caldecotr was dim.
Manning liked intriguing. “Yhich
leaves wus with Herbert Stanly,
Reginald Stubbs and Monck—Masen
Maoore. Yere they tried and tes-
ted men! Were the members of
the Deonoughmore and  Soulbury
Commission any better] Had the
island been In surer hands, the
ills we are pray to presently could
have been avoided.

Russell's book is invaluable far any
student wishing to probe into the
contemporary politics of 5ri Lanka.
As a scholar, she has successfully
unders:ood the mentality of the
numercus political figures she has
investigated. She has studied the
literature and produced a work of
considerble value.
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The
The

James Reston

Allies

WASHINGTOMN
frer the American air raid en

Libya, it was crally round
the flag, boys" here. But there
are many unanswered questions

about the wisdom of this advance.

This was supposed to be a sur-
prise attack, vyet tha president and
his aides were on the air for over
a week felling Colonel Moamer
Qadhafi that tha Americans were
coming. YWhy warn him in advance
and give him the chance to move
American citizens into target areas
or even to take them hostage!

The adminiscration’'s theory, or
at least its hope, was that this
bombing raid would demonstrace
President Ronald Reagan's deter-
mination ta stamp out terrorism.
But did the administration really
believe this? And if so, why are

Questions

That Won’t

all departments and agencies here
in VWashington and all our embas-
sies abroad now on special alert,
and why are American cltizens
being advised of the risks of trave-
ling abroad.

The president has proclaimed the
raid a “success.” But how would
he know at this early date! How
many lives were lost in this so-
called tsurgleal strike’? Did it
isolate Colonel ~Qadhafi ar bring
the Arab world to the Libyan
leader's sidal

Assuyme, for example, that Mr,
Reagan terrorized the Libyan leader
and the other terrorists. What
would the Russians do! Probably
nothing, except to convince Colonel
Oadhafi, as they have been trying
to do ever since he took over
Libya, that the Soviet Union should

THGLL TeAc
fdose ’l’ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?l?‘l’ S
A LESSON...

HaLFe, s M ey MRS, ERdrtih. By SEORHE,

Go Away

have 2 permanent naval base at
Tripoli In the middle of the Medi-
terraneanean. Such a develepment
would be some syccess,” not for
Mr. Reagan or even for Colonel
Dadhafi, but for Mikhail S, Gorba-
chev, the Sovier leader, and his
naval strategic planners.

Moscow lost no time in making
its position clear on the Libyan
raid, and linking it to the larger
guestions of U, 5 Soviet relations.

After calling the attack on Libya
a “eriminal action,” the Russians
cancelled the meeting that was to
take place May 14 to |6 between
Secretary of State George P. Shultz
and Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard
A. Shevardnadze to discuss the
agenda  for 2 Reagan-Gaorbachey
meeting later in the year,

Had the president considered the
effect of the bombing rald on zilied,
congrassional and Soviet relations!
This is what is now beginning to
be debated in Washington.

Maybe the most Important ques-
tion being asked In this and in allied
capitals is: What has come over
Mr. Reagan recently te inspire this
aggressive military response to his
prablems in the Maditerranean? For
some time he has been criticized
25 a ceremonial president, depend-
ent primarily on his staff,

But recently, as if In resentment
against these charges, he has been
more assertive, demanding his own
way with Congress and the allies.

The main question is whether
this is achieving the ends he seeks
or the opposite. Mot enly Colonel
Qadhafi's Communist and lslamic
supporters, but Spain, ltaly, Greece,
Denmark, Merway, the Netherlands
and Japan have expressed reserva-
tions about the attack.

Meanwhile there are some ather
puzzling questions. With UL 5, air-
craft carriers off Sicily, within easy
striking distance of Libya, why
choose fighter-bombers  out  of

{Continued on page 221)
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... Or a Cynical Appeal to
‘Rambo’ Instinct?

Daoud Kuttab

EAST JERUSALEM

Israe{i—{:}:cupfed West Bank —
Ordinary people, 25 well as the
experts in this part of the world,
are trying to figure out what
single result can come out of the
American bombing of the two
largest cities in Libya.

Will it stop the vicious cycle
of violence in the Mediterranean,
Eurcpe and the Middle East? Will
it result in the collapse of the
Libyan government? Will it bring
an end to indiscriminate injury and
killing of innocent peopla? Will
it spread throughout the world a
new set of principles of human
rights, human dignity and respact

for human life?
The answer, to zll the above,
Is no.

Rather, the raids will most cor
tainly accelerate the present cycle
of viclence and counterviolence.
More and not fewer innocent people
will be made victims as a conse-
quence of president Reagan's trigger
happy, militaristic actions.

Unfortunately, the  American
people have been sold a nicely
prepared package of half-truths.
Colenel Moamer Qadhafi has been
portrayed as 2  monster, and
American  raids  on Libya are
offered as the cure for international
terrorism. But if terrorism  ean
be defined as inflicting injury or
harm en innocent pecple, then the
U.S. president has become the
latest  member in this unwanced
group. By attacking civilian targecs,

Mr. Reagan can no longer be
seen as any saner than  Caolanel
Qzdhafi.

Neither will the accelarated

cycle of vielonce be confined to
the Medicerranean, Countries such
as Britain, which have zided the
United States, will be the rargets

Tha  writer, managing  editor of the
English-language Palestinian  weckly Al
Fajr iIn Jerusolom, conteibuted this tg
the Los Angeles Times,
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of counterviclence. Here in the
Middle East, the Israzli govern-
ment will take the American action
s a vindication of its own policies
of state terrorism against Palest]-
nians, beoth in Lebanan znd in the
accupied  cerritories,  Meanwhile,
tha lack of a sclution of the
Palestinian problem  continues o
bea source of despair and tragedy,

The WL 5. zction also will not
resule in the collapse of the
Qadhafi government. The people
of Libya will unite behind their
govnrnment.

We have a saying in the Arzb
world that  veven if my brother
and | fight against our cousin, all
three of us will unite in fighting
the common enemy.”  Whether
Mr. Reagan likes it or not, hes
has made Colonel Qadhafi a national
Arab hero,

The president's eclaim  that his
actions are meant to bring peace
to the world has an empty ring
here in the Middle East. How
can such a violent action produce
a peacsful result? The bombard-
ment of the Lebanese mountajns
by the batcleship New lJersey is

still fresh in  people’s memories.
In Arab nations and the Third
Warld, anti-American  sentiment

will increase.  While Mr, Reagan
acts like a cowbay, Mikhail Gorba.
chey locks the soher stacesman
and scores points by urging mutual

superpower withdrawal from the
Medicerranean Ses.

Mr. Reagan’s actions destroy
existing understandings between

pecple and nations of the world.
Instead of dealing objectively before
international bodies with any evi-
dence of Libyan complicity in
terrer, Mr. Reagan and his war
cabinet have declared themselyes
judge, jury and executioner. Unak'e
to  persuade Western allies to
carry outa boycort of Libya, the
president has taken upen  himseif
the role of world policeman.
Tragically, the new world order
set by Mr. Rezgan is the old

America’s

jungle law — might makes
the rich devour the poar,

The real motives behind the
raids were different frem what
Mr. Reagan advertised. They were
nat  meant  to  step  terrcrism.
Simply puc, his actions were poli-

right,

tically motivated to appeal in a
demagogic way to the Rambo
syndreme  now so strong among
Americans,

As far a5 Mr. Reagan s con.
cerned, it does not matter whether
a country is democratic or tota-
litarian, whether it is run by the
will of the pecple or by a dictatar.
V¥hat marters is  whether the
country can he counted on to be

under the wings of the United
States. And if it is not, it is
fair pame. (. H.T)

The Questions . . .
(Continued from page 21)

Britain, only to be refused air
passage over France, and be forced
to decour around Spain for fear
of incurring thar country's opposi-
tion as well!

The answer we get hereis that
Mr, Reagan was determined to
demonstraze to the allies that he
would strike Libya with or without
their cooperation and to  remind
Colonel Qadhafi that even without
aircraft  carriers in the region,
America could hit him with land-
based bombers.

The French eonfirm that their
embassy in Tripoli was hit by our
bombers, but more important, that
they believe they have done maore
to contain Colona| Qadhafi's ambi-
tions in Chad by quiet military
and diplomatic actions,

So there clearly are doubes hare
— serious doubts that are not being

expressed In public. This is true
not only in the allied embassies,
where some officials are inclined

to believe that the only *winners"
in this struggle so far are the
Russians and Caolonel Oadhafi,

All this js denied by the admi-
nistration, but these unanswered
questions are likely to emerge.

— The Mew York Times



Rambo on the Rampage

Nikil Chakravarty

he position that the President

of the United 5tates of
America holds in the affairs of
the world carries with it a modi-
cum of dignity and a certan
degree of responsibility. It is
amazing that the present occupant
of that hish office has rtecently
demonstrated that he pOssesscs
neither. Leaders of nations some-
times indulge in bitter polemics

and hurl harsh xvrlfds at each
other, but none of them lias
called another head of a stale

a mad dog. MNot, at leasl since
Adolf Hitler, But that's whal
President Reagan has  called
President Gaddafi of Libya — an
ostentatious display of vulgarity
which shocked the world. _
But thi¢ indecency-diplomatic
indecency — on the part of the
vaunted leader of the “Free
World” was surpassed by his
deeds a few  days later, o1
April 15 when the US l::nmhc‘d
a number of places in Libya 1

total defiance of all codes of
civilised socicty, not to :;_p:s:uk
of international law, President

Feagan did not care to put oh
a fip-leaf in committing this
ageression, for he could trot
out no justification in defence
of his misdeed. In the cyes of
the world, this barbaric action
has earned for Presidend Reagan

himself the epithet of a mad
dog. t ; :
The U S Administration was

making feverish preparation for
this blitz attack under cover of
a so-called campaign against
international terrorism, in which
it tried to single out President
Gaddafi as the evil organiser of
the recent acts of terrorism.
The bomb blast ina West Berlin
night club in which one American
lost his life along with others
as dalso the bomb outrage inan
aircraft flying between Rome and
Athens were held up by Reagan's
special cmissary, Gen Walters as
proof of a Gaddali conspiracy.
But Walters could convince none
of the Governments in West
Europe about Libyan complicity
in these bomb incidents — not

even the Governmenls in whose
territory these two wviolent inci-
dents had taken place.

This however did not deter
Reagan from ordering the bombing
or claiming as he did after the
atcack, about his having evidence
which is *direct’, “precise” and
“irreputable,’ regarding Gaddafi's
complicity: Unfortunately for Rea-

aan, this so-called “evidence
that barring his lapdog, the
Thatcher Government in Britain,

none of the West European powers
stood by him, and two of s
NATO allies — France and Spain
— did not permit overflipht byUS
warplanes, showing vparifwithout
precedent in the Western Alliance.

This blatant show of force by
the US Administration has de-
monstrated its  weakness mniore
than its strength. MNever has USA
been so isolated in the comity of
nalions. The Arab nations, the
MNonaligned Movement, China —
not to speak of the Soviet Union
and its allies — have come out
denouncing Reagan’s banditry in
Libya, while his MNATO allies
have refused to rally behind him.
No U5, President has left his
country in such shivering cold

bereft of support excepting
Britain and Canada and of course
[srael and may be South Africa,
By his Hitlerite arrogance “If
necesary, we will do it again™),
Reagan has invested Gaddafi with
4 measure of respectability which
the Libyan leader did not enjoy
before.

It i3 doubtful if President
Feagan personally has any com-
prehension of the consequences
of his Big Bully politics. One
is tempted to quote what his
former Budget Director, David
Stockman had to say about him:
“Reagan's body of knowledge is
primarily impressionistic. He regis-
ters anccdotes rather than conce-
pts. Reagan has a mind like a
trench — narrow but deep. The
President might be getting a little
semile.” This senility is good
neigher for the well-being of the
United States nor for the peace
af the world,

INDIA'S response to Reagan's
primitive troglodyte approach to

international politics
along expected lines., At the time
of the previous US attack oo
Libya (March 24-25), Mew Delhi‘s
initial reaction was rather mufled,
but at New York, as the Chair-
man of the Manaligned Bureau,
India fell in line with the sen-
timents of the Nonaligned mem-
br-states when they denounceed
US action as an act of azgression.
This time, the very first state-
ment by India’s External Affairs
Minister in Parliament (April 135)
“ynequivocally condemned™ US
agction as being “in total disregard
of international law and consti-
tutes nothing less than a clear
gct of ageression’ and found it
“reprehensible that a Permanent
Member of the Security Council
having a primary responsibility
for the maintenance of inrerna-
tional peace and security has
taken the law into'its own hands
and resorted to measures contr=y
to all norms of international
conduet and the principles of the
UN Charaeter.”” Perhaps no other
incident sinee World War 11 has
evoked such strong condemnation
from the Government of India.

— (Mainstream)
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Regional Perspective

Positive Results of India’s New
Diplomacy in Sri Lanka

Bhabani Sen Gupta

he past one year has clarified
Tlndia's policy with regard to
the ethnic civil war in 5ri Lanka
to a point where its Impact on
both sides to the conflice is begin.
ning to tell. Upuntil 1984, policy
makers in Mew Delhi had kept
military intervention as an implied
option, The  maost important
problem, however, was one of
credibility. The  rhetoric of
intervention did net frighten
Colombo for all practioners of
politics and diplomacy knew that
the rhetoric could not be translated
into action. On the other hand,
Colombo made abundant use of
its simulaced threat perception te
mohilise domestic and international
support for its ethnic deprivation
policy, and to neutralise the net
insignificant number of Sinhalas
who had been arguing for a policy
of reconciliation with steadily —
though slowly — increasing effect.
In Tamil Madu, interventionist
rhetoric got the Congress-l1 and
the AIADMK some political mileage,
but the gain was ephemeral and
even dangerous, |t created expecta-
tions that could not be fulfilled.

About a year ago, prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi crafted a new policy
ta deal with the Sri Lanka crisis,
lt was a down-to-earth policy
within the range of India’s resources
and the limits of the proprieties
of diplomacy. He sent a simple
message to Jayewardene and Tamil
milltants: The ethnic conflice Isa
problem between the two largest
communities of Sri Lanka. It s
not an Indian problem. India would
be willing to help if thetwo sides
to the conflict agreed to talk thelr
way to a political settlement. For
this both sides would have to
resile subscantially from their polar
positions. The Tamils would have
to give up their clalm to a separate

sovereign state and settle for local
autonomy; the Sri Lanka govern-
ment would have to make autonomy
substantive, not fictional. India's
good offices will be available If
Sri Lanka were ready to pursue
the political track. |[f, on the
other hand, Jayewardene deter-
mined to seek a military solution
and braced his army far a fight-
to-a-finish role, he could please
himself, and face the consequences,
but he couldn't expeet India's help.

layewardene made a stunning
blunder by declaring in February
that he would be secking a military
solution of the civil war within
the year. He boasted that the
Lanka army was better trained and
equipped, that the Tamil guerrillas
were losing, and getting divided
amongst themselves, and he even
went to the length of promising
the Sinhalas a peaceful jsland by
December 19856, The Sri Lanka
president, as if to demonstrate
that he meant business, proceded
to do a lictle Yietnam or Lebanon
in Jaffna., He ordered bombing of
Tamil areas. His army drew up
ssecurity zones'' populated by Tamil
civilans and took reprisals for
guerrilla actacks by killing or maim-
ing Innocent people and destroying
their properties. Evidently, laye-
wardene wanted to establish a
clear edge on the battlefront in
order te wrest a favourable politi-
cal setclement of the Tamil
problem. He sesmed to forget
for moment that this is what the
French had sought to do in Algeria,
the Americans in Yietnam and the
lsraelies in Lebanon. Sri Lanka's
astute political leader, like most
of his Sinhala compatriots, totally
overlooked the snationalist’ content
of the Tamil commitment to the
clvil war.

Bur he
quite saon.

realised his  blunder
Then tried to wriggle

out of it He said he would
separate the military from the
political aspect of the canflice,

settle the military aspect militarily
and the political aspect through
negotlatiens. This splitting tactics
failed to take off. The Indian
government called off the February
visit to Colombo by the foreign
secratary, Romesh Bhandari, demons-
trating that its good offices wera

available eonly for a political
settlement. For once, a denial
poliey practised by Seuth Bloc
worked,

It waorked because 5ri Lanka just
cannot carry on the burden of
this wasting civil war much langer.

Rajiv.  Gandhi's new diplomacy
turned world  opinion  against
Colomba., At the recent meating

of the Human Rights Commission
in Geneva, Sri Lanka was accused
of genocidal operations against
Tamil civilians by a number of
countries hitherto sympathetic to
Celombo.  Meanwhile, officials con-
ceded that the civil war and deve-
lopment could not go together.
Finance minister Ronnie de Mel
bluntly teld prime minister R.
Premadasa that the present level
of defence expenditure and the
slump in commodity prices would
compel the government to ‘drop
some of the projects included In
the Public Investment Programme,"’
and rule cut the inclusion of new
projects. It became quile clear
to most Sri Lanka that the presi-
dent had beefed up the army only
risking an imminent economic crisis.
VWhat they didn't know, but the
president did, was that the army
wasn't doing all that well in Jafina
and that the guerrillas weren't
exactly losing the war.

India's year-old diplomacy, then,
has yielded positive resules.  First,

{Continued on poge 30}
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CAT’S EYE

MAY DAY AND WOMEN
WORKERS

The 100th anniversary of May
Day in 5ri Lanka is celebrated
amidst many upheavals and chan-
ges in our society.  These include
the important new development
of militancy among women wor-
gers, especially sections such as
nurses.  The strike of nurses
draws attention to the fact that
our econemy is today heavily
based on the cheap labour of
t‘emlnfll:.% — in  the plantations,
agricultural, service and indus-
trial sectors. In key areas of
the service sector too, such as
health and  education, women
play a dominant role — as doe-
tors, teachers, nurses and para—
medical workers. Morcover the
bulk of our foreipgn exchange
earnings is  also attributable to
women’s labour as len pluckers,
garment workers in the FTZ and
housemaids in the Middle East.
In the Free Trade Zone women
are nearly 809 of the work force
(90% in the garment factories
in the Zone). Women form 77%
of the unskilled workers in the
Middle East, while migrant re-
mittance are now second to tea
exports, forming 27% of foreign
exchange earnings, with the lar-
gest percentage of remitted savings

being sent by the women who
are housemaids.
It is perhaps not a co-inci-

dence that some of the most
militant strikes that have taken
place since the crushing of the
1980 general strike, have involved
women workers; the most impor-
tant of these being the two sue-
cessful strikes by the women
parment workers of the Polylex
Garments factory at Ja-ela (just
outside the Free Trade Zoene) in
1982 and 1984; the agiation in
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the plantation sector where women
were at the stoppage of work
in the January (in the form of
prayer campaign) and the recent
sirike ol nurses.

These strikes have also drawn
the support of other women’s
organisations and feminist groups.
During  the Polytex strugeles,
members of women’s orpanisa-
tions joined in the picketing and
issued leaflets and posters; nuns
too came oul to help the strikers
and muterial and moral support
was given to the Polytex struggle
by other women workers,

The nurses strike, which
ted nearly a month, has also
evoked a similar response. Twen-
ty women's organisations seat a
memorandum to the President in
support of the nurses and pro-
duced a poster with several de-
mands — the lifting of the pros-
cription on the Public Services
MNurses Trade Union, the ending
of thuggery against nurses and
the granting of their demands
for higher wages. They also hel-
ped in lodging and feeding nurses
evicted from their quarters, made
till collections of money [rom
the public and spoke at meetings
organised in the Abhayaramaya
temple, the headquarters of the
union president Rey, Muruttetuwe

las-

Ananda, the militant monk.
Perhaps the most  publicised
gesture was by the country’s

most famous aod popular women
singer Nanda Malini, who pave
a benefit concert in aid of the
nurses  strike fund; her songs
are reportedly banned from the
radio as a result of her support
for the strike.

It is important to note that
women workers including nurses

are no loager docile,
females — qualities for which they

submissive

were, no doubt, recruited. ‘The
nurses — 4 middle-class section
with upward social aspirations
— proved that they could over-
come the ‘Florence Nightingale’
image imposed upon them, and
could come out in a mijlitant
strugele for their economic and
trade union rights.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY IN
JAFFNA

— (Bye bye Natkunam)

On March 8th this year, the
International Women's Day was
celebrated for the first time in
Jaflna, a reflection of the develop-
ment ol feminist consciousness
that has emerged recently in the
Morth. The celebrations organised
by the Women's Siwndy Circle
combined culture with conscious-
ness — raising. A talk was given
explaining the significance of
March 8th and emphasising that
feminism was nol an  anti-male
ideology, A ballet was also per-
formed — Sakthi Pirakkuthu {Po-
wer is born) which portrayed the
various forms of oppression and
exploitation of women ending with
4 song —

Women are organising

themselves together
They =all
To make their own dharma

united

{way of life)
They are tising up with fervour

There was also a poetry recital
on the theme — ‘Let us win the



World', Significantly, several men
were active participants 1o the
programme, participating as advo-
cates of women's eguality and
supporters of the women's move-
ment, Another event on Women's
Day was a public demonstration
and a meeting jointly organised
by some of the women's organiza-
tions in Jaffna. Maay women and
yvoung girls took part in this
demeonstration, shouting slogans
against all forms of exploitation
and oppression of women and
also against the indiscriminate
killing of civilians by the armed
forces.

In additicn, on March &th this
year, there were posters all over
Jaffna againsi patriarchy, against
sexism  in the mass media and
against violence apainst womein.
One poster said “Let us forget
the Four Virtwes, let us develop
a fighting spirit"”’. In the Tamil
tradition, a good woman i3 expec-
ted to have The Four Virtues
of fear, shame, pretence and igno-
rance. (MNatkunam), This year the
women have openly challenged
the ‘Brahmins® of the Tamil
establishment, rejecting all these
man-made female virtues!

POETRY BY WOMEN

Symbolising the new mood
among women in the North isa
collection of poems in Tamil by
woamen entitled ‘Sollatha Sethikal’

(Messages Unspoken) recently
published by Women’s Study Cir-
cle of Jafina. These poems which
have a feminist perspective, were
written by ten women — some of
them students in schools. This
shows the creative potentially
that women have; but often these
talents are unrecognised and
unncticed if net actively disco-
uraged. One peem from this
collection says —

I want to
[ want to
I want to

fly across the sky
touch the sun
the moon
the stars
I want to

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AT THE
WORKPLACE

A woman  journalist  recently
resigned from her position in a
daily newspaper. Evidence of sexual
harassment and the abuse of authe-
ricy b}f a male superior was
presented.  Though we canpot pass
judgement en this particular case,
these types of events have |n-
creasingly been brought to the
notice of CATS EYE by women
who have claimed that they have
suffered sexual harassment In their

workplaces, VWomen participate
increasingly  in  the workforce In
Sri Lanka, They are often forced

to rely on male favours and
patrenage for promotion and werk
oppertunicy. This has created an
ideal situation for the crime of
sexual harassment. Every employee
has the right te a work enyiron-
ment free of unwanted sexual
pressures, and the employer has
a corresponding  obligation  to

prevent male employees from
depriving women of cthis right.
Infact, in some societies, sexual

harassment  is seen as an aspect
of discrimination and legal action
may be instigated against the
company for compensation as well
as against the individual concerned.
We feel such laws should exist
in 5ri Lanka and should be subject
to trade unlon protection. Sexuzl
harassment Is one of the most
serious occupational hazards faced
by working women. This under-
mines the integricy of the work-
place and assaults the dignicy of
its vietims.  WWomen often have
no other recourse but to submic

since the men are usually their
superiors who heve the capacity
to dismiss them. If women are

te be ctruly equal they must be

spread my thousand wings

be o sky-ship which goes

up and up and up

T want to be the birds

But

The pots and pans

The thali and the fence
push me into the

lower depths,

that move across the sky

allowed their dignity in the work-
place and this right should there-

fore find protection in the law,
o L] L
Dear Cat's Eye,
| was glad to see you refe-

rence in the recent LG (15.3.86)
to the struggle In India on the
law of maintenznce and cthe Muslim
sharia (religious law) — and was
heartened by the stand tzken by
progressive Muslims.

In Pakistan recently an impor-
tant conference was held of Mus-
lim women from Morth  Africa,
India, Sri Lanka, Bangaladesh, Phi-
lippines and Malaysia. They took
up the issue of women's oppression
and zlso opposed the bill in the
Indian Parliament exempting Mus-
lims from the maintepance law.

““We strongly oppose the pro-
posed bill as It is against the
spirit of [slam which is based
on the principles of equality
and justice for all human beings
befare God.  [slam  especially
exhorts the Just treatment of
women and it is stated In
verse 241 c¢h, 2 of the Quran:

For divorced women
Maintenance should be provided
on a reasonable [Scale)

This is the duty of the righteous

We therefore strongly urge the
Indian Parliament to reject this
bill.

The conference alse drew the
attention of the Governments of
Muslim countries of the world and
the countries with Muslim mina-
ricles to the plight of divorced
women separated from their chil-
dren.

“Under the patriarchal system In
the concerned societies millions
of these women are deprived
of the rights of custody of
their children after a certain
age.

Vel demand that the concerned
Governments introduce progres-

sive and humanitarian |egislacion
to end this discriminacion."

Fawzia Alavi
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Correspondence

What constitutes

our society?

| have always found your maga-
zine (which is the only journal of
repute | receive here apart from
Volce of YWomen and Spare Rib)
to be enarmously educative. It
has been even more so in recent
times. For Instance in the Cats
Eye column in your |ssue of [5th.
March | was educated cut of a
misconception | had held for many
years. Having read the excellent
analyses on the ‘ethnic issue' in
your pages, especially those by
Kumari Jayawardene, Mewton Guna-
singhe and Radhika Coomaraswamy
| had held the wview that the war
in the Morth and the militarization
of our society was mainly due ta
srace and class’. | had thought that
institutionalised Sinhala racism or
Sinhala—Buddhist chauvinism, coupled
(if you will parden the expression)
with the tendency towards the
centralization of power by the
dependent bourgeoisies especiaily
against the backdrop of the crisis
of capitalism (loczl and global),
constituted tha mainsprings of mili-
tarization in our scciety. But just
this week the columnist of Cats Eye
informs us that it Is patriarchy
that is the fundamental cause.

Laest | be sccused of unfair para-
phrasing, permit me to quote the
relevent sentence. The emphases
in dark print are mine. *“'However,
the persuasive militarizaction of our
society and the glorification of
war. _...cucs acroass classes and reve-
als a more fundamental truth
about milicarization thac class analysis
does not account for: that militarism
is a male fantasy (in which some
women may also participate) based
an the patriarchal values of aggres-
sion and domination®,

In this most profound of definitions
then, racism goes unmentioned, znd
class Is diaplaced by a truch “mare
fundamental”: milicarism is........a
male fantasy. This is the most
brilliantly insightful and terse defi-
nition | hkave encountered — one
that evidencly escaped bath Luxem-

18

berg and Lenin in their analyses
of militarization — since Eric Segal
defined love as “never having to
say you're sorry’.  Significantly

though | have not come acrossin
any of the documents, speeches or
statements of the Tamil  militant
organizations, definition of the war
being waged against them or their
people, couched In the terms that
Cats Eye chooses. MNor can | re-
member coming across, in the
weitings of the Vietnamese — surely
a terrible victim of militarist aggre-
sion In our century a definition of
this phenomenon in which the
characteristic factors of imperialism
and capitalism were analytically
supersaded by others,

But then perhaps Cats Eye
knows better about these things!
Cats  Eye  characterises, and
implicitly  denounces,  “'aggres-
sion,'' “passession'’ and “domina-
tion'' as patriarchal values. [ should
have thought that the rejection
and denunciation of these values
would depend on the context
Apgression against whom ! Posses-

sion of what and who by ? Domi-
nation of which social classes by
which others ! Circumstances, as
the man, sorry person, said zlter
cases,  When Commandanate” Dora
Maria Tellez hurled two grenades
and killed several Mational Guards-
men during the take over of the
Mational Assembly in 978 in
Managua, and later when she com-
manded one of the zones in the
final insurrection, was she parti-
cipating in a male fantasy based
on the patriarchal value of aggres-
sion ! And what of leading San-
dinista guerrillas such as Monica
Baltedano, Leticia (Vicky) Herrera
and Gladys Baez 7 What does Carts

Eye think of their stated moti-
vations and wvalues? When the
Micaraguan women organized in
AMMLAE raise the FSLN slegan

‘Patria Libre © Morir I" (Free Homa-
land or Death!) and Join the
militla to suppress the contras,

the militarization of

thus ensuring the hegemony of
the popular classes, perhaps they
are captives of the utterly repre-
hensible ‘partiarchal values' of
spossession’ and ‘demination’? Could
it be perhaps, that these poor
women trapped in male fantasies
have not yet liberated themselves
(from class analysis!) and scaled
the heights of feminist conciousness
at the summit whichsit the assembled
Cate Eye constituency.

VWhat feminists do in depicting
women as naturally pacifistic is to
reinforce the male monopoly of
organized viclence upon  which
rests the power of the State {and
the ‘counter stace). At a simple
level it also reinforces the stereo-
types on the basis of which the
male child is gifted the tey gun
and the female child, the nurses
kit. (The Flerence Mightingale fan-
tasy ! Mot today,  surely !} Mo
wonder then that the AMNLAE
leaders are on record as categori-
cally calling for a ‘warmens
movement that is not feminist’
Incidentally do ‘marxist-feminists’
ever wonder why Marx and Lenin
spoke of ‘the workers movementand

never ‘the workerist movement’?
Cats Eye pronounces her ver-
diet on zll socialist revelutlions

“Unfortunately, socialist reveolutions
that pursued classless societies have
failed to address the oppression
of women in their societies "
If, instead of the word ‘address’'
Cats Eye had used ‘abolish', then

| would have had neo cause to
demur, but now | have to ask
Cats Eye whether the unbinding

of the feet of Chinese women, was
no great feat or leap forward.
Finally | would also recommand as
mandatery reading, the account of
the Cuban Womens Cengress, (in
which Fidel too participated) penned
by Germaine Greer ({remember
her?) in the MNew Internationalist
last Spring.

D, Yitanage
Yatirawana



Wife - beating :
Sepali Kottegoda

‘He started beating me about
one year after we married. His
family didn’t approve of our marriage
and put a charm so that he would
grow ta hate the sight of me.
I couldn't have children for four
years, but even after our first
child he continued to beat me.
If | point ocut anything he has
done wrong, he hits me. Once
he beat me so much | left the
house and went to my parents’

place. A few days later my son
came and asked me to come
home.'

— Woman cged 32, mother of

three children

‘My husband used to drink even
before we married. The money
he would give me was not enough
for household expenses. | used to
make and sell stringhoppers, hop-
pers, and earn enough to keep
us going. His salary would finish
in two-three days. Then he would
come to me and ask for money
and beat me. He fell ill because
of his drinking. Then he uted to
lie on his mat and curse me 2l
day and all night — such terrible
things he would say. It was only
after he fell 11l and we went to
colleet his pension that we |earnt
he was actually getting twice the
amount he had given me.'

— Widow oged 72 years

iMy father beats me espacially
when he drinks — which he does
every evening. My mother lefe aur
house to work in another housa:
my elder sisters are married and
live separately. | live here with
my husband, children and younger
brother and sisters. Once my father
hit me with a chair when | was
two months pregnant and | lost
the baby. He demands meney for
his drink. He wants fish and meat
with every meal, but when he s
angry he throws his plate of rice
an the flaor.’

— Woman aged 27, mother of
two children
i i #

These are but a few inscances
of wife/daughter beating which go

The Hidden Crime

on within the walls of our homes.
The particular examples cited above
come from urban low-income house-
halds, but there is lictle reason
to doubt that tha phenomenon
cuts acrost different  saocial strata
and ethnic groups. Violence against
women s evident in all societies
today. It takes many forms: it
includes varying degrees of Intimi-
dation, harrassment, physical and
mental abuse, or excreme or less
than extreme injury. (1} Long-term
physical harrassment and intimida-
tlon of women in the home s
but one fzature of this larger
phenomenon.

In the course of a few months
of research, the number of cases
of wife/daughter beating  which
emerged directed this researcher’s
attencion to seek the causes for
the prevalence of such practices.
The question *why did your hus-
band father beat you?' brought a
varlety of responses, ‘lt's the
economic problems we face.. Some-
body has but a charm on him to

make him hate me...lt's because
he drinks too much...lt's because
| talk back to him or | refuse
to do some household task for

him...lt's only since he met this
other woman." All such responses
can be seen to contain an element
of excusing the man for the acc
itself by bringing in a number of
factors for which ultimately the
responsibility lies with the woman.
However, examples from zll over
the world, from India, Malaysia,
Argentina, Brirain, USA are tao
many and too alarming to dismiss
the issue or to file it under the
head ‘Caused by women them-
selves’,

In contemporary society women's
position, bath within and outside
the househald, rarely permits her
to take decisive actions or decis-
tons regarding her own  welfzre,
The prerogative to control the
woman, ta ‘teach her her place
in the soeial network' lizs with
the man. In most homes this act
of intimidation takes place at
least once. It i5 not an issue
which women would talk  about

unless the question fs specifically
asked of them. But once they
are asked, the ensuing discussion
reveals that woman-beating is by
far the most commanly used prac-
tice wheraby male superiority is
asserted. It recurs so frequently
that there is resignation or accep-
tance of this form of intimidation
among most women. Self-defence
in such instances is rarely considered
by thea woman a5 a viable course
of action to take. WWoman is
sacialised In such a way as tao
inhibit her from actually reacting
with viclence against  violenes,
Moreover, Individual acts of vio-
lence or self-defence are usually
rejected by women — ‘If | ever
try to hit him back, he would
break my arms..We are not like
men, we cannot hic others like
they do. +By itself, hitting back
does not affar the selace a woman
needs after an attack.

What form of redress s avalla-
ble to a woman subject to bea-
tings and physical abuse at homel
In some countries like Britain, the
LUSA, India, Malaysia, Hongkeng,
women's groups working on this
jssue have successfully brought
the issue to public attentien. They
offer women centres of refuge
where they can stay, have access
to legal and some form of finan-
clal aid until they fesl confident
about taking decisions regarding
their future. However, In most
eountries, as in Sri Lanka, there
is litcle support for bactered
women, The existing legal frame-
worl, casual and negligent atti-
tudes of the police (who invariably
take the view that it is a ‘domestic’
macter), the cultural inhibitiens
en the part of the victims, over-
whelm the waman and prevent
her from seeking or finding refuge
from such attacks, WWhile many
women are forced to seek hospi-
tal creatment after being attacked,
few would lodge complaints with
the police for fear of further inci-
midatian.

(Continued on page 32)
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Positive Results of ... [
(Continued from page 25)

it has clarified India’s stand and
turned internaticnal opinion aro-
und — from blaming India for obst-
ructing a settlement of the civil
strife, to blaming Colombo for its
belligerence. Secondly, it has eli-
minated the demand for military
intervention that used to be uttered
by some Indian hard-linars. Even
they now realise that intervention
or even the demand of it was
producing results opposite to what
was desired. Thirdly, the new
diplomacy has deprived the Lankan
government of the smokesereen of
an Indian threat perception. [t
must now choose between a mili-
tary and a political sectlement,
And? finally, the positive role of
Indian diplomacy is now seen in
total clarity. MNo one can blame

India for messing up the Sri
Lankan crisis.
The last weeks have shown that

Celembo cannot fasten on a milicary
settlement, but must return te tha
track of political solution. It has
sent several messages to New Delhl
asking for help, mere specifically
for Bhandari's wisit. India’s foreign
minister, of course, flexed some
rhetorical muscle even though it
ran ccunter to the prime minister's
new diplomacy. The *ultimatum”
that Sri Lanka must work out a
political sectlement *withina month”
didn’t impress any one because it
lacked back-up rteeth, Mr Bhagat
must resist the temptation to lzpse
te the rheteries of the diplemacy
of the earlier regime.

He did better, however, by
urging a number of governments,
through quiet diplematic channels,

to do whatever
restrain the belligerence of the
grand old man in Colomba and to
bring him to the path of palitical,
reconciliation, Several governments
have actually rendered such advice,
spiced with implied warning that
they may not be committing their
contributions to the World Bank's
annual aid cto Sri Lanka if the civil
war did not end soon in a political
settlement.

they could to

If Srl Lanka seriously wants India
to resume its diplomacy, Mew Dethi
will have to do so. But it will be
under a streng handicap, The man
whao has operated the new diplo-
macy with admirzble purpesefulness
and has wen a lot of credibility
among all policical circles in  Sri
Lanka retired on March 31.

HYes. for only LIS 8260 you can see most

All this will be yours and more

because with the Eurail Pass there are
thousands of trains to choose from:.
the high speed TGV or the luxurnous
Trans Europa Expresses ar

the modern Intercities often in

less time than by air and certainly at
less cost than by car.

I of.Europe, travelling First Class by
European national raldways, The Eurail

,' i Pass paid for in Sri Lanka gives you

| unlimited mileage to travel the length

| and breadth of Europe. See the
splendour of ancient Rome, the Vatican,
MNaples Florence and Venice, Cross the Alps
and across Switzerland and France 1o

T miraculous Lourdes and beautiful Paris,

—< or if you prefer you can change your pace
and take an excursion boat on Lake Geneva,
the Rhine ar the Danube

We will also assist you, at no extra
cost, with yvour Passport, Visas,
Traveller's cheques, Insurance,
Airport reception, Hotel reservations
and ground Ltransport.

ALSO VALID Eurail A key to the heart of Europe .
OR EUROFEANSY Al this will be yours . .. . .

RESIDENT IN
SEI LANKA,

..... and a memorable experience.
. and much more |
i Talk to your travel agent or the general sales agent today —

AITKEN SPENCE TRAVELS LTD.

Lloyd's Building, Sir Baron Jayatilaka Mawatha, Colombo 1, Tele: 27861 — 8, 25414

30



POETRY CORNER

Under the spreading

Herat tree!

The Qutsider

One of the few unfailing sources of pleasure
for the average reader of the popular press is
surely the regular literary outpourings, prose and
poetry, of GWEN HERAT. The felicity of style
is surpassed only by the staggering range of
subject matier.

Reeently, a book on the complele cricketer,
a splendid contribution to the bourgeoning Heratian
oueyre and a change of pace, so to say, for
the writer, saw hordes of promising young wielders
of the willow as well as the most venerable
students of the sport rampaging through Celembo’s
bookshops uvntil  the 53.T.F. rushed to the spot
to restore order. Needless to add, two retired
umpires, slightly short of sight and breath, were
caught in the crossfire, the coroner determining
later that the poor guys were plumb out ol their
minds to stray into such an insecurity zone.

“Yersatility”  says & wellknown newspaper
reviewer 1s the hallmark of the writer's work
Interested in a somewhat more educated elucida-
tion, 1 turned for help of course to & Peradeniya
pundit who mumbled something about Ashis
Mandy and “the catharsis of the post-industrial
state and its existential vortex''. Despite the
maddeningly [laulty phone connection, 1 pressed
him for something closer to a textuzl analysis
and his response, at firsta muffled cry of sudden
pain, was “the Christina Rossettian ambience,
the experience, the memory, intelligence and
action, cannot be the number you dialled is not
in use, .’ which is helluva way of dodging a
simple guestion, unless of course the English
dept. has been infiltrated by Krishnamurti's devoted
pupil, Ananda Tissa de Alwis.

Anyway, left to my own devices, I read Gwen
Herat's thoughts on “The Saffron Robe™:

“I look around and comprehend
This bareless, empty life

Unseen Truth reveals inward sense,
Far beyond my reach.

But the golden, safiron robes of thine
Beliolds my failing heart”

“Bencath a spreading iree, in wilderness
At thy feet, I revere

And feed upon the wondrous truth

Thy mind gently disclose.

Love and hatred, greed or lust

May not touch my lonely life...”

My own base and lonely life deeply touched
by Gwen's sublime meditations, 1 prayed for
more. In  answer came another voice, perhaps
from the same nest of singing birds and bards,
cqually concerned with the priestly pursuit, but
this time with doctrine and decorum and their
strict compliance in the matter of our rebellious
nightingales. By a coincidence that has a vague
air of the miraculous, the self-same hallowed
editorial page of the +Daily Noose” offered us
barely six days later sister Sumana Karunaratne
on “STRIKE BY NURSES”. A truly inspired
reply, if 1T may say so, to the MNayake Thera
who sugzested that the legality or propriety of
p monk leading a trade union should be settled
by a court of law.

She clinches the official  case,

magisterial pronouncement:

with this

A1l strikes lead to harassment in  one form
or another... It is thercfore clear that we nced
not go to a court of law to decide whether it is
correct for a Bhikku to lead apy trade upion™.
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Envious of this all too evident attempt by
an incipient feminist cartel to monopolise litur-
gical discourse and debate, Kautilya plunged into
battle, holding aloft the deflant banner of sexual
equality. In those cloistered circles where the
secrel  appreciation of the purest bad verse 5
almost approaching the status of an elitist cult,
the Outsider of course {5 the undisputed master
of the craft. Dashing off some updefiled dopg-
geral, 1 submitted the same for publication
in the identical journal. Not even the courtesy

of a rejection slip. I am left with no alterna.

tive therefore but to appeal to you to  publish
my verses with the costomary apologics, T sup-
pose, to Henry Wadsworth Langfellow,

Wife-beating. . .
(Continued from page 2%

The issue at stake here is two-
feld. Firstly, we must recognise
that woman beating cannot  be
confined to a few instances of the
actions of ‘irate husbands' confran.
ted by economic problems react.
ing in a deplorable manner towards
their wives/daughters.  All forms
of viclence against woman are a
part of the structure of patriarhye
which pervades ayr sociery whare-
by male authority is a assertes
over weman. Recognition o thid

Beneath the spreading mara rree
The Commie Bhikky stands
A rabble_rousing soak is he

With eyes red, and shaking hands.
And the anti-government speech he makes
Defies all codes in Buddhist lands,

o i # ]

On the platform of the Buddhist Hall
The nationalist Bhiklu speaky

Just hear him bawl and maul

The I.S.S. and other Jreaks,

And the monk who's guilty of this breach
The party goon squad guickly seeks,

A scuffle, and the saffron robe is well bevand

his reach,

Nezt time, he'll know fo make a
non-viclent speech,

% & L it

Neath the LR.C, office dome

His Benz three hundred standy
Near the tycoon's nursing fome

Where nothing is of local brands,
And karma, dhukka, kaya is aff jfe falks

T'o the poor suffering things who change
his bed pans,

He leaves behind a thousand note

No Sri Lanka printed one.

He's not after the nurses® Vorte

His karuna is for the Ward Three nun,
How come he pays this Jabulous fee s
Stlly girl ! He is U—an-Pee

factor opens the way to discussion
and fermulation of action to coun-
ter this sitwation.

Secondly, there is ap urgent
need in the event of physical Inti-
midation to offer such women
forms of redress on the lines of
the  women's refugee  centres
operating in Malaysia, Hong keng
and other countries. There |5 a
need for closer co-operation bet-
ween concerned  women's graups,
the state and non-government
agencies, formulation of a respon-
ive legal framework, the Support
of the police, hospitals and
women's groups to enable concrere
mssistance to be given to these
women. Woman-beating has been
with us for a long time: jt |s
time to unite against it.

LIKE THE ROOTS OF THE BANYAN

Our agony like the roots of the banyan
Has priced opened the plaster

That now splinters and fall apart
Revealing the brickwork, tendey red
And these roots, with time have probed
And tentacled the mozaic

Opening devious passages

HI-concealed clefts for further intrusions
Disabling a structure

In an uncompromising fatal grip.

Tilak A. Gunawardhana
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your [lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each

of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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