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“Sri Lankan political discourse, in recent times, has produced an amazing variely of political theorists
and analysts whose main vocation seems to be to produce denunciatory criticism of the political
military strategy of the LTTE and offer ideas and solutions as to how to end the so called ‘terrorist
menace.’ Among these political theorists Dayan Jayatilleka stands out as a unique character in his
irrational and ruthless crificism of the LTTE.”
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P.A. — econom:ca!ly embattled ?

Mervyn de Silva

(411 [rﬂquest every cilizen lo celebrate

our victory, calmly and peacefully.
We must in no way harass the Tamil
community by word or deed” said Pre-
sident Chandrika Kumaratunga in a
broadcast to the nation, soon afier Sn
Lankan lroops reached Jafina. It was
thoughtful of President Kumaratunga to
impress on the Sinhalese, an overwhel-
ming majority, that this was no cccasion
foranti-Tamil violence. There wasnone.
Mor of course, was there much celebra-
tion when the advancing units of the Sri
Lankan army surrounded Jaffna. There
was little cause for celebration: Jaffna
is a ghost city. What the army feared
mast was that it could also be a booby
trap.

When the army advances, the guear-
rilla retreats but not as far as Libya,
surely? The rumour-mills in Caolombo
waorked overime. Prabhakaran had
fled.... To Tamilnadu? Not really. He had
retreated to the Mullaitivu jungles, his
rearbase built up when fighting the IPKF
(1987-90). So does the war go on? Or
will the people return to Jaffna IF the
govemment and army are ready o res-
tore normal conditions and guarantes
the civilian population that it will be
treated well.

Lt. General Krishnaswamy Sundarji
was India’s army chief when the ques-
tion of an Indian response was debated
at the highest decision-making levels.
How does he see the situation?

“The fall of Jaffna city to the Sri Lan-
kan forees now would also have a pro-
found geopolitical and psychological
effect on the situation. What are these
likely to be? What is the probable

upshot? Muchis going to depend on the
statesmanship that President Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga displays and the wis-
dom with which the government acts".

The ammy's 30,000 froops under
General Rohan Daluwatte seems to be
in no particular hurry. For one thing, he
realises that Jaffna is not only a ghost
town with no people but probably one
huge boaby trap. The land mine was so
muchapartof LTTE's war-machine that
this writer named EELAM WAR | and
EELAM 2, “the landmine war”.

EELAM WAR 3 has introduced mis-
siles. It was surface-to-air missiles
(SAM's) probably purchased in Alghani-
stan which destroyed the first two
AVROs. And now the SLAF has lost
three ANTONOVs bought in Ukraine
and two Chinese-builty-8's, atleast one
of these, in a manner that has puzzled
the pundits. The Tiger has been badly
mauled and its "mini-state” in the nor-
thern peninsula is falling apart while the
Sri Lankan state is bleeding economi-
cally. The mounting costs of EELAM
WAR 3 will make it exceedingly difficult
for the Peaples Alliance (P.A.) admini-
siration to salisfy the Sinhala eleciorate
in the South. It will also find the trade
unions, even those friendly to the P.A.,
more and more restive, disappaointed
and disillusioned. Inflation is the enemy
within. The campuses provide the
shock-trocops. The JVP must sursly spot
this “window of opporiunity”. Histori-
cally, the campus has always been the
early warning signal.

In his budget speech Prof. G.L. Pieris
drew our aftention to the rising debt
service burden. This year's budget defi-

cit will not
He hope

drg t}é EﬁEI‘lf.I'DI'I uf the Hou
' g.{ﬁa‘?ence 5p9ndmg o

it will reach Hs. 38
ke believed that 5.5%
grawth th'is_yéar was creditable, he is
looking forward to 6% in 1996.

Direct fareign investment, 9.2 billion
in 1994 had dropped to Rs. B billion this
year.
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Not the End

Jaffna looks set to fall, but the war isn’t over

Manik de Silva

Vellupillai Prabhakaran, the shadowy
lzader of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, probably won't be celebra-
ting his 41st birthday in his stronghold of
Jafina, But his swom enemies in the Sri
Lankan military might.

On November 20, govemment troops
aided by tanks and artillery began pouring
into the Tiger bastion in the face of fierce
resistance. Thaugh there were conflicting
repors from the front, and it appaarad that
Colombo's forces were still some 2.5 kilo-
metres away from the city centre, few
doubted that Jafina would ultimately fall.
“We will be celebraling Prabhakaran's
bithday in Jafina," on Movember 28,
claimed Brig. Sarath Munasinghe, the
government's top military spokesman.

Sill, it was probably premature to begin
party preparations. “We expect more
fighting, mere mines, more booby-traps.
We expect the worst, It eould be the
bloodiest phase: of our offensive,” said
Munasinghe. Although nearly 400 sold-
iers have been killed and several hund-
red wounded since the Jaffna operation
was launched, the military claimedio have
gliminated more than 1,500 Tigers, Troop
morale was said 1o be excellent.

The big question now is: After Jaffna,
what? Taking the city does not mean

taking the whole Jafina peninsula. Unlike
the Indian Peace Keeping Force, which
tried lo police a peace with the rebels
but failed and withdrew in March 1990,
Colombo doesn't have the manpaower to
effectively control both the northern and
eastern provinces, the Tigers' traditional
hunting grounds. Besides, as the army
has concenfrated on its northem offen-
sive, it has lost ground in the praviously
secured east.

“Taking Jaffna obviously means rooting
out a part of the cancer that was restriclad
to a particular area,” said an Asian diplo-
mat in Colombo. "But the cancer is going
to spread elsewhere, with the Tigers ma-
king terrorist strikes oulside the theatre of
caonflict, That will be a reality that Colombao
will have ta live with, and there is very littla
that can be done about that given the
suicide cadres the Tigers command.”

While the loss of Jaffna and a sizable
part of the peninsula will mean an erosion
of the LTTE's carefuly nurured tax-
and-extortion base and quite a bit of its
military infrastructure, its terror capability
will remain. And past experience abun-
dantly demonstrates that Prabhakaran
isn't loath to use such methods to further
his aims. Indeed, as the army began
entering Jaffna, the clandestine Voice of

Tigers radio ordered all civilians to head
south to the mainland, where some
250,000 refugees have already collected.
“The refugees will provide the Tigers with
& human shield as they revertto a guarrlla
war,” said an analyst in the capital.

President Chandrika Kumaratunga
must be acutely aware of the dangers to
the economy of a wave of Tigers terror
outside the war zone. But she Iz also
conscious that international opinion has
hardened against the Tigers since the
rebels' unilateral breaking of a 100-day
truce in April and their rejection of a gene-
rous peace package.

Kumaratunga might use a military vic-
tory in Jaffna to gamble on an election or
referendum hinged on her devolution
package, which will give more power to
the provinces and which she hopes will
finally resolve the ethnic problem. The
1896 budget presented on November 8
has been widely interpreted as a pra-
election budget. Despite huge defence
outlays compellad by the war and a cash-
strapped treasuy, it treats consumers with
kid gloves and offer tax breaks to the
middle class. Analysts saw it as a budget
with ‘Something for everybody.”

[FEER]

Chandrika’s

A. S. Abraham
[s the 12-year old ethnic confiict
in Sri Lanka reaching a tuming point?

This question is prompted by the relent-
less conflict between the S Lankan
army and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) which has been intensi-
fying since last April when the moves for
peace, initiated by Sri Lanka's then newly
elected President, Ms. Chandrika Kuma-

Strategy

ratunga, which initially locked hopeful,
broke down.

Army Pressure

The LTTE, pushed to the wall by the
tactics of the army, is apparently fighting
with desperation. The series of explosions
at oil depots in Colombo, causing at loast

20deaths and injuriesto many more, while
hundreds fled a curfew-bound capital,
suggest that the Tigers, some of whom
exchanged fire with govemment troops,
mean o carry out this war in the way thay
know bast. While attempting to relieve the
army pressura on the Jafina peninsula
and even Jaffna town by bomb blasts in
the capital, they are also serving notice



to the government that they can create
mayhem at will. The same message is
conveyed by the LTTE’s attack on three
villages in the eastin which no less than
48 people have been mercilessy killed,

Ms Kumaratunga, realising that the
LTTE was clearly dragging its feet on
her peace initiative, appears to have
decided that, in order for the LTTE to
realise she meant business, she would
first have to subdue it by force. In doing
so, however, she is taking the risk of
plunging Sri Lanka into a catastropha of
a kind the country has never seen before,

sheis pursuing a two-pronged strategy:
a necassary war followed, if the war ends
successiully, by lasting peace. In the midst
of the army operations, she announced
on August 3 her devolution proposals,
designed to convert Sr Lanka from a
unitary republic into a “union of ragions”
and to give the Tamils of the north and
east a far greater degree of autonomy
than they have come to expect.

At the moment, however, the war is
claiming most of the army’s attention as,
in a succession of operations codenamed
Leap Forward, Thunder Stike and now
Riviresa (sunshine), it moves into Tiger
territory in the Jafina peninsula in a sus-
lainad drive to corner the beast in its lair.
By all accounts, this is the most serious
army coffensive to date against the Tigers
and the latter have suffered much greater
losses than anticipated. At the same time,
the Tigers are fighting back with all they
rhave got. The Tigers are, intemationally
and politically, at a disadvantage. They
are virtually friend less today, having
squandered away most of the goodwill
that they claimed as an oppressed mino-
rity. Their leadership is nothing if not auto-
cratic. They are unable to win friands and
influence peaple and, more imparantly,
stales who might be helpful to thelr cause.

They have a dismal and bloody record
of assassinations which has created a
sense of revulsion world-wide — a recent
letter in a Tiger paper threatens Ms Kuma-
ratunge with murder, as happened to Rajiv
Gandhi, Ranasinghe Premadasa, Lalith
Athulathmudali, Gamini Dissanayake,

Hanjan Wijeratne who were all assassina-
ted. This is characteristic of the LTTE's
sinister method of operation andits refusal
to come to terms with a vastly changed
intermational situation.

In contrast, Ms Kumaratunge is now in
a strong position. When she came to
power last November, she had aver 80
percent of the vote in the presidential poll.
The people had obviously vested their
hopes of a solution to the ethnic dispule
in her and she did not disappoint them.
When she tumed to war, she did not
abandon her search for peace, announ-
cing her devolution package, which still
awails a two-thirds pariamentary majority
vote of approval.

Peace-keeping Force

Internationally, too, she has support for
what she is trying to do. She has excellent
relations with India, the one country
whose intervention in the dispute could be
crucial, but which will not intervene, due
both to Ms Kumaratunge's policy of friend-
ship, so unlike that of President Prema-
dasa when he was in office, and ta India
having bumnt its fingers once through the
Indian Peace-Keeping Force operations.
She has eamedareputation as the peace-
maker who has been forced to resort
temporarily if riskily to warin orderto make
peace dasirable to both sides,

The crucial question now is whether the
Sri Lankan army, appropriately refurbi-
shed for the conflict, will prevail over the
Tigers, fighting as they ara wilh theirbacks
to the wall. The Tigers' aim is probably
1o sow such terror and confusion among
the people as lo make itimperative for the
govemment to deal with this situation.
That may require troops to be kept whera
they are instead of moving north, as large
numbers of them have been doing.

If the Tigers are able to set off panic
and cause people to flee as refugees
(there are sings that this may be happen-
ing), the Sri Lanka government will have
its hands full coping with this crisis and
the Tigers will not anly geta breather, th ey
might also be able 1o go on the offensive.
Ms Kumaratunge has already spoken of

inlroducing the draft and she may have
to do so now.

Tamil Refugees

The Tigers do not enjoy significant
international suppart any lenger, barring
among sections of people in Tamil Nadu
with whom they share ethnic ties. As long
as India refuses to get involved in the Sri
Lankan crisig, there is little the Tigers can
hope to do. But what if there is a flood
of Tamil refugees across the Palk Strait
into Tamil Nadu? What will be the fealing
of the people of Tamil Nadu at the exodus
of fellow-Tamils and at their plight in the
ongoing war?

In any event, Ms Kumaratunge should
resist lhe temptation to attack Jaffna town.
The loss of and injury to civilian life, and
the destruction of property would be too
horrendous to contemplate. Whatever the
chances of winning the Tamils overto the
side of peace and whatever her own
reputation as a national, not seclicnal,
leader, these would be demalished were
she to take such a step.

There is no doubt that the Tigers ara
hoping she will make just such a blundar.
By givingin o the demands of the Sinhale-
se right-wing and to the militant sections
of the Buddhist clergy, both of which are
influential and which believe that the only
answer to Tamil demands is muscle-
power, sha will be hastening the end of
Sri Lanka as a plural state. She will be
selling the stage for worst anti-Tamil
pogrom in Sri Lanka's history canfirming
what the Tigers have long been misgui-
dedly urging — that the Tamils must have
their own independent state,

Ms Kumaratunge must do everything to
protect the Tamil minority from the rampa-
ging Sinhalese, while assuri ng the majori-
ty that she means to preserve the integrity
of the country. For that, sha must first
decisively beat the Tigers militarily, give
the Tamil moderates a chance to come
into their own and then get down to the
nuts and bolts of the devolution proposals
which she has already put before the
country.

frofy



The India Doctrine

Humayun Kabir

he Government of India immediately

got in touch with the governments
named in the report and expressed ils
concam at the developmeantsin the neigh-
bouring Sri Lanka, urging them to adopt
a ‘hands-off policy towartls the island. In
Pariament, Narasimha Rao cautioned all
powers to keep out of the tumoil in S
Lanka and also made it clear to the Si
Lankan leaders that no such distoried
view that India interfered in Sri Lanka's
internal affairs could be taken of the Inevi-
table consequences of being India’s nei-
ghbours with possible consequences for
India’s national life and security.'®® Mrs
Gandhi's reaction was much clearer and
farmore firm. She statedinthe Lok Sabha,
" ..Developments in Sr Lanka affect us
also. In this matter India cannot be regar-
ded as just any [other] country. Sri Lanka
and India are the two countries who are
directly concemed. Any extrangous invol-
vement will complicate matters for both
our countries... Forces of destabilisation
are at work. Hence, we must make every
effort o minimise any opporiunity for
foreign elements to weaken us..'*?
Later on she also said that the other
countries had appreciated India's position
in respect of the situation in Sri Lanka and
acknowledged India's special interest in
the whole matter. Marasimha Rao also
made the same poin! when he said that
India's position was appreciated by all
countries with which he and some other
Indian leaders hadthe occasionto discuss
the matter,'™

Twao major points in relation to SriLanka
transpired fromthese Lok Sabha debates.
First, the parliamentarians pointed outthat

The guthor; Dr. Humayiun Kaobir twoos
gcholar-in-residence af the Bandaranai-
ke Centre for Internationol Studies
(BCIS)this year, Heisd Research Fellow
of the Banglodesh Centre for Strofegic
Studies, The first article in the series wos
P.A. PACHAGE: BEYOND INDIA,
(L.G. Sept. 15), By mistake, that article
was presented s a contribition by Prof
KM, de Silva, We opologise to Dr. Huma-
yun Kabir, We trust that this cormection
will also satisfy Prof. KM, de Silva.

Regular readers should kindly note
that this series by Dr. Humayun Kobir
include CONFLICT AND FOREIGN
POLICY, DELHI'S SECURITY CON-
CERNS, TRINCO, USAND INDIA, and
BIACK JULY.

S Lanka's call for help reiterated the
pro-American proclivityinils foreign policy
outlook, which was considerad inimical Lo
India's securily interests, Therafore, LS.,
or for that malter any other extranaous
invalvemnent in the island, was to be dis-
couraged and prevented. And second,
India not only felt slighted and Ignorad by
not having been asked to help Sri Lanka,
but =he also seemed o have construed
that the tiny island had the temerity to
question India's integrity. It also con-
firmed, as it wera, their long-held view
about Jayewardene's ‘anti-India credo’
and his drifting his country away from
India's designated sphere of influence.
Therefora, the positionwas thatonly India,
and no olher power, was to be involved
in the Sn Lankan affairs.

Clearly, a security doctrine was enun-
ciated by the |ndian leadership. Although
the Indian government did not give it a
textual form, a leading Indian scholar,
Ehabani Sen Gupta, succincily specified
the parameters of the doclrine which
came to be varously referred to as the
“India. Doctrine”, “South Asia Doctring”,
“Indira Doctrine”, and later on as the
*Bajiv Doctrine”, Ha wrole: “The carnage
in S Lanka has spawned an Indian doc-
trine of regional secunty. The doctrine has
received prompt implicit or explicit appro-
val of the regional as well as the internatio-
nal communities. It can be explained in
the following terms: India has no intention
of intervening in the internal conflicts of
a Sputh Asian country and it strongly
opposes the intervention by any counftry
in the internal aifairs of any other. India
will not tolerate extenal intervention in a
conflict situation in any South Asian coun-
try if the infervention has any implicit or
explicit anti-Indian implication. No South
Asian government must, therefore, ask for
military assistance with an anti-Indian bias
fram any country...

“If a South Asian country genuinely
needs extemal help to deal with a serious
intemal conflict situation or an intolerable
threat to a government legitimalely esta-
blished, it should ask help from a number
of neighbouring countries including India.
The exclusion of India from such a con-
tingency will be considered to be an anti-
Indian mova onthe part of the govermnmeant
concemed. An imporant aspect of the
Indian regicnal security doctring is that it
has emerged from a series of conversa-

tions between Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi, and leaders of the Oppasition. It
is, therefore, cushioned on a national
consensus”.'®!

Hemarkably, the Indian leadership did
not deny or comment on the espousal of
the doctrine nor did it contast ils frame-
work or any of its constituent elements.
What the India Doctrine had maant for Sn
Lanka was that the Tamil issue was of as
much concem to India as it was fo Sd
Lanka itself and that India would not tole-
rate any Sr Lankan forsign policy postu-
res that Mew Delhi would regard as preju-
dicial to India's security. Such an Indian
attitude angered Colombo and the Sinha-
la people and it was widely seen as an
imperious reaction to SriLanka'sinvitation
for help from countries othar than India.
But, 5r Lanka seemed to have acqguie-
sced to the Indian position. This was
evident on at least two occasions: when
Colombo agreed to receive Indian envoy
and send its own to New Delhi, and when
Fresident Jayewardene had to deny over
the phone to Mrs Gandhi the report about
his effords to enlist military help from non-
Indian sources and tell her that his country
would not need such assistance.'™ The
contextand the issue areas for exercising
India’s hegemony were clearly establi-
shed. India's attitudinal hegemony, thus,
began to fransform itself into behavioural
hegemony.

India’s rale

India’s role in Sri Lanka's ethnic crisis
was defined by the formers interesis,
concems and objectives in relation to the
latter. First, India was sympathetic to the
grivances of the Sri Lanka Tamils and it
wanted justice done lo them. It meant
India’s insistence on political setilement
of the conflict that would placate Tamil
Madu and that would facilitate return of the
Tamil refugees to Sr Lanka. Second,
India was for safeguarding S Lanka's
unity and territorial integrity, for that would
prevent setting in motion the potential
domino effect in terms of disinlegration of
India itself. Internationally also, India's
image would suffer if it were to let that
happen in a neighbouring small country.
Mew Delhi, therefore, was against Tamil
Eelam. Third, India was in favour of a
peaceful settlement which implied that
she would not endorsa Sri Lanka's desire
for a military solution. Fourth, India favou-
red a hilateral approach towards the



island's ethnic crisis in which she would
play the decisive role. This implied five
things: one, that India would not tolerate
non-Indian help to Sn Lanka, primarily
military help; two, that, if required, India
would take recourse to pressure tactics
against Sri Lanka including extending ma-
terial support to the Tamil militant groups
based in Tamil Madu and making efforts
to mebilise international public opinion by
revealing Colombo's record on human
rights viclations; three, that India would
persuada any other countries, particularly
great powers, to keep off Sri Lanka; and
four, that India would take steps to ensure
that no single Tamil group could be in &
dominant position and dictate terms to
New Delhi. And five, that India would
militarily intervene in Sr Lanka in case the
latier's own crizis management strategies
were perceived by the former to be inimi-
cal to its domestic stability and security
interests. The slrategies adopted by Co-
lombo implied three cptions, namely, the
approach to peaceful setilement, the mili-
tary aption, and the enlisting of nan-Indian
support in order to crush the Tamil insur-
gency and come out victorious in the civil
war without Indian help.

Although there were pleas from various
guarters in India for military intervention
in SriLankain the initial phase of the ethnic
crisis, she showed restraint for fear of
foreign disapproval'™ of the same and for
giving & chance to peaceful settlement
through its mediaticn between the Si
Lankan government and the TULF, the
mainstream Tamil political party. Accord-
ingly, India offered ils good coffices. Given
the national mood in India, Sri Lanka
reluctantly accepted it."™ Indira Gandhi
sent G. Parlhasarathy as her special
envoy to Si Lanka, whose task was 1o
reconcile the demands of the Tamil minori-
ty for a substantial measure of regional
autonomy with the need to preserve the
unity and territorial integrity of the island
state. He prepared a proposal, called
‘Annexure C, for consideration by an All
Parly Conference (APC) which was con-
vened in Colombo by President Jaye-
wardene in January 1884, The APC held
several sitlings throughout the year but it
did not succeed as saome of the political
parties of Sri Lanka (such as SLFP and
MER) withdrew from it and because of the
disagreement with the Tamil minority on
the unit and extent of devolution. The
proposals made by President Jayawarde-
ne pravided for coordinalion of the already
existing District Development Councils
(DDCs). Alsa, he did not spell out the
guantum of delegation of powers to these
proposed bodies.'™

India's mediation process was set
rolling again in March 1985 when Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi despatched Indian
Foraign Secretary Romesh Bhandari to
Colombo. Bhandar again came 1o S
Lanka in May and persuaded the govern-
ment to include the Tamil militant groups
who by then had become representative
of Tamil opinion as well as the TULF.
Eventually President Jayewardena met
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in Mew Dalhl
in June 1885, The summit paved the way
for the Thimpu talks of July 1585 between
the representatives of the Si Lankan
government and those of the six Tamil
groups which included TULF and the five
rebel groups, namely, LTTE, TELQ,
EFRLF, EROS and PLOTE. Bhandari
acted as mediator. But the twa rounds of
talks, hald in July and August 1985, failed
because the SriLankagovernmeant propo-
sal contained nothing new while the mili-
tants proved to be uncompromising on
thelr four cardinal demands.'® But nego-
tiations continued theraafter in Mew Delhi.

This time the Sr Lankan government
showed flexibility in that it was ready 1o
accept pravince as the unit of devalution
and to grant more powers to these unils.
The Daihi Accord, which was Initialled on
30 August between the SriLanka govern-
ment and TULF, was not supparted by
the strongest of the militant groups, the
LTTE. And it fell through by December
1985.

Noles

127, {Conid)  JA. Jayewardenahimsalf told ma when
| interviewed him i May 1201 thal he had soughl
such help. He is alsa on printed record having
admitted his desperale call in those trying diys ol
1883 Ses J.R. Jayewardana, My Cuestior Peace,
A Collaction of Speeches on Intemational Alairs,
Stamiord Press Pyt Lid, Singapore, 1888, p. 206
Sea also his inlarviaw to The Sunday Chsarver,
Colomba, 25 October 1987, Even in 1583, Foreign
Minister Shahul Hameed could not do mara than
coly a hall-denial. He respondad o 8 press que-
slion af the Defhi adrpon balore retarming ko Colo-
mio on 1 August 1983, cutting shee his stay &t
the SARC meating, by saying that “il we seek any
assistancn from the inlernational communily, rest
assured thatwe will alsa soekit from india”. Clearly,
it fall wel shar of an explicl denial of his couniry
having sought military helpfrom cthars. Tha Hinduy,
Madras, 3 August 1983,

Lok Sabha Debates, Vol XXX, No. 7, 2 August
1983, Col, 418; Times of India, Bombay, 3 August
1563,

Ibid., Ma, 10, 5 August 1883, Col, 518,
The Sialesman, New Delhi, 6 August 15983,

Bhabani Sen Gupta, The New Statesman, New
Dethi, & August 1983; for mare details sea his
“Fegonal Securty; Tha Indian Doctring”, India
Today, Mew Delhi, 31 August 1983, p. 20; Lanka
Guardien, Cofomba, 15 August 1583,
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In tha Lok Sabhe, Indira Gandhi stated: | was on
the telephone with the President of S Lanka,
oxpressang the grave concem on behalf of the
Membears of Parliament and the paopla generally
afl over India, especially the people of Tamil Nadu
and the South. | suggested o the Prasident thal
our Foresgn Menister might go to Colomba 1o meet
him, | am glad to say that he has agreed 1o this
proposal. The Foreign Minisler will leave this eve-
ning..". Lok Sabha Debates, Vol XXXIX, Moo 4,
28 July 1883, Col, 458 The official text of the
convarsation released in Colombao containad that
28 July 1983, Indira Gandhispoke to Jayewardene.
Zha asked: “Would you mind # my Foraign M-
ster, Srilarasimha Aao, ravels o S Lanka loday,
and could you have discussions with hem™? The
Sl Lankan President reglied: ©1 would walkcoma
your Forsign Minister™. Sun, Colomibo, 28 July
1283, On 5 August 1283, Mrs Gandhl said & a
stalemant afler the Lok Sabha was adjoumed thal
Presidenl Jayewardens would send a specal re-
presamtative 1o Mew Delhi wilhin a week 1o discuss
how peace could be maintained in the region and
how tha Tamd problam could be salved, See Times
of India, New Daihi, 6 A 1 1883, The Sri Lankan
President did send his oy, his brother Heclor
Jayewardens, to be Indfin capital on 11 August

1563, Earlier on, Jayewardena ig Gandhl
during his telephonic 1l will her e Was
no basis for a loceig bless report ri Lanka
had sought arms fr Eign co and that
his country did not nétd mifitary Sea Daily
Telagraph, London, Lgust 195 Indian
Exprass, New Deim.mugi.tst 19

That Indéa was son_&fa ta the & reaction
ol the Unted States dm Great Britsmih ils mdary
Intervention is evi rom P,V s Fag,
“Foreign Invohemédt in Srl Lanka", Found

Table, Mo, 308, J@ﬂf‘y 1589, pp. Ba-100.

After her talks wilh Hector Jayewardene, Mis
Gandh stated in Parllament on 12 August 1923
thal President Jayewardena had welcomed hos
ofier of good offices to heldp him find a schuion to
the Tamil problem. See Times ol Inda, Mew Dad,
13 August 1583, Thal tha Sri Lankan President
and the Sinhala people had reservabion about
India's rola in Sri Lankan alalrs was evident from
tha edilorial of an Indian daily news paper which
retored 1o gn eardier stalement of Jayewardens
by commenting: I india has no role what was his
brother daing in Mew Delhl"T For the editorial
sea, "Juniug Under Stress”, Hindustan Times, 30
August 1583

K.M. da Silva, “Tha Making of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord: The Final Phase: Juna-July 19877 in .M.
da Siva and S.W.H. de A. Samarasinghs (eds.),
Poaca Accords gnd Ethnic Conllict, Pinler Publi-
shars, Londan, 1993, po. pp. 112-117; A Sivara-
jah, “Indo-Sr Lanka Relations and Si Lanka's
Ethnic Crisis: The Tamil nadu Faclor” in Shefion
U, Kexdikara (ed.), South Asian Strateqic lssuas:
S Lankan Perspeclives, Sage Publications, New
Dieihi, 150, pp. 143-148; Partha 5. Ghosh, Coope-
ralion and Conlict in South Asia, Manohar, Neow
Dielhi, 1989, pp. 176-192.

These Tamil damands wera (1) Recognition of the
Tamils of St Lanka as a distinct natonality, (2)
riscognitbon of an kdentified Tamil homéetand and
the guarantse of its territorial inbegrity, (3) recogni-
tion of the inalienabls right of sell-datermination of
the Tamil nation.

MNEXT: MEDIATION MOVES



Relationship between Constitution and Parliament

Prof. W. A. Wiswa Warnapala

have been asked to speak on

the nature of the relationship between
the Constitution and Parliament, It Is an
inherent constitutional relationship which
needs to be examined from the point of
view of the philosophy of the architacts
of the Presidantial Model of Government.
These architects, primarily, J.R. Jayewar-
dene, was guided by the need to establish
a system of government weighted heavily
in favour of the Executive. They were
determined to change the Westminister
model of Government or Prime Ministerial
Executive mode which we successiully
worked since independence, and they,
with such arguments as polilical stability,
strong executive power, and accelerated
economic development, wanted Amer-
cian Presidential Model. In the end, what
the UNP devised as the system of Presi-
dential Governmentwas a mixture of both
the American and the French Model. The
famous Gaullist concept of Exscutive
power — power concentrated in the hand
of an elected President— was incorpora-
ted into the Constitution, and the con-
centration of powerin the hands of a popu-
larly elected President, whose power
base is the national electorate, naturally
brought about a massive decline in the
Island’s legislature,

We know that tasks of legislatures
change with the times. If a Government
is [0 rule effectively, and since it cannaot
depend upon force, it must mokilise con-
sent of the governed for the purpose of
good government. This is a new necessity
in government and the British experience
in recent imes illustrate the need to maohi-
lize popular consent through an elecled
legislature. But many critics of modern
legisiatures thought that the legislatures
have been ineffeclive, in particular, in
meeting the challenges of the economy.
Walter Bagheot, wriling on the relations
between the executive and legislature,
staled that the House of Commons lives
in a state of perpetual potential cheice.
This, in my view, was some kind of inher-
ent instability within the Anglo-Saxon
Pariamentary model about which the

A text of a speech delivered
by Deputy Minisler of Higher
Education at the Seminar for
Members of Parlinment held at
the Parliamentary Complex in
July-1945,

authors of the 1978 Constitution were
concemed when they intended to davise
a system weighled totally in favour of the
Executiva.

The strengthening of the Executive
againsl the legislature has been a general
development in modem government. In
the U5, since the New Deal, Presidency
has considerably shifled \he balance af
power in its favour and against the Con-
gress, In a party system which is very fluid
in its nature and which lacks cohesion,
this kind of thing is possible. Let me quote
a relavant passage from Samuel Beer,
who stated that, “Presently, Government
and Legislature generally flourished dur-
ing that great abniormal century of peace
that stretched from tha battle of Waterloo
to the first battle of Marne. These present
decades of warand cold war are inavitably
an age of the executive"”,

Do you see some important relevance
there? — the relevance of a strang exscu-
tive power,

The powers of the Executive have been
expanded by defence activities, economic
and social policy — the intervention of the
Stale in welfare — these activities give
additional power to the Executive,

My intention here is not to praise these
developments butto say that such develo-
pments necessitated a sirong Executive,
andin the context of this development, the
legislature, in the case of Sii Lanka, the
Pariament, probably lost its central place
in the govemmental system. It was a
massive deviation from the traditions of
govemnment we inherited since 1931, The
decline of Sri Lankan legislature is deeply
rooted in the new constitutional structure
which came into existence in 1978,

According to the 1978 Conslitution —
In my view, it was a Constitution imposed
an the people — sovereignty includes the
powers of Govt. fundamental rights and
the practices, and the legislalive powar is
to be exercised by pardiament and by the
people at a referendum. The general view
today is thal sovereignty cannol be exerci-
sed directly through people; it needs to
be exercised through a supereme instru-
ment like that of a legislature. Legislaturs,
in the context of the 1878 Constilution, did
not become the supreme instrumant of
State power. The ultimate power is to be
shared and it was this duality of power
which disturbed the entire structure of
govamment in Sn Lanka in the last
decade.

The electorate remains the source of
power for both these institutions. A provi-
sion has been made to resolve a conflict
between Pariament and President butthe
latter is cerain o win because of the
power of dissolution resides with him.
President can control Pariament and the
legislative process through a varety of
devices. He creales the Cabinet, choose
its personnel, determine its size and allg-
cates subjects — these are sources of
power through which he can control
Farliament. He can appoint and dismiss
Ministers and Deputy Ministers. Allorgina-
te in the Cabinel and president's consent
is necessary for anything which comes
within the Cabinst. In this system, the
central initiating and energising ele-
ment is the President who can frustrate
and supersede Parliameantin the exercise
of its legislative power. The legisiative
power, though It enjoys, is usurped to a
great extent by the President. This means
that the Presidential sector remains all
powerful within the sysiem. The rale of
Farliament — tradilional roles such as
checking, eriticising and controlling
elements remain powerless. It has this
role —the mast ancient function of parlia-
ment in initiating and conlroliing the Exe-
culive — which has been given a secon-
dary place in the presant structure. The
assential function of Parliament is o legis-



late, to. make laws in a fundamental
sense to lay down the rules along which
the country will be govemed. According
to the existing pattern of government,
Parliamentis not the chief law maker. Tha
inititative in legislation is exercised by the
Executiva.

In the Sri Lankan case, the Presidant,
vested with Executive power, has been
made superior to Pariament which, in
effect, remains devalued, The President,
according to the Constitution, is not
accountable to Pardiament, and the con-
ventional forms of Padiamentary contral
cannol be applied because he is not a
Member of Padiament. The right of audi-
ence is restricted to lew appearances.

The President is iremovable. Though
the power has been given to Parliament
to remove him through an impeachment
maotion, itis a process so complicated that
we once witnessed the nature of the
procedure. |n the end, it was President
who triumphantly took control of Parlia-
ment. Parliament and President entered
intoa grant compromise and frustrated the
electorate. It was our experience that the
procedure relating to the removal of the
President, if enacted and failed, would
cerlainly weaken the structure of govern-
ment. The post-impeachment political
siluation in this country, weakened tha
entire system of government in this coun-
try and created a ceriain degree of political
uncertainity in the country.

According to the Constitution, referen-
dum is a part of the legislative powar, It
i5 38 new innovation in our constituticnal
system. It is the Cahinet which decide
whether a bill iz to be placed before the
peaple atareferendum, and the President
will submit it to the people. Accaording to
Article 85(2), President uses his direction
to place before the people a bill rejected
by the Pariament. This weakens the
Farliament and President can appeal to
the peopla by-passing Parliament. Refe-
rendum procedure is not confined to bills;
the President ecan submit any mattar of
national importance for & verdict by the
pecple. This is a limitation on the powers
of Parliamant. When political complexion
of the House changes as in August 1994,

President, if he wanls, can use the
referendum to weaken and by-pass
Parliament,

Parliament's powers, in relation to
Fublic Security, are yet ancther aspect.

The Constitution of 1978 brought in a
number of changes in relation of Public
Securily. The Presiden! proclaims an
emargency on his own responsibility. One
progressive featurs is that Parliament is
given a voice in the formalization of emer-
gency regulations. It has the power of
over-riding or suspending these regula-
tions. This is a very salutary feature. To-
day Pariament enjoys maore controlling

and military excesses and similar things
could be avoided.

Farliament has to acquire some control
overthe administration. There are number
of inslitutions entrusted with this responsi-
bility. One major institution is the Parlia-
mentary Commissioner for Administra-
tion. Thisis a novelinstitutionincorporated
inlo constitution and it has still to prove
its effectiveness as an institution engaged
in administrative control. There are the
other important institutions such as the
PAC, the Commissioner of Elections,
Auditor General — all engaged in main-
taining administrative effectiveness of the
public administration sector.

Alone, and in shocle

See you cry rapt

Waiting — 13

Time Track

The way these years have gone

I cannot touch again their flesh and blood
Their texture is dry tapestry

And just where I crave them

They are blirrred and torm

With Times deceit the years are stolen
Their substance I cannot sense again
Beyond the sudden flare

Of tumnult and torment in the minds frame.

In this hazed scene your jet black hair

Swings to your hips as you sway

With the consuming love of baby at your breast
To your siweet toned lay

Such times, I've seen

Your eyes grow large and lurk

Like space ships homing from the Milky Way
Shoot rays that calm and do not weave
Exploding patterns on my tense minds screen

Can I once more shatter
This calm gaze and icon smile

Al the edge of our own Planeis bliss
At full phase of Woman?

U. Karunatilake




Modus Operandi, Lunatic Fringe and the
“Union of Regions™

Kamalika Pieris

he first that some of us gol to

know of the 'package’ was when Reuters
provided a news item about a ‘union of
regions', Which was mooted abroad. ‘Prava-
da’ in it's August 1855 issue confirmed hat
the ‘package’ remained a closely guarded
sccret until the last week of July when the
Colombo press published an unauthorised
version. {p 5) Thus pre-empled, the ‘devalu-
lion proposals® were officially presented to
the country in a Fresidenfial address and
subsequently in printed form. Though descri-
bed as 'some thoughts of the President’ and
still later as a 'green paper the tone of the
proposals resembled that of athrone speech.
The preamble fo the proposals, giving the
principles on which it is based, makes fhe
communal basis of the proposals quite clear.
The preamble refers lo the unspecified bul
neverthaless 'genuine grievances’ of the
Tamil people. Grievances of the othar ethnic
graups are not mentioned.

Despite the wish for a change of govem-
ment, the eleclorate gave the Peoples Allian-
ce a vary slender majority. It may be that the
vater did not quite trust an untested coalition
confaining & number of small parlies and
vidually all of the ethnic minorty parties.
Sponsored by the weakest post-indepen-
dance govemment ihis country has yet
known, and accompanied by a list of un-kept
promises, these proposals have provided an
incredulous nation with the curious spectacle
of a duly elected government preparing o
divida up its territory into a set of uncalled
for ‘regions’.

The Sri Lankan Tamils take the position
that they are an indigenous group of some
antiquity in Sri Lanka. Thay argue that the
Kingdom of Jafina which was taken aver by
tha Porfugese in 1618 was an independant
kingdom and that, on the departure of the
British in 1948, thay should have been re-
cognised as an independant entity, free lo
decide their own faorm of govemment. They
now ask for recognition of the Tamil commi-
nity as a distinct nationality, recognition of
the Tamil populated areas as the homeland
of the Tamils, and the right of self detammina-
tion where sovereignity is concemed. Ne-
gotiations for Regional Councils, District
Councils and Provincial Councils could be
interpreted as mavesin this direction. lf could
also be argued that language and culture
have been used as means towards an and
and not the other way round. The Federal
Party concept of autonomy as expressad in
Tamil could mean, we are tald, armything from
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regional autonomy fo a separale slate.
Monographs on ethnic politics in Sri Lanka
provide detailed accounls of the various
attempts fo oblzain a separate state by legisla-
tive means. For example, a model Conslilu-
tion for the Federal Republic of Ceylon was
submitted to the Constituent Assembly by the
Federal Party in 1970. As a result, KM, da
Silva has described the Tamils as a "minarity
with & majority complex™ and S.J. Tambiah
has described them as a ‘minority with a
parity claim’.

The rghts of the minority Tamils have
been supporied by three other groups, of
which two are themselves minorities within
thair own spheres. These are the Mamisis
or Lefiists, the Christians and the Human
Rights activists. As a supporting cast for he
acceptance of the 'devolution proposals’ they
do not appear to be effective, but their sup-
port for the righls of minarities is important
in any academic analysis of the issue.

The Marxists have always taken a very
daclrinaire approach towards minority rights.
Al one time, Marxist theorsts In Europa
asked for cultural autonomy for seperale
linguistic and ethnic nationalities within each
country, Marxsts are committed to a secular
state, view ‘nationalism’ as a bourgeois con-
cept and consider themselves above com-
munalism. Wiswa Wamapala, in his waork
'Ethnic strife and politics in S Lanka' states
that the United Socialists Alliance, a combi-
nation of Sri Lankan Marxist parties stated
in their programme that the 'people resident
in different areas of the country, including
those in which the mincrities live in substan-
tial numbers should be provided with oppor-
tunities to manage their own affairs autono-
mously’. (p 85) Mardsis lake the position that
onca the utopian socialist slate is achieved,
the wertical divisions of race and religion
would automatically disappear. However, as
Wiswa Warnapala has remarked ‘Buddhism
and Sinhala cullure still provide the basis for
political behaviour despite nearly 50 years
of Marxist propaganda amangst the people’
(p 10).

Ofthe Christians in 3r Lanka, the majority
are Homan Cathalics. The rest ara divided
batwesn the various Protestant denomina-
tions and a number of evangelistic churches.
According to the last Census, in 1981, the
breakdown of the Christian population, (all
denominations) is: Sinhalese 6.5%, Tamils
16.7% and Indian Tamils 7.6%. A wave of
proselytising has also been alleged recently.
These stalislics indicate that there are maore

Christians among the Tamils than among the
Sinhalese, A certain antagonism 1o Bud-
dhism coloured the Christianideclogy during
colonial times. Also one of the chief grouses
during the ‘Buddhist revival' was the privile-
ged position given to Christians in business,
prafessions and the public services. Il could
be argued that some of the residual altiludes
resulting from these rifts could still be there.
Thereis alsa the simple factthatthe Chrstian
religion emphasises a sense of fralemily
among its adherents. However, faced with
the possibility of supporting ethnic and reli-
gious quasl states, through the ‘union of
regions' il is possible that some rethinking
may arise amang ihe flocks, and fault lines
may start lo ocour,

There are varous ways in which the ethnic
issue could be handled. One could give inlo
it, orit could be managed and contained. The
guestion of assimilation bears mention.
There has been a history of continuous Soth
Indian migration into S Lanka, and itis held
that several of these migraling groups have
got assimilated into the majority community,
A non-controversial example that could be
offeredis the assimllation of the descendants
of the Nayakkar relalives and retinue, into
traditional Kandyan society, It should alse ba
pointed out that quite a few of those repre-
senling the Tamil separatist cause, now
appear on TV pleading their cause for a
separata linguistic state, in faultless Sinhala.

Where countries are deeply divided inlo
distinct religious, sthnic or regional seg-
ments, the concepl of ‘consociational dema-
cracy' as opposed to majority-rula demo-
cracy has been suggested. This could
consist of segmental autonomy or a grand
ethnic coalition. There could be deliberata
minority over-representation, too. Howaver
it is held that ‘consociational democracy’ can
be effective only in the absence of a majonty
segment and wide socic-economic inequali-
ties. Lijphart's views en this, as given in
‘Oxford Companion to palitics of the world!
is slightly contradiclory thereafter. This con-
cept is considered suitable for societies that
wera traditionally regarded as ill suited for
democrafic govemnment, but it sfill needs
pre-existing fraditions of consensus and a
unity above segmental loyalties.

Jayadeva Uyangoda's 1933 SW.R.D.
Bandaranaike Memorial Lecture was on the
applicability of consociational government to
Sri Lanka. He points out that the agree-
ments so far discussed by governments,
such as the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayagam



Pact were never grand elhnic coaliions of
the consociational sort. He takes the position
thal we need 'positive intellectual myths' in
order to achieve some success in handling
the ethnic issue, and wishes 1o argue for a
moral and normative basis for a consociatio-
nal pact based on ethnicfalmess and justice.
A detailed exposition of his views could be
found in ‘Thatched Palio® Sept/Oct 1933
which reproduces this talk.

However there is no indication what so
ever of coaliions committed to accomoeda-
tion within & unitary framework. It is possible
la argue, when looking at the ethnic negaiia-
tions over the years, that the overwhelming
lendency has been to work towards separa-
tion. It could also therefore be argued that
the position taken by the Tamil community
effectively precludes any attempl at accomo-
dation within majortarian rule. Interastingly,
however, S.J. Tambiah, in his ‘Sn Lanka,
ethnic fratricide and the dismantling of demo-
cracy’ suggests a plural state, with regional
autenamy but with a strong centre. He sug-
gests that Tamils should renounce ‘separa-
tism’ and states that the Tamils should reali-
slically accept that Sinhala is the only viable
language for much of the country's admini-
stration and that ‘majority government of the
Sinhala people in Sii Lanka is a fact of lifa'.
Howevar he also suggests thal the slale
should be secular and not biased towards
Buddhism (p 122-125),

The Tamil separatist cause s now lurching
towards the lunatic fringa. The first evidence
of this was the laughter which greeled the
announcament of the 'union of regions'. One
justification for this union was that the country
was ‘rent asunder’ with the LTTE running a
separale govemnment in the Morih. Apart
from the gross exaggeration indicatedin this
view, there is also the fact that the first duty
of an elected govemment is to ensure that
itswrit runs throughout s territory.

There is a specified sequence through
which this package musl proceed, starting
with a Parliamentary Select Committee and
endingwith anational referendum. Howeaver,
the government has already launched a pro-
gramme o 'sell’ the ‘package’, thus inverting
the sequence. The first phase of selling the
package, initself a novel activity for amodemn
democracy — was not too successiul. The
palace advisers and the trusied opinion lea-
ders were nol effective. The advocacy of the
'‘package’ appeared weak and evasive. Spo-
kesmen favoured a ‘try it and see' approach,
promptly dubbed 'rosy optimism' by oppo-
nents. Counterpoint wishing to be helpful
suggested that ‘a popular film star or sporis
personality, a housewife or student, have
greater credibility and persuasiveness in
attracting mass support for power sharing,
specially on the electronic media, than a
tedious excess of university professors ar
paliticians' (June, 1935 p 17).

The ‘package’ is presented as a modem
version of local government, or as an inno-
cant form of decentralisalion. It is, of course,
neither, and by the time the voter finds this
out, it will be too late. One angle used to
persuade is to cile the varous ideas for
decentralisation put forward by heads of
stale or would-be heads of slate, such as
5.W.R.D. Bandaranaike and Gamini Dissa-
nayake. Thase hawever are views of indivi-
dual politicians, who are obliged to ensure
a stable power base. Thare is no evidence
that such ideas, catering 1o fissiparous len-
dencies, were ever supporied by alected
govemments. Also there is no examinalion
of the situalion as il stands. Regional Coun-
cils are advocated without looking at the
Provincial Councils as they stand today, With
the exception of Wayamba, these Coundls
are some what of amess. They are genarally
broke, the Councillors are fighting, and even
the Municipalities and Urban Councils do not
come under them, Tha North-East Council,
it should not be forgotlen, even thed o
socede.

The anly brilliant strake in all this, is the
skilful exploitation of the volers growing
disenchantment with the excessive authori-
tarianism that came up under Presidential
rule. The correct solution to this is reform at
the Centre, notdecentralisation which is pure
adminstration. But decentralisation is advo-
cated, and the word 'devolution’ is used fo
introduce a set of proposals, which in effect
are proposals for partition.

The Sri Lankan voteris notusad to thinking
over much aboul the intricacies of govem-
ment, In between elections, he merely
looks to the cenire for 'deliverance’. He is
now subject to some sort of mildly comic
political ‘rite of passage’ and in this sense,
the announcement of the 'union of reglons’
could be termed the coming of age of post-
independance palitics in Sri Lanka. The voler
is treated o an assortment of terms relating
to poliies. They include: muli-ethnic state,
plural state, soversign state, quasi state,
independant slale, separate state, unitary
state, and — unitad slales.

Fedearalism, it is reluctantly admitted is the
joining together of states, but we are assured
that federalism in reverse will work just as
well, Olher academics are now engaged in
peinting oul the dangers of such changes.
Lastly, the Sri Lankan voler is now confron-
ted with the constitutional histaries of an cdd
assortment of countries, Lel us lock at just
two of a series of unfortunate examples.
Malaysia has a single officdal language. Ma-
lay, a single officlal religion, Islam and a strict
Bhumiputhra palicy, despite a sizeable
Indian population, including those from Si
Lanka. The differmmece in size between ndia,
USA, Australia and finy little Si Lanka is
happily ignored. The 21st century may possi-
bly sea the balkanization of India. The signs

are there in the rise of regional paries and
the decline of the Congress Party. Alsowhen
the Indian Union was considered, Tamilnadu
expressed a wish to secede and a clause
was promptly introduced into the Constitu-
fion to discourage any such thing.

One of the inacceptable features of the
separatist view was that it claimad as their
‘homeland’ two provinces, demarcated for
adminstrative purposﬁ'b}rthe British. PV.D.
Femanda, in tha'l’.} Mews' of Seplembar
22, suggesis th e retreat into history
should be in tergs of the fnLIuwlng conven-

tions: the Mallup conve which ceded
the Kingdum@ Jaﬂna e Porugese,
the Malwang: convenli ich gave the

ortugesa and the
hich left tha K&n-

s anajys:s e whofe
Hrabiice comes under the

Avan Kingdom, and the
resulting Tamil state would consist only of

the Jafina peninsula and its environs.

Seclion (g) of the preamble to the Devolu-
tion Proposals state: ‘to protect the identity
of distincl communities and create conditions
forthe promation of that identity, including the
right to enjoy their own culture, profess and
practise their own religion, and nuriure and
promote their own language, and to transact
business with the state in the national lan-
guage of their chaice’. Are we serjously
expected to belisve that the conditions for
this do not exist at present?

Section (d) refers to giving recognition and
equality of stalus to Sinhala and Tamil as
official languages. English is recognized
merely asthe ‘linklanguage’, Doesthis mean
that the Sinhalese and Tamils are not ex-
pecled 10 speak to each other in thelr indi-
genous languages and does this also mean
that all translations move from Sinhala to
English to Tamil and vice versa.

The Tamil separatist parties have used for
their purpose Arlicla 1 of the UM Intermational
convenant on economic, social and cultural
rights of 1966. This is repeated as Article 1
of the UM International convenent on civil
and political rights of 1966. This states: “All
peoples have the right of sell-delermination.
By virtue of that right they freely delermine
their political status and freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development”.
However there are restraints on the free
interpreta on of this clause. The sovereignity
of a state is a stalus recognised and pro-
tected by intemational law, to start with, The
United Mafion, Special Committee on this
subject, categorically stated that the principle
of self determination under Adicle 1 was
applicable only to peoples under colonial
rule. General Assembly Resolution 1514
{%V) stressed that this principle could nat be
invoked 1o justity the disruption of national
unity and lerritorial integrity of sovereign
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states. (Wiswa Wamapala p 85-86). Thare
is also the rather interesting fact that Aricle
1 equally applies lo the Sinhalese and Mus-
lims, if it applies o us at all, and they could
use this to re-affirm the existing position, The
Muslim Sinhala communities never asked for
any radical change. The Muslims rasisted
absarption inta the Tamil group, since for
them, the unifying factor is 1slam. [f we add
a possible 69% of Buddhists to a possible
maximum of 7% Muslims, we get about 76%
who may opt for the confinuation of the
present nation state, undivided. Numbers
become imporiant and it is neccessary to
recognise the controlling position now held
by the Muslim minarity.

Thera is a superabundance of anthropolo-
gical inquiry inta the ethnic issue. Anthropo-
logy always had difficulty in incorparating the
economic dimension, and in its present in-
camation, itis lcoking into the palitics, history
and cultura of modern sociaties in an imagi-
nafive manner. It now appears to have faw,
if any parameters and accomaodales a consi-
derable element of fantasy in its analytical
method. The academic limitations of thesa
studies are easily visible — lack of tamiliarity
with the literature and the depth of the field
waork, Many of these studies are re-hashes
of known material, enlivened by unfamiliar
interpretations, and the occasional hawler.
Therafore its impact on ethnic studies in Sd
Lanka should be viewed with caution —
specially those of the foreign anthropalogist,
new to S Lanka.

Here is anthropology at work on ethnic
tensions. Bruce Kaplerer has sought to de-
monstrate how a poweariul ‘cosmology’ ..
embedded not only in the Sinhalese chroni-
cle tradition but alsoin their current exorcism
ritual powerfully shapes and directs Sinhale-
se nationalism in the recent ethnic conflict:
Kaplerer's imaginative thesisis that Sinhale-
se Buddhist notions of destructive violenca
are encapsulatedinthe idea ol the "'demanic’.
The demonic signifies the divisive and frag-
menting processes that ordered Buddhist
society as higrarchy seeks to encompass
and integrale. The Sinhzlese sea the Tamil
movement for a separale slate as an instan-
ce of demonic fragmentation and the violen-
ce of the riots as an act of ‘powerful rehierar-
chization' | have abstracted this from S.J
Tambiah's 'Buddhism betrayed' F2.

Here is David Scott: "Because what this
conceplualization polentially  brings inlo
focus is not the libaral-nationalist preblema-
tic of the rational and the irrational or the
strong and the weak but a problematic of
farmations and transformations of the polit-
cal rationality that defines institutional and
conceptual space” (Thatched patio’ July
1934 p 15). It is difficult to know what the
wriler maans.

Lastly, lookatpage 13 of Steven Kemper's
‘The presence of the past. chronicles, politics
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and culture in Sinhala life'. Before you can
recover fram ane startling sentence, you are
hit with another. Al the start of the page we
have:

& sheerly demographic and geographical
fact about S Lanka as a place encourages
histarical thinking."

Followed by:

"The ethnic categories that marked the
action recorded in the firsl compilation of the
Mahavamsa are today's ethnic categories...”

Further down:

“It is also essential to recognise the differ-
ences between what the very categories
Sinhala and Tamil meant in the past as
contrasted with their present usage..”

Lastly;

"Many Sri Lankans have made their living
throughout the island’s past not by growing
rice but by slash-and-bum agriculture, gar-
dening, fishing and doing business." If we
transpose the phrasas in this senlence, we
get: Throughout the Island's past, many S
Lankans made their living doing business.

On page 16 he tells us “The unification
of the island, enacted by the Buddha on his
first visit to the island and later achieved by
Vijaya, was brought to its full realization with
the consecration so the 250 years BCE of
Devanampiyalissa as the firsl Buddhist king
of the island." On page 175 he comparas
a UNP Minister of Culture (Hurulle) ta King
Dhammasoka, whom he refers {o as "Asoka".
Elsewhere he staled that the Christians feit
left out of the Mahavamsa.

Unless there is some change in research
of this sort, these studies will only help to
push the elthnic issus even furthur towards
the lunafic fringe.

When the elhnic issue pulls itseli away
fram the lunatic fringe and comes closer to
reality, it meets, face-to-face — the Sinhala
Buddhisl. Whalever the genesis of this parti-
cular category may be, the fact remains that
there is now & clear slalistical category of
Sinhala Buddhists, as determined through
the vital statistics of the country. Religion and
race are two elementsin ourbirth cerificatas.
During the early part of the 20th cenlury, the
Sinhala Buddhist may have been suscepli-
ble to ridicule, since he did not set much
apporunity of studying either Buddhism or
Sinhala before he went to the rescue of both.
The posilion now is very different. The pre-
sent day Sinhala Buddhists are no longer a
migjority with & minority complex. They are
a majority with a majority complex.

The speed with which tha intelligentsia,
specially the profassionals, responded 1o the
‘union of regions' indicated the degree of
walchfulness as regards the elhnic situation.

They came armed with dossiers containing
manifestos articulated in the 1940's. |t would
appear that year of dealing with the separa-
fist issue had sharpened their wits. There is
little doubt that the issue is confrontational
on both sides. The Tamil |anguage was
recognised and given official slatus only after
Sinhala had established itself, The District
Development Councils and the Provincial
Councils, when they did materialise, were
firmly tethered to the centre.

Criticism of the Sinhala Buddhist as the
primary cause of ethnic tension has led, in
tum to an academic examination of the rola
of amodern Buddhiststale. The International
Centre for Elhnic Studies held a seminar on
‘Buddhist societies in slahbility and crisis’.
Other academic studies looked at the rala-
lionship between Buddhism and wviclence
and atthe political role ofthe Sangha. Acade-
mic studies of the palitical role of the Sangha
look back to the 1940's, the rise of the
Vidyalankara priests and the pubfication of
the Rev Walpaola Rahula's 'Bhikshuvakage
Urumaya", Ananda Wickremaratne's ‘Bud-
dhism and ethnicity in Sri Lanka' has focused
on the identity of the Sinhalese as perceived
by themsealves and nat as a construct. K.N.O.
Dharmadasa, in his Study *Language, reli-
gion and ethnic asseriveness’ saw the exis-
tence of along standing literary tradition, and
the almost confinuous concem for main-
tatining records of events, such asthe vamsa
tradition of lineage or historical writing, as
a special distinguishing feature of the Sinha-
lese. (p 3)

There has been little or no work done on
the modificaton of popular attitudes. There
has been the occasional bashing. The
English press recently carried quernes in their
correspondence columns as ta whether the
Buddha had really visited Sr Lanka and
whether the Tooth Helic had been vetted by
a panel of dentists, But on' the whaole, the
average Sinhala Buddhist remains blissfully
unaware of the attempis to rewark some of
his mosl cherished beliefs.

However one interesting aspect of all this,
is that ethnic studies had led to a substantial
re-examination of our historicgraphy interms
of ethnic bias. Two weaknesses in this
approach can be spotied at once. Firstly, the
inapproprialenass of assumingthe existence
of ‘ethnic’ groups in the eary period of our
history. Secondly, the possibility that those
who are anxious to correct ethnic bias may
themselves be viclims of a reverse ethnic
bias. One drawback here, is the total abse-
nce of any sociological study Into the concept
of ‘race’ ‘ideclogy’ or ‘nationalism’' as it
applies o S Lanka. Apart from Mewlan
Gunasinghe, | cannot find any Sri Lankan
sociologists at work on Lhis subject.

The ‘revisionist' historians as they are
called, subscribe to a graater flexibility in the
interpretation of our history. There is talk of



a mulliplex hislory as against a simplex
history. B.A.LH. Gunawardana in 'Historio-
graphy in a time of ethnic conflict’ statas that
the construction of the past by researchers
working under conditions of heightened
gthnic consciousness' could help 1o give
voice not only 1o the minorities, but also to
underpriviledged majority groups whose
activities tend to be ignored in overly stale-
centred constructions of the pasl represen-
ting hegemonic discourses. however, this is
a task that has to be undertaken with care
and a sensitivity to the possible prevalence
of not one but multiple 'subaltern’ or non-he-
gemonic discourses, (p 80) 5.J. Tambiah
states ‘|'would want as a Sri Lankan and an
anthropalogist to be committed not overly
to the deterministic and near-primordialist
straitjacket of a single past but to the promi-
sing presence of many pasts, multiple prece-
dants and an open-ended future negotiated
and created by historic agents who are aliva
to the possibiliies of voluntaric action’,
(‘Buddhism betrayed' p 170)

Much of this re-examination deals with the
anxieties of the separalist cause, and these
in turn deal with the preponderant Sinhala
Buddhist slant in our historography. Thare
is considerable examination of the Sinhala
Buddhist resurgence of the 19th and 20th
cenlturies, the political role of the Sangha the
‘colonisation myths' such as the arrival of
Vijaya and the Sinhala-Tamil cenilicts such
as that symbolisedin the Dutugemunu-Elara
contest. Kemper's work, cited earlier, deals
almost exclusively with these precccupa-
tions, viz, chronicle keeping (Mahavamsa),
maintaining sacred place {such as Seruwila)
and venerating heroes (such as Dutugemu-
nu). One subseclion is fitled ‘Restoring
sacred places amid the palitics of ethnicity®
wilh special reference to Seruvila, (p 143)

However, all this has not led o parrallel
histaries, rival schools of thoughl or even a
spasmodic counter history. The mast that
could be found is that those espousing the
Tamil separatist cause slightly exaggerale
the extent and power of the Kingdom of
Jalina, There is a similar over emphasis of
the role played by the Nayakkar kings of
Kandy, whan in fact the main characlenstic
af their rule was that they were careful not
to disturb the existing traditions.

At the micro level there has been some
exploration of the relationship between class
and race. Kuman Jayawardene in ‘Ethnic
and class confiicts in Sri Lanka' 4th printing,
1980 provides excellent documentation of
politically orented ethnic activity in the
1930's. She looks at the labour movements
of the 1930's and thereafier and concluded
that race fook precedennce over class, parti-
cularly in times of econamic unrest. It is not
difiicull to explain this. The Marxist concept
of ‘'class’ is essentially a construct, not an
empirical entity. As an empirical entify, la-

bour movements make sense primarily in the
tripariite arrangement of capital, manage-
ment and warker in industrial organisation.
Lastly, the possibility of our miniscule indus-
trial proletariat acting as the agent of radical
social change is too impractical and idealis-
tic. Jayawardene also draws attention to the
fact that the prevalent Marxist-Leninist ana-
lysis of nationalily, ideclogy are now inade-
quate. This approach is imporant in the
reformulation of socialist concepts in the
future and therefore should not be dismissed
as a peripheral discussion relating to ethnic
sludies.

The idea of a 2000 year old nafion slate
of Sinhala Buddhists is largely a popular
notion, and its proper place s In popular
culture, The only academic work which looks
at this dimension is Jonalhan Spencer’s
collection of studies under the tille 'Sri Lanka
history and the roots of canilict. Of the 12
contibutors to this work, 8 are anthropolo-
gists of whom only 1 is a Sri Lankan. This
work provides studies on popular percep-
tiens of ethnicity in Sinhala and Tamil villa-
ges, Howevar the only direct examination of
popular beliefs is in Serena Tennakoon's
‘Mewspaper nationalism: Sinhala identity as
historical discourse'. She has analysed 3
Divaina debates relating o ethnicity in Sri
Lanka, 2 of which were based on elhnic
studies prepared by a group of left-wing
intellectuals. The newspaper readars have
reacted strongly against any attempt to
‘dilute’ the Sinhala Buddhist culture.

Spencer has remarked that the investiga-
tion of the history of ethnic identity has barely
begun. (p 8) The most significant contribution
of ethnic studies lies in this area — or more
specifically on the greater attention now paid
lo the history and development of the major
communities of the country. The studies that
have resulled with reference to the Muslim
community, the Moors and the Malays, are
largaly ethnological. But the studies on the
Tamil community is directed towards tracing
the history of this group as either distingt,
parrallel orintertwined, Theideaisioindicate
that there has been a stonger Tamil
presence in our mainstream hislory than is
realised.

Thus, R.A.LH. Gunawardana has pointed
out that historans had noted instances of
South Indian infiuence on the languages of
early Sri Lankan inscriptions. (p 17) Also that
during the period of Chola rule, official docu-
ments were being issuedin the Tamil langua-
ge for the first ime in the island. (p 57)
Hellman-Rajanayagam haswritten on Tamil
histaries.

The Sinhala ethnic group has not been
neglected in this examination. B.A.L.H. Gu-
nawardana fakes the view that in ancient
times the Sinhala Identity was associated
primarily with the dynasty which ruled Anura-

dhapura, and that the creation of a Sinhala
Buddhist identity was a development of the
colonial and post-colonial epochs. (p 25, 60)
This immediately leads on to the need to
study how this identity extended to cover
74% of the island's population, today.
Studies of the sort discussed above will do
absolutely nothing for ethnic tensions, butwill
amplify our knowledae of the early period of
the country’s history.

The ethnic issue has now reached ils
apogee. It has peaked. From additional stri-
pes on the flag it has graduated to a ‘union
of regions’ described by 8 wag as & 'union
of 9 soversign states'. The charge of misma-
nagement of the ethnic issue has been made
by practically everybody. However, wrilers
on ethnic issues have also pointed out that
there has been some degree of openness
and lo grance, It has been suggesit at the
popular level that one index of #tcomoda-
tiveness is that the Tamil copfmunity have
been allowed to repeate LUt forward their
extremist claims and st i

pecple in Sh La II'-; 3

Was announ Ere Was 8 puliees ble pre-
scence of | inorities plafErious com-
mitteas a ere werg gy references to

dignitanies who had n'@n- on, particularly
memorial talks. Furthethe Tamils of Sn
Lanka enjoy an amplitude of linguistic rights
which Tamils living elsewhere do not have.
In Tamilnadu, Tamil is only a regional lan-
guage. The sole national language in India
is Hindi (Wickremaratne p 61-62).

The concept 'soft slate’ has been used by
Myrdal to describe states where the govem-
ment is unable to enforce its policies on the
citizens. It is clearly evident that the ethnic
issue in Sr Lanka should alzo be evalualed
in terms of manipulation of a ‘soft stale”. The
last aspect which remains o be discussed
are the economic implications. There is in
the ‘union of regions’ a disturbing emphasis
on parachialism, which in Sri Lanka means
factionalism as well. It should be remembe-
red that Sri Lanka is going into the 21 century
carrying wilh it a backward peasantry and
an obsolele plantation economy. The plania-
tion worker and the peasant would like io
excape from thesa sactors into secure whits
collar positions. Falling anything else they
would llke to be graduate leachers in gove-
mment schools. In addition, there is litie
public discussion as to the best way oflinking
with the changing giobal economy. Perhaps
emphasis on the 'knowledge industries’ may
free us from the need fo go inlo capiial
intensive projects. What is needad now is
some guidance in terms of ‘small island
economies” and the place of small islands
in the 21 cenlury scheme of things, The
ethnic issue will then fall into place and the
separalist claim may ride itsalf out.
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WOMEN

The crisis of silence

Benazir Bhutto

akistan is grateful to the Govemn-
ment and the pecple of China for
hosting this Conferenca.

| pay a spacial fribute to the Secretary
General of lhe Uniled Nations and Mrs,
Gertrude Mongella, the Secretary Gene-
ral of the Confarence for their tireless
efforts in organizing this maating.

There is a moral crisis engulfing the
warld as we speak, a erisis of injustice
and inaction, a crisis of sillence and
acuigscence.

The crisis is caused by centuries and
generations of oppression and repres-
sion.

This conference, therefore, transcends
palitics and economics. We are dealing
with a fundamental moral issue.

This is a truly historic occasion. Some
40,000 women have assembled here to
demand their rights; to secure a better
fulure for their daughters; to put an end
to the prejudices which still deny so many
of us aur rightful place in sociely,

(On this solemn occasion | stand befare
you not only as a Prime Minister but as
awomanand a mother—A woman proud
of her cultural and religious heritage, a
waoman sensitive to the obstacles to justi-
ce and full paricipation that still stand
before wemen in almost every society an
earth.

As the first woman ever elected to head
an |slamic naticn, | feel a special responsi-
Bility towards women's issues and to-
wards all women,

And as a Muslim woman, | feel a special
responsibility to counter the propaganda
of a handful that Islam gives women a
sacond class status,

Thisis not true. Today the Muslim world
boasts three women Prime Ministers,
elected by male and famale voters on our
abilities as people, as persons, not as
wWomen.

Our election has destroyed the myth
built by social taboo that a woman's place
is in the houss, that it Is shameful or
dishonourable or socially unacceptable
for a Muslim woman to work.

Our election has given women all over
the Muslimwarld moral strength to declare
that it is socially correct for a woman lo
work and to follow in our footsteps as
working women and working mothers.

Muslim women have a special respon-
sibility to help distinguish between |slamic
teachings and social taboos spun by the
traditions of a patriarchal society.

This is a distinction that obscurantists
would not like to see. For obscurantists
believe in discrimination. Discrimination
is the first step to dictatorship and the
usurpation of power.

A month ago, Pakistan hosted the first
ever conference of Women Pariamenta-
rians of Muslim world.

Mever in the hislory of lslam had so
many warking women and elected repre-
sentatives gatherad togethar at ane place
lo speak in one voice.

Asovera 100 delegates from 35 Muslim
counfries gathered together, | feltan enor-
mous sense of pride that we women had
each other for strength and suppor,
across the globe and across the conti-
nents fo face and oppose those who
would not allow the empowerment of
women.

And, today, | feal that same sense of
prida, thatwewomen have gatheredtoge-
ther at Beijing, at this anclent capital of
an ancient civilization to declare: we are
not alone in our search for empowerment,
that women across continents are loge-
ther in the search for self-esteem, self-
waorth, sel-respect and respect in society
itsalf. In distinguishing between Islamic
leachings and social taboos, wea must
remember that Islam forbids injustice;

Injustice against people,
nalians, against women.

against

It shuns race, colour, and gender as a
basis of dislinclion amongst fellowmen,

It enshrins piety as the scole criteria for
judging humankind.

Ittreats women as human beings in their
own right, not as chattels. A woman can
inherit, divorce, receive alimony and child
custody. Wamen were intellecluals,
poets, jurists and even took part in war.,

T@Hﬂh’ BookéFtha Muslims refers to
the rule of a woman, the Queen of Sabah.
The Holy Book alludes to her wisdom and
to her country being a land of plenty.

The Haoly Prophet (peace be upon him)
himself mamied a working woman. And
the first convert to |slam was a woman,
Bibi Khadija.

Frophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) emphatically condemned and putan
end to the practice of female Infanlicide
in pre-lslamic Arabia. The Holy Quran
reads:

When news is brought to one of them,
of the birth of a female (child),

his face darkens and he is fillad with
inward grief what shame dees he hide
himself from his people bacause of the
bad news he has had.

Shall he retain it on sufferance and
contempt, or bury it in the dust,

AR! what an evil choice they decide an
{Surah Al-MNahl, Ayat-57, 58, 59)

How true these words ring even today.

How many women are still “retained”
in their families “on sufferance and con-
tempt” growing up with emotional scars
and burdens.

How tragic it is that the pre-lslamic
practice of female infanticide still haunts
awordweregard as modem and civilized.

Gir children are often abandonad or
aborted.

Slatistics show thal men now increa-
singly outnumber women in mare than 15
Asian nations.

Boys are wanted. Boys are wanted
because their worlh is considered more
than that of the girl,

Boys are wanled to satisfy the ego: they
carry on the father's name in this world.

Yettoo often we forget that for Muslims
on the Day of Judgement, each person
will be called not by their father's name
but by the mother's name.

Toplease herhusband, awomanwants
a son. To keep her husband from aban-
doning her, 2 woman wants a son,
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And, toa often, when 2 woman expecls
a girl, she abats her husband in abandon-
ing or aborting that innocent, perfectly
formed child.

As we gather here today, the cries of
the girl child reach out to us.

This conference need to chart a caurse
that can creale a climate whera the girl
child is as welcomed and valued as a boy
child, that the girl child is considered as
warthy as a boy child.

When | was chairperson of the South
Asian Association of Regional Countries,
SAARC declared 1989 as the Year of the
Girl Child,

Six years later, the girl child's vulnerahbi-
lity continues.

And it continues, notbecause of religion
in the case of Pakistan, but because of
social prejudice.

The rights Islam gave Muslim women
have too often been deniad.

And women are denied rights all over
the world, whether developed or develo-

ping.

All over the world women are subjected
to domestic violence.

Often a woman does not walk out far
she has nowhere to go. Or she stays and
puts up with the domestic violence for the
sake of her children.

We in Pakistan have started a public
awareness campaign against domestic
violence through the mass mediatoinform
women that domestic viclence js a crime
and to alert men that they can be punished
for it.

Often women, in many a society are
tortured, not only by men, but by women
in-laws 1oo, for financial benefits from tha
woman's family.

Sometime a wife is killed by her hus-
band or in-laws so that they can gain
another wife and mare dowry.

Dowry system is a social Il against
which we mustraise our voices and create
greater awareness.

Women are not only victims of physical
abuse, women are victims of verbal
abuse.

Often men, in anger and frustration,
indulge in the uncivilized behaviour of
rude andvulgar language against wamen.

Unfortunately, women at times also use
vulgar language fo denigrate another
WOITar.
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So we have to work together to change
not anly the attitudes of men bul the
allitudes of men and women,

Waoman have become the victims of a
culture of exclusion and male dominanca.
Today morz women than men suffer from
poverly, deprivation, and discrimination,
Half a billion women are illiterate, Saventy
per cenl of the childran who are denied
elamentary education are girls.

In Pakistan we are concentrating on
primary education for girds to rectify this
imbalance.

We are concentrating on training
women teachers and opening up employ-
meant avenues for women.

It is my firm conviction that a woman
cannot ultimately contral her own life and
make her own choices unless she has
financial independence.

A woman cannot have financial inde-
pendence if sha cannot work.

The discrimination against women can
only begin lo erode when women arg
educated and women are employed.

If my Father had not educated ma or
left me with independent financial means,
| would not have been able to sustain
myself or to slruggle against tyranny or
tostand herebefore youloday as a special
guest speaker.

If the girl child is to be valued, if the wife
is to say "No" to domestic viclence then
we owe a special obligation to creating
jobs for women.

That is why we in Pakistan, sel up in
1989 the Women's Bank.

A Bank run by women for women to aid
and assist women in setling up theirown
enterprises to gain financial indepen-
dence and with it the freedom to make
one's own choices,

Today 23 branches of the Women's
Bank in Pakistan help working women,

Our major cities are marked by enterpri-
ses set up by women; bakeries, restau-
rants, boutigues, interior decoration.

We have lited the ban on Pakistani
women laking partt in international
sporting evenls.

In 19587 we host the Second Muslim
Waomen's Olympics, Spacial sporting faci-
lities are being set up to encourage partici-
palion by Pakistani women in sporis.

And Pakistani women are playing a
significant role in defusing the population
bamb in Pakistan.

One hundred thousand women are to
be trained to reduce Pakistan's population
growlh levels and its infant mortalily
levels.

When | visit poverly stricken villages
with no access to clean drinking water, it
gladdans my heart to see a lady health
visitor, to see a working woman amidst
the unfortunate surroundings.

Far it is my conviction that we can anly
conguer poverty, squalor, illiteracy and
supearstition when we investin ourwomen
and when our women begin working.
Begin working in our far flung villages
where time seems to have stood still and
where the Bullock not the tractor is still
used for cultivation:

Where women are loo weak from bea-
ring oo many childran.

Whera the daughters are more malnou-
rished than the sons for the daughters get
to eat the left avers.

Where villagers work night and day with
their women and childran, to eke out an
existence;

Where floods and rain wash out crops
and destroy homes:

Where poverty stalks the land with an
appetite thal cannot be controlled until we
wake up to the twin reality of population
control and women's empowsrment.

And it is here that the United Mations
and its Secretary General have played a
critical role.

Some cynics argue about the ulility of
holding this conference.

Let me disagree with them.

The holding of this conference demon-
strates that women are not forgotten, that
the warld cares.

The holding of this conference deman-
strates salidarity with women.

The holding of this conference makes
us delermined to contribute each in our
own way, inany manner we can, lo lassen
lhe oppression, repression and discrimi-
nation against women.

And while much needs to be dane, each
decade has brought with it its own small
improvement.

When | was growing up, women in my
extended family remained behind closed
walls.in village homes. Now we all travel
to cities or abroad.

When | was growing up, women in my



extended family allcovered ourselves with
the Burga, or veil from head to foot when
we visiled each others for weddings or
funerals — the only two items far which
we were allowed out. Mow most women
restrict themselves to the Duppatia or
Chagarand are free to leave the house.

When | was growing up, no girl in my
extended family was allowed to marry if
a bay cousin was not available for fear
of the property leaving the family. Now
girls do marry outside the family.

When | was growing up, the boy cousin
inevitably look a second wife, Naw girls
do not expect their husbands to marry
again. From the narm, it has bacome the
exception to the norm,

When | was growing up, women were
not educated. | was the first gid in my
family to go to university and to go abroad
for my studies. Now it has become the
norm for girls 1o be educated at university
and abraad when the families can afford
it.

| have seen a lat of changes in my
lifetime.

But I hope to see many more changes.

And some of these changes | hape will
flow from the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights calling for the elimination
of discriminalion against women.

| hope some of these changes will flow
fram the Convention for the Elimination of
all forms of Discrimination which Pakistan
signed last month.

Of course there was resistance from
many guarters.

Butwe are determined to move forward
in fulfiling our dream of a Pakistan where
women contribute their full potential,

As wamen, we draw satisfaction from
Beijing Platform of Action which encom-
passes & comprehensive approach
towards the empowerment of women,

But women cannot be expected to
struggle alone against the forces of discri-
mination and exploitation. 1 recall the
words of Dante wha reminded us that:

“The hottest place in Hell is reserved
for those who remain neutral in times
of moral crisis.”

Today in this warld, in the fight for the
liberation of women, there can be no
neutrality,

But my dear sisters, we have learmned
that democracy alone is not enough.

Freedom of chaice alone does not -
rantee justice. ;

Equal rights are not defined only by
political values,

Social justice is a triad of freedom, of
equality, of libarty:

Justice is palitical liberty.
Justice is economic independence.
Justice is social equality.

Empowermenlis notonly arightto have
political freedom. Empowerment is the
right to be independent; to be educated:
to have choices in life.

Empowerment is the right to have the
apportunity to select a productive career;
to own property; lo participale in business;
to flourish in the marke! placa.

Fakistan is satisfied that the drait Plat-
farm for Action of the Fourth World Confe-
rence on Wemen negoliated so far focu-
ses on tha critical areas of concern for
woman and outlines an action-arientad
strategy for the solution of their problems.

However, we believe that the Platiorm
needs to address the questions of new
and addilional resources, external deabt,
structural  adjustment pragrammes,
human rights of women, protection of
women entrapped in armed conflicts and
the realization of the right to self-determi-
nation of tha teritories still under fareign
occupation and alien domination,

It must alse seek to strengthen the rale
of the traditional family as the bedrock of
the society. Disintegration of the family
generates moral decay. This must ba
arrested.

The Platform is disturbingly weak onthe
role of the traditional family. This wea-
kness can lead to misinterpretation, and
even distortion by oppenents of the wo-
men's agenda,

We have seen much progress, The very
fact that we convene in Beijing today is
a giant step forward.

But new clouds darken the harizon,

The end of the cold war should have
ushered in peace and an era of progress
of women. Regrettably, the proliferation of
regional lensions and conflicts have
belied our aspirations, As in the past,
wemen and girls have again been the
most direct victims of these conflicts —
the most helpless, and thus the most
abused.

The use of rape as a weapon of war

and an instrument of “ethnic cleansing"
is as depraved as it is reprehensitle. The
unfolding of this saga in different pans of
the world, including Jammu and Kashmir
and Bosnia Herzegovina has shaken the
censcience of the enlire international
community.

The enormity of the tragedy dwaris our
other issues — urgent though they are.
This conference must, therefora, EXpress
its complete solidarity with our sisters and
daughters who are victims of armed
conflict, oppression, and brutality, Their
misfortunes must be our first pricrity.

I come before youto speak of the forces
that must shape the new decade, the new
century, the new millenium,

We mustshape a world free from exploi-
tation and malirealment of women,

A world in which women have opporiu-
nities ta rise to the highest level in politics,
business, diplomacy, and other spheres
of life.

Where there are no battared waomen.
Where honour and dignity is protected in
war and conflict.

Where we have econamic freedom and
independence.

Where we are equal pariners in peace
and development.

A world equally committed to economic
development and palitical development,

A world as committed to free markets
as lo women's emancipation,

And even as we calalogue, organizs,
and reach our goals, step by step by step,
let us be ever vigilant. Repressive forces
always will stand ready to exploit the
moment and push us back into the past.

Let us remember the words of the
German writer, Goelhe!

“Freedom has to be re-made and
re-eamed in every generation”

We must do much more than decry the
past. We must change the future.

Remembering the words of a sister
pariamentarian Senator, Barbara Miky-
Iski, that “demography is destiny”, | belis-
ve lime, justice and the forces of history
are on our side. We are here in Baijing
to proclaim a new vision of equality and
partnership.

Let us franslate this vision into reality
in the shortest possible time.
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Australian TNC convicted of contempt of court

Kalinga Seneviratne

An attempt by an Australian transnational corporation to evade liability for damage caused by its mining
operations in Papua New Guinea by drafting legislation (in collusion with the PNG government) to outlaw all
such claims hy affected villagers, has landed it in serious trouble as it has now been charged and convicted
of contempt of court by an Australian court,

Melbourne court has deall a

hard blow to efforts by the Austra-
lian mining giant EHF to prevent Papua
MNew Guinean villagers from suing it for
environmental damage caused by its
operations.

EHP was found guilty of contempt of
court an 18 September for helping draft
legislation for Papua New Guinea (PNG)
that would pratect the firm from legal
action by pecople affected by its mining
operations at OK Tedi Mine.

The ruling, handed down by Jusfice
Philip Cummins, makes BHF the biggest
company to be convicted of the criminal
offence in Australian corporate history. It
also caused an embarrassing setback to
the Australian government's push for
enviranmentally sensitive developmeantin
the South Pacilic and its constant criticism
of Asian logging and fishing companies
for environmental piracy in the region.

Since May 1594, the Melboume law
firm Slater and Gordon has been fighting
EHP — the country’s biggesl company —
on behalf of 30,000 villagers along PMG's
OK Tediand Fly river systems for the harm
caused by the OK Tedi mine, 60% ownead
by BHP.

While the Victorian Supreme Court was
deciding whetherit had jurisdiction to hear
the compensation claim, BHP lawyers are
allegad o have drafted legislation for the
FNG government making it a criminal
offence to sue for damages for the OK
Tedi eperations. The draft law was leaked
to the media in August.

Tha Authoris a 54 Lansca-bom Ausiralian jouma-
st brogdeaster and media rasearcher.

Under the proposed legisiation, the
villagers who had filed the damage claim
would be offered a compensafion pack-
age of nearly ¥ 85 million over 15 years.

A bill attached to it would make it a
criminal offence punishable by fines of up
to $ 77,000 forindividuals te persistinlegal
action against the OK Tedi mine opara-
tions.

In announcing the ruling, Cummins
said: ‘| am satisfied that the actions of
(BHP), which | have found beyond
reasonable doubt, constitute a clear
contempt of this court’

He added that the BHP committed con-
tempt of court when its lawyers struck a
deal with the PNG government to draw
up the OK Tedi Eight Supplemental
Agreament bill. Cummins adjourned the
hearing for a month to hear submissions
before miling on a suitable punishment for
the offence.

Legal experts say it could involve a
substantial fine, since the judge has taken
a dim view of BHP's efforts to try to paint
those who take aclion against it in the
Victorian Supreme Court as criminals.

BHP said it would appeal the judgmant.
But rnght after the ruling, BHP's chigf
exacutive of mining, Jerry Ellis, informed
PMG Prime Minister Julius Chan that the
company was now unable to consent lo
the legislation as planned pending the
appeal.

Chan, in a statement from Port Mo-
resby, rejected the Australian court's
jurisdiction over his country but said the
final version of the bill might not contain
pravisions making it a criminal offence to
claim compenszation from BHP or its OK
Tedi Mining.

Australian Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans has played down the significance
of the judgment and instead criticised the
Melbourne law firm for taking the legal
action against BHP.

Prime Minister Paul Keating, who has
campaigned vigorously for the adoption
of a code of conduct for foreign logging
firns operating in the South Pacific,
backed his foreign minister on the issue,

Evans even suggesied the damage
was less serious than claimed. While
acknowledging the environmental dama-
ge, he argues it has been caused by
difficulties associated with building a tai-
ling damin the mountains and the environ-
mentally fragile location.

Lawyers defending the PNG villagers
hailed Cummins’ decision as a victony far
justice.

‘What happenead loday is all our clients
ever wanied in the proceedings,’ said
lawyer Micholas Styant-Browne. They
wanied access lo the Supreme Courd in
Victoria and to have their case heard
untrampled by interferencea by any parties
to the litigation.

Share prices of the mining company
plummeted by 16 cents in the Australian
Stock Exchange hours after the cour
ruling was announced.

‘Make no mistake, the decision........has
hurt and embarrassed the Big Australian,’
said business analyst Matthew Sievens.
‘Being found in contempt of court is a
highly embarrassing setback for a com-
pany as proud of its ethical standing
as BHP'.

— Thire World Network
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SRI LANKAN LITERATURE

The Voice of Colonization
A study of R. Y. Daniel and Leonard Woolf

Jeanne Thwaites

writer who is either a member

of a colonized people, oris a colonizer,
may not consciously be aware of how his
writing is affected by the group he is born
into. Evenwhen itis hisintention to identify
with the other group, (the colonized with
the colonizers, or the colonizer with those
colonized), he cannot help but fall back
into some stereotypical role-playing of the
over- or underdog. | have chosan the
literature of Sri Lanka to examine how this
works in two authors: Reginald Young
Daniel and Leonard Woolf.

Hex Daniel, who descended from a
John Bartholomew Daniel (1) belonged to
the Dutch Burgher community, but was
notconsidered a “true” Dutch Burgher, as
was his wife Bartha vanlLangenberg. His
maother Amy MacCarhy was Protestant
Irish, the daughter of a Baptist minister,
Bul her Irishness was not an issue with
the D.B.U.; what counted was that the
name Daniel was not Dutch. Daniel is a
common Jewish name, but the original
Daniels of this family have been traced
to Madagasear and other feels that thay
had Moorish bloed. The Dutch Burghers
in Woolfs' Daniel's day prided themselves
on being fine administratars, professional
men, artists, musicians, anything but busi-
nessmen. Danial's father inherted weallh,
and made his own considerable fortune
as an auclioneer. To be in an occupation
where there is no purpose but to make
money was considered declasse, and in
Bertha's family she was thought to have
married somawhat beneath her,

Thea English, unlike the Portuguese and
Dutch, did not settle down in the Island,
nor did they make much effort to convert
the local people to their Anglican Christia-
nity. Their members in the Ceylon Civil
Service was manned by Englishmen who
returmned home to England on retirement
and who were discouraged, not just from
inter-marriage with local people, but from
socializing with them. They thus becama
the first foreign settlers not to be quickly
assimilated into some layer of the depth
of Ceylonese culture.

In 1919, because many Ceylonase had
distinguished themselves by fighting for
England in World War | Britain decided
to open the C.C.S. to those men between
the ages of twenty-two and twenty-seven
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who had served in the military. More than
a thousand applied, and Rex Daniel, who
was twenty-six, was one of the four
chosen.

Leonard Wooll became a member of
the C.C.5. in 1904 at the age of twenty-
four. Seven years later he left for his long
leave, and only returned once: in 1960.
“Home" was England to Woolf, and when
he came to Ceylon he was cata-
pulted immediately into its ruling class.

Itis important here to mantion the Eura-
sian community who came about when
English men {mostly planters wha worked
far agency firms) who did not have wives
inthe Island look Sinhalese and Tamil girls
as concubines. These women, chosen for
their beauty, were uneducated, and
always seen as inferior by the men whose
beds they shared. They were usually
workers on English-owned estates, (for
example, tea pluckers), and did not join
their lovers' social life, which was racially
segragated.

Woolf's short story, A Tale Told by
Moaniight s about such a relationship,
and the primary narrator, an Englishman,
hears the story from a second English-
man, who tells it about a third English-
man. | see this as Wooll's ploy to avoid
blame for the slory’s content — a device
he also uses in his other racist stories on
Ceylon. The story is abouit a pretty Sinha-
lese girl, Celestinabami, from a “warren
of filth.” She has “eyes which understood
nothing but seemed to understand
everything,” and follows her English lover
“like a dog.... a nice simple softlit!le animal
like the bitch at my feet.” Celestina begins
to imitate the English women who can go
where she cannot. He loses interest and
she gradually goes off her head and
drowns herself, In real life many such
young mislresses becamea pregnant, and
were cast out. Their own people, unedu-
cated and caste-ridden, rejected the
rasulting half-white children; their lovers
denied patemity. In Search for Nivana
Hobin Maugham, the son of Somerset
Maugham, gives a description of the sat-
ling up of such an alliance as his friend
Jack Phillipsen described it to him:

“Yes." | replied. “You would have your
OWn room.
And you would sit down to table with

me when we were alone. And you
would always share my bed"...

"And where would | eat when you had
company?"

“In your own bed-sitting room.”

“I understand,” she said.

"l doubtifyou do,”" | replied, “But | think
you will in time.... What will your
father say?"

“He will disown me. He will say | am
a disgrace lo the family.” (167/8)

The girl eventually became a prostitute
and Fhillipson blamed her entirely. As |
grew up, | came to hate the English for
this particular irresponsibility, which epito-
mized their lack of concem for those they
hurt. The Eurasian community was deri-
sively called "Tea-bush," as the babies
were said to have been conceived and/
or delivered behind tea bushes. Because
all the original mothers had been chosen
for their beauty, and | noticed vary young,
that Eurasian children were unusually
handsome.

The over-all cultural mix in Sri Lanka:
Sinhalese, Tamils, Moslems, Burghers of
different European originals, Eurasians
has resulted ina country where even small
towns have one Buddhist temple, one
Hindutemple, one Catholic church, Prota-
stant churches of various denominations,
and one Moslem mosque. The Impar-
tance of this to literature is that a plurality
of beliefs exist, and most people in the
Island do not have a parsonal philosophy
daveloped from the single religion they
belong to. From his writing, Daniel seems
very comfortable with this multiple lare
(124); Woelfis plainly confused by it (Gro-
wing 195). The most marked difference
in the style of their writing is that Daniel,
brought up in this multi-racial world, does
not speak of people collectively; “the
Ceylonese,” “the English,” “women,” nor
does he generalize about their habits,
Woolf therafore seems the more diffused,
for blanket stalements about paople
abound in his books. Itis through his eyes
one saes how belittling the habit of gene-
ralization is, and how difficult it was for
colonized people lo shake free of racial
sterealyping.

How Colonization Works

Ceylon was colonized by three Eurg-
pean nations forits natural resources, and



because the island was in a strategic
position when sea-travel was the guickest
way to cross the globe, Hegemony can
only exist when the dominant group cur-
tails the fraedom of speech of the other.
If Group A is to remain in power over
Group B, itmustinsistthat Group B under-
stand that there is some special desirable
guality in Group A which gives it the right
lo rule, something like superior intelligen-
ce or a Divine Right. For Group B to admit
inferiority is a small sacrifice to make if it
will enable you to keep food on your table,
or a whip off your back. “The beast must
obey the commands or die," says Ameri-
can Chicano poet Juan Herrera. Even-
tually, however, the tables always turn,
and he continues to describe the indigni-
lies suffered by his own race in their own
land "woices from the underground
are emerging..... ‘as the unrich grow
accustomed to the forbidden pleasure of
writing” (23).

Every child who is part of colonization
culture becomeas impressed with the idea
ofan *us" and "lhem.” Thatthereisalucky
sperm club works without confusion du-
ring survival learning which all young ani-
mals initially go through. But when a child
learns to think for himself, and develops
intellectually he realizes that what he has
been told is wrong; he senses all are borm
equal, and has 1o find a way to live with
the lie. He eventually resalves his misgi-
vings in one of two ways: he may choose
to keep up the charade, or may choose
notto. Either way his choice is not simple.
Il he decides to be one of "us,” that is not
like "them," he will find himself defending
a lieall his life — which is always more
stressful than defending a truth. If he
decides not to be part of the charade —
if he is from Group A, he will find himself
labeled as “eccentric,” “a hypocrite™ or
"stupid,” if from Group B, a "communist,"
“revolutionary,” or “anarchist.” Either
way, he will find himzell unable to escape
anunder-the-skin awareness, atalltimes,
of who is becoming better than whom:
even ifin his heart he knows such thinking
is nonsense. Whal each person does and
says becomes critical in changing his
status. Inler-marriage between Groups A
and B can, therefore, never be approa-
ched casually: mammiage has become a
source of contamination or purification.
Either way the paricipants will have alie-
nated people of their initial cultura.

A side efiect of such control is that a
member of Group B sometimes delibera-
tely tries to lose touch with the identity of
his birth race, culture and religion. To
regain his loss of pride, he may try to
become one of the ruling class (the coloni-
zer), which group is then caught in a
dilemma, for the criteria for "being like one

of us” is not meant to be ebtainable, and
must be changed continually to remain so.
In academia, for example, Group B may
be invited to paricipate in Group A's uni-
versities, but is required to accept that its
mathod of writing (although grammatically
perfect, and easy to understand) is inferiar
toacademicdiscourse, aconveoluled, eso-
teric and somewhat unintelligible develo-
pmenteofthe English language. Tabe borm
to a bilingual culture, say, English and
Sinhalese, is shown to be less commen-
dable than being unilingual in English
and lalertochoosing fo leam Latin: a dead
language. Group As and Bs pop up all
over. Skin color can become a factor: it
is better to be light than dark; a male can
be seen as better than female; to be rich
is superior lo being poor. It ean be seen
that literary sall-consciousness about
race, culture, and who-is-better-than-
whom, is something that comes out of
any form of hegemony, and only people
who are not in such a system, have an
expression that is truly free. On the plus
side, a writer who seeks truth but cannot
live by it, who wants change but cannot
handle change, or who suffers much from
his cenfusion, is more interesting to read.

In their books, neither Daniel or Woolf
admits to an awareness that when he
chose to align himself with his people's
appressors — rather than work to create
a climale of nen-oppression — ha was
Irying to improve his self-image. Daniel
shrugs off the reason for his joining the
C.C.S. as a coming together of circum-
stances: "the five years spentin the army
had changed me" he says, “the then
‘Ceylon' Gavernment advertised an exa-
mination for the Ceylon Civil Service...."
(7). The “then ‘Ceylon Government” he,
who ance was more British than the Bri-
tish, writes in old age. | am not reading
toc much into this, for when Ceylon beca-
me a republic, Daniel was asked whether
he would prefer to retain his British citizen-
ship or to become Ceylonese. He chose
to be Ceylonese."

Woall's writing is much more convaolu-
ted and self-conscious than Daniel's, and
a stariling omission is of any discrimina-
tion against the Jews in England. When
discussing his Ceylon years, he doas not
mention he is a Jew. [ is not possible he
did not suffer discrimination in England for
even his wile Virginia Woolf was to write,
"How | hated marrying a Jew — how |
hated their nasal voices, and their oriental
jewelry, and their noses, and theirwattles-
what a snob | was" (500). In his earlier
wiiting, Sowdng, he mentions that his pa-
rents were Jewish, and that when he was
fourteen his mother wept, "but not very
convincingly,” when he told her he no
longer believed in Jehovah (47). It is
probable that he ran away from his Jewi-
shness to Ceylon, to break “the umbilical

cord by which | had been attached to my
family, St. Paul's, to Cambridge...." (L.W.
Growing 11). He called the Caylon expe-
rience his “second birth.”

What sach man had done, however,
was to abandon his bithrght "us" to
become “them.”

Tobecome a colonial administrator was
to become an inslant authority on every-
thing. Young men with no experience in
thefields ofirrigation, vetarinary madicine,
sociclogy and law, were sent to outstation
districts, where respected local elders
were expected o treat all their words and
decisions as coming from God. Within the
C.C.5. hawever, another type of damin-
ance was at work, for promotion within the
service depended on an ability to ingratia-
te onesalf with ane's superiors Daniel was
particularly inept at keeping his superiors
happy for although he was willing to play
the colonial game as well as any English-
men, ha was not an Englishman, and was
expected to keep a lower profile. He did
not and does nat seem to have thought
of himself as a Ceylonese in his early
years with the service. Woolf, on the other
hand, quickly psyched out his colleagues
and ingratiated himself with them, and as
a result rose guickly out of the lowear
C.C.S. ranks. But he actually detasted his
superior officers, and quickly came to
dislike the Ceylonese too — particulary
the Tamils. His letters show a deeply
unhappy man. Looking back hs says he
was very happy when in Ceylon, and titles
his book Growing.

Waelf and Daniel both majored in the
Classics, and they must have been aware
of how inappropriately qualified they were
for their jobs. In Daniel's book he almost
begs for understanding and says, more
than ence, he did the best he could. Wooli
rationalizes at length the petty tyrant he
became bul shows on compassion for
those who suffered at his hands. Educa-
ted Sri Lankan admirers of his writing
today ignore the arrogant whipper-snap-
perhewas and also that his fiction showed
their people only as uneducated. Ha is
amused thatvillage headmen saw Haley's
Comet as a foreleller of evil and made a
list of six evils that had come to their
people since the comet showed. One of
the six was “a man called Leonard Woolf"
(L.W. Growing 233). WhenWoalf returnad
to Ceylon fitty years later, the country was
independent and one headman now freed
from colonial muzzling, left his village to
try to explain to Woolf how deplorable his
behavior had been that he had not been
a just man. He could not penetrate the
Englishman's coal;

On my last day in Colomba, 2 manwho

had been chief headman of one of the
patius when | was A.G.A. came to pay
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his respecls to me at the Galle Face
Hotel. After desultory conversalion, ha
suddenly said to me: “Do you remem-
ber, Sir, when you made me shoot the
buiialo?” | said no, | did nat remember
it..... "You fined Arachchi 10 rupees for
not carrying out his dulies as head-
man..... then you fined him 25 rupses.
Ten days laterthe man came ta me with
20 rupaes to pay his fine, but he could
not pay the other 15 rupees and | had
to pay it for him. It was oo severe, Sir
— was it fair, Sir, was it fair?” After 50
years | felt | could not be quite certain
of the answer. Was it fair? (234)

Mo, it was not fair, but why could Woolf
notsee it? At a time when court judgments
were sometimes over 25-cent disagree-
ments (61), and laborers were paid only
50-cents a day (185), a fine of 35-fupees
meant seventy days’ wages to aman who
obviously could not save from this pittan-
ce. In Caylon, during the British Raj, jobs
were so scarce that there was only one
wage-earner o every seven people, Fifty
years |ater, a headman who Wooll does
nothonorwith aname, wants to penetrate
the colonial hide but still cannot,

Reginald Young Daniel
(1894 - 1987):

Letier to my Children,
autobiography.

Reginald Young Daniel was a diarist,
who became blind in his seventies; until
then he made a diary entry every day of
his adult life. When he was eighly-seven
his wile, then seventy-seven, read these
diaries to him, and he used them to joit
his mamary for an autobicgraphy Letter
to My Children, which was privalely circu-
lated.

In looking back on his long life, Damiel
could not have helped seeing things in a
different light to the way he experienced
them at the time. Kant describes this
process:

So far as memories are sensible, thay
are based uponthe association of ideas
of ihe past condition of the subject with
the present; and although they are not
themselves perceplions, yet as a linking
together of perceplicns in fime, they
serve to connecl in a coherent expari-
ence whalis no more by maans of what
is present (73).

Lefferislong and sometimes tedious for
it was never edited, and although he
himself could write for hours on a typewri-
ter without a grammatical or spelling mis-
take, (something Virginia Wooll's diaries
say that Leonard could also do) (Meyero-
witz 17), Daniel's stenographer was not
always so accurate. | do not know think
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the final text was even read back to him.
Blatant mis-spellings of names are easy
to change, but in a country where there
are several spellings of one name, it is
difficult to know if, for example, a Pereira
and Perera and one individual or two. A
final difficulty is that the book is uneven,
for Danlel obviously became very tired,
particularly towards the end.

Daniel called his wile, “Barbie,” as she
detested her given name Bertha, because
it was the nickname of a German World
War | cannon. She called him “Reg"
preferringit lo *Rex,” which was the name
used by his friends and family as it remin-
ded her of a deg. In the book one often
senses that they are jostling each other
in a form of love play, as they must have
done when they were young and first in
love, and we see that whal held them
together through many difficult times was
their inability to stop laughing at each
other. He describes one incident, in the
first year of their mariage, when they had
embarked on their return trip ta Ceylon.
Barhie, sick and pregnant, stayad in thair
cabin — while he went on deck to watch
England's shareline recede oul of sight.
Eventually a stewardess approached him
with a broad smile and said, "Mr. Daniel,
your wife thinks she is dying, and would
like to say goodbye to you™ (72). Anecdo-
tes like this show an egocentric man but
also that they were a couple who related
to one another as equals had a knack of
charming those with whom they came into
cantack

Barbie obviously did some memorny-
jolting of her own during the writing of the
book. She occasionally suggests hainelu-
de stories their children would enjoy.
Sometimes, Daniel says, "Your mother
wants me to tell you about....”, al others
itis obvious that hervoice is there without
credit, We can almost hear them arguing
in print. "Your mother says | am Incorract,
but | do remember it happening Ihat
way...." he occasionally tells us. Barbie's
voice makes the text mulli-dimensional,
particularly when she insists on the inclu-
sion of domestic details such as the ser-
vants comings and goings. One story is
about Sophihamy, a nanny, who fell in
love with John their excellent Sinhalese
cook. An English couple, the Sutherand-
Frasers, enticed John to their employ with
a higher salary and Sophihamy who was
in love with him got a job in the same
household. She was fired when her new
employers discovered the romance. Bar-
bie lisiened on the ielephone to Mrs.
S-F's tirade against Sophihamy and pre-
tended she knew nothing about the affair.
Actually she was secretly delighted be-
cause she now could get her nanny back.
Of course, she would have neverhave lost
her in the first place if she had exposed
the romance. Barbie was therefore more

palronizing of Mrs. S-F than of her ser-
vants, and as she did not even try to
explain to the English woman that ser-
vanis have feelings too — something she
would have surely done if dealing with a
friend — she shows the gulf she saw
between herself and the English. The
barrier was always thera in placea.

This story shows the difference be-
tween the way the English (the coloni-
zers), and Dutch Burgher (now a coloni-
zed people), thought of servants: Memmi
might be describing the Sutherland-Fra-
sers when he says, “they refuse to consi-
der personal, private occurrences in their
maid'slife; thatlifein a specificsense does
not interast them, and their maid doas not
exist as an individual” (B5).

Danigl's book is therefore nothing like
as simple as it seems, but perhaps if he
had been able to edit it same of his crisply
stated memories would have been filled
in wilth answers to the guestions they
provoke. Once you get used fo his style
there is, however, a definite charm to his
gift for understatement: “There we met
Col. Blandicrd, who died of hydrophobia
because he would not give up laking
alcohol when he was laking anti-rabies
injeclions, after he was bitten by a rabid
dog in Trinca™ (151), is never expanded
on, and is the only mention he makes of
this particular colonel.

| have had to make a decision whether
to stay with Lederas written, or to include
my own knowledge and memories of the
events and stories which are included in
it. Therais also the factthat Daniel's actual
diaries have been denied me, whearsas
Woolf's autobiography can be compared
with diaries and letters of the same period.
| have decided only tointrude my personal
knowledge whan itis needed as anexpla-
nation, and when | do this it will be marked
by a footnole.

As | do quote from Woolf's biographers,
however, | should say something about
my father as both a colonizer and one
colonized. He was always praised openly
by those wha worked under him butirita-
ted many Dutch Burghers because he
outwardly seemed so English. He was
somewhat of a legend in the C.C.S. afler
he clearad up the crime in Ralnapura, a
district that had the highest murder rate
in Ceylan which country had that time had
the highest murder rate per capita in the
world. He received no praise from his
English superiors but many Ceylonese of
all ethnic origins never forgot to remind
us, his children, that he had done a very
remarkable thing. He detested disordar
and saw crime as the ulimate disorder.
When | asked what he felt was the worst
erime of all. He replied, "Corruplion of the
young™.

NEXT: LEONARD WOOLF



Ma\mm RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tobacco
leaf in a bamn, [t is one of the hundrads of such
barns spread out in the mid and upeountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season,

Here, with careful nurturing, {obacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn to
gold... to the value of over Rs. 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tobacca is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people, And these
people are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco
growers and those who wark for them, on the land
and in the bams.

For them, the tobacco leal means meaningful work,
o comfortable life and a secure furture. A good
enough reason for laughter.

B Cevylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




INTEREST FREE CREDIT?
CONVENIENT REPAYMENT TERMS
LOWEST JOINING FEE?

Yes. All and many more
benefits are yours with the

CEYBANK VISA CARD.

Contact the Centre Manager,

CEYBANK CARD CENTRE,
Bank of Ceylon

No. 4, BANK OF CEYLON MAWATHA,
COLOMBO - 1.

BE WISE. CARD - WISE

BANK OF CEYLON

Rankers to the Nation

TELEPHONE: 447823 — Ex. 4180 & 4185
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