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NEWS BACKGROUND

SINHALA OPINION SHIFTS

Mervyn de Silva

he twelve year ‘war" is

frequently introduced as an ethnic
conflict, majority Sinhalese versus
minarity Tamils. Though a gross over-
simplification it does recognise and res-
pect the nature of the armed struggle
launched by an organisation styled the
“| iberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam™ and
its objectives — liberate the Tamil peo-
ple from the "Sinhala State” and esta-
blish an “independent” Eelam. In short,
a secessionist struggle. That "Eelam”
includes the North AND the East. This
then is the territorial aspect of the war,
a civil or internal war.

The Lion Flag flies over Jaffna, the
northern capital, and L.T.T.E. bastion.
The ‘Tigers' expelled from Jaffna move
eastwards to re-open the other theatre
of this protracted war. The P.A. gove-
mment also moves to another front, the
Sinhala constituency — majority Sinha-
la opinion, and Sinhala opinion-makers.
By hitting the L.T.T.E. hard militarily,
the P.A. spots a perfect opportunity to
recover the Sinhala support it lost by its
5-6months of “peacetalks”i.e. between
the elections (parliamentary and presi-
dential) and mid-April when the L.T.T.E.
unilaterally abandoned the peace path™.
Thus, the visit to Kandy of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga and her Depu-
ty Defence Minister Anuruddha Ratwat-*
te. Together President Kumaratunga,
who is also Defence Minister, and Colo-
nel Ratwatte, paid homage to the
Sacred Tooth Relic “to mark the libera-

_tion of Jaffna from the grip of LTTE
terrorists and the hoisting of the National
Flagin Jafina”. The Mahanayake Thera
of Malwatte, Ven. Rambukwella Sri Vi-
passi and the Mahanayake of Asgiriya,
Ven. Palipane Sri Chandananda charl-
ted seth pirith. They were conducted to
the hewisi mandspaya by the Diyawa-
dana Nilame, Meranjan Wijeyeratne.

During the peace talks with the

L.T.T.E., the Afafa Sanghawasfarfrom
happy over the P.A.'s policies on the
National Question.

Chaosing her words cleverly, Presi-
dent Kumaratunga described the victory
in Jaffna as “the first step in the battle
for peace”. Peace was the ultimate ob-
jective since the intrinsic nature of the
problem — the ethnic conflict—deman-
ded “a political solution”.

By thrashingthe L. T.T.E. militarily, the
Sri Lankan state had taught the L.T.T.E.
a simple lesson. It could not achieve its
ultimate objective through armed strug-
gle. Without alienating the national mi-
norities, Chandrika Kumaratunga was
presented to the electorate by the P.A.
think-tanks as “the peace candidate”.
Why? Apart from the fact that the war
was bleeding the national economy, the
“numbers game" that dominates electo-
ral politics, requiresamajor party tohave
substantial backing from the minorities
— Tamils, Muslims, Christians. This
“law" applies to the main conservative
party the U.N.P. as well as to its rival.
But post-independence electoral politics
show that the U.N.P. starts with a higher
irreducible mininum than its rval —
which of course explains why the SLFP,
its traditional rival, is tempted to form
“united fronts” or pre-election coalitions.
Thus, “Comrade” Chandrika's smart
move to discard her fashionably "'pinko”

Sorbonne gown and move towards the -

centre — “negotiated peace” on the
separatistconflict, “free market policies™
on the field of economics, meaning the
acceptance of the IMF “slructural ad-
justment” strategy but with a "human
face” anecessary salute fo “socialism”.
By these “adjustments” founded on the
electoral arithmetic of domestic politics,
and to the basic dictates of the donor
community and the aid agencies, Candi-
date Chandrika won a spectacular vic-
tory, well over 62% of the total votes.

She had a price to pay — hardline
Sinhala-Buddhist opinion which oppo-
sed her develution/regional autonomy
package. The armed forces and OPE-
RATION RIVIRESA (Sunshine) has
helped her win back the lost ground. But
by that same logic, she haslostthe Tamil
coalition, starting with the main parlia-
mentary party, the TULF. There the
situaton stands — until the military ope-
ration in the East decides the balance
of Tamil-Muslim-Sinhala opinion in that
province.
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WAR

The Economic Burden

Mark Nicholson

Tha single-mindedness of the Sri
Lankan gavernmentin its military drive
10 evict the separatist Tamil Tigers from
their Jaffna stronghold and the risks to this
enterprise are evident in the budget.

What Mr G. Peiris, deputy finance mini-
ster, called the “compelling need to in-
lensify military operations” will leave a
budget deficit this year of 9.3 per cent of
gross domestic product, against a targe-
ted 7.5 per cent. High defence spending
will keep the budgeted shorfallnear 8 par
cent next year, with Rs 38 bn (£455m) set
aside for military costs (4.9 per cent of
estimated 1986 GDP).

Two military campaigns against the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam since
summer, the latest a three-week-old push
towards the Tiger-held Jafina city, have
placed what Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar,
Sii Lanka's foreign minister, this week
called a “horrendous burden” on the
island’s small economy.

“But," he said, “there are things you
have lo do, even if you can't quite afford
them.”

Sri Lanka can barely afford its latest
war. Claiming no scope existed for deep
spending cuts and that few other sources
of revenue were available, Mr Peiris has
banked on earning Rs 21bn from slate
asset sales and other forms of “public
sector reform” next year.

But, a Colombo-based economist said:
“It depends almost entirely on privatisa-
tion proceeds. Ifthey don't come through,
it could be really explosive. The govern-
ment would have no choice but printing
maney and inflation.”

Raising such a sum from a privatisation
programme which last year gamered just
Rs 2.6bn of a targeted Rs 13bn will be
difficult. Tha figure is almost twice that
which the previous United National Party
administration managed through its own
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state assetsales over five years between
1989 and 1994, The Peopla’s Alliance
coaliion government must also cantend
with likely union opposition to the sales,
the danger of political oppaosition from
leftist parties within the ruling coalition and
a listless stock market currently devoid of
buving interest.

There are other risks, military and politi-
cal, to the government's expensive armed
drive in the north. The first arises in actu-
ally securing Jaffna from the Tigers, the
apparent goal of the offensive,

The broad political aim is to deprive the
LTTE of its logistical base and the symbo-
lism of helding territory in the name of a
d& facfo Tamil homeland.

At the same time, President Chandrika
Kumaratunge wants to persuade the
LTTE and the island's Tamils in general
that they have no option but to back
devolution proposals tabled in August,
while satisfying hard-line members of Sri
Lanka's majority Sinhala population that
she has done what she can to quash the
LTTE as a military force,

The Sri Lankan army has been camped
for more than a week on the outskirts of
Jaffna city, moving forward cautiously,
defusing mines laid by the Tigers, Ente-
ring Jaffna may be a political necassity,
but military analysts believe a danger
exists that the final thrust could incur far
higher army casulties as troops encounter
boaby-traps and tough street-by-street
fighting in a city the Tigers have held for
maore than four years.

Haolding Jafina could also be costly,
leaving the army vulnerable to guerrilla
fighting at which the LTTE has shown it
excels over the 12 years of the island's
athnic conflict.

There is also the question of whether,
and how, the palitical benefils of a victory
in Jaffna will actually infuse energy into
Mrs Kumaratunge's ambitious devolution

proposals, which would ereate a form of
iederalism giving Tamils in the norh and
easl, and other regions in the island.
elected Regional Councils with considera-
ble gaverning autonomy.

These proposals need a two-thirds ma-
jority in parliament before moving to natio-
nal referendum. Proponents of the devo-
lution package suggest a notional time-
table for the proposals which would see
them debated in pariament in the first
quarter of next year, voted on by April ar
May, leading, they hope, ta the first regio-
nal council elections befare the end of next
year.

But while the far-reaching devolution
Proposals have secured support from
Tamil and Moslem parties, the main Oppa-
sition UNP has yetto offer the support Mrs
Kumaratunge requires. Its leaders say the
party is unlikely to back the proposals
without significant amendments.

Meither is it clear that any military suc-
cess in the north would necessarily spur
their support. “At the moment, one can't
see the political and military sides of the
govemment's strategy coming together,”
says an independent palitical analyst in
Colombo. “For the next few months, it
seems both wheels will spin separately,”

If s, then uncertainty may continue to
cloud both Sri Lanka's political and securi-
ty position for several menths, even if the
army plants a flag in the centre of Jafina.
Many economists, businessmen and
certainly brokers on the Calambo slock
exchange believe this will keep domestic
and, paricularly, foreign investors on the
sidelines, where they have stood for much
of this year,

That would bode ill for Mr Peiris' highly
ambitious privatisation plan. "It's good that
privatisation is finally gathering pace,”
says one Colombo equity analyst. “The
trouble is it will keep hitting a brick wall
of bad sentimant,”

(Financial Times)



POLITICS

Winning the War

Mark Nicholson and Mervyn de Silva report on the war

Tiger withdrawal or defeat in Jaffna

would be a grave strategic, logistical
and palitical blow. They have run the city and
much of the northem Jafina peninsula as a
gl facto mini-state for the past four years.
*Jaffna would be a significant loss,” said a
diplomat in Colombo. “it would make the
difference between the Tigers being a lermilo-
rial, pseudo-government or a guerrilla move-
ment on the run."

Far the government of President Chandri-
ka Kumaralunge, by contrast, captura of the
strategic prize could be the best — some
might say only — piece of good news since
she took paower in November last year with
a 62 per cent vote backing her determinzstian
to forge peace with the Tamil separatists,

Having invested so much in engaging tha
Tigers in peace talks earier this year, her
government lost suppart and credibility when
the Tigers walked out in April. "It looked to
many people that she'd been duped," said
one diplomat.

Since April, though, Mrs Kumaratunge's
administration has hardened its approach.
Operation sunrisais tha second haavy milita-
ry assault in the norh since summer. And
her strategy has now evaled inlo a two-track
process; lo hurt and weaken the LTTE in
Jaffnamilitanly, while continuing to push her

government's recent set of proposals to
address the Tamils' demands for separate
state by turning Sn Lanka into more of a
federation.

The delailed devolution proposals are cur-
renlly inching through padiamentary com-
mittees and will eventually require a two-
thirds majority — which Mrs Kumaratunge's
party and its immediate allies do not com-
mand — and a national referendum. There
hasbeen predictable opposition to the propo-
sals from exitremist groups and Buddhist
priests within the majarity Sinhala commu-
nity, but Sr Lankan officials maintain there
is "basic consensus” for the proposals,

Having already tried talks, and with a
far-reaching constitutional “solution” on the
table, Sri Lankan officials believe Mrs Kuma-
ratunge has secured at least inlermational
sympathy, if not backing, for the assault on
Jafina. Domestically, however, nher gov-
ermnment's palitical momentum would now
seem fo rest on securing Jalina and
demonstrably weakening the Tigers leaving
therm no allemative but to retum to the
negotialing table,

- L L] *

This prize is far from won, howeaver, and
most analysts believe Mrs Chandrika and,

particularly, her armed forces, will nead boih
nerve and luck in the next days and wesks.
The monsoon rains in northem Sn Lanka,
which last until after Christmas, have already
begun and though military commanders say
it will be another two weeks before the hea-
viest rains set in, analysts believe the army
will need to have broken through to Jafina
before then.

So far the military's progress has, in the
view of independent analysts, been mora
successful than in previous campaigns.

Both the govemment and army are also
rmaking much of whatthey claimis tha Tigers'
“desperation™ in launching brutal massacras
on Sinhalese villages In the north and east.
Mare than 30 civilians were hacked to death
in the latest incidant recantly,

The Tigers have notclaimed responsibility
for these atrocities, but few doubt them 1o
be their inspiration. The strategy appears lo
be to try and divert army forces from the
fighting in the north o protect villages in the
east, while also attempling to spark bloody
reprisals across Sr Lanka in the hope of
burying in violence Mrs Kumaratunge's
attempts to build political consensus around
her devolution proposals.

(Financial Timoes)

Censorship now meaningless — Editors’ Guild
P

The present press censorship imposed by the govern-

ment on the onpoing war has become meaningless, as
the Colombo based foreipn press has been exeluded from
it the Editors' Guild of Sri Lanka has said in a press
release.

The Guild points out that it would be more sensible
to take the media into the confidence of those concerned
and ensure Lhat Tull coverage of the war and its conse-

quences are made possible without damage to the natio- -

nal interest, rather than resort to a censorship which
iz both patchy and unreasonable,

The full text of the press release is as follows.

Editors’ Guild, committed to press freedom and its
defenee and mindful of the demands of national security
in the context of the ongoing armed conflict, has discus-
sed the prevailing censorship and its implications.

Given the sensitivity of the issues involved the Guild
has studied all the aspects of the matter. Above all, we
have kept the national interest in mind.

We believe that the current crisis demands a well

informed public served by a responsible press. While the,

publication of security related news should not dumage
national seccurity interests, any censorship that may
become necessary must be handled with a sense of equity
and professionalism which has been sadly lacking in
many instances.

The Colombo based foreign press has been excluded
from the present censorship. With asection of the popula-
tion having access to uncensored foreign reports via

- foreign newspapers and journals, satellite dishes and

other means, much of the present censorshiphasbeecome
meaningless. It would be more sensible for those con-
cerned to take the media into their confidence and
ensure Lthat the fullest possible reporting of the war and
its consequences is made possible without damage to the
national interest, rather than resort to a censorship
which has proved to be both patchy and unreasonable,

We are confident that the media will fully cooperate
with such an arrangement the results of which will best
serve the interests of the publie and the country, We urge
the authoritics to consider these representations and
find a vin media that will ensure the interests of all
concernad.




Jaffna: Will History Repeat Itself ?

— Lt. General V. R. Raghavan

The LTTE has failed to stop the second offensive by the Sri Lankan armed forces. Atthe time of writing (31 October),
the Lankan forces were poised to begin the final offensive on Jaffna, the headquarters of the Tamil dominated
northern Sri Lankan province. The Sri Lankans need to capture a few more towns on the approach to Jaffna before
making the final assault. Given their recent successes and the LTTE's inability to stand up to the frontal assault
by government forces, which are using combat aircraft, tanks, armoured personnel carriers and heavy artillery,
military analysts feel it is only a matter of time before Jaffna falls. However, the Sri Lankan armed forces have
been using inordinate force in their drive towards Jaffna, causing very high collateral damage. Civilian areas have
been shelled and bombed to an unprecedented extent. The Indian Army's Sri Lankan operations were mild compared
to this. Several thousand Sri Lankan Tamils have been displaced, and the flesing Tamil civilians are without food,
water or medical supplies. Jaffna, according to some reports, has become a ghost town. All this is unlikely to
help in the implementation of the political package for Sri Lanka’s Tamil population. Moreover, it should not be
forgotten that although the Indian Army during its Sri Lanka operations in the late 1980s had managed to take
control of the major towns, the LTTE had escaped to the jungles and mingled with the local Tamil population.
It had taken the Indian upwards of four Army divisions to keep the peace. What had followed was a phase of
protracted regular army versus guerrilla warfare. Question is will history repeat itself?

The two decades old Tamil
separatist conflict in Sri Lanka seems
poised to enter a new phase. The popu-
larly elected President, Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, started the major iniliative
by first announcing a pelitical package. It
devolved considerable powers to the sta-
tes, apart from guaranteeing the continua-
tion of the unigue status of the Tamil
peoples of Sr Lanka. While most palitical
groups accepted the package with some
reservations, the Tamil Tigers (LTTE)
rejected it altogether. This was not in the
least surprising in view of the LTTE's
known reluctance to pardicipate in any
glections, other than on terms which
would ensure its complete majority. A few
rounds of talks were also held between
tha govarnment and the LTTE, which not
unexpectedly, failed to produce any re-
sults, In the interim the LTTE shot down
military aircraft, hit some naval ships, and
launched other well planned attacks
against the government forces to make
its dominant military position known.
Those in India, who have had the experi-
ence of LTTE's skill in using negotiations
lo gain its military ends, had foreseen the
outcome even as the new Sr Lankan
Govemment took the first steps to find a
solution to the problem. That the LTTE
would force the Govemment to take to
military. operations was anlicipated. The
nature of the SriLankan military response,
however, came as & surprise.

4

The LTTE controls the towns and tha
countryside in nodhem Sr Lanka. Its con-
trol is evident in the inability of the gov-
ernment forcas to move freely, as also in
the tough combat actions necessary even
to approach the principle town of Jaffna.
The Sri Lanka army is operating with the
support of combat aircraft, armoured per-
sonnel carriers, arillery and under lhe
cover of censorship of all news connecled
with military cperations. Unforunately this
perfect military approach to a socio politi-
cal problem, would in all probability lead
to greater problems in the future. The Sri
Lankan army has greatly enhanced its
capabilities in manpower, equipment and
moarale. It is to the credit of Sri Lanka's
pelitical and military leadership thal this
has been brought about so soon. On the
other hand, the LTTE would like nothing
better than to have the army strung out
in the Jaffna Peninsula, in the vast Vanni
forests, and in the eastern provinces ex-
tending from the port city of Trincomalee
to the Tamil-Muslim areas of Batlicoloa.
An army than can move and hit, and keep
moving, s a menace to militants. Unfortu-
nately, few armies in history have done
it for long. The Sri Lankan army with its
weaponry may before long, succeed in
taking Jaffna and other towns. After that,
it will need to defend the same towns by
hundreds of military posts, patrals, and
other deployment and become a static
force. The last few years saw the army

blockading the northern areas from main-
land Sri Lanka. After taking these areas,
it will have to maintain the population and
itself by road and rail transport. It will sean
become vulnerableto allthe isks ascatie-
red army in a defensive role is faced with,
The LTTE will then come into its own and
impose heavy alirition on the army, lea-
ding to the expecled response of more
operations and resultant civilian casual-
ties. The Sri Lankan govemnment will then
face a long drawn occupation of the nor-
themn areas and the added burden of
human rights and international eppro-
briurm.

During its peace keeping efforts in the
area, India had to use upwards of four
army divisions and para military forces. Sri
Lanka will perhaps nesd more, and over
many more years. lis costs would be
heavier in military terms, and incalculable
in political terms, The LTTE would targst
not only the army in the Northern areas,
but also the civilians in mainland Sri
Lanka. The Sr Lankan military option
would also exacerbate the Tamil refugees
problem in the southem Indian states.
This gloomy scenariomay change drama-
tically, if the LTTE supremo is removed
from the scene by a chance combat
action, or, through an intemal coup.
Unfortunately democracies do not nor-
mally have such luck.

(SAPRA INDIA Monthly Bulietin)



Sri Lanka’s distant refugees

he Clinton administration, the

MNATO allies and the United MNations
have made strenuous efforts to provide
humanitarian assistance to the victims of
the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia and
to foster a negotiated peace among the
warnng parties. These efforls were justi-
fied not only on ethical graunds, but also
because of the demonstration effect that
can be expected from successiul peace-
making or protracted war in the Balkans.

But even if international exertions for
peace in the Balkans succeed, the prece-
dent will be wasted unless the peacema-
kers demonstrate that their work is not
dictated by a double standard.

On the idyllic island of Sri Lanka today,

a reporied half-million Tamil refugees are
fleging troops of the cantral government,
homeless and exposed to monsoan rains,
falling sick and dying from disease. The
Sr Lankan govemment of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga has insisted that
it be the entity to distribute international
humanitarian aid, complaining that non
govermnmental organisations have permit-
ted relief supplies to benefit the seces-
sionist Tamil movement known as the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Since most of the refugees who fled the
govemment forces closing in on the nor-
thern city of Jafina are now in territary
controlled by the Tigers, relief supplies
channeled through the government could
not help those in need, whatever the
intentions of the government.

Because the warzone has been closed
to reporters and cameras, the human
calamity visited upon the Tamils has be-
come a tree falling unheard in the forest.
Yet theirsuffering in as grievous as that
of refugees in the former Yugoslavia,

For the sake of a single human stan-
dard, the United Stales and other gov-
emments should insist that humanitarian
aid to refugees be delivered underinterna-
tional supervision. There is also a need
for outside parties willing to help broker
a ceasefire and a negotiated peace be-
tween the Tamil minority and the Sri
Lankan govemment. As in Bosnia,
millions of civilians must be saved from
the madness of their leaders.

(Boston Globs)

JAFFNA SETBACK

Michael Drudge /1104)

Serious or Temporary

The Sri Lankan governmeni is waging a propa-
ganda war to complement its military offensive
against Tamil separatist guerrillas. Corres-
pondent Michael Drudge reports from Colombo
that truth has become one of the war’s vietims.

Text: Media observers say Sri Lankan govemment
television has begun resorting to disinformation in its
reporting on the war against Tamil Tiger guerrillas,

A government television news broadcasl Monday
guoted Tamil Tiger commander Velupillai Prabhakaran
saying the military takeaver of the northern Jaffna penin-
sula was a serious selback for the rebel movement.

In truth, commander Prabhakaran called the iuss of =

Jaffna only a temporary setback,
The government newscast said commander Prabha-

“karan's reference to peace negotiations was a sign of.

Tamil Tiger weakness. In reality, ha simply rejected any
- negotiations as long as the army occupies Jafina.

The broadcastalso said commander Frabhakaran had
been interviewed by tha Tamil language service of the
British Broadeasting Corporation. Actually, he had given
a speech on rebel radio and a copy of the text had been
sent to the BBC.

Observers say the television newscast was hl.lt the
latest instance of govemment media officials hedging the

truth.

The military press office on Saturday issued a slate-
ment that the Tamil Tigers had used gas on troops,
implying it was a chemical weapaons allack. Only later
did military sources admit the gas in question had been
tear gas.

The government continues to ban reporlers from the
northem war zone. The State Information Depariment
hads out video and slill photographs produced by the
Sri Lankan army. Information is provided by fax. E

The government is also forbidding reporters to visit
camps where hundreds of thousands of civilians have
fled 1o escape the fighting. HE :

Sri Lankan media are subject to military censorship:
The lecal cable operator even blacks out stories about
Sri Lanka that appear on foreign television news
channels. ;

Lucien Rajakarunanayake is a prominent Sri Lankan
journalist and member of the free media mcwemenL He
thinks the government faces a credibility gap ; 2

| think there is a major credibility gap as aresult of
censorship about the problem of refugees or displa-
ced persons as the government officials would like:
to call them. One does not know how they are being

fed, one does not know how they are being sheltered,

20 as a rezult of censorship, that essential truth.
doesn't come to the people and that is very much
part of war.




The Indian Mediation Moves

Humayun Kahir

. P. Venkateswaran, India's new

Foreign Secretary, endeavoured in
early 1986 to redefine the Delhi Accord
in favour of the Tamils. However, soon
the mediatory role of India underwent a
change as the Indian side started nego-
tiating with the Sri Lankan govemment
virtually on behalf of the Tamil minority
of the island. Alse, this role was upgra-
ded with the involvement of India’s politi-
cians in the peace process. P. Chidam-
baram, India’s Minister of State for
Personnel, and Natwar Singh, the Mini-
ster of State for External Affairs, were
sent to Colombo three times in 1986 in
an effort to persuade the S Lankan
government to meet some of the Tamil
demands by moving beyond the Delhi
Accord. But the sticking point was the
LTTE demand for the creaticn of a Tamil
ethno-region by merging the Eastern
province with the Northern, During the
second SAARC summit at the ldian city
of Bangalore in November 1986 there
were efforis to break the deadlock.
These efforts were conlinued by the two
Indian Ministers during the last of their
three visits to Colombo on 17-19 De-
cember 1986. They proposed a formula
which envisaged carving a Tamil lingui-
stic entity out of the existing Eastern
province, enhancing the Tamils' paolitical
strength. This was to be done by exci-
sing the Sinhala-dominated Amparai
electorate from the Eastern province.
According to this proposal, which came
to be known as the 18 December propo-
sal, the demographic pattern of the east
would change the percentage repre-
sentation of Tamils 42, Muslims 33 and
Sinhalese 25 to Tamils 48, Muslims 37
and Sinhalese 14."* President Jaye-
wardene agreed to this proposal. Butin
the face of reservations of some of his
colleagues in the Cabinat and the ruling
UNP as well as stiff opposition from the
SLFP and the Buddhist clergy he was
forced to renege on it.

]

What was remarkable in the whole
process of mediation was that India
always put pressure on the Sri Lankan
government to progressively give
ground to accommodating Tamil de-
mands while never doing the same on
the Tamil side. This had at least two
effects on the Sinhala mind. The first
was the impression that India was not
an impariial mediator as its position
appeared to be favouring the Sri Lanka
Tamils, and the second was that since
India never attempted to know the bot-
tom line of the Tamil, particulary LTTE,
position, the latter never budged from
its maximalist demand for Eelam.

While playing the role of a mediator,
India also resorted to pressure tactics
that were brought to bear upon the
govermment of Sri Lanka.™ This took
the form of covert intervention or 'desta-
bilisation through surrogates’, and of
exerling pressure on Sr Lanka at the
international level. India gave sanctuary,
arms, training and financial succour to
Tamil rebels who waged their secessio-
nist war against the state of Sri Lanka.
Frime Minister Ranasinghe Premadasa
accused India in 1984 of interfering in
Sri Lanka's internal affairs and preven-
ting his country from finding a solution
for its ethnic unrest.'™ President Jaye-
wardene complained about India provi-
ding arms to the Tamil rebels.”* In a
protest note to Indla, to government of
Sri Lanka averred: “... Itis equally well-
known that such terrorist challenge
stems from a movement which has logi-
stical, training and operational base faci-
lities, propagandist mechanisms and a
sanctuary in the territory of the state of
Tamil Nadu™.'*' Although the Indian
authorities had always denied the exis-
tence of such rebel camps and arms
training, "*2ithad been common knowle-
dge then as well asitis now'* that India
did keep these as a policy option in order
to exercise control overthe Tamil rebels.

{To be Conlfnuwed)
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India and the Ethnic Crisis in Sri Lanka

Bipattaran Ghosh

thno-political problems  often  get

aggravated when externalised. Exltra-
regional linkages of ethnic groups make
the problem more complicated by bringing
the outside elements in the vortex of what
could otherwise be regarded as an intar-
nal affair of a state. Though interstate
elhnopolitical tensions are not difficult to
come by elsewhere, ‘South Asia which is
a intricate kaleidoscope of ethno-political
groups creating one of the maosl complex
webs of inter ethnic interactions in the
world',! offers a typical example of a re-
gion afflicted with such crises. In the case
of Sri Lanka the crisis was generated out
of the Tamil discontent and the resultant
secessionist movement, By the ireny of
circumstances, India, was castin the role
of a mediator in the conflict between the
Tamils and the Sinhalese in Sri Lanka.
The object of the present paper is lo
analyse this role of India taking into consi-
deration differentaspects of the issue, i.e.,
why and how India got entangled with the
problem and how she responded to this
mediating responsibility and with' what
measure of success.

Sri Lanka (until 1972 known as Ceylon)
has been a multiracial, multi-religious and
multi-lingual ‘plural society'® The two
major communities — the Sinhalese and
the Tamils — inspita of a long history of
coexisience failed in developing any culiu-
ral fusion. This has seriously impeded the
nation building process. During British rule
the Tamils enjoyed preponderance, parti-
cularly in the senvice seclor, education,
professions and the economy. This pre-
ponderance was disproportionate to their
numerical strength, thanks to the cunning
British policy of ‘divide and rule’. The
frustration of the majority Sinhalese com-
munity found expression after indepen-
dence in the assertion of the claim o their
rightful place’. By making use of their
numerical superiority they aimed at esta-
blishing their dominance in economic and
political matters. As has been pointed out
by A. Haroon Akram-Lodhi. "The demo-
cratic instrument of majority nule was thus
translating a cultural plurality into the he-
gemany of one group™.® Attempls were
made lo portray Sri Lankan nationalism

The aulhor iz Header i FPollical Sclence,
The Universily of Surnowan, West Bengal noia.

as coterminous with the majority Sinhale-
se Buddhist community. Even the secular
and progressive elements of the Sinhale-
se community had ultimately toyieldto the
fanalics resulting in the marginalisation of
the significant minarity Tamil community
and reinforcing the alienation of iis
psyche.

Tha Sinhalese Buddhist drive for hege-
mony was revealed in the wake of inde-
pendence in passing the cilizenship and
disenfranchisement laws of 1948-49
which virtually rendered a large number
of the Indian Tamils (also known as the
plantation Tamils whose ancestors had
been brought by the British in the 18th
century from South India as |labourers to
work on the coffee and thatea plantations)
slateless and denied them voting rights.
It was followed by declaring Sinhalese as
the State language and conferring spacial
status on Buddhism, The Tamil demand
for greater regional autonomy and devolu-
tion of power failed to evoke favourable
response from the Sinhalese ruling elite.
On the contrary measures were laken lo
alter the demographic composition of the
northern and eastern parts of the island
by making arrangements for the selile-
ment of non-Tamils in thesa regions which
had traditionally been regarded as the
natural habitat of the Tamils. The merit-ba-
sed admission pelicy in the educational
institutions, particularly in professional
courses, was replaced by a system of
weightage in favour of the Sinhalese stu-
denls and a quota system much to the
detriment of the interests of the Tamils.
The Tamils, who used lo occupy large
chunk of the government employment,
were removed from their position of ad-
vantage.® The cumulative result of all
these and other discriminatory measures
was lhe generation of a slrong sense of
deprivationin the mind of the Tamils. Thay
began to feel that theirjustdemands were
being deliberately ignored and that their
concem for their own community was
treated as parochial while the same of the
Sinhalese was hailed as patrotic. The
Tamils demanded the removal of the
discriminatory measures and carred on
movements  through  constitutional
means. The rezponse of the Sinhalese
community to all these was one of outright
rejection of whit! the Tamils censidered

their just demands. It progressivaly har-
dened the attitude of the Tamils, As the
moderate leaders failed lo realise the just
demands of the Tamil community, the
radical Tamil elemeants ultimately declared
that their aspirations could be achieved
only in a separate sovereign indepandent
homeland in the island and they waged
an armed struggle for its achievemeant.
The too late too little concessions granted
by the Government of Sri Lanka failed to
biring back the discontented Tamil radical
leadership to the main-stream. Thus, the
Sri Lankan political system was thrown in
a legitimacy crisis and the country was
plunged into protracted civil war.

The ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka offers a
classic case where the ideology of ‘nation-
hood' cantrived by the dominant groups
and the ideology of ‘independence’ held
by the lesser groups eventually seek
extra-constitutional and extra-territorial
remedies.® The Government of Sri Lanka,
largely dominated by the Sinhalese, the
champions of Sr Lankan nationalism, are
used lo have recourse to extra-constitutio-
nal measures to tackle the crisis genera-
ted by Tamil discontent, while the Tamils
often looked at India for support in their
struggle for a separate homeland. How-
ever, India had all along considered the
ethnic issue essenlially an intemal pro-
blem of Sn Lanka. Of course, she had got
to be involved in the matters of the planta-
tion Tamils ef Sr Lanka and she conclu-
ded three pacts (Mehru-Kotelawala Pact
of 1954, Shastr-Sirmavo Pact of 1964
and Indira-Siimavo Agreement of 1974).
But these pacts did notinvolve the ethnic
Tamils of Sri Lanka nor were they related
to a conflict situation. Even though the
ethnic riots involving the Sinhalese and
the Sr Lanka Tamils had taken place at
regular intervals since 1965 India did not
go beyond issuing a customary statement
expressing its concern.® During the Jana-
ta rule Prime Minister Marari Desai, under
the pressure of domesltic public opinion,
had sent Mr. S.A. Chidambaram to Sri
Lanka to study the situation afler a riot
broke out there in 1977. However, it was
reported by tha emissary that the riot was
merely an intemnal disturbance of Sri
Lanka and did nol have an anli-India
tenor. It helped relaxing the tension be-
tween the two countries. Anyway, it was



in the wake of the July 1983 riot” when
the Sinhalese wrath fell upon both the
ethnic and plantation Tamils and the erisis
was intemationalized that India became
directly involved in the controversy. ltwas
parlly the failure of Sri Lanka to salve the
ethnic problem within natienal polity that
finally brought India into the picture ®

The riot that followed the killing of thir-
teen Sinhalese soldiers by the Tamil
extremists in 1983 exposed the helplass-
ness of the defenceless Tamil civilians
and the inability (and perhaps lack of
sincere effors as well) of the government
to protect the life and property of the
Tamils. Behind this anti-Tamil program
the hand of the government itself was not
very much concealed.® Pressures were
mounted on the Government of India not
to remain indifferent to the plight of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka and the measures
recommended ranged from reminding the
Govemnment of Sr Lanka of its obligation
to protect the life and propery of the
minerity community to a Cyprus-like solu-
tion' of the problem of Bangladesh-type
intervention by India.""

India asserted that she had a stake in
the ethnic problemin SriLanka, thatit was
no longer absclutely an intemal problem
of the island country, and that it was a
malter of concemn for bath India and Sri
Lanka, Smt. Indira Gandhi told President
Jayawardene in 1983 that India could not
be regarded as just another country'.'? In
India's perception she has legitimate rea-
sons la be concemed about what hap-
pens in Sri Lanka as “history records the
closesl ethnic, religious, linguistic and cul-
tural links"'* between the two countries.
Besides, an inevitable fall-outofthe ethnic
crisis in Sri Lanka is the influx of a large
number of Tamil refugees in India thereby
crealing socio-political problems and
imposing a heavy burden on her already
overburdened econgmy.

Further, the geo-palitical realities of the
South-Asian region envisaged a promi-
nent role for India particulady after the
dismemberment of Pakistan in the early
sevenlies. Her acknowledged pivatal ro-
le™ made the regional security, in her
perception, an Indian concern and she ex-
pected that the neighbouring countries
should adjust their security concems fo
the larger context of the security of the
Indian subcontinent of which India was
practically the sale custodian. '® This view,
which eama to be known as India's Mon-
roe Doclrine, thus emphasized the con-
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cept of sirategic unity of South Asia which
considered SriLanka to be an organic part
of India’s defence calculations. India's
perception was that "as long as Sri Lanka
is friendly or neutral India has nothing to
worry about but if there be any danger of
the island falling under the domination of
d power hostile to India, India cannot
tolerate such a situation endangering her
territorial integrity™.®

Some initiatives taken by the Govemn-
ment of Sri Lanka also sent adverse
signals to the policy makers in the South
Block about the intention of that country.
Thus, in modification of an eadier decision
the Sri Lankan Government, which came
to power following the election held In
1877, lifted the ban on the fareign naval
vessels calling at Trincomales and signed
an agreement lo provide rest and recrea-
tion facilities to the US military personnel
there'”. India was concerned that Trinco-
malea should not be in the hands of any
of her adversaries. Aware of the interests
of the big powers in having a foothold in
the Indian ocean she considered this
action of the Government of Sri Lanka as
a serious threat to her vilal national inte-
rest. Again, in 1981 the Government of
Sri Lanka decided to lease out cil storage
tanks at Trincomalee to a western consor-
tium. It aroused suspicions of India that
American warships would gain access to
such facilities and that Sri Lanka was
getling increasingly enmeshed in the US
sirategic initiatives in the Indian Ocean.'®
Moreover, when Sri Lanka expanded the
existing broadeasting facilities enjoyed by
the Voice of America by an agreement of
1883, India apprehendead that these facili-
ties might be used for acquiring and trans-
mitting strategic information and military
communications. Other moves of the Go-
vernment of Sr Lanka which had hurt
Indian feelings included the requisition of
the services of the Mossad {Israeli Intelli-
gence Agency), hiring out the mercena-
ries from the British commando organiza-
tion Keeny Meany Services, taking help
from Pakistan to train the special task-for-
ce and purchasing military hardware fram
Pakistan, South Africa, China and South
Korea in addition to what could be bought
in the intemational arms market. Expres-
sing its reseniment the Govemment of
India declared, "We totally disapprove of
it and take a serious view of the matter”.’®
She dropped a hint to the effect that Sri
Lanka would be risking a conflict with India
if her arms shopping spree was purported
to deal with the Tamil insurgents. In fact,
she did not want that any of her small

neighbours should build up large arsenals
or establish military relationships with
other powers. Reacting to Sr Lanka's
frantic effort to enrich her arsenal India
cautioned other states that “granting of
military assistance would be regarded by
Delhi as an action unfriendly towards
India® ="

India's policy towards Sri Lanka offers
an example of how domestic political com-
pulsions influgnce the formulation and
conduct of foreign policy, the phenome-
non which had been identified as ‘linkage
politics’ by James Rosenau.®! The Tamils
of South India and those of SriLankahave
close affinity among themselves. The
emotional attachment of the Tamils in
India with their Sr Lankan brethren re-
mains a reality which can hardly be igno-
red.* It has added an internal compulsion
forthe Governmentof India to getinvolved
in what is technically an internal problem
of Sri Lanka, thus giving it an exlernal
dimension. In fact, different regional par-
ties of Tamils Madu vied with each othar
for championing the cause of the SriLan-
kan Tamils and “for acceplance in their
own slate as patrons of the Tamil cause
in Sri Lanka".*® Naturally they would put
prassure on the Governmen of India to
come to the rescue of the Si Lankan
Tamils whenever the latter would fall vic-
lim to the Sinhalese outrage. And, as has
been aptly stated by Pervaiz Igbal Chee-
ma, “with emotions running rather high in
Tamil Nadu over alleged Sri Lanka's han-
dling of ethnic crisis, it is not easy for any
Indian decision maker to ignore the inten-
sity of feelings in Tamil Nadu” 2* It became
evident particularly after the holocaust of
1983. The Indian Nalional Congress led
by Prime Minister Indira Gandhl had fared
badly in the election of January 1983 in
the southern states of Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka.

One might perhaps mention another
factor. After all relations between coun-
tries, inspite of being based on objective
perception of what is called national inte-
rest, have a subjective dimansion where
personal equations of elites possibly
came to play a role. This element can be
more perceived than measured. It was
noticed that Indo-Sri Lankan relations suf-
fered a relative setback when Kotelawala
and Nehru were in the helm of affairs in
their respective countries. The intensity of
their differences was attributed by some
observers to their personal incompatibility
with each other rather than to the clash
of interests between the two countries.s



The situation underwent a dramatic
change when S.W.R.D. Bandarnaike,
who had avery warm and friendly relation-
ship with Nehru, came to power in 1956.
Improved relations at the personal level
between Mrs. Siimava Bandamaike and
Mrs. Indira Gandhi also helped smoothen
many rough edges of Indo-Sri Lankan
relations. Similarly Mr. Meorarji Desal and
Mr. J.R. Jayawardene could build up a
warm personal rapport the reflection of
which was noticed in the improvad bilate-
ral relations.

Anyway, India willy nilly had to be en-
tangled in the ethnic conflictin Sri Lanka.
She had delicate task ahead of her. First,
she had to ensure that the just demands
of the Tamils were nat ignored and that
they could live in the island with dignity,
equal rights and privileges with the Sinha-
lese community and that their cultural
identity was not threatened. This was
consistent with her traditional policy of
supporting the cause of the oppressed
minarities, demaocracy and human rghts,
Secondly, India had toassure the Sinhale-
se community that she was not at all
interasted in the dismemberment of the
country. Actually India had reasons notto
be interested in the formation of a sove-
reign independent Tamil State in the
island because further division of a small
country like Sri Lanka would go against
the spirit of times.*® There was also doubt
about the viability of the contemplated
state for the Tamils, Geopolitically also it
was in India's interest to ensure thal the
unity. integrity and political independence
of Sri Lanka was preserved and that she
pursued a nonaligned foreign policy. Rei-
terating India’s stand that she did not
believe in separatism Mr. Khurshid Alam
Khan, the Minister of State for External
Alffairs, stated in the Lok Sabha an 29th
April 1985 that India has an abiding inte-
rastin maintaining the savereignty, integri-
ty and unity of Sri Lanka.*

Thirdly, the Government of India had a
compulsion arising outof domestic politics
to convince the Tamils of India that it was
not indifferent to the suflerings of the
Tamils of Sr Lanka and that she was
eager to see that they got their rightiul
place In the island counliry. Finally, she
had to satisfy herself that the strategic
interests and her preaminence and pivotal
positionin the region were not threatened.

It is in the light of these objectives that
India's role in ‘solving the ticklish ethnic
problem of Sri Lanka has to be judged.

As it has already been pointed out, India
did not directly entangle herself in the
problem until 1983. So she urged upon
the Government of S Lanka “for accom-
modation of legitimate Tamil grisvances
within the framework of Sri Lanka’sintegri-
ty and unity”.*® She contended that it was
a political problem and that only a determi-
ned pursuit of the political process of
consultations and mutual accommaodation
could lead to a constructive solution.*® On
her part also she attempted a peaceful
and negotiated settlement through quiet
and sincera mediatory efforts. She pre-
ferred to play the role of a broker and a
catalyst.™

India's mediatory efforis were not initi-
ally well received by Sri Lanka. Sha consi-
dered India’s action as an unjust interfer-
ence in her internal affairs. India was also
accused of pursuing a dual role of a
mediator and at the same time fomerting
the ethnic trouble by providing moeney,
malerials, shelter and fraining facilities to
tha Tamil insurgents on her scil. Though
the Govermment of India repeatedly
denied this allagation, it failed to convince
Colombo. Padicularly the provincial gov-
emment of Tamil Nadu led by Mr. M.G.
Hamchandran openly sympathized with
the Tamil secessionists of Sr Lanka and
the Union Government of India tumed a
Melson's eye. India’s air dropping of esse-
ntial commodities for the besieged Tamil
people of Jaffna peninsula in 1986 in the
wake of Sri Lanka's refusal to allow the
Indian fotilla with such items to enterinto
her territorial sea was condemned by Sri
Lanka as a flagrant violation of her sove-
reignty and a naked exhibition of muscle
power by the regional superpower.

However, ultimately Sr Lanka had to
acknowledge that India had a serious
stake and an inescapable role to play and
thatwithout active cooperation of India the
hape of solving the ethnic problem would
be totally unrealistic. Colomba had to
realise the impracticability of a military
solution of the problem and her belated
understanding that Indian mediation was
necessary to persuade the radical Tamil
groups to come to the table of negotiation
induced her to welcome India as a media-
tor. International public opinion also stres-
sed India's indispensability for solving the
ethnic conflict and the \Western powers
advised Sr Lanka 'to work through
India’ 3" Perhaps the failure of the Gove-
mment of Sri Lanka to enlist substantial
external assistance and her own internal
compulsions also hastened the volle face

in her policy towards India. It resulted in
the signing of the Indo-Sn Lanka Agrae-
menl lo Establish Peace and Narmaley in
Sri Lanka between President Jayawarde-
ne and Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhiin July
1987.

The Accord brought about a funda-
mental ehange in the role of India in the
ethnic problem of Sn Lanka from a media-
tor or catalyst to an active participant or
a third party to the confiict. This kind of
mediatory role was being played by India
since 1983. The sending of Fareign Mini-
ster P.V. Marasimha Rao and the Chair-
man of the Paolicy planning Commitiee of
the Ministry of External Affairs, Mr. G,
Parthasarathi, by Mrs. Indira Gandhi in
1983 to Sr Lanka, arranging a dialogue
between the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) leader A. Amrithalingam and Hac-
tor Jayawardene, the emissary and lhe
brother of President J.R. Jayawardene, in
1983, playing a crucial role in organizing
a meeting between the emissary of the
Government of Sri Lanka and differant
Tamil radical groups in Thimpu in 1985,
the sending of the Minister of State far
Extemal affairs Mr. K. Natwar Singh, Mini-
ster of State for Home Mr. P. Chidamba-
ram and the Foreign Secretary Mr. Ro-
mesh Bhandari by Mr. Rajiv Gandhi to
Colombo for talks with the Govemment of
Sri Lanka in 1986 are just a few of many
such atternpts by India to promote anego-
tiated settlement of this vexed problem.

The new role in which India was cast
in terms of the Accord of 1987 was a novel
one in moderm history in the sense that
the government of a sovereign indepen-
dent country invited an outside power 1o
deal with the insurgency of a section of
her own population. Howaver, her
intervention-on-invitation, instead of sol-
ving the problerm, made it more complica-
ted. It failed to win the approval of bath
the Sinhalese and the Tamils.*

There was nothing to be surprised that
change of government in Sr Lanka aiter
the election in late 1988 made the pre-
sence of the IPKF mare difficult. The new
Prasident Premadasa declared that ‘the
domestic conflict with the Tamil citizens
could be resolved ...without any outside
interference’.® And if one relates the
killing of Rajiv Gandhi with India's invalve-
ment in the Sr Lankan imbroglio it would
appear that the price she had lo pay has
been encrmous.

India ultimately had to withdraw her



forces fram Sri Lanka even before the
implementation of all the provisions of the
Accord (the withdrawal was complated on
March 24, 1990), though a face saving
announcement was made that the abjecti-
ves of sending the IPKF had been largely
fulfilled. After her withdrawal things are
backtoasquare one. Itis now afree-for-all
situation, the LTTE continuing its protrac-
ted armed struggle for a separate home-
land and the Government of Sr Lanka
equally determined to thwart such attempt
and maintain the unity and integrity of the
country. ™

Perhaps it would not be of place to
mention here that the tragic assassination
of Rajiv Gandhi in 1991 allegedly by the
LTTE activists has eaused considerable
erosion of the support base of the Sni
Lankan Tamil secessionistin South India.
It has somewhal reduced the compulsion
of New Delhi to be involved in the affairs
of her southern neighbour. Prime Minister
P.V. Narasimha Rao also assured the
new government of Sri Lanka led by Ms.
Chandrika Kumarunga that India consi-
ders the ethnic problem of Sri Lanka as
her domestic problem and that Indian
good offices were available, if required.®

Anyway, a close look at the balance-
sheel of India's involvement in the ethnic
crisis of Srilanka would reveal thatindia's
paricipatory role was less successiulthan
her mediatory rale.
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Human Rights According to the West

The Western agenda for the 21st century is going to be human rights — but that only means
political and civic rights, as these have evolved within Western society. Excluded are economic
rights (which would infringe the fundamental tenets of /a/ssez-/a/repolitical economy), social rights,
cultural rights and collective rights.

Jeremy Seabrook

£ emocracy’, even in the Waest,

Dhas become the management of
organised impotence, the art of recon-
ciling people to an unchosen desliny.
Underlying a commitment to plurality, di-
versity and tolerance there is to be no
other economic system than that which
already exists — a distant refleclion of the
Old Testament injunction that thou shalt
have no other God but me.

The capacity for manipulation even of
the most sophisticated electorates in the
world was seen in Italy in 1994, when
Berlusconi's Forza /alia, conjured forth,
a phantom of the meadia, could come ram
nowhere to form a government of renewal.
In the United States less than half the
people vote because a majonity perceives
demoecracy and palitics as mere disputes
between members of the possessing
classes. When this model, the acme of
human self-governance, is exportedtothe
rest of the world, some aven slranger
mutations are bound o oceur.

When democracy becomes devoted to
the maintenance of the exisling struclures
of power, the first casualty is, naturally,
freedom: for withaut freedom o imagine,
to dare to conceive alternatives — inclu-
ding also alternalive ways of answering
human need — then what exactly is the
nature of the freedom of which democracy
is supposed to be defender and guar-
antor?

Itisclearthat something called ‘freedem
of choice’ has been offered to the people
of the West as a consolation prize for their
lost liberties: they can choose anything
they like as long as it exists within the
global supermarket towhich their privilege
grants them access. To have lraded a
varsion of aflluence against freedom is a
bargain on which the people of the West
have lhemselves yet to declare their
verdict.

The global market has become the
cosmos: and outside of its stifling embra-

Tha writer /s & freslance joumalst dand author
basad in London.

ce, nothing exists, or may be allowed to
exist. This is the essence of the violence
of development. Even the global drug
barans, with their secretive private armies,
who paradoxically exermplify the workings
of the market most ransparently, are less
of a threat to this model of development
than indigenous peoples, tibal and
forest-dwellers, fishing communities and
women who know that not everything can
be bought and sold, and who know how
o live in peace within the conslraints of
the resource-base they have.

To sel 'freedom to choose® at the heart
of our culture, and to deny the possibility
of choosing any other way of being in the
world is a denial of the ‘pluralism’ and
‘diversity’ to which the West asseris its
devotion: these are evidenily mere oma-
ments, decorations on the surface of an
increasingly showy, image-conscious,
appearance-manipulating culture.

It iz the same with all the new words
that have been assimilated efforilessly
inta the rhatoric, ‘Empowerment’, for ins-
tance, means the conceding of autonomy
without the resources to make it effective;
‘decentralisation’ likewise is the setting up
of lower tiers of administrative control
whose capacity for action is cancelled by
the vast centralising lendencies of multi-
nalional companies, and growing concen-
trations of wealth and powerin the world.

Indeed, the words often mean precisaly
the opposite of what they say: ‘Resource’
comes lo indicate, not the exhaustible
treasures of lhe earth, but maney; ‘inda-
pendence’ describes the growing depan-
dence of human beings onmaney and the
market; ‘efficiency’ means anaccelarating
melt-down of nature into commodities;
‘maintaining our way of life’ stands for the
conservation of privilege; ‘sustainability’
was swiftly absorbed, and in the process,
came to mean, notthe secure husbanding
of the fruits of the earth in perpetuity, but
keeping intact the presenl [nequitable
system. 'Community’ is a neighbourhood
of strangers; ‘participation’ is the art of
gaining popular acquigscence to the inevi-
lable.

Before we can even begin to discuss
the realities of the West within the global
system of domination, we have to am
ourselves with a dictionary of Bullshit that
will help us unpick the hiddan meanings,
to interpret a language whose meaning
has all the clarity of the Kabbala.

It is clear that the Western agenda for
the 21st cantury is going to be Human
Rights. Here is another partial and one-
sided story. Forit means paolilical and civic
rights, as these have evolved within
Western socisty, and which gives the
Westa moral ight to castigate all depariu-
res from their own high standards, which
are, of course, universal.

This version of human rights cannot
concede economic rights because this
would infringe the fundamental tenets of
/aissaz-fairepolitical {j.e the objections are
ideological) Social ights cannotbe ackno-
wledged, nar the right to be a fully pariici-
pating member of society, not even the
right ta life; so that the children of those
milions of women each year who give
birth bestride a grave, perish before their
political and civic rights can ever be called
into guestion.

Cultural rights do not exist for indige-
nous people to whose land the market
aconomy now lays prior claim; collective
rights are of little worth in a system that
prizes ‘the individual' so highly, an indivi-
dual who must act out her or his lonely
destiny for ever in the guise of customer,
consumer, client or punter in the jungle
of commaodities in which we must now
make our home.

The first task, then, is to strip away the
hypoerisy and confusion that makes politi-
cal argument so opague and impenatra-
ble, and drives the will to change into a
tangle of contradiction and impotence.

Once this has been done, it is possible
to see more clearly how the institutions
of dominance, set up and controlled by
the G-7, the most powerlul industrial
nations, actually function.

— Third W Netwark
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G77 and NAM joint proposal for debt settlement
meets stiff north resistance

A proposal by the South for a once-and-for-all arrangement to settle the debt problem of
the developing countries has met with opposition from the North.

Martin Khor

he MNon-Aligned Movement (NAM),

the Group of 77 and China have pro-
duced a joint resolution in the United
Mations calling for a once-and-for-all ar-
rangementto settle the long-standing debt
prablem faced by developing countries.

The NAM-G77 resclution, which was
tabled in MNovember at the General
Assembly's Second Committee, is facing
resistance by many Northern govemn-
ments.

The joint resclution, submitied by Alge-
ria (on behalf of G77 member states and
China) and Indonesia (on behali of NAM
member states), contains the most com-
prehensive propoasals collectively put
forward by countries of the South to re-
solve their on-going extemnal debt crisis.

It calls for a cnce-and-for-all approach
to resolving the debt problem, including
(for the first time) a reduction in multilateral
debt, and the cancellation of all bilateral
debts of African and least developed
countries.

The resclution, entitled 'Enhanced in-
temational cooperation towards a durable
solution to the external debl problem of
developing counfries’ (document
AIC.2/458/L.12 daled 7 November), has a
20-point set of proposals and comments.

The boldest and most important of
these appears to be peint 15, proposing
that the General Assembly 'calls upon the
international community, including the
international financial institutions to explo-
re ways af implementing additional and
innovative measures to apply once-
and-for-all arrangement, including sub-

The author s diregiorof the Thid Won'd Matwork,
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stantial, debt-reduction palicles to all cate-
gories of debt of the developing countries,
including multilateral debt, to enable them
to achieve sustained economic growth
and developmentwithoutfallinginto anew
debt crisis’.

This resolution backs up an earier point
in the preamble, that ‘stressed the impor-
tance of alleviating the onerous debt and
debt-service burdens connected with all
types of debt, including multilateral debt,
taking into account the urgent need for a
once-and-for-all arrangement within the
framework of an eguilable and durable
approach’.

The reseclution (in point 7) also wel-
comes the write-off by cerlain donors of
a significant part of the bilateral official
debt of the least developed countries. It
then 'urges those countries that have not
yet done so to follow suit and, whenever
possible, to cancel all bilateral debts of the
African countries and the least developed
countries’.

Otherresolutionsinclude thatthe Gene-
ral Assembly:

» Recognises the need to tackle the
problem of multilateral debt of develo-
ping countries while enabling en-
hanced concessional flows through
multilateral financial institutions;

s Callsuponprivate creditars, especially
commercial banks, to expand initiali-
ves fo tackle the commercial debt
problem of lzast developed, low- and
middle-income developing countries;

e Calls ondonorcountries and multilate-
ral financial institutions to consider
new measures for substantial debt
relief of low-Income countries;

s Calls upon donor countries, multilate-
ral financial institutions and commer-
cial banks to consider appropriate
measures for substantial debt relief of
middle-income countries.

The resolution also calls on the UN
Secretary General to designate a high-
level body or personalities to follow up on
the move lowards a ‘comprehensive
approach’ fo the debt problem and to give
a progressreporitothe General Assembly
in the first quarier of 1985,

The resclution follows up on the Mini-
sterial Meeling of Non-Aligned Countries
on Debt and Development, heldin Jakaria
in August, which had approved of a NAM
expert group report recommending a
once-and-for-all approach lo debt seftle-
ment. The report had also emphasised the
need for action on all types of debt, that
is, commercial, official, bilateral, and multi-
lateral.

In particular, it noted that whilst there
had been debt relief action on commercial
and bilateral debt, there had so far been
none on multilateral debt. It had therefore
urged that multilateral financial institutions
be asked to take debt relief measures on
debts owing to them.

The drait G77-MNAM resolution, which
was formally introduced at the Second
Commitiee on 6 November, is now being
considered in informal consultations
under the chairmanship of the Nether-
lands, which is the Commilleg’s vice-
chair.

Atthefirstreading of the draft resolution,
the representative of Germany, on behalf
of the European Union and supporled by



the United States and Japan, presented
a series of amendments. These ameand-
ments focused especially on the once-
and-for-all arrangement for setfling the
debt of developing countries, the reduc-
tion of all types of debt (including multila-
teral debt) and the cancellation of debt of
the poorest countries and other least de-
veloped countries, padiculardy in Africa.

The Northem countries made it clear
they were not able to accept such propo-
sals and asked that they be deleled from
the draft resolution. Their representalives
said that it was not clear what was meant
by a ‘once-and-for-all arrangement’.,

Moreaver, the raduction of multilateral
debt would only jeopardise the creditwor-
thiness of the multilateral financial institu-
tions vis-a-vis the marker, and the reduc-
tion of all types of debt was not feasible,
not was debt cancellation acceptable.

Representatives of NAM and the G77
were not able to accept these arguments.
ANAM delegate told Third Warld Network:
‘As we sea it, the creditworthinass of the
mullilateral financial institutions will not
necessarily be jeopardised by the propo-
sed reduclion of multilateral debt stock,
as a number of measures can in fact be
arranged to avoid such a possibility’.

The report of NAM's Advisory Group
on Debt has in fact mentioned a number
of measures that could be taken by the
mullilateral financial institutions, should
they agree to consider reducing the debt
stock of developing countries, particularly
the poorest and the LDCs'.

The debate iz continuing at the Second
Commiliee. The key issue to be resalved
is the need for reduction of all types of
debt, especially multilateral debt. NAM
sources say they will try to find altemative
and more acceptable wording to convey
the same concept of the proposal for a
‘once-and-for-all arrangement’.

— Thirad Waond Network

CORRESPONDENCE

Prabhakaran’s Retreat

do not want to spoil the pary

line you have presenied that LTTE
received a drubbing in the recent military
offensive in Jaffna (LG, Nov. 15). Since
one of the mission statements of the LG
is to present the ‘other view’, allow me to
the devil's advocate. Why is it that when
the Army hits Jaffna with missiles and
bombs, the suffering of commoners is cast
aside as 'collateral damage'inthe interna-
tional press release, bul when the LTTE
retaliates in the East or in Colombo, the
attack is called a “terror campaign” and
Prabhakaran is projected as a "blood-
thirsty™ Dracula? (vide, your co-authored
report with Tony Cliftan in Mewsiveek
Mav. 13). |s it because the definition of
terror is different for those who hold nemi-
nal power and those who challenge the
status quo?

The party ling that the “LTTE and its
seniorcommanders fled [Jaffna] city” may
definitely give a morale boostto the batte-
red and accident-prone image of the
Army. It will also probably “strengthan
President Kumaratunga's case” in the
political stage. But as the old adage says,
‘Don't count your chicken before the eggs
are halched'.

Like how “the Army has been able to
pursue its own strategy onits own terms”,
as you have stated, Prabhakaran also is
using the war on his own terms. Ha was
not foolish to sacrifice resources in a
frontal combat, though the spin of the
defence pundits that LTTE fled Jafina city
has the Madison Avenue trademark. Pra-
bhakaran gave his cadre a few weeks of
“field experience” and then lactically re-
treated, by borrowing a page from Mao's
book on the Lomg March, to choose his
next strategy. The Generals who celebra-
ted thelr success over Mao's retreating
forces later lived to lick their wounds.

Since you have mentioned Muhammad
Al in your commentary, | would add that
Prabhakaran also has proved on nume-
rous occasions his adherence to Ali's
mantfira in the boxing ring: ‘Float like a
butterfly and sting like a bee. This
explains the commando-style atiack on
Kolonnawa oil depots, which exposed the
soft underbelly of the national security
forces.

Mow a comment about the much-touted
“army's resources”. Can you be more
specific about these resources in terms
of cash? | hardly find any real figures

mentioned aboutthe defense expenditure
related to military offensives in the pages
of LG Dees the Army generale its own
resources? Someone (not the 67% of tha
survey sample who favor a military solu-
tion, butthe interational donors)is paying
for the army's resources and evenfone
knows that Sr Lanka is not blessed with
gold mines and oil fields. If you put a
moderate guess, such as one million dol-
lars per day as cperational expenses in
Jafina, then one can easlily guess that the
Army's resources are not unlimited. There
lies Frabhakaran's strategy.

You may be correct in stating, "Just as
it administered Jafina successfully
enough to believe that it had established
a government, the LTTE felt it could take
an an army frontally™. Now flip this point
lo arrive at an answer ta the question you
have posed in the cover, "When Jaffna
falls what next? Just as they have taken
the LTTE frontally, can the Army and the
President feel comfortable that they can
establish a governmentin Jaffna? This will
be akin 1o the mental peace of a guy who
pretends to sleep in the tiger's den.

Sachi Srl Kantha
Fukuroi City,
Japan.
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Nations in Glass Houses

On an international yardstick, it is difficult to uphold
the charge of racism against the US

Edward Mortimer

he predictable effect of last
Tweek‘s riots in Los Angeles has
been an outbreak of smug comments
on the US in the rest of the world, Early
off the mark was President Francois
Mitterrand of France. "It's very nice," he
said in a radio interview on Friday, "to
promote capital, profits and investment
in business, but these riots show that
the social needs of any country must not
be neglected... George Bush is a gene-
rous man, who embodies an extremely
conservative political ideclogy, and
American society is conservative and
economically capitalist. Here are some
of the results of that”.

Well, | suppose that was just too
temnpting an opporiunity for a Socialist
presidentwith hisbacktothe wallto pass
up. But Americans are not likely to be
much impressed by homilies from that
quarter. "We haven't just had a 14 per
cent vote for a neo-fascist party,” was
one comment | heard from an American
canservative analyst. *You should see
the riots they'd have in Paris if 35 per
cent of the population belonged to mino-
rities,” was another, from a Francophile
middle-of-the-road lawyer.

Nor will Americans be unduly worried
by the Egyptian newspaper, Al-Ahram,
which asked whetherthe Libyan Locker-
bie suspects could expect a fair trial in
the US, in the light of the Rodney King
verdict.

But Mr Roger Wilkins, the distingui-
shed black histordan who helped shape
the Johnson administration’s response

America sadly leads
the world in the level
of violence, and the
disparity between rich
and poor

to the Watts riots in Los Angelesin 1965,
is happy lo endorse the remark of a
Japanese official quoted in the Washi-
ngton Post: “There are black people who
really have no future, who are complete-
ly left over..... The trend of US society
was almost to forget about them". And
a thoughtful political analyst like Mr
Morman Ornstein of the American Enter-
prise Institute foresees that the image
of itself that America has just projected
will be seized on by Third World dictators
who are the targels of American criti-
cism. “There are going to be lot of
potshots at the US," he said, “and Ame-
ricans will not take kindly to that”,

Twao main charges can be levelled at
the US on the basis of last week's
events. The first is a very specific one
of racism, reflected in the unwillingness
of a white jury to convict four white
policemen whom the entire nation had
seen savagely beating and kicking a
prostrate blackman, inanamateurvideo
repeatedly shown on television.

The second is a more general one,
of being a callous socially divisive and
violent society, inwhich such anincident

can set a whole city on firg, causing 55
deaths and billions of dollars worth of
damage.

Both charges are true, but if an inter-
national yardstick is used, the charge of
racismis the harderofthe twoto sustain.
Most black Americans clearly believe,
no doubt with reason, that they are
consistently targeted for harassment
and maltreatment by the police. But so
do most members of racial minorities in
western Europe, and no doubt in Japan
aswell. Whatis striking to a British visitar
is how many of the pelice, including
police chiefs in many of the big cities,
are themselves black — as indeed are
many of the mayors.

Of course the fact that Mayor Tom
Bradley is black did not prevent what
happened in Los Angeles, but much of
the blame has been laid at the door of
its white police chief, Mr Daryl Gales,
both for the general atmosphere prevai-
ling in the Los Angeles police depart-
ment, and for the specific failures which
occurred last week.

Mr Gates had in fact been fired from
his job before the acquittals were annou-
nced (he is to be replaced by a black
from Philadelphia with a liberal reputa-
tion), and appears to have been virtually
on strike. Perhaps he was as surprised
as evenyone else by the trial verdict, but
surely contingency plans should have
been made.

Some of the anger might have been
blunted if all the accused had been
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dismissed from the force as soon as the
verdict was announced — even if their
conduct was not criminal, it has been
repeatedly and officially declared a
gross violation of proper professional
procedures; and prompt deployment of
police in the right places might have
deterred many of the ricters. Instead, Mr
Gates went off to a fund-raising event
foramovementto oppose police reform,

Anyway, it was striking that the riots
did not spread to many cther cities, and
particularly not to New York and Washi-
ngton where it might have been expec-
ted. Both cities have black mayors who
issued firm and clear statements deplo-
ring the verdicts but waming againstany
violence.

MNone of this implies, of course, that
racism is not widespread or even ende-
mic in American society. My pointis that,
unfortunately, this is true of almost all
industrialised societies with large ethnic
minorities, and that the US since the
1960s has done more than most to
combatit. Urban poverty and squalorare
not unique to America either. The pro-
blems of homelessness, drug addiction
and chronic unemployment are all too
familiar in Europe's large cities.

Where America sadly does lead the
industrialised world is in the level of
violerice, and in the enormous disparity
between rich and poor. No doubt the
absence of gun control and President
Reagan’s lax policies respectively gofar
to explain those two points,

“Muost Americans,” writes Prof Moha-
med Rabie in a recently published
book*, “claim and honestly believe that
they are living today in the most civilised

* The MNew Warld Order a Perspeciive on the
Fost-Cold War Efa (Vinlage, 8 16.95).

16

society ever when, in fact, living in the
United States probably means living in
one of the most violent and least secure
societies in modem times".

Part of the explanation is that much
of the crime and viclence is confined to
the inner cities, or to certain districts of
them, from which the middle class (inclu-
dingmiddleclass blacks) has completely
removed itself. Mr Rabie recounts the
telling case of the director of the budgat
office of a big city, who nat only lived
outside the city jurisdiction but in 30
years' service had never even made a
telephone call to the district where drugs
and crime were most prevalent.

What can be done? Liberals urge
social programmes to provide jobs, bet-
ter health care, better schools and pre-
school Head Start programmes for dis-
advantaged children. Conservatives,
led by Mr Jack Kemp, the housing and
urban development secretary, urge a
package of tax breaks and other measu-
res to encourage investment in inner
cilies and give incentives to the urban
poortotake jobs, save money and acqui-
re their own homes.

President Bush instinctively distrusts
the farmer approach (held to have been
tried and failed inthe 1960s and 1970s),
and gives only lukewarm support to the
latter, which is bogged down in the
general wrangle with Congress over the
budget. Both remedies are victims of the
US's political and fiscal impasse, and
last week's shock may not be enough
to.give either of them high enough priori-
ty to make much difference.

What can be safely predicted, though,
is the reinforcement of lhe’ already
strong feeling that Americaneedstolook
after its own, and that the rest of the
world can now look alter itself.
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Norway, Sweden, China,
Ireland, Switzerland,
Nigeria, Belgium, Denmark,
Paris, London.

US$ 55/ for 1 year
US$ 35/ for 6 months

£ 3 * ®

Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia,
Dubai, Baharin, Arabian
Gulf, Syria, Singapore.

USS 45/ for 1 year
USs 25/ for 6 months

L] % &
India, Pakistan,

US$ 40/ for 1 year
US$ 22/ for 6 months

* *® L]
Loeal

Rs. 250/- for 1 year
Rs. 150/- for 6 months




DRUGS ?

Doctors are aware that Market Oriented Drug Policies are not always desirable.

The main reason is that out of a bewildering variety of derivatives that proliferate from a single
scientifically validated compound, only one or two finally remain in any Rational Formulary. This

means that many claims advanced for marketing purposes fail under extended scientific scrutiny.

Before this happens unfortunately irreparable damage has been done in human, economic
and medical terms.

Generic drugs that have entered the Pharmacopoeia and have remained there have stood the

test of time and have weathered the unceasing search for clinical excellence.

For over a third of this century we have made and supplied Formulary drugs to the country’s

hospitals and clinics, and to the private sector.

This great reliance is the biggest factor in our growth and our service to the people and
the medical profession.

M. S. J. Industries (Ceylon) Ltd.,
Factory and Laboratories
P. O, Box 430
Colombao 15




Leonard Woolf in Sri Lanka

Growing, An Autobiography of the Years 1904-1911, Diaries in Ceyfon 1908-1911
published with Stories from the East Village in the Jungle, novel

Jeanne Thwaites

eonard Wooli was in the C.C.5.

for seven years. In 1911 he left the
island for a year's holiday in England,
* and then resigned to marry Virginia Ste-
phens. He felt his true calling was to be
a writer and in 1912, after his marriage
he tirelessly pursued this career: writing,
editing and publishing serious literature.
He was a tense intelligent man but an
emotional casualty of the system into
which he was born. The three books he
wrote in or about Ceylon, and also his
letters written in or about the Island,
show a trembling soul who was deeply
insecure.

Woolf's colonial venture started out
well. Onthe voyage to Ceylon, he beca-
me intensely concerned about the sobs
of a little English girl in the next cabin
whao was beaten each moming for wet-
ting her bed. He confronted her father
Captain Larguing "my experience with
dogs and other animals had taught me
that corporal punishmentis neveragood
instrument of education” (Growing 13).
Fortunately, for the child, her father was
won over and promised not to beat her
again. On the ship, Woolf was also
repelled by the habitual cruelty, under
the guise of hurnor, which he experi-
enced from other English. He guotes
Freud to explain their behaviar:

By making our enemy small, inferior,
despicable or comic, we achievein a
round-about way the enjoyment of
overcoming him — to which the third
person, who has made no efforts,
bears witness by his laughter (19)

But, almost immediately after arrival
in Ceylon, Woolf changed and began to
use the very tactics he had so recently
deplared. He, who described himself as
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a “very innocent, unconscious imperia-
list” (25}, began to “make small” almost
every perscn he encountered. He dis-
missed the local people: “the Tamils are
dark, dour, stupid, unable tolearn, lazy,”
but the English do not escape. An Eng-
lishman: “shaort, choleric, dictatorial,
foul-mouthed, old;™ a married couple:
"he seemed to have shrunk and she to
have swollen. They reminded me of a
pair of insects — spiders or worms' (72).
He thus makes the college school friend
he writes to sach week (Lytton Sirachey)
into Freud's "third person™ who bears
witness by his laughter. These letters
provide a way to compare what Woolf
wrate at the time he was In Ceylon —
to what he wrote when looking back from
England. The exchange of letlers have
a lack of inhibition that shows a deep
friendship. Strachey had not yet written
Eminent Viclomans, which book was to
make him warld famaous, but he was a
member of the British middle classlitera-
ti and had introduced Woolf to his set.
Their politics were left-wing liberal, and
they came to be known as the Blooms-
bury Intellectuals.

To read Woolf, and what is written
about him, is to realize that he contrived
to make his flights, from what he percei-
ved as danger, appear to be acts of
intelligence and/or fate. While his writing
isimaginative it does not bring you close
io the man or make you like him, as
Lefferdoes Daniel, for Woolf's efforts to
persuade his readers thal he was a
superior person merely makes him
appear pretentious. Even when he is
harsh on himself, an engaging literary
ploy, he cannot leave it there; he has
a need to complete the passage with a
lecture on how wanderful he really was.

Perhaps the greatest disservice done
Wocolf has been by his earlier biogra-
phers who seem eagerto eithertreathim
a mere adjunct to his wife or describe
him like a bad fictional character, as if
he starled out as an unloved Charles
Dickens' child, became a brilliant colo-
nial administrator, then Virginia Woolf's
nanny, and finally a grand old man of
letters. Their descriptions of him in Cey-
lon vacillate from Robinson Crusoe to
Gandhi: he lived in the jungle, had to kill
deer to keep food on the table, and was
thwarted on all sides by devilish fauna,
flora and stupid natives whom he tena-
ciously tried to protect from an oppres-
sive English imperialism. Apparently
Woaolf encouraged these beliels, for the
biographers | speak of — Quentin Bell,
Frederic Spotts, John Lehman, et al,
were his personal friends. Virginia
Woolf's recent biographers, however,
have taken a mare critical view of him.
The facts are that he was in the highest
paid profession on an Island dependent
on its agriculture with a literary and
sophisticated cultural tradition that is
much olderthan England’s. The Sigiriya
frescoes and poems are over 2,000
years old, and older texis existin Ceylon
than any part of India.

Woolf cut himself off from this culture
by makinghimself a model Brilish segre-
gationist and was rapidly promoted.

When he got home, he lied to his
friends. The fact is he did not need to
shoot wild animals to eat: no one, with
some money, need be hungryin Ceylon;
food has always been cheap and plenti-
ful. Daniel talks of visiting one village
where “it was my first experience of not
having any hospitality offered us by villa-
gers. Later, | got to know the reason for



this — they were Rodiyas, inthose days
an untouchable caste” (57). In Woolf's
Diaries in Ceyilon, he himself wrote, "no
people in Ceylon starve except a faw
Tamil coolies who are driven off orleave
estates in Sinhalese Districts” (WV.W.
Diaries 117). The Civil Servants were
notrequired to live “in the jungle” except
when an circuits: trips to remote areas.
Daniel found them fun and during Warld
War Il he began to take British military
officers with him because they enjoyed
the experience so much (162). Bothmen
were given a generous housing allow-
ance and often government bungalows
(which were always among the most
splendidinthe area). The village people,
itistrue, were uneducated but not stupid.
He once endangered his own life when
he took a jungle short-cut against a
villager's advice. Woolf says, *We heard
atremendous trumpeting and squealing
of elephants ahead and the man said
it was not safe to go, so | told him he
had better come with me and shoo them
off” (Diaries 186). The elephants char-
ged; Wooli's pony bolted across the river
and he had to climb a tree until the herd
had passed. The man also escaped but
no thanks to Woalf,

The reason for the white-washing of
Wooli could be because the literary
warld ewes much to him: there is no
doubt that his davotion to his wife for
thirty years kept her sane and writing;
without him, she would probably have
destroyed herself much earlier and we
would have lost much of what she had
to say. Il is also possible that because
most of his biographers were affluent
Englishmen, they actually saw his insuf-
ferable colonial behavior as commen-
dable. The net result, however, added
to the simplistic view of Sri Lanka thal
is often held even today.

Woalf's writings on Ceylon are divided
into what he wrote at the time he was
there (diaries and letters) and what
came later as he looked back at himself
through a somewhat rose-colored glass.

Growing is the second of his five

autobiographical volumes, and covers
his time spent in the Island. The book
starts: “In October 1904, | sailed from
Tillbury Docks in the P & O Syria for
Ceylon," and ends “l sailed for
England.”

Diaries jn Ceylon are copies of the
government diaries required of him as
an Assistant Government Agent
{(A.G.A.) in Hambantota where he was
posted in his last two years. Although
many of Waoolf's entries contain tedious
infarmation such as the price of salt, and
how many head of cattle had a disease
called rinderpest, they are also full of
intriguing examples of how the young
Englishman set about getting the “nati-
ves” in order and how they frustrated
him by resisting his efforts. He responds
with explosive invectives against their
nativeness although as Memmi points
out, “ene can hardly ses how the coleni-
zed can be simultaneously inferior and
wicked, lazy and backward" (83). Daniel
also kept such official diaries and in
1341; when he was Government Agent
ofthe Western Province the government
finally did away with them (125). Wooli's
diaries were given to him in 1960 by Sir
Oliver Goonetilleke when he needed a
spokesman to support the country in
England. From the time he left Ceylon

in 1911, Woolf began to write against

British imperialism to both Parliament
and the English newspapers which star-
ted an exchange of letters between him
and members of the Ceylon govemn-
ment. One collection of them is held
in the University of Cambridge South
Asian Archive. When the movement
towards self-rule for India was initiated,
he recommended a similar treatment of
Ceylon, Away from the Island, he had
turned out to be one of ifs best and most

_influential friends. A trip was arranged
“for him to visit the Island in 1968, and

this is described by Spotts as a glorious
affair: "the government treated him
almost as a visiting chief of state and
further commemorated the event by
publishing the official diaries he kept as
district governor” (Spotts 59). The dia-

ries were, in fact, not published by the
Sri Lankan govermment but in London
by Hogarth Press — that is by Woolf
himself. Spott's statement is a good
example of how little Woolf and Spotis
undersitood the Ceylonese as a once-
colonized people and alsois an example
of the latter's inaccuracies. Such a gree-
ting as Woolf received was not unigue,
The Sinhalese always treat dignitaries
with extraordinary respect and kind-
ness. Wollf had, by his own admis-
sion, received similar greetings when he
was twenty-nine and an Office Assistant
in Kandy: "Half a mile from the village
the headmen and villagers met me in
procession and brought me in with tom-
toms and dancers.” He commented with
considerable insight on the mind of a
colonizer so fetad:

...| certainly, all through my time in
Ceylon, enjoyed my position and the
flattery of being a great man and the
father of the people ...as time wenton,
| became more and more ambivalent,
politically schizophrenic, an anti-
imperialist who enjoyed the fleshpots
of imperialism, loved the subject peo-
ples and their way of life, and knew
from the inside how evil the system
was beneath the surface for ordinary
men and women (Growing 157).

All the biographers | mention ignore
such insights when quoting from his
work, so determined do they seem to
perpetrate the myth that the problems
in the calonies came from the inability
of the natives to straighten up and be-
come like the English. When Woolf re-
turned to Ceylon later the local people
were also aware that the English had
come to enjoy shows of servility and
played to that.. At this time too, Woolf
was an old man and in a culiure where
age is catered to: if Himmler had shown
up with graying hair he would have been
as attentively received and he would
have been wrong to take such behavior
as a sign of approval. Ancther Spotts'
mistake in this particular passage is
saying that the diaries were published
to commemorate the occasion; they
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were not published until 1962 — that is,
two years later (Diaries litle page). The
third error is that Wocalf was never a
“district govemor” of Hambantota; he
was an Assislant Government Agent.

Woolls Siories from the Eastcollects
three short stories publishedin the same
volume as Hambantota Diaries and his
only novel Village in the Junglewas first
published in 1913. This book has at last
become accepted by the Ceylonese as
one af the better pieces of fiction set in
rural Ceylon. He captures a physical
sense of the Island in a way that few
other writers have been able to. He
writes with a sense of the movement of
nature, and makes the reader aware of
its smells, its moods, the strangeness
of jungles and the wild creatures that
abound in them.

Daniel and Woolf did not meet, forthe
latter left the C.C.S. just before World
War |, and the younger man joined just
after it. Occasionally they speak of the
same people. One is a man called
Englebrecht and the difference between
how they see the man is worth noting.
Daniel:

The renowned Englebrecht, a pri-
soner taken by the British during the
Boer War, and who elected not to be
repatriated to South Africa after it was
over, was appointed Game Sanctuary
Warden at Yala. | went out with him
after a ‘rogue’ elephant that | had a
license to shoot, but | had no luck.
Having gone so far into the jungle, |
was reluctant to return without seeing
an elephant at close quarters. So we
went up to a small herd, one of which
was a ‘she’ elephantwitha newly borm
offspring. She scented us, raised her
trunk, trumpeted and charged straight
at us. Englebrecht shouted “"Runl!"
and we ran. While he ran he fired into
the trees above and after a while, we
found that she was no longer chasing
after us. It was quite dark by then and
by the time we got back to the town,
| was thaoroughly exhausted and
weary and also a wiser man (11).
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Waoalf is very much more descriptive,
and this is only a brief excerpt of the
many pages which he devotes mostly
to his dislike of the South African:

Englebrecht was a Boer of the Boers
...who was living in the greatest pov-
erty and squalor and one of my prede-
cessors recommendedthathe should
be appointed Game Sanctuary Ran-
ger on a small salary. The Govern-
ment agreed. He was a cold-blooded
man, the only man whom | have
known who seemed to me to be com-
pletely without fear and without
nerves — | saw him, as | shall tell.
Perform incold blood an actofincredi-
ble bravery and foolhardiness. He
was tall, straight, and verythin, his hair
and beard reddish, his eyes small,
very light blue with a glint in them
every now and then of icy malignancy.
He behaved to the Sinhalese as the
Boers behave to the negroes in Africa
and not unnaturally, he was hated in
Hambantota (46).

It takes Woolk a full three pages to
tell the story of the Boer. His graphic
physical description of Englebrecht,

unfortunately, does nottally with a group
picture on Page-193, forthe Boeris quite
short; he is standingin a row of Sinhale-
se — not a tall race — and six are as
tall or taller he is. However, obviously
Waoolf accepts the Boer as a white man,
admires him and overlooks his poverly,
whereas he does not speak of any the
loeal colenial Dutch as eguals. Daniel
makes only the one reference to the
Englebrecht, and | do not believe he was
ever in our home, although | heard his
name mentioned occasionally.

Daniel very much enjoyed Woalf's
books, particularly the non-fiction, which
he felt accurately portrayed the Island
at that time." The sort of comments
Waolf makes, which | feel are offensive,
Daniel was used to in colonial writing
although he did not use them himself.
It iz still hard for me to hear of poor
villagers arbitrarily dismissed as “cun-
ning and stupid” (Growing 54) but my
father always shrugged off objections to
such comments explaining they came
from “outsiders”.

{To be Cantinued)

Note
1. Perscnal Recollection

Waiting — 14

Prartana

Love. Did I say

Your eyes were saucy?

Sorry. I'm going crazy

I really meant

Your eyjes were saticer

Flying saticer.

They shoot me to the stars
But stay, Space Girl

Your radiance and your touch
Is contact I still crave,

Though Death springs the whirl
In Space, in Time.

So pledge me love,
You will yet be mine.

1. Karunatilake




m ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is lawghter and hght banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tobacco
leaf in a barm, [t & one of the hundreds of such
bams spread cul in the mid and upcountny
intermediate zone where the arable and remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacoo grows as a
Jucrative cash crop and the green leaves furn to
qold... to the value of over Hs. 250 million or more
annually, for pechaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tahacca is the industry that brings employment to
the socond highest number of people, And these
people are the lobacco barn owmers, the tobacco
qrowers and those who work for them, an the land
and in the bamns.

For them, the tobacoo leaf means meaningful worl,
a comfortable hife and a secure future. A good
eraugh reason for laughter,

5 Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




INTEREST FREE CREDIT? ,
CONVENIENT REPAYMENT TERMS
LOWEST JOINING FEE?

Yes. All and many more
benefits are yours with the

CEYBANK VISA CARD.

Contact the Centre Manager,

CEYBANK CARD CENTRE,

Bank of Ceylon

No. 4, BANK OF CEYLON MAWATHA,
COLOMBO - 1.

BE WISE. CARD - WISE

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation

TELEPHONE: 447823 — Ex. 4180 & 4185
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