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TRENDS

BORDER PROBLEMS

Power ¢how much ?) and the
unit af devolution (how wide?)
are the two critical, core issues
in the negotiations over the
proposed provincial councils. On
the question of power, there has
been steady progress, though there
are still some hurdles to clear
— the vesting of State land, for
instance.  But it is the territorial
unit which is the stumbling block.

Not to fall too far behind the
militants, the TULF, which last
year lost two af ifs former MP's
through cold-blooded assasinations
insists on ‘a single linguistic unit’
representing northern  province
plus some districts of the Lastern
Province, if necessary on a
plebiscite.

The UNP government, in order
not to be too far out of step
of Sinhala opinion which unequiva-
cally refects any idea of a
North—-East ‘merger’ sticks to
the provincial unit, taking comfort
from Delhi's rejection of the
merger concept. In order to reach
cammaon ground, each party fo

the negotiations has to  yield
some ground. What is the
compron ise?

A new concept has emerged
from back-stage exchanges. It
is called =zonal councils” based
on a re-drawing of borders. The
‘zone' by any other name even
sprovince’ would then satisfy the
TULF and India, the all-important
mediator with sufficient elout,
presumably, fo pressure or per-
suade all the parties involved in
the bargaining.

Was the Lands Minister's rem-
ark at a meeting in Dambadeniya
a mere straw in the wind or o
trigl-balloan? He was addressing
g 100 percent Sinhala audience
with a Noyake Thera in the
chair. Besides the Lands Minister
who is close to the Buddhise
heirarchy, is a key government
negatiaior.

He said: “We should not foilow
Blindly the land boundaries set
our by the imperialists but we

should change such policies to
suit the present trends. ' (See
‘Prof. for Five Frovinces').

AIR STRIKES

For some time now, military
experts have been asking the follo-
wing question: “When will the
Eelam rebels get surface—to-air
missiles (SAMS)2" The point of
the question is that the posses-
sion of SAM's will mean a
qualitative change in the ‘war’
in as much as it will challenge
the government’s air power just
as land-mines challenged, very
effectively the government's once
unassailable supremacy on the
ground.

Se far it iz the Northern
Province  Citizens  Commitiees
which have kept profesting aga-
inst air-strikes on urban and
semi-urban  population  centres.
This criticism the security forces
promptly answered by pointing
out that the armed rebels pound
army  forts and camps  with
mortars frem positions which
enjoy the protective cover of
civilian centres and buildings like
hospitals and schools.

For the first time, racket-
propelled grenades were used to
fire at Airforee planes, reported
the SUN (5/9). The wing of an

AV RO carrying forty service
personnel was damaged in Batli-
coloa, the report said. Helicopters
praviding  cover for the plane
were able to save the AVERO
which hewever had to make an
emergency. landing in  Trinco.
One commande was  injfured.
The helicopter gunships killed
two rebels.

POLICEMEN
REMANDED

A verdict of homicide was
given by the Morawaka Magis-
rrate in a case in which a young
trader of Mokandura, Gamini
Kodituwakku and a boy aged
14 (Gamini Samarawickrema)
died of gunshot injuries. Two
policemen  were remanded over
the death of these two cyclists.
The Magistrate, Mr. Samara-
sena Perera said:

“Although there is an emer-
gency in the country, and terro-
rists are active in the northern
and eastern provinces, such a
situation does not exist here.

Police have no right to commit
murder. It is unfair for the
police to be a law unto them-
selves and turn their backs on
Jjustice because they are armed.
It is contrary to civic rights
and human freedom™.
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Zonal Council instead

of Merger ?

Mervyn de Silva

Blast. tirade, barrage, onslaught
were just a few of the words
picked by our press for Mr, Rajiv
Gandhi’s comments on Sri Lanka,
its government, president and army
at his eve-of-departure news con-
ference, In contrast, the only
response from the government—
owned media and the party high
command itself was a toral silence;
studied or stunned we were left

to guess. What proveked the
oung Indian leader, known as
oth Mr. Clean and Mr. Cool?

His grandfather could be imperious
and irascible, his mother coldly
haughty, with a caustic aside now
and then. But cthis was verbal
Ramboism, both barrels emptied
in five furious minutes,

Was it the “confidential letter®"

that brought on this uncharac-
teristic outburst? Did he think
that Sri Llanka was trying to

corner him morally and in an
international forum at that? Had
the TULF reported that the talks

were not going too well, rthat
the government was trying to
back-pedal?

At this point, we are not

sufficiently well informed—and that
evidently goes for our government
too — for anything but hit—or-miss
theorising and speculation. What
Is really important anyway Is
whether Mr. Gandhi's anger and
distrust are such that the current
negotiations have been put in
jeopardy, while even casting doubrs
on continued Indian mediation.
After all, he did say ‘‘if they
(Sri- Lanka) do not like our help,
we are willing to withdraw®',

In the face of the concerted
campaign by Mrs., Bandaranaike
and the sangha, the government
can hardly yield more to the
TULF without expanding its already
dangerously exposed flank. In the
Opposition's emotionally charged

propaganda, devolution is equated
with “surrender to Tamil separa-
tism and terrerism'., Hence the
UNP's outright rejection of the
Morth-East “'merger’’ demand, an
official stand on which the UMNP
derives much comfort from Delhi's
SUppOrt.

It is for this sama reason of
course that the TULF switched
demand and slogan and came out
with 'a single lingulstic unit', a
fiction founded on the tepuous
thesis that Tamil-speaking Muslims
share Tamil aspirations and endorse
the TULF view., Whether the
Eastern province Tamil-speaking
Muslims entertain or will entertain
some day, the same idea of self-
determination Is another matter.
Thelr level of political conscious-
ness and sense of ‘separate’
identity right now is of the kind
which find expression among some
Muslim organisations in terms of
a ‘Muslim Provincial Council’,

‘Merger® nonetheless remains as
firmly a non-negotiable demand
for the Tamil militants as Is it for
the 5ri Lankan government on
the other side of the negotiating
table. So the question is how
can the gap berween the TULF
and the government and between
the TULF and the militants be
narrowed? Can it be done?

The Lands Ministar Gamini Dissa-
nayake, a key negotiator made
an {nteresting remark at a meet-
Ing in Dambadeniya last week.
The question leads one to an
idea that was discussed back-stage
at the marathon sessions in August
when the TULF not only met the
President, the Mational Security
Minister and the Lands Minister
(the two ministers in the thick
of things) but as many as || other
members of the Cabinet, and
were even gratified to see Prime
Minister Premadasa making his

BACKGROUND

debut at the BMICH stage. The
idea is *'Zonal Couneil'', a neutral
term for a legally demarcated
territory larger than the present
Morthern province but which the
TULF mindful of Sinhala and UNP
hypersensitivities, are ready to
accept even under the present
title of ‘province’.

The TULF's grievance however
is that up to Sept. 4, the promised
date, it had not received a draft
formulation of the government's
own concept of ‘inter—provincial
coordination’ on subjects conceded
to the councils, and power adequa-
tely devolved.

In bridging the two gaps |
said only India has the capa-
city to assist Colombo I. e, Mr,
Gandhi, in turn, helped by Mr.
M. G. Ramachandran, ths second
crucial factor in advancing towards
a negotiated settlement. M.G.R.
is the senior coalition partner of
the Congress in the ruling alliance
in Madras, He is known to bea
politician for whom Mr. Gandhi,
political necessity apart, reserves
much personal regard, It ishis other
persona which concerns us more.
He is the political patron of
V. Prabhakaran, the Tigers comman-
der. Thus, he is Mr. Gandhi's
ideal instrument in dealing with
the Sri Lankan Tamil issue in so
far as that issue has become a
factor in Tamilnadu policics. Clos-
ing or narrowing the gap between
the moderates and the militants
is obviously the next essential
move in pushing the negotiating
process forward. Only then can
the militants be brought into talks,
the next vital step. The govern-
ment is even now ready to send
a ministerial team to any city
in India to meet them, although
its composition s still not clear,
and the question of an accompany-
ing three member delegation ram
the SLMP, LSSP and CP remains
unresolved.



Mow Sri Lankan hopes were
pinned precisely on such an exer-
cise by Mr. Gandhi on his return
to Delhi —direct contact with
the militants, narrowing the gap
to produce a common ‘Tamil stand”,
and arranging a face-to-face encoun-
ter between the Sri Lankan repre-
sentatives and the ‘boys' were
the expected moves.

If things had advanced accor-
ding to the most hopeful of
plans, then the only problem
left after legislation would be
implementation. In that even
more tricky stage of Implemen-
tation, guarantees would have
been required by both sides.
The TULF would argue that a
unitary constitution cannot provide
the kind of guarantees to the
Provincial Councils that a federal
constitution such as in the US
or a quasi-federal constitution
like the Indian affords. The Sri

Lankan parliament could take back
at any time what it had given
or devolved. If the constitution
cannot provide such guarantees,
these must come from eXtra—
constitional sources. There |Is
only one option — India — open
to the Tamils.

Having granted devolution, at
some political risk and cost, the
UMP would require guarantees
about the behavior of the militancs.
What if they continued with their
military operations and disrupted
a sectlement reached so painfully

and at such a high price? |If the
militants did not enjoy a veto
in the pegotiating stage, they

still had the power of veto over
implementation, and would con-
tinue to enjoy it until they ran
out of their firepower,

In shert, the
stage has

implementation
to be preceded or

accompanied by a process of
de-militarisation. Who has the
superior fire—power to guarantee
that! Clearly not the Sri Lankan
army which has already entered
that contest for more than 5 years
and find itself, at best, in a
military stalemate. Again, the
answer is India.

That is why Mr. Gandhi’s dra-
matic move — one  newspaper
called it a volte—face —is also
a brake, a shatteringly sudden
brake, on the negetiations, with
a |and-mine [mpact on all the
neatly designed, perhaps over—
optimistic calculations of many a
Sri Lankan. It Is also a stark
and stunning reminder that he
holds almost all the cards firmly
in his hand, except perhaps the
‘Tiger' card that may slip out,
if that hasn’t happened to some
extent zlready. (See ‘The Mili-
tant Mood.)
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The UNP at forty

he venue was the EXPO 80

grounds at Moratuwa; home
ground, in short. Though Mora-
tuwa has returned Left MP's,
that was so in the heyday of
local Marxism, or in times of
intense anti-UMNP fervour uvsually
with grand Centre_Left coalitions
in the making or already made. This
was carefully picked home ground
the constituency of acting Foreign
Minister Tyrone Fernando.

The crowds, to be sure, flock-
ed te the esplanade. And since
nobody puts on a finer tamasha
than Sri Kotha, the carnival air
was not absent, But where was
the spirit? Where the bouyancy
of the pase? And often In that
past, tfle post 77 and post 'B2
Referedum past, the bouyant self-
confidence bordered on an aggressiva
arrogance, The UNP caravan moved,
the show went on!

Mot alas, on this a notable
party anniversary, the 40th, There
was no spirit, no fire, Altoge-
ther a lack-lustre affair, a rou-
tine ceremony marking a formal
occasion.. Wyhy! “The UNP lives,
the strongest party still, but the
government is approaching its
tenth year and it Is stale....
the ministers, the MP's all of
them are tired and the people
have got tired of the same old
faces. . ."" commented a former
Senator who counts more than
20 years UNP membership.

While there is a lot to be
said for that line of thinking,
the malaise goes deeper. “‘The
UNP is on the defensive!' said
a Left leader who is a_ vigorous
critlc of the UNP economic poli-
cies but an equally keen supporter
of the government’s iniciacives on
devolution.

It was President JR, who re-
minded the party of some other
moments of despondency and des-
pair, notably 1956, There were

party personalities who even
suggested that Sri Kotha head-
quarters should be auctioned!

After the rout of 1956, Sir John
party leader and ex-premier had
in fact turned into something of
absentee landlord, spending as
much time in Britain as in the
parliament in Colombo, only to
become an official exile eventually
E!a;-ring the fox-hunting laird of
rogueswood. Dudley Senanayake
another ex-party president and

Prime minister, was sulking in
a corner of his ewn,
Only JR had the fight-back

tempermanent to say ‘afl was
MNOT lost" take effective command,
and re-organise the UNP.

Is 1956 haunting the UNP! The
question, at a first glance, s
seems premature, In Kurunegala,
last week, the UNP leader told
the Maha Sangha: "“Elections will
be held only in 1989, . *'.

389 is not what
matters. It is the mood that's
important, and the mood has
very much to do with the situ-
ation, the pelitical environment.
All seasoned politiclans, all alive
to the climate of opinion at least
in their constituencies — and re-
member the UNP holds over 140
of |68 seats —the UNP upper
and mid-level echelons know that
things have gone sour,

This year, or

This may be a debilitated de-
mocracy. It is a democracy none-
theless in terms of the average
voter's still unshaken faith in the
ulcimate power of the ballot box.
Democracy is alive and kicking
in the hearts and minds of the
people, more so than most Third
World Countries. So he will
walt, . . until his faith is proved
false, and his patience runs out,

What of the UNP itself? It
is caught in the classic trap, |t
has entered the political ‘danger
zone', forced Into half-measures
they satisfy neither the restless,
economically hard—pressed Sinhala

voter nor the politically pressed
TULF, representing a moderate
Tamil opinion, rapidiy crumbling
In the north and east, and alie-
nated by the UNP in the south,

And externally,
are even stronger — India and
the donors, urging in their diffe=
rent ways and for different pur-
poses, reconciliation with the
Tamils and a return to reasonably
‘normal’ conditions, and the IMF-
IBRD beginning to tighten the
screws, with demands for stricter
budgetary controls and 'structural
adjustments’ which only mean a
harder life for the segment above
the ‘Food stamps’ poverty line
and below the tier of ‘Fat Cat’
affluence.

the pressures

M.

Sangha Protest

t a2 meeting

2,000 monks, a resolution
has been adopted, the I[SLAND
reported, to consider a proposal
of the Ven. Muruttuwa Ananda
Thera (President PSUNU) to orga-
nise a “‘fast to death’ campaign in
protest agalnst the Provincial
Councils offer to the TULF, The
meeting was chaired by the
Mahanayake of Asgiriya, the Ven.
Falipane Chandananda Thera. “‘We
have nothing against the Tamils
or the Muslims or any community"’
the Mahanayake has sald “But we

attended by

have tolerated the government
long enough and we have now
entered a critical stage, When

terrorism cannot be ‘eliminated
under a unitary system, how can
It be possible to do so under
nine provinclal councils?'.

The monks meeting has called for
an Impartial inquiry into the July
1983 riocs.

A decision to launch the cam-
paign if the proposals are not
withdrawn will be taken on
Sept. 21,



Amnesty on Sri Lanka

272 Cases cited

n 1978, the UN General Assem-

bly teoek up the question of
“enforced or Involunctary dis-
appearances’ which had become a
particularly distressing  phene-
menon In Latin America where
fascist oligarchies and juntas were
the rule rather than the exception.
The Spanish word for the so—alled
‘disappeared ones’ who could not
be traced after arrest by security
forces or mysterious ‘militia men’
was soon to anter the international
vacabulary.

Amnest}r International called
on the Government of Sri
Lanka to explain the “disappear-
ances’' of several hundred people
reported to have been seized
by the country's security forces
over the past 20 months.

The worldwide human rights
organization urged the govern-
ment to take Immediate steps
to inform the relacives of the
fate or whereabouts of the
"disappeared"’ people, most of
whom are young Tamil civilians.

A new B9-page Amnesty Inter-
national report, Sri Lanka; “Disap-
pearances’’, offers testimony by
eye—witnesses to the s=eizure of
“*disappeared’’ people and details
of 272 specific cases. None of
the "disappeared'’ victims have
been seen since their arrest,

The report says there Is
evidence that many have been
shot or have died after torture
and been buried in secret graves
or burned,

Other ‘‘disappeared’ people
are believed to be in unacknow-
ledged  detention in  police
stations and military camps — many
of them are feared to have
been tortured,

Tertures reported to Amnesty
International included burning,
beatings with plastic pipes, hanging
upside down for long periods

&

The UN at the 90th Plenary
session passed a resolution which
called upon governments (a) to
search for such persons and under-
take speedy investigations (b) to
ensure law enforcement agencies
were fully accountable (¢} to
ensure that the human rights of
all persons detained or jailed were
respected and (d) to cooperate
with other governments, the UN,
specialised agencies and humani-

Amnesty Report

and the application of hot chillies
to sensitive parts of the body,
including the eyes,

The organization said the govern-
ment had persistently refused
to investigate almost all cases
of *“disappearance’” or to bring
officials responsible to justice,

In one case this year  the
authorities charged the warden
of a Methodist orphanage with
“spreading false rumours and
false statements’” after he had
talked to the foreign press about
the *‘disappearance’ of about 23
young men. During his crial
(in which he was acquitted) a
High Court judge said the
evidence ‘'‘cast serious doubt"
on the prosecution case that
there had been no arrests.

The human rights, attributed
to personnel of the army, air
force and the Speeial Task Force
commande unit, are said to have
become a definite pattern in late
1984, This was when armed
Tamil groups stepped up their
actions for a separate state on the
island — they have killed many
hundreds of members of the security
forces as well as civililans among
Sri Lanka's Sinhalese majority.

Amnesty International said it
condemned torture or killings
of prisoners by anyone, including
opposition groups. But zalthough

tarlan organisations to locate or
account for such parsons.

In 1985 the U.N. Working Group
on disappearances asked Sri Lanka
to clarify 195 cases. It says in
anew 90 page report published last
year that it received only replies
about 9 cases. In the current report
it lists 272 cases published detailed
accounts of seyveral indjvidual
cases, along with affidavits etc,

the government had a duty to
malntain law and order, ‘‘acts
of violence by opposition groups
can never |ustify security forces
themselves resorting to violations
of human rights'.

Amnesty International said it
believed that ‘‘disappearances"
and other human rights abuses
In Sri Lanka such as political
killings, torture and arbitrary
detention had been made easier
by the suspension of important
legal safeguards under the country’s
emergency legislation, Thers was
provision for prolonged incom-
municade  detention without
charge or trial and serious restri-
ctions on the holding of inquests.
The security forces may well have
been encouraged by the govern-
ment's attitude to believe they
could dispose of bodies without
questions being asked, Amnesty
International . said,

Its new report urges the Govern-
ment of 5ri Lanka to establish
“speedy and impartial investi-
gations by an independent body"'
to determine what happened to
the ‘‘disappeared''. It calls for
an up-—to—date central register of
arrests to be set up to which
lawyers, relatives and the courts

could have immediate access.
Security force personnel found
responsible for abuses should

be brought to |ustice.



Lalith on Amnesty
Report

“lt is regrettable that Amnesty
did not think it fit to record
the counter-affidavits filed by our
deputy Solicitor-General Mr, Sunil
de Silva in Geneva with the UN
Human Rights Commision! said
Mational Security Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali commenting on the
latest Amnesty International report
a damning indictment supported
by eye-witness accounts and affi-
davits,

“But the government has been
called upon to explain the ‘disap-
pearance.’ of nearly 300 persons?"

"“We invite Amnesty or any
other human rights organisation,
internacional or local, to exercise
the right to lodge a complaint
with the Police headquarters in
Colombo, if somebody is reluctant
to go to the local police station,
or take the matter to the Supremea
Court. . . that is what the law
permits and what governments
are required to comply with. , ."

What is your reaction to the
idea of a Central Register?

(2)We have required every officer
in charge of a police station
or the commander of any army
unit to enter all details about
arrests, detainess and so, in
their log books and there's
your basic information.

| pointed out to the Minister
that on page & of the Amnesty
Report the following passage from

the ludge's order in the Nalla-
nayagam case appears:
“According to the Minister's

order (the National Security Minis-
ter) a list of persons arrested
should have been sent to the
Coordinating officer by the Special
Task Force officers but these lists
were not produced in court and
one can infer that there was no
such lists sent to the C, O. in
compliance with the Minister’s
order™,

(Continued on page 8)

The Militant Mood

S. H. Yenkatramani

he foeus on the Sri Lanka

ethnic problem shifted to the
Tamil militanes  last  fortnight.
After the Tamil United Liberation
Frent (TULF), willy-nilly, esta-
blished a broad band of agreement
with the 5ri Lanka Government
on the provincial council proposals
in the first round of talks in
mid-July, it nervously tried to
wriggle away from its responsibility
by arguing that ‘‘the militants
have to be a part of any nego-
tiation process"

As the fortnight drew to a
close and the TULF l|eaders once
again left for Colombo to resume
their discussions with the 5ri
Lanka Government, without the
blessings of the militants, it
locked as If the Tamil political
Farty was gecting further and
further away from the driver’s
seat In the vehicle of Tamil
destiny.

Thus, the return of the TULF
to Colombo at the fag end of
last fortnight wasn’t accompanied
by as much fanfare as their |ast
trip. But it looked fairly obviocus
that it was only a question of
time before the TULF would
actually put its signature on a
settlement. It looked equally
plain that the TULF was getting
increasingly nervous about the
tough postures of the mijlitants,
who were the crucial parties in
the ethnic problem, according to
its own admission,

In any case, the militants were
already greatly cut up with the
TULF. The TULF leaders had not
only talked in Colombo for as
long as |0 days, they also stated

their intention to return to
Colombo to resume discussions,
Implying thereby that some
progress had certainly been made,
Said Velupillai Prabakaran, the
leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eefam (LTTE), which

had emerged as the most powerful
militant group: “The TULF did
not even strongly protest about

the killing of 67 innocent Tamil
civilians by the 5ri Lanka army
in Trincomalee during the talks.”

So the question last fortnight
was — how would the Sri Lanka
Government and the TULF be
able to implement a paossible
accord in the face of tough
cpposition  from the Tamil mili-
tants? Progress in the talks,
thanks to the Indian Government's
persuasion and pressure on both
the parties, cannot any longer
be denied. Although A. Amritha-
lingam would like to say on record
that *“‘there has been no finality
reached on any of the matters,"
investigations by INDIA TODAY
reveal that there has been broad
agreement on the law and order
question, and that an agreement
looks on the verge of being clinched
on the land settlement question.

The Sri lanka Government
sent its reformulations on the
land question to Delhl through

the Indian High Commissioner In
Colombo, I. N. Dixit, and even
R.  Sampanthan, the former
TULF MP from Trincomalee, who
had earlier reportedly taken a
tough line on the land issue
told INDIA TODAY last forc-
night: *'lt is not my contention
that all land in the province
should belong to the provincial
council, but that whenever some
land over which the authority
has been devolved to provincial
council is required by the state,
the land can be allotted after
mutual agreement,”

So the main hurdle remaining
was not the TULF hardliners but
the militants. After the TULF's
recurn from Colombo they were
eager to meet the militant groups
to brief them on the discussions.
But the Eelam National Libera-
tion Frent (ENLF) — the umbrella
organisation consisting of the
Eelam  People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF), the
Eelam Revolutionary Organisation
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and the Tamil Eelam Liberation
Qrganisation — pramptly announ-

ced that it would not even be
prepared to  meet the TULF,
Said L. Ketheeswaran, the arti-

culate spokesman of the EPRLF:
“The TULF ecannot be allowed
to take unilateral decisions while
giving the Impression that it has
been consulting the militant
groups''. Added Prabakaran: *'The
TULF does not seem to have a
clear point of view of its own'',

W L t

THE GEMERAL mood among
the militant groups last fortnight
was not in favour of negotiations
and a possible settlement, although
the militant leaders and cadres
stubbornly refused to explicitly
comment on the merits or other-
wise of the latest provincial council
proposals, Reliable sources sa
that while the Government of India
did not pressurise the militant
groups to negotiate with the Sri
Lanka Government on the basis of
the latest proposals, officials of
the Rnsear:EI: and Analysis Wing
specifically asked the militant [ea-
ders not to publicly comment on
the proposals and gueer the pitch
for the negotiations between the
TULF and the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment.

The militant leaders headquar-
tered In Madras were also told not
to claim any military victories
from Indian soil during the nego-
tiations and were advised not to

plan or execute any military
operations either, Sald a top
militant leader: ““We told the

Government of India that while
we would not [aunch any military
affensive, we reserved the right
to protect our Tamil pecple by
repulsing any army advances from
the camps in the north and east.”

The militant cadres and fizhters
also give the impression that a
settlement on the basis of the
Ernvincfal council propesals would
e far too much to expect. Says
33-year—old Nathan of the Libe-
ration Tigers who left Colombo
after the July 1983 riots in which
his house and grocery store in
the 5ri Lanka capital were razed
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to the ground: “‘The situation has
well passed that stage when there
could have been z patch-up bet-
ween the Tamils and the Sinha-
lese.'" Adds 24-year—old Senthil
of Vavuniya in Sri Lanka, who
now belongs to the large break-
away faction of the Peoples’ Libe-
ration Organisation of Tamil Eclam
which calls itself the real PLOTE:
“lt is not easy to get the Tamil
people of Srl Lanka to agree to
a negotiated settlement with the
Sri Lanka Government. VVe cannot
forget the atrocities the Govern-
ment and army have systematically
perpetrated on us for ever so
many years''.

While the militants are being
firm without embarrassing the
Indian Government, the latter is
no longer in =2 strong Pposition
to. twist their arms and drag them
to the negotiating table. Although
the leaders of the militant groups
are still staying on in Tamil Nadu,
most of the training camps in the
state are reliably understood to
have been wound up and most
cadres shifted to northern and
eastern Sri Lanka. Said =2 top
intelligence source: "'A few months
ago, there were a little over
3,000 Tamil militants in Tamil
Madu, But now the count has fallen
to less than 1,500, The milicants
are shifting their operations and
headquarters to laffpa."

Latest reports, in fact, have
revealed that the LTTE have even
succeeded In establishing a full-
fledged ordinance factory in Jaffna
which is capable of manufacturing
25 six—inch mortar shells and 100
hand grenades a daK. The factory
already has a stock of 7000 mor-
tars, each carrying five kilos of
explosives. The Tigers have even
set up a military training academy
in Jafina which turns out 80 cadets
every three months.

But being firm was not being
unbending. The militants were not
being Intransigent while talking
about the stakes now in the Eelam
liberation game. Reasoned Suresh,
EPRLF activist from Jaffna: "“We
would be prepared to negotiate
with the Sri Lanka Government
if It withdrew its army from the

north and the east, gave voting
rights to the plantation Tamils,
and accepted the concept of the
Tamil homeland."

That ray of negotiating hope
was made a little bleak by TULF's
apparently nervous excavation for
escape routes to back out of the
negotiations In case the militant
going became a little too tough
for them. TULF Secretary—General
A. Amrithalingam had said in
Colombo that the TULF was
prepared to agree to the Tamil-
speaking areas of the east being
detached and merged with the
northern province, But last fort-
night, the party politburo took
the stand that one of the cardinal
features of any acceptable solution
would be the creation ofa Tamil
linguistic unit comprising the nor-
thern and eastern provinces.

The politburo also made it a
point to promptly take exception
to the reported statement of
Jayewardene that if the peace
negotiations broke down, the Sri
Lanka Government would be forced
ta mobilise the population Into
military action, With the TULF
thus blowing hot and cold, the
progress in the Sri Lanka talks
appeared to be like the frog in
the well —three steps forward
and two steps back,

— India Today

Lalith on...
{(Continued from page 7)

Mr. Athulathmudali said: *l am
glad they have referred to the
Mallanayagam case. He was found
not guilty after a free and fair
trial. It is not necessary to note
as some people do that the judge
was Tamil because It was a Sin-
halese judge who found Fr. Singa-
rayer innocent. Vyhat it proves
is that our courts are indepen-
dent. That’s the important thing.
Abuses, misuse of the law, of
course these happen. . . nobody is
denying it., But there ara re-
medjes, Let Amnesty or any re-
presentative or any other agency
complain to the |GP or file action
. . ..and see what happens'.



Making of a militant leader

N .Ram: May | ask your opinion
of Sinhala politicians — the
government party and the oppo-
sitlon parties. Are there any
significant  non-chauvinistic or
anti—chauvinistic; progressive for-
ces in Sri Lanka politics? How
do you view the political spectrum
on the other side?

consider
experience.
parties, the
SLFP have been
around for the whole period.
Meither has been interested in
solving our problem in any way.
One could even say this struggle
started during the Prime Minis-
tership of Sirimavo Bandaranaike.
1972 saw the sharpening of the
militant scruggle. In that year.
our basic rights were spatched
away and a new consticution was
instituted. The Republican con-
stitution took away the status
of Tamil as an official minerity
language. In other words, what

V. Prabakaran: Let's
the longer term
Among the Sinhala
UMP and the

existed In the old constitution
as a limited right for us was
rebbed  through constitutional

change. Those respensible for that
included Mr. Colvin R. De silva
of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party,
a *leftist’. At thac time Mrs,
Bandaranalke's united front in-
cluded, apart from him, Mr. Peter
Keuneman of the Communist Party

— it was a united front govern-
ment,

With even leftists with pro-
gressive ideas taking away our
basic rights through constitutional
change, our struggle intensified
and acquired a sharp edge, it is
important . to  reiterate  this;
our struggle sharpened in opposi-
tion ta the new Republican Con-
stitution of 1972, Pleas® remember
that the person who wrote much
of the new Constitution was Mr,
Colvin R. De Silva. Existing rights
were done away wich, The Tamil
representatives walked our of
Parliament in opposition, refused
to slgn ic. Those few Tamils who
signed it were recognised by our
pecple as traitors.

Supporters smothered

But let's takeaveryrecent exam-
le. Mr. Vijay Kumaranatunga, the
eader of a leftist party, the
SLMP, is not able to speak freely
on his own party platform, Bombs

are hurled at him. This shows
that no Sinhala party expressing
support to the Tamils in any way
can flourish there. This Is why
we say circumstances do not per-
mit us the |uxuy of trusting
Sinhala politicians! If there is a
rational veice, it is a small ten-
dency. Those who wvoice support
for us are Ina miniscule minorit
and they are being smothered,

Q: Do you regard the posture
of the Jayewardene Government,
and the warlous elements In it, as
a response necessitated by a diffi-
cult situation — the blows they
have taken, the adverse economic
impact, the resistance by the LTTE
and others and the international
criticism of the government's hand-
ling of the Tamil question? Has
all this brought them toa sta%e
where they seem lkeen on a poli
tical solution? Or do you see it
as partly of some other plan?

A: Onecshould see it _asa pos-
ture tailored mainly to the exter-
nal world. Which isto say, ata
time of preparing internally for
war, he (Mr. Jayewardene) has
been pushed into a situation of
having to demonstrate to the
outside world that he is a lover
of peace, Or, alternatively, that
he is. one who strives for peace
but, finding that not possible,
has to: resort to war. He s
trying to wvarnish the path of
racist—chauvinistic destruction he

fs going to pursue. His recent
pronouncements give a clue to
this | will mobilise all healchy

(Sinhala) people to wage war
(on the Tamils), | will lead those
ranks,"" These statements do not
reveal him as a peace-lover!

Another aspect s to tell the

ald—giving contries: *| tried my
best to solve the crisis but it
was not possible. That is  why

How do the Tamil mili-
tants view the Sri Lankan
Government and the rest of
the Sinhala political spect-
rum? What is the ideoclogi-
cal and political orientation
of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam? What js its
strateglc plan? What about
its methods and tactics and
the charge of ruthlessness !
What early influences shaped
the personal political evolu-
tion and thinking of its top
leader? In this concluding
part of an extended tape-
recorded interview in Madras
with N. Ram of THE HINDU,
Mr. V. Prabakaran, the LTTE
leader, responds to these
questions in detail. His res-
| ponses in Tamil have been
translated.

| have to declare war’', and to
recelve further assistance. He
shows himself to this forum as
being extremely enthusiastic about
a political solution despite repea-
ted setbacks and rebuffs. As one
who Is not put off by failures.
Internally, of course, he does not
offer anything substantive; he Is
still revolving his offer around
the idea of provincial councils.

Jayewardena's strategy

Thirdly, and this Is crucial, his
strategy has to deal with the
Government of India, if he -can
make the Indian Government re-
pose faith in him, if he can make
it believe in these paltry con-
cessions and win its approval.
if he can create misunderstanding
between the Indian Government
and then he can disarm us and
destroy us. This is his line of
thinking. In fact, he has asked
India publicly to help him push
through these proposals and also
to help him implement them.



Q: One last area. | would like
to ask you a few questions on
your ideological outlook and poli-
tics. Various things have been
said and written about you and
the LTTE, and obviously everyone
goes through some kind of poli-
tical evolution. | would like to
get an insight into how you see
yourself, your political evolution
and ideclogy over time, To start
with, how would you characterise
the ideology of the LTTE?

A: Sociallsm and Tamil Eelam
form our political ldeology, our
cause.

@: When journalists or external
observers try to Interpret the
Tamil militant phenomenon, they
characterise some of the organi-
sations as “‘nationalist’ in orienta-
tion or perspective and some
others as ‘socialist” or Left.
For example, they would say the
LTTE (and earlier TELO) came to
the struggle from a “‘nationalist™
angle whereas EROS and EPRLF
brought a somewhat different out-
look with an emphasis on socialism
or left-oriented politics. Would
you like to comment on this dif-
ferentiation!

A: To me the activities of all
the {militant) organisations look
the same. What is the difference
in the practice of those who are
supposed. to be committed to
“nationalism'* and those who pro-
fess the other thing (laughter)? You
know that brands of socialism vary
according to who professes and
interprets it. Everyone claims to
be a sccialist. Does not Mr, Jaye-
wardene claim chis label for him-
selff You can Judge the product
anly when those who profess social-
ism put it Into practice. We
advorate a socialism that fully
reflects our people's interests and
aspirations, a soclalism that harnes-
ses the creative abilities of the
massas:s Some time ago, | made
reference to the “Yugoslay pattern’
(in a positive light), Ve consider
it sociallst experimentation —
where democracy has to be enhan-
ced in the political  process,
Through workers self-management,
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democratic participation is allowad
In a soclalist set-up.

Yugoslay pattern

Qur objective is to allow, to
a great extent, people's democracy
In a socialist system, We do not
consider the ‘Yugoslay pattern’ to
be our model. WWe will work out
our own pattern in the future.
Let's look, for a moment, at an-
other thing Yugoslavia has sought
to do. It tried to create a ‘third
force' during MNehru's time, In
cooperation with him: that was the
origin of the non-aligned move-
ment. They havean active role in
{progressive) struggles; at the
same time, they take an indepen-
dent stand without aligning them-
selves with anyone. Aspects such

-as these appeal to us; we consider

these aspects seriously and think
along these lines. We are think-
ing of a pattern of socialism that
is suited to our people, our histori-
cal heritage. YWe have a special
social structure and, in fact, In our
land there are no big capitalists.
Thers is, however a numerous
middle class,

Q: One idea that has been put
forward (in an interyiew you gave
recently and perhaps in  other
statements as well) Is that your
organisation believes in a one-
party state after the achievement
of liberation. That has raised
apprehensions...

A: |t depends on what the
peopla want and go for. They
can choose freely the party they
want Take. for example, India.
Has not tne Congress party dom-
nated political life here over a
long pericd? Does not it rule
even today. You mention the
doubts and suspiclons our position
has given rise to. My impression
is that they are created mainly
by those wha want te become
leaders without fighting! What
we sald has made a special impace
on the minds of those who have
stood aloof from the struggle, but
nurse high leadership ambitions.

Look at the entire range of
socialist countries, VWhat prevails
there? Is it not one party which,
having worked for the revolution
and having been approved by the
people, wields power! Look at
Cuba, the BSoviet Union every
socialist country... By the way,
| consider this in the nature of
a necessary examination. Journa-
lists can be regarded as the
examiners of pelicicians. You re-
present the public and mediate bet-
ween us and the people. What we
are able to convey to you with
effort and precision, as In an ex-
amination reaches the people.
But, in truth, you are the danger
for us (laughter)!

— HINDU

(To be Continued)
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N.A.M. 8

South Africa, U.S. in the Dock

5 most commentators anti-
A cipated, the 8th summit
concentrated on South Africa,
This was only natural, The

London mini-summit clearly show-
ed the intensity of feeling on
this jssue not just among African
countries but the whole world
and many western states, with
liberal regimes and even conser-
vative governments not totally
Insensitive to humanitarian con-
cept. Of course there are two
great exceptions, the US and UK.

While condemning the barbaric
apartheid regime in Pretoria the
.A.M. had no choice but to
point an accusing finger at the

countries actively cooperating and
assisting South Africa — US, UK,

Israel etc.
The nonaligned leaders also
placed strong emphasis on the

isste of world peace and disar-
mament. They hoped that new
proposals — Mr. Gorbachey may
have cleverly timed his appeal
to Mr. Reagan on Aug. 19 not
to miss “The historic opportunity’
to join the year-cld moratorium
on M-tescs with the NAM sum-

mit in mind — world ar leasc
lead to fruitful superpower
discussions,

The U. 5. was keen on the

conference taking up the question

but

terrorism'
the pro-US lebby failed to for-

of ‘international

mulate the final reselution in a
manner favoured by Washington.
Libya was fresh in their memo-
ries, and Just to make sure that
the Harare summit took account
of the US aggression, Colonel
Gaddafi made sure that the cameras
were firmly focussed on him.
Besides there was Nicaragua and
US moves in Central Ameria,
The nonaligned leaders expressed
‘outrage’ over US policies. For
very sound reasons as the follow-
ing New York Times article by
Anthony Lewis demonstrates,

TERRORISM

Reagan’s Policies Subsidize Savagery

Anthony Lewis

f Americans were asked whe-

ther a political cause could
justiF{ the deliberate maiming
and killing of Innocent civilians,
most would surely reject the
idea. Thoze are the tactics of
terrorism, they would say, That
Is the indiscriminate brutality of

Soviet repression in Afghanistan.

But the United States govern-
ment today allies [tself with
forces that use exactly those
tactics. It acrively supports such
forces. And it does so in full
knowledge of their brutalities.
In the Reagan doctrine the end
justifies the means.

Micaragua and Angola are the
current examples. In both, the
Reagan  administraion supports
armed groups that are trying to
overthrow established leftwing
governments. In both, a funda:
mental tactic of the opposition
forces is to terrorize the civilian
population.

The Nicaraguan “‘contras,” una-
ble to hit significant military
targets, have focused their rage
on farms, cooperative settlements

and schools in remote rural areas:
The result is civilian casualites.

On lune 27, contras attacked
a_catctle cooperative in the village
of Comoapa. According to reports
from the scene later, the attackers
threw a grenade into a house,
killing two children in thair
beds — sisters aged 5and 12, The
contras burned five houses and
took five residents with them
when they left.

Diplomats and U.S. correspon-
dents also report extensive use of
land mines. Contras plant the
mines in the dirt roads that
are the only links to villages
in the border areas, By de-
finition, the mines produce  indis-
criminate casualties,

There wasan especially grisl
incident on July 2 whena true
was blown up by a mine near
El Cua In linotega province and

34 people were killed. But many
other trucks have been hit.
“The contras have gone into

mines ina big way," a diplomat
in Nicaragua said.

s

The savagery of the tactics is

no secret.  Missionaries have been
kidnapped and murdered. But
none of that has any visible

effect on the Reagan administra-
tion's policy. MNeither does the
evidence of corruption among
the contra leaders. The un:iy
thing that matters s the end:
overthrowing the Sandinist govern-
ment,

In Angola the anti-government
force is headed by Jonas Savimbi,
a figure who has been on every
ideological side during years of
trying to make himself Angola's
ruler. The Reagan administration
hails him as a “freedom fighter."”

A report in the Woashington
Post last week threw fresh light
on the character of Mr. Savimbi

and his war, It described a
particularly revolting atrocity.
Last Feb, 8, several hundred

soldiers attacked Camabatela in
nothern Angola, killing 107 villa-
gers. By all available accounts,

{Continved on poge 17)



that capital invested over =
15 centuries ago in extensive J=———
irrigation programmes is ==
still contributing to their life.

... and Sri Lanka is linking modern technology
to these age old assets through the Mahaweli
Diversion Complex which will assuredly lift us
into a better life.

CIC channels a wide range of expertise into Sri
Lanka's agriculture and industry, From Paddy
Fisld to Factory Floor from Plantation to
Cottage Weaver.

Modern expertise means
' improved
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Impressions of the ‘hew’ China

Sirimavo Bandaranaike (President S.LF.P.)

he government of China, the

party and the people are
now- participants in a mighty,
feverish race to ‘catch-up’, catch
up not only on the developed
world but to catch up on lost
time, the ruinous, wasteful years
of the cultural revolution® said
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranzike speaking
at the B.M.|. C. H. en her re-
cent visit to the Peoples Repub-
lic where she was a guest of the
prestigious Institute of Foreign
Affairs.

*'That was the strongest [m-
pression imprinted on my mind,
from the moment | arrived and
maore so at the end of an exci-
ting, and to me, very educative
visit'" she said, Excerpts:

@ As you know, my earlier vi-
sits to China was as Prime Minister,
Maturally, almost all mi time
was given to official talks and
conversations,  with  Chairman
Mae, with Prime Minister Chou
en lai, and other leaders of
government and party, This visit
was different. Mot that | regar-
ded It as a pleasure trip. | was
keen on seeinz the ‘new’ China
with my own eyes, | was anxious
to meet the new leadership and
understand their approach to China's
present problems, to grasp the
thinking of those who are planning
the future of the world’s largest
country, almest a quarter of the
human race.

@ My introduction to the ‘new’
China was almost immediate, from
my very first visual impression.
Earth-moving machines, giant bull-
dozers, tractors, cranes machl-
nery. .. people working at a
feverish pace ... signs of the new
development drive, what they
call ‘modernisation’, To be frank
at the end of my visit, | was
left wondering whether the pace
was far too fast! Buc | also learnt
something, China needs foreign
capital, 'China needs the most
medern and sophisticated techno-
logy . . . that is only natural, It
is still a developing country,
Yet, the engineers, the techni-

cians, the planners, the men
supervising all these projects,
drawing up the blue—prints....
these are almost [00 percent
Chinese. There is a useful lesson
for us here. Sometimes we have to
rE!c( on foreign assistance, money
and technology, and even a coun-
try with the resources of China
has to do so, but they are not
handing over their sconomic pro-

jects, lock, stock and barrel to
foreigners, The idea of self-re-
liance, as far as is humanly pos-

sible, the idea of the old leadership
is still alive in China, In other
words, there is a balance between
the two in this period of rapid
modernisation — relying on the
outside world for what they don't
have, and depending en their
manpower resources to the maxi-
mum possible, , . .

@ | was lucky on this trip for
the time | had to travel freely
to various parts of the country.
I visited five provinces, and did
so by plane, by car and train,
and even by ship. As a result,
| saw much more, met far more
people from different walks of
life, and spoke to them in their
homes or workplaces. So | could
enjoy not only the great cultural
treasures of China, to sees so0
many historical sites, from the
Great Wall to the palaces, but
to visit schools, factories, and
farms, housing schemes, tea plan-
tations, and a massive hydro-elec-
tric project.

@ Let us remember that China
too s primarily an agricultural
country. The changes in that
sphere are most interesting. Again
the main aim is to-increase pro-
duction, and offer a better life
toa the rural population. There
too we found change, moderni-
satlon in different ways; for ins-
tance, incentive have been given
structures of ownership, and mana-
gement have been changed with this
aim in mind, Communes have
been replaced by townships, which
combine 20 villages, These are

self-contained, They work as a
preduction unit or team.

@ To our pleasant surprise we
stopped on a Sunday at a village
“pola’. This too is part of the
modernisation program, part of
the policy of Increasing production
through Incentives teo individuals,
The farmers are allowed to sell
theit own produce at an market,
and we watched these ‘sales points’
and how each farmer and his family
brings their vegetable, eggs, meat
fruit and handierafes. Catcle bree-
ding, poultry keeping ete. are
encouraged. And each township
has a large fishing project, making
these ‘units’ self-sufficient in fish.

@ s this private profit? No, not
at all. Individual enterprise is
promoted but within a socialist

system, where all land, all means
of production are state—owned.
But the better farmer, the more

hard working individual must be
rewarded. As a result small blacks
of land are given for house-building.
Since the |land is limited, farmers
have two and even three—storeyed
houses, some of tham with tele-
vision in their drawing rooms.
The government helps by selling
them building  materials cheap.
There's no doubt about it, Great
strides have been made by Chinese
agriculcure. The farmers are much
better off than they were, and
production in the country has
risen rapidly.

@ China of course has one huge
advantage, the size of lts domestic
market, This was our Impression
when we visited the Special Eco-
nomic Zones. In addition to these
which are mostly located on the
coastline for obvious reasons of
access to overseas markets, there
are |4 special industrial centres:
Foreign investment, lapanese, Ame-
rican, Hengkong ecc. has pourad
into China. A certain percentage
of the manufactured goods can
be released to local market.
Total investment exceeds 3.6 bil-
lion H.K. dollars.

{(Continued on page 23)



Part III

TULF memo to Rajiv

ANNEXURE — IlI

EVOLUTION OF POWER IN
RESPECT OF LAND
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Land has been one of the
major areas of friccion. les
history relates back to the
early 19505, when major colo-
nisation schemes commenced,

lts origin is of a much
earlier date, then other
areas of friction. Policias

pursued hitherto, have endan-
gered tha very existence of the
Tamils, Their survival is al-
most wholly dependent upon a
just resolution of this ques-
tion,

Sharing of Power,through Devo-

lution, would mean that Powar:

is transferred to the State in
respect of specified subjects.
This, in effect, means that
certain subjects will come un-
der the authority of the
State, [nrespect of a devo-
Ived subject, unless thers be
valid reason why a specified
functional area has to be

retained by the Centre, func--

tions related to a devolved
subject chould not be withheld
from the State. The subject
as such, should be deyolved.

Sharing of Power through
Devolution, also means, that,
in regard to the power
transferred, such power would
be independently exercised
only by the State and that
the Centre would not have
the right to exercise such
power, nor to monitor, review
or revise the exercise of such
power by the State.

These basic tenets have to
be observed if the irksome
question relating to Land is
to be resolved through the
means of Devolution of Power.
It would be a frivolous exer-
cise to approach this question
otherwise,

Any attempt to sustain the
supremacy of the majority

Yl

Vil

nationality, by the allocation
of Matural Resources on a
preferential basis, to the
deprivation of the minority
nationality, and, in such a
manner, as to erode the
political rights and interests
of the minority nationality,
even in parts of the councry
in which such minority na-
tionality has a well recognised
and Indisputable clalms, is
unjust, and cannot be accepted,
Rational and Equitable prin-
ciples haye not been followed
hitherto in the matter of the
sharing and management of
Mational Resources, particu-
larly in relation to Land.

The overall development plan
of the State would encompass
the management and utilizatien
of its natural resourses, in
appropriate time-frames based
on objective and scientific
criteria, in the best interests
of all the people who live
within its area of authority
and the country as a whole.
While the State should have
its own institutions of study
and research, guidance and
suggestions based upon study
and research at the Central
level would certainly receive
the consideration of the State
in the formulation of its
over-all development plan,

The principle, that people at
the focal level should have
priority consideration, in res-
pect of entitlement to State
land is contaired in the Land
Development Ordinance. The
State of Sri Lanka has consis-
tently viclated this principle,
and acted In breach of the
provisions of the Land Dev-
elopment Ordinance.

It would be the responsibility
of the State to sponsor and
finance development program-
mes that would benefit all
sections ‘of its society. [t
must be expected that the
State would not fail in this

regard, and that it would act
without consideration of race,
religion or caste,

In its formative years, the
State could be trusted to act
ina principled way. |t should
not be assumed that the Scate
would follow the unprincipled
practices of the 5ri Lapka
State, which has led to the
grave situation prevalent in
the country today.

With due regard to the above,
the following proposals are made :-

Powers of the State, other insti-

tutions within terricorial
of State,

limits

ordinances, and laws

pertaining to Land, and Statutory
functions. '

[

Broadly speaking, the State
should have command over
the natural resources within
its area of authority. Consi-
dering, the grievance In
relation to Land Alienation,
authority over land isa pre-
requisice, net merely for the
removal of one of the most
vital areas of friction, but is
also, basic to planned socio-
economic development, by the

State within its areas of
authority.
The State should be vested

with power over land, within
its area of authority. (It
may, in the exercise of its
discretion, entrust functions
pertaining to land, and other
allied matters, to other insti-
tutions within Its area of au-
thority).

All powers pertaining to
Land in all ics aspects, including
Land Settlement under all
irrigation schemes, and other
forms of Land Sertlement,
falling within the territorial
limits of the State, and all
other forms of land use,
Including land development,
and land acquisition, within
the said cterritorial limits
will be a devolved subject.
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In regard to 2 devolved sub-
Ject there can be assignment
of functions by the Centre
to any other institutions
within the territorial limits
of a State nor any seperate
allocation of funds to any such
institution, for any purposa
related to a devolved subject.

Allocation of funds by the
Centre in regard to devolved
subjects, will be only to the
State, All funds, will be
credited to the Consolidated
fund of the State, (Such State
may In its discretion assign
to any other institution,within
its territorial limits, such
funds as may be pecessary
for the performance of any
function entrusted by it to the
said institution.

Classification of settlement
schemes based upon extent
Is unnecessary [n the cop-

text of land in all its aspects
being a devolved subject.

All statutory funztions pres-
ently performed by the
Minister for Lands and Land
Development the Land com-
missioner, the Government
Agent, Land Officers, and
other statutory functionaries
within the territorial limits
of the State under all existing
laws should be devolved.

At the Thimpu Conference
in July 1985, the subject
“Stateland and Fore-Shore'

was added by the Sri Lankan
Government Delegation to the
subjects and functions that
should be exclusively reserved
by the Government (Added
to Annexe—| Report of com-
mittee-A). This formulation
is totally unacceptable. pow-
er over land is generally
a devolved subject, for e.g.
In the Constitution of India
“Land, that is to say, rights
in or overland, land tenures,
transfer and  alienation of
agricultural  land, land im-
provement and agriculcural
loans, Colonisation” s a
State subject. This principle
should be followed.

IX Along with the subject of land

in all its aspects as stated
above, there should be devol-
ved subjects such as Agricul-
ture, Agatian services, [rriga-
tion, Animal Husbandry and
Housing which are related to
the planned and efficient utili-
zation of land. These subjects
are generally devolved subjects.
Statutory functions presently
performed by functionaries In
the above subject areas, under
different statures shall be
devolved.,

LAND GRANTS:

The extent of land in the
Morthern and Eastern provin-
ces vested in the Land Refarm
Commission under the Land
Reform Law is not substantial,
and constitutes only a minor
fraction of the land vested
in the Land Reform Commis-
sion throughout the country.
Mevertheless, the functions
Elerfnrmed by the central

inister should be devolved,
and such Land should be
vested in the State.

NON-STATUTORY
FUNCTIONS:

Non-statutory functions rela-
ted to Land and the other
subjects above referred to are
anciliary to the main function-
al areas, and would therefore
inevitably fall within the
perview of the subject devol-
ved. No special enumeration
of Non-statutory functions Is
required. Onpce a subject js
devolved, all non-statutory
functions related to that sub-
fect, shall come within the
authority of the State,

NATIOMAL SETTLEMENT
SCHEMES:

The phrase “National Settle-
ment Schemes' is new. Hith-
erto, Land settlement has
taken place either under minor
or major irrigation schemes,
based upon the extent of land
that would benefit under a
particular irrigation scheme.
The expression ‘‘National
Settlement Scheme', and the
introduction of the element
of the “Mational Echnic Ratio”'
is net in keeping in regard
to Land Settlement.

It is violation of the principle
accepted in the Bandara-
nayake—Chelvanayagam Pact,
that in the matter of coloni-
zation schemes, the powers
of the regional councils shall
be employed for work on such
schemes,

It Is also in wviolation of
the principle accepted In
the Dudley Senanayake-Chel-
vanayagam Pact that in the
granting of land under eoloni-
zation schemes in the Morth-
ern and Eastern Provinces
Tamil speaking persons resi-
dent In the WNorthern and
Eastern Provinces and Tamil
citizens. In the rest of the
island were entitled to certain
prioricies.

The above pacts did not
distinguish between minor or
major irrigation schemes, and
since the bone of contention
at the time of making of

the pacts were the major
colopization schemes, then
in the proccss of implemen-

tation, the expression “Coloni-
zatlon Schemes' clearly refer-
red to the matter in issue
at that time.

The effect of the non-—obser-
vance of these pacts to the
Tamil people has been most
detrimental. The Increase in
the Sinhala population in the
pericd since independence in
the Eastern Province has been
883.137 from 27556 — to 243,
358 while the Jsland wide
increase in the Sinhala popul-
ation during the same period
has been 237.70% from 4,621,
507 to 10,985, 6664,

The increase in the Tamil
population in the Eastern Pro-
vince during the said period
has been 392.40% from |36,
059 to 411,451 while, the
Increase in the Muslim popula-
tion in the same period has
been 288.94% from (09,024 to
315,021,

(The figures are based on the
census of the year 946 the
year prior to independence,
and tEe year |98, the last
available census),

I5
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The United National Party
in Its election manifesto of
1977 identified *‘Colonization™
as one of the major grievances
of the Tamil people which
had led to the demand for
a seperate state, and under-
took to remedy this grievance.

Throughout, the long history
of the issue of Colonization
the expression  “'Mational
Settlement Schemes™ and the
element of the
Ethnic Ratio" were never in
usage. On the contrary,
though not implemented, what
was accepted was the principle
of preference for Tamil spea-
king persons in respect of land
in the Morthern and Eastern
Provinces. The present pro-
posal of “MNational Sectlement
Schemes" and the element of
the *‘Mational Echnic Ratio"
would institutionalise the hich-
erto resisted viclation of this
principle.

The Tamil People contend
that the concept of “Mational
Settlement Schemes' and the
element of the *'National
Ethnic Ratie" will further
adversely alter the demogra-
phic composition of the North-

ern and Eastern provinces,
The implemantation of this
concept, through whatever

formula, would in effect mean
all land for the Sinhzlese in
the rest of the :cuutg and
the *'Mational Ethnic Ratio”
or at the best, some slight
improvement thereon, in the
Marthern and Eastern Provin-
ces. This is Just not accepta-

ble.

The Tamil people do not
accept the introduction of the
element of the *'Mational
Echnic Ratio!" in so—called
Mational Settlement Sche-
mes', The Tamil people
oppose the introduction of the
“Mational Settlement Sche-
mes'' or the element of the
“Mational Ethnic Ratio!' in
the matter of Land sectlement
within the territorial limits
of the State.

The Mahavelli Development
Scheme is the only major
irrigation scheme comparable

“National

with Irrigation under inter—
state rivers, in other coun-
tries, and is intended to
benefic lands in several parts
of the country. |In view of
the utter impossibility for
Tamils to hold land in any
Land Settlement Schemes out-
side the Morthern and Eastern
Provinces, the Tamil's had
enunciated the prihciple, that
in respect of land alienation
under irrigation schemes, such
as the Mahavelll Scheme, the
cumulative percentage of the
Tamil and Muslim entitlement
to the totality of the land
that would benefit under such
a scheme throughout the
country should be allotted
to them in areas within the
Morthern and Eastern provin-
ces, Previous experience of
the manner of implimentation
of colonisation schemes in the
Morthern and Eastern provin-
ces also compelled the Tamil
people to enunciate the above
principle, It is the conten-
tion of the Tamil people, that
the above principle which is
just by any standard, would
also ensure that the demogra-
phic composition of the Tamil
areas is not further erocded
through Land Settlement under
the Mahavelli Diversion Scheme.
(Vide:— Seperate paper on
Mahavelli Ganga Development
Scheme).

The Principle enunciatad above
in respect of land secclement
under the Mahavelli Davelop-
ment Scheme should be obser-
ved in the Eastern Province.
In the unlikely event of any
land in the Morthern Province
benefiting under the Mahavelli
Developemant Scheme, at a
future date, observance of
the same principle would be
feasible, and should be ensured
on a consideration of the
total extent of land recei-
ving irrigation facilicies under
major irrigation Schemes in
all parts of the country. The
commencement date for such
consideration and the defini-
tion of the expression *'Major
Irrigation Schemes' in this
context should be determined
b;l" I'I."IL'ItIJE!I ﬂgl"EEITIEDt,

XKl Since Land in all its aspects,

Xl

would be a subject, implemen-
tation of Land Settlement Pro-
grammes under the Mahavelli
Diversion Scheme within the
Territorial limits of a State
would be within the ambit
of a devolved subject.

Implemenation of the Maha-
velli Development Scheme s
by the Central Government.
Maintenance of irrigation struc-
tures and systems and the
infrastructure thac falls within
the scheme would also be by
the Central Government ar,
if considered appropriate,
maintenance of structures and
systems with-in the terri-
torial limits of a State could
be entrusted to the State,
and the funds required speci-
fically allocated to the State.
Likewise, mainzenance of in-
frastructure could be entrus-
ted to the State and the
necessary funds allocated.

NATIONAL RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

1l

(i

ThaNational Resources Develo-
pment Commission insofaras it
seeks tocurcail or circumscribe
In any way the exercise by the
State of powers in relation to
a devalved subject is unaccep-
table, Ecological Balances can
be maintained, and environ-
mental  consideration  duly
heeded by a State, without
interference by such a commsi-
sion.

The formulation of this new
proposal, at this time when
devolution is under conside=
ration militates against the
very essence of develution,
and is seen as effort to stifle
the exercise of devolved po-
wWers.,

The proposal that the National
Resources Development com-
mission should consider and
approve of settlement schemes
proposed by the State reveals
the true motive for the setcing
up of this commission. This
proposal would wreck the
whole concept of devolution,
The Tamils oppose this
proposal.



POWER RESERVED TO THE
MINISTER :

| The Censral Minister will
have no povers in respect of
a devolved subject, within the
territorial limits of a State,
There will be no reserved
powers on the subject of Land.

STAFF :

1 The staff responsible for land
administration wicthin the ter-
ritorial limits of the State
will be the Staff of the State
and subject to its disciplinary
control. Such staff could be
staff which has been seconded
for service in the State, or
staff which has been directly
recruited to serve the State.

Il Meither the Government
Agent, nor the Head of the
Dept, whose officer/officers
have been seconded for service
to a State, would exercise
direct disciplinary control over
any membar of the staff in the
service of a State.

Il In the case of an officer
seconded for service in  the
State, the Head of the Depart-
ment to which such officer
is permanently attached, would
act, except for valid reason,
in keeping with the recom-
mendation of the executive
of the State in regard to
the officers continuance or
otherwise in the service of
the State, his increments,
promotional prospects etc.

IV The mattersin respect of which
the Head of the Department
may exercise control over the
officer/officers seconded could
be worked out, but, cannot
be, in relation to the perfor-
mance by the officer of duties
and functions in respect of
the subject devolved.

¥ In respect of other aspects
of the service of such officers,
during the period of their
attachment to the State,
co—ordination between the
Head of Department to which
officer is permanently attached,

the executive of the State
and the State pubilc Services
Commission may be necessary,

VIl Unless State is able to exe-
rcise effective control over
its staff, develution would
become a mockery. The autho-
rity of the Executive of the
State over Its staff must be
unquestioned.

FOREIGN FUNDED PROIECTS :

| The State would have the
power to mobilise financial
resources by receiving grants
and by raising loans.

Il Whether any procedures, have
to be laid down, in respect
of the receipt by a State
of foreign funded grants and
leans and If so such procedures
may be determined.

I If such foreign funded loan
or grant relates to a specific
project  within the scopes of
a devolved subject, and the
project falls within the ter-
ritorial limits of a State the

State would be the Imple-
menting agency.
IV If such foreign: funded loan

or grant is to the Centre
and relates to a specific pro-
ject within the scope of a
devolved subject, and falls
within the territorial limits
of a State, the fund will be
transferred to the State, and
the state would be the imple-
menting agency. The sanction
of the funding country or agen-
cy may have to be J:reﬂcusiy
or latterly obtained.

V' If such foreign funded loan or
grant is to the centre and is
a block allecation related to
a particular field of activicy
in the whole country, and
such activity falls within the
scope of a devolved subject,
then the amount apportionable
to a State, in consultation
with the executive of the
State, shall be transferred to
it and the State shall be the
implementing agency for such
activity.

Reagan’s Policies. ..
(Continued from page 1)

the attackers were Jonas Savim-

bi’s men. They used bullets,
machetes and knives., They killed
wamen, children, a Methodist
pastor.

That Incident was consistent
with -the general pattern of
Savimbi terrorism. The Sayimbi

forces plant mines in the produc-
tive farming areas of Angola,
with the intent — and effect — of
driving farmers into thes over-
burdened cities. Thousands of
people have lost legs. The Inter-
national Red Cross has opened
a factory to make artificial limbs.

The Savimbi tactics are no
secret. Diplomats have  been
reporting them fora long time.
Mr. Savimbi boasts of shooting
down civillan airliners. He has
taken groups of foreigners as
hostages and marched them hund-
reds of miles.

The  Reagan  administration
shows no embarrassment at any
of that. It is evidently proceeding
with its planned shipments of
military aid to Mr. Savimbi. A
story in The Weekly Mail of
South Africasays that ClA Director
William Casey visited South
Africa in Harr.g to make plans
for that aid.

To fight communism, we are
told, America must turna blind

eye to savagery. The frony Is
that in the long run It 15
damaging its own Interests, The

legacy of the Reagan doctrine in
Micaragua and Augola will ;be
anti-Americanism.

Does anyone care! Not many
in Mr. Reagan's Washington,
eyvidently. The House of Represen-
tatives caved in on aid to the
contras in June., In the Senate,
even a man as sensible on most
Issues as Bill Bradley has casta
crucial vore for that aid. Buc
| think the American character
will tell in the end, and turn
Americans in revulsion from such
evil,

— The New York Times,
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Development Lottery — the
lottery with the Midas touch,
the pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow to tens of thousands
of ordinary people — has be-
come a household word in
Sri Lanka.

With the three chances of winning that it offers, Development
Lottery holds out your brightest chance u+a personal fortune
which can be over a million rupees.

Development Lottery proceeds are channelled through the
President’s Fund to promote ‘the development and prosperity
of your country.

Mahapala Scholarships, President’s Scholarships for post-
graduate studies abroad, tube wells to provide drinking water and
granting of relief to victims of natural disasters are some of the

activities financed by the Development Lottery through the
President's Fund.

So when you next spend Rs, 10/~ to huv a Development
Lottery ticket, remember that you hold.in your hand not just
the prospect of your own fortune but the key to your cuuntr\r 5
@rogress.

D UELGPMENT — Your 3-way chance toa fortune —

L@TrtRy . Your country’s promise of progress.



PRESS COUNCIL

ORDER

An article published in the ‘Lanka Guardjan’
of the 15th February, 1982 was the cause of a
complaint made by Prof. Kingsley de Silva, dated
the 20th April, 1982 against Mr. Mervyn de
Silva, Editor, as well as against the publisher,
printer and proprietor of the 'Lanka Guardian',
a magazine published fortnightly. The article
was entitled “History of Lanka — Great Minds
Agree?”’ and the complainant alleged that it
contained the imputation that he has been guilty
of plagiarism and had not conformed to accepted
academic standards with regard to acknowledging
the works of other authors. This article was
produced in evidence marked PIl.

The complaint is that the article Is untrue,
distorted and improper and the complainant
seeks as his relief the publication of hoth
censure and ecorrection In this magazine; he also
seaks costs.

The article contains ‘correspondences’ between
passages in the complainant’s book, ‘A History
of Sri Lanka', which was published in [98] by
the Oxford University Press, and four other
authors, Michael Roberts, L.A. Wickremeratne,
S.B.D. de Silva and A.D.Y. de 5. Indraratne,
whose works were written in 1973, 1975 and
1966, that is, some years earlier. The similarity
In the language of each pair of correspondences
Is the basis of the imputation of plagiarism.

However that may be, two of these scholars,
Dr. Michael Roberts and Dr. L.A. Wickremeratne,
wrote letters, one from Adelaide and the other
from Illinois, about the imputations in the article,
clearing Prof. K.M. de Silva of all impropriety.
So far as they are cencerned, therefore, Prof.
K.M. de Silva is completely absolved. Their
letters were published in the ‘Lanka Guardian®
and were produced in evidence marked P2 and
P3 respectively. In fact, Mr. Mark Fernando,
P.C. for the complainant also produced marked
P4 a passage from the complainant's Preface to
his ‘History of Sri Lanka', which contains the
following stacement: *| have relied mainly on
published and unpublished material, much of it
produced by my colleagues In the Department
of History at the University of Peradeniya, many
of whom have also, in discussions, guided me
through minefields of controversy in their areas
of specialisation'’, This acknowledgement, together
with the evidence given by Prof. K.M. de Silva
about the practice of collaborative research,
complements the letters sent by Dr. Roberts
and Dr. Wickremeratne,

So far as Dr, Indraratne ‘Is concernsd, six
extracts, all short, are more or less reflected
at page 464 of the complainant’s ‘History of

Sri Lanka' At the foot of this page there is
a reference to Dr. Indraratne’s book ‘The Ceylon
Economy, From the Great Depression to the
Great Boom' published in 1966 and learned
Counsel for the complainant submitted that this
reference was sufficient acknowledgament.

The bitterest dispute in this inquiry was
that between Prof. K.M, de Silva as complainant
on the one hand and Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva on
the other hand. They both gave evidence before
this Council. The only other witness for the
complainant was Dr. A.l, Wilson but his evidence
does not touch the dispute between the complainant
and Dr, S5.B.D. de Silva. Dr. Wilson spoke to
the high esteem In which Prof, K.M. de Silva
was held In academic circles both in Sri Lanka
and abroad,

It is not in dispute that the complainant
and Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva had atone time engaged
in collaborative research with each other as such,
They knew each other for many years but each
aﬁpeared to have pursued his own way both in
their work and in the circles in which they
moved. There was of course a certain overlap
in their circles of acquaintances and colleagues.
The complainant as w&ﬂ as Dr .5.B.D. de Silva
had made clear mistakes in their evidence so far
as they relied on their memory alone. However,
documents were produced on behalf of both and
these documents helped to seme extent to clear

the confusion that resulted from their defective
ITlEITIDrJ".
Prof. K.M. de Silva relied on a bound

typed copy produced in evidence marked PID
which was a draft of part of the work which
appeared under the title 'History of Sri Lanka'
by Prof. K.M. de Silva published by the Oxford
University Press in 1981, In evidence Prof. K.M.
de Silva stated at one point that he had
finished this typescript between the end of 1976
or the first part of [977. He also said that
when he finished PI0, he had not previously
seen any written work by Dr. S.B.D. de Silva
from which he could have drawn material for
PI0O. Elsewhere, Prof. K.M. de Silva said that
he would date PI0 any time batween [975 and
1976, He also scated that he took this

document with him when he went to England
in 1976.

In spite of all these discrepancies, there is
internal evidence supplied by the document PIO
itself. Ac page 916 or PI0 there is a reference
to the ‘“death, at the end of April 1977 of
Mr. 5.0.¥. Chelvanayagam, leader of the TUF,
President of the Federal Party and undisputep
leader of the indigenous Tamils'. One must
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assume therefore, that PI0 must have been
completed by Prof. K. M. de Silva towards the
middle of 1977 at the earliest.

Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva in his evidence relied
on a mimeograph produced in evidence marked
DI5 and he alsorelied on a typescript document
smaller In volume produced marked D7. After
some revision DI5 emerged as a book published
by Routledge & Keagan Paul in February 1984
Dr. S.B.D. de Silva on his own admission is a
very painstaking writer reluctant to have his
books published because he was engaged in an
almost continuous process of revising and polishing
them. There is internal evidence here too:
pages 3 and 4 of D7 are identical with pages
398 — 400 of DI5; indeed, identity begins with
the second paragraph of the first page of D7
and the beginning of [page 397 of DI5 and
continues till part of page 10 of D7 and part
of page 404 of  DI5. After that there Is a
divergence.

Our concern however is with pages 3 and 4
of D7 and pages 398 — 400 of DI5 because the
eight correspondences set out In Pl are all
drawn from these particular pages of D7 or
DI5 as the case may be on the one hand and
page 273 of the complainant’s ‘History of Sri
Lanka' on the other hand. The question that
arises is whether the document DI5 did reach
Prof. .M. de Silva, as alleged by Dr. 5.B.D.
de Silva early enough for Prof. K.M. de Silva
to introduce passages from that work into his
‘History of Sri Lanka'. On this point, a
Professor of Geography, Dr, Gerald Peiris played
a material part. The defence produced a copy
of a letter marked D? dated [5.12.198] sent
by Dr. S.B.D, de Silva to Dr. Gerald Peiris.
D9 has this passage: "'You may recall that
| handed over to you in Singapore in 1976
a bound cyclostyled copy of an earlier wversion
published given to Kingstey de Silva for his
comments... |should be grateful if | could have
it back. The defance also produced marked
D10, the reply sent by Prof. Gerald Peiris
to Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva dated [Bth December.
D10 has this passage: ‘‘The copy of your
manuscript which | brought across from Singapore
was handed over to Kingsley shortly after
my recurn”’,

It would appear that Prof. K.M. de Silva
had access to Dr. S.B.D. de Silva's' book
before he had completed his drafc PIO.
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Unexpectedly, another document from -Dr.
Gerald Pelris appeared in the course of this
nquiry. This Is a letter produced marked PI7
dated |2th February, 1986 regarding the mimeograph,
At this juncture Dr. Gerald Peiris asdmits that
Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva handed the mimeograph to
him towards the end of 1975 but goes on to
state  that he first mentioned this to the
complainant late In 1977 and that the complainant
then said he was too busy and Dr. Gerald
Peiris did not hand this document to him at
that stage. So much for PI7.

However, the complainant in is evidence stated
that Dr. Gerald Peiris handed the mimeograph to
him at the end of 1978 or early 1979, The Council
is faced with the contradiction between D [0 and
P I7 both documents written by Prof. Gerald
Peiris. lc is surely reasonable to assume that Dr,
Gerald Peiris® memory was fresher in December
1981 than in February 1986, four years later.

There is no doubt that Dr. 5,B.D de Silva
and Prof. K.M de Silya were hostile to each other,
There is evidence before this Council that even
before the article complalned of was published In
the ‘Lanka Guardian® of 15th February, 1982, Prof.
K.M. de Silva and Dr. 5.B.D de Silva had some
idea of what it was going to reveal. The [etter
sent by the Complainant to Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva
and produced in evidence marked D |6 was dated
l0th February, 1982: it was clearly- a prior
warning given to him with regard to any allegation
that the complainant had made extensive use of
Dr. §.B.D. de Silva’s material without giving him
due acknowledgement. lt also contains this sen-
tence: ‘“‘If your name does not appear either In
the text or In a footnote, it Is for the simple
reason that | have not used your material in my
work''. Dr. S.B.D: de Silva's reply dated |5ch
February, 1982 (which is the date of the publica-
tion complalned of) was produced in evidence
marked DI7. It refers to the congruencies bet-
weaen their respective writings. He states: “There
appear to be similarities in form and content,
sentence construction and pharasipg®’, and he calls
for a clarificaiton. It appears therefere, thatt he
the parties knew what it was all about even before
the publication of PI.

It Is relevant that Prof. K.M. de Silva's ©A
History of Sri Lanka' is a wvolume of 603 pages.
Dr. S5.B.D. de Silva's mimeograph DI5 contains
46| duplicating pages 8" x [3". In size therefore



they are comparable, Yet the correspondences or
congruencies between them are contained in only
one page — page 273 — of the complainant's A
History of Sri Lanka'' and pages 398 — 400 of CI5,
the mimeograph.

On the evidence before the Councii, It is
possible to find that Prof. K.M de Silya made
use of some sentences from a then unpublisheb
work of Dr. S.B.D. de Silva. Academic scholars

are expected to be meticulous and particular in
their approach but an over meticulous person may

regard a venial lapseas a cardinal sin. When one
looks at the entirety of Prof. K.M. de Silva's
informative “A History of Sri Lanka', the un-
acknowledged borrowing is not so significant as
to warrant the charge or question whether he
was guilty of plagiarism, a vice not unknown to
literary, academic or political circles. For instance,
the 1966 edition of the Encyclopaedia Britanica
had this to say of the French Author Stendhal's
Book: :

sl es Lettres ecrites de Vienne en Autriche sur
le celebre compositeur, Joseph Haydn, ...."". *‘Here
in he pillaged Carpani, Schlichtegrall, Winckler
and Cramer. His plagiarism would have brought
him less reproach if he had acknowledged them
more generously'. As In fact about three—fourths
of Stendhal’s book consisted of plagiarisms, the
criticism is well Justified, Plagiarism which appro-
aches pillage is clearly reprehensible; but in this
case there is certainly no pillage.

It will suffice, in the Council's view If the
following correction is published :

““CORRECTION.

In the issue of the ‘Lanks Guardian' of
I5th February, 1982, there was an article
entitled ‘'History of Lanka — Great Minds
Agree? dealing with Prof. K.M. de Silva's
“A History of Sri Lanka"

The writer of the article posed the ques-
tion “Has Prof, De Silva opened himself to

allegations of plagiarism (question mark omit-
ted).

After an exhaustive inquiry, the Press
Council finds that it is possible that Prof. K,
M. de Silva made use of a few sentences
from a then unpublished work of Dr. 5.B.D.
de Silva who was the chief witness for the
defence,

When one looks at the entirety of Prof.
¥.M. de Silva's informative and extensive
book, the unacknowledged borrowing is not
significant enough to justify question whether
he has committed pjagiarism, Dr. S$.B.D. de
Silva was indignant that his work had been
made use of without acknowledgement. Prof.
K.M. de Silva was equally indignant at the
charge of Plagiarism. Indignation in this case
dose not provide Justification for the charge
of plagiarism though It appears to provide an
explanation for it and was the motive force
behind the parties to this inquiry: a contest
between an academic whohad published little
and one who had published much.

To this extent the article [s improper.
The correspondences themselyes are neither
untrue nor distorted.”

In the circumstances, no costs “are ordered

Sgd. Chairman,

August 08, 1986, Srl Lanka Press Councll.

IN THE PRESS COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA
NO.S2/82]465

In the matter of a complaint under section
9(1) of the Sri Lanka Press Council Law
MNe.5 of 1973,

Between

Prof. Kingsley M. de Silva
of 1135/3, Peradeniya Road,
Peradeniya.

Complainant,

And

1. Mervyn de Silva,
Editor, ‘Lanka Guardian'
Mo. 246, Union Place,
Colombo 2,

2. lanka Guardian Publishing
House Co. Ltd. ,
Publisher & Proprietor,
‘Lanka Guardian’,

Mo. 246, Union Place,
Colombo 2.
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3, The Proprietor of Ananda Press,

The Printer, ‘Lanka Guardian®,
MNo. 825, Wolfendhal Street,
Colombe 13

Defendants

VWHEREAS a complaint dated 20th April, 1982
was made by Prof, Kingsley M. de Silva of No. 1135/3
Peradeniya Road, Peradeniya that there has been.
published untrue, distorted and improper statements
in the newspaper, ‘Lanka Guardian' in Its issue of
I15th February, 1982, In an article under the heading
*“History of Srl Lanka — Great Minds Agree” dealing
with Prof. K.M, de Silva’s book called 'A History
of Sri Lanka’,

AND WHEREAS the said Article contains the
question ‘“‘Has Prof, de Silva opened himself to
allegations of plagiarism™ (question mark omited),
AND WHEREAS the Council held an Inquiry in
the prescribed manner into the said complaint and
found that, when the entirety of the said book
is looked at, any unacknowledged borrowing by
the complainant is not significant enough to justify
the suggestion of plaglarism and that to that
extent the article is Improper.

AND WHEREAS it is necessary to make order
in terms of Section 9%(l) (a) of The 5ri Lanka
Press Council Law, No.5 of 1973.

- Therefore, the Correction
respect of the aforesaid article.

be published in

AND further orders that the Editor, the
Printer, the Publisher and the Proprietor publish
the aforesaid correction in the ‘Lanka Guardian’
in conformity with the contents of the Schedule
hereto and that the correction be published on
or before I5th September, [986 in an issue of
the Lanka Guardian'.

I. Signed Manel Abhayaratna
.Member

2, Signed Leslie Ivor Fernando
Member

3. Signed M. Hussein
Member

4. Signed G.5. Perera
Member

5. Signed K.B. Sugathadasa
Member

6. Signed Prof. Tennakoon Vimalananda
Member
(Signed 1.WV. Subasinghe, President’s Counsel
— Chalrman)
Seal:
Signed Secretary
Address of the Council: 37, Keppetipola Mawatha,
Colombo 5

Date August 08, 1986, (Schedule attached)

SCHEDULE
Order by the Sri Lanka Press Council
“CORRECTION"

In the issue of the ‘Lanka Guardian' of [5th
February, 1982, there was an article entitled
“History of Lanka — Great Minds Agree!’" dealing
with Prof. K.M. de Silva’s “A History” of Sri
Lanka'".

The writer of the article posed the question
“Has Prof. De Silva opened himself to allegations
of plagiarism (question mark omitted).

After an exhaustive inquiry, the Press Council
finds that it Is possible that Prof. K.M. de Silva
made use of a few sentences from a then unpuph-
lished work of Dr. 5.B.D. de Silva who was the
chlef witness for the defence.

When one looks at the entirety of Prof. K,

M. de Silva's informative and extensive book,
the unacknowledged borrowing is not significant
enough to justify the question whether he had

committed plagiarism. Dr. S.B.D. de Silva was
indignant that his work had been made of without
acknowledgement, Prof. K.M. da Silva was equally
indignant at the charge of plagiarism. Indignation
In this case does not provide justification for the
charge of plagiarism though it appears to provide
an explanation for it and was the motive force
behind the parties to this inquiry: a contest between
an academic who had published little and ene who
had published much.

To this extent, the article 1s [mproper.
The correspondences themselves are neither untrue
distorced.

Mr. Mark Fernande, P.C.

Professor K. M. de Silva.

Mr. K. Shinya, Attorney-aot—Law appeared for
the Lanka Guardian In the first stage of the
proceedings.

appedred for

When Mr. Shinya was wnoble to continue
due to illness, the Lanka Guardion was repre-
sented by Mr. K. C. F. Wijewickrema, Attorney—
at-Law.




A Prison Without Walls:

A Review of a South African play

Asinamali!

Serena Tennekoon

As the violence of apartheid
continues to rage in South

Africa, the (curbed) media em-
phasises the politics — arrests,
bans, detentions, bombs  and
deaths. The human aspects of

this political upheaval are all too
quickly obscured; and it seems
hardly possible that in such tragic
times Black South Africans can
laugh at the absurdity of their
lives as transformed under apartheid.
This is precisely what the play
Asinamali! and the film Woza
Albert do. They are dramatic
explorations which traverse that

thin line between comedy and
tragedy,

The play's title Asinamali!
means “‘YWe have no money."

It was the rallying cry of a de-
monstration against the rent hikes
in Lamontville township in 1983,
The leader of this pretese, Msizi
Dube, a member of the outlawed
African Matienal Congress who
had already served ten years in
the maximum securicy prison of
Robben Island, was a community
councillor of the township. Dube
was later killed by security forces,
and In the play, one of the
characters describes him as a hero,
It was the Lamontville incident
that inspired the play Asinamali !

Playwright Mbongeni Ngema Is
a2 thirty—year—old native of the
Durban area, who grew up In
several of Durban’s slums and
townships. After dropping out
of high school, Ngema tried his

The author sow the play ot Cornell
University in fuly [985. [t was presented
by The Market Theater Co. {Johanesbur g)
and Colombia  Artists Theatrical Corp.,
and sponsored by Cornell University's
various special programs.

hand unsuccessfully at several (man-
ual) Jobs and drifced into theater
as a guitarist. His acting career

was accldental: he made his
debut standing in for the Ilead
in the play Isigeino. Finally, in

1982, he became famous for his
part in the collaborative produc-
tion of Woza Albert. After
touring the United Scactes with
Woza Albert, Ngema returned
to South Africa and formed Com-
mitted Artists, a group concerned
with directing their artistic ener-
gles at attacking racial opperation,

Referring to his play, Asina-
mali !, MNgema says, “its genesis
lies in the removals, forced evic-
tions. .. (and) tent cities in the
rain,"’ * On stage, however, there
are no forced evictions or card-
board shacks. Instead, they are
the ever present background rea-
lity which sustains the play, On
stage are five men in_a prison
cell. The only props consist of
2 bench and 2 wooden frame sus-
pended at right backstage. Through-
out the play the cell becomes
the larger prison of black South
Africa, as the five men enact
through song, dance, mime and
prose the circumstances which
brought them behind bars. There
is Thal Cale a farm-hand on a
white—owned pig farm, who Is
discovered by his employer gran-
ting sexual favours to the latter’s
wife and Incarcerated for defying
the Immorality Act. Bongani Hle-
phe, a migrant labourer gives a
devastatingly funny account of the
“pillar—to-post'’ run-a-round that
is necessary to secure a work per-
mit. The humour is laced with
terror as Hlophe's frustration lead
to murder. Bheki Mqadi is an
innecent victim of a security raid:
he was the wrong colour at the
wrong place and time. Solomzj
Bisholo is a petty pickpocket

who has no quaims about plying
his trade at funerals and demons-
trations. And the young™ Bhoyi
Ngema, who was a follower of
the late Msizi Dube, gives us a
gripping account of the Lamont-
ville demonstration which provides
yet another instance of how very
ordinary people can be driven to
militancy on some very basicissues,
like housing.

(To be Continued)

Impressions . . .
(Continued from page 13)

@ The ‘new’ China | visited does
not wish to be left behind, es-
pecially after the setbacks suffered
during the Cultural Revolution and
the confusion it created. It wants
to advance rapidly and become a
modern, developed nation by the
2lst century. For that same rea-
son, China wants peace, stable
conditions in the region, and a
world not threatened by wars
and military conflicts. The Prime
Minister of China was out of
Beijing accompanying the Austra-
lian Prime Minister. | had a long
and informative conversation with
the Deputy Prime Minister, |
was convinced of China's desire
for peace and friendship with all
neighbours, and for world peace.
I consider myself fortunate that
| was able to re-visit China after
nearly IS5 years, and see for
myself how a great people were
making their future, with self-
confidence, strong resolve and
patriotism,
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DIVINE REVELATION IN
PALI BUDDHISM

by Peter Masefield

In this study of initiation in the Nikayas (Discourses
of the Buddha), Peter Masefield, Pali scholar and translator
of Buddhist texts, presents evidence which makes it clear
that salvation in original Buddhism depended on the saving
intervention of the Buddha's grace and that, contrary to the
now commonly accepted view of Buddhism as a rationalistic
philosophy of self-endeavour, the picture that emerges from
a careful examination of the canonical texts is one of
Buddhism as a revealed religion in every sense of the term
and the Buddha as every bit the divine guru.

In considering the relationship of Buddhism to the
Brahmanic tradition, Dr Masefield shows that the Buddha
was critical of the brahmins solely on the grounds that they
no longer lived up to the social and religious ideals associated
with their predecessors, and that, if the Buddha was a
reformer, this was only so in the sense that he advocated
a return to the former conservatism of Vedic India.

Published by
The Sri Lanka Institute of Traditional Studies
(P. 0. Box 1204, Colombo)
and
George Alien & Unwin (London)
Hardcover Rs 750/—

from

TAPROBANE HOTEL BOOKSHOP




Our business

goes beyond tobacco.

Far well aver five decades we have begn involved in the 1obacea industry in
Sri Lanka, We are pioneers in tobacco growing, promoting sclf-
employment and generating income for the rural farmer, We contribute

1o government revenue and earn foreign exchange for the country,

Utilising our expertise, we hove ventured inlo ather felds, Horticulture and
alternate fuels are just two of them.

‘We have establishad a tissue cultura laboratory, mainky for the development
of new varieries of orchids, We also produce tissue guliured
strawherry and hogse plents lor export,

In ourtsearch for alternate fuels, we have perfected the manufagiure of
briquettes out of waste coir dust, These brigueties offer a solid fuel
alteznative 1o luel oil and to firewood,

We also offer consultancy services in energy conservalion,

QI
Ceylon Tobacco Company Limited

A member of the B-A-T Groun.
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

® They who guard the freedom of speech & expressien
® They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

- dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH QUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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