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THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

A massive Port Expansion Project has transformed
Colombo into a modern Container Handling Port and
Transhipment Centre qualifying for “Base Port” status

with the following additional facilities to the Industrial

and Commercial Port Users:

@ Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Fertilizer and Cement.

@ Rebagging and Reprocessing facilities.

@ A Streamlined Bonding Service.

A
Any special requirements could be arranged for on request.

Enquiries :

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

19, Church Street, P. O. Box 595,
Colombao, Sri Lanka.

Telephone: 256559 Telex: 21805 PORTS CE




NO STOOGE OR
SYCOPHANT

Wihy did the Commissioner of
Elections and his officials take
almost four years to prepare a
report. on the December 1982
referendurm and why did rthey
decide to release this report,
which is in many ways a damning
indictment, at this particular mo-
ment 2 UNP'ers are stumned: the
the SLFP and the other opposi-
tion parties are overfoyed but
remain  puzzled. The [LN.P.
reaction can only be described in
the phrase now closely associated
with  Natfonal Security Minister
Lalith Athulathmudali as a “*deaf-
ening silence™. The long delay
is explained by the Commissioner
who points, out the difference
between  petitions filed against
an election in a single constituency
and againt a referendum.

Whatever the reason, it took
courage, and  Commissioner
Chandrananda de Silva and his
staff’ have dealt a  well-timed
blow to the widespread popular
belief thar the independence and
integrity of Sri Lanka's public
service was a relic of the past.
The publication of the report had
a pleasing touch of irony, too.

Earlier in the week Finance
Minister Ronnie de Mel, for
many years an able civil servant
himself, had lamented the con-
spicuous absence of independent,
analytical minds “in a country
which he said was full of stooges
and sycophants.

At a conference sponsored by
the new Institute of Policy Studies
he recounted a personal experi-
ence. “My efforis in 1978 fo set
up a think—tank did not mate-
rialise. I got together a set of
wellknown people to undertake
this task. I told them what I
expected of them was an indepen-
dent  opinion  and a second
look at development issues. T did
not want sycophants and stooges.
They met a few times and
probably gor cold feet. Probably
they did not expect this govern-
ment to last this long’ — clear
evidence of poor judgment !*’

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

Mr.  Ranil Wickremasinghe
wears Iwo hals — Education and

|
|

Youth Affairs — but he wasn't
talking through either when he
spoke at the Thurstan College
prize-giving where fe was the
chief guest. Belween 1977 and
1954, there were about a million
Jobless youth. The government
dndthe private sector had together
offered sufficient job opportuni-
ties to mieet the needs of niost
Job-seekers.

The strains on the economy
after July 1983, the ethnic canflict
and the ‘war’, had seriously impai-
red the government’s efforis fo
cope with unemployment, he said.
To emphasise the magnitude of
the problem the government faced,
the Eduecation Minister said that
some three million young men
andd women will leave school next
year and leak for jobs.

MEDIUM AND THE
MESSAGE

Ah !t Another Commission of

Inquiry. Neot quite. Just a Commit-
tee of two to investigate and report
on the stare af afairs of the
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. On its credibility as  the
major communications medium
(4,000,000 receiving sefs) or on
Programme—content 7 On its *Edu-
cation’ service to schools? On
ity news coverage of national
evenis 2 On how much ftime it
gives fo the long-winded perora-
tions of politicians, and their
hurrah-boys? On the island-wide
tamashas organised by political

(Continued on page 28)
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C.R. D:
A CLARIFICATION

The CRD wishes to clarify
ohe aspect of its statement
published in the Guardjan of
st December, |1986. The Oxford
dictionary defines “‘majoricy”’
as either “'the greater number"
or “More than half of a set
of people or things'’. The CRD
in Its statement defined ““Tamil
malority areas'’ using the first
definition (ie. areas where Tamils
are the largest single group).
It is In that context that we
suggested that a contiguous
zone may be drawn to evolve
a Tamil Echnic Region using
AGA divisions (according to
the |98] census). This clarifi-
cation has been sought from
the CRD by many groups inter-
ested in the article which
appeared,

Reggie Siriwardene
(for C. R, D.)

REDS UNDER THE
AMNESTY BED

Your journal gives lot of pro-
minence to a body called
Amnesty International. You

(Continued an page 5}
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A unified and unique
contribution through
diversification

The Browns Group of Companies cover almost every aspect
of trade, industrial and agricultural development in Sri Lanka.
With the accent on Group Progress through diversification and
specialisation, each Member of Associate Company is equipped
to provide services and goods of the highest standard. Yet the
Group, as a whole, is based on a concept of unified service,
which assures you of the overall benefits of its combined
resources.
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FOREIGN POLICY

TO THE

Mervyn de Silva

frer July 1983, Sri Lanka’s

ethnic issue, which always
had an external aspect, was drama-
tically externalised—Tamilnadu and
India, the Tamil diaspora and the
pro-Eelam propaganda drive, the
Aid-Group, World Bank and IMF,
the world press, the NGO's and the
Human Rights groups; U.S., UK.,
Pakistan and Israel and other
sources of security,assistance and
arms supplies.

Muslims/Tamils

(Mr. Haleem Ishak)

I' feel that afeer the lzraclis went
into the Eastern Province they created
the rifc between the Muslims and the
Tamils there, They will noc only
create a rifc between the Muslims and
the Tamlls, | assure this House today,
Sir, but they will create rifts even
between the Sinhalese and the Muslims
living in the same villages all over the
COUNLTY.

(A Member)

I= that your opinion or the opinion
of the party?
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

That (s the opinion of the Sri Lanka
Freedam Party.

(A Member)
Utterly irresponsible statement.

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
That is your view. | gave the view
of the SLEP. Irresponsible? Mever

fiad the Muslims fought the Tamils
befor.

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishalk)

_ Mever had the Muslims fought the
Tamils befora,

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
For the first time this happened.

HMr. M. Haleem Ishak)

The Muslims disagree wicth Tamlls an
=== guestion, the division of this
cooatry,

{Hr. Anura Bandaranaike)
Never had they fought before:

FORE

What we have witnessed in the
past weeks is the emergence of

the external or foreign policy
factor as an equally important,
if not the dominant, factor In

the Sri Lankan equation. Who else
could see this sudden change so
clearly but the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, a Muslim? '*You seized
the two situations because you
need some ammunition you had
to use (Interruption) Yes. So
you made use of the situation. ..
why did you say its my bad
time. .. It is my good time™,
Mr. Hameed told the Opposition,
concluding his s=peech on the
Foreign Ministry vote during the
budget debate. (Mov. 28).

In a <clever but essentially
defensive manouevre, he sajd that
these two situactions — the Her-
zog visit and the Sri Lankan vote
on the Falklands at the UN —
were the only two ‘issues’ which
the Opposition could pick as
debating polints. Falklands was
indeed ammunition for the Oppo-
sition because the UNP's foreign
policy had placed Srl Lanka in
the humble company of Belize
and Oman by voting with Britain
and against Argentina, backed by
over 1000 members, including Bri-
tain's closest alljes, But the Falk-
lands shot was hardly a wounding
blow. Mr. Bandaranaike, the Cppo-
sition Leader, made maximum use
of it but only to ridicule the
EOVErMmEnt.

It was the other situation that
mattered, and Mr. Hameed, 2
seasoned politician knew this. He
is reported to have told a colleague
“shrewd move' — meaning Mr.

Bandaranajke's use of the Herzog —

visit to win over for an SLFP,
whose paosition on the ethnic issue
had alienated the island’s biggest
minority — the Tamils, the other
important minority, the Muslims,
Not only the Muslims, however.
There was the external con-

BACKGROUND

sideration — India most of all
where bridges damaged. during

* the Chidambaram visit had to be
-repaired; the Arabs and the non-

aligned; specially the nonaligned
radicals with whom the SLFP has
always had much warmer ties than
the UMP. Indeed the UNP, on
the Herzog visit, found itself in
the company of its one-time idol
and mentor, Lee Kwan Yew's
Singapore. And Singapore in turn
had roused the ire of its two
Muslim neighbours, Malaysia and
Indonesia. (See Herzog visit draws
wrath, . ."')

Since the whole of Hulftsdorp
knows about it, the much better
informed Mr. Bandaranajke must
have been privy to the tough
talking that Mr. Natwar Singh did
when Mr, Rajiv Gandhi's two Minis-
ters of State (the other was Mr.
P. Chidambaram) met President
JR., Messrs Achulathmudali, Gaminl
Dissanayake and Hameed, and the
government's top legal advisers,
The tough ‘hope-you-are-prepared
—to-take-the—consequences’ passa-
ge had nothing to do with deve-
lution, corridors, or even the
Tamils. It was exclusively con-
fined to Sri Lanka’s foreign rela-
tions, particularly lsrael and Pakis-
tan, and its implicactions for Indian
regional policy and national secu-
rity concerns.

The only other equally strong
exchange was over ‘the military
option.

Despite the respectful clasped

hands in orjental salutation to
the wise, experienced, senior
statesman of S A AR.C., the Sri
Lankan President, Mr. MNatwar
Singh's words conveyed nothing
less than the clearest warning
that Delhi has yet given to

Colombe on the latter’s foreign
policy course.

And this mind you was before
the Gorbachev visit which was



described by INDIA TODAY as ‘The
Second Heneymoon'. There isn't
the slightest doubt that the firm
foundations of Indo-Soviet friend-
ship were not only reinforced
but that the Soviet leader fully
endorsed India's nonalignment and
backed Indian regional policy to
the hilt, just as much as India
expressed its full support to the
Soviet view on the fundamental
problems of war, peace and dis-
armament. WWith that very special
relationship strengthened, Indian
foreign pelicy in the area will
speak with an even more self
—confident .and assertive voice.
Almost the exact opposite [s true
of the Reagan administration, a
lame duck presidency now a dead
duck as a US columnist noted.

The weakness currently evident
in the US adminiscration will not
only affect the projection of US
powar but s bound to affect US
allles in the region, notably Pakis-

tan and Sri Lanka,
When Mr. Bandaranaike chose
to make [srael the main thruse

of his anti-UNP onslaught, he was
thus exploiting percelved UNP
weakness both external and inter-
nal.

The appeal to the Muslim com-
munity comes at a3 time when
the situation in the eastern pro-
vince and Muslim Interests in
that reglon, in the context of
the government's proposal for
three provinclal councils and the
Tamil demand for north—east lin-
kage, are the subject of intense
debate among Muslims. It 5 in
this perspective that the advent
of a new "‘independent' political
party, the Srilanka Muslim Con-
gress, should be viewed, bearing
very much in mind that the SLMC
ieagersmp is obviously more repre-
sentative of the Tamil-speaking
Muslims of the east than of the
Sinhala-speaking business—oriented
Muslim political elite of  the
western seaboard. It is a total
rejection of the traditional Muslim
plea for participation in ‘maln-
stream polities’, (See MUSLIM
COMNGRESS). The SLMC president,
Mer. Ashraff has now called for a

separate Muslim P, C., and for
Tamil to be made an official language,
and both Sinhala and Tamil to
be made compulsory.

While the position of the Tamil-
speaking Muslims of the east has
been a special problem, the pres-
sure of the physical situation in
the province {t'{lﬂ armed conflict)
and the pressure of the all-impor-
tant Government-Tamil negotia-
tions on the future of that pro-
vince, have combined te make the
chzllenge facing this communicy
especially urgenc. Bur there's yet
another issue which has surfaced
recently to cause agitated cop-
cern within the entire Muslim
community and in fact o put
the Muslim elite en a confron-
tation course with the govern-
ment. | refer of course to the
government-appointed Committes
on “Personal Laws'', (See Muslims
Defend Sharia, L. G. Nov. 15).
Although the government s not
talking about jt, and the press
has almeost ignored the jssue, the
Muslim community Is quite dis-
turbed.

It is the mischlef makers who are
trying to mis-read the true inten-
tions behind the formation of =
lscparate political party for the Mus-
ims.

A separate political party Iz only
a manifestation of the fundamental
rights'afl a group of persons. Ie does
not necessarily mean that the people
who subscriba to such a notion are
Intending
main=stream of politics,  After all
what do the advocates of the theory
that the minerities should remain
within the main-stream of palitics
mean! Do they mean that whatever
the national political parties do In
the name of main-stream politics the
minority communities should condone
however harmful it could be to
themt

We tha Muslims want o declare
that we are part of this soil. Wa
are entitled to be respected as a
national minerity, our aspirations be
honoured and fulfilled. Let us not
be taken for granced.

¥e are very keen to preserve the
territorlal Intergrity and unity of our
country. Y¥e do not want separation.
We want equality treatment, [ustice
and fair play. Do pot discriminace
against us. Please consult us in the
determination of national affairs.

to get away from the -

Muslim Congress on Padlocked Mouths

When our mouths are padlocked
within the national political parties,
we have no alternative bur to get
out of these parties and =assert our-
selves until our voice is heard as
equal partners. We wish to empha-
size unity and friendly relations among
all communities while recognizing thae
divarsity amaong them.

We wish to be friendly with the
Sinhalese as well az the Tamils. VWe
will sarve as the ambassadors of
peace between tha Sinhalese and the
Tamils. Let the Sinhalese or Tamils
not make use of the Muslim com-
munity to achleve their own ends,
Mie as an Impartial community wish
to maintain the balance.

The national ethnic crisis Is a
serious preblem, which gravely affects
the future of the Muslim community
in the Eastern Province. We will
not accept a solution. which will
jeopardize the policlcal strengeh of
the Eastern Province Muslims.

The Indian Government should
rezlize that only a proposal which
will have the blessings or co-ope-
ration of the Muslim community will
provide a lasting solution to restore
peace in our country, Hence the
Indian Government, tha Sri Lankan

Government and the Tamil militant
and extremist [eaders must realize
the strategic importance of making
the Eastern Province Muslims also a
necessary party to the negotiations.

The root of the ethnic crisis s
the language problem. It is high
time that we evolve a Sri Lapkan

identity among all communities while
rocognizing and respecting the diver-
sifying and distinguishing factors,

The quickest and only way of
bringing abour this Sri Lankan iden-
tity is by declaring Tamil also-an
official language, and the study of
both languages Sinhalese and Tamil
being made compulsory.

The basls of the identity of the
Muslim community is the divine sense
which iz found in the Holy Quran
and the Teachings of the Prapher,
where as the other two communitles
are jdentified linguistically. Hance
we should realize the Importance of
preserving this identifying factor
namely the Shariat Law, It Is our
fundamental right to manifest our
religious beliefs, [f this all impertant
foundation of the Muslim community
is tampered with we should realize
that the muslim community would
soon lose (w5 (dentity.




Herzog visit draws wrath of

Singapore’s neighbours

Greer Fay Cashman
Jerusalem Post Correspondent
SINGAPORE

Mafa',rsia will review its ties
with Singapore following
public protests over the visit
here by President Chaim Herzog,
the Singapore newspaper The Straits
Tlmes reported yesterday, Mala-
ysia has officially informed Singa-
pore of its deep regret over the
republic’s “‘provocative” action in
extending an invitation to Herzog.

Herzog, who arrived here on
Tuesday for a three—day visit,
rebuked Malaysia and |Indonesja
yesterday for attacking Singapore,
saying that
date. He advised them not to
interfere in a matter that did
not concern them.

Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta have
assailed Singapore's alleged lack
of sensitivity towards its Moslem
neighbours, terming Singapore's
actlon provocative,

Approximately 200 demonstrators
under the banner of the People’s
Action Committee representing
30 political parcies and soclal
organizations gathered [n front
of the Singapore High Commission
in Kuala Lumpur to protest against
the Herzog visit. The demonstra-
tors accused Singapore's Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew of being
a Zlonist agent,

Indonesia recalled her ambassador
en the day of Herzog's arrival,

Herzog told a press conference
that the visit of a head of state
of one sovereign country toanother
was ‘‘the business of those coun-
tries and those countries exclu-
sively.

He stressed there was no conflict
between Jews and Moslems. VYisits
by Israelj leaders to Arab countries
such as Morocco and Egypt had
caused no such fuss in the Middle
East, he said, and added: "‘Frankly,
I'm aca loss. , . | have a feeling
that some people are out of date
in this part of the world."

they were out of

Malaysia and Indonesia said the
visit ecould disrupt the unity of
the Association of South-=East Asian
Mations (Asean), an economic and
political alliance comprising Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philip-
pines, Singapore and Brunei.

Hundreds of Malaysians on Tues-
day tried to stop a ‘‘peace run'
across the causeway linking Singa-
pore and Malaysia in protest against
Herzog's wvisit.

Herzog was originally due to
visit the Philippines before travel-
ling to Singapore, but his trip
was cancelled act the last moment
because of the current unrest in
Manila,

Singapore tightened security to
an extent that surprised even
Herzog's entourage, used to inten-
sive security measures. Members
of Herzog's party are searched
at all the Herzog functions they
artend. Special identity tags afford
no immunicy. A special female
bodyguard has been assigned to
Mrs.%—lerzag.

Herzog told the press that he
has been tremendously impressed
by Singapore's economic develop-
ment. lsragl has much to learn
from this island republic, he said.

The most significant example
which Singapore has set for lsrael
is the cutting of bureaucratic red
tape for potential overseas inves-
tors, wha instead of being shunted
from office to office as they are
in Israel, deal only with one person.

Herzog was reluctant to com-
ment on his talks with Lee Kuan
Yew. He said that he had no
objections te his hest divulging
the nature of thelr discussions,
“but | don't feel free to reveal
what took part."

Herzog, who deseribed Lee Kuan
Yew as “‘the Ben-Gurion of Singa-
gre’’ found him to be extremely
well=informed about Israel. The
premier told Herzog that he had
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learned a lot from lsrael and in
the building up of Singapore, had
not repeated l|srael's development
errors.

Herzog heads for home today
and is due to arrive early tomorrow
marning.

In Jerusalem it was repored
yesterday that MK Pinhas Goldscein
wants the Knesset to debate all
the arrangements surrounding the
president’s wvisit to the Far East.
What happened in Singapore and
the last-minute cancellation of
the visit to the Philippines does
not rebound to the credic of the
office of the presidency or the
state, Goldstein told The ferusalem
Post last night.

Goldstein, a Likud-Liberal, scored
the way the president’s visit was
organized. “lt's a matter of timing
and location. Perhaps he shouldn't
have gone to the countries chosen
just at this time. The treatment
meted out to him shames him
and us,"" Goldstein said.

Letters. . .

(Continued from page I)

should also give your readers
some [nkling as to the com-
position of this body locally
and internationally. For twenty
years the London Director of
this society was one Mr. Roebuch
who was an important member
of the Australian Communist
Party, the President of which
Mr. Sean McBride was crowned
with the Lenin Prize — Lenin,
that great ‘“‘democrat'’ who
annihilated two and a half
million of his compatriots only
to be equalled by Pol Pot —
another great ‘‘democrat’ — in
recent times, Mo wonder that
the Amnasty International wants
| tobe the guardian of potential

| Pol Pots of Sri Lanka.
| B. A. Aryatilake
Matale.

| Mote: A litle lenin is o dongerous
| thing! For further Informotion on Pal
Pot etc please contoct your nearest Media
Centre or District Development  Minister
— Ed.




President appoints 10 member

While Amnesty International keeps complaining that
there has been no government response to its request to
send a U. N. Study Group to Sri Lanka to inguire into
widespread allegations, here and abroad, of prolonged
detentions, dissappearances and torture, the National Security
Minister Lalith Athulathmudali has left for the States to
present the government's case on public platforms and
radio. The latest expression of concern comses from an
all-party Australian parliamentary delegation.

Meanwhile the government has appointed Mr. Sirilal
Wijewar dene, Director of Human Rights Commission. He was
District Judge of Badulla till last month. He is also a founder-
member of the ‘Organisation for the Promotion of Human
Rights through Law Enforcement Agencies.” Mr. Wijewardene
who has participated in many international conferences on
‘Human Rights’ recently prepared a paper on the subject
of “Human Rights Law and the Enforcement Agencies".

Meanwhile President Jayewardene has appointad a ten-
member Human Rights Commission with wide powers to
examine complaints of human rights violations.

Australian MP’s call
for independant inquiry

trace, in-

The Parliamentary Group of
Amnesty International is composed
of a large number of parliamenta-
rians drawn from both the Senate
and the House of Representatives
in Australia who are members of
all the political parties repres-
ented within the Parliament.

All members share a deep per-
sonal concern for the human and
political rights of peoples throu-
ghout the world, and as fellow
Parliamentarians, especially as de-
mocratically elected colleagues of
ours within the Commonwealth,
we know that you share these
concerns,

We are thus deeply concerned
to learn from Amnesty Interna-
tionzl, and from other independent
and reliable sources that it seems
that many people in Sri Lapka have

&

disappeared without
nocent  victims of the terrible
civil strife besetting your country
at thiz time.

We do not wish to interfere in
your domestic affairs in any way,
and we extend to you our deepest
sympathy at the troubles as your
country; nevertheless we join with
others in calling upon you to esta-
blish an independent inquiry to
investigate these cases of alleged
disappearance supported by the
establishment of a central, up to
date regiscer from which relatives
and lawyers connected with the
individuals concerned could imme-
iately obtain reliable information
about the status of arrested per-
s0Ms.

In keeping with Amnesty’s princi-
ples, we express our complece

HUMAN RIGHTS

(Dec. 10th was Human Rights Day)

commission

opposition to the use of viclence
fram whatever source or quarter.
The use of violence capnot be
justified. In free societies disputes
and differences, no matter what
their origins, should be capable of
being solved through peaceful and
democratic means.

\We as a Parliamentary Group
have already written to your Presi-
dent to make our views known
to him, and we now appeal to you
to use your good offices and in-
fluence to bring a speedy and peace-
ful resolution to this matter which
is causing so much international

concern.

We extend to you our personzl
best wishes and our hopes for the
return of peace to your beautiful
country.

ROBERT TICKNER, MP
CHAIRMAN

SEMATOR CHRIS PUPLICK
SECRETARY :

L.G.S.U. appeals

to President

The Gen. Secretary of Lanka
General Services Union, Mr. 1. Malj-
yagoda has sent the following letter
to the Minister of Mational Secu-
rity, with a copy to President Jaye-
wardene

We learn that Miss. Pulsara
Liyanage Assc. Lecturer Yidya-
lankara Campus had been arrested
and detainad from [. |1, 86 without
adducing any charges,

The Lanka General Services Union
having reasons to believe that
this a chain of arrests of those
political opponents which actisa
challange to the fundamental rights
of the people and a ferocious attack
on the freedom and democracy of
the Country.

Whilst expressing our strong
protest against the arrest and
detaining of Miss. Pulsara Liyanage
and urge immediate steps to relea-
se her.




Activist’s Detention

The Indian press and Indian
academics have taken up the case
of Ms. Pulsara Liyanage, the Kela-
niya Univ. lecturer in western
classics who was detained under
the P.T. A. on Mov, Ist and |s
still being held in a2 Colombo police
statlen. Two dailles, the mass
circulation Indian Express and the
new Madras daily “Newsday" have
published reports on the case, and
a lar%ne number of Indian academics,
attached to wellknown unjversities
and institutes including the presti-
gious Nehru Unlv. in Delhi have
sent a letter to the S5ri Lankan
government via the High Com-
mission in Delhi. The letter states:

‘We, the concerned citizens,
demand the immediate release of
Ms. FPulsara Liyanage, who was

arrested on MNov, | under the PTA
in Colombae.

Ms. Pulsara Is a lecturer at the
Vidyalankara Univ. and a human
rights activist of M, . R. G. E. Ms
Pulsara was picked up from her
home where she was recovering
fram a major surgical operation and
wes on leave from the university.
We note with concern the deteri-
orating condition of human rights
in 5ri Lanka. Mot only are Tamil
Eeophe subjected to state violence
ut Sinhalese intellectuals like Ms.
Fulsara who have the courage to
speak out on behalf of their Tamil
compatriots are under threat of
illegal detention and torture',

The following reports are from
the Indjan press.

Woman Lecturer Held

Ms. Pulsara Mayanie Liyanaga
(26), a woman lecturer of Kelaniya
University here, the seat of Buddh-
ist learning in Sri Lanka, has been
arrested under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA).

Political parties, woman's groups
and human rights erganisations here
have already appealed to president
J. R. Jayewardene and Mational
Security Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali to order the release of Ms.
Liyanage on humanitarian grounds,
considering her state of health.

Ms, Liyanage is still recovering
from a major surgical operation
and was on |eave from the univer-
sity when she was taken Inte
custody from her house an Nov. |,

In a letter to the President. Mr.
M. Sellasamy, general secretary of
the Ceylon Worker's Congress, a
partner in the government, has

appealed for his personaljinterven-
tien in Ms. Liyanage's case and for
her release on humanitarian grounds.

University circles alleged that
Ms. Liyanage was being held ‘hos-
tage' for a vlsiting lecturer at
Colombo University and a leftist
Sinhalese intellectual, who went
underground after over 50 Sinhalese
Marxists, sympathetic to the Tamil
cause, were arrested a few months
ago.

Ms. Liyanage is an activist of
the women's movement ‘VWomen
for Peace’, which had held street
demanstrations in Colombe deman-
ding 2 negotiated settlement of the
ethnic problem.

Informed sourcas here said Ms.
Liyanage was interrogated for 12
hours daily by intelligence officials
trained by ‘Mossad', Israeli intelli-
Eence agency.

(Indian Express)

(See page 10)

HUMAN RIGHTS

The Political |
Prisoner

Spend no tears
Say no prayers
for the man in
the concrete cage
True, no glimmer
of light beckons
at the end of
the long corrider
of his “future’
Even a whisper
of a trial never
reaches his ear

True, no visitor |
calls ac his moss-
lined cell to tell
him the time and
integer of year
Only the gaoler
bringing his meagre
ration of mildewed
biscuits and piss-
like tea cthat start
up painfully again
his festering ulcer
Still, say no prayer
Spend no ctears
for this comrade in
the concrete cage
He has his honour
Bur far you and |
who daily scroll
under the sun with
fear—locked tongues

You and | who have
doubly pawned
our lives for lies

You and |

who bicker at

the government

Yet pay our taxes
rant agalnst

the cenzor yet
subscribe to the
national newspaper
For you and |, mister
who walle these
city's barren streets
in a midday stupor
save Kﬂur 'FII‘EI.}"ETS
and shed your tears
for you and |

walk without honour

— Cecil Rajendra
{Malaysia)




Polls Commissioner’s Bombshell

lch ill-concealed glee, the

pro-SLFP fortnightly FORUM,
which Is not usually a bomb-
scaremonger yelled **Dynamite™ !
It was indeed a bombshell, and
the Member for Agalawatte Mr.
Anil Moonesinghe handled it with
care, to plant it cleverly amidst
government benches. And now
it's ticking away.

How the SLFP and the Oppo-
sition is going to use this report,
a serious criticism on the
conduct of the 1982 Referendum,
the first such exercise at a
national level, and the wvery first
poll to be held under emergency
regulations, time will show. Al-
ready however it Is clear that
Mrs, Bandaranalke, the SLFP leader,
has realised its enormous poten-
tial for anti-government propa-
ganda here and abroad.

The potential is all the greater
because the international commu-

nity is already in a state of
maximum alert on the question
of human rights in Sri Lanka.

What the Commissioner is really
saying is that this particular poll
does not in fact represent the
free and fair exercise of the
franchise as we Sri Lankans have
known it since independence. In
fact the phrase ‘'scandalous situ-
atlon™ is used at one point. (In
the Sinhala version, which obviously
iIs tha original in the official
language, the word used is “'nindi-
tha™).

There Is a certain moral right-
ness in Mrs. Bandaranaike's decision
to take up the issue as a funda-
mental question of democracy.
By the referendum, the Sri Lankan
voter was deprived of his right
to elect MP's to parliament just
as effeceively as the SLFP leader
was deprived of her civic rights
for the same period of & years.

Mrs. Bandaranaike has appointed
a top party committee to report
on how to make maximum use
of this report, Letters are to
be sent to all heads of State
and government, and Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike, in his capacity of
Opposition leader, will write to

the: Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, the [.P.U., the Speak-
ers of all parllaments in the world.
The SLFP, with the full support
of the Opposition, is also con-
sidering a resolution in our own
parliament which will result in
a full-scale debate., Excerpts:

He adds: "The most Important
feature of a free and falr election
is the equal opportunity provided
to the elector to cast his vote
to the candidate of his choice.
The displaying of marked ballot
papers of this nature had no
precedence.

Some One’s Command

... The contiuous and mass
displaying of marked ballot papers
at some polling stations could not
have happened by accident. . .If
it could not be ignorance or
conspiracy to display them, one
other possible reason would have

CRISIS IN
CONFIDENCE

#The cumulative effect of
such unattended grievances,
unattended amongst other re-
asons due to lack of satisfac-
tory procedure, or because
some people mistakenly be-
lieve that they are best left
to be forgotten butare seldom
so forgotten, may otherwise
lead to a crisis in confidence.
Election violence at times
may not be altogether unrela-
ted to such left overs.”

¢ln some of the polling
stations voters were displaying
the marked ballot papers in
a continuous manner. . . . The
displaying of marked ballot
papers in this manner surpris-
sed and shocked every one,
because in the elections held
in the post 1947 period no
one had witnessed such a
scandalous situation.... When
the secrecy of the wvote has
heen so sacrificed, serious
doubts will continue to remain
whether the voter excercised

the degree of freedom of
voting as stipulated in the
law"

been the subjugation to someone's
command.”

“ . The secrecy of the vote
is for the very important reason
that the core and substance of
an elected body to claim to be
truly representative of the people’s
wish lies In the fact the choice
exercised by the voter Is in fact
a free choice."

.. If the marking on ballot
papers were so exposed, one
cannot escape the conclusion that
the validity of such votes as equal
votes — equal as freely marked
votes — remain in doubt.

“Secrecy of the vote being the
most Important ingredient of a
free and fair election, its dimu-
nition leaves a grievance in the
electorate regarding the validity
of such votes.”

Representations were received
on the previous day, says the
Commissioner, that Polling Obser-
vers appointed to some polling
stations were being instructed to
keep off from polling stations on
the day of the poll for fear of
safety.

“lt is not wrong to conclude
that the right of some Polling
Observers to be- in attendance
at a polling station to observe
the conduct of the poll had been
disturbed."

Allegations had been made about
the disturbances at the close of
the polls, including Instances where,
through violent means, the close
of the poll had been held up.”

Says the Commissioner: “lt is
regrettabla to note  that the
traditional co-operation between
the public and the staff including
the police who manned the pol-
ling statlons was not available
or effective in some places.”

The Commissioner poses a ques-
tion: “Why did 12 percent of
the voters who voted only two
months before at the Presidential
Election, abstain from voting =at
the Referendum ?'* One of the
reasans he lists as a possibilicy
is: ‘‘the atmosphere of distur-
bance that prevailed."

(Continued on page 27)



National Development Through Agriculture

S. N. de S. Seneviratne

On the outskirts of Colombo,
at Supugaskanda, the urea
plant which cost over Rs. 27,000
million has ceased productfon — a
an oil dependant plant, its days
were numbered even as the project

was launched. In the far south,
a ten milllon rupee ginnery stands
ldle — the Hambantata * Discrict

does not produce the cotton to
feed it. Sinharaja was raped for
logging and the Horton Plains muti-
lated to produce seed potatoes
— both activities, fortunately, have
now been stoped although the
damage done Is great. An Inter-
national  Winged Bean (Dambala)
Institute was established, actively
promoted by certain influential
professors. It has since lost |ts
incernational Image and: become a
liability.  Self-sufficiency in vari-
ous agricultural commodities was
promised — seed and consumption
potatoes by the end of [961; wheat,
according to an announcement in
1982, soon! These promises remain
unfufilled, In so many of our
national misadventures and distor-
ting developments, the fate that
would  befall them, the damage
that would be done, and the pre-
jected goals that would not be
achieved were predictable on a
sober appraisal of relevant aspects.
Knowledgeable persons were con-
scious of the pitfalls — some did
not speak because it was prudent
to remain silent, and the voices
that cried out were not heeded.
Suspect schemes and projects have
powerful backers who wield great
Influence, Advisers and promoters
include eminent, qualified persons
with their own private ambitions
to achieve. Agricultural projects
foreign aided schemes, collabora-
tive ventures (with foreign aided
foreign Institutions of course},
development  programmes, semi-
nars and workshops, all make news.,

A succession of ‘‘missions”  from
foreign agencies and institutions
and representatives of forelgn
entreprencurs come and go, to

by quickly followed in the reverse
direction by local elites and other

* The writer is Plant Pathelegist of
the Central Agricultural Research
Institute at Peradeniya and a Fellow
of the Mational Academy of Sciences
af Sri Lanka.

miscellaneous beneficieries. Good
and honourable individuals, whose
decisions determine the fate of
this country, are often deceived
by those on whom they rely for
advice including bureaucrats, aca-
demics and scientists. Sri Lanka,
born as [ndependent Ceylon, was
the inheritor of abundant natural
assets. A country which had the
promise of a bright future is now
in travail. The scientific landscape
is bleak; dark clouds gather on the
agricultural horizon.

Meanwhile, the course of research,
relevant in the Sri Lankan context,
has not been clearly chartered; the
functions ef Institutions and the
assignments of researchers are varia-
ble, dependant on the fancies of
those “In power'. Research faci-
lities are established at great cost,
only to be dismantled or run down,
“Centres'’ are opened, still born.
Researchers are trained; after they
secure specialised qualifications, they
cease to deliver jn their areas of
specialisation. Research institutions
are being drained of their vitality
and Institutions of agricultural educa-
tion warped to produce crippled
minds. They are being exploited to
serve the interests of an unscrupu-
lous tribe of “fringe dwelers' who
luxuriate on perks and privileges.
Those regarded as obstacles, those
unwilling to lend support to schemes
perceived as flawed, as manoeuvred
to advantage individuals or groups
with vested interests are victimised:
some have abandoned their posts
for positions elsewhere to escape
from suffocating working environ-
ments and the danger of intellec-
tual atrophy; others are harassed
and obstructed and denled oppor-
tunities for creative work. Appoint-
ments, promotions, scholarships, all
these are manoceuvred to benefic a
select company. An impartial tribunal
before which aggrived scientists could
plead is wanting.

Can these trends be reversed?
Can the power of misleading advisers
and aggressive groups with vested
Interests, who do Immeasurable harm
to national development, be curtailed?
Can some objectivity be brought
into processes of decision making
50 necessary in matters governing
the resources of this country, the
foreign debtsshe incurs in the attempt
to develop her condition, and the

changes that are made which affect
the %Ivas of millions of people of
the present generation and mEthose
generations yet unborn? The ministe-
rial elites, the bureaucrats and the
technocrats all seek their zones
of influence; they must be princes
in their own enclaves, subject to
no interference jn their decisions.
A means most be found so that
decision makers will be correctly
and adequately informed about all
aspects relevant to a particular
issug, before firm decissons are
made, will draw on the best possi-
ble technical opinion In formula-
tlon of policies, and will be res-
pensive to reasoned critlcisms. The-
science constituency must be clean-
sed of intrigue. Structures that
could inspire confidence and ensure
justice are a dire need.

Indeed, the Mational Seience and
Technology Policy of Sri Lanka
enunciated by President l. R. Jaye-
wardena on 4ch December 1978
promised “‘te invelve scientists In
the formulation of policy and In
decision making at the highest
level." In India, when a giant
hydro-electric project was concei-
ved for damming the Kuntipuzha
river, Prime Minjseer Indira Gandhi
set up a committee of scientists
to study the effects of the proposed
project. They reported that the
project, if implemented, would
destroy India's only surviving tro-
pical rain forest called the Silent
Valley. Thelr concerns were res-
pected; their views heeded, The
plan was dropped. Perhaps, a
similar assessment of our Mahawalj
Development  Project may have
spared Patha Dumbara from sub-
mergence; the troubles at Kormale
may have been averted, In one
unigue instance, the intention to
release Mahawell land to the UK—
based Guthrie Corporation to
grow oil palm was fortunately
abandoned, a report prepared by
a group of competent local scien-
tists having shed much light on
aspects which had required serious
consideration but which had not
received adequate attention.

Mational development is not the
monapoly of politicians or bureau-
crats or sclentists — or any other
group. It is a co-operative effort,

(Continued on page 10)



MIRGE Activist as ‘“hostage”

The arrest of Ms. Pulsara Nayanie
Liyanage a woman lecturer and an
acrivist, of the women's movement
swomen for peace’ under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act (PTA) has
sent shock waves through political
parties, women's groups and human
rights organisations here.

Several of these organisations
have already appealed to President
1. R. Jayewardene and Nartional
Security Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali for the release of 26 years old
Ms. Pulsara Nayanie Liyanage on
humanitarian grounds, considering
her state of health.

Ms. Liyanage is still recovering
from a major surgical operation
and was on leave from the Uni-
versity when she was taken into
custody from her house | Novem-
ber.

Issue raised in Parliament

The arrest of Ms. Liyanage, who
taught western classis and is a
member of the Movement for
Inter—Racial Justice and Equality
(MIRJE), has its echo in parlia-
ment, too, YWhen Communist mem-
ber Dew Gunasekara, calling for
her release, pointed out that she
was the first educated Sinhala

woman to be taken into custody
for alleged subersive activicies,

He said she was being held
in custody at the CID headquar-
ter's (where third degree methods
are allegedly used to extract
confessions) and her relations had
been told that she would not be
released until she, “‘broke down''
or confessed,

Dinesh Gunawardene of the
Mahajana Eksath Peramuna sald that
there were several people who
had been arrested on suspicion kept
in custody for a long time with-
out being brought before the
court of law.

The National Security Minister
strongly denled that there were
any ‘‘political prisoners’ in Sri
Lanka, It would ba wrong to
call “terrorists’’ by that term
Ms. Liyanage, he said, had been
arrested on '‘reasonable suspicion’
but he would took Into the
question of her release since she
was  a university lecturer and
might not try to get away.

In a letter to the President,
M. S. Sellasamy, General Secretary
of the Ceylon Worker's Congress,
a partner in . the government,
asked for her release on humani-
tarian grounds, He said Ms. Liya-

HUMAN RIGHTS

nage's parents were deeply con-
cerned that her detention by the
CID wolld cause a serious relapse
in her medical condition.
Women's organisations
pledge

Seyeral women's organisations,
at a meeting here Friday resolved
to appeal to the government for
the lecturer’s release.

The lsland newspaper reported
that Ms. Liyanage is detained at
the slave island police station in
the city from where she was
taken to the CID headgquarters
daily for 12 hours of interrogation.

Informed sources here said the in-
terrogation was conducted by in-
telliganceo fficials trained by the s
raeli **Mossad’" intelligence agency.

University circles alleged thac
Ms. Liyanage was being held as
a “‘hostage' for a visiting lecturer
at Colomba University and a Lef-
tist Sinhalese intellectual who
went underground after over 50
Sinhalese marxists, sympathetic to
the Tamils'' cause were arrested
a few months ago.. Ms, Liyanage
is an antlvist of the women's
movement ‘‘women for peace'’,
which had held street demons-
trations In Colombo, demanding
a negotiated settlement of the
ethnic problem. The demonstra-
tion was broken up by the police.

— (News Day)

MNational Development...

(Continued from page 9)

requiring many insights and diverse
skills.

This paper was prepared when
suggestions aimed at improving
national development were sought
by His Excellency the President.
Tﬁe proposals it contains are an
attempt to utilise the skills of
different types of persons and
harmonise the activities of different
agencies, involved in the agricul-
tural sector, for an improved
national  effort in agricultural
deyelopment.

|, The predicament — impove-
rishment of our human stock
and a moral degradation affect-
ing the residue.

We are facing today the con-
sequences of our failure since in-
dependence to give a strong im-
petus to the development of our
nation's self-reliant scientific capa-
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bility, and of the failure to give
the conditions necessary to attract
competent and honourable men to
serve olr country's cause. 5o our
institutions are crowded with indi-
viduals for whom these institutions
are convenient operational bases
for advancing their private inter-
ests and for deriving ‘‘fringe bene-
fits''. In such a situation science
wiles. As Professor Karl Eric
Knutsson remarked, the need is
not for men with a2 mind only,
but for men with a mind and a
heart as well. Such men, regret-
tably, are a rare species [n our
institutions.

Even now, we might heed the
view expressad by a lone dissenter
of the Salarles and Cadres Com-
mission, [974:
“The Sclentists

eminent role to play in the

development of a country. |
wish In this connection to
endorse the wviews expressed
in his Dissenting Report by Mr.

have a pre-

M. S. Perera, member of the
Wilmot Perera Commission. We
cannot hope to attract into the
ranks of Sclentists men of the
highest calibre unless their sala-
ries and cadre ratios are at
least as attractive as those
of the Administrative Service.
Many of our problems including
those relating to rice and other
produce would have been solved
long ago If only we had the
foresight to give a proper place
in the salary structure to the
Scientists."

Foresight has been an attribute
almost alien to the Administrators
of Independent Sri Lanka in com-
prehending problems suchas “'those
relating to rice and other pro-
duce."” So the research ship is
sinking. There are pirates and
smugglers on board. Can it be
rescued? This surely musc be the
challenge before the proposed
Agricultural Research Council.

(To be continued)



In Parliament

TAMIL-MUSLIM RIFT AND

THE ISRAELI

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike —
Leader of the Opposition)

I am proposing this token cut
of Rs. 10 from the Budgetary
Estimates for . the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs with a certain sense
of sorrow on the onehand and a
certain  sense of delight on the
other, My sorrow, Is because the
affable, genial, extremely charming
and taetful Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs has over the last ten years
smiled his way through from one
crisis to another. VWWhatever | am
going to say about the foreign
policy of the Government, | would
like to assure the Hon. Miniscer,
is nothing personal against him.
I am moving the cut with a
certain sense of delight because
the foreign policy of the Govern-
ment, the UNP administration, as
| will go on to demonstrate, has
taken a completely unprecendenced
turn-abour. [t has in fact gone
pack to the foreign policy that
existed in this country prior to
1956, probably even worse.

Mow, Sir, from 1956 until about
1978-79 the foreign policy of the
United National Party and the
foreign policy of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party were not very
different. | think the corner—
stone of the foreign policy was,
and still remains | hope, non-
alignment, close friendship with
the Third World nations and of
course 3 very warm personal
understanding with our nearest
neighbour, India. This 1 think
broadly sums up the essence of
the foreign policy commitments of
the UMNP and of the SLFP. Buc,
Sir, that period falls between
1956 and about 1978-79.

May I, Sir, with your permission,
go back very briefly to the foreign
policy that existed in this country,

before 1956, It was a foreign
policy sujted and designed to
please, quite unnecessarlly our

former colonial masters. It was

PRESENCE

such a strange foreign policy far
a nation that after nearly 350
years of colonial rule had achieved
independence. We still continued
to dance to the tune of cur former
colonial masters, so much so that
the Government of Sri Lanka
becween 1948 and 1958 even
refused to exchange ambassadors
with the Soviet Union and the
People’s Republic of China, Not enly
were Ambassadors not exchanged,
even the scientist and sportsmen
were not permitted to come to
this country fearing the eyil
influence of Communists. That was,
Sir, the perfect foreign policy for
an extremely pre-VWestern, pro-
British, pro-American country. But
1956 changed all that, As the Hon,
Minister will agree, for the first
time we moved out from this
colonlal straight-Jacket. VWe fear-
lessly established relations wich
the Soviet Unlon and our firse
Ambassador was the distinguished
Dr. G, P. Malalasekera, We also
established relations with the
People's Republic of China, We
opened our doors to the Socialist
world — to Yugoslavia, to the Ger-
man Democratic Republic and a
number of other Socizlist countries.
Butr, Sir, that did not mean that
we were golng to sacrifice our
commitments to  our Vvestern
friends. \We maintained our friend-
ship with the Upited Kingdom
on an even keel, In fact the late
Mr. Bandaranaike was at Oxford
together with the then Prime
Minister of England, Sir Antheony
Eden, and | think he was one of
the most vociferous critics of Sir
Anthany Eden and the blunder
which cost him his premiership —
the invasion of the Suez Canal.

Now, Sir, this was, | believe,
the continuation of our foreign
policy. The closeness we had with
the Arab World, the bold stand
we took on behalf of Egypt, a
nation struggling to be borp,
struggling to be independent,
struggling to shake off Its colo-

The anneal Foreign Affaics debate,
usnally a tame, aimless cxchange, was
not only high-spirited but centred on
a single issue, ISRAEL, with the
Iocal *Auslim factor® much in evidence.
Since ISRAEL is also n canse for
Indian concern, the debate spotliphted
the domestic-external aspects of the
| current crisis — Ed.

nial shackles. We backed them
fully. We backed them from the
bottom of our hearts because we
felt that their cause was just.
But yet we maintained our close
relations with the Linited Kingdom.
Ac no time did the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party's relations with
the United Kingdom Government,
even though we had raken a stand
against their Suez policy, ever
solr. They appreciated the fact
that we were a Third World
Mation, that we were just re-
covering from 350 years of colo-
nialism and that our place was
rightfully amongst the struggling
developing Third Warld MNations.

Sir, then we began to take a
important and positive role in
MNon-Allgnment. As the late Mr.
Bandaranaike sajd, MNon-Alignment
does not mean that we stand on
the fence. It means that there
is a commictment, and a commit-
to the hile, on matters which
we think are right, A lot of
people, Sir, have, as the Hon.
Minister knows very well, rather
strange notlons on what Non-
Alignment should be. Mon-Align-
ment does mean that you never
take a side, thac you sit on the
fence that yeu play up to both
sides and get the best from both
sides. That, Sir, is not MNon-
Allgnment. Mon-Alignment is a
policy which was enunciated by
great Third World leaders like
M'Krumah, Sukarne, lawaharlal
Nehru, Marshal Tito and people
like that who have won Indepen-
dence for their country. They
felt that it was the best policy
becayse we could not in a struggle
which does not concern us bet-
ween the two major super-powers,
take sides, but we will pool our
resources together, mostly ver-
bally, of course — this s half the
problem now with the Nen-Ali-

gned  natjons — and we take a
common stand eon 2 number of
issues,



Now, Sir this was roughly the
major corner stone of Sri Lanka's
foreign policy, and also, as |
mentioned earlier, was our very
close and extremely personpal
relations with Indja,  State to
State relatlons are between a
Government and another but with
the closeness of India geographi-
cally, politically and in every
other sense, | believe, that the
closeness of the Heads of State,
two Prime Ministers, went a long
way in ironing out a number of
what seemed irreconcilable differ-
ences on a number of occasions
on a personal basis. That, Sir,
was roughly the corner-stone of
Sri Lanka's foreign policy which
the United Natjonal Party main-
tained on a fairIK even keel though
there were slight side movements
sometimes in various directions
till about the years 1978 and 1979,

Why do | stop at the years
1978 and 19792 That is because
to my mind and to the mind of
the Opposition and to those who
follow Sri Lanka's foreign policy
closely there had been a dramatic
turn around in our foreign policy.
| can not say that the foreign
policy betwesen 1979 and 986 was
the same foreign policy that the
United MNational Party followed
when they were in office between
1965 and 1970 and between 1977
and 1979. Why do | say this?
I will show you in two or three
major areas where we have dig-
ressed, diverted and taken a
course from which Sri Lanka will
have to change sconer or later,

First take the question of our
relations with the Middle East.
The closeness of our relations
with the Arab countries cannot
be exaggerated. Not only are
we a part of the Third World,
net only are we victims of similar
colonial rule, we are also strug-
gling to develop our economies
with the limited resources we
have. Eight per cent of the
Muslim populztion in Sri Lanka
has had a long and very close
relationship with the Arab world.
The Arabs have stood by us when
we were in great difficulcy and
we have stood by the Arabs at
every possible turn. On every
possible key issue Sri Lanka was
in the forefront, though we are

i
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a small nation with only 15 million
people and of only 25,000 square
miles in size, and Sri Lanka's voice
was respected in the world, Sri
Lanka's voice was heard in the
world though we were small and
insignificant in populztion and in
size. Sri Lanka's voice was not
measured either by its population
or its geographical size. It was
measured by the firmness of our
conviction and the sincerity of our
purpose. Therefore, we have esta-
blished a very close and long re-
latienship. And when the Heon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs was
selected to hold the portfolio, |
personally felt happy because he

understands the Arab problem
very well. He understands the
Falestinlan problem very well,

Of course | have no doubtr that
being a Muslim naturally his fee-
lings must be sympathetic to the
cause of the Palestinians and the
Arabs,

But look at the pelicy that the
Government has followed. You
have invited the Israeli Govern-
ment — | do not know whether
they came by choice; that is net
relevant to me — to establish an
Interests Section, first of all in the
United States Embassy and now
they are functioning as a separate
entity. The decision to bring the
Israelis here becomes important
not only in the context of antagno-
nizing our Arab friends, It ba-
comes also a much bigger problem.
Qur toral turn around in our for-
eign policy where we have decided
to morally, whatever you may say
on platforms and at the United
Mations or on the Floor of his
House, break the umbilical cord
with the Arabs and also break the
umbilical ecord with the Third
World. Apart from the most
disgusting policy of Zionism of the
Israelis, where they consider Arabs
to be of a lesser race and of a more
inferior race, | can only compare
Zionjsm with the equally disgra-
ceful concepe of Zionism and apar-
theid practised by the Govern.
ment of South Africa.

Let us not go into the question
of Zionism because that Is not
quite, strictly speaking, relevant
to what | am going te say. WWhen
we asked you tine and time again
from this side of the House as to

why the Government changed their
foreign policy and decided to em-
brace lsrae| to [ts bossom we were
told that it was for security reasons,
We were told that we must seek
aid and assistance from anybedy in
the world because we were facing
a terrorist threat. Though we
did not accept that explanation —
we accept it less now — we believe
that that was fundamentally your
purpose. But, Sir, now that the
Israelis have been here | think for
over threa years and they will be
going Into the fourth year — |
am not sure of the time period,
but any way It is over three years—
In what way have the Israelis help-
ed you to combat terrorism! How
will the Israelis be able to help
the Government of Sri Lanka and
the people of this country to
combat terrorism? They are sup-
posed to have sent secret service
agents here and they are supposed
to have given you advice on
counter—terrorism and counter—
insurgency. “vhen they are the
bigger terrarists and the biggest
insurgents in the world stage you
have gone and sought advice from
them. There are rumours thac you
have bought arms from them. Leave
all that aside. Bur what is the
Impact you have been able to make
on the terrorist front by your
closeness to lsrael?

Sir, we all know that two army
personnel were kipnapped in Jafina
and they are still held in a close
proximity of less than a mile from
the Jaffna Fort; they are holding
them in the laffna hospital less
than a mile frem laffna Fort. 5o,
with all the advice you have re-
cejved from lsrael, with all the
counter-insurgency strategy that
Israel has brain-fed you, you have
not been able to rescue these two
army Lieutenants. VWhen Israelis
maved 5,000 miles in less than 112
days from Tel Aviv to Kampala,
Uganda, to rescue the hijacked
Israeli citizens who were held at
the Entebbe Ajrport — we all
know what happened at the En-
tebbe Alrport — it was one of the
swiftest operations in madern
times. When from one continent
they move to another in the cover
of darkness and rescued their
citizens which we as citizens of
the world have nething against, we
applauded. But why have you,



with the Israelis who were able
to rescue thejr citizens, having
moved a distance of five thousand
miles, not been able, with their
assistance to rescue these two hap-
less army Lieutenants who are less
than a mile away from the Jaffna
Fart?

So, Sir, this argument that
lsraelis have bean brought here
to combat terrorism does not

hold ground. lt does not hold
water for the simple reason that
their presence here has not made
the slightest impact on the com-
bating ef terrorism and insurrection.

On the other hand, their pre-
sence here has caused a great
deal of constenation, not only
ameng the Muslims of this country
but also among the Indian Govern-
ment, among the Arab friends and
the socjalist block countries, as
the Hon. Minister well knows.

Now, Sir, the whole relation-
ship with lIsrael |s shrouded In
mystery and secrecy. It is like
an Agatha: Christie or a P. D,
lames novel: one does not know
who Is going to get murdered in
the next chapter: you have to
wait holding your breath till the
last page to find out who did it.
5o, our relationship wich Isreal is
very much like that.

The Hon, Minister, | think, met
his ceunterpart at that time the
Foreign Minister of Israel Mr.
Yiczhak Shamir who is now the
Prime Minister, in Mew York, and
this was not reported |n the
Sri Lankan press, | quite unders-
tand the Hon. Minister's predica-
ment. With the vast amount of
Muslim voters in Harispattuwa he
could not possible announce in
the local press that he had met
the Israell Fereign Miniscer, Mr.
Yitzak Shamir. It was kept secret
until the world press gave publi-
city to it and that was publicly
known.

The second such meeting which
also shrouded in the same kind
of mystery was the meeting het-
ween our President and the then
Prime Minister of Israel Mr. Shimon
Peres who is now the Foreign
Minister. Ve were told that they
met in Paris. We were also told
quite naively that they were both

booked inte the same hote| and
it so happened that they acciden-
tally bumped into each other in
the corridors.

Mow, Sir, as the Hon. Minister
knows well, such meetings between
Heads of State do not occur in
hotel lobbies or in hotel restau-
rants,
accidental, it is something, which
| quite respectiully do not believe
for a single second. It was all
arranged, all pre-planned. | do
not know who pre-planned it,
may be the French Government.
But certainly that meeting was
not accidental.

Mow the third, the most serious
and most important of these
meetings shrouded in myscery was
the arrival heare of the |[srael
President, Chzim Herzog, who
came to Sri Lanka barely a week
ago. When President Herzog came
to 5ri Lanka, the Hon. Member
for Attanagalla raised this matcer
at adjournment time in this House,
The Hon. Minister was not in
the Isiand nor was the Deputy
and the answer was given by the
Hon. Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs and Sports. He said that
the Minister was out of the Island
and so was the Deputy Minjster
and therefore he was not in a
position to answer the Question-

(A Member)
He said he does not know,

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

He sald he does not know, |
do not blame him and that a
full and comprehensive answer
would be given on the arrival of
the Heon. Minister, The Hon.
Minister will give it today. But
that is not my point. An imme-
diate answer should have been
given on the arrival of the Minister
to Sri Lanka from India which
| believe was about 8 or % days

ago. A comprehensive statement
should have been made in this
House because jt has caused a

tremendous amount  of conster-
nation in Sri Lanka, among the
Muslim nations of South Eastc Asia
like Malaysia and |ndonesia and
even the Philippines — | will refer
to all that later — whare they
all totally opposed the visit of
President Herzog,

If | am told that it jsall -

Let me first show you the
extent of the hospitality that we

offered when President Herzog
came here. | am quoting from
the “Sun"' newspaper of 21.11.1986.
It says:

*lsrzeli President Chain Herzog held
an unannounced luncheon meeting with
President J. R. layewardeng during a
brief stop—over in Colombo yesterday.

A special *Israeli jet carrying the
Isracli President and senior officials frem
his cffice and the Israell Foreign Minister
teuched down at the Colombo Interna-
tional Alrpore, Katunayake arcund noon,
There was no official ceremony for Mr.
Herzog who was returning home from
a 19 day state tour of Asia and the
South Pacifie.

He was met at the airport by Mational
Security Minister Lalich Achulathmudall,
Mrs. Athulathmudali and cofficials of the
Israeli Interests Seccion fn Colombo.*

MNow | would like to know why
the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
did not receive him. He is the
person who really speaking, proto-
col-wise, should have been at the
Airport to receive the President

of 2 now-very-friendly country
with you. But, of course, Sir,
the Hon, Minister of Foreign

Affairs being a very astute and
and a very shrewd politician has
always his eye screwed back to
Harispattuwa and the Muslim vote
in the Kandy district. So | do
not blame him, for if he had been
photographed with President Her-
zog, we would have produced it
at the next election. So he ver
shrewdly avoided a meeting w1tz
Mr. Herzog, and Mr. Athulath-
mudali who has hardly a Muslim
vote in Ratmalana was sent to

receive the lsraeli President. To
continue :

““At Katunayake, the lsraell President
and party boarded an airforce helicopter
which brought them to the army head-
quarters in Colombo.,  Amidst tighe
securlty the wvisicors were driven to the
President’s House for a luncheon meeting
with President Jayewardena.

The two leaders discussed about
matters of bilateral interest *'in general
terms'’, Haim Devon, head of the |sraell
Interests Section tald *SUN' after the
mesating.

“lc was a very useful wisit''. Mr.
Devan said.
Mow, Sir, this 15 what we

would like to knew; how useful
was it? For whom was it useful?
If it was useful for 5rl Lanka |
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would like the Hon. Minister §o
tell us today In the course of
his speech in what way it was
useful to Sri Lanka.

Mr. Herzog Is a wvery disting-
uished lsraeli, a great intellectual
himself, a very liberal man, a
leading member of the Israeli
Labour Party, for whom | have
a great admiration as a person

— not as an lsraeli — as an indi-
vidual. What was he able to
give you! Did he tell you about

the Labour Party of lsrael! Or
did he discuss about the growing
of Daffedils and Chyrysanthemums?
Or did he discuss something much
more important which concerns
all of us, our security and our
relation with the rest of the world?
I think the Hon. Minister must
inform us whar this very useful
discussion was.

“"He sald some business of mucual

impertance was discussed but did not
elaborate.”

Which | am sure the Hon.
Minister will do today. The article
states further :

**Afcer the luncheon, tha Israeli Prosi-
dent and entourage were taken aon a
brief sightsecing tour of Colambo. [e
included the F‘nrif:mﬂn:ir}r Complex in
Sri Jayewardenepura and  the BMICH.
The visitors also visited the Asokarama
Temple in Timblrigasyaya.  President
Jayewardene’s red Daimler was on loan
for the visiting President."

“President Jayewardene’s red Daimlar
Was on loan for che visiting Presidant,

The [sracli President boarded his blue
and white Boeing 707 ar 5.35 pm,
yesterday and left for Tel Aviv. ‘He
left ‘with good fealings and was very

irr:ﬁrlclssed with 5rf Lanka* Mr. Devon
fald,

| would like to ask the Hon.
Foreign Minister what caused thesa
good feelings? What were the
commitments you made to [srael
or what were the commitments
Israel made to you which made
them feel good? What were the
good impressions he had! Woas
it the Japanese-builc Parliament
that impressed him or the Asoka-
rama Temple in Thimbirigasyaya
which impressed him or the Chi-
nese-built BMICH which impressed
him? Or, was it something more
substantial which impressed him?
Was it some commitment you had
given that impressed him or was
it some commitment that he had
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given you and which you accepted
so gladly which impressed him.
Sir, when the |sraelis use words
like ‘impressed by’, ‘very useful
visit', ‘very Impressed' and ‘zood
feelings', they do not use them
arbitrarily like we do. There is
a PUJ_'IFDSE behind every word they
use, like In everything else they
do. The article goes on to say —

It was first visiv to Sri Lanka b
an lzgeli head of state since the Israeli
Interests  Section was established In
Colombo in  1984.""

| do not think that is quite
correct. | do not think there has
ever been a visit by any Israell
head of state. Since we gained
Independence | do not think any
Israell head of state has visited
Sri Lanka, Certainly no lsraeli
Frime Minister — | may be wrong
on that — bur | do not think any
Israeli Prime Minjster has come
here. This was the only visit to
Sri Lanka since [94B by any lea-
ding official of the Israeli Goverp-
ment, The article continues—

Foreign Ministry officials remained tight
lipped about the visic and what trans-
pired during Ic.

Speculation ‘over the visit mounted
on  Wednesday when Acttanagalla MP
Lakshman layakedy asked at adjournment
whether the govarnment would hold
talks with the Israell Leader. His questicn
was not answered since Foreign Miniscer
A. C. 5. Hammed and his Deputy Tyronne
Fernande were not in the country at
the time.

Since the opening of the lsraell Ince-
rests Section in Colombo, Tel Aviv has
provided Sri Lanka with assistance in the
form of millcary training equipmont for
the security forces, and In the field of
agriculture.

Meanwhile, a Reuter report from Tel
Aviv adds, |sareli President Chaim Herzog
made an unexpected stop In Sri Lanka
today at the end of a [9-day tour of
Asia and the South Paciflc In the first
official lIsraell’ visit to that country, stata
radio reported.

Sri Lanka breke diplomatic ties with

Is;ael in 1970 three years after the
|967 Middle East war.
That was the report in the

newspaper of 2lst November, 1984
| am sure the Hon. Minister will
explain. The story appeared on
the front page and continued on
page three. Thisz visit not only
caused consternation here. He
left a trail of consternation on
the whole tour,

I would also like to quote from
the *Sun" of 18th MNovember,
1986, The article reads—

‘*Moslem sensitivicy hits sraeli Presi-
dent's Asian tour lsrazll President Chaim
Herzog's Asia Pacific tour has run into
probloms on the home strecch because
of Moslem sensitivicy ac his presence in
South: East Asia, diplomats said here
today.

A visic ta the Phillppines was cancelled
at the last- moment and. his scheduled
three-day visit toSingapore ffom temorrow
is under fire from Malaysia which recalled
for consultations fts High Commissioner
(Ambassador) 1o Singapare.”

Malaysia and Singapore are even
closer than India and Sri Lanka,
both geographically and in every
sense of the word. | think this
was the first time that the Malay-
sia. Government recalled its High
Commissioner in protest at the
visit of a foreign head of state
to Singapore.

‘‘Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohammad seid the recall of the envoy,
who left for home today, would not
affece ties with Singapore. But news-
pepers In Kuala Luwpur said it was a
protest against Herzog's visit to the
island State,

Cardinal Jaime Sin, religious leader
of the predominantly Roman Catholic
Filippines, denied Manila cancelled Her-
zog's visit because of pressure . . .

It continues—

“Press reports frem- Manila said the
Foreign Ministry opposed Herzog's visic
at & time when the Government was
Involved in sensitive peace talks with
Meslem rebels in the Southern Philippines.

Herzog is on the Ilast leg of his

19-day tour. . .."

The “‘lsland" of Monday |7th
Movember, 1986 also gave a detal-
led account of the recall of Malasia’s
High Commissioner from Singapore
in protest at Mr. Herzog's visit.
It goes on e say the same thing,
Sir, But this shows wvery clearly
that the Malaysian Government,
in protest against Herzog's visit,
recalled its ambassador, It 1s very
unusual for a country like Malaysia.

Another country which protested
Herzog's visit, another predomin-
antly Muslim country, was Indonesia.
| am quoting from the *‘Island"’
newspaper of Thursday, 20th No-
vember |986. *'Sipgapore, Novem-
ber 19 (Reuter)' — *‘Malaysia and
Indonesia rebuked by Herzog''.



Israeli President Chaim Herzog today
rebuked Malaysia  and  Indonesia for
opposing his visit to Singapore, said they
were obit of date and told them not
to Interfere in a matter which did not
concern them."

Surely, Sir, as the Hon, Minis-
ter knows, | think about 50 per
cent or B0 per cent of Malaysia
is Muslim, and about 90 per cent
of Indonesia is Muslim. When the
perpercrator of all the barbaric
acts against the Arabs and the
Palestinians arrives in a friendly
country next to their country,
surely the Muslims of both Malay-
sla and Indonesia have every right
to protest? But what does Herzog
say? He says it {s none of their
business! Look at the arrogance,

“‘Herzop, who arrived yesterday for
a three-day wvislt was commenting. on
protests from Kuala Lumpur and Jalkarta
over Singapore’s alleged lack of sensitivicy
towards its Moslem. neighbours for

inviting him.

He said visits by [srael] leaders to
Arab countries such as Morocco and
Epypt caused no fuss In the-Middle Ease
and added: *Frankly I'm at a Joss, ..|
have a feeling that scme people are
out of date in this part of the warld,"

He has net only embarrassed
the Muslims of Malaysia and
Indonesia, he has also tread on
their corns by saying that he has
a feeling thac they are out of
date, The feelings of all Muslims
not only Muslims but all other
people as well like myself—on the
question of Palestine cannot be
out of date. It is the very pre-

sence  of lsrael and occupied
Palestinian territories which s
very much to date, which has

caused this protest, But the |sraeli
President turns a Melsonian eye
and calls all those who protested

out of date,

That 15 the reaction also of
the Phillipines, which Is now
engaged In a very sensitive pro-
cess of negotiating with the
Muslim rebels in the South of
the Phillipines. President Aquino’s
government thought it very pru-
dent not to invite the lsraeli
President at this point of time,
That s because in those countries
like the Phillipines the interests
of the country come firse. As
Lord Palmerston, one of the most
effective Foreign Secretaries Eng-
land ever had, sald, Britain has

no permanent friends, it has only
TRATRRATL RS, Y 9 hed
with that matter later.

Similarly, in any country, whe-
ther developed "or developing
country, the fundamental objective
of the foreign policy must be
its permanent interests, It should
not be done in fies and starts.
It cannot be done inconsistently
and Incoherently. You cannot blow
hot and cold —a phrase from
my good Friend the Hon. Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He
said that this Government has a
policy of blowing hot and blowing
cold with India. | will come to
that later. But you cannot do
that In foreign policy.

The mest important reaction as
far as we are concerned is not
the reaction of Malaysia, Indonesia
or the Phillipines, although of
course we respect their views.
But India’s reaction is very im-
pertant to us, for the simple
reason that India is today excre-
mely and thoroughly involved with
the ongoing peace process. In
fact, you are completely beholden
to Indian goodwill. As to how
good the will is | do not know,
but anyway you are completely
beholden to India. You are de-
pending so much on India, Let
us not go into the pros and
cons of that; | have my perso-
nal views on that matter; they
are not relevant to this debate.
Whatever one thinks of India’s
role, whatever the contradictions
with India vis—a-vis Srl Lanka —
and there are many of them;
| do net want to elaborate on
them — you all know that Ipdia
has been playing a completely
incomprehensibe role as far as
the terrorists are concerned and
we are concerned. What they
are doing no neighbour has done

to anather, | cthink, since the
beginning of time. Leave all that
a side. But if you are placing
your foreign policy —not only

your foreign policy but even the
very existence of this country as
a unitary State — on the goodwil|
of India, you must, at this very
sensitive point of time, not an-
tonize India on a foreign policy
Issue, The Indlans are very sen-
sitive, as the Hon. Min|ster knows.
Frankly, if you ask me whether

Indfa has a right te comment on
the Visit o a Yordign Head o
State, | will tell you personally
my answer to that. But, Sir,
on the Floor of this House |
would say that India's reactions
are. in fact Important to us, and
very important to us at this poing
of time. We :zhould not do any-
thing at this stage to antagonize
India because India is, after all,
the only sayiour of the UNP
Government,

Mow, India has protesed at
Mr. Chaim” Herzog's visit. You
have it reported In the *‘Island®
of 24.11.86.

“Indic. Worried over Herzog visic

India Kas complained to Sri Lanka
about lsraeli President Chaim Herzeg's
stopover in Colombo last week, High
Commissioner Jyetindra Dixit said today.

‘Wa are concened about the wvisit
and have expressed our unhappiness to
President Junius Jayewardene', Dixit cold
Reuters without elaborating.

Dixit met layewardene last night for
talks on Mew Delhi's peace plan to end
the ethnic conflict between majority
Sinhalese and minority Tamils on the
island.

Sri Lankan and Israeli officials =ald
Herzog's surpise six-haur visit on Thurs-
day at the end of a 19-day tour of
Asia and cthe Paciflc was private.

A Mational Security Ministry spokes-
man said Herzog met |ayewardense over
lunch but denied widespread speculation
that the two Presidents had negatiated
an arms deal.”

Now, this is what s worrying
India, obviously.

“lt was the first to Sri Lanka by an
Israeli head of state.'

This was tucked away, | beliave,
in the “lslands' at the bottom
of the first page. The moral that
we learn from this lesson is that
at a time when the Fillpino Pre-
sident, President Aquino, refused
even to entertain Mr. Herzog
because it might upser her deli-
cate negotiations with the Mus-
lim rebels, we are in a similar
situation. We are facing here an
equally difficult problem as Mrs.
Aquino is facing in the Phillipines,

with rebels and finsurgents and
terrorists occupying one-third of
our land.

Mow, India is paramount in

these negotiations. You have made
India paramount, and having made
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India paramount, | cannot under-
stand why you invite Chaim Her-
zog to visit you, God alone
knows what results It has brought
you, but it has certzinly antogo-
zed India, so much so that the
Indian High Commissioner here
was asked to protest by the
Indian Government te President
layewardene about Mr, Herzog's
visit.

While all this 1s geoing on,
how do you expect the world
to take you seriously? How do
you expect your Arab friends to
take you seriously? It was re-
ported in the "Veerakeseri' of
this morning that the Ambassdor
of Irag, the Ambassador of the
PLC  and the Ambassador of Libya

have interviewed the Foreign
Ministry or the Minister and ex-
presse thelr concern over the

visit of President Chaim Herzog.
The Ambassador or the Charge d'
Affairs of Iran has also, | believe,
protested about this visit.

Mow, with all these things
happening, how do you expect
your Arab friends to take you
seriouly? How do you expect
India to take you seriously? India
obvicusly is concerned about his
very presence here. They are
also concerned about an arms
deal and a number of other mat-
ters. That is why | want the
Hon. Minister to come out clean
and make a statement, a full
statement, as to what the deal-
Ings you have with the [sraeli
Government are, That is some-
thing |mportant., Leave aside In-
dia, leave aside the Arabs, but
take the Sri Lankans. We have
a right to know why this com-
plete turn-about in ocur foreign
policy has taken place; what re-
sults has It brought wus; what
discussions have been held wich
Israel; are there arms negotiations;
if so, what are the negotiations
and o on and so forth! | am
sure the Hon. Minjster, with an
eye on Harispattuwa, no doubt,
would give a full account of what
has taken place. — (Interruption).
Ne. You are the darling of
Harispatcuwa!

Sir, the Government, as | said,
cannot be taken sericusly because,
whilst you are openly flirting
with the lsraeli Government,; your
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stand on |nternatienal forums s
something quite. differenc. MNow
look at this. | am quoting from
the “'Dally Mews"' of 17th Novem-
bar 1986, page 3: ''Sr1 Lanka
reaffirms recognition of FLO",
Sir, there Is a limit to tom-
foolery. There is a limit to
playing the fool with the world.
Sir, look at what this says:

*sLinited Mations — Sri Lanka has con=
sistently upheld the inalienable rights
af the Palestinlan people in their just
struggle for sell-determination and the
territorial integrity of thelr lands which
have been unden jllegal occupation since
1967,""

Who is the illegal occupier?
The President of the country
whom you gave your Red.Daimler
Lo an:r took around showing him

Colombo and also saying that
everything s fine, tickety-boo!
He went away Very happy.
Everybody was pleased with what
happened. This is the Govern-
ment of the man whom you
entertained which has illegally

occupied Palestinian territory from
1967,

“Epeaking before che UN's Third
Committee, Amanual Farouque, reaffirm-
ed that S¢i Lanka has recognised, and
continues to recognise the Palestine
Liberation - Organisation as the sole and
legitimate representative of the Pales-
tinian people and has accorded diple-
matic recognition to (ts misslon In
Spl Lanka.'”

This is’ the stated position of
the Government, and | have no
doubt the Hon, Minister would
in his reply reaffirm our commit-
ment to the PLO, All that is
OK. But how do you expect the
world to take you seriously?
Whilst on the one hand you are
reaffirming  your faith and your
commitment to the Palestine Libe-
ration Organisation and the Arabs,
on the other hand you are openly
flirting without the slightest sense
of shame, without the slightest
sense of embarrassment, with che
very perpetiator of all the bar-
baric acts in the occupied Arab
terricary.

How do you equate the two;
even If you can, with all your
diplomatic charm and affabilicy,
Hon. Minister? | am sure you
can present both points of view,
both to the Arabs as well as to
Mr. Herzog. But how do you

expect the world to take you
seriously at that given point of

time? You can speak well, you
have been Minister of Foreign
Affairs for nine years and you

have held the office even against
your own consclence, You have
held office with a certain amount
of dignity, there js no doubt
about that. Buc the Hon. Minister,
however charming he may be,
however persuasive he may be
on the world forum—{Interruption}.
If you are Muslim, if you are
Islamic by faich, you cannot have
another conscience, Your people
are being butchered by the Israelis,
their land is occupied by the
Israelis.
(Mr. A, C.5. Hameed — Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

I will reply you. | do
want to disturb you.

{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Thank you very much, | appre-
ciate that. Your people are being
butchered, your relations are being
butchered, the land from which
Enur religion came is being attacked
y them. So how can you obviously
have a conscience and support
Israel? You possibly cannot. But,
Sir, that iIs not the point, The
point, Is, however convincing your
argument is, how do you expect
the world to take you serlously
when there is a stark contradiction
in principle?

Mow, the Indians have the same
commitment to the PLO as we
have got, They have the same

not

commitment to the Arabs that
we have got. But they have never
flirced with the Israelis in the

same way we have done. Ve
have been told about some consular
section that is operating in Bombay.
We have been told by the Indians
time and time again-the matter
came up before the House a couple
of years ago-that thac js entirely
a consular operation to issue visas
to the travelling lews. | believe
there is a fair amount of Jews
in Maharashtra, whose capital is
Bombay.

MNow, Sir, we cannot accept
that argument. | de not want
to use the word hypocrisy on the
Hen. Minister because | know he
is not a hypocrice, but the hypo-
crisy points at the UNP Govern-
ment. It is something we find in



our foolishness very difficult to
understand, | hope the Arabs
with their wisdom can understand
you better.

Now, Mr. Chairman, may | rej-
terate the policy of the Sri Lanka
Freedom party on this question.
We have always stood, and stood
very sincerely, as the Arabs will
know, on their side. We have
not changed our position at all.
We have taken a stand against
Israel on a matter of moral prin-
ciple and not for temporary gain

or for some imaginary benefit,
We stick by that, and if the
Government ever changed, the

first thing we would do is to
break relations with Israel within
24 hours. | would like to inform
our Arab friends and the Muslims
of this country that we will re-
do what we have done in [970,
Whatever temporary benefits we
have from the Israeliz is not
going to cover our decision. We
have stood by the Arabs jn their
hour of need as much as they
stood by us in our hour of need
and we Intend to stand on the
side of the Arabs without flin-
ching and without giving an inch
and we will do so once again
breaking all relations with Israel,

Having sald that, let me not
go at length into the local Muslim
reactions to all this because the
Han. Minister knows very well
that at the time the Israeli
Interests Section was formed in
this country there ware a number
of prayer meetings in 2 number
of leading mosques all over the
country, =2 number of protests
in mosques, and | beliave there
was also a case of the police
opening fire and one young Muslim,
| think, was shot at thought he

did not die. So the Muslims,
obviously, In this country feel
about this. The Hon. Minister

knows very well much more than
| do, and my good Friend, the
Third member for Colombo Cen-
tral, also knows much more than
I do what affinity the Muslims
have to the Arab world. So
obviously, their sensitivities have
been hurt and | think the Govern-
ment has shown not the slightest
interest [n the sensitivities of
the Muslim People of this country,

Mr. M. Haleem lshak — Third Colombo
encral)

Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Leader
of the Oppaosition covered practi-
cally all aspects of the vislt of
the President of lsrael and the
present connection the Gevernment
of Sri Lanka has with Israel. Sir,
| happen to be the only Muslim
member of Parliament in the
Opposition. As the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition quite correctly
said, | know that the task and
the responsibility of the Hon.
Minlster of Foreign Affairs is also
a very difficult one. | know his
concern about Muslim matters
locally and internationally. | know
the amount of interest he rtakes
in these matters because he feels
it is his duty to glve leadership,
But today, very unfortupately, a
difficult task which he would not
agree with, | know, in his own
mind, he has to handle.

Sir, there are a few matters
that | would like to raize, The
first matter is one which | have

been raising on the Floor of this
House many a time and the Hon,
Minister has given assurances on
those occasions, That is regarding
the opening of a Saudi Embassy
in_ our country. If | remember
right, year before last when the
hon. Second Member for Beruwala
raised this matter the Hen. Minis-
ter gave an assurance to this
House that an Embassy would not
be opened but a Consulate would
be opened, You are aware that
though thousands of workers are
being retrenched and sent back,
yet there are thousands of others
who have to obtain visas before
they go to Saudi Arabja. Every
year Muslims, at least a thousand
or mare, go to Mecea to fulfil Haj.
Today If a person is travelling
alone to Saud] he has to send
somebody to New Delhl to get
a visa. Till today, though the
Minister has given that assurance
to this House, even a Consulate
has not been opened.

| would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether this has any
bearing, your decision not to open
2 Consulate in the country, on
the presence of the Israclis here?
| 'would like the Hon. Minister
to answer that question.

The second matter | would like
to raise Is about the US § 500,000
loan for the Madura Oya Project.
You are aware that the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia has been
our friend for many years. Not
only Saudi Arabia, even the other
Arab countries promised us a loan
of Rs. 50 million for the Maduru
Oya Project. Why have we not
got this lean? | would like to
ask the Hon. Minister of Foreign
affairs whether this loan was not
given to us or whether they are
not prepared to give it to us
because of the presence of the
lsraelis in this country? |am sure
the paosition is golng to be worse
now, especially after the visit of
the President of lsrael to our
country. As correctly mentioned
by the Hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition, this is the first time, if |
remember right, that a Head of
State from Israel has come to
our country.

Mow, the hon, Leader of the
Opposition mentioned about Indo-
nesia and Malaysia, They are coun-
tries which are members in the
ASEAN. You are aware that
ASEAN s definitely very close to
America and also lsrael is propped
up by America, it is a stooge of
America, So [f Singapore, Malaysia
and Indonesia have protested about
the visic of Israell President to
Singapore | am sure we :hould
protest in a much more effective
way about his visic here. So with-
out taking a stand of that nature,
you allow the lsraeli President to
come here and you tell the country
that he was here on a technical
visit that the plane arrived here
on a technical wvisit. | would like
to ask the Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs —firstly he was not present
at the alrport nor were his
officials available for comment — if
it was a technical visic why was
he here for five and a half hours?
He was hosted to lunch by the
Head of State, His Excellency the
President of Sri Lanka, and alse
hiz red Daimler was given to him
for use. Then he visited the
Parliament and the BMICH alse.

I would like te ask the Govern-
ment whether these things were
not plannad or scheduled? | think
this type or irresponsible state-
ments that are being made to the
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nation are not taken very seriously,
As far as the Muslims of this
country are concerned, | think
the President made jt fairly clear
when he held the Working Com-
mittee meeting of the United
National Party ac the lohn de Silva
Memaorial Hall, He told the Muslim
members of the United Mational
Parcly. “If you disagree with my
decision to open an israeli Interests
Section [n this country, you can
leave my party.'" — (Interruption).
VWhy not? This is what he told
the Muslim members of the United
Mational Party. So, as far as the
United Mational Party is concerned,
where their foreign policy is
concerned, they are out to esta-

blish even stronger and closer
links with lsrael.
The other guestion that | like

to pose is whether at the discus-
sion held with the President it
was agreed to open an embassy
in this country. If that is so, |
think we are entitled, the country
is entitled, to know what your
policy is where that particular
matter |s concerned.

Sir, today the “Virakesari"
reports that the Ambassadors for
lrag, Libya and the FLOJ had
interviewed the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs. They alse had
expressed concern about the visit
off the Israeli President to our
country. | would like to know
what transpired and what replies
wwere glven. | think we are entitled
1o -know. This is not a private
matter, It is not a matter between
two individuals. It is a matter
between the Governmeut of Sri
Lanka and the government of [ragq,
Libya and the PLO. | am also
informed reliably that the Iranian
Charge d'affairs In this country
alse had seen you last Friday,
protesting or even expressing
concern about the Israeli Presi-
dent's visit to our country. You
are aware, Sir, that the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs who
has been a Minister for ten years,
whe has attended quite a number
of internaticnal conferences, who
has negotiated on behalf of us, on
behalf of our country, knows the
feelings of the Arabs on this
question. He knows the massacre
of the Palestinians. He knows
that thelr homeland has been
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taken away. Today, they are being
killed llke cats and dogs. Sir,
today we expect aid from Arab
countries, we expect trade with
Arab countries especially in the
export of tea. Iraqg is our biggest
buyer of tea, Even Iran buys quite
a lot of tea. So do you expect
these countries to co-operate with
us? Do you expect these countries
to help us in our trade! Already
our tea prices have gone down.
Our rubber prices have gone down,
Our coconut prices have gone
down, In general all produce prices
have gone down by your actions,
by the actions of this Government.
Do you think the Arab countries
are going to assist us In any way?
Let us not forger that Srilanka

is not the only country where
tea js available. There are so
many new countries that are
having tea plantations now and

they are our competitors. It is
our duty to protect the tea trade.
It is our duty to protect our trade
in such a manner that we do
antagonize the Arabs all over the
world, The Hon, Minlster, as a
Muslim would accept that Israelis
have done encugh damage to the
Muslim community all over the
world. We are a very small com-
munity in our country. We are
just eight per cent in this country.
Take the countries where even
today there are massacres practi-
cally every day and certain impe-
rialist countries like Britain and
America are taking certain steps
to antagonize the entire Arab
Worid. They are not concerned
about the dignity and independence

of the Arab World, Why are
we taking this step?
Thanks to Mrs. Bandaranaike,

Immediately she came into power
the United Front Government
took a decision to kick out the
lsraelis within 24 heurs. We
thought they were a menance
not only to us,

lec us take the local
position. The Hon. Minister of
Matienal Security and Deputy
Minister of Defence told this
this House that the Israelis are
not advising us on security mat-
ters but if | remember right
when His Excellency the Presi-
dent was interwiewed by a Hong
Kong paper, he told them that

MNaw,

Israelis were advising us on
defence. You will remember Sir,
and the Hon. Minister of Forelgn
Affair will also remember a few
years ago there was enongh
trouble in the Eastern Province.
And who: was responsible for
this ? | feel that after the Israelis
went into the Eastern Province
they created the rift between
the Muslims and Tamils there,
They will not only create a rift

between the Muslims and the
Tamils, | assure this House to-
day, Sir, but they will create

rifts even between the Sinhalese
and the Muslims living In the
same villages all over the country.

(A Member)

Is that your opinion or
opinion of the party?

the

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
That is the opinion
Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

{A Member)
Utterly irresponsible statement.

of the

{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

That is your view. | gave the
view of the SLFP. Irresponsible?
Mever had the Muslims fought
the Tamils before.

{(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

MNever had the Muslims fought

the Tamils before,
{(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
For the first time this happened.

{Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

The Muslims disagree
Tamils on one question,
division of this country.

with
the

(Mr. Anurz Bandaranaike]
Never had they fought befora!

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Never ! What has happened
to the Muslimrs? Even today
there is a boy called Aliyar In
the Pottuvil electorate who s
|6 years who will never be able
to get up agajn. He was shot
by the Police because he protes-

ted against the Israeli presence
in this country. That was in
the month of Ramzan. He was

coming after evening prayers. |
feel al| these things are being
done by the lsraelis.



(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

How many Muslims were slaugh-
tered in Kalmunai?

{Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

How many Muslims were killed
in Kalmunai? Who is responsible
for this? It is the lsraeli pre-
sence in this country. | appeal
to you, Sir, in the name of God
to advise this Government to
send the Israelis away from this
country. The more they stay in
this country, the more it is
gelng to affect not eonly the
Muslims, buc it is going to
affect every community in this
country. It has been proved
beyond doubt that they are the
biggest destructers [n the whole
world, Neow | remember that
the Hon. Minister of Finance on
the Floor House «called them
“international pariahs." The Fi-
nance Minister is historlan he is
a person who knows these things.
—(Interruption) —| repeat that again,
Sir, and | endorse what the Hen.

Minister of Finance said. He
called them interpational pariahs.
You are rtolerating them here

when there is a division In your
own cabinet—Interruption.

(Mr. Anura Bandaranalke)

Sir, wth all respect to the
Hon. Member, | must say that
in his conditien of health it is
not for him te get excited like
this

- {Mr. Yasapala Herath)

| am not getting excited but
you have made a | glorified
statement.

(Mr. Anura Bandaranzike)

Glorified what! Can be slightly
more coherent because | cannot
hear him?

(Mr. Yasapala Herath)
| respect your dynamic leader-
ship but not the Party.

(Mr. Anura Bandaranalke)

You were a person who asked
for SLFP nomination for Kalawewa.
How can you talk against the

SLFP now? And you were not
given nomination, You were
rejected.

(Mr. M. Haleam Ishak)

Correct. | know as | was
there.

(Mr. Yasapala Herath)

You asked me to contest on
the Independent ticker and |
contested.

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! What has cthis
got to do with the Budget?

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

| would like” to ask the I Hon.
Member for Anuradhapura (East)
whether the Israelis have offered
him rehabilitation in one of
their hospitals in Israel?

{(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
He is going to Tel Aviv.

(Mr. M. Haleem [shak)

He is grateful to
us wish him all the best.
would like to see him fic
he comes back again.

them. Let
Waea
when

Today you are sending troops
or Indian personnel to the reha-
bilitation camps in lIsrael. They
are not dolng it free. You are
spending large sums of money.
You have spent large sums of
meney. Have these people been
properly treated! | would like
to tell you that there are coun-
tries like Egypt who have got
extremely good rehabijlitation
camps and hospitals, They are
extremely friendly with us,

{Mr. Anura Bastian)
Even the Egyprians went to
Israel for their treatment.

{Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Do not make an jrresponsible
statement like chat.
(A Member)

They have relationships. What
are you talking?

{Mr. M. Haleem 1shak)

Do not make irresponsible
statements. | am making a very
responsible statement after speak-
ing to some of the diplomats at
the Egyptian Embassy. | am
prepared to confess that.

(Mr. Anura Bastian)
That s completely incorrect.

(Mr. M, Haleem |shak)

You are irresponsible. Yor are
calling yourself a Deputy Minister
and making such Irresponsible
statements on security in this
House,

{Mr. Anura Bastian)
Sir, It is a fact,
(Mr. M. Haleem ishak)

Egypt is a country with ex-
perience. They have faced 3o
many wars. They have extremely
good hospitals and rehabilitation
camps. & Egypt is one of our
friends.*5 They are one of our
buyers of tea. Why cannot the

Government send these armed
troops who have been injured
to a country like Egypt? | would
like to ask whether Egypt has

rejected.

(Mr. Anura Bastian)

Why do you not
arrangements?

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Certainly. You kindly contact
the Egyptian Embassy. They will
make the arrangements.—{nterrup-
tion. You are paying large, fat
bills to the Israelis.

make some

(Mr. Anura Bastian)

We will pay any price to any-
body to help us.
{Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

You have already paid the

price of international antagonism.

We are all paying the price.
Whilst being in the opposition
also, we are paying the oprice,

Day by day the connection bet-
ween lsrael and Sri Lanka s
getting strengtohned.

| would like to pose another

question’ to the Hon. Minister
of Foreign Affairs. | posed a
question earlier also, | would

like to have a definite reply as
to whether the Governmeant has
agreed to open an Israeli Embassy
in Sri Lanka. This is a serious
matter. | hope you will take
note of what | have asked and
give me a reply tomorrow.

Then, Sir, recently the Muslims
of our country have had discus-

slons at various levels, They mre
concerned not only about the
present position but about the

incidents that took place in the
Eastern Province, The Muslims
are seriously considering whether
this is done not only to anta-
gonize the Muslims of our coun-
try but to antagonize the Arabs
of the world,
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VWhere the Arab Embassy Is
concerned, even [n a country
like the Philippines, where the

Muslims minoricy is  small —1
think in South of Manila — they
have protested about this. They

have protested about the Pre-
sident going to Singapore, and
also the visit of the President

to the Philippines had been post-
poned, So it countries of the
ASEAN region who are very
close to the Unjted States could
take positive steps and make
declarations of this nature, what
is the great hurry for us to
entertain and have the President

of lsrael as the host of our
Government? WWhat is the neces-
sity? How has the ethnic posi-

tion Improved after the lIsraelis
came here! | would say it only
aggravated the situation. Accor-
ding to the statement made b
His Excellency the Indian Hig
Commissioner In Sri Lanka, they
are very concerned about the
situation. As the Hon. leader
of the Opposition very correctly
me ntioned, you are depending
on India for solution. Depending
on India for a solution, the
President goes makes appealing
speeches at SAARC. | listeped
to his speech made over the
television and the radio. He
even spoke of the connections
he had with Jawaharlal Nehru;
Mrs. Gandhi, the Late Mahathma
Gandhi and so many other leaders
and tried to tell India that we
are their friends. Bur what are
you doing today? By Inviting
the Presjdent of lsrael are you
not antagonizing India? India is
concerned. Do you think that
Mr. Dixit made this statement
without consulting the Foreign
Ministry? He must have been
instructed by the Government
of India. So | appeal to the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affalrs

and the Government to recon-
sider this matter. It is not too
late even now to ask these
people to get away.
(Mr. Anurz Bastian)

The relations between India
and - Sri Lanka, becween this

Government and Prime Minister
Rajiv. Gandhi, are so close that
in facc Mr. Gandhi said he will
only negotiate with the Govern-
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ment of Sri Lanka and not with
Mrs. Bandaranaike,
(Mr. M. Haleem' Ishak)

Absolutely correct.

{Mr. Anura Badaranaike)

Absolutely correct. There s
nothing wrong in that, Of course,
we endorse that. It Is perfectly

correct.  We know who got
that question planned, It was
your Government that planted
the question to embarrass the
SLEP.

{Mr. Anura Bastian)

It was asked by the ‘‘Island"’

newspaper. That |s not our paper.

(Mr. Lakshman layakody)

We endorse that hundred per
cent.

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

It is only a fool who will
expect the Government of India
to negotiate with a third party.
Sir, how can ~wWe "give any
assurance on behalf of the Govern-
ment? How can Madam Bandaranalke
or the Leader of the Opposition
give an assurance on behalf of
the Government of Sri Lankal?
(Interruption), Definitely, when she
comes to power,

{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

| would like to remind the
hon. Deputy Minister that it was
the same Prime Minister of India
— not his mother —who called chis
Government a gutless, spineless,
dithering Government [ust two
months ago. You are saying that
they are very close to you. He
called you all a gutless, dithering

Government. [That Is on record.
How can you talk of close
relationships?
(Mr. M. Haleem [shak)

The cold climate there must

have made them very close! Sir,
this is what the *“‘lsland™ reports
on 24.11.86:

i|ndia has complained to Sri Lanka
abeur Israell President Chaim Herzog's
stopover In Colombo last week, High
Commissioner Jyotindra Dixit said today.

“We are concerned about the wisit
and have expressed our unhappiness to
President Junius: Jayewardene', Dixit
told Reuters without elaborating.

Dixlt met Jayewardens last night
far talks on MNew Delhi’s peace plan
to end the ethnle conflicc between
majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils
on the island,

S5ir Lankan and Israeli officials said
Herzog's surprise six-hour- wisit on
Thursday at the end of a |9-dsy tour
of Asia and the Pacific was private.

A Matianal Security Minlstry spolkesman
said Herzog met Jayewardene over
lunch but denied widespread speculation
that the two Presidents had negotiated
an arms dezl,

It was the first wvisit ©o 5rl Lanka
by an lsraeli head of state.

That is what India says. You
say that India Is very close to
you and they endorse everything
you do. This is what India says,
that they are very concerned
about the invitation you extended
to the President of Israel. You
treated him a VIP, gave the
President’s Daimler car for his
use, brought him to Parliament,
took him to the BMICH.

(Mr. Anura Bastian)
What is wrong in that?
(Mr. M. Haleem [shak)

Then after lunch the Israsli
President boarded on the blue
and white Boeing 707 ac 5.35
p.m. yesterday and left for Tel
Aviv. He left with good feelings.
What are these feelings? | would
llke to know what these feelings
are, What were the feelings of
the President of lsrael? Let the
Deputy Minister reply to me,
He was interrupting me all this
while, The newspaper report
says:

“He left with good feelings and was
very impressed with Sri Lanka, Mr.
Devon sajd.'

What was the impression?
How was he impressed? What
are the assurances you gave
them? Did you say that you
were agreeable to the opening

of an Embassy in this country?
Did you say that you were
going to get ald from them!?

Did you say that you were going

to get arms from them! Did
you assure them of all ‘these
things? Are those the reasons

why they were impressed with
the visic and also with the
meeting that the lsraeli President
had with our President?

(A Member)
Hospitality,



(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Hospitality? The “‘Sun’’ news-
paper continues to say:

“Jc was a  very useful wvisic, Mr.
Devon sald. He said some business of
mutual importance was discussed, but
did not elaborate™

like to know — we
to know and the
country Is entitled to know —
what this useful business was
that the President of lsrael and
His Excellency the President of
Sri Lanka discussed. Do you not
think that we are entitled as
Members of Parliament, and
through us the country, to know
what this useful business —
(Interruption). WWe are entitled to
that. You have been doing this
private thinking and private
negotiations right along. You
have been carrying on regardless,
You are not concerned about
public opinion. You are not
concerned about world opinion,
You are not concerned about
antoganizing our friends. You
are not concerned about our
trade. You are not concerned
about the economy of thiscountry.
You are not concerned about
the Muslims although the majoricy
of the Muslims voted for you.

(A Member)
They are with us,

{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
That is what you think.

{Mr, M. Haleam 1lshak)

The majority of the Muslims
voted for you at the last General
Election, | say this asa Muslim.
VWhat did your President say at
the John de Silva Memorial Hall?
He said, “If you disagree with
me about bringing the Israelis
here and opening up an lsraeli
Interests Section here, you can
leave the United MNational Party.'
That is what he told the Muslims
of this country through the
Working Committee of the United
Mational Party. | de not think
you have any right to go before
the Muslims and tell them —

{A Member)

This is the discipline we have-
in our party — (Interruption).
{Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

That is the discipline you have?
| think all these years the letters
of discipline were In the pocket?

| woauld
are entitled

| do not wish to take any
more cime, Sir, | would like
to appeal to the Government,
and especially to the Hen,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, in
the name of God chase these

Israslis away. You haveantagonized
the entire Arab world. They
have brought disaster to our
country and they will bring
about more divisions and rifts
amongst the communities in our
country — let jt be between the
Sinhalese and the Muslims or
even the Tamils and the Muslims.
We have been living in harmeny
with all the communities. They
will ereate more trouble for us,
and our country will be affected
very badly.

Thank you, Sir.

{Mr. Lzkshman Jayakody)

Mr. Chajrman, | am extremely
sorry that the Hon. Member for
Kaduwela had got the whale con-
cept mixed up. China has nothing
to do in this eguation, the hon.
Member for Gampaha i5 not on
our side, To my mind it Is a
speech that has been made here
without any coherence, Therefore,
| do not llke to deal with that
because | will lose a lot of my
time on what | have got to say
on the subject ijtself,

As you are aware, the hon.
Leader of the Opposition has
quite correctly lald down wver
strongly the pollcy of the Sri Lanka
Freedom party, namely, that if
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party comes
to power, within twenty four
hours, they will asle the lsrdel
is to leave this country. This,
is a pronouncement which would
be carried out to the very lecter,
Prior to the Herzog-layawardene
dissussion, Sir, we were aware
that certain discussions ‘did rtake
place between leaders of Israel
and some of the leading lights
of our government. There was
originally General Avido who had
discussions with General Actygalle;
there was another occasion where
Abraham Prims came to the Forelgn
Office and had disscussion here;
Mr. Shamir had discussions with
Mr. Hameed in Mew York and
he has not yet explained as to
why he did it and what transpired
at that discussion. And to cap
it all, we have now found the

Head of State of Israel meeting
the Head of State of Sri Lanka.
| do not know why all these
things are kept secret this is one
question that everyone Is baffled
about it.

| am made to understand that
even the Foreign office perhaps
did not know the date, time and
the occasion and the place of the
discussions between Mr. Herzog
and our President. Everything was
kept secret. |f jt was kept a
secret for security reasons | can
understand, but to my mind it
seems that they kept secret all
the discussions that took place in
this country. The first reaction
as a result was this: An angry
India. The second reaction was
that the Middle East started ques-
tioning about the purchase of tea;
and the third reactjon was that
the Middle East was considering
whether they were going take
our workers or not. Even the
question of remittance of money
from the Middle East wiil be
questioned and it may come up
on a later date. They say that
they were having the discussions
for the benefit of Sri Lanka and
for the benefit of the people of
this country,

Let us assume that the war Is
over. If the war is over, | would
like to know what role the |sraslis
have got to play in this country?
Are they here to help us in the
war, to give us intelligence, to
glve us help in all the other
activities? What is the role that
they have got to play here!?

Recently, you will remember,
there was a map of the Eastern
Province where there |5 a strong
Muslim population. | am made
to understand that it is the |sraelis
who wanted this part of the
Eastern Province divided into racist
areas called Sinhala, Muslim and
Tamil areas. | would like the
Hon. Minister to check up on that
because jt is not going to be
racist only, but it is going to
be religious provincial eouncils
that are going to be set up. It
is not linguistic. So, this is the
first time that the idea of religion
is going Into this whole question.
Obvicusly, because when you divide
between — j
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{Mr. A.C. 5 Hameed)

It is not linguistic, but would
you support a linguistic division?

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We will consider everything when
we come inte power. Mot only
that when | saw the equation
of what you want to say: when
it comes to Muslims, it is religious;
where Tamils are concerned it is
not religious, it can be Hindu,
it can be Christian., Where Sin-
halese are concerned it is not
religious; it ean be Cathelie, it
can be Christian and it can be
Buddhist., Therefore, | cannot see
the equation of breaking it up.
| am made te understand that
this is a theory that has been
propounded by lsraelis, not only
in this country but throughout
the world,

Sir, you can remember that
there was a Jewish Group called
“Terror vs. Terror” which was
the hit squad against Muslims of
the world, They were famous
for blowing up lslamic places of
worship — (Interruption). Yes, in-
cluding Falestine refugee camps.
Then there was also another group
where lIsraelis wuwsed, Al Dawa,
which was against cheiShi'a Muslim
grouping, which was a 100 per cent
Shi'a Muslim Organisation. Then
there was another group called
Amal, the hope greup. There was
also a group called Hizballa group,
In Iraq there was another group
which was supported by Israells
called the lragi lslamic Revolution
opposing Saddam Hussain. Now,
there are the Shi'a groups that
have been supported by Israel.
There are also other Sunni groups
that are being supported by lsrael
te bring about Shia-Supni cop-
formatien. There s also this Thou-
sip Group of the Sunni grouping,
where the Islamic Unification Move-
ment |s very strongly represented.
They are the people who are
propagating fundamentalism in all
parts of the world,

Looking into the whole problem
of division of this country, we

are made to understand that this

country has been divided into two,
in the name of devolutionists and
anti-develutionists. Who are the
devalutionists ? Who want devolu-
tion te be given in this country?
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You take India. They want us
to devolve power through PLOT,
then frem PLOT to the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka. That s one
format of the develutionists, The
other form of devolutionists is
there {n the councry. You get
the Western bloc. You get MGR
under that. Then you get the
whele lot of LTTE, EROS, EPRLF
and others, Then you get the
CWC. Then you get the ICFTU,
the International confederation of
Free Trade Unions. They all want
to divide this country: firsc to
devolve power and then subse-
quently to divide.

Sir, there are countries in the
world who do not wish us 1o be
divided. China do not want us
to be divided. Pakistan, | must
say, do not want Sr] Lanka to
be divided, There are certain
non-aligned countries who do not
want Sri Lanka to be divided or
any devolution to be given, There
are African, Third World countries
— (Interruption). | am talking of
deyolution, | have placed India
where it should be placed. There-
fore, we have to think in terms
that once a division taked place,
a separation, any format of demar-
cation, It means that you will
never join up again. It has hap-
pened to India when their divided
and created Pakistan. |t happened
to Pakistan, to Germany, to Korea,
to Cyprus. It will happen to
all. The only exemption | can
see js Vietnam. Therefore, we
must find out whether those who
profess this idea of devolution
rather than centralization are doing
that in a good faith or not —
(Interruption). There is a big diffe-
rence. Sir, we had centralization
in this country. | de not want
to go through the whole aspect
of centralization. We had in our
country during the time of our
Government a system of centraliza-
tion. Whatever we wanted to
devalve, we devolved through the
Local Government Authorities,
Municipalities, Urban Councils,
Town Councils and Village Coun-
cils. Through that set—up, devolve
anything what the Tamils want
in this country — (Interruption). It
is not Provincial Councils. The
Cabinet of Ministers must give
you authority. That Is one format
of devaelution.

(Mr. A. C. 5. Hameed)

The Provincial Councils are alse
local authorities.

(Mr. Lakshman Jlayakedy)

They are not. This' Is the
point, Sir. What we say is that
the day you give the Provincial
Cnunci{-:. it will be the first
step for the break-up of this
country. This is the difference.
Already you pgave the District
Development Councils and that
became the first step for ﬁghtinﬁ
in his country. VWhat happene
at the DDC elections?

(Mr, A. C. 5, Hameed)
You contested the elections.

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

VWe did not contest because we
knew that the first step would
be the fight. We knew that if
we participated there would be
a problem there.

(Mr. A.C. 5, Hameed)

Two candidates were
the nominatiens.

{Mr. Lzkshman layakedy)

We withdrew everyone, Sir.
Our position was very clear,
Ultimacely, what happened in Jafina,
in the North? ltis a no-go area
now. No one can go to that
place. The same thing will happen
in the Eastern Province. | know
it is going to happen very soon.
The idea of unification Is nn!iy
lip service. 1t |s only a word.
This idea of a united Sri Lanka
or a unitary Sri Lanka will be
confined only to the Constitution.
In operation it will never happen.
Therefore | feel that one has to
be extra careful whether we are

late for

going to have in this country
wars by proxy. That is what |
feel. There will be the Tamil
sector, the Sinhalese sector and

the Muslim sector. Once divided,
the Tamil sector will be supported

perhaps by Singapore, Britian,
South India, Mauritius, Fiji and
so on. Then the Muslim sector

may be supported by Iran, Libiya.
Migeria, Syria lrag-

{The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Sitting Is
suspended till 1.30 p.m.
Sitting cccordingly suspended til 1,30 p.m.

ond then resumed. MR, DEPUTY SFEAKER
(MA. MORMAN WAIDYARATHE) in the
Chair.



-

D. E. W. Gunasekera (Kalawana)

Then, Sir, coming to the specific
question that surfaced In thecourse
of the Debate, on behalf of the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka
and also on behalf of the entire
left movement, | must express—
{Interruption). The entire left move-

ment including the SLMP, the
LSSP and all other left forces.
| must say that we strongly

condemn the attitude the Govern-
ment has taken in regard to
Israel. A number of Hon. Members
from the Government side tried
to make out that our country had
relations with lIsrael in the 1960s,
But, Sir, | wish to point out
that hon. Members have forgotten
the fact that there had been
three wars as far as Israel was
concerned in the years [961-64s
1967-68 and 1973-74. The Middle
East question came to a crisis, a
climax, after the 1967 war, and
as a result most of the conntries
— not only our country but prac-
tically all the socialist countries,
the entire Third World countries
and the entire Non-Aligned coun-
tries — broke relations with lsrael
— (Interruption). In due course |
will answer that. | knew that
you woulld take it up. The Soviet
Union does not have any diplo-
matic relations with Israel.

(A Mamber)
All right, have the dissussions.

(Mr. Dew Gunasekara)

Have discussions for what? This
is the question.—(lnterruption). To-
day the Middle East question
cannot be solved withour the
participation of the United States
and the USSR, The two countries
will have to be there. Therefore,
for that purpose, to satisfy the
requirement of the Palestinlan peo-

le, certajn negotiative processes
Eave to take place. To that extent
they take part. [n fact the Soviet
Union, 1 will remind the hon.
Member, recognized lsrael as early
as 1984, and they said the right of
existence for lIsrael should be
given. That was as 1948 — (Interru-
ption). That is anether question,
You will have to accepr the reali-
ties that exist now. The entire
Third World, the WNon-Aligned
Movement, all the countries are
against lsrael because you cannot
forget the fact that the Palestinian

people for the last 40 odd years
are without a home. The Hon.
Minister of foreign Affairs knows
that better than anyone else. Their
present generation is a generation
of refugees. Therefore, it is our
duty not only to look after our
own domestic policies, It is our
national duty to see that those
who have been living In refugee
camps for the last 40 odd years
have their homes restored, That
is why that principled position in
foreign policy was taken by the
United Front Gevernment as early
as early as 1970, and that is a cor-
rect position. And that position
has been vindicated even now, and
you have taken a complete 180
degrees right turn.—(Interruption).

(Mr. Deputy Speakar)

Order, please ! Withont inter-
rupting him, allow him to wind
up.

(A Member)
There are lsraeli refugees also.

{Mr. Dew Gunasekarz)

If you do not know the history,
learn it from my speech.—([nter-
ruption). The other question is
worse than the lsrael question.
| think | must cerrect even the
Leader of the Opposition. Even
the United States of America,
France, and | think the entire
Common WVeath voted for the
Resclution, and Sri Lanka, Belize
and Oman are the three countries
which backed the Thatcher Govern-
ment on this question Just two
days back. It is a disgrace and
insulc to humanity. |t is an insulc
to civilizatlon, an Insult to the
Sri Lanka people who have been
espousing—(Interruption). VWhen we
fight, on the one hand, for the
self-determination of the back-
ward people in Latin America, in
Africa, on the Asian continent,
when we want to fight for them
and help them and extend out
solidarity for self-determinaticn,
here we Join the Imperialist
powers. It Is an insulg, it is a
shame and It is a disgrace that
we should have joined the Thatcher
Government against  Argentina
which belongs to the group of
six fighting, one of the formidable
members of the MNon-aligned
Movement which overthrew three
dictators at once, Some time back
all back Colonels of the military

dictatorship were overthrown by
the democratic people there and
today democracy is thriving and
it is springing up in the Argsntina
soil. And when such a country,
is trying to take back the Falk-
lands which had been raken by
force by the British imperialist,
our Government had the audacicy
to go and Join these blood-thirsty
imperialists and suppot the That-
cher Government as against the
Third VWorld Argentina govern-
ment. It Is an Insult, It is a
disgrace, and you will have to
accept |t that it is a disgrace
and an insult.

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please | How much more
time will you need ?

(A Member)
Communist people, are they not
blood-thirsty ?

(Mr. Dew Gunasekara)

Finally | must say that evena
British imperiallst writer com-
ments that he saw a biz dipls-
matic vietory for Argentina aver
Britain. [l6 countries voted for
the Resolution and there were
34 abstentions. Today | think
Sri Lanka's role, {t's despicable
rale, will have to be vehemently
condemned on the Floor of this
Housa. Sir, | wind up with that.

(Mr. A. C. 5. Himesed — Ministar of
Foreign Affairs)

Mr. Deputy Chajrman, first of
all | wish to thankallhon, Members
who participated in this Debate,
In face, | agree tothe Hon. Districo
Minister for Galle being given
more time in the hope that the
hon. Leader of the Opposition
would by then be here. | am
happy to see him here because
since he opened the Debate and
presented his case withh is usual
charm, | thought it would be good
if he was here to listen to me.

On the Debate |tself, | was
wondering how the Debate would
have gone if not for two develop-
ments, Both developments took
place this week. One was tha
visit of the lIsraeli President to
Sri Lanka on the 20th of this
month, and the other was the
vote on the Falklands which took
place on the 26cth of this month.
Really, within a week these two
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developments tock place. If not
for these twe developments, |
was wondering what the Debate
would have been llke because the
Debate has concentrated on these
two specific issues, one, the visit
of the lsraeli President and the
other the vote on the Falklands,
Except for the hon. Member for
Matugama (Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
who touched marginally on the
question of publicity, these were
the two Issues. If these two
events had not taken place there
would hardly have been a debate.

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakedy)

There would not have bean even
a CUut.

(Mr. A, C. 5. Hameed)

There would have hardly been
a debate because these things did
not take place | cannot see how
the Debate would have developed.

The hon. Leader of the Cpposi-
tijon made sweeping statement.
He said that there has been an
about-turn in the foreign policy

of this country, | say it s a
sweeping statement because to
assess and pass judgment or a

verdict on whether there has been
an about—turn in the foreign polic
of this coun.ry you have to loo
at our track record for the last
ten years.  You have to look at
the bilateral relation; you have
to look at the voting pattern of
the government in the United
Macions, at the Meou-Aligned Mee-
tings and in wvarious other inter-
national forums, and it is only
then that you can come to a
decision or assessment and say
whether there has been an about—
turn in the foreign policy of a
of a country.

The Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tlon certainly spoke with convic-
tlen — | respecc his conviction.
Bur at the same time he spoke
with an eye to the next election,
He was conscious of the fact that
there is a substantial Muslim
voting population In this country
and that they have predominantly,
or | think a majority of them
have been voting for the govenment,
So, | think, the wvery shrewd,
caleulating, far thinking politician

he is, he had his eye on the
next election, perhaps, within
the next two years. | do not
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in any way under-estimate his
strategy; he was llke a sportsman,
who knows that It is not correct
or appropriate to have a direct
shot at his target on a windy

day. So he timed it, looked
two years ahead two years. He
thﬂug{lt: “Suppose | shoot straight

on a windy day the animal will
not be there because of the

win.d'® Therefore, he took it
two years' time and then he
placed his strategy.

Mow, Sir,” diplomatic relations
with lsrael were established In
| think, 1956 and since then
there had been, | remember =
visit of an lsareli Prime Minister
in 1956-57. And | remember his
being taken around by the late
Mr. C. P, de Silva, Anyway, after
the war In 1967, when the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party won the
glections in 1970 chey suspendad
diplomatic relations with lsrael,
The Sri Lanka Freedom Party
did not sever diplomatic ties.
This is a very Important thing
to the rest of the argument in
trying to understand the pesition
of the government. The SLFP
government of 970, Mrs. Ban-
daranaike’s government, did not
sever diplomatic ties: it eonly
suspended them. [t only suspended
diplomatjc ties! It was not a
complete lack of contact. In fact
from 970 to 1977 during the
SLFP trime, there were contacts
becween Sri Lanka and lsrael,
There was trade between the
two private sectors. [|sraells came
to. this 'country as tourists;
lsraelis came here in fact in 1976
for an international consensus on
tourism. 5o what happened In
1970 was a suspension of diplo-
mati ties between Sri Lanka and

Israel. MNow what happened was
that we had the President of
lsrael coming to Sri Lanka. If
we had diplematic ties and jf

we had a Head of State visiting
us then there are certain forma-
lities that we had to follow.
We have the arrival ceremony,
guard of honour, the departure
ceremony and [ssue of a commu-
nigue at the end of the visit,
All what we did was this. Here
is the President of a country
who is passing through Sri Lanka
and he wants to come here.
Let us forget the technical staff,

Let us say he wants to come
here and we could not say no
because we have only suspended
diplomatic ties and then he came.
The common courtesy is that a
Minister meets him. He had an
unofficial lunch with His Excellency
the President. It was not a banquet
as such., Then he goes off and
there is no communique. MNow,
the point that | want to make
is, if diplomatic ties were severed
in 1970 and if we had agreed to
the visic of the [sraeli President
even on a low key note, then
you could have said that it is
wrong. Then the contention of
the speech 'of the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition would have
been relevant and appropriate and
correct. But we had not severed
diplomatic ties. WWe had only
suspended the diplomaticties. Then
the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion read from the “Sun'' paper
and the “Island", the comments
given. They had quoted some
official frem the Israall Interest
Section. That is not a Govern-
ment Communique. People are
free to say whether they are
satisfied or not satisfied, they are
happy or unhappy. They could
say all that, but the point Is
that when he left there was on
Government Communique. We
were quite conscious of the fact
at what level this wisit should
be placed, what limitacion should
apply to this visit, We were
quite conscious of all that, Se,
that Is how this visit took place,

Mow, Sir, the argument went
very much further. He said that
this is an about—turn in our policy
and chis about-turn policy was
the basis of the two arguments.
One was the visit of the President
of lsrael and the other was the
vote on the Falkands issue. Vhen
the Israel President came here |
said that we treated it on the
footing that icis not a State Visit.
We were asked, ‘'You met the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of lsraal.
What did he callk?™

Neow, Sir, | want to remind the
House that there are many things
that are happening in the world
today. Diplomacy and approach to
diplomacy is semething that keeps
changing and fits inte the time
it Is being practised. Lots of people
are talking teday, many countries



are talking to one another, coun-
trier who are not friends, countries
who have opposing views, coun-
tries who are at a confrontationist
level, they are talking, may not
be openly, they are talking secre-
tly. There are many countries

helping in this process to see
wheather issues can be solved,
Say, for example, a place like
Morocco, King Hassan received
the last Prime Minister Shimon
Peres. They have no diplomatic

ties, Or take President Mubarak,
He continues to talk. They have
established diplomatic ties. The
Sovier Unlon is talking to lsrael.
| know about what they are talking
too. | do not want to say iton
the Floor of this House. Thersfare
E::u cannot say that the Soviet

nien ar Merocco or Egypt—these
are important Arab countries —
have sold the Palestian cauze down
theriver Nile. You connot say that
— (Interruption). But that is a
different matter. But in your own
speeches a lot of complimentary
adjectives were used regarding
Eygpt. Let us not talk of individual
countries., But the fact remains
that people are talking. The
Soviet Unjon has, and the Socialisc
countries have registered their
solidarity to the Palestian cause.
Mow, Sir, what | want to say s
we have not thrown overboard
our commitment to the Arab
cause. Qur commitment to the
cause of the Palestinian people
remains unchanged. The crux of

the gquestion 1s, is Sri Lanka going -

to re—establish diplomatic ties
with Israel? And | say that 5ri
Lanka is not going to re-establish
diplomatic ties with lsrael, If we
had re-established diplomatic ties
with lsraal, | would say agajn that
all what the Leader of the Oppo-
sition said this morning is correct,
apt and precise. But we have not
established diplomatic ties. Over
and ever again, since the establish-
ment of the Ilsragl Intereses
section, there have been a number
of occasions when | had to speak
at various interpational forums
and we have reiterated our sup-
port, our commitment to the
Palestinian people. Therefore, peo-
ple cannot have ene yardstick for
Meoscow and one yardstick for
5r1 Lanka. The same yardstick that
applies for Moscow also applies

to Sri Lanka, ltis true that these
are certain inner compulsions to

talk to lsrael, and we do that,
But this does not mean that our
position towards the Palestinian

cause has changed. Let meassure
you, Sir, that nobody in this
country can claim to have the
sole monopoly in solidarizing with
the cause of the Palestinian people.
| know the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party's commictment and so are
we committed.

(Mr. Anura Bandaranalke)
How come that you were {so-
lated from the rest of the world?

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

No, no, that Is a decision we
have to take. Ve have stood
for the application of the principle
of self-decermination In the con-
text of decolonization and this
year 1f we abstained then you
would have asked, why did you
vote last year? There was an
amendment last year but this
year there was no amendment.
If there was an amendment this
year we could have supported
the amendment and abstained on
the resclution. So it was abso-
lutely logieal,

Now you say our decision Is
rompted by various other actions.
l:’uu said it was because of
Maduru-Oya, It was because of

Victoria and you are trying to
get something. Look, natfonal
considerations too are also im-

portant. This wheole morning —
{Mr. Anura Bandaranalke)

| do not want to interrupt
you because you are extremely
courteous to me but there is
one question which | fail to
understand. It is the position
of the 5ri Lanka Government

that you are for self-determina-
tioen for the people of Falklands
lsland?
(Mr. A. C. 5. Hameed)

Yes. Mot only fer them, in
the contexe of de-colonization.

(Mr. Anura. Bandaranaike)

So If somebody passed a re-
solution that the Tamils in the
Morth should have the right to
self-determination, then you are
entitled te support that as well?
{Mr.. A. C. 5. Hameead)

Bue [ said, *in
of de-colonization.™

the context

(Mr. Anura Bandaranalice)
How are you going to differen-
tiate thac?

(Mr. A, C. 5. Hameed)

Ne, because [t i on the same
principle that we supported Zim-
bawe, it Is on the same principle
that we support Namibia todn{,
It [s the same principle we apply
in supporting the Palestinian peo-
ple. Because of the same principle
we support the people in New
Calidonia. It Is nothing new.

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

This is for small people but
not for the ibig people.
(Mr. A. C. 5 Hameed)

It is the application of a princi-
ple that we feel we should stand
by. Now your argument is right,
because you say this decision was
taken because of national conside-
rations. The Leader ofthe Cppo-
sition this morning maintained
aver and over that a country has
no permanent friends but only
permanent interests, Mow look
at what happened during your
time. Take one or two examples.

Mow let us take 1975. East
Timor — what happened? In the
Committee in November you voted
for the Resolution. The Hon.
Prime Minister then, Mrs. Bandara-
naike, your distinguished mother,
was going to Indonesia In January,
Having voted for in Committee
in the United Nations in November,
in December you abstained. You
say we took one year to adjust.
You adjusted within a month! —
(Interruption), | do not blame you
for that. There are certain situa-
tions that develop and the Govern-
ment must be flexible in tha
application of its foreign policy.
| do not balme you for that.

Now take what happened in
1956, when there was the Soyiet
intervention in Hungary. A Com-
mittee was appointed by the
International Commission of Jurists

and Srl Lanka was ope of the
members. The report came out
and the report was absolutely

critical of the Soviet Union. In
1956 in MNovember the then dis-
tinguished Prime Minister of this
country, Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike, your dinstinguished father.
went to the United Mations; and
what happened in the vote?
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Aquino signs truce

Keith B. Richburg
(Washington Past)

MAMILA

resident Corazon C. Aquino’s

government signed a truce
agreement with Communist insur-
gents Thursday.

Government negotiators and re-
resentatives of the Communist
Bart}" of the Philippines and its
military wing, the Mew People’s
Army, appeared together in public
for the first time to sign two
separate documents covering immu-
nity guarantees for the rebel
negotiators and outlining details
of the 60-day ceasefire.

The cease—fire in the [|7-year
guerrilla war s set to begin
Dec. 10 and last through Feb. 2,
the scheduled date of the plebiscite
on a Philippine constitution. |t
may be extended after that if
both sides agree.

After the signing, Agriculture
Minister Ramon Mitra, who led

i i

A triumphant Sotr Qcampa with
President Aquino’s negotiotar Raomon
Mitra, Agriculture Minister,

the government team, exchanged
hugs with Saturnino Ocampo, the
chief spokesman for the outlawed
Communisc Party.

“Our mutual hope, as we sign
this document, is that both sides
can make it work and that it will
lead to @& concrete and lasting
peace,” said Mr, Mitra.

Tt

|t gives our people a respite
from the fratricidal war that has
gone on for |7 years,”" he said.
“lt builds up the beginning of
mutual trust between the opposing
sides, and gives them the chance
of talking, Instead of fighting."”

Mr. Qeampo called the truce a
first step toward ‘‘peace based on
justice, freedom and democracy.

Mr, Mitra sald Mrs. Aquino en-
tered into the cease-fire talks
‘‘ar no little policical cost to her.”

Her policy of pursuing a ceasefire
and peace talks to end the insur-
gency had seemed imperiled by
continuing rebel ambushes, skepti-
cism from U, §. officials in VWas-
hington and criticisms from within
her own restive military.

Mrs. Aguino did not atcend the
signing ceremony. In a statement
later Mrs. Aquino said, *‘Our final
aim 15 a lasting and honorable

When the L. G. was ahead of the news

Dismembering Peradeniya — Sri Kotha’s

Secret War

Next Round in Phillipines — Interview
with Satur Ocampo

Guardian which published an exclusive interview with the Filipino journalist

Satur Ocampo. It was the first interview given by
journalist after his escape from jail.
He was allowed to attend the annual conference o

this prominent pre-Martial Law
He had been under detention for 9 years.
f the Phillipines Journalist

Association held at the National Press Club on May 5 1985. The interviewer was
a free-lance American photo-journalist Charles Steiner who contacted him in a
small provincial town many miles from Manila in late Nov. 7985.

S S S e Rt S
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peace whereln a nation united and
free can work for its progrees."

The cease-fire accord has been
widely viewed as a major political
victory for Mrs, Aquino.

While both sides hailed the
peace accord as a major victory,
the enthusiasm was muted by the
knowledge that the next phase of
the talks — the substantive nego-
tiations to find a peaceful end to
the guerrilla war — would be far
more difficult.

Under the terms of the truce,
the talks will begin within 30 days.

“*| have no doubt that the
succeeding phase of the negotia-
tions will be even mare difficult,"
Mr. Mitra sald, "but on substantive
issues, we might have some com-
mon ground.”

Mr, Ocampo agreed the |ater
talks “'will be more difficulc’’ but
added that he was optimistic.

Both sides enter the ensuing
peace talks with opposing posi-
tions that at this early stage seem

yirtually irreconcilable, The Com-
munists are Expe:ted to Want at
least some share of government
power as the price for [aying
down their arms, something Mrs.
Aquino has categorically ruled out.

The Communists are also expec-
ted to press their longstanding
demand for the dismantling of the
American military bases, a conces-
sion the Aquino government is
unlikely to make,

Mr. Ocampo had said previously
that the rebels would demand as
part of a cease-fire that the
government grant Communist for-
ces territorial control of certain
areas of the country.

But the truce agreement skirted
over that and other sticking points,
indicating that the rebel side has
made significant concessions over
the last several weeks in order
to gain a truce,

For example, the five-page truca
agreement makes no mention of a
previous rebel demand that the
military dismantle “notorious"

units of the paramilitary Civilian
Home Defense Force. The arm
has relied en those units, whic
are basically armed civilian militias,
to bolster troop strength in key
villages. But the largy untrajined
troops have also been widely cited
for abusing human rights,

The truce document says that
during the period of a ceasefire,
the army small *'disarm and punish
abusive members and units in the
field, including abusive CHDF."
In return, according to the truce
document, the Communists agrea
to disarm and punish their abusive
membears and unics,

The military is also allowed to
continue [ts patrols in areas under
nominal “‘control'’ of the commu-
nist guerrillas.

The pact calls for the establish-
ment of a five-member National
Cease-Fire Committee to monitor
the truce and Investigate com-
plaints of violations by either side.
That panel will also set up local
or regional cease—fire committee
in areas of heavy fighting.

Polls Commissioner’s . . .

(Continued from page 9)

In the words of the Elections
Commissioner, '‘one of the issues
which created a continuous furore
was the liberal display of Refe-
rendum symbols in gress violation
of Section 50 (1) of the Referen-
dum Act.'" He calls thisa ‘‘very
unpleasant’’ feature at the Refe-
rendum. To permit them to con-
tinue the display, he says, ‘‘was
an affront to the law'',

Unclean Hands

“‘Apprehension of persons res-
ponsible for che displaying of
symbols was few. Why were
detections difficulc ? The display
of symbols was illegal. Everyone
admitced lc. Law enforcement
authorities could have simply re-
meved them and if anyone objected
it was noc difficulc to have resisted
such objections and even prose-
cuted them, because those with
unclean hands have no justice to
seek. In fact the Commissioner
advised the police to do so.
Question remains as to why this

simple course of action was not
taken."

Crude Consistency

Law abiding citlzens, says the
Commissioner, are baffled by the
fact that after nearly twenty two
years of compliance within the
frame—-work of the law it came
to be violated with such “crude
consistency."’

The law abiding citizen ‘‘may
see it as a callous disregard of

the law. It is bad enough. But
does he also see it as a calcu-
lated disregard to observe the

law on the part of wrong doers
convinced that the authorities
would not take action.'

... The proposal to  extent
the life of Parliament was made
by the Government. Does he see
It as an Instance when the law
enforcement authericias, who knew
the stand of the Government on
this issue, entertained any fear
that they would be misunderstocod
as individual officers and there-
fore refrained from taking action
to remoye the Symbols?"

Blatant Violation

*The blame'’, says the Com-
missioner, ‘‘has to be borne by
those whe blatantly violated it in
an induced climate of the near in-
action on the part of the law
enforeement authoricies . .. The
wrong doer has to be condemned
for the wrong done.

Commissioner de Silva records
the allegations that Polling Obser-
vers who managed to reach the
polling stations found it imprudent
to stay, He says: “‘All the precau-
tions taken prior to a poll can be
negated, if within the crucial nine
hour poriod of the poll the free-
dom of the voteris qualified or
denied.

“Allegations were made that
certain Poling Observers were not
either able to reach their polling
stations in time, or having arrived
at their polling stations discavered
after some time that it was not
prudent to continue to scay’

To the extent that grievances
remain without effective radress,

(Continued on Page 28)
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Part IV

Jaffna’s War-time Economy

Paul Seabright

neil recently the labour surplus

has been due entirely to a
fall in demand, but in flows of
refugees from Vavuniya and the
Eastern province In recent months
cunlike the post-1983 influx which
consisced primarily of those enga-
ged in urban occupations) may add
to labour supply unless resettle-
ment is possible at an early date,
It is symptomatic of the pervasi-
veness of economic disruption in
conditions of physical insecurity
that while only two members of
the RLU are reported to have
been killed by the securicy forces,
the remainder of the member-
ship has seen its real earnings
so heavily reduced. While there
may be some exaggeration in the
figures reported to me, their gene-
ral leval is certainly not implau-
sible in the light of what is known
about the decline in cultivation
area. In the face of these changes
farmers and labourers have few
resources to fall back upon. New
bank credit has effectively ceased
in Jaffna, and banks have ceased
making cash payments (due to the
high incidence of bank robberies
in 1983 and 1984). Informal credit
markets do not appear to have
compensated for this: despite a
rise In reported ‘normal’ incerest
rates from 3 per cent per month
to 5 per cent per month, amounts
of credit advanced are sald to
have declined®®. This Is of course
an impressionistic judgment, but
it accords with what one might
expect given the diminished avai-
lability of cash and the unpredic-
tability of the barrower risks
involved. If accurate, such a finding
contrasts with the commeon ten-
dency of informal credit markets
to Increase the velume of credit
at lean times of the agricultural
year, a discrepancy that prempts
the following hypothesis abeut che
discontinuity between ‘normal’
and ‘abnormal’ conditions: (3) in
‘normal’ time when borrower risk
is relatively well known to the
lender, credit volume is demand-
derermined along a rising supply
curve, with higher demand raising
both veolume and Interest rates
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gthe lacter typically in spite of
ower oppeortunity cost to the
lender in the lean season, and
due no doubt to a monopoly posi-
tion as well as te some [ncrease
in default risk); (b) in ‘abnormal’
times when risk to borrowers

and lenders are either unusally
high or unpredictable or both,
higher demand in the informal
sector leads to higher interest

rates®, but the supply curve bends

backwards and credit rationing
ensues. In the latter cases the
normal  informational advantages

possessed by Informal over formal
sector lenders tend to disappear.
More mundanely, it may also be
true that in conditions of insec-
urity, private moneylending, as an
activity combining high visibility
with often low popular good will,

is no longet so  attractive fo
potentfal lenders. | have no estl-
mates of the incidence of land
mortgage or distress sale, out

anecdotal information suggests the
land market to be very stagnant®,
Land can function as a security in
distress anly when adverse circums-
tances strike the economy unevenly
leaving certain groups in a posi-
tion to demand the land that others
need to sell; in conditions such-
as those in laffna where the agri-
cultural economy has suffered very
widespread strass, land is of little
use, The cases of distress land
transfer  reported to me concern
mortgage econtracts made in the
past, of which the repayment con-
ditions have become suddenly burd
densome due to recept circumstanc
ces, such as a family’s loss of
breadwinner. Concerning livestock
how ever, the rise in price of
mutton and chicken (both mainly
local products) suggests that in-
creased domestic consumption and
sale In 1984 [motivated both by
family needs and by the shortage
of fodder and grain for consump-
tion) may have resulted jin a
redictuon in current steck, When
economic distress Is widely enough
diffused (and econemic risks suffi-
ciently closely correlated), assets
that can be costlessly consumed
are more useful than those that

have to be transferred or that yield
consumption benefits enly at cost.
(To be continued)

Motes

=2 ibid.

53 Known locally as the *“*meter’” rate of
interest — it keeps on rising. =

54 a 5 corrected.

Polls Commissioner’s .. ..
(Continued from page 27)

says the Commissioner, *“‘the esta-
blishment is exposed to criticism'.
In Remand

In addition to the violations of
the law and the climate of fear,
the Commissioner of Electiops
also records the facr that the
Secretary of a recognised political
party was held in remand during
the conduct of the Referendurn.

A State of Emergency was also
continued during the conduct of
the poll.

Among the Commissioner’s other
observations are these:

“However divergent the inter-
pretations could be yet it becomes
rather difficulc In these clrcumst-
ances to deny the allegation that
the failure to maintain the ex-
pleted levels of law and order in
general, and more specifically on
the day of the poll, partly at least
would have been the reason for
the failure of some Polling Obser-
vers to assert their rights and be
present at the Polling stations™.

“In fact the wery right to vote
is at times claimed to have been
affected by threats, intimindation,
forcible taking away of polling
cards erc, outside the purview of
polling stations . . . , A disenchant-
ment with the very process of
election can develop because the
elector may experience a gap In
the right to vote and fts effective
excerclse.

TRENDS
{Continued from paoge 1)
aspirants with time, money and
energy spent on the post—J. R.
‘succession  stakes’? No. The
Committee consisting of a farmer
Permanent Secretary, and a former
Director af the Film Corporation
will report on ‘lender procedures,
and contracts connected witl the
construction of an aericl mast,
a transport yard and a boundary
wafl, and many other  allied
acifvities af Sri Lanka’'s “Great
Communicator® ;  This is the Sri
Lanka Broadeasting Corporation...
and that is the News....




Our business °
goes beyond tobacco.

For well ower five decades we have begn wwolved in ihe tobacoo indusiry in
Sri Lanka. We are pioneers in jobacco growing, promoting self-
emplovment and gencrating incoma lor the rerel faomer, We contribure

to government revenue and earn Toreign exchange Tor the country.

Wtilising owr expertise, we have ventured into other fields, Hortieulture and
alternate funls are just two of them

Wit hiawe established & tissue culture laborastory, mainly for the development
of new varieiies of orchids, We also produce tissue culiured
strawbrey and house plants Tor expart,

In oursearch for alternate tuels, we have perfected 1he manufaciure of
brigueties out of waste eoir dust, These briguettes offer a solid fuel
altecnative 1o Teel oil and to firewood,

Wi aleo offer consultancy services in engrgy conservation.

Qi
Ceylon Tobacco Company Limited

A muymber of the B-AT Group.
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17/197'8 are a mu/tttude of yuardmns durmg your szettme\

WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU

~® They who guard the freedom of speech & expression
e They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

® They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency in day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARNED
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH QUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You
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