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LAW AND DISORDER

Paolice Vs, “Mob' (people);
Army vs ‘Mob'. (people) And
all in a week’s work. By May 22,
the IGF had ordered 13 policemen
to be fransferred forthwith from
the Huwiftsdorp  Police  siation
because of a clash the previous
Sunday between police personnel
and residents of the area. The
palice  opened  fire and injured
sevent  civilians  when an angry
crowd advanced towards the sta-
tion on hearing a suspect taken
in for guestioning sereaming for
help. The crowd damaged a
a police car parled in the street.

Meanwhile, the Army Comman-

der  had  appeinted an inquiry
commitiee consisting of  three
senfor  army  officers to report

ot the far more serious *hatile
of Malay Streer” where 7 persons
died, including a six year old
child, The majority were Mos-
fermi while the only soldier who
died was a Sinhala corporal.

Both the lecality, Slave Isiand,
and the ethnic facter (Sinhala
soldiers from the Army  camps
nearby in a predontinantly Mos-
lesn slum area) made the situation
extremely dangerous, The [5-
LAND chase the occasion to write
a thonghiful editorial on *Army
and Discipline™, a highly cont-
roversial fopic ever since the
Sforeign media began 1o focus on
it in the coniext of the war in
the north. Bur the two incidents
raise other [s5nes, point (o niore
gerious  threais  lurking in our
socief y.

These “elashes”, these sudden
and increasingly fregquent  erup-
tions and the angry confrontations
between groups of ordinary citi-
zeny and the custodians of the
law, and the guardians of “'secu-
rity’’ indicate subswrface social
tensions that are so casily sparked
aff. Violence is Dbecoming rhe
norm, the everyday phenonienon.

TRINCO BLAST

One of the island’s best known
business magnates. A, Y. 8. Gua-
nam, like many a small-time
Sinhala mudalali who became a
multi-millionaire, 15 a Swccess
stary  told many a rime in the
focal press, He is the first Sri

Lankan industrialist to negotiate
World Bank  assistance for a
private project.

In the presemt conmtext, howe-
ver, it was the fact of his
nationality thar made the Tamil
rebel attack on  his  Cement
Fuactory 5o newsworthy, Gnanam
was a Tamil and the employees
of Talkya Cement (Ceylon) Lid
were cliiefly  Tawils,

The modern  mamifacturing
Jacility with an authorised capital
aff fs. 400 million had Japanese
partiters — Tokyo  Cement,
subsidiary of the famous Japanese
combine MITSU!, and a smaller
Jiem Shigva Co. With an annval
capacity of 200,000 ronnes, the

company made a profit  of
R 17, in 1984-85, Ity first
yvear. Ten rupee shares siovod
at Ry 24.

Why the artack on a Tamil
~owned modern indusirial  plant
which was  swch a flourishing
venture employing several hundred
Tamils 2 The answer given b
securily experts was ‘It was in
Trince'. While the Importance
af strategically lvcated Trinco
is ofvions, it is alio Colombo's
claim that security in that districe
s right. As the fighting in the
north subsided, the ‘Tigers' de-
mransirated that even Trinco was
vulnerable.

Only three davs later, Mr. Gua-
nant was one of recigients of the
new Award vDesha Bandu'' on
National Heroes Day,
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A LOAN PAID — A

DEBT HOMNOURED

My Ged, not another mas-
sive  |loan from cthe British.
This time, an outright grant

for the Kantale holocaust, “‘Big
mother benevelence' one may
ask. "Not so’' one may reply,
— Thathcher and her Tories
know which side their toast
is buttered. — and "‘why not'’;
was not Srl Lanka apart from
Bricain, the anly country to
suppert the Bricish P. M. in
her hour ef need ! With the
entire world censuring Britain
at the U, M. on the Falklands
fiasco was it noct  litele Sri
Lanka whe stood by her, And
was it not, 5ri Lanka whao, still
steadfast and scill firm stood
alongside Margarec when later
events proved cthat the Argen-
tine cruiser the Belgrano was
fired on when still out of the
30 mile zone, Me, Britain's
grant Is only settlement (part)
of a zmall debt and we, are
still calleccing,  And | wonder. .
if our laudable foreign office
who stood steadfasc and firm
knows what it was like living
in England during the Falklands

{Continued on page 24)
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OPERATION

‘TURNAROUND’

TURNABOUT ?

Mervyn de Silva

o we arc all military experts
now,

Did “Operation Turnareund of
Troops' (also named '‘Operation
Short Shrift,"” by the SUN group)
as routine as it was officially
presented or was it a '‘major
military offensive’’ as the state—
run Daily MNews and the foreign
media, notably the Indian, termed
the 5 day fighting in the northern
peninsula ! (See Reuter despat-
ches published on the frontpage
of the Int. Herald Tribune).

The truth is that we are a
bunch of amateurs, all armchair
strategists trying to make sense
of matters best left to the sol-
diers. But then the soldiers
contributed to the confusion by
an early press briefing which
could hardly be reconciled with
what the National Security Minis-
ter, Lalith Athulathmudali himself
told parfiament the same day
(May 20). The Army for whom
press briefings, especially in the
face of combative foreign corres-
ondents, is itself a new encounter,
as  prompely re-organised its
media operation,

To take the official version first,
the ‘operation' had the following
objectives:

(a) Turnarcund of troops to
relieve men who had served in
the north, particularly In the
laffna Fort, the main encampment,
many more menths than their
normal teur of duty. More than
one battalion had to be pulled
out and replaced with fresh troops.

(b) The safest way to bring
the men back from the bar-
racks to which they were con-
fined far too long —an experi-
ence which begins to tell on

morale and nerves — is b}r sga
or air, That meant making the
Karainagar naval base and the
Palaly airport and their peri-
meters absolucely secure. When
Vasivilan and Kayts were averrun

by the troops, these two aims
were fulfilled, Kayts has since
been abandoned but only after

the job was done.

{c) The third push from Elephant
Pass towards Jaffna town was
not part of a ‘three-pronged’
attack as Interpreted by some
reporters. The faet that cthis
advance was halted after a 1000
men and a convey of thirty—to-
forty vehicles had moved towards
Jaffna was not a 'temporary sec-
back’ as observed by a army
spokesmen, The ecolumn was con-
fronted by the ‘Tigers’ and in
a pitched baccle the Tigers lost
8 men. But the Tigers, according
to some reporcers, pulled back
and took up defensive positions
which they successfully held. How-
ever, this is of no great military
significance because this was "only
a diversionary move'' argued the
Minister te tempt the Tigers
into engaging the coloumn while
the other objectives (a) and (b)
were achieved,

The army had to take to the air
with SIAI MARCHETT! planes and
helicopters mounted with guns to

give alr cover to troops who
were under attack from rehe
positions surrounding the Fort,

the rebels using rockets, mortars
and AK-47's.

It was thess ‘bombings and
strafings (of non-military targets
and on urban centres) which
attracted world media attention
mast, thus Introducing the inter-
national and propaganda aspeces

OR

‘BACKGROUND

of this dramatic development in the
ongoing armed conflict, and invited
the anger of the Indian govern-
ment, thus emphasising the im-

partant diplomacic  facter, in
this, not three—pronged offen-
sive  but multi-faceted ‘war'
(For another and crucially im-

ported facet, the economic, see
‘RONNIE on Defence'),

Another popular account of the
cperation places the basic mili-
tary objective much higher — the
re-assertion of effective military
contral  or dominance of the
peninsula, [If that is the tesc of
success or failure, then what was
accomplished hardly adds up to
a fameus victary, Even the ama-
teur student of military affairs,
and more particularly uncenven-
tienzl warfare, knows that what
has prevailed since last year in
the north is a military stalemate.
The rebels eannot drive out the
army from the Fort; the army
cannot expel the guerilias from the
streets. (Anybody equipped with
a schoolboy's pair of binoculars
can spot from any perch within
the Fort the machine gun ‘nests’
and sentry posts of the rebels).

Secondly, almest all effective
civil administration has collap-
sed, except that which functions
by the tolerance or grace of
the rebels,

And it is these two basic facts
(the condition of the civil admins-
tration and the military stalemate)
which make up the fundamental
politice military nature of the
conflict.  (The diplomatic, the
economic, the psychological-pro-
pagandist are highly impartant but
fundamentally the interactive poli-
tical-military elements are the
vital).

(Continued on page &)



On the Northern Front

(Reuter despatches)

Residencs of the norchern city
of laffna said air foree planas
and helicopters bombed and stra-
fed the city as Tamjl guerrillas
strengly resisted a  government
drive to reassert control in the
separatist stronghold.

The air raids marked an escala.
tion of an operation to restore gov-
ernment contrel of the jslapd’s
fourth largest city, which has been
run by guerrillas for the past year,

Dr. C. S, Nachinarkinian, madi-
<zl superintendent of Jaffna Hospi-
tal, said in 2 telephone interyiow
that 54 persons were admitted to
the hospital after che bombing, but
he said that ne deaths had been
reporced,

Other residents said more than
five bombs were dropped from two
Italian-made Siai-Marcherr light
aireraft that can each carry four 50
pound (22-kilogram) bombs.

The residents said helicopters
flew over the town for nearly 90
minutes firing at suspected guerril-
la positions,

Mr. Nachinarkinian said at least
EWo patients were wounded when
bullets hit the hespital,

A spokesmen for the
Ministry said planes and helicop-
ters provided cover far troocps in
the day, buthe refused to commeant
on whecher bombing was invelved.

Defanse

~ Military sources said the bomb-
Ing and strafing were ordered when

roops came under flerce acrack
from rebels with rockets, morcars
and machine guns,

The residents said at  least IS

PEFsOns were injured when a bomb
fell near che City's main bus starian

The explosian set off fires in four
nearby shops

Sornle residencs were meving out
of their homes and into schools and
cther public buildings.

The residents <aid Eovernmeant
aircraft had beep spotted over Jaff.
na since troops launched an opéra-
tion Saturday to regain control of

4

the lafina peninsula, but that this
was the firsc time they had attacked
the city.

A military spokesman said the
death of soldier on Monday Brought
the toll of confirmed deaths since
the aperation began to 22, includ-
ing 19 guerrillas, two soldiers and
one civilian,

He said it was likely that

marny
mare rebels were killed,

s f
In the first decailed account o

the fighting, the military spokes-
man said rebels attacked five mili-
tary camps on Sunday, including the
main base in Jaffna city.

Troops were making very little
progress because of heavy resis-
tance, but guerrillas suffered heavy
casualties in battles with reckets,
mortars and automatic weapons.

Rebels were firing on military
convoys from houses, churches,
temples and other buildings,

The spokesman said thac guerril-
las also raided Jaffna's military alr-
port at Palali in a bid ro attack
aircraft on the ground,

Residents of laffna said normal
activity was nearly at a standsci|l

On the diplomatic front

N uncompremising diplamatic
Arepl:.-r to the Indian Gavern-
ment a day after Srj Lankan forces
launched a major offensive in the
Tamil nerthern peninsula is being
read by Western diplomats in
Colombo as a clear signal of a
dangerous India Sri Lanka collision
coursao,

On Sunday, Sri Lanka's High
Commissioner in Delhi called an
Mr P. Chidambaram, India’s Minis-
ter for Personnel Adminiscration
and told him that “unless the
Tamil leaders came forward to
discuss the latest Sri Lankan pro-
posals" for a negotiated settle-
ment, there was no purpose in
providing the Indian Government

Monday as guerrillas ser Up ma-
chine gun posts and roamed the
city with rocket launchers,

The cpokesman said three col-
umns of troops were inching slowly
toward laffna from different direc-
tions as guerrillas attacked,

He said troops had advanced
only one to six miles (2 to 10
kilometers) toward the city sinca
the operation began Saturday.

“Terrorists continued to artack
security forces' camps and convoys
In an attempt to stop movement
along roads and te keep troops
confined to camps,” the spokesman
said,

He said the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam, the most powerful
guerrilla group fighting for an inde-
pendent Tamil nation, was leading
the resistance to the government's
first major attempr in a year ta
impose [ts authority en the penin-
sula,

The Tamils, whe say they are
discriminated against by the Bud-
dhist Sinhalese, are seeking a mea-
sure of autonomy on the island.

— Int. Herald Tribune

with the “clarifications and ampli-
fications’ New Delhi had sought
frem Colombo.

Mr Chidambaram was Premier
Rajiv Gandhi's special ENVaY o
Sri Lanka earlier this month,
Afcer  five days of talks, his
delegation returnad to New-Delhi
with 2 package of proposals on
devolution of powers to propesed
provincial councils.,  ‘While [ndia
expressed satisfaction at  “some
advances'’ on the overall structure
of devolution and on the vexed
issue of land settlement, it sought
clarifications on a basic consti-
tutional point and on the sensi-
tive question of law and order
powers to be wvested in the
proposed councils,



Peace efforts frustrated

John Elliett (Financial Times)

amil leaders in the southern

Indian city of Madras said che
Tamils had been successful in
driving the government troops
back to their base where they
have lived for months without
venturing out on patral.

They claimed the attack had
invalved heavy bombing and civi-
lian eazsualties, a claim denied
by Sri Lankan officials,

The 5ri Lankan attacks are likely
to set back efforts being made
by India to find a sectlement to
the running ethnic crisis of the
island's minarity Tamil community.

Tamil extremist leaders based
in the seuthern Indian city of
Madras yesterday said they inten-
ded te take a hard Line against
peace proposals put forward by
the 5ri Lankan Government.

The extremists expect to receive
mare supporc for their line from
India following Menday’s attacks
on Jaffna which the Indian Govern-
ment condemned In a toughly
worded statement on Monday night.

The military had
“frustrated"’ said
the statement, which criticised
“Indiseriminate asrial bombings
and scrafing of laffna city."

Indian diplomats in Mew Delhi
say privately that they suspect
President  Junius Jayawardene of
Sri Lanka has only been coope-
rating with recent peace initiatives
with India in order to buy time
while he prepared for this weak's
military operations.

They say he also wanted to
impress  Wastern Governments,
which meet next month to decide
on their annual aid allocations

operations
peace efferts,

India’s options

r. Rajiv Gandhi who was

gquestioned about Sri Lanka
at the final press conference of his
African tour was reporced to have
shown signs of emotion when he
commented on  his  arrival ac
Delhi airport on the fierce fighting
then raging in the nothern penin-
sufa. Already, Sri Lanka’s High
Commissicner, Mr. Bernard Tillake-
ratne had given ‘'tzke-it-or—leave
it' answer to India's requestc for
“clarifications''  and  "‘amplifica-
tians'' of Colomba's  written
proposals on devolution presented
te the Chidambaram mission.

Mr. Gandhi teok the next move,
Unless 5ri Lankan forces halted
their offensive in the north, the
Indian premier may have to re-
consider his rele as mediator in

the conflict, But this message
conveyed to President Jayewar-
dzne by High Commissioner Dixit
did not resolve matters at all,
On the contrary, Mr. Jayewar-
dene is reported to have said
while he was still keen on Mr.
Gandhi mediatory efforts, che

to the island whose economy is
being hit by the «crisis. These
countries have been calling fora
peaceful sectlement,

India believes President laya-
wardens is hoping international
opinion will supporc his military
iniciatives because of twa extre-
mist bombs which blew up an
airliner and a celegraph office In
Colombo recently.

“The Jayawardene Government
will soon rezlise that ic is gaing
to be very difficulc for them to
wipe out our guerrillas on the
peninsula unless chey are prepared
for protracted warfare to last

years,"" Mr. A_ 5, Balasingham,
spokesman of the main  Tamil
Tigers extremist group said in
Madras yesterday. “lt is our
territory, and we will hald on
to it

Sri Lankan army will hale opera-
tions anly ‘when the terrorists
end all acts of violence'',

The deadlock left Delhi o
plan out is next moves. Whar
are its options! Fres'dent IR had
spaken of a Cyprus, implying
that India may play the same
protective role which Turkey
assumed  wvis-a—vis che Turkish
Cypriots, But there are so many
options  before such a decisive
step, I it Is correce that Delhj
has imposed restraints on the
Madras-based militanes, especially
an incerdiction of arms supplies,
then the removal af those rest-
raints alone can make quite a
difference on the military balance
in the north. And what is note-
worthy here, is that EROS pulled
a dramatic coup whan it blasted
the Mitsui—financed Tokyo Cement
factory in Trinco and followead
it up with a warning to forsign
investors,

And then the LTTE moved in
with a ruthless  swiftness rao
Trince districc to massacre chirty

two Sinhala villagers — all people
who had returned to the farms
they had evacuated last year in
the face of similar attacks. They
had returned to these four villa-
ges, including Mahadiwulwewa, in
the company of armed Home
Guards, and mare settlers were
expected to follow them.

The target is highly significant
strategically — not only because
of calanisation, forward ‘protect-
ed' Sinhalese farms and the vexed
question of demegraphy, ethnic
balance and the ‘traditignal home-
lands' but because this area is
the *“link'" between the north
and the east,

While the situacion on the
ground in this area will be one

of the major faccors that will
influence  Delhi's palicy planners
in drawing an options chare,
more important is the political

situation in Tamilnadu, The 'bandh’
which Mr, Karunanidhi's DMK has
called on May 30 has te be
watched and closely studied as
a reflection of Tamilnadu opinian.

M.



Colombo’s need to

compromise

he sectarian war waged by

Tamil separatists  whieh  has
disfigured 5Sri Lanka over the
past three years appears to
have entered a dangerous new
phase.

The two bomb explosions In
the capital, Celembo, over the
past week — one of which des-
troyed a civilian zirliner, killing
|4 people, mainly foreigners, and
a second which devastated a packed
central telegraph office — mark =
significant escalation of the conflict.

The Government in Colombo
has reacted by reaching for its
gun. lc asked for and reccived
parlizmentary approval yesterday
for ancther major increase in
defence spending. Despite their

OPERATION. ..
(Continued from page 3)

And it is in terms of these,
the nature of the conflict, that
the significance of the six-day ‘war’
must be measured.

Whatever his degree of convic.
tion, nearly every prominent Sri
Lankan  politician is  publicly
committed to a palitical settlement
of what he concedes is essentially
a political conflice, MNonetheless

the pelitical sectlement military
solution debate rages on. |In this
debate, the Natienal Security
Minister is the most articulate
spokesmen  of a point of view
that rejects the dichotomy as

tooc simplistic

Mr. Athulachmudali argues that
it is the separatists rebels, prin-
cipally the ‘Tigers' who are
committed to a ‘military solution’
and therefore stand in the way
of a negotiated settlement, It is
the Tigers therefore, the next
step in the argument goes, whe
must be convinced not the govern-
ment, that “‘no military solution

&

denials, the Government maintains
that Tamil separatiscs, based in
southern India, were responsible
for both atrocities and is signalling
its intention to meet force with
force. As an immediate response
that seems understandable. But
it does not constitute a policy
for solving a2 sectarian conflict
which threatens to become as
intractable as that in MNorthern
Ireland.

Defence expenditure

The Gavernment of President
lunivs Jayewardene |5 now faced
with some new, if unpalatable,
realities. These are, firsc, that
the war s ne longer limiced to
the prademinantly Tamil areas of
thenorch, and the easteorn provinzg,

is passible'. The last formulatian,
incidentally, represents the con-
sistent view of the Indian gavern-
ment, frequently re-stated stri-
dently whenever the ‘militarists’
in Colembo, in Delhi's perceptian
are in the ascendance. So, the
Mational Security Minister firmly
believes that the first step towards
a political settlement is in fact
to persuade the Tigers thac they
would be well advised to abanden
all hope of a military victory.
And the most convincing way of
persuading them is to asserc one's
ewn milicary dominance.

The other virtue seen by the

proponents  of this  “military
dominance” theory is that one
can then go to the negotiating

table and negotiate from a *'posi-
cion of strength",

The third argument adduced in
favour of this theory is that a
demenscration of ‘military domi-
nance’ will stiffen Sinhala morzle
and help the government to regain
the ground it has lest in Sinhala
opinion-making circles, That is
why the “Six day War" must also

The insurgents have demonstrated
that they can now strike wherever
and whenever they please.

Second, the Government's stated
aim of achieving a military selution
to the conflicc before tackling a
political one must now be seri-
ously in doubt, Defence expen-
diture, which Sri Lanka can il
afferd, has more than cripled in
the past three years, with little
visible impact on the army's
success against the rebels.

Equally worrying is President
layewardene's decision to turn
to Pakistan for military assistance
and advice, This is probably a
ploy te spur India inte forcing
more concesslons from Tamil groups

(Continued on poge I/)

be related to the sudden break
in the Indo-Sri Lapkan dialogue
just when “‘progress' was baing
reperted in borth  Delhi  and
Colombo,

The government said the ope-
ration took only 3-4 days but
laffna residents told the' press
that ‘“‘normal conditions” were
restored  after six days with the
sounds of aircraft flying high in
the sky and helicopters buzzing
about subsided only at the end
of the wesk,

With cthe ‘war' over, what
strictly military lessons need to
be drawn,

First, the security forees have
ultimately relied on their naval
supremacy and moncpoly of the
skies. On the ground the stale-
mate continues,

Secondly, will the guerrillas®
armourﬁ be changed qualitatively
with the introduction of 2 weapon
that can challenge the army’s
present air power. Meaning, of
cocurse, SAM-7's, (SEE INDIA'S
OPTIONS)



SRI LANKA

Aid and Human Rights

I venture to write to vyou
about a question which | believe
to be crucial, in the search far
a political salution to the appalling
near—civil war situation in  5ri
Lanka. [ de so as Chairpersen
of the Emergency Committes on
Sri Lanka of Internationzl Alert,
You may recall that as Minister

for Owerseas Develcpment here
in Bricain, | initiaced the firsc
stage of aid for the Mahawali

scheme, | know Sri Lanka very
well indeed; have always beenp a
fiiend of President layewardene
and his Government; =and, like
all of us, have respecred and
admired the soclal progress |t
has made, as a poor developing
couhtry: its low infant mortality
rates, its high literacy rate, and
other “‘quality of lifa" ratings.

Against that background | have
become most deeply concerned
— as have the members of my
Committee about the escalating
scale of vioclence in the conflict
between the Government and
the Tamils of the Morth and
Ease. YWe were shocked of the
Government statements that only
a military solution was possible,
We reached the conclusfon in
January that in these circums-
tances, when f[nnocent clvilians
were being killed, and when
Amnesty and other independent
reports  had documented  the
abuses of human rights which
sadly seem always to accompany
confiices of this kind, it would
be right to call for denor coun-
tries to reyview their aid to
Sri Lanka, in order to exercise
infiuence towards a reascnable
political settlement of the dis-
pute. | should add that we
also believe that arms spplies
to both sides in the conflict
should cease.

I myself went to India and
sri Lanka last month. | had
tallks in Defhi and wich Tamil
representatives in Madras, and
then went on to Colombo.
The essential purpose ef my visit

was to inform President Jayewar-
dene personally of my Committee's
decision, before we made any
public announcement. (This follow-
ed in Geneva on 24th February:
| atcach our press release).

In the event, | had some ten
hours of talks with the Presidenc

and his  Ministers. They are
still my friends. But | am all
the more convinesed that the
question of aid is crucial. |
attach a brief paper which sets
out the pertinent points,
Between now and lune, aid
donor Governments will be con.
sidering ctheir approach to the
Consortium meeting, May | hope
that you will share our view
that it is no longer possible
for the international communicy

to stand aside? | would be happy
to come and discuss the mateer
personally with you, or to have
a meeting here in London wich
our Ambassador, If that would
e helpful.

I' add only one last
Since Sri Lanka was
our decision to ‘'lobby’ aid
donors, Government  Minjstars
there have again begun to talk
of the need for a political solu-
tien. | am certain that “‘leverage’,
alchough it has a neeocolonial
flaveur in normal circumstances,
can bring about the necessary
steps towards peace.

BACKGROUND:

I. Violence is seriously escalating
on both sides, with the use
of landmines znd air attacks.
In the last month, abouc 90
Tamil civilians and abour <40
Sinhalese civilians have been
killed. It is believed that
considerable numbers of the
Lankan army are at present
in training in Pakiscan; and
on  the Tamil side, some
125,000 refugees and militants
are areousing support and
involvement in Tamil Madu.

point,
informed of

Judith Hart’s appeal

2. The prolonged effort, sponsored
by India, to sesk a political
settlement  in  the Thimpu
talks, has, sadly, failed. A
full account ean be provided
of the factors leading tao the
breakdown of the talks. It
can be said, however, that
the Sri  Lankan Gavarnment
lacked any effective will te
reconcile  differences.  There
is, however, good reason to
believe that a policical solu-
tion s possible, invelving
effective develution but neot
separatism. There are extre-
mists and moderztes on both
sides. |t is necessary to en-
courage the moderates and
reject the demands of the
extremists: on the Tzmil side,
for a separate Tamil scate,
and on the 5ri Lanka side,
for a military solution.

The Importance of the
Aid Dimension

3. (i) Continued successful deve-
lopment is of critical
political importance in 5ri
Lanlka,

(it} The administration of aid
in the north and the east
{poor regions) is becoming
Increasingly difficult, if not
impassible,

{iil} Centinued aid flows allow
Sri Lanka's own resocurces
to be spent on arms.

{iv) The proposal of a cessation
of aid appears to have
had some limited influence
already,

(v} The problem of human
rights in Sri Lanka has
reached a point where it
becomes right to recon-
sider aid prevision.

The Committee’s proposal
on aid

4. It is not suggested that pre-
sent commitments on aid should

(Continued on page §)



RONNIE ON DEFENCE

Economy Nearly Ruined,
Minister Warns

conemic recoveryin Sri Lanka
will  take at  least 0
even if the guerrilla
fought by Tamil separa-
tists ends immediately, Fin-
ance Minister Rennie De Mel
estimates,

years
War

In a gloomy assessment of the
Sri Lankan economy following bamb
attacks in Colombo that killed
28 persons and wounded 200, Mr,
De Mel said that the budget deficit
was soaring, He sald this was
due primarily to military spending
and a rising debt—service ratic.

In an interview this week, Mr.
De Mel said the warin the north
and east of the island had taken
about cne—quarter of the country
out of the economy,

Falling foreign-exchange reserve
and foreign investment, he said,
also were helping to bring down
the Sri Lankan Bconomy, once a
model in the Third World,

“There is not one silver lining
on the horizon,'" he said. “If

the war ended tomorrow it waould -

take 10 years to restore

economy,”

the

Mr. De Mel said he expected
a tough time frem Western nations
during a meeting in Paris next
menth of the |é—country consor-
tium that gives aid to Sri Lanka.

A senior Western diplomat con- |
firmed that consortium members |
were concerned about the lack of
progress toward scctling the guer- |
rilla insurgency,

“Last year we pulled our pun-
ches,"" the diplomat said. “If
there are no signs of progress in
peace talks over the next few |
weeks, we won't this time." I

Mr. De Mel said he plznned to
ask the consortium for about § 500
millien, almost as much as the
£ 550 million given by tha consor- |
tium in 1985, He said he would |

B

argue that a furcher cut in ajd
would only aggravate 5ri Lankan
problems.

The budget deficit, he sald,

had more than doubled to 8 per-
cent of gross demestic product
in the six months since he esti-
mated a 3-percent figure in the
annual budget,

Mr. De Mel blamed the sharp
rise exclusively on military needs.
After an emergency request to
Parliament last week following the
bombings, the military budget
accounts for more than [0 percent
of gevernment spending,

Since the MNavermber budget
there has not been one sign of
improvement in the economy,
he said.

Foreign exchange reserves were
down to three months of exports
from six months in 1984, while
the debt-service ratic to pay for

external debt had widened from
19 percent at the end of 1985
to 25 percent,

Mr. De Mel szaid the debt

position had become so worriseme

Aid and Human...
{ Continued from page 7)

be abandoned where thesa
involve on-going programmes,
and where their administration
is still possible. It is sug-
gested, however, that in ap-
proaching the forthcoming Con-
sortium meeting, donor Govern-
ments should indicate that no
further aid pledges and pro-
grammes can be undercaken in
the present circumstances of
Sri Lanka, An early indication

of this approach could be of

impereance,
5. It is further suggested that
undertakings could be given

that more aid will be pro-
vided when peace is restored
as the result of a political
settlement, particularly to as-

that the cabinet recently decided
to stop forelgn borrowings except
for purely commercial ventures
that could service there debes.

The trade gap has widened every
manth, he said, as world prices

have fallen for tea, rubber and
coconuts, the main Sri Lankan
EXPGI’tS.

Mr. De Mel said that courism,
a main foreign-exchange earner,
had fallen by 40 percent since the
guerrilla campaign became a full
—scale insurgency about three years
EI.EG.

Forelgn investment was more
and more stagnant, he said.

“In the good old days we used
to get about 30 or 40 proposals
a menth,"” he said. "‘Now we
gec only five or eight.”

Mr, De Mel, who has guided
sri Lankan financial affairs for nine
years, sajd he was surprised that
the ecanamy has survived this long,

“But new it Is all decline,
decline, decling,”” he said, *'l
don't know how long we can

last any more."
— (Herald Tribune)

sist In the process of rehabi-
litation which will be essential,

6, It is believed that such an
approach can significantly affect
the sitwatien. Ware this not
so, it would not be proposed,

The Aim

7. What is necessary is a cease—
fire, effectively monitored; and
new negotiations for a reason-
able political settlement, in-
valving acceptable devolution
of specific functions to the
Morth and the Easc, There is
reason toc believe, from con-
fidential discussions which have
taken place, that the mode-
rates on both sides would
be ready to seek such a
solution. Bur intermactional in-
volvement at this stage s
thought essential, if such an
outcome is to be achieved.



SARATH — Straddling the Great Divide

The time of day mattered
little. Or the weather. Sarath
drove his badly battered
littie motor car from Colombao
to his constituency in Kala-
wana or to some other re-
mote part of the island, for
a rally, for a case in courts
or some other call of duty.
Mot for this MP, the Mer-
cedes Benz, the Puegeot or
the brand new Japanese Pajero,
the preferred vehicles of our
latter-day politicians, so ge-
nerously assisted by a selecti-
vely benign State.

Dinesh Gunawardena, a lefs
tist MP closer teo Sarath's
generation than
luminaries in the sadly dep-
leted ranks of the Opposi-

tion has made a thought-pro. |
Sarath's |

voking point about
journeys between his town
house and rural constituency.
Mot about his lack of show

or his =sense of duty, but of

the other |

his easy passage, emotionally
and psychologically, between
the urban, westernised soclal
groups and the rural masses,
He felt equally at ease with |
both. It had much to do
with his birth, and his up-
bringing.

The HKuruvita ratemahat-
maya who was Sarath’s father
was no exploitative, arrogant

feudal tariste’. He was one |
of the most warmly loved
and respected men in the

Sabaragamuwa. Sarath was
lucky to inherit that “touch”,
The modern, outlook, the
progressive ideas and the in-
tellectual *“opening”™ fo the
world came of course from
| St. Thomas Coliege and the
| Law school and his natural
| drift into the then wibrant

Left movement.

‘ The reason why Sarath’s

untimely death was so instant-
ly taken as a tragic national

loss lies elsewhere. Greater,
more grievous, far more
costly to the people of this
country today is another
divide; not town and country,
but community and commu-
nity, Sinhala and Tamil. It
is this communal divide which
Sarath straddled.

Hence the salute of silence
in Jaffna, the bowed heads
in Kalawana and the rich
tributes in Parliament from
all sides of the Assembly.
Sincerity, courage of convyic-
tions and dedication to the
cause he had chosen helped
him to achieve that minor
miracle wherae Jaffna, Colom-
bo, Kalawana, could at least
for a day feel and think as
one.

He was a man of unusual
quality. The tragedy of our
times made him a rare poli-
tician.

EDITOR

The Council for Liberal Demo-
cracy deplores the decision of
the Government to send Tamil
employces of state institutions
considered to be sensitive from
the point of view of securicy,
on compulsory leave. The CLD
strongly asserts chat our  just
outrage at the increasingly bestial
acts of violence committed by
terrorists should net lead us to
view with suspicion law-abiding
citizans of this country on the
basis of race. An attitude of
suspicion extended to all our
peaple who happen to be Tamils
is offensive to a liberal concep-
tion of society and human relation-

ships. An attempt to associate
in the public mind, all Tamils
with terrorists is fatal to any

sensible settlement of the crisis
which engulfs us now. A response

blanket
whose
is the
the

based on racism, a

condemnation of people
only crime is cheir birtch,
warst possible response

present time,

at

It is incumbent wupen the
Sri Lankan State to demonstrate

unequivocally that all its citi-
zens, including Tamils, have
equal rights and freedoms,
that they can all live their
lives in freedom, peace and
dignity. Such a demonstration,
alone, can be the starting point
of an effective destruction of
campaign for Eelam and the

murder and mayhem caused in
its name.

It is by asserting both here
and zbroad that the Tamil peo-
ple have = great and honourable

Imposition of Compulsory Leave on Tamil Employees

place in the life of this nation,
that the terrible conflict  that
rages now threatenes their future
as much as the other sections
of the Sri Llankan population,
and that it s in the commaen
interest of all Sri Lankans to
bring this conflicc to an end,
that setctlement can be brought
about,

The indiscriminate measures
tzken against Tamil employess of
Government institutions achieves
the opposite. The Council for
Likeral Democracy therefore
appeals to the Government to
abandon this unjust and unconstrue-
tive measure.

Chanaka Amaratunga

Jt. Sec. Council for
Liberal Democracy

9
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Botha follows

At the UN Security Council
session last week. ZFambia's
chief delegate Joel NGO said:
“The bombing of Libya by the U.5.
last month encouraged no doubt
the racist regime in Scuth Africa
to set up these acts of aggres-
slon. We have been witnesses
to State terrorism at its worst'',
The Council took up South Africa’s
air attacks on the capitals of
Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia
which Pretoria justified as raids
on ‘the bases "of the outlawed
“terrarist"’ African Maticnal
Congress (ANC) a member of the
non-aligned movement and cthe
leader of a liberation struggle
that has now reached a new and
critical stage In AZANIA, the
African name for South Africa,

Ambassador NGO said that a
UM transit camp for refugees
was ene of the ‘'targets’ hit.

IS Ambassador Herbert Okun's
reply exposed not enly the comp-
lexity of this international problem
but the ambiguities of US policy

and  Washington's embarrassing
fallure to impose its will on
America’s western allies, with

the possible exception of Thatchers
Britain. There was no parallel,
Colombo’s, . .

(Continued from page &)

demanding a separate state, But
it Introduces an unnecessary and
potentially dangerous  regional
complication intoan already pre-
carious SiCUation,

India is already under growing
pressure from its own 50m Tamils
to impose a settlement on Colombo
amid growing accusations of atro-

cities by 5ri Lanka's piedomi-
nantly Sinhalese armed forces,
If the situation on che Island

deteriorates further, the danger
to 5ri Lanka's Tamil community
and the presence of Pakistan
military advisers might provoke
India co intervene directly.

In searching for solutions te
the present crisis it is important
for the Government to distinguish
between the acts of terrorism
committed by Tamil excremists
and the root causes of the conflict,
Addressing the lattey issue need

Reagan’s Lead

sald the US representative, bet-
ween the WS Bombing of Libya
and the aggressive actions oftE:E
Fretoria regime., Washingtan, he
argued unconvincingly, had acted
in “‘self-defence''. President Pik
Botha could say the same!

Of course, the White House
spokesman had expressed the US
administration's '"'outrage'. So
indeed had the Bricish foreign
secretary whe found a convenient
loophole — or it seemed — by
condemning the attack on Commen-
wealth  countries, as If the
Commonwealth label gave special
Immunity from Pretoria's stare
terrorism. But Sir Geoffrey had
to place the question of soveraignty
first for che targets were all
“'sovereign"' states, However,
Libya was savereign too — though
not a Cemmonwealth member.
And for the Commonwealth as a
whole, it was Secretary-General
Ramphal who spoke to ask for
the ‘ostracizing' of the barbarous
aparthied srate.

If Washington finds [tself corne-
red, it s because what was
done to Libya was not really
the result of a well-conceived
or mature policy but the knee-

net Imply succumbing to pressure
frem the former.

Substantial devolution

Even Mr Jayewardene's ruling
party, In its manifestc far the
1977 election which swept it o

power, conceded that there were
Tamil grievances over lapd dis-
tribution, language, economic and
educational opportunities,
Unforcunately this  perception
was not translated into a realistie
devolution policy.  When the
Government recently offered to
set Up provincial councils in the
north and east even moderate
Tamil opinion, which had sceadily
lost ground te the extremists

over the years, felc bound to
reject this concession,

A political solution Is much
more difficult now than it would

have been in 1977, buc it is scill
not impossible. It involves two
distinct but related moves, The
first is for India, as regional-power,-

FOREIGN

Jker reaction of Reaganite 'Ram-
boism’, a vulgar 'macho’ act to
win hearts and minds at home
and ride high in the public opinion
polls.

“There is a war fever in
Washingten" said an  American
official who must remain anony-

mous'' wrote IAN DAVIDSON,
former foreign editor of the
Financlal Times. “In  general,

US military muscle-flexing in res-
ponse te terrorism looks distur-
bingly like yet another manifesta-
tion of the current mood of
belligerency in Washington’ he
concluded,

Stand up and be counted.
Words come easily ;s votes not
so. When South Africa’s “Libyan''
agression came up for a vote in
the UN Security Council —Mrs.
Thatcher once again found herself
in the doubtful company of Pre-
sident Reagan, The US and UK used

the ‘veto’ to protect the racist
regime from the anger of the
UN and the international com-
munity,

to construct a sec of proposals
which it can sell to the Tamil
separatists under its aegis. This
will, inevitably, fall short of Eelam
or independence. But any plan
must be raoted in substantizl

devolution of power to the Nor-
thern and eastern provinces with
some form of loose link between
them,

The second Is for President
layewardene to fashon a Sinhalese
consensus which will back such a
sertlement.  This means striking
a  bargain  with Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, the former Prime
Minister and effeccive leader of the
opposition, whose star has waxed
as the Government's has waned.

The events of the past week
demanstrate that Sri Lanka s
perilously  clase to  civil war.
Only compromise on both sides
and  determination | en  India's
parc can pull it back from the
brink, — Financial Times

May Fth 1946
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Part III

The Crisis of
— need for a

Chanaka Amaratunga

he real conditions in which

the ease for a general Election
needs to be considered are domi-
nated by the Tamil Preblem and
the econemic, social and political
dislocation which it has partially
brought abouc and of which more
is ominously in the offing. This
perception of the conditions of
our country is widely accepted,
but as | have already attempted
to establish, the wider crisis of
liberal democracy which | believe,
is primarily responsible for the
appalling deterioration of commu-
nal relations in the last six years,
is less widely recognized, It would
be very misleading for us to
analysise the efficacy of a General
Elecrion at the present time with-
out being aware that the propen-
sity towards violence and intole-
rance in Sri Lanka today —a
propensity to which the almost
daily casualey figures stand eloguent
testimony — Is averwhelmingly che
resulc of a Jack ef respect for
individual freedom and diversicy
and of 2 narrow intolarance exacer-
bated by a jezlous desire for the
concentration of political power.
These tendencies which have been
manifest in the United Mational
Party as it transformed itself from
a genial if rather lethargic liberal
—conservative party into the brash,
authoritarian party of today, finds
its brutal, ewaggerated reflection
in the dangerously simplistic Tamil
groups committed to vielence,

In considering the concext in
which an election is requested,
it is also necessary Lo reccgnize
the hopeless futility of the appa-
rent atcempes of the Government
to resolve the Tamil Problem by
While | would not
a2 moment underestate the
ice and propensity to-

negoriacion,

thoty, of ¢ various groups of

Tamil s and guerrillas,
and y do not, as. tha
Government =zpparently did in the

Sri Lanka, and Mrs. B

new agenda

period of Thimphu, have a naive
faith in Mr, Rajiv Gandhi's alcrui-
stic commitmant to a resalution
of this crisis on terms acceprable
to most 5rf Lankans, | am convincad
that cthe lack of sericusness of
the Government, in approaching
negotiations, has been the principal
reason for the unresolved and
continuing state of crisis in which
we now find ourselves. The cen-
tinued cimidity and/or shabby
populism of the Sri Lankan media
has concealed from all but z handful
of us who have made it our
business to study the various
proposals put forward, that little
or nothing has besn given away
in the ferm eof genuine autanomy
amidst all the elaborate structures
of distice, regional and provincial
councils and a second chamber that
have been at wvarious times sug-
gested, This does not mean thac
the Gowvernment ought to agree
to an amalgamation of the northern
and eastern provinces inte a single
unic as suggested in the TULF
proposals. So large and so patentcly
racial a wnit of devolution makes
a nonsense of a more ratianal,
non-seccarian form of provincial
autonomy which can and must be
applicable throughout Sri Lanka,
The point of relevance here, which
must act as the explanation for
the reluctance of the Government
to make genuine concessions to
accommodate moderzte Tamil feel-
ing and to ignore the commicment
in the United Mational Parcy
manifesto to coavene an all party
conference on the problems of the
Tamils for six  years and unul
after the appzlling riots of luly,
983, Is that the Government's
instransigence is not exclusively
or even primarily motivated by
racist sentiment.

The true explanation for the
Government’s lack of willingnass
to concede genuine provincial
autonomy without retaining reserve
powers to ltself and more parti-

cularly to the President, which
makas 2 nonsense of the devolved
structures, is ics determined un-
willingness to delegate and to
renounce any of its real powers.
The history of Sri Lankan politics

over the last sixteen years has
bean =z history of the intense
concentration of power in the

state. The power of the State in
the contemporary ear, which has
alse seen 2 partisan politicisation
of society has meant the concen-
tration of immense and quite
unjuscified power in the hands of
a few politicians. While it s
undeniable that the Government
of 1970-1977 contributed substan-
tially to this procass, it has to be
emphasised that the current Ge-
vernment has displayed a desire
for the obssessive concentration
of power in an increasingly narrow
group of persons at the very
apex of the political system which
easily surpasses any similar ten-
dency on the part of all its
predecessors. The structuring of
the constitutions both of Sri Lanka
and the United National Party
and the shaping of the power
relationships In both Government
and parcy make indisputably clear.
From such a Gavernment, it is iIn
my view impossible, that the gene-
raus and constructive attitude co
the sharing of power, without
a negotiated sectlement becomes
a platitudinous exercise in propa-
ganda devoid of all real chance
of success, would ever be forth-
coming

In assessing the possibility of
this Government, as presently
constituted, from successfully re-
salving the most immediate aspect
of our crisis —for the wider
crisis | have emphasised is prima-
rily of its own creation — wo
must consider its relationship with
the Tamils. Even if it is acknow-
ledged chat direct negotiations
with the excremists, who as recent
events have so clearly damons-

]



trated are becoming mere mind-
lessly bloodthirty and incransigent,
are neither feasible nor desirable
at least within the present frame-
work of relationships, | find it
difficult not to believe that this
Government has developed so
hostile a  relationship with the
entire Tamil community, In the
Northern and Eastern Pravinces
and in the rest of the island that
no settlement (s possible even
with these Tamils who could be
characterized as moderate, We
must recognize that the WUnited
Maticnal Party’s relationship with
the Tamils is soured by a very
strong element of unfulfilled expec-
taticns, of broken promises, in a
word of betrayal. Until 1977
with one notable exception in the
late fifties, the United National
Party was, in broad cerms, the
party of national unity while the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party was
historically, the party of Sinhala
nationalism. In the perisd from
1965 — 1975 the UNP’s relation-
ship with the principal forces of

Tamil nationalism, the Federal
Party and the Tamil Congress
essentially  warm and  mutuall

supportive.  Ewven was in the build
-up to the General Electien of
1977, the Tamil United Liberation
Front (as the FP apd the TC
had now become) had cordial
relations with the UMP and Presi-
dent |. R, Jayewardene has himself
stated in an incerview with an
Indian journal that che fallowing
section of his party’s manifesto
at that election was drawn up
with the closest consultation with
and cellabsration of, the TULF:

FROBLEMS OF TAMIL.
SPEAKING PECPLE

The United National Party
accepts the position that there
are numerous preblems con-
fronting the Tarmil speaking
people. The lack of a solution
to their problems has made
the Tamil-speaking people sup-
Port even a movement for the
creation of a seperate State.
In the interest of national
integration and unity so
essential for the economic
development of the whole coun-
try, the Party feels such prob-
lems should be sclved without

loss of time. The Party, when
it comes to power, will take
all possible steps to remedy
their grievances in such flelds as:
Education.

Colonisation,

Use of Tamil language.
Employment in the public
and semi-public Corpora-
tions.

.h.i.ﬂh.il:—

We will summon an All-Party
Conference. ...and impiement its
decisions.

The subsequent attitude of the
United Mational Party to the
Tamil Prablem, in particular its
disregard for the implementation
of the promises above and |Its
hamfisted handling of the District
Pevelopment Councils and in par-
ticular the DDC election in Jafina
in 1981, its failure to stop the
riots of luly, 1983 and its stupe-
fying immediate response the Sixth
Amendment to the Constitution,
te say nothing of the crude
techniques eof propaganda of the
stace—controlled media which makes
lictle effort to distinguish terro-
rists from the Tamil people, has
created the bitterness and lack of
crust between itself and the Tamils
which eonly a once-close relation-
ship destroyed by a betrayal of
hope can achieve. The prospects
of a Government regarded by so
many Tamils as having treated
them abysmally of reachinga setcle-
ment are vary slim indeed,

Perhaps the most powerful of
the pragmatic considerations in
favour of an immediate General
Election is the totally unrepresen-
tative character of our politics
today, A major stumbling block
to negatiations is that no one can
speak with any auchoricy and so
make the civilized compromises
which can only come of :Luthoril:}r.
Who speaks and for whom?
This is the most legitimate
question of our time. The elected
representatives of sixteen consti-
tuencies in the areas vitally
cancerned, the Morthern and East-
ern Provinces have been forced
to resign. Their seats have been
vacant for almest threc years.
Mone of the local auchoricies in
these areas function today. A
number of armed groups function
there instead while most of the

TULF is in voluntary exile, So
who represencs the Northern and
Eastern Provineces? What de the
eople of those areas who have
Eeen subjected te so muchviclence,
te so much economic and social
dislocation think! Does anyone
presume to know where they stand
today ! It seems to me that our
first priority must be the arrange-
ment of a ceasefire for the
specific  purpose of holding an
election, under appropriate inter-
national supervision, so that we
can discover who the pecple of
the MNorth and East support. It
is with those freely elected to
Parliament that the non Tamil
parties must negotiate — for they
would then be dealing with 2 body
of persens who have authority to
speak and know where they stand.

Bur whe Is to negotiate for
the nan-Tamil section of the
population? Can a Government
elecced on the votes of those
cutside the Marthern and Eastern
Provinces ac the General Election
of 1977 dominated by economic
issues and the state of the
democratic process outside the
Morch and Easc, c¢laim to be able
to say anything with authaority
on the Tamil Problem? When
such a Government owes [ts
existence to a referendum of
doubtful legitimacy, held in a
climate of intimidation and in
which the mest disingenuous and
misleading conspiracy theories were
propounded, 15 it not patencly
absured and impossible for it to
give a lead in the radical changas
in our politics without which a
settlement cannot be zchieved?
It did not take the result at the
Akmeemana by-election to esta-
blish that the undoubred mandate
achieved In 977 is now moth-
eacen beyond repair, a sad relict
of a by-gone age so totally
irrelevant to the crises of today,

[t will also be obvious to maostc
sensible people that no settlement
of the Tamil Problem can come
without bipartisan co-operation.
We are a

people obssessed by
histary but we have not  learnt
anything from history. We have

not learnt, as the face eof the
Bandaranmaike—Chelvanayakam Pact
and the Senanayake Chelvanayakam
pact ocught to have taught us — that



without the co-operation of the
principal party of the Oppesition
no resclution of the Tamil problem
is possible. Such co-operation is
impossible while the Oppositien
remains so badly underrcpresented
and continues te be denied zn
opportunicy of putting its  case
before the people, A General
Election, even one which freely
and fairly returns a UNP Govern-
ment, will have two very impor-
tant advantages which this Govern-
ment lacks. [t will be able to
approach negotiations from the
confidence and strength of having
the support of a majority of the
electorate and it will have a
better chance of co-operation from
an Opposition whose strengeh in
Parliament (the election contem-
plated must of course be under
proportional representation) will
more accurately reflect [ts strength
in the country and which will
recognize that it has been fairly
defeated. On the other hand, a
Government led by Mrs. Bandara-
naike would be able toapproach
the problem afresh and with far
less of a burden of intolerance
and authoritarianism, would have
a better chance of dealing with
the wider crisis of liberal demo-
cracy which is the root of our
problems, A General Election.
is therefore, whatever the result
it may produce, the only rational
way out of the impasse in which
this country now finds itself.

The leadership of the Govern-
ment - scarcely agrees with me.
Indeed it can scarcely be expec-
ted to, for the first instinct of
so many Governments s survival,
The Government argues thar it
is *madness'’ to call for 2 General
Election when the natlon is at
“war'', At first sight this argument
carries the ring of plausibility and
| freely concede chat there are
many whose gut sentiment favours
it. But is the validity of this
argument born out by history!
In the governance of nations does
the saying ‘you cannot change the
helmsman in a storm' carry more
than emotive force! History the
history of demacracies in particular
provides evidence for believing
that it is the opposite which is
true, Abraham Lincoln did  see
the American Civil War to 2

succassful conclusion but he knew
exactly what he was about when
he resolved to make war racher
than permit the dismemberment
of the United Statas of America,
More often politicians have blun-
dered unconsciously into war and
crises of different sorts.  Politi-
cians whao blunderingly take their
councries into crises are not the
ones to successfully take them
aut. In Britain the Prime Minister
at the autbreak of the First World
War, Herbert Henry Asguith, whe
had been a successful  Prime
Miniscer far six years in time of

peace was replaced in 1916 by
David Lloyd George, who was
regarded as a great deal more

suited to lead Britzin in  war.
The Second World War provides
an even more glaring example of
changing the leadership of 2 natian
precisely because it was at war,
in crisis. After the fall of Norway
in May, 1940, the wunsuccessful
conduct of the war was debated
in the House of Commons. On
the occasion of that debate Lloyd
George, the victorious Prime
Minister of the previous war had
this ta say of Meville Chamberlain:

The Prime Minister must
remember that he has met
this formidable foe of oursin
peace and war. He has always
been worsted. He has ap-
pealed for sacrifice. The nation
is prepared for every sacrifice
so long as it has leadership.
| say solemnly that the Prime
Minister should give anexample
of sacrifice because there is
nothing which can contribute
maore to victory in this war
than that he should sacrifice
the seals of office.

It was afcer that debate that
Chamberlain resigned and Winston
Churchill became Prime Minister,
That final line of Lloyd George
is so true of the collective par-
sonality of this Government, The
only way to resolve a crisis is

often to replace those under
whom the ecrisis has come
about.

It is now apposite that | deal
with the final part of my title,
| entitled article “The Crisis of
Sri Lanka, a General Election

and Mrs. Bandaranaike. Why
‘Mrs. Bandaranaike'?
The insistence of the |eader

of the 5ri Lanka Freedom Party
on an immediate General Electiaon
in which any party or group should
bz free to participate without
restrictions, her emphasis on che
immorality and injuscica of the
referendum, of the invidious role
that the deprivation of her civic
rights has played in the recent
pelitics of our country and her
emphasis on a political settlement
of the

Tamil problem reveals
that she has, alene among the
major actors of our politics,

recognized the fundamental unity
which underlies the multifaceted
aspects of the Sri Lankan crisis.
In this recognition by the effec-
leader

tive of an alternative
democratic government lies our
best hope for a resolution of
the crisis.

This Is not to say that Govern-
ments led by Mrs. Bandaranaike
have contributed nothing to the
erisis of liberal democracy in 5ri
Lanka of which | have said the
crisis of communal relations forms
a part. One of the lessons we
ought to take from history is
that political parties de not remain
conscant, A comparison of the
UMP of Mr. Dudley Sepanayake
and the UNP of Mr. J. R. Jaya-
wardene makes chat blindingly
clear. But equally it is usual for
there to be a fundamental unity
of pelitical character underlying
individual policical personalities.
The consistent theme of Mrs,
Bandaranaike's political life has
been that she is a reformist and
essentially a2 democrat, Ofcourse
it Is the hazard of those wha
undertake great reforms that great
also are their opportunities for
error. And | do believe thart
Mrs. Bandaranaike presided over
two Governments whose errors
were great., But her reformist
spirit combined with her funda-
mentary democratic spirit  (the
authoritarian steps taken by her
Geovernments were primarily the
work of those who now fortunately
wicld no influence over her parcy)
makes har the vital elemenct of
constructive change in the future.

(Continued on poge 138)



Of Cultural Bondage

ur slavery to English s
Oasmnlshing. le is such that
It seems to be the only social
and cultural indicater, in cercain
exclusive social gatherings, It Is
usuzlly said that ‘when in;Rome,
act like the Romans ... . :ln 5ri
Lanka that takes on new dimen-
sions. That is, 'when in Sri Lanka
act like the English. . ." and then
all doors will open to you. Our
colonial hang—over has been pzin-
fully prolonged. In the universicy,
studencs are of two distinctive
groups — the English-speaking and
the non-English speaking.  All
other considerations race, religion,
caste etc,, — are secondary, LA
seafl-writer of the Observer, |
remember, drew attention to it'—
when she spoke of how her seniors
asked whether she was ‘hi-fi' and
that she thought it was very
smart. to retort, 'no, she was
stereo'. lchighlights a deep malaise
which is eating into the very
fabric of cur scciety. English, It
suggests has become a very impor-
tant culture-maker (luse Culture
in the |Bth century sense of the
word) and [t accentuates class
differences so that in  Sri Lanka
at least, class, wealth and secial
positions In society are irrevocably

linked with ene’s ability to

(smoothly) converse in English.
It began in |9546. In fact 1954

is memaorable for it gave rize

to more than one problem — the
language policy of the Sinhalese
governments which is a major
grievance of the Tamils surfaced
as well, in addition te the “'Sinhala
in 24 hrs," decrese. The motive
behind the declaration was laud-
able, but the rule applied only
to the less fortupate in society,
They had rto conduzt their affairs
domestic, public and aseademic in
Sinhala  but the ruling classes
remained ocutside the range of
the policy. This is where a major
socizl injustice was perpetraced
by = government commitced to
the welfare of the people. To
say it began in 1956, is not to
simpllf}r the issue of nearly |4
cencuries of Bricish imperialism,
when the British practised the

l&

policy of divide-and-rule in all
its colonies. They made our society
into a dependent one both econe-
mically and culturally, The scars
of both forms of subordination
still remain, Te over-see the
efficient  working of a British
political and administrative system,
they trained a group of native
elite. They were given those top
administrative jobs reserved for
the natives and they were also
made aware of their cultural
superiority based on nothing but
their ability to converse in English.
This helped them to get the
best education available as well
as the best jobs. 50 we became
subordinates in mind as well as
in bedy, The native elite aped
the British They stopped using
the ‘vernaculars’ almost torally,
These ‘hamu mahatmayas’ and
‘appes’ were more ‘English than
the British' and the smattering
af Sinhala or Tamil they knew
were reserved for communication
with their menials. They were
the favoured darlings of the Bricish
rulers, for they could depend of
them for the smooth functioning
of their system in the colonies,

So the British sowed the sead
for one of the major social menaces
of our time. Mo one denies the
need to have access to a 'world”
language, (a ‘world language’ is
one thatis not limited to one speech
communit? but is used in many
parts of the world)., |t facilitates

communication with people of
other races and countries. Tao
broaden our ouclook and our
knowledge, we nesd to know a
language which is used in more
countries than one. |t gives one
access te the literatures and

sclentific, licerary publicacions of
other countries. English, French,
German ote. are considered to be
inche “world’ class — the justicatian
is based on Eurocpean imperialism,
so that these languages are the
second or chird languages in many
countries. English is the obvious
choice for Sri Lankans, since the
Bricish were our colonizers, and
hence it is English which is widely
known as a second language in

this country. Yet English is not
treated merely as a second langu-
age in this country. It occupies
a very special position in the
hearts and minds of the people.
People pay special pooja to it
every day. Those who know ic,
bask in the glory of it. They
write verses to it, And those
who don't know it, try to acquire
it by hock or by crook. They
go to any tuition class  which
claims to teach English in 3-6
months. Many questionable books
on English grammar zre written
and these are snapped up like
hot cakes by a majority hungry
for that special social distinction
obtained by being able to speak
English effortlessly and like the
Englishmen.

English has a snob value attached
te it. Mo one would deny e,
S50 much so, that the only ather
language that could have acted
as a decerrent to the present
national crisis, has in reality
become a ‘weapon of division’
(Prof. Thiru Kandiah) So It would
not be effective as a ‘link langu-
age’. It only emphasizes the
existing class differences. Those
who know it, useit to get them-
selves speclal concessions in the
competition for employment, for
premotions, for better marriage
and social prospects even. They
speak English (especially the youn-
ger generation) at high frequency
level in a bus er train or wherever
they gather, to establish their
identity as = race apart. The
older generation still display the
colonizl heritage in their enuncia-
tions of such very sinhalese names
in such a distorted fashion: for
instance, Galle, Tangalle, Kegalle,
Kurunegale etc. .. Such meaningiul
family names as Wijayawardana,
Gunawardana ecc. are massacred:
the underlined section is pron-
ounced the same as the English
‘war'! One knows what the Sinha-
lese *wardana’ means, and what
the English ‘war' means; Guna-
wardana when you arciculate it
properly, means someone who
cultivates his ethical sensibility,
but when ‘'war’ becomes ‘war’



then it is senseless. Yet they
are proud of it — the fact that
they are not familiar with their
indigenous languages. A friend
of mine, pronounces ‘makaral’ (an
indigenous vegetabla) as ‘mackerel’
and was not ashamed when |
pointed out the phonetic variation
on the ward, Yet she laughs at
the so-called ‘notpot’ erowd who
make blunders wielding a foreign
language. There are those among
us wheo cannet give a  proper
speech in Sinhslza or Tamil. Theirs,
would make those of us who are
concerned about reviving the
national languages, weep for des-
pairl Yet this is not something
to fec| ashamed about. They are
English—educated, and have bsen
abroad. Scme who go zbroad,
strangely encugh forget their Sin-
hala in one year! One can acquire
an accent with just one crip to
the Katunayake Air port! These
‘kalu suddhas' (see the paradox-
black—white people}) eor brown
sahibs are treated with respect,
though one laughs at the hapless
victims of a foreign language. |
remember the post Ramanujan,
on a visit here, who spoke of
the Indian situation. According
to him, he speaks WKannada at
home, Hindi outside and English
only when he attends a learned,
licerary convention where fore-
igners participate — that coo, is
when all the participants have a
working knowledge of English.

This is the case in many other
former colonies as well. Mgugi
wa Thiong'c the Kenyan writer
(he changed his name from the
English James Mgugi to chis, when
he realized the absurdity of dis-
playing one's colonizl heritage so
many years after Independence)
has stopped writing in English
and uses Swahili to tell the people
the need to bresk away from
one's colonizl heritage. Prof. Sara-
chchandra, another world-renow-
ned artist, interested in uunh‘ing
2 national theatre, gives this exam-
ple; thacr the great Indian film
producer Satyajit Rai has an Indian
name, and the well-known Japanese
oroducer of a slmilar standing is
Aliro Kurosawa, but the Sri Lankan
ocducer of such standing is called
ster James Peiris! But as he
ts out, an artist represents

his country and through his art,
projects the conscience of thea
race and is (or should be) <con-
triburing to a nmational spirit. Buc
the acquired or barrowed names
we have, do not help the others
to place our artists in cheir
proper national context. [In fact
it is misleading. A Mendis (a cor-
ruption of the Portuguese Mendez)
would suggest someone from Paor-
tugal or Latin America, and so
are such names as Perera, de Silva,
de Mel or Fernanda., Therefore
Mgugl says, the need or challenge
“for the artist who is opposad
to the system of oppression of
one class over another, or aone
nation over another is in factc to
create a literature. .. which s
a total negation of that kind of
process. . .”" This, | feel was the
point in that series of articles
written by Qadri lsmail, especially
the one titled “The Social Misfic
and the Conscience of the Race',
though he got bogged down in
a morass of personal denigrations
and thus the message was lost.

The challenge before us is to
open up a fruicful dialogue on the
validicy of the English language,
as the be-all and end-allin mass—
communication, The time has come
for tome soul-searching —to ask
ourselves, (the English speaking
intelligentsiz,) whether we have
not over—rated the function of
English in our cultural and national
set—up, at the expense of our
national languages. That inferiority
complex in the mind of che
speaker of the ‘vernaculars’ s
generated by us, whe use English
as the tool co assert our social
and cultural precedence over them,
Go for a job-interview, the know-
ledge of English is a gilt—edged
surety to ensure one's selection,
For most white-collar jobs the
ability to speak English is a ‘must’.
The privileged few who can, are
also members of the upper—strata
of society-educated in the papular
missionary schools, given the best
opportunities to cultivate their
talents, whether in sports, studies
er music. Take the Universicy
for example: though the age of
colenialism is long since over, the
new socio—sconomic and political
environment has given cccasion to
a new breed of elice-English

speaking, well-dressed, and very
much pro-establishment. They are
very intent on malntaining the
status—quo, and are of that exclu-
sive set-up who are against strikes
and other disturbances which threa-
ten the well-ordered landscape
of their lives. Their social aware-
ness iz nil, and their complacency
generates in the observer a futile
frustration, They are very much
a race apart, and are so treated
by the mainstream of the univer-
sity students, who use terms like
Yulcur' and “kadu faculty’ to stress
their separateness, This group
usuzlly comprise of students from
all the ethnic groups in the island —
Sinhalese, Tamil, Muslim, Burgher,
Malay et el. so that one would
have thought they would increase
understanding and contact between
the wvarious mediums and com-
munities, But racher than defuse
the tension, they only add to
the existing schisms, They cut
themselves off from the concerns
of the rest of the university,
and their concerns are such hifalu-
tin' topics as Drama, Music, Debat-
ting etc,, . So as Dr. Kandizh
says the ‘kaduwa' has become a
weapon of social division and
only increzses the differences in
a society already threatening to
blow apart for lack of cohesion
and unity.

All this may appear to suggest
a2 writer who s anti-English,
anti—establishment  etc.  This I8
certainly not the case, | cannat
be, | am oven at this moment
writing In English. No one could
deny the usefulness of an inter-
national language, espeacially one
that is wused in various geogra-
phically-different locations in the
world, and is spoken by the se-
cond largest number of people (the
first is Chinese). But as | pointed
out earlier, it is not treated
merley as a second language of
international standing or simply
as a viable medium of communi-
cation. |t has a social function
in preserving and safeguarding the
Status—Que against eventual in-
fringamants of the lower classes
or against  social refarmations
which would displace those on

top. Really, secial reformations
arc  unknown in this country.
As Prof. Sarachchandra says (in
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his book Pin Acthi Sarasavl Vara-
mak Denneg) our own indepen-
dence struggle was not really a
fight by people who were fully
cenvineed and totally committad
to the overthrow of British rule.
Their own zest was the reflected
eche (and a subdued one at that)
of the struggle of the great
Indian Matienalist Mevement, Or
if it had any motive where the
self was involved, it would have
bezn a selfish one-to take over
the reins of power and authority
which they had formerly enjoyed
vicariously through the Bricish,
So there was no real devoluzion
ar handing ever of powsar, and
censequencly no real social transi-
tion from the cclonial era, to
a new one of post-Independence,
Selfish scrambling for power and
wealth, the continuance of family
dynasites are common features,
where there should have beesn a
more genuine desire to better
the conditions-both social and
econemical-of those whoa are
under—privilegad. And English is
closely linked with this discrimi-
nation. The antagonism and ten-
sion generaced by this unfair
treatment  has  long remained a
great social evil, until perhaps
the 1980's when the ethnic crisis
took precedence,

And what of the so-called
comman man, who by the mis-
fertune of birth and background

is relegated to a life-time of
servility and discrimination in
education and employmenz? He

knows that at least in this coun-
try (to quote Lyly) “‘English lays
bare the key to knowlege™',
social prestige and a better finan-
cial position, Te protest and
fight against chis injustice, or to
take firm sceps to eradicate this
sacial malaise it is not possible
or he doesn’t want to, It is
only a few selact scholar and
academics Sarachchandra, Knmara-
tunga Munidasa, Prof. Malalasekara,
Siri Gupasinghe, Martin Wickrema-
singhe among them who by their
contribution te the indigenous
literatures and their upholding
of nationalism who have In some
way tried to erase the cancerous
persistence of English as the
prestigious language of communi-
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cation. Yet they have not (sadly
enaugh) succeeded. The '‘common’
Sri Lankan uses English to unfair
advantage over others if he knows
it, or tries o learn it anyhow,
so a5 to be Included in  that
exclusive English spezking social
milieu, Tutories professing to
teach English in three months 1o
six. months have sprung up like
mushrooms — so have books written
(mind you!) on spoken English,
where they give a sot question
—answer response which (sceming-
ly} suit every occasion the lear-
ner may face in real life. Peaople
will spend large amounts of money
oen buying such grammars. To us
the oprivileged, their struggles
pathatic and also amusing., We
will speak facetiously on ‘English
with a smile" er "English without
a smile': but for them it certainly
scems as if English cames with
blood, sweet and tears ! So they
struggle on, and envy chose who
have mastered jt. Their envy |
can take on extraordinray forms
in the wuniversity., This might
result in sudden outburscs of
anger against, or harassment of
‘kadu’ students.

So the time has come to
evaluate the raole of the English
language in Sri Lanka. WVe have

two secs of criteria with which
to measure its funccion. On the
one hand chere s its utilitarian |
funcrion as a lapguage  which
gives us access to  kKnowledge
waorld—wide, and on the other
hand, its snob-value linked with
its  prestigious  function. One
cannot make full use of the |

English language — exploit its re-
sources fully if one does not do |
away with its ill-effects as a
means of social division and unfair |
discrimination. 5o at this moment |
of national crisis, we have to
conduct an honest soul-searching,

not only into the cohesivenass |
of our society along the lines |
of multi—culcural and  multi-reli-
gious harmony, but also consi- |
der the other means of class
compartmentalization, and class

friction., Should English continue
az the languzge of learning and
communication (international or |
otherwise) or should we seriously |
consider the possibility of an

alcernative? English seems the
easlest to use as a fairly well-
known International Language since
it Is already in use. Bur is It
also the most effective, when
ane considers the social and etchical
aspects to it! Or should we
forget our social obligations and
our cultural independence In a
socicty where ethical sensibility
and ind{:pcndence (culcural aor
economic} are already almaost
non-exiscent?  These the
questions we should our-
selves,

are
ask

— OSTRICH —

The Crisis of. ..

{Continued from page 15)

There can be no question of
Mrs. Bandaranaike or the SLFP
being conferred a blank check.
The erisis of Sri. Lanka cannot
be resolved without a funda-
mental reform of our political

agenda, Such anew agenda must
contain a generous infusion of
liberalism and scclal democracy,

A new constitution that is premised
upon individual freedom, a policy
that takes provincial zutomeny
and privatisation as the wvital
engines for constructive process,
a new advance of the welfare
state, a liberal palicy on educa-
tion and a foreign policy based
more on liberal demeccratic soli-
darity and less on us third-world
consciousness based on  double-
standards must be vical aspects
of this new agenda, It also goes
without saying that tha new
politics of democratic reform must
banish the old politics of sectarian

intoleranca, | believe that Mrs,
Bandaranaike is more than sym-
pathetic to such a new agenda,

The challenge of our times is to
ensure that it is accepted by
the wider mass of our people.
That too, ofcourze, cannot hzppen
without an immediate, free and
fair, General Election,

{Concluded)



Part III

Nationalism : Sinhala and Tamil

Radhika Coomaraswamy

he Sinhalese have always

claimed that they were the
original inhabitants of Sri Lanka,
with the Tamil presence always
being that of invader. The Sinha-
lese chronicles, the Mahavamsa
and the Dipavamsa, are used as
evidence of this claim ta priority,
To combat this mych of origin,
Tamil scholars such as Ponnamba-
lam have this to say:

“According te  tradition, the
Tamils of India and Sri Lanka
are the lineal descendants of
the Maga and Yaksha people.
(According to Harry Williams)
Magadipa in the north of Sri
Lanka was an actual kingdom
known to histerians and cthe
people who occupled it were
all part of an immigrant tribe
from South India, Tamil people
called Magars... The conclusions
that could walidly be drawn
from the new historical data
clearly ostablish that the ances-
ters of the presenc day Tamils
were the original occupiers of
the island long before 543 B. C,
which the Pali chreonicles date
as the earliest human habitation
of Sri Lanka.'1#

Ironiczlly, the assertion of the
rights of one ethnic greup resules
in the need to delegitimize the
other. Latter day Sinhala nationa-
lists, using the Mahavamsz, dele-
gimise Tamil claims by portraying
them zs foreigners and invaders,
The Tamil response to this allaga-

tion is to assert that there s
no such thing as 2 Sinhalese,
VWhile the Tamils are “'the linaal

descendants of the ariginal inha-
bitants of the lsland'', the Sin-
halese lack pedigree, '‘no matter

what the racial arigin, little
remains  of the original stock,
except belief in it Finally, the

King who accepted Buddhism for
Sri Lanka Is described as Devam-
priya Theesan, a Tamil Hindu
King of Lanka.1®

It iz perhaps time that both
Tamils and Sinhalese accept the

findings of such researchers as
Seneke Bandaranayake who have
clearly pointed to the fact that
Tamils, Sinhalese, and Muslims
in Sri Lanka are a racially mixed
group.  YWaves of immigration and
incernal migration have oblitera-
ted any claims to racial exclusi-
vity. Sinhala and Tamil may be
preducts of ethnic and religious
consiousness but there is no racial
basis for differentiation whether
as noble Aryans or glorious Dra-

vidians. Seneke Bandaranayake
writes:
“lt  is  becoming increasingly

clear, however, that the peop-
ling of Srilanka and the ferma-
tien of its ethnic variecy have
besn an extremely complex
precess which we do not fully
understand  yet... Again, it is
important  to  keep in  mind
that the ethnic composition of
the Sinhalese both in cultural
and alsa bio-ethnic and demeo-
graphic sense was not the
preduct of a single historical
period or a unilinear process,
but, one that toock place thr-
ough-out a long history. .. the
same methodology can beapplied
te other nationalities,!3

SAIVA SIDDHANTA:

The notion that saivaism was
the orginal religion of the Tamil
people from pre-Aryan days and
that being Tamil is  synonymous
with the practice of Saivaism has
also to be challenged:

“And though through the vehicle

of the Tamll language came
Saivism a religion which the
Oxford schelar G.U. Pope”

called the most elaborate, in-
fluential and undoubtedly the
mast Intrinsically valuable fof
all religions.., Many have regard-
ed Saivaism and Tamil as being
almost synonymous and that
one cannat exist without the
other. It is righcly said
“Thamilum Saivamum, Saivamum
Thamilum'.14
It musc be said in all fairness
that not all are agreed on this

Myths

From the forthcoming volume
Facets of Ethnicity in S Lanko
by the Secial Scientists’ Association,

approach to Tamil identity. Satchi
Ponnambalam for eg: strogly be-
lleves that the Tamil Iidentity
has no religious base and that
religion for Tamils is a matter
of conscience.15  But, any attempt
te link religion and community
can lead to exclusive tendencies
and has chauvinist potential.

Saiva Siddhanta appears to have
two sources with regard to its
philosophy. Shivapadasunderam in
his book on the Saiva School of
Hinduism states that the authori-
tative works on  Sajvaism are
the twenty eight Sivagamas which
are originally in  Sanskrit... A
chapter of the Raurava Agama,
called Sivagnanabodham and con-
sisting of twelve couplets said
to have been revealed teo Sainc
MNandi, as the essence of Agamas,
was translaced into Tamil in the
ewelth  century by Meikandar
who also added to it a commen-
tary. This was expanded by his
disciples and later saints into
what is now considered the Salva
Siddhantha deoctrine. It is alse
said that some of the cthoughts
on Saivaism were drawn from
the original works in Tamil such
as the Thirumanchiram of Thiru-
malar written in the first cencury,
The philosophy of Saiva Siddhanta
became an important part of
Tamil identicy in 5ri Lanka when
Arumuga Mavalar, the great nine-
teenth century reformer, rovived
the doctrine in laffna and South
India,i8

It is, however, a grave mistake
to think that Hinduism, lec alane
Saiva Siddhanta is  synonymous
with Tamil. Tamil MNadu was the
center of Buddhisc and Jain learn-
ing until the tenth century. In
fact, it is argued that the great
Hindu revival of the ninth and
tenth centuries was =2 reaction
to the powerful incellectual in-
fluences of Buddhism and lainism,

15



Some great Tamil works such as
the Silappadikaram and the Manni-
mekalai  were Buddhist and lain
texts. Tamil religious history
has thus been pluraliscic and can-

not be confined te one specific
dectrine,

Saiva Siddhanta as it exists
today is an erudite philosophy
whic{. supposedly  explains the
essence of Siva worship, Sri

Ponnambalam  Arunzchalam  sum-
marijzes this essence as fallows...

Saiva Siddhanta postulates three
entities — God  [Pati), the Soul
(Pasu) and Bondage (Pasam). The

scheme of the Universe has for
its aim the removal of the Soul’s
impurity and its unien with cthe
Lord Siva so as to destroy dualicy
and maja (illusion) The devotional
aspects of Bhakti worship are
combined with the more philosa-
phical tradition of the Vedanta,
Saiva Siddhanta is said to be ex-
tremely metaphysical and it s
claimed that some of the cencepts
such as the term for primordial
energy can only be communicated
in the Tamil language. Haowever,
it is unlikely that the refined
doctrine of Saiva Siddhanta is the
basis of the religiosity of the
majority of Tamil people in Sri

Lanka, Popular religion is rarely
found in this abscracc form.  The
vast majority of Hindus in the

Maorth are Bhakci worshippers,
devour followers of Lerd Muruga,
Ganesha, Amman and Shiva. To
claim thac all Tamils are fallo-
wears of Saiva Siddhanta is an
artifical atcempt to consCruct a
manalithic religious doctring o
unite the Tamil people. This is
not anly unusua[l*l.r dcctrinairq
buc goes against the essence of
Hindu philosophy which has had
a scrong tradition of syncretism,
drawing from all religiens and
popular traditions.

The use of Saiva Siddhanta as
z gospel for the Tamil nationa-

list movement alsc poses major
problems. This gospel of Saiva
Siddhanta, as a part of Tamil

nationalist policical discourse must
be a2s zlienating to the non-Hin-
dus as Buddhism was for a pan—
Sri Lankan identity. If the Tamil
mavement is to be seen as being
histarically progressive in the
Sri Lankan context, then it musc
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is secular
the multi-
of our society,

LINGUISTIC NATIONALISM:

The Tamil language has been
one of the most important rally-
ing points of the Tamil move-
ment. The damand for the recogni-
tion of a Tamll Linguistic Region
Is a product of this consciousness,
Given the fact that Tamil grie-
vances gathered momentum in 5ri
Lanka after the passage of the
Sinhala ©nly Act, it is not sur-
prising that the Tamil language
should be a focal point of Tamil
identity, In addition, it is the
Tamil language as spoken in  Sri
Lankan which provides an identity
to the 5r Lankan Tamil distin-
ctive from his or her Tamil Nadu
counterpart.

ke a2 movement which
and which accepts
ethnic character

Even before the current ethnic
conflict, Sri Lankan Tamils have

expressed pride in  cheir Tamil
language in no uncertain  terms:
“Tamil s on of the oldest

languages of the werld and it

flaweared both in South |ndia
and Sri Lanka. lcisa language
that has gziven the world the

distilled wisdom of the Kural

in which it has been said there
hardly exists in the world 2
collaction of maxims in which

we have no lofty wisdom''i8

Since 1958, the Tamil language

has lost  status in Sri Lanka,
from ‘“'‘rights'" wvalue to ‘'use
value', Legizlation such as the

Sinhala Only Act struck at the
heart of Sri Lanka Tamil identicy.
Though denial of languagas rights
is an aspzct of political oppres-
sion, in asserting these rights
one must be aware of the pit-
falls of linguistic nationalism,
Recent writings by such writers
as Benadicc Anderson point to
the fact that linguistic national-
ism .is aften the most virulent
form of natienalism. Sinhalese
nationalism a5  articulated by
vernacular speaking elites is a
classical example of this type of
virulence., Critical social scien-
tists must however ask the ques-
tion as to what group or class
benefits frem this type of nationa-
lism. Benedict Anderson resear-
ching forms of nationalism through-
our the world comes to ths

conclusion that is the ideclogy of
the elites educated in the verna-
cular, harbouring tremendous re-
sentment against races and classes
which have prevented their up-
ward social maobilicy, This class
is radical with regard to imperia-
lism and interpational capitalism
but conservacive with regard rto
its own nationalism and ethnic
pride. Anderson points to  the
fact that this ideology is parti-
cularly powerful because the
vornacular speaking elices usually
control the communication system
in any given society. The fact
that the Tamil language has been
discriminated against since inde-
pendence can be well substantiated
by historical fact. Heowever, K
may be necessary to see whether
Anderson's thesis is relevant with
regard to Tamil nationzlism. 5ri
Lankan Tamil writing, due to the
recent diaspora, is no |onger
dependent on the Sri  Lankan
state for publication and dissemi-
nation, self—criticism, in line with
Andersen's thasis, may therefore
have to become an essential part
of Tamil social science.

TRADITIONAL HOMELANDS
AND SINHALESE MYTHS:

Even as we critically
myth creation on the part of
Tamil writers, we have to be
watchful of the continuing process
of myth reiteration on the part
of Sinhalese scholars. Given the
fact Sinhalese nationalist ideology
has State backing this type; of
enterprise may have disturbing
conseguencas.  As mentioned ear-
lier, myths with regard to
“Aryan'', “Sinhala’" and “Bud-
dhist'” have been under scrutiny
from critical Sinhalese scholars
since the 1960's.  (See introduc-
tion) however, there have been
2 series of recent articles on
archaegclogy and settlement which
in an indirect way reinforce Sin-
halese myths  about  history,
Though many writings have appe-
ared, | would prefer to concen-
trate on what appears to be 2
genuine scholarly attempt to deal

455855

with the relationship berween
settlement history and  ethnic
conflict, This is a Paper by Pro-

fessor G.H. Pieris, references to
which have appeared in the na-
tional press, and which is entitled



“An Appraisal of the Cencept
of a Traditional Tamil Homeland
in Sri Lanka''.2® In his Paper
G.H. Pieris states that the Sin-
halese and ‘'Sinhala purana" willa-
gers were the original sectlers
of the Eastern province.  Whe-
ther the Nagas were Tamil and
whether they were the first
inhabitants of Sri Lanka or whe-
ther Sinhala purana villagers were
the original settlements in the
eastern province may be of inte-
rest to historians and geographers
but is this really relevant tothe
current political debate? G.H.
Fieris cannot even argue that
his paper is a balanced non-poli-
tical, piece of writing because
he presents his argument in no
uncertain  terms as a polemic
against Tamil political demands:

“"Among the wvarious exemplifi-
cations of Tamil nationalism in
Sri Lanka, thase related toclaims
over territory have acquired
increasing prominence during the
recent past. These claims are
bazed on the perception that
cercain  parts of the country
belong exclusively te the S5ri
Lankan Tamils"', . The presentc
stud}r is an atcempt to place
this perception under cricical
scruciny'' .2t
Some scholars may COnLEsE
Professor Pieris’ empirical findings
but to do so is to return to
the debate on myths of origin
whao eame first to the eastern
E‘rmfir:.ca etc... the type of de-
ate which has characterized our
research and  accentuzted the
ethnic confliict. | prefer, Instead
to contest his premises and as-
sumptions.

Cne coufd argus that scholars
who analyse Sri Lanka's ethnic
canflict  are divided inte ©wo
schools:  those whose approach
cames frem a desirc for modern
solutions te contemporary prob-
lems of justice and democracy and
those who argue from a vantage
point of historical right. The
former use modern sources usually
from comparative history; the
latter draw their inspiration from
history and archacelogy.

5

A theory of social justice which
primaril}r or Exclustvuly Fests an
an analysis of historical research
and historical right has enormous

pitfalls, For example: it may be
inceresting te ask G. H. Pieris
whether if independent, convinc-
ing research woere to really show
that the Tamils came first to the
Morthern and Eastern province
and had a historlcal presence
there, would Tamils therefore
have the right to a separate
state! |f it is proved that the
Magas were in fact Tamil, does
this mean that the Tamils have
the right to rule the wheole
island even in areas where the
Sinhalese are a majority? And
what ahout ths Muslims, what
claims do they have in this era
of competing historical Rights?
The reverse type of questions
could be asked of Satchi Ponnam-
balam and M. Satyendra. Any
claim to modern justice based
on =zn analysis of early histary,
must be treated with extreme
skepticism. However in refuting
the historical elaims of one ethnic
graup, say the Tamil, many scholars
end up reicerating the historical
right of the other ethnic group,
say the Sinhalese. As a result
they get trapped by the subject
of inquiry into the discourse of
land claims and land rights, These
are self-perpetuating debates that
are somewhat escapist especially
during times of crisis and con-
frontation. The current debate on
traditional homelands and arch-
aeological settlement is one such
exercise in futility.

Ancther problem is that scholars
such as G. H. Pieris treat the
concept of “‘craditional homeland
as a geographical concept rather
than a political one and in doing

so  construct an elaborace argu-
ment on who lived where and
when. Though there is a claim

to objectively, his own political
bias comes into  evidence when

he guotes E. B, Denham as part

of his resume — “among  the
races that are most NUMercous
in Ceylen, only one race can
regard Ceylon as the home of

the naticn and the shrine of its
national traditions’'.?3

Why this quete? Cne must
seriously consider whether articles
such as these which objeet to
the concept of Tamil tradicional
homelands come from an under-
standing, of the pelitical concept

of rraditionzl homelands or fram
a belief cthat 5Sri Lahka is the
ancestral property of the Sinha-
lese. Prof. Pieris attempts to
tear down Tamil clzims te tradi-
tional hemelands. not with the
critical sciencific  intention of
scoffing at all political enterprises
which mystically connect land with
people but with che seeming
purpose of legitimising the pro-
foundly Sinhala mych that 5rl
Lanka is a nation-state, a land
which historically belongs te the
Sinhalzse, even though some parcs
have bezn “Tamilised's:

“There is indeed a mass of
evidence which shows that upte
about the 13ch century the
more powerful Sinhalese rulers
did exercise soverignity over
the entire island.. . 22

But is this the thistorical norm!?
K. M. De Silva seems to think
otherwise:

“Indeed one had to look further

back into the past to find a2
period when Sinhalese rulers
had control over the whale

island to the secend half of
the |lth century and the firsc

half of the twelvth, But, even
this had been in effzct  2n
interlude of Indigencus rule

sandwiched batween two phases
of South Indizn domination'.*!

In fact K. M, De Silva argues
that British rule was a turning
point with regard to the effective
administration of a centralised
stace.

Using the framework of a Raja-
rata Region which has been sub-
sequently Tamilisad, :G. H. Pieris
goes into imply chat che ‘presence
of Sinhala purana villagers in the
Eastern Province in ancient and
medieval times justifies modern
day state aided colonisation sche-
mes which are altering the ethnic
power balance of the province
at the time of independence =s
it exists today,

It may be convenient to carica-
ture political problems associated
wich state zided colenisation sche-
mes as a primordial struggle over
ancestral property. Teo do so,
however, s ©o miss the paoint,
Tamil elaims against land settlement
policies resulc from their present
fears and destruction  of ; their

21



MINISTRY OF LANDS & LAND DEVELOPMENT

Wall Panelling & Ceilings

adds Elegance
& Grandeur to your home,

office or hotel

The richness and warmth of wood panelling on
your walls and ceilings gives homes, offices and hotels
that sophisticated look of distinction and graciousness
that discriminating people of good taste insist on.

Choose strong, durable ‘Panelle’ panelling made
of kiln-seasoned hardwoods like kirihambiliya, panakka,
albizzia and saligna in southmg harmonious shades and
be assured of the ultimate in quality.

Panelle —for a beautiful refined satting.

State Timber

CORPORATION
746, Galle Road, Bambalapitiys, Colombao 4
Tulaphcme 500515

X (G




political power and econmlec secu-
rity. Their claims are against the
post-doncugmore Sinhala dominated
seaze which held out the promise
of a Sri Lankan nation., The pro-
blem af colonisation Is a modern
problem of echnic minorities whao
are zlienated from a state which
reflects the interescs of 2 seemingly
hostile ethnic majority. These are
sensitive political issues that surely
cannot be conceprualised as a
simple quarrel over ancestral lands.

In addition G, H. Pieris’ con-
cept of secclement and of history
in the MNorth and the East s

unilinear. In terms of settlement
as well as political histery he
assumes that the Sinhalese and

the Rajarata civilisation came first

and then around the twelth
century the region was '‘Tamil-
lised"'. This unilinear appreach
to ethnic secclemenc  has  rarely

besn accopred by soclal sclentiscs
who see sertlement asa complex
dynamic process, autonomous from
the forces of political and dynastic

histary. This antonomy provides
for a different type of process
leading to what [s now termed

“subaltern studies’. One of the
accepted premises of this under-
standing is thac history of archzeo-
logical sectlement cannot be anal-
vsad using modern political catego-
ries as they exist in modern
nation stactes. R.A.L.H. Gunewar-
dene writes for eg:

“The disparate nature of the
early settlements in the island,
with each village clustering
around a small reservoir would

not be conductive to the deve-
lopment of strong group identi-
tles. . . it will be evident from
the preceding survery that che
nature of Sinhala identity as
well as the relationship of the
group brought together by this
identity with other groupings
based on religion, ritual status
and languages varied in different
periods of history ®3

In fact, one has to ask what
is "Tamilised" and what Is **Sin-
halised” and which came firsc?
Gananath Obeysekera writes:

“"Except perhaps for the oldest
stratum  of settlers prior to
00 B.C. almost all subsequent

sectlers in Sri Lanka came from
South India, mestly from Tamil
Madu, Orissa 'and Kerala and
guickly bescamea Sinhalised' %8

Michael Raberts has a similar
view of migration of some of the
Sinhalese castes:

“In commaon with such castes as

the Salagama and the Durava,
the Karava (were} made up of
re[ntive[}r recent Drravidian migr-
ants. Meverthelass they slotred
inte the structive of caste-
regulated corvee service and
came to be regarded as Sinha-
lese castes'"®7

Of what real significance are
the modern political identities of
"Tamil" and *‘Sinhalese' and the
modern pelitical debate on  land

palicy to studying  settlement
patterns of ancieat and medieval
Sri Lanka! Hew relevant were
they to the group Identities and
self-perceprions of these dots in
settlement maps? The history of
sectlements and the policical his-
tory and ideology of states cannot

be collapsed into one research
realm. Scholars have leng ago
come to terms with differences

which exist bstween political his-
tory and pelitical discourse an the
one hand and migration and set-
tlement patterns on the other,
In addizion, to try and read the
past through present controversies
is often an unnecessary and mis-
placed enterprise, such an approach
to the present conflice will enly
compound existing problems,

—_—

(TRI) STAR WARS

So you died to prove a point

The debate, unfortunately, wasn't vours

Cry pity as these experts joint by joint

Fix you, and the Airline brings the flowers.

The pieces the politicians cannot paste

Will be swept swiftly under the terrorist carpet
But this is human fleSh and all the haste
Cannot stem the rising stench of rot.

After this will Reagan read his sermon

Sign the proxy and despatch the bombs

Will it be laser, eluster, or just Napalm

More effective than the lumpens and the mobs
And when both sides have tried all arsenals of hate
To gasp frenzied on their sector of the fence
Cry why still does not the inferno abate

And turn full circle to pious old slogans hence.
You, the dead and maimed must hear us

We, the simpletons of this unlucky isle

Mourn, as deep we feel the break up,
Civilization shatters in our smile.

Listen, our dead too are puzzled

Mown down in the bright fields of the gun
Sniped in the dark jungle or dazzled

In mine blast, or killed on the urban run.

Folk on both sides are confused but dimly suspect
That puppeteers who prance the rising Pol Pots
Also have their homework clear in perspect
Choreography for fading Bonaparies.

U. KARUNATILAKE
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The fallure to distinguish bet-
ween the actuality of settlement
and the imperatives of Ideology
also poses problems for the unders-
tanding of the concepr of traditio-
nal homelands. In his haste to
treat traditional homelands as a
geographical concepr, G. H. Pieris
does not attempt to come (o
terms with the cencept of tradi-
tional homelands as it is actually
used in anthropologiczl and politi-
cal science literature. The term
originated in anthropological liter-
ature with attempts to describe
the lifescyle of ctribal groups. In
political science the term, tradi-
tional homelands has become a
part of the arsenal of liberal,
democratic discourse and is used
in sicuations where a territorial
ethnic minoricy which does not
control state power asserts  its
rights against the State, especially
when the state attempts to dilute
the political power of the ethnic
group or to alter its sorial and
economic life-style. It is in this
context that the Tamil claim
to traditiona! homelands can be
best understocd. [rcnically, the
concept of traditjional homelands
is an aspect of political discourse
which atcempts to find solution
of echnic conflict within the frame-
work of a nation—state, In fact
in outh Africa the term s
anaethma precisely because of its
collaborationist connotations, In
the 5ri Lankan context, the term
traditional homelands has been
“primitivised" inte a primordizl
debate over territory, histery,
claims and counter-claims.

It must be accepted that the
concept of traditianal homelands
differs from the notion of promised
land, a chosen piece of territory
for a chosen people. The concept
of Sinhadvipa is a wvariant of this
type of political discourse, |t is
true that same aspects of Tamil
nationalist writing alsc speak in
these cerms and in terms of an
exclusive homeland for Tamils.
In his arcicle, Professor Pieris
presents us with some guotations
of this type of Tamil naticnalist
claims.7 In such 2 contexz, it is
vital chat these attempzs at
creacing mystical connections bet-
ween land and peaople be confronted
and jcriticised, but not from a
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vantage point of atcempting to
stake a  superior claiim for a
particular ethnic group but from
the perspeccive thac all claims to
promised land always lead rto
ethnic chauvinism and a desire
for terricorial expansion.

With the intensification of the
present ethnic conflicc, we, as a
saciety have forgotten, or have
chosen to forget, the de=ply
humane aspects of our respective
craditions. Instead, many writers
and ideologues from various com-
munities continue to emphasize
those aspeets of our culture and
histary which accentuate differen-
ces and which see ethnic loyalty

as the supreme human value,
iModern political categories are
used as mirrors into the past

and history is used as a weapen
in an ethnic war of words. The
jssues of justice and oppression
get lost in a discourse of historical
fact and counter-face. Ironically,
in this struggle for the “correct’’
historical interpretation, other
mare universal social values are
often forgotcen, Perhaps, at times
such as these it Is best to remem-
ber Ashis Mandy's famous truism,
“that knowledge without ethics
is nor so much bad echics, as
inferior knowledge" "8
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LETTERS ...
(Continued from page 1)

war, For make no mistake it
was a war., It was like the
cla:,rs of ‘rule Brittania' ‘Brit-
taniz rules the world'. Those
haloclyn cimes of white supre-
macy and Britsh colonialism.
Yes, our foreign office did
wonder for the immigrant in
England by supporting Britain
in her hour of want. In her
hour of need when a brown
or black skin on British streets
at the Falklands height was a
sure sign for assault,

Lakshman Umagiliya
Colembo 7

* NOT HARVARD

A brief note relating te 2
minor factual error at page 7
of May lsc issue,

Mr Balakrishnan of the Home
Miniscry is alas ner a Harvard
man. He Is, however, a first
rate conscicutianal lawyerhaving
warked with G, P, on the Kash-
mir and Mizoram negotiations,
Mr Chidambaram, however, did
go to the Harvard Business
School and secure a M. B. A.
degree, having taken his basic
degrees from Presidency College

Madras. He Iincidentally was
in the ‘baby class® with N.
Ram of the Hindu! He had

2 highly successful legal practice
before the Madras High Court
and the Indian Supreme Court,
before being inducted into the
Union Ceouncil of Ministers.

T. M.
Colombo 7
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