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PEACE MOVEMENT
GROWS

After the BANGALORE Group
(L. G. May 1} the Indo-Lanka
Maithri Sangamaye, a more broad
~based people-to-people  organi-
sation that has brought together
Students, wontehs groupg, religions
personnel, journalists and seho-
lars. The Indo-Lanka Maithri
Sangam ir largely an initiative
af those two imdefatigable Centre
for Seciety and Religion co-
workers, Bernadeen Silva and
Fr. Tissa Balasuriva, and their
energelic pavimer in these aoii-
vities, Ainsley Samarafeewa.

When the Peace Movement
first started, the police, obviously
on instructions frem its pelitical
bosses, came down heavily, What
with the PPC and the new
propasals  on a political seitle-
mient,  C‘giving  peace a chance’
may well be the prevailing, even
dominant mood,

The SANGAM/SANGAMAY A
hopes to ‘foster understanding
and cooperation muong  Persons
and groups- in India and Sri
Lanka’, and is committed 1o a
“peaceful just and  fonourable
resolution of the present ethnic
conflict'’.

S. Lo M. P.

The first coswally of SLMP
General Secretary Vifava Kuma-
ranatunge’s visic fo Madras was
the SLMP leadership, While
the General Secretary ook along
with] him  two  Fice-Presidents
(Chandrilca Kumaranatunge and
Ossie Abegooneselera) the Pre-
sident and Viee President who
staved at home — M. T. B.
Hangaraine  and Mr. V. W,
Kuleratne — quit in  succession,
the former after a short spell
of medical leave.

While the parent S.L.F.P. says
that ex—SLFFers who joined ihe
S.LM.P. are sending frantic
messogey indicating a desire to
re-join  their old party, Mr.
Nangaratne seems on the verge
of ending a political career that
started dramatically  with  his
role ar g public service
strike leader.

Lhion

TEA PRICES

An organisation called Tamil
Eelam Army (T.EA) thought
up a dicholical plot in January
this  year o give Sri Lanka
the most deadly New Year gift
that any country has  received
from its own citizens, The gift
cost  the plotters  nothing. A
rumour  way  spread  that the
rfeq manufactured in thiv island
and  sold all over the world
had been poizoned with arsenic.

Despite  all  the Plantations
Ministry's checks and tests, and
pilt-edged assurances, Sri Lankan
tea was subfected to close, exien-
sive and cosdy dnspection at all
US ports, The result was a dra-

- TRENDS

matic drop in 5. L. teqa sales in
the US and Canadian markels
and a price drop in the Colombo
Sri Lanka got a one—
iwo  punch  in June when the
US made a drastie cut in aid
at the Paris mecting. (June 19),
The toial pledzes however top-
ped 700 million dollars, 23%
more in real terms than last year.
However most af it iy development
gid, and nothing could offset
the losses accumulated through
steadily dwindling prices at the
Colombo auctions caused largely
by the absence of two big buyers
Fovpt and USSR,

auciions.

Last week the US removed
resiriction on SL teas and the
immediate impact on the auetions
on June 23 was encouraging.

(Letter on page 14)
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Kissingerian ‘linkage’ —
Opposition’s historic

opportunity

Mervyn de Silva

hen the UNP appeared to

have exhausted all its moves
and seemed increasingly beseiged
and helpless, its leader President
JR, surely the mest astute tac-
tician in Sri Lankan politics, has
produced a  brilliant  pelitital
mancuevre, With his new devo-
lution package he has earned
restrained praise from Mr, Rajiv
Gandhi, kept the promises made
te the Aid Consortium by his
Finance Minister (his own previous
pledges for a negotiated sect|e-
ment had not always been hono-
ured) and thus presented himself
to these all-important constitu-
encies the ‘moderatelpeace—seeker.
In doing so, he has also co-
opted the three-party alliance
and other smaller parties and
threatened to isolate his strongest
challenger, the SLFP, giving it
the difficult choice of eicher ce-
operating with the government or
presenting itself to the Tamil
community, to India and the
donors as an  uncompromising

Sinhala-Buddhist party.

Although the TULF is not as
vital a3 political factor as it was
pre-1983, it still remains the
parlizmentary voice of the Tamils
of the north and east. By offering
a devolution scheme that the
Indian government regards as good
enough for the serious cansider-

ation of the Tamil leaders, Pre-
sident JR has alse forced the
TULF inte a eorper. The Indian
press comments, including the
editorial in cthe authoritative

iMadras—-based HINDU make one
basic point: the TULF committed
a grievous mistake In curning
down the invitation teo partici-
pate in the P.P.C,

It seems precty clear chat the
TULF is in disarray, its leader-
ship torn between the desire to
continue playing the role of the
parliamentarist moderate and the
need not to offend the milicancs,
especially the 'Tigers'. Mr. Prab-
hakaran has amply demonstrated
his instinetive gift for dealing
with the recalcicrant and the
dissident expediticusly and force-
fully. Whether the caming weeks
will lead to a closing of ranks
in the TULF or a dramatic changs
of leadership is a matter that
needs to be wacched.

President IR has taken a firm
scand.  He will present his plan
to the UMP parliamentary group,

He will give the MP's a free
choice...and alsa ctheir wundated
letters of resignation back, In

reply to aquestion by Dr. Colvin
R de Silva, who reminded him
that the lecters were in his
pocket IR quipped: “'I'll see that
the lecters are in their pockets, "
If they agree, I’ll be happy. If
anyone does net, he s fres to
leave, After a slight pause, 2
confident party leader said *'Some-
how | don't think thac'll happen™,

President IR, perfectly sure then
af UNP support, will go through
with his plans. The guestion is

hoew far, in the first Instance,
will his unilaceral move receive
endorsement and accive backing

from the otcher parties at the
PFC? (For the moment, at [east,
the SLFP position must be exa-
mined as a separate [ssue).

The answer to that question
will depend fargely on how the
nen-SLFP cpposition analyses the
situation and the interprets the
government’s basic pelicical aims.

BACKGROUND

If the 1978 constitution cen-
tralised all power, the Referen-
dum of 1982 Decembar not only
reinforced UNP  hegemeny but
effectively closed the island’s once
vibrant and ‘open’ pelitical sys-
tem. The WEEKEMND political colum-
nisc writing immediately after che
Beferendum called it ‘'a Consti-
tutional Dictatorship'. The UNP's
authoritarian grip wasstrengthened
also by a divided and demora-
lised, SLFP, wirtually leaderless,
and by an utterly enfeebled Lefc.
The unions had been bacrered
into submission and all organised
apposition groups had lost  their
nerve,

1983 and After

Then came July 1983, and the
political situation changed in a

manner that no  pundic could
have anticipated.

Violence cscalated; the insur-
gency in the north and east

spread; the economy started to
sﬁow serious signs of stress; [ndia
entered the Sri Lankan political
stage as a major accor.

While the pressures on all
fronts steadily mounted, a UNP,
quite alive te an increasingly
restive eleciorate, resisted all
demands for a negotiated setcle-
ment, nervous that such a sectle-
ment, which necessarily imply
concessions to the Tamils, would
inflame Sinhala opinion. And =0
from APC (1984) to Thimpu (1985}
to Bhandari (1985-1986) to Chidam-
baram, April 1986, The pressures,
especially econemic (tea prices,
defence spending, debt-servicing,
near—collapse of tourism, shrink-
ing Investment and reduced foreign

3



exchange remittances frem migrant
workers) and the psychological
and physical impact of the 'war'
in the north and ‘terrorism' in
the south, became too severe
for an administration that looked
50 utterly inept to the average
Sinhalese veter in the South,

The fact that Finance Minister
Ronnie de Mel then emerged as
a5 the wvoice of reason ("“We
must concede with grace what
we cannot hold with authoricy,"”
Gladstone's remark was his fave-
urite quote) bears its own special
meaning in the fast—changing na-
tional situation. The once omni-
potent UNP seemed totally be
leagued, unable to advance either
towards a military victory or
towards a political settlement
and peace,

The restoratien of Mrs, B's
civic rights Is the wother event
that best dramatised the predi-
cament of beseiged regime. The
concession was a calculated risk, =a
move under pressure, Buc Mrs. B
did not step out to help the

government. She smelt the old
enemy's bloed In the water,

Emboldened by events in the
Philippines and the striking exam-
ple of the Cory Aquino she
threw a new challenge — elec-
tions. The repression, especially
the easy use of the PTA and
Emergency against opponents In
the South, including SLFP organi-
sers was moving southwards., Only
elections could help prise open
the political system closed in
Dec. 1982 and based on a con-
centration of power in an exe-
cutive presidency with tomal com-

mand of a parliament in which
the UNP had 5/6ths majority.
IR's reply was a stroke of

tactical genius. If the crisis con-
tinues, the UMNP may be forced
to hold elections and thuz run
the risk of losing power or
having its power greatly reduced.
Better then to devolve power
to the provinces —actually to
meet the Tamil demands in the
north — than lose, or lose a
large part of, the power at the

centre. Power-sharing at the peri-
phery is obvicusly the far more
desirable eption.

Opposition Dilemmas

Mow the dilemma is that of
the Opposition, the SLFP and
the non-SLFP opposition.

If the SLFP takes the Mathe-
wite ‘MNational Front' road (per-
haps its knee—jerk reaction of
the rightwing) It will isolate
itself from the maipstream of
politics, the peace process, and
promptly alienate India and the
West, without whose help no
Sri Lankan government in the
foreseeable future can survive for
long. If it joins the peace process,
it will assist the recovery of a
much weakened UMNP to which
all the gains of a successful set-
tiement will acerue. |If ic takes
the first option, has it the
arganisational capability and dyna-
mism of the Aquinc-led Demeo-
cratic Frong?

(Continued on page 7)
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Island at

War

Tamil rebels mount a bloody campaign for justice

Marguerite Johnson

Reported by Ross H. Munro, Colombo (TIME)

he rice—growing settlement of

Siripura in 5ri Lanka's Eastern
province was in sheck last week.
Red-and-white-paper lanterns, st-
rung up to czlebrate Yesak, one
of the holiest Buddhist festivals
of the year, lay in tatters on
the grounds as smoke rose from
the ruins of 25 thatched mud
huts. At cthe entrance to one,
village women wept at the sight
of the charred remains of a young
couple wha had been shet and
left to die in their burning hame.
Down the road, beside an  Irri-
gation ditch, the bodies of ten
other villagers, including several
children, fay in 2 rew where
they had been gunned down. The
day before, twelve people had
been killed in nearby villages in
the district of Trincomalee, The
victims in both  attacks were
Sinhalese, the major ethnic group
in Sri Lanka, who had been set-
tled in the arca by the central
government as part of a contro-
versial land development program.
Their assailants were Tamil gueril-
las, members of an increasingly
militant minority that makes up
12.58, of the island nation's 16
million pecple. Qutraged Tamils
charge that che government's in-
tent is to increase the number
of Sinhalese in areas that are
predeminantly Tamil,

Te the northwest of Siripura,
on the Jaffna  Peninsula, Tamils
were also mourning  their dead
and wounded, Less than a week
before, government forces using
helicopter gunships and fixed-wing
aireraft rocketed and strafed the
commercizl center of the city
of laffna. The central bus terminal,
several shops and six wards  of
laffna General Hospital were hit.
“Miraculously,”" reported a doctor

who was in the hospital during
the bombing, “anly one patient
and two visitors were injured,

because when the shooting started
we immediately got all the patients
under the beds or down to the
ground floor, where they wers
out of the line of fire."” A couple
being married in the city's cathed-
ral were surprised when a bullet
landed 2t their feet: At the
end of the four—day military offen-
sive, at least 34 civilians and
guerrillas were dead. Tamil sour-
ces said more than 60 people
were killed and at least 100 others
injured.

The government attack on the
peninsula came shortly after [ndian
officials  had lefc the Sri Lankan
capital of Celombe, where they
had been attending the latest
round of talks initiated by Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, The
negotiations are aimed at finding
a solution te the conflict between
Tamil rebels and the Sinhalese-

daminated government of Presi-
dent Junius R. layewardene, For
the past three yezars the once

fabled island of tea and spice —
so lovely it was nicknamed Seren-
dip by Arab traders —has been
torn by ethnic hatred and bleod-
shed that grow uglier by the
day. The increasing animosity
between the country’s 2 million
ethnic Tamils and its 12 millian

Sinhalese has led te a pralife-
ration of armed Tamil guerrilla
groups. Some of them demand
an Independent state, (Eelam)

(homeland), to be established in

the Marthern and Eastern pro-
vinces, the country's majn areas
of Tamil econcentration. Most

Tamils, however, would probably
settle for some degree of auto-
nomy that would give them subs-
tancial contrel over education,
and settlement and economic
matters in their regions,

The government has responded
with an equally determined effort

to suppress the rebellion. The
icland was led to a crackdown
on civil likarties in  Sri Lanka,

rurned Jayewardene's once popular
government into  an Inereasingly
authoritarian regime and soured
normally placid relations with
neighbouring India. To bolster its
military efforts, Sri Lanka has
sought support from such sources
as  Pakiscan, lsrael and former
British SAS commandos, The U.5,
has resisted Sri Lankan reguests
for more military ald, limiting
assistance to training worth about
$ 150,000 a year, WWashington
regards the war as primarily a
domestic issug, but American offi-
cials applaud |India’s efforts to
find a negotiated settlement. Says
a State Department expert: "'We

Sri Lanka in
the world press

At a meeting in Colombo
President Jayewardena held
up a copy of the TIME maga-
zine with Sri Lanka on the

cover — the first occasion
that TIME has made this
country its cover story —

and spoke to the crowd of
the impact of world press
coverage not only on the
istand’s image but on its
economy. On June lst, the
L.G. published the main edi-
torial in the internationally
respected FINANCIAL TIMES
of London entitled “COLOM.-
BO'S MEED TO COMFRO-
MISE.” In this issus of the
LG we focus on this topic
by publishing articles from
the U.5. and British press
to which the average Sri
Lankan reader has [ittle
dccess.




believe that neither side will
be able to prevail militarily.”

devas-
suffering,
how
conflice.

The war has taken a
tacing toll in  human
Mo one knows for sure
many have died in the
The government puts the dead
at |,500, but pro-Tzmil human
rights organizations claim the
number is closer to 10,000, Many
more thousands have been injured
or lefc homeless, In addition,
more than 125,000 Tamil refugees
have fled to the South Indian
state of Tamil Madu, where they
share a commoen ancestry and
language with India’s 50 million
ethnic Tamils, The cost to New
Delhi of maintaining the refugee
camps: § 3.6 million a year,

Despite Gandhi's attempts to
bring both sides to the nego-
tiating table, the incensicy of the
fighting has worsened in  recent
months. At 79, layewardene s
still a2 wily and unpredictable
politician, Although he has gone
along with efforts to find a poli-
tical settlement to the crisis,
layewardene talks omincusly of
impesing *'a military solution'”,
Of the armed Tamil groups, he

says, '‘They are «called boys,
militants, radicals, but they are
simply murderers.” The govern-
ment has 37,000 heavily armed

troops arrayed against some 2,000
lightly equipped guerrillas, who
frequently rely on hememada pipe
mines filled with gelignite to keep
the military ac bay, Last February
in a major escalation of the war,
Jayewardene sent lwalian-made att-
ack aireraft en bombing raids of
suspected rebel hideouts in  the
north of the Island. The bom-
bardment missed many guerrilla
strongholds, instead Kliling inno-
cent civilians and destroying their

homes. An angry Indian External
Affairs Minister, B. R. Bhagat,
declared that the action “‘went
beyond the realm of civilized
behavior,'

m " &

AT the same time, in the
troubled Eastern Province, whera
Tamils make up 4294 of the popu-
lation, security forces acting umn-
der a government-declared state
of emergency have been setting

&

up new military bases every few
miles, bulldesing Tamil houses
and herding their occupants into
shacks, The military = routinely
rounds up Tamil males and haolds
them in camps like the notorious
Boosa prison, In southern S
Lanka., A number of young men
are reported to have disappeared,
Amnesty International, the human
rights organization, says that
last February security forces in
the province's Amparaj districc sur-
rounded a rice paddy form where
a group of Tamils were threshing
rice. The troops shot at least
47 paddy workers, including a
I3-year-old child, then heaped
straw over their bodies and set
them on fire. In a previous re-
port lIssued last October, Am-
nesty concluded that terture by
Sri Lankan forces is “widespread
and  persistent.” |t added that
torture has been used particularly
against young Tamil men ages |7
to 23 held under ths 1979 Pre-
vention of terrorism Act, and
that some had died as a result.

Until recently Colombo appea-
red to have escaped major reper-
cussions of the fighting in the
north and east. Then, on May
3, a bomb exploded absard an
Alr Lanka jetliner sitting on the
tarmac at Sri Lanka's internatio-
nal airporc, killing 16 people,
most of them vacation bound forei-
En tourists, and Injuring 20 ochers,
Four days later, another bomb
ripped through the Central Tele-
graph Office in downtown Celomba
during the morning rush hour.

Fourteen people died, and more
than 00 were injured. No arrests
have yet been made, but govern-

ment officials blame Tamil terror-

ists, Guerrilla leaders deny res-
ponsibility, though one  Tamil
group, the Eelam Revelutionar

Organization of Students (EROS),
told TIME that it had carried out
the telegraph-office bombing.

Late last week yet another
bomb went off, this time at a
railway station northeast of Calom-
bo, on a train that had Just
come frem Batticalea, in  the
east. Authorities said that eight
people were killed and 54 injured.
Only hours earlier a blast had
echoed through the center of the

capital during the Ilunch hour
when a bomb hidden Inside a
delivery truck expleded at a

soft—drink botcling plant, killing
ten people. At least |5 others
were critically injured. Also late
last week, a land mine ripped
into a government military convay

in the Eastern Province, killing
22 soldiers.
Following the Air Lanka and

Central Telegraph office bombings
Some government agencies and
companies began laying off Tamil
employees. The move was sald to
be for the workers' pratection,
but there seemed little doubt
the real reason was that many
Sinhalese officials no longer trust
Tamils, even those who work
for the government, Many mode-
rate Tamils are disturbed by the
fact that there has been hardly
a murmur of protest by civil
libertarians. Says MNeelan Tiru-
chelvam, a noted moderate Tamil

leader, “Individuals now and then
speak out, but the Sinhalese
middle class remains uninvolved
and uncommitted. There is no
sense of outrage because it is
not their sons who are dying
the sons of poor Sinhalese far-
mers'",

To those moderate Tamils who
would like to see che conflict
resolved Justly and peacefully, the
layoffs and bombings underscored
the widening gulf between Sinha-
lese and Tamils, Says Professor
Karthigesu Sivathamby of che Uni-
versity of Jaffna: '‘Separation is
becoming a psychological reality."
Historically, the two groups have
seldom lived in harmony. [t is
believed that both the Sinhalese,
who are Buddhists of Indo—Aryan
origin, and the Tamils, Hindus
of Dravidian ancestry, had immi-
grated from India by the third
century B. C. The Sinhalese occu-
pled three—quarters of the jsland,
which they called the kingdom
of Sinhale (Ceylon), including the
bountiful  rice—growing regions.
The Tamils, largely traders and
fishermen, lived " mostly in the
laffna  Peninsula and along the
east epast,

Successive conquests by colonial
powers — the Portuguese in che



early 1500s, felloyed by the Dutch
and then the Britlsh in the late
18th cantury — brought 2n end
to the centuries of conflict bet-
ween Sinhalese and Tamil king-
doms, Tamils flourished under the
Bricish rzj, the colonial adminis-
tracion on the subcontinent. They
seized educational opportunities
offered by the British and embraced
English as the island's commen
language. After independence in
1948, however, Sinhalese politicians
began to seek ways to  reassert
their dominance, In [956 the
legislature passed a law replacing
English with Sinhala as the official
langtage of government and educa-
tion. The Tamils, suddenly finding
themselves a threatened minority,
were stunned znd outraged. The
journey down the road to the
separatist rebellion had begun.

Strikes and campaigns of civil
dizobedience followed. Several
times during the first three deca-
des of independence, Tamil politi-
cal leaders tried to reach accords
with the Sinhalese about language
and other issues. These efforcs
failed, discrediting moderate Tamil
policicians.  Wirtually all English-
fanguage schocls disappeared, and
schools were segregated by langu-
age, Sinhalese or Tamil. Today
children of the two groups go to
separate schoels right through
university and rarely mix, even
in Colombo and other areas where
they five side by side.

The situation worsened In the
19705 when new university ad-
missions regulations decresd by
the government had the effect of
requiring Tamils to score higher
than Sinhalese on entrance exami-

nations. At the same time, Sin-
halese politicians made it more
difficult for Tamils to  obtain

government jobs. Blocked at home
many Tamils left Sri Lanka and
moved abroad, particularly to
Britain and Australia. For those
left behind, there were fewer
and fewer educactionzl or job
opportunities outside the Jafina
Peninsula. Young Tamils who
saw no future in Sri Lanka be-
came Increasingly resancful.

In 1972 a Tamil teenager na-
med Yilupillai Prabakaran started

a rebel group that become the
Liberation Tigars of Tamil Ealam.
Three years fater, several Tamil
students in London formed ano-
ther arganization committed to
fighting for a seperate  Tamil
state. For years the Tamil rebel-
lion consisted of much talk, witch
only an occasional bombing or
killing. By mid—1983, Prabakaran’s
Tigers had only 30 full-time
membears, with far less chan one
gun apiece, Tamils generally re-
jected vielence and continued to
place their hopes for change an
political system. |In the 1977 par-

liamentary elections, the Tamil
party, the Tamil United Liber-
ation Frent (TULF), swept to

victory in all 14 zaats in Nerthern
Provinee and won four seats out
of twelve [n Eastern Province.
That gave the Tamil party 18 ocut
of 168 seats in Parliament, streng-
thening demands that regional
councils be set upto give Tamils
a larger measure of self-govern-
ment. Jayewardene and his United
Mational Party agresd to negoti-

ate, then abruptly backed off,
The Tamil rebellion began in
earnest in July [983. In their
first major assault, the Tigers

ambushed an army patrel on the
Jafina Peninsula, killing 13 sol-
diers, The repercussions were
far-reaching., The next evening
when the bodies arrived in the
capital, there was an outpouring
of anti-Tamil harted that quickly
turned to slaughter. Within a
week, an estimated 1,000 paople
nearly all of them Tamils, were
killed by Sinhalese mobs. Many
vietims were burned alive. Tamils
still refer to the riots as ‘“‘the
Holocause.” Tens of thousands
of middle-class Tamils fled to
Madras, the capital of Tamil Nadu.
All TULF M.P.s were forced out
of Parliament when they refused
to take an antiseparatist aath.
Owver the next year, several at-
tempts to reach an accord bet-
ween the twe ethnic groups ended
in failure., As money poured in
from Tamil expacriates in Austra-
liz, PBritain and other countries,

milicants began buying weapons
and setting up training camps,
Taday there are five major

armed groups, all with headquarters

in Madras. Trmil Madu also har-
boars 32 rcbel camps, In  which
an estimated 3,300 guerrillas are
undergoing training. MNew Delhi
has not shut dewn the rebel
camps, but Indizn autharities keep

a sharp eye on the guerrilla
organizations. Officials stand at
dockside as rebels load their

boats with arms and ammunition
for the 22-mile trip =across the
Palk Strait to Sri Lanka., Arms
shipments that do not have the
approval of Indian authorities are
seized. MNew Delhi has sought
to limit the arms flowing to
Tamil groups as a means of forcing
the rebels to the bargaining table,
In the same way, it apparently
has tolerated the training camps
in order to bring pressure on
the Sri Lankan gevernment.

Although the rebels initially
benefited from a wave of sym-
athy in Tamil Madu, there has
E{:cn growing disenchantment aver

their presence, Robbery, smug-
gling and extortion by rebels
have become widespread. Parents

complain that their children are
being sold drugs by the guerrillas.
Severzl Indians have been killed
or wounded in cross—fire between
feuding rebel groups. Perhaps
the worst episode took place in
August 1984, when a bomb was
planted aboard a Sri Lankan air-
liner. |t was intended to explode
in flight but instead went off in

the Madras airport, killing 37
pecple,
The largest, oldast and most

discriplined rebel groupis Praba-
karan's Tigers. Most Tiger rec-
ruits are youths wha struggled
up the educational ladder only
to find there were no jobs for
them. Each wears around his
neck a glass ampul containing
potassium cyanide, to be used
in case of capture. The Tigers
claim that 100 of their members
have committed suicide by taking
the poison after being cornered
by government security forces.
Says one young rebel: “MNo human
being can withstand torture, so
to avoid letting out secrets we
carry potassium cyanide.”

The second-largest group, be-
fore the Tigers killed more than
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100 of its fighters in a battle in
Jaffna five weeks ago, was the
Tamil Eelam Liberation Organiza-
tien, which was notoerious for its
viclent internal peower struggles
and criminal activites. Prabakaran,
now the undisputed leader of
the armed Tamil separatists, told
TIME's Anita Pratap that the
Tigers moved against TELO be-
cause its leader, Sri Sabaratnam,
was  planning to destroy the
Tigers., “WWhile we are engaged
in fighting the armed forees',
he sajd, “TELO was engaged in
antisocial activities damaging the
Eclam  |iberatien  movement''.
TELD's new leadership, while
conceding that the group s
finished as a fighting force, says
it will now focus on political
activicies.

L & [

TWO other groups, the Eelam
Revolutionary Organization (EROS)
and the Eelam People’s Revolu-
tionary Liberation Front (EPRLF),
were formed by Tamil students
in Lenden in the mid-1970s, the
the latter a breakaway group
from the first, Their membars
tend to be better educated than
the Tigers and more ideslogical,
espousing a Marxisc-Leninist line,
Both briefly had use to Palesti-
nian guerrilla organisations. The
fifth group, the People's Libera-
tion Organlzation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOT), is regarded as something
of a mystery. It has training
camps and bases in Tamil MNadu,
but jts |eader, Uma Maheswaran,
condemns the ‘‘hit-and-run tact-
tics'' of the other four groups,
saying they lead only co retalia-
tion  against civilians by the
military. PLOT says its ultimate
aim is to work with the Sinhalese
left to foment zan  islandwide
Communist revolution. The group
is regarded as most violent to-
ward its own members. Rumors
are widespread in  Tamil MNadu
that scores of PLOT dissidencs
and deserters have been murdered.

As the rebel groups have grown
in size and sophistication, Tamil
moderates in S5ei Lanka hzve in-
creasingly been caught between
militants and government. Family
life, the central value of Tamil

saciety, has been totally disruped
a5 young men have left to  join
the guerrillas or have been taken
prisoner by government forces.
some rebels have turned to crime

and extortion to obtain funds
for weapons, Last September,
radicals murdered twe former

Tamil M. P, s who had been clectred
ta Parliament on a Tamil auso-
nemy platform. Ordinary Tamils
are repelled by “lamppost kil-
lings"' — rebal executions of sus-
pected Tamil infermers whe are
tied to posts, shot and left to
die,

"1 fear the militants are bringing
about a rotzlly undisciplined so-
ciety'", confesses a doctor in
laffna, '""Most are fairly young,
and they feel they can get any-
thing they want by using their
guns™. Three days earlier, a gang
of Tamil guerrilias had invaded
the hospital where he works and
killed a rival leader. In the en-
suing gun  battle, a magistrate
waiting for an electrocardiogram
died in the crossfire. Even so,
the physician s quick to add
that “‘the militants are fighting a
war for my benefit and that of
my children,”

Indecd, once conzervative Tamls
believe the government has played
inte the hands of the guerrillas
with its bombing of the lafina
Feninsula and ether attacks thac
have harmed civilians. The latest
attack occurred ac a cime when
support for the rebels in  the
Tamil community was cooling,
When | voted for layewardene
in I1977."" says a Tamil lawyer,
“there were only 20 or 30 mili-
tants., MNow there are thousands,

This government is the recruiting
agent for the militanes.” Jaffna's
Professer Sivathamby agrees, Be.
fore the bombing, he says,
“there was 2 line, however thin
that was drawn betwesn the
milicants and the people, Now
that line has disappeared.’” Ewven
some government officials acknow-
ledge that the bombing was a
serious mistake, Says a Western
military expert in  Sri Lanka:
“Stupid. They should be clearing
out areas by ground action, not
aerial bombing. The reason they're

bombing is that they den't have
trocps willing to go In.”

The

problem, says a senier
Sri Lankan official, is that “‘we
have some of the worst armed

forces In the world.” To im-
prove military training. Jayewar-
dene has turned te some contro-
versial sources of assistance. |In
1984, a team of |sracli intelligence
experts spent several wesks in
sri Lanka advising the government
on  counterinsurgency opeoratians,
Jayewardene also hired Kini Meeni
Services Ltd., afirm incorporated
in the Channel Islands that em-
ploys hardened veterans of anti-
guerrilla campaigns, almost all
of whom are former British SAS
commandes. In addition te giving
councterinsurgency training te  Sri
Lankan forces, some Kini Meen
men have flown Bell 212 helicop-
ter gunships in combac in the
country, Much to India's dismay,
layewardene has sent more than
[,000 junior officers to Pakistan
for training over the past year.

The military buildup has been
castly the defence budget has
has soared from %66 million in
1983 to § 325 million this year.

India is deeply worried about
the turmoil plaguing its neighbor
across the Palk Strait. New Delhi
is also concerned about the number
of Sri Lankan refugees that have
been pouring inte Tamil MNadu
since 983, altheugh the influx has
abated somewhat of late. Many
have melted inte Tamil Madu
society, through refugees are legally
barred from working. Others are
confined to 171 refugee camps
scattered around che state, Condl-
tions are often squalid. In  the
Kovalam ecamp, located in an old
cyclone shelter south of Madras,
tze living space is divided by sheets
and sacking material hung from
ropes. Most of the occupants
arrived last year to escape what
the deseribe as a reign of terrar
by Sri Lankan army wnits intwo
districts south of laffna. *‘Some-
times we wonder why we came,”
says a thin, ditpiriced farmer.
“We thought it would be only
for two months or so and then
We could return. Wenever thought
life here would be so hard'.



After the refugees dramatically
increased last year, India began
pressuring  Tamil exile leaders
to pursue talks with the Jlaye-
wardene  government about a
political settlement that would
give the Tamil community & degres
of autonomy but stop well short
of creating an independent state.

Mew Delhi persuaded both sides
to accept a cease-fire thac, while
not completely successful, drasti-
cally reduced hostilities for several
manths, Tamil leaders insisted thac
Jayewardene was deceiving India
by talking abcut a political settle-
ment  while pursuing = military
solucion, When the Sri Lankan
military bombed laffna, it appeared
that the exile leaders might be
righe,

Monethzaless, Gandhi sent another
delegation to Colombo last month.
India has won a key concession
from TULF to abandon its demand
for an independent Eslam, Mew
Delhi has also refused to support
Tamil demands that Morchern and
Eastern provinces be merged into
a single state. The Indian delega-
tion instead appears to have agreed
in principle with 5ri Lankan officials
on the need for a decentralized
federal type system that would
permit the largely powerless pro-
vinces to  elect governments of
their own. There was agreement
between Indian and Sri Lankan
officials that furure land secclement
should reflect “'traditicnal echnic
mixes.'" The Tamil fear that the
government will continue to sectle
Sinhalese farmers in areas in which
Tamils predominate.

# # i

THE sticking point, all sides
agree, is what to do with ''the
boys,"" as the rebels are known,
Disarming thousands of guerrillas

will be no easy task., Maoreover,
Tamil leaders want to control
their own security forces and

impose limits on when the govern
ment can send tTroops into a
Tamil-dominated province.  The
government wants as few rescraines
as possible,

Woestern diplomats see some
reason for hope that an agreement

can be reached Sri Lanka Is begin-

ning to feel the effects of the
insurgency in reduced foreign
investcment and tourism, India is

also eager te extricate icself from
a costly and inereasingly volatile
situation. Even the Tigar's Pra-
bakaran appears ready to accept
a sctolement, Says hs: Y] doubt
whether the masses will aver
settle far anything short of Eslam,
but if people are satisfied with
an zlcernative fermula, we are
prepared to consider the alterna-
tive, After all, we are fighting
for the people. We don't lose
sight of what the people want."”

Perhaps the major imponderable
is ''the old man,” as Jayewardene
is frequently called, Few purport
to know what the President thinks.
Foreign ambassadars and close
associates aoften come away from
a canversation with him convinced
that he will take steps to end
the violence, only to find him
doing guite the opposite, As far
back as the mid-1950s, Jayewar-
dene led 2 protest march againsc
a Tamil-Sinhzlese accord that would
have given Tamils far fewer conces-
sions than they azre asking for
teday. More recently, say his
critics, he has thrown away two
opportunities for a lasting settle-
ment  of the crisis-immediately
afrer his landslide election victory
in 1977 and again after the riots
in July 1983,

At the moment, Jayewardene
and his parcly are regarded as the
strong favorites to win the next
parliamentary elections, which can
be called at any time. But chere
is grewing unezase about his econo-
mic peolicies and his handling of
the insurgency. The disenchantment
has not yet become politically
threatening, largely because of the
economic boom that Sri Lanka has
enjoyed in recent years, Says a
Colombo journalist: “*Mesc sinha-
lese have been too busy making
money to worry about the Tamil
question,"

But Finance Minister Ronald de
Mel warns that the insurgency is
playing havec with the eccnomy,
Soaring military expenditures have
helped push the country's foreign
debt to § 3.9 billien, up from $2.8

billien a year ago. The annual 2094
interest payments on that debt
are contributing to a [986 budget
deficit of nearly 5 | billion, Tourism
has fallen off dramatically, leaving
many top hotels two-thirds empty.
In the fate [970s and early |980s,
Jayewardene won plavdits for push-
ing through sweeping economic
reforms. Today, however, many
Sri Lankans wender whether ‘‘the
old man'" has the will ar the
energy to but together a sett|e-
ment to end the costly spiral of
violence and provide a way for the
Sinhalese and the Tamils to live
together in peace in their island
nation,

— TIME

Kissingerian . . .
{Continued from poge 4)

What of the Left ? The LSSP
and CP do not need to be
reminded of how ‘bourgecis' par-
ties use the Left and throws It
out afeer it has outlived its

usefulness, That's what the SLFP
did to the LSSF in 1975, a few
years after it had helped the
UF to mest the I¥F insurgent
threat and muzzle the trade
unions,

The CP has too many examples
from which to draw lessons. The
CP played an active role in
pushing through a regional auto-
nom{l plans for the Kurds in
northern Iragq. The next year the
CP was banned, and ics [eaders
those wheo did not flee to the
socialist countries — were jailed.

While the SLFP sticks to  ts
elections demand, the CP in its
last statement has called for
‘preliminary steps’ —all in the
direction of democracy and civil
libercies,  Will the Opposition
spet the opportunities now openad
before it and see ics own future
tactics in terms of Kissingerian
“linkage,” devolution at the peri-
phery cagether with a recurn
to Sri Lanka's traditional demo-
cratic norms at the Centre!
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An Island in Turmoil

Sri Lanka’s sectarian strife again threatens to spin out of control

At the Colombe airport last
week, Sri Lankan  workers
picked through a mound of meztal
debris, bits of inflacable life vests
and other rubble — grim reminders
of a bomb planted by Tamil
separatists chat blew apart an Air
Lanka jet on May 3. In the heart
of Colombo, a powerful explosion
ripped through the crowded cen-
tral telegraph effice, gzutting a
section of the rambling colonial-sra
building. Byscanders gawked at
the jumble of beams and twisted

metal. Such sights are becoming
all too common en this once
idyllic island. The twa bombs

killed 28 people and injured I53.
And in the strifecorn north, rival
factions of militant Tamilz elashed
in a bloody power struggle. In

a single, vioient week maore than
200 people died.

Mo one knows where the escala-
ting conflict will lead or when
it might end. Since grisly secta-
rian riots exploded in 1983, vio-
lence between Sri Lanka's Buddhisc
Sinhalese majoricy and the predoe-
r'rsinal:elcr Hindu Tamil minority has
spiraled viciously, claiming some
3,000 lives. The government of
President Junius Richard Jayewar-
dene blamed the two recent
bombings on the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The LTTE
is the most radical group of
Tamils fighting a guerrilla war to
establish Tamil Eelam, an autono-
mous homeland in the country's
nerthern and eastern provinces,
where Tamils oucnumber Sinhalese.
Mow at least some members of
a welter of separatist groups seem
to have targeced foreigners and
civilian crowds In the capital
itself. "“The Tamils are playing
very rough,”' says a foreign diplo-
mat in Colombe, “'they're bringing
the war home to the Sinhalese.
This is real terrorism.”

Rival faction: At a strength
of roughly 2,500, the LTTE is the
most disciplined and mest doctri-
naire of the five main separatisc
groups, In the past three wecks

its men have clashed with 2
rival faction, the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organization (TELO}) in
and around the narthern district
of laffna. Last week, following
pitched gun and grenade battles,
LTTE claimed supremacy aver the
northern provinee afeer killing 175
TELO members, including TELO's
leader Sri Sabaratnam.

Vhoever planted the bembs in
Colombo, did the job with preci-
sion, In the airplane blast, terra-
rists found a loophele in  Alir
Lanka's wall of security, repartedly
concezling explasives in perishable
produce, including vegetables and
mesat, which was not inspected
stringently before being [loaded
ente the plana. The explosion
killad 17 people, mostly foreigners
headed for wvacation in Maldives.
A government official said the
bomb that wrecked the interior
of the telegraph building was a
sophisticated  “Lebanon = style"
device,

The timing of the blasts was
part of the message, They erupted
almost exactly one year after
Tamil guerrillas killed |46 Sin-
halese and fired on a Buddhist
shrine in  Anuradhapura, More
significantly, the Air Lanka explo-
sion caincided with the wvisic to
Colombo by Indian mediators wha
were holding talks with govern-
ment leaders on the Tamil problam,
India has huge stake in the issue;
the 1983 violence criggered *a
Tamil exodus abreoad, and some
125,000 Tamils headed te the
southern Indian state of Tamil
Madu. from which many of their
ancestors emigrated. That number
includes up to 5,000 guerrillas and
many of their leaders, who fre-
quently strike at 5ri Lanka across
the 20-mile—wide Palle Strait,
Last week NEWSWEEK's Mew
Delhi Special Correspondent Sudip
Mazumdar visited the LTTE base
in Madras. His report.

Cutside the yellow two-storey
house on a suburban street, the
young Tigers, seme of them still

in their teens, sat chatting unob-
trusily, But they kept an alert
eye on the passers-by, and some
hid automatic weapons under their
shirts. |Inside, portraits of the
Guevara and Lenin hung aleng-
side a duster of shocking photo-
graphs — what the tigers insist
are evidence of Sri Lankan army
atrocities against Tamil civilians.
A litele girl, her ribeage split
open, The unashed head of a
teenager, A charred torso, "'VWe
are fighting a battle against hate
terrorism and genocide,”” says
Anton Balasingham, an LTTE spok-
esman and theoretician. *'Jaye-
wardene wants to wipe out the
Tamils. We are ready to carry
on the batcle wntil we establizh
a Tamil nation." (Atrosities,
howevear, have been astcibuced
to both sides).

Smuggling and piracy: Work-
ing out of their base in Tamil
Madu, the guerrilla groups have
recruited young warriors from the
links of the refugees. Some are
devored revolutionaries, but others
are idevoid of deology, indulging
In smuggling and piracy. Easy
access to weapons, which are used
in training long deserted stret-
ches of the Indian seashare, In-
creases their treat, The Tigers
also pose a huge problem for
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
Tamil Madu is not enly hame ta
50 millien Indian Tamils but is
alse an Important power base in
Indian policies. Rimmed in as ic
is by interpational policical can-
cerns and domestic political reali-
ties by Gandhi's efforts to broker
some sort of settlement have so
far yiclded few results,

In the face of the Ilaborious
negotiations, layawardene and his
military command have insisced
that the Tamil agitation is tan.
tamount to terrorism, requiring
a “military solutien," and the
president vowed to crush the
gurrillas by the end of the year.
Security forces bombed and stra-
fed areas around laffna, the nor-
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thern most districc the home to
about half of the country's 2.7
million Tamils. The escalating
conflict has peaked more and more
funds into Colombo defense budger.
Still, two months age military
commanders conceded that they
could not guarantee a military
victory no matcer how much cash
they get.

Some Sri Lankans had hoped
the terrorist eruptions would jalt
layewardene into tackling the Tamil
problem with greater urgency.
And in fact the day after the
Air Lanka bembing, government
representatives and the |ndian
mediatars agreed upon the most
cancrete proposals yet for a poli-
tical sectlement. “'The Indian game
plan involves a substantial develu-
tion of power to Tamil-speaking
areaz, which would isolate Tamil
extremists and encourage modera-
tes and a couple of the guerrilla
groups to give it a try," said
one source close to the talks,
Yec a similar flurry of activity
followed the May 1985 massacre

at  Anuradhapura; Jayewardene
met with Rajiv Gandhi in MNew
Delhi, a ceasa—fire was declared
and, at secret talks in  Bhuran,
representatives from Celombo met
for the first time with the Tamil
scparatists.  Within two months
the cease—fire unraveled and the
negotiations fizzled because neither
side would bend,

Teo little, too late? Now just
about any government proposal
could prove too little, oo late
layewardene doesn't have much
room ta compromise: the scrident
opposition party is poised to wave
the flag of Sinhalese Buddhist
nationalism If he goes too far,
At the seme time the undisputable
dominant guerrilia group is now
LTTE, which is alsa the laase
amenable te a political secclement
and the furthest from India’s
sphere of influence. "“LTTE has
an effective veto on any political
selution,'' said a Tamil spokesman,
“and is sending a no-compromise
message to all the players.”

layewardene hasn’t changed his
tune either. In response to the

Sri Lanka’s Killing Fields

A vengeful cycle of violence goes on and on

WEdnasday. lune |l — a day
in the life of Sri Lanka,

Passengers in the ecastern port
ciey of Trincomalee szettle in for
the long, hot six-hour bus ride
ta Colombo when a hidden time
bomb explodes. Minutes later,
anly a hundred yards away, a second
bemb rips through 2 bus bound
for the town of Kontalai. The
two blasts kill more than 20 people
and injure at least 70 others.
Later in the day anocther bomb-
this one hidden in a rickshaw-
expledes cutside a movie theater
in Colembo; 3 more people are
killed and 36 Injured. Back in the
narth, Tamil separatists claim thar
they have killed 19 Sri Lankan
sailors in a mortar attack. The

assaule, they say, comes in retalia-
tion for a reported massacre che
previous day in which they charge
that Navy seamen murdered more
than 20 Tamil fishermen.
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The day's killing typified the
czcle of viclence that has turned
the island into a batcleground
every bit as deadly as Lebanon
and  Punjab.  Tamil rebels who
have been battling the Colombo

government since 1983 showed
again last week that they are
willing to terrorize the nation

with random bombings to press
for the creation of an independent
homeland in the northern region
of the country. President lunius
layewardene's military has earned
solled reputation for excesses of
its own. Neither side has shown
much genuine interest in negotia-
ting a peaceful settlement, despite
the mediation efforts of Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
Reason to fear: There is lictle
hope for an early end to the
Sri Lankan terrorism, and every
reason to fear for che future.
"I think terrorists will make more
attempts to explode bombs at

bombings, last week he appealed
once more to friendly councries
for more aid and more guns to
fight the guerrillas. Already more

than |,600 Sri Lankan security-
force members have undergone
training in Pakistan. A  handful

of lsraeli advisers instructed Srj
Lankans in intelligence techniques
Colombo also hired ex-commandos
of the private British firm Keanic
Meenie Services to provide advan-
ced  counterinsurgency training,
and Wastern mercenaries from
KMS were sighted last  week
commanding helicopter gunships.
With the violence spinning nearly
out of control, some residents
predicted that in a few years
foreigners from various nations
might be struggling to keep the
peact just as in other countries
torn by hopeless strife, That could
be overly pessimistic. Szill, afcer
last  week Sri  Lanka — called
“Serendib’ by ancient mariners
— had tragically earned its new
nickname — *'the Lebanen of Scuth
Asia, "

— MNEWSWEEK

places where people gather, such
as hotels, railway stations, bus
halts, government departments and
big shops,” National Securicy
Minister  Lalith  Athulachmudali
warnad last week., The same day,
48 hours after the Trincomales
bombings, a government helicopter

flew over Tamil strongholds in
the norchwest and scrafed two
rebel trucks, repartedly Killing

26 guerrillas Residents of the
predominantly Tamil village of
Ichchilampatei alse sajd chat men
dressed in Army uniforms had
attacked them, killing 21 people
and burning most of the homes.
The government confirmed tha:
the slaughter had taken place but
said that the attackers may enly
have been posing as soldiers, Tha:

seemed doubtful, bur even if i:
were true, there is little doubs:
that Tamil rebels will seize o=

the murders as an excuse to sesi
FeYenge once again, — NEWSWEEK




GUARDIAN

Humphrey Hawksley reports from Trinco on the ruthless campaign to win
control over the region and clear out the Tamil inhabitants

How the battile for Trincomalee was won

IF Sri Lanka's civil war has a
franc line ar all it Is in the district
of Trincomalee on the norch—east
coast. Five years ago, when Trinco-
malee's sweeping coral beaches
were being developed for the
package tour industry, the Tamils,
the Sinhalese and the Moslems
lived side by side in roughly equzl
numbers in what seemed to be a
fine example of ethnic harmony.

Mow a visitor only has to drive
a few miles, passing through seccle-
ments of each community, to see
what has happened: the Tamil
villages are deserted and the
houses burnt. In 2 ruthless, but
effective campaign, the Govern-
ment has driven the Tamils out
of their homes and into refugee
camps or. to the predominantly
Tamil northern province,

“You have to ask why has chere

been no  campaign te win the
hearts and minds of the Tamil
people in this crisis,” =aid one

Tamil lawyer. It's because the
palicy has been to scarch, destray,
and re-locate, and you can't have
both. And when yeu look at it in
the clear light of day the Govern-
ment has won Trincomales.'”

There used to be about Afifry
Tamil wvillages in the Trincomaleo
district. The only big ones remain-
ing are Sambaltivu znd Milaveli,
abour ten miles north of Trince-
malee jtself. These are concrelled
by Tamil guerrillas,

Milaveli has =2
about 3,000, Ic also has 2,500
refugees most from che fishing
village of Kuchchevili, another 15
miles north. A year ago, as part
of a general sweep against Tamil
villages In the district, Kuchche-
vill was destroyed.

population of

Cne of the refugees, a 48-year
—old fisherman known as Tammy,
said the solders arrived with
armoured czars, firing wildly. Then
a helicopter appearad and started
shooting, Several people wers
killed or wounded, but he did not
know how many. He and his nine
—-year-old son ran into the jungle,

About 1,500 people were hiding
there without food or water and,
said Tammy, they were terrified
to go anywhere. This huge band
gradually disappeared. Most of
tnem walked chrough the jungle
to Milaveli where for che past year
they have been living in camps.

Later, Tammy tried te return
te his village. He said he was told
by soldiers there that he should
forget any ideas about living in
Kuchcheveli again. He should go to
laffna, in the Morth, because that
was where the Tamils belonged.

Other refugees tell of atrocities,
One said he had bezen told he was
being taken to hospital to have his
wolinds treated. |nstead a naval
rating gashed the wound with a
knife, Another saw a boy being
beaten to death in a bus, A
third asked for water, and was
given a thick medicine,

In Movember, a new commanding
officer, Brigadier Harsha Gune-
ratne, arrived in Trincomalae
marking what appeared to be an
end to the steady stream of killings
of Tamil civilians. He said undis-
ciplined soliders were punished
and that the Tamil refugees could
return home. He would look into
the reports from the Kuchcheveli
fishermen.

He said | must also visit a
Sinhalese refugee ecamp, which |
did. There was litcle differencs
between the squalor of the camps,
except that chere was no evidence
of scabies among the Sinhalese
refugees and chere was a permanent
medical officer., Scabies was rife
in the Tamil camps and there
was no medical officer. When a
helicopter flew over che Sinhalese
camp the children waved, When

one flew over the Tamil camp
everyone instinctively scattered
for cover.

Brigadier Guneratne gave me

lunch on the terrace of his large
bungalow at the British-built naval
base overlooking China Bay —a

symbal of the Tamil ecampaign
because the the guerrillas say they
need Trincomalee's natural harbaur,
one of the finest in the woarld,
to mzke their envisaged homeland
of Tamil Eelam economically viable.

The 55-year-aold brigadier has
carried out three military apera-
tions against guerrilla scrongholds
ta asserc his contral over Trince-
malee since the beginning of the
year, He said the area — with
IB army camps — was now mare
or less secure, but admitted that
Milaveli was still in guurrillahands.

“We

o
soon,

will have to take that
he said, "'But thereis no
major threat because they ecan
neither move north ner south
from there.'

| asked him about the recent
landmine atcack on  an  army
which killed 25 scldiers and five
civilians.

“That was negligence,"’ he said,
“They should have been travelling
at walking pace, checking the
culvercs for landmines,'”

| asked him about the mazsacre
by Tamil guerrillas of 30 Sinhalese
villagers the previous weekend —
the Tamil attempt to keep Sinha-
lese settlers from maving inte the
gastern province. The brigadier
sajd he was doubling cthe screngeh
of the civilian milicia, known as
the homeguard, from 2,500 e 5,000,

But could he say that Trinco-
malee was really under his control?
“You <can never stop all the
atcacks. As long as there Is a
terrorist in the jungle they <an
strike. That is where the politi-
cians come in.'" he said,

After lunch, | heard that men
thought toe be homeguards had
murdered four members of a Tamil
farming family, including a two-
year-old bey, in a midnight raid
on a remote farmhouse,

Mr Kandaratnam Sivapalan, a
f5-vear—old human rights worker,
saicly that although the search,

(Continued on page 24)
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Ethnic gap widens

Barbara Crossette

COLOMBO

Amang the people affected by
the days and nights of vie-
lence (in July 1983) was the poat
Anne Ranasinghe, A German Jew
who had  fled Mazi rule as =
child, married a Sinhalese scholar
and come to live in Colombo.
Mrs. Ranasinghe shocked by the
ethnic violence, felt haunted again
by her past. Ina poem “luly 1983
she mused that she ‘used to
wonder about the Nazi killers
and those who stood and watched
the killing’,

She continued:

Forty years later

once more there is burning

the night sky bloodied, violent
and abused . . |

The ethnic violencs in narthern
Sri Lanka, illustrated by the
Wednesday actack in Trincomalee
that left more than 20 dead, is

teuching the capital, Celombo,
farther south.
The result s growing fear,

Warniees becween echnic groups
has been heightenezd, shattering the
confidence of a cosmopolitan city
that was once a madel of progress
and development for southern
Asia,

But Colombo's residents say
the new climate of vialence, in
which an airliner has been des-
troyed, a train bombed and sevearal

public  buildings damaged, may
only be the latest and nast
traumatic stage of an alienacian

Process that began in this |ndian
Ocean port 30 years ago,

“Even if the ethnic Tamil-
Sinhalese  conflice weare setcled
tomorrow,” a Sinhalese resident
said, *'this city would remain

deeply divided

Both Sinhalese and Tamils attri-
bute the splic to Eovernment
policies, especially the Official
Language Act of {956, in which
Sinhala replaced English as the

14

official tongue. Such policies, they
say, split residents along ethnic
lines and eroded the linguistic
link that might have made the
separation of ethnic groups less
complete.

Tamils say the effect of the
language act and other laws was
to eclipse their language and to
ghettoize their people, who then
suffered greater discrimination at
work and in school. Ethnic Sip-
halese make up 80 percent of
the city's population,

Children are now educated in
the language of their parents,
without exceptions, a Sri Lankan
official said.

“In che slogan ‘Sinhala in only
24 hours,’ we lost our link lan-
guage, English,”" a Sinhalese jour-
nalist said. “That began a great
divide that has widencd over the
years. Children now go to segre-
gated schools or study in sepa-
rate streams in the same schoaol.
They don't get to know other
people of their own age group
unless they meet them outside.”

Sinhala natioenalism was Intre-
duced by the Sri Lankan Freedom
Parcy formed in 1951 by Solo-
mon Bandaranaike, who served as
prime minister from 956 to 1959
His son is now the oppesition
leader,

A Sinhala—speaking writer said
the policies barn  of Sinhala
nationalism were so pervasively
applied that in 1983, when ram-
paging Sinhalese mobs  attacked
Tamils in Colombo after the am-
bush of an army patrol, they
had voter-registration lists idan-
tifying Tamil families.

The 1983 attacks an Colomba's
Tamil homes and businesses cost ac
least 500 lives and led to the flizhe
of more than half the city's 200,000
Tamils,

The Tamils who remained say
the process of rebuilding has been
difficult, most of all for their chil-
dren. One father noted that chil-

dren quickly learn to swicch off
television programs broadeast in
the "other [anguage.

Meelam Tiruchelvam, a Tamil
lawyer and political leader who
studied at the University of Ceylon
and at Harvard in the Unijced
States, said the current geperation
of national leaders was the last (g
be educated in the clite secondary
schools that were ethnically and
linguistically integraced.

Royal College, his own school,
produced the leaders who would
head every major political party,
including the Communists, he said,
fes  graduates included [eftists,
rightists, Tamils, Sinhalese and
the people of mixed Eurspean and
Asian descent known as Burghers,

“The richness of education we
had as children, when our school-
mates came from every back-
ground, is gone,"' Mr. Tiruchelvam
said. "'When you lose that, you lose
something fundamental,”’

About 20 percent of Colombo's
three million peepleare Christians.
Priests and pastors say that their
churches, as outsiders to the con-
flict batween the Tamil Hindus and
Sinhalese Buddhists, wage a con-
tinuing battle against palarization.

At the century—old St. Lueia's
Roman Catholic Cathedral, a visitor
can cbserve three priests saying
mass as a ceam in Tamil, Sinhzlz
and English,

"We use the three languages in
one mass because the people don's
want separation, chey dan't want
struggle," said the Reverend Cani-
sius Moraes, a Sinhala speaker.

T.D.5.A. Dissanayaka, a Foreigr
Ministry official who soon will be-
come 5ri Lanka's ambassador co
Yugoslavia, said the Christizn
churches in Sri Lanka had to cope
with a difficulc legacy after the
country gained indepandence fro—
Britain in 1948, Christianity was
regarded as “the religion of the
conquerar,”

(Continued on page 18)
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A decision that doesn’t seem right

he decision by the Tamil

United Liberation Frent not
to atrend the meeting of regis-
tered political parties scheduled
for June 25 In Colombo to recsive
and discuss the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment's proposal relating to the
devolution of power at the pro-
the Morthern and

vincial level in
Eastern provinces of the island
does net seem  the right one

gither in principle or as a tactical
responsa. The TULF has, In its
telegram to the Sri Lankan
President, Mr. 1. R. Jayawerdene,
elaborated on the considerations
gnd fogic that made it arrive at
this decision and ironically, itis
the combination of factors referred
to which argues that participt-
tien In an open-minded way in
policical exercise would be the
sound course. The TULF's abjec-
tion to Mr. Jayawardene playing
three or four tracks simultaneously
is certainly valid. Track One is
the continuance of the search
for a negotiated political sectle-
ment between the Sri Lankan
Government and the Tamil orga-
nisations using India’s good offices
as the key. There are two basic
or substantive experiences rele-
vant to this track involving only
the TULF, the “moderates’’, the

former elected representives of
the §ri Lankan Tamils, in ths
first round of the negotiating

exarcise; and bringing in the five
major Tamil militant organisations
aleng with the moderates directly
into the process. Although the
lacter course seemed to carry
some advantages in that the entire
specerum of Tamil political and
military  activity seemed now
covered, the experience of thc
“ceascfire’ and the Thimpu peace
conference in 1985 demonstrated
the fallacies of * this approach
from an Indian policy srandpoint,
From late-1985, India’s good
offices in helping Sri Lanka find
a negotiated political way out of
the malignanc situation has returned
to the approach of invelving only
the TULF in this round; the hope,
of course, is that once a decent
basis for a political secclement
is identified and the gap on the

substantive issues concerning deve-
lucion is narrowed, a serious effart
can  be undertaken to persuade
the militants to go along and
give this package a chance. The
success of Track One presupposes
firmness in  the Indian policy
position on the core issues figuring
in the political aspirations of the
Sri Lankan Tamils, a skilful and
flaxible approach to methodology

and timing, =and an unwavering
commicment to a moderate  but
subscantive solution offering a

decent measure of self-adminiscer-
ing opportunities within the frame-
work of a united 5ri Lanka. Any
objective or fair reading of the
experience would make it clear
thar it Is the Jayewardene ad-
ministration and itz handling of

this policical track which sub-
verted the promise that emerged
in late — |983 with ghe Annexure

C model and the opportunities

of building up ctowards cheir
aspirations that [t effered the
Tamils. The latest "clarifications”

sent to MNew Delhi are obviously
meant to keep Track One alive.

The pursuic of Track Two —a
brutal milicary siratagy targeting
in practice innocent Tamil civilians
far maore than militants — has
undermined the crodibility of
Colomba’s professions towards a
negotiated political solution. The
outrage of the May milicary offen-
sive in the Morth, the terroristic

act of bombing the heart of
civilian Jaffna from the air and
the ignominiously bungled effore
te ‘'‘conquer’” jt as cthough it
wore the capital of a medieval

enemy state walting to be looted,
burnt and destroyed, angered and
compleced the alienation of the
Sri Lankan Tamil component of
the island. The timing of this
outrage was notable: it followed
immediately upon a visit by an
Indian delegation led by Mr. P.
Chidambaram, a Unien Miniscer,
tc take forward India's good
offices. The signs that poinc to
another milltary offensive cencring
on the laffna peninsula are deeply
worrying — this delusion is the
particular specialisation of the
Minister for Mational Securicy,

Mr. Athulachmudali,
sents a hawkish and completely
untrustworthy  element  in Sri
Lankan politics. MNew Delhi must
malee it clear te Sri Lanka and
the whole world that it will
not any longer bea disinterested
spectator to any new round of
military atrocities against the
Tamils for whom there is a strong
and growing sense of solidarity

who repre-

in this nation. WWhat India can
do in response to a military
offensive  taking on  genocidal

characteristics remains to be
worked out in policy terms that
break with the superficialities of
the Rajiv-Bhandari approach of
1985 —— which in a sense lowered
the credibility of India's rele in
relation to the Tamil question
in Sri Lanka. The military ‘‘solu-
tion'' pursued by Colombo has,
of course, proved very, very
costly to the people of the
island, Sinhala, Tamil and others.
The fierce armed resistance by
the militants in the MNorth, and
their going for civilian a5 well
as military targets in the East
and the South, have made non-
sense of the claim of Jayewardene,
Athulathmudali & Co. that they
are in the process of winning

the war against "“terrorism’’. The
induction of an assortment of
reactiaonary elements, Israeli,

Pakistani and YWestern mercenary,
inte the military strategy threa-
tens — aside frem the human
rights consequences for the Tamils
— to make further inroads into
the independence of Sri Lanka's
foreign palicy. In all these ways,
the impact of Colombo’s actions
militates against India’s basic
policy interest in the reglon of
which it is an important part.

Track Three is the convening
of the multiparty conference to
present the latest official pro-
posals en provincial councils in
the MNorth and the East and
their specific powers ‘and  fune-

tiens. The decision by the SLFP
to boycott the exercise — even
while arranging to look at the

praposals cutside this forum —

(Continued on page 23}
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Profile of a Tiger

MONG the militant Tamil
greups batcling for Eelam,
ha s alredy a legend in his

comparatively shorc  lifecime, a
larger—than-life  figure  whase
military expleits and derring-do
have turned him into something
of a folk hero. Tales abound of
his unerring marksmanship and
his ability to hit a cigarecce at
a hundred paces with a piscol or

strip and reassemble a revolver
blindfolded in seconds, To his
enemies, including rival Tamil

militant groups, he is a ruthless,
blood-thirsty, over-ambitious des-
perado, intent only on self-
promation — and self-preservation.
But in the context of Sri Lanka's
increasingly bloody ethnle strife,
Velupillai  Prabalkaran, 32, has
become the predominant figure
after the brief but brutal fracricidal

battle between the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
which he heads, and the Tamil
Eelam  Liberation  Organisation

(TELO), the two meost milicarily
powerful Tamil groups. The TELO
forces were virtually wiped out
as was most  of their top
leadership, including Srisabaracnam,
Prabakaran's arch-rival for the
Tamil guerrilla |eadership.

VWich TELO virtually out of
the picture, the supremacy of
LTTE, popularly known as the
“Tigers” and  jes  chairman,
Prabakaran, is ungquestioned,
particularly after they reconfirmead
their near—total military control
over the island's  northern
peninsula, Prabakaran's writ now
runs supreme in the north, with
the LTTE not only collecting
taxes from the locals bur also
controlling law and order,

Prabakaran remains something
of an enigma. Stripped of the
propaganda hype that surrounds
him, he is still a2 mystery man
with a paradoxically low profile.
His movements are a closely-
puarded secret, but he is known
to spend most of his  time
shuttling becween  hidecuts in

l&

Tamil Nadu, sometimes crossing
the Palk Strait to dan his battle
fatigues and personally direct his
troops in combac,

Born on Movember 26, 1954, in
Sri Lanka’s northern coastal town
of Velvettichurai, he belongs to
the fishing caste though his father

was an  educated government
servant  employed as a district
land officer. As a student, he

was inspired by historical milicary

heroes like Alexander the Great
and Mapolean Bonaparte and by
Indian  freedom  fighters like

Bhagat Singh and Subhash Chandra
Bose. As he says: | was a
studicus boy in school, confined
to reading boocks at  home.”
VWhan he was four years old,
he "was witness to the racial
riots of [958 and virtually grew
up listening to stories of the
brutalities commicted by the Sri

Lankan army on the Tamil
population,

He was a ctudent when he
began playing an active role in
organising protest movements
against  the Government and

acquired a Marxist image. When
he was 16, in protest against
the Government's discriminatory
education policy, the ‘revelu-
tionary youth', as he describes
his fellow—travellers, discanced
themselves from the existing
Tamil peolitical party and formed
the Revolutionary Youth Federa-
tion.

Frabakaran was |7 when he
jeined the “armed struggle' and
began learning how to use hand
grenades and small-bere revelvers,
One  version has it that he
received some military craining
in Cuba. Whatever the rtruth,
he rose rapidly in the guerrilla
hierarchy as  the movement
expanded. In 1972, he was
confident enaugh of his leadership
zbilities to form the Tamil New
Tigers which he renamed zs the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
in 1976, appointing himself as

chairman of the organisation's
central commitee and commander-
in—chief of its military wing.

As a ruthless guerrilla fighter
dedicaced to spilling *the last
drop of blood” for Eelam,
Frabakaran's name first hit the
headlines in 1975 when he
assassinated Jaffna mayor Alfred
Duraiappa. He also personally
led the group that ambushed a
military convoy in 1983, killing
13 soldiers and triggering off the
1983 Colombe riots. Says Tilakar
of LTTE, a delepate to the
Thimpu ralks: “He is always
intensely alert. This has helped
him in our fights against the Sri
Lankan army. He has an uncanny
hunch about impending military
attacks, helping him escape numer-
ous actempts te capture him."

Prabakaran s the chief architect
of the highly—disciplined and well
—entrenched milicary set-up of
the LTTE chat has been medelled
on Fidel Castro’s original guer-
rilla  movement. It is a tightly
—~contralled organisation that has

managed to keep its strategy
and maovements secretr through
public  executions of alleged
informers, All LTTE members

keep a vial of cyanide on their
person in case they are captured
and tortured, However, Praba-
karan’s war againse TELQ has
been seen as part of his growing
leadership ambitiens.  Says V.
Balakumar, convenor of the Eelam
Revalutionary Organisation: Ul
timacely, leadership is something
which will have to be conferred
on you by the peaple. It is
not right to think that your
status ~ will go  up if you
artificially build an aura around
ourself.” Qther militant groups
f;a\fe criticised his recent penchant
to fssue instructions te his men
in the bartlefied from the safety
of his Tamil Madu hidesuts and
there are strong rumours cthat
his military authority is beginning
to be questioned by his districs
cammanders,




But in  terms
Prabakaran has always set =
personal example, He doesn't
drink or smoke, tea or coffec
are taboo and he is very strict
about field training and exercise.
There s considerable mystery,
however, about the source of
LTTEs seemingly limitless funds.
The &ri Lankan  Government
believes he is being funded by
the communist bloc which he
denles vehemently. But in the
current conflagration, Prabakaran's
destiny is linked inextricably
with the Eelam struggle and the
legend can only grow larger.

of discipling,

Dark—skinned, with  close-
cropped hair, a bushy moustache
and a disarming smile on his
thick lips, Prabakaran looks the
antithesis ~ of  the legendary
dreaded cterrerist  that he is
supposed to be. He looks maere
like a prosperous and pleasant—
mannered  family man, which,
incidentally, he alse is. His wife
Madivadani has just given birth
to their sccond child, Dwaraka,
a week-old last fortnight. Praba-

karan is not normally  accessible
to the media. Last forcnight,
however, he made an exception

for INDIA TODAY when he
agreed to speak to  Assistant
Editer PRABHU CHAWLA and
Madras  Correspondent §. H.
VENKATRAMANI in the LTTE's
Indira Magar eoffice in  seouth
Madras for an interview. Excerpts:

Q. What, in your view, will
be the next chapter of the Sri
Lankan problem?

A. 5ri Lankan President J. R.
Jayewardene (IR} will come to
the negotiating table only if he
been zble to gain some military
advantage. Till then, he will only
be continuing the military option.

Q. Don't you thirk itis pos-
sible for the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment with all its resources to
ultimately militarily crush your
movement?

A. JR! may think be canfind a
military selution to the ethnic
problem. But he can only succeed
in bringing about genocide on a
large scale. We have with us

young boys who are willing to
die ene afcer another till we are
able to achieve our objective,

Q. How do you estimate

LTTE'S strength vis-a-vis the
5ri Lankan Army!?

A. | cannot reveal any military
secrets, but we have the capability
ta send the army out. | can

assure you that LTTE is capable
of mabilising enough support to
defear the Sri Lankan army,

Q. Do you have a specific
time frame for achieving an
independent Tamil state of
Eelam!?

A. | can't say specifically when
we will attain Eelam. But we
will cercainly attain it. [l will
also to a certain extent depend
on the international situation, the
economic pressures that Celombo
faces and will face because of
our armed struggle, Once his
foreign supporters realise that JRJ
is not capable of helding the
country tegether they will desert
him. His guns, bombs and tanks
have not been able to deter us
from launching a sustained offen-
sive aginst his regime,

. But don’t you think you
can negotiate an honourable
settlement with the Sri Lankan
Government?

A. We have crossed the stage
of being able to visualise a solution
within the framework of a uniced
Sri Lanka, V¥e have come to a
point of no return with regard
to the Eelam ideal,

Q. What is the geographical
territory you want to liberate
as Eelam?

A, Eelam was already existing.
There was a distinet Tamil home-
land, WWe are now trying only
to retrieve that,

Q. Have you yourself been on
the field?

A, Yes, | have taken part in
a number of military operatiens.
In fact, in our group, all of us
have to.

Q. What was your first impor-
tant military operation?

AL My first major military encoun-
ter was in |975 when | shot and
killed tha fermer mayor of laffna,
Alfred Duraiappa.  Subsequently
| have taken parc in a number
af military actions of our group:
| was very much there in the
Milavell operations, and | led the
ambush on cthe military convoy
that killed 13 seldiers in Tinneveli
in 1983,

Q. Can you tell us how many
people you have personally killed
in the course of military struggle!?

A, | cannot tell you that, but
| have been in a number of our
milicary actions, | can operate

every thing from a pistol te a
rocket—ranger,

Q. What were the reasons
for your waging a war on TELO?
Don’t you think disunity among
the militants can only weaken
your movement?

A, In our scruggle we have to
adopt a unified approach. Any
disunity among us will be a weak-
ness for the entire Tamil movement,
But it Is precisely this disunity
that was developing. In my opinion-
there must enly be one deminant
milicant group to lead the strug-
gle. And it is we Tigers who
were able to foil the Sri Lankan
Army's offensives in many cases.
And it is very dangerous for the

Sri Lankan  Army to deal with
a single unified movement. It Is
a single unified Tiger movement
now.

Q. But couldn’'t you have

brought about unity by discus-
slons?

A, How could we discuss any-
thing with the other groups when
they were themselves hopeless|y
disuniced wichin?

Q. ls eliminating the other
groups the only way to a unifled
approach?

A, We did not wipe out any

movement, YWe cnly taught TELO
a lesson. TELO was killing our
LTTE leaders, and if we had not

tackled them the Tiger movement
would have gradually ceased to
exist. You will appreciate that
even when we had problems with
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the Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Fronc, we were Very
patienc. Ewven in the case of TELO,
though around 100 milicants were
killed, we only took inte custody
over 400 TELO fighter and seized
their arms and ammunicion, The
only principle was that these
pEDp[E necd not wield arms if
they cannot fight the real enemy.
While our cadres were FEAH}I'
keeping the 5ri Lankan Army at
h:a],', these other groups were
indulging in ancisecial activities.
And Jaffna pecple said it was
good for us to take total charge
of the liberation movement.

Q. What do you say to Jaye-
wardene calling you terrorists?

A, Wo are not terrorists, We
are the representatives of people
who want to get out of the
clutches of state terrorism,

Q. What is your reply to
Jayewardene's allegation that you
are getting arms from communist
countries?

A If | was gerting arms from
communist, councries, | would have
given you an interview in Tamil
Eelam.

What political set-up do you
visualise for Tamil Eelam?

AL lc would be a socialist state
of Tamil Eelam. And chere would
be a single political party sup-
ported by the pecple. | am
cpposed to the multi-party demo-
cracy. It s through the one-
party rule chat we can dE'fE]D;}
the Eelam faster. In a socialistc
set up pecple's needs are more
impartant.

Q. Would you have parlia-
mentary democracy?

A, Mo, it would be a people's
democracy, a model similar to
that of Yugoslavia where paople
elect a single parcy,

Q. What kind of foreign policy
would you like to follow?

A, We will definitely like to
be closer to the socialist block
because these are the ones wha
are helping us naw.

2. Do you go to Jaffna thesa
days?

lg

A, My movements are a secret,
But all my cadres are my trusted
lieutenants, They keep in couch
with me.

@, LTTE has the
of having a strict
conduct. . .7

reputation
code of

A, We do impoze a meral code,
For example, we do allow our
members to marry, but we
wouldn't allow laose morals. We
don't allow our members to drink,
and they generally don't smoke.

Ve ensure a life within social
norms,
Q. Jayewardene accuses Yyou

of launching your military strug-
gle from Indian soil. How do
you react to that?

A, Our struggle is taking place
in Eelam., We are conducting the
war there, And when necessity

arises we will go there, We
have no desire to fight from
here. YWe are here to carry an

an incernational political cam-
paign and not to launch a military
struggle.

@. Can you name some of the
countries which are helping Jaya-
wardenel

A. Racist and authoritarian go-
vernments like South Africa, Pakis-
tan, and lsrael, and of course the
SAS mercenaries.

Q. What is your equation with
the Government of India now!?

A, The Government of India
is sympathetic to our cause.
QOur being allowed to stay here
also shows the magnanimity of
the Indian Gavernment. India has
been good encugh to give refuge
to all our exiled political leaders.

Q. What is your response to
the Government of India’s
mediatory efforts?

A, We fully support the Govern-
ment of [ndia’s peace initiatives:
We support India’s role fully,

. But India wants a solu-
tion within the frame-work of
a united Sri Lanka. Whereas
you are bent on Eelam. Doesn’t
that mean you are at cross
purposes with India?

A. We are representing the
palitical aspirations of our peocple.
We don't chink the Government
of Indiz will go against the aspira-
tions of our people, India's support
is Important to us. But we also
have a right to self-decermination.

Q. What will you do if Rajiv
asks you to get out because he
doesn’t take kindly to terrorism?

A, We don't think Rajiv  will
ask us to pack our bags, But then
if we are asked to go we will
have to go. Our homeland s
always walting for us with open
arms. But we are convinced that
he has full sympathies with the
Tamil people,

— INDIA TODAY

Ethnic . ..
(Continued from poge [4)

Taking a visitor te Colombe's
new Anglican cathedral, wheare he
accends services, Mr. Dissanayaka
said that Chriscian leaders had
developed “enlightened policies”
to meet the challenge, and had
earned a libaral reputation as a
resulc,

When the Archbishop of Canter-
bury recently visited the cathedral,
which is built in Sri Lankan archi-
tectural scyle, Buddhist monks
were given prominent places in the
congregation, he said.

Mr. Tiruchelvam, who represents
a moderate Tamil political move-
ment that would like to reach
an acceptable settlement with the
central government, acknowledged
that pockets of ecumenism and lib-
eralism still existed in Colombe.

But he said he feared that the
city's middle class, '‘which sup-
ported these liberal qualities and
gave the city its EDSI‘I'IDPG“tEI..‘I
air,’" had changed.

“This very progressive, creative
segment has become deeply polar-
ized, almosc filled with bigocry,”
he said. ''The educatad middle
class are the caretakers of our con-
science. But they are failing to
carry out that role.”

— NEW YORK TIMER




Towards N. A. M. 8

South Africa raises
the NAM Curtain

The tth summit of Nonaligned
States opens in Harare, the
capital of Zimbabwe, in Septem-
ber. As usual the largest com-
munity of States outside the U, N.
will take up questions that have
been on the MAM agenda for
two decades, such as the cluster
of issue covered by the Third

world’s demand for a MNew lnter-
national Econamic Order. But
the focus of NAM ‘'Summit® is

often determined by the urgen-
cies af the moment. E‘n}r a4 coin-
cidence, world attention iz char-
ply focussed righl: now on the

struggle in South Africa which
of course is of the most direct
concern and importance to the
host of the Bth summit, Zim-
babwe, one of the targets of a
South African Air Force attack
only a few months age. Interes-
tingly, another victim of South
African aggression was  Zambia,
the hest of 3rd summit,
Pretoria’s pretext was that

Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe
were sanctuaries for the African
Mational Congress, the organisa-
tion spearheading the liberation
struggle in AZANIA today Since
suppert  for national liberation
mavements is as much a cardinal
principle and commitment of the
M.AM. as much as the struggle
against Racism, the South African
lssue, which Is In any case has
a2 magnetic hold on International
actention at . the moment, will
nevitably over—shadow all other
questions at the Harare confarence.
In the run up to the Summit,
the L. G. plans to publish com-
mentaries on beth genaral and
specific issues.

Mon-alignment, despite  the
word [tself, is not so much an
ceology as an international move-
ment with same broad idecle-
giczl bases. The growth of the
movement, particularly the rapid
norease in numbers and the hete-

rogenity of the pation-scates and
governments joining the organisa-
tion, has quite logically contri-
buted to greater flexibilicy than
to rigidicy. Membership of the
mavement also defines the declared
foreign policy of each member—
state, But that foreign poelicy,
in practice, of course is conducted
by the government of each coun-
try, and regimes change,

Ceontributing z2lso to the flexi-
bility —and in a sense to the
dynamism — of the movement is
the rich diversity of cultures
which characterise the N. A. M.
The cumulative impact of all these
influences on the movement as a
wheole was ably expressed by
Prof. K. P. Misra, Dean of the
School of the Interpational Studies
at MNehru University in his con-
tribution to “The Principles of
Monalignment'. An internatio-

nally recagnised interpreter of
non-alignment, the theory and
praceice, Prof, Misra observed:

“These countries belong te diffe-
rent continents and cultures, cheir
nature and level of socio-eco-
nomic development is not the
same, their geo-political compul-
sions  vary considerably, cheir
historical experience is distinctive,
and abeve zall, the internacionzl
political  perspective  of  their
ruling elite, theugh broadly similar,
are far from identical'’,

Although Prof. Misra's general
cbservation on the affective fac-
tors that shape the collective
character of M. A.M. and condi-
tion the individual behaviour of
member—scates can be accepted
as valid, it is also necessary to
stress at the same time the
prevalence of ideas  which have
helped not only to keep the
mavement alive but to maintain
its surprisingly high degree of
cohesion, The present writer's
own contributien to the same
collection of essays notes, vis-a-vis

FOREIGN
NEWS

the issue of 'de-colonising infor-
mation':

“But whatever the preocccupa-
tions of the movement act any
Eiven time or definable period,
the non-aligned community has
held on steadfastly to an aim
which we must accept as its
central or core value: an end to
domination, Mothing illuscrates

this beccer than the basic docu-
ments which punctuate the move-

ment's  history. “‘Domination’’
and associated [deas like ‘‘sub-
ordination'” and ‘“dependence',

together wich connected phrases
such as "“in all its forms or
Cin any form' or “in  all its
manifestations'" have been worked
and re-worked into the move-
ment’s  literature until these
terms have entered the liturgical
lexicon™. (PRIMCIPLES OF NOM-
ALIGNMENT, THIRD WORLD
CENTRE PUBLISHERS, Landan),

lt is precisely because this
historical phenomenon of domi-
nance—dependence has now emer-
ged as the main target of the
Third  World's aspirations for
total emancipation, that is eman-
cipation beyond formal political
independence, that the efforts by
western theorists of nonalignment
to impose a different arientation
en MNLACM. have signally failad.
Such western attempts, indirectly
supported by a few nonalignad
exponents from within the move-
ment, have sought to distert the
true meaning of nonalignment,

Yes, "NON-Alignment' by defi-
nitien means not aligned to...... il
To whom! To the superpowers,
That is the broad doctrinal posi-
tion, a by-product of the global
realicy of twe power blocs which
existed when the non-alignad
mavement was farmed,

However, in practice — and this
constitutes the learning process
of M.A. M., and the increasing
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maturity of Its perception of the
complexities of the global power-
structure — Third World depen-
dence continues, despite the
transfer of political power, peace-
fully or violently, to the colonised

by their imperial mascters. The
saurces of domination were still
the eld metropolitan centres,

and its agencies were the crans-
national firms.
Sovereignty  was
meaningful without economic in-
dependence. That was the first
SECFI in self—awareness I:lﬂCaU'ic
political freedom had no substance
if it could be translated in terms
of a better life for the people.
Thus, the demand for a new
economic order grew, The second

not  fully

stage came when the Third
YWarld countries realized cthat
there was a third sphere of

near-total dependence and exploi-
tation — the field of ideoclogy
and culture, specifically communi-
cations, Again the owners and
controllers were the same metro-
politan centres, the agents ths
communication giants, In Algiers,
and mare clearly in Colambo
(5th summit) the Action Program
which Included ‘lnformation’ be-
came the second front opzned
by NAM. In both fronts, NAM
is not at war with the Soviet
Unien but with the US-|ed
western alliance,

The attempt te interpret "“non-
alignment’ by equating the two
superpowers produced many con-

cepts, including the Yugoslayv"
equi-distance theory, and more
lately the western notion of

“‘genuine non-alignment'’, meaning
again, MNAM must attack both
superpowers equally as evidence
of the genuinest of its nonalign-
ment,

This introduces the latest idea
of -tequal responsibility” i.e. the
predicament  of  Third world
nations, the burdens their peoples
must  bear, the conflicts and
tensions in different parts of the
world, can he attributed to
both superpowers and the guilt
apportioned equally to both,

Interestingly,  this  ‘theory’
accompanies the Reagan adminstra-
tion's own policy of trying to
divide and weaken N. A. M, by
dealing on a case-by—case basis,
and rejecting multi-lateralism for

20

unilageralism, in US relations
with Third World states, In
effect, it is a policy of selective
bribery, intimidation and cosrcien.

Using both  ‘concepts’ — zqual
responsibility  and  case-by-case
unilateralism, Washington rein-
forces the unusually aggressive

US policy an M. A. M. ever since
Mr. Reagan moved into the
White House,

It Is always events and actuality
that undermine  and  wreck
strategies and tactical calculations,
Like neighbouring MAMIBIA Souch

Africa presents a case of a
national liberation struggle pitted
not just against an  imperial
master but against a racist

garrison state, a stzte In which
the vast majority of the patives
do not enjoy minimum  policical
rights. Now how does Mr. Reagan,
and his ideolgical soul-mate, Mrs.
Thatcher respond to the barbarities
of  apartheid — with genuing
nonzlignment of their own kind?
Equi-distant becween the apartheld

State apd the oppressed black
population, For the second time
in months, the US and UK vetoed
a N.A. M. resolution on South
Africa,

U. S, U. K. kill
nonalighed move

on Pretoria
UMITED MATIOMNS

The United Staces and Bricain,
vetoed a resolution in the U, N,
Security  Council  to  impose
economic sanctions against Sauth
Africa. France abstained and the
|2 ather members, Including
Australia  and  Denmark, voted
for the proposal submitted by
five nonaligned States — Conge,
Ghana, Madagaskar, Trinidad and
Tobaga and the United Arab
Emirates. It was meant to censure
and punish South Africa for the
June 5 attack on the port of
Mamibe In Angola,

The  resoclution called for
suspension of all new investments
in and guaranteed export loans
to Pretoria, a ban on all new
cantracts in the nuclear field and

restrictions in sports and cultural
relations. A ban on sales of
computer eauipment and Krugger-
ranes and all other colns minced
in South Africa was also pro-
posed,

An earlier bid by the same five
countries for a selective embargo
was vetoed by the U. 5. and
Britain on May 23. Last month,
South Africa had been under fire
for attacking Zimbabwe and other
frentline neighbours.

The western powers' double
—veto left Angela in “‘despair
and frustracion.” The U. 5. and

British delegates gave thelr usual
explanations saying they wanted
to end Preroria's apartheid sys-
tem, not bring down its ecanomy.

Though a global conference on

sanctions opened in  Paris this
weelk, the French Ambassador,
Mr. Claude de Kemoularia said

time was not cpportung to apply
obligatory sanctions against South
Africa.

The vote came jusc minutes
after the L. 5. House of Represen-
tatives approved a package contain-
ing similar sanccions, But the U5,
delegate, Mr. Herbert Okun, said
his government's leng-held opposi-
tion to mandutor}r sanctions *“‘has
nat changed. Punitive econamic
sanctions would represent  an
abdication of our responsibifity
to those seeking a peaceful end
to apartheid.”

While deplering the violations

of the Angelan territory, Mr.
Peter Maxey, Bricish delegate,
zaid “*VWe remain opposed to

economic boycotts because

do not work."

they

An exasperated Angolan Ambas-
sador, Mr. Elisio de Figuiredeo,
told the council that the *history
of South Africa will be written
in blood' because that was the anly
language the racists understood.
He had a feeling of fruscration
about the usefulness of the
council in view of continued use
of veto by the U, 5. and Britain.

(Continued on page 24)



| don’t want this war

Gamini Alkmeemana

an intelleccual exercise, To
those who haven't actually been
through a passage of violence —
whether street crime, demons-
trations that become bloady riots,
or war — a lecture-hall werdict
that violence is bad lacks a gut
feeling. The shootouts always seem
like fun.

Hating vialence is not simply

Exhortatiens, or guided tours
to the killing fields, only have
very short term resilts.  As the
pragmatic Bertelt Brecht once
said, war is like love. It always
finds a way. This Is not intel-

lectual defeatism, merely a laconic
acknowledgement of what is almost
a sacred truth.

There is war, and there is also

civil war. In general, it is full—
scale war that begets anti-war
movement, People get together

and say ''WWe don’t want another
war,"" Somehow, we haven't seen
sa many placards saying, ''We
don't want another civil war."
(Though the Lebanese, once they
get back their breath, just might
say that). The reason may be
that a civil war Is a mainly do-
mestic affair which, once the
family quarrels are settled, no
one wants to mentlon the belief
that such nasty things could never
happen agzin could conceivably be
sincere,

Our big bad thing is both war
and civil war. ¥Ve are not unique
in having either, But we were
unique in the belief that these
things wouldn't happen to us.
We lived in paradise.

We no longer do. MNow there
isamacabre phenomenon in Colom-
bo. When the latest bomb goes
off, people throng the pavements
that lead to the accident ward
of general hespital. They crowd
the cumbersome pedestrian bridge
that is cleseby. As the ambul-
ances scream past and screech to
a2 hale, the faces show the result
of a mental process which has

passed through bawilderment, rage
fear — and now slow understanding,

And in that understanding of
the nature of vielence lies the
spark of rejectien; If this is what
violence can deo to people, then
we don't want it happening to
us, It's the beginning of an
instinctive movement against
violence,

Admittedly, it is a long way
from lJafina.” We have no idea
what it is like to be a civilizn
casualty of an anti-terrorist opera-
tien there. There are always

the statistics, anly comprehensible

te the cold-blooded accountants
of human error.
VWhether the bload, broken

bones and wviscera is here or there
at least it isn't anyane's exclusive
property any mere. ‘\What we
used to watch on screen and
— peaple in  Europe geoing to
war, going through war, families
separated friends, brothers, rela-
tives lost — with such complacent
detachment is now the harsh reality
of our own existence.

One thing no one can afford
to forget; violence begets violence,
To turn the other cheek Is very
well in theory, but the condi-
tioning of tradition, and the instinet
of self-preservation demand other-
wise, Yv¥e hate violence, but we
also hate those who force It upon
us. This is the wusual short—term
view. And those who feed the
nation that wars can always be
wan are walking through a dan-
gerous minefield.

History is strewn with exam-
ples of ilood}' wars which proved
to be inconclusive. The nature
of today's warfare is subtle and
self-destructive, The philosopers
are right; Iin the end, whenever
that might be, both sides lose,
From Cambodia to Lebanen and
El Salvador, this Is proving to
be the case.

And what if the war is won?
The terrorist, or fresdom fighter

(your choice) is a remarkably
obstinate man. Nething will con-
vince him that his cause is lost
As long as he can go on killing
people, left, right and centre,
he i5 convinced that he |s winning.

A5 someons put it succintly
not long ago, so ‘what are we
to do, write poems! Poetry (which
decries violence) has always been
indigestible to the promoters of
viglence, The idea is that when
real men go off te fight, the rest
fall back on poems and anti-war
sentiments, This is the macho
mentality that earncd Spanish poet
Garcia Lorea a buller through the

heart during the Spanish Civil
VWar; which got American cons-
cientious objectors branded as

traitors during the Yiet Mam War,

The fact is that we are still
far from 2 genuing anti-war mave-
ment. The feeling is thare, but
it also makes a lor of people
feel uneasy. It makes people feel
unpatriotic. Children who donate
their pocket money to the good
cause are given publicity in the
press; so how could the grown-
ups say it's bad and should be
stopped!?

Cur milicary growth is in its
infancy. The country and its people
have a massive inferiority complex
about their inability to defend
themselves. The military defici-
encieswere glaringly evident during
the 197 insurrection, when foreign
military aid had to be called in
to stop bands of tomboys with
weapons  normally used for a
rabbit-shoot. Ten years later, the
military were again hard-pressed
against bands of tombays, this
time equipped with a mind-bog-
gling arsenal.

These are the contradictions.
Ve have come to a point where
people take pride in displays of
new military strength and hard-
ware (it makes them feel more
secure). Buc they are also stun-
ned and bewildered when the
bombs go off. The governmeant

(Continued on page 24)
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Part IT

A close look at Rupavahini

Jeanne Pinto

Organisation of the News Room;
Operating Practices

As the Rupavahini newsroom
is small, it dees not need
a top-heavy hierarchy: with an
intelligent roster, key jobs can

be assigned with fairness, and an
easy movement within the unit
established, for greater enthusiasm
and efficiency.

There are, however, two posts
In any newsroom, print, radie
or television, which are permanent
and must be assigned wicth care —
the News Editor/Directer and
Copy Edicor/Chiefl Sub-Editer, TV,
in particular, tends to go outside
the arganisation to fill these posts:
and it cannot be reiterated often
enough, that thisis totally wrong
and vitiating practice.

Here, first, is the definition of
therole and requirements, based on
internaticnal, universal standards,
of the qualifications and role of the:
MNews Director/Editor

He must, above all, be a general
reportar, with a solid background
of news: he must have ‘‘come
up from the news."

He must wark incredible hours,
cover a variety of functions, have
organisational ability, a wide net-
work of contacts;—
Administrative functions

He must be responsible for:
equipment; working roscers: cor-
respondence — especially lecters to
the editor; complaints, corrections
— especially those likely to lead
te libel actions; representing che
newsroom (internally) — speak for
his staff to administration, adver-
tising, transport ‘etc: budgetary
control. He must know what to
delegate and when.
Management of personnel

Success in the newsroom de-
pends on what can be got out
of the staff: whether they are
properly motivated — and protec-
ted. Therefore, a MNews Editor/
Editor must have a knowledge of
the particular competence of mem-
bers of his staff, station officials

and key Ministry persannal: as
complete a knowledge of the
market to convey to and convinee
staff. He must be able to hold
together a variety of individuals,
with different personalities, cal-
ents, quirks; convince staff of an
“acceptable way'' of doing things;
use staff scrength, not weaknesses
~— EMCOUrage reporters ca generate
stories, seek out areas of spesiali-
sation; stand betweon ztaff and
management; be discreet with
punishments for carelessness, 1rres-

ponsibility — he should be the
ultimate decerrent.
{As this is a sensitive area,

especially where young staff are
concerned, the guidelines should be
flexible and fair — with,
verbal warning, then a written one,
never a fine, suspension perhaps.
Standard government  rules  are
unusually harsh and generally unne-
cessary in an  inscitution, which
presumes to be creative and s
anly incidentally  gevernment—
owned controlled)

first a |

The News Editor/Director must |

hava rthe respect of his staff,

And his importance in 2 small
newsroom, with limited staff re-
sources has been underlined often
by every visiting expert — the
point about one wrong appaint-
ment, In an institution influenced
by governmental practices, is that
the individual stays on and fest-
ers, infecting the area around
him incolerably: when he is finally
removed, it is with utter humi-
liation. Meanwhile, the damage
done by his incompetence ctakes
too long a time to repalr itself,

Copy Editor/Chief Sub-Editor|
Scriptwriter

This is another key post that
the TY newsroom ctends te think
it can do without,

— Every newspaper has a full

sub-sditing desk, headed by a |

qualified chief-sub,
whizh every copy passes,
Radio has a minimum of three
editors to every language, who
share responsibility for the
scripeing of every news bulle-
Lin,

through

— Television leaves the writing
of copy to reporters with
grossly uneven skills in their
particular language: and here’s
where selection on O-Level
performance shows up Inade-
quate.

The only way to ensure homo-
geneity of seript in a news bul-
letin is to assign one copy editor
te each language, who must have:
a sound knowledge of the langu-
age; a solid backzround In news:
a special “feel' for writing for
television — or specific training in
this art,

(Te be continued)

A decision, .,
(Continved from page [5)

has devalued the exercise before
it has started. To add to the
complications, the 5ri  Lankan
Government has anneunced, aim-
lessly, 1ts Intention ta implement
the proposals “unilaterally”. The
situation on the ground is extre-
mely mixed up reflecting  the
disastrous interchange of military
and political selutions — which,
at best can prolong the bloody
stalemate at a cerrain low-grade,
no—win level and, at worst, will
plunge the island nation inte
another blood bath that is cer-
tain to bring about the end of
civil society and any prospect of
Sri Lanka surviving as a unlted
entity. The TULF's decizsion, read
along with the reasons adduced
for it, appears to represent an
insufficiently  thought out and
tactically weak response to the
challenge ahead, Pressure must
be exerted on all sides, and
especially by India, on Celembe
to halt and dismantle Track Two,
But keeping an open and realistic
mind on the substantive issues,
going after half-chances and any
cpportunity to talk seriously
about the basis of 2 palitical
solution that might be acceptable
to the Tamils (whatever suspicion
one entercains about che moti-
vations on the other side) and
maintaining a democratic palicical
organisation’s independence of line
and ractics vis-a-vis militants
who might have other ideas are
equally important,

— HINDU
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i don't...
{Continued from poge 21)

says it is winning the war. And
yer, factory workers, office wor-
kers and people who board public
transport  to  get home after a
hard day’s work do not know
whether death or despair s
lurking for them in surroundings
they take for granted.

[t Is demeccracies, not hard—
line regimes, that have given
birth to anti-war movements.
Such a movement does not neces-
sarlly reflect defeatism. Ie's a
sign  of emoticnal maturicy as

well as human decency. There is
a belief, in some circles, that
anti-war movements are lefr—
oriented and  alm to undermine
the base of democracy. But isn'c
it a fact that no credible anti-
war movement has emerged from
or rather survived in, any com-
munist state! Japan's strong anti-
war sentiment become dominanc
enly afcer that country became
demacratic,

In today's uncertain geo-political
climate, every state has the right,
and should have the capability,

to defend jtself, That s all,
To blow the military role out
of proportion is to create a
snowball — which is  what hap-

pened in the Philippines, whose
military strength grew tenfold
in the Marcos era; the military
advisers demanded more and more
to put down the local jnsurrec-
tions. But the Insurgents are
still there, in ever larger numbers.

VWhether the groans of the
amputated are in Sinhala or Tamil,
the message |s the same. People
do not want to live in constant
fear, They do not want to feel
strangers in their own councry.
| cnce walked into a poor man's
house, far away, which had been
set ablaze in reprisal to an

attack elsewhere by some people |

who did not leave their calling
cards behind. The walls were
blackened, the roaf was gone,
Inside were the charred remnants
of all that the family had pos-
sessed; a bicycle, a sewing machine,
a framed photograph,
size four tennis shoes, |
want this war to go on.

don't
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a pair of |

How the Battle for . ..
{Continued from page 13)

destroy and re-locate project had
been mostly wound down, aspects
of it were still continuing., About
500 pecple were missing, Many of
them wera believed dead, In the
past two weeks two Tamil settle-
ments had been burnc down. It
was thought that homeguards were
responsible,

Mr Sivapalan has lost his two
sons In the vielence. One was
bludgeaned to death by Sinhzlese
mobs in a hospital foyer during
the communal riets of [%83 in
Colombo.  Another was shot
through the heart by a soldier at
the gate af his farmhouse in Nila-
veli a year age during the raids
on Tamil wvillages.

In response to that and seven
other murders that day, the guer-
rillas blew up the Moeanlinght
Beach Hotel, a favourite watering
hole for the security forces in the
village and initially designed far
European touriscs, Elephants now
drink cut of the swimming pool.

“There's going to be more bload
spilt," said one residenc, *‘lts
not a war we've got here. |[t's
a series of massacres.”™

—  GUARDIAN (U. K.)

South Africa...
(Continued from page 20}

Before the reselution was put
to  vare, india's  permanent
representative to the U, N. Mr.
M. Krishnan said "‘never has the
chasm botween professed wvalues
and practised politics been grea-
ter or more |udicrous. MNever
have beliefs universally cherished

and respecred  been so-  easily
flouted by a small coterie of
encrenched interescs. MNever has

the stereotype satire of the U.N.
as a forum immensely capable of

speech but flaceid and shy of
action beesn truer than in the
chrenicle of its failure in South

Afriea.

“*And, lec us not forget, never
has cthe chance to redeem our
promise besen greater than it s
now, if we only can summon the
courage and united purpose we
need."

Soviet Union, China, Australia,
Denmark, Yenezuela, Thailand
and Bulgaria all voted for the
resolution besides the sponsors.

— M. de S.

Letter

ARGUE WITHOUT LOSING

(Reply to V.P.V. and dedicated to the unlamented,
phoney Dr. Costain de Vos and his other avatars)

If you wish to argue and never be a looser

One artful ruse you must employ for no other, will do Sir.
Call yourself by any name except your very own

And give yourself a title you cannot claim te own

Your pseudonyms will hide your name, class,

real creed and sins

The title may well give some point to views best deposites

in dusthins.

Carlo Fonseka
University of Colembe,
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR BEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH QUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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