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NEWS BACKGROUND

P.A.:

Mervyn de Silva

ow many divisions have the

Mahanayakes got? None cfcourse:
Unlike the Pope, no Mahanayake is a
head of State. Besides, afimsa is the
essence of the Buddha's teachings. Yet
the Mahanayakes are its custodians,
and in that capacity they do intervene.
When Major-General Hohan Daluwatte,
the hero of "Operation Riviresa” (SUN-
SHIME) called on the Mahanayake of
Asgiriya, the Ven. Palipananda S
Chandananda told the General that the
LTTE should not only be crushed but the
idea it stands for, the concept of a sepa-
ratle State, should be uprooted, the
FSLAND reported.

Even as eary as 1918 some Tamils
had clamoured for a separate region for
them. And later there were those who
demanded 50-50. “If they get the sligh-
test chance, they'll spring up" the Maha-
nayake warned. The Major-General
also called on Venerable Rambukwella
Sr Vipassi, the Mahanayake of Mal-
watte. These simple ceramonies have
immense significance. Kandy, as we all
know, was the |ast redoubt of the Sinha-
lese, and the British tock guite some
time to enter the holy city, with its
"Temple of the Sacred Tooth”. The last
conquistadores were the most success-
ful, and the smartest. The Kandyan Con-
vention declared: “ 7ihe religion of the
Boodfioo professed by the Chiels and
the Inhabitanfs of these provinces /s
geclared inviclabla; and iis riles, minis-
fers and places of worship are fo be
mainiained and profecied”.

It is the same spirt that the United
Front constitution of 1972, though draf-
ted by a polilician who had been a
Marxist-Leninist all his adult life, com-

mitted the Reputiic to give “Buddhism
the foremost placa”.

These highly publicised ceremonies
— President Kumaratunga and Deputy
Defence Minister Anuruddha Ratwatte,
the palitician most ¢losely identified with
the Operation were the first VMIP's o
visit the Maligawa — are by no means
“photo opporiunilies” for the ambitious
politician. The Sinhala idantity is purified
and strengthened to become Sinhala-
Buddhist if only because the “enemy”
is Hindu Tamil, an invader from south
India.

THONDAMAN

And that places the C.W.C. leader,
Mr. Thondaman in an extraordinarly
awkward position, considering that he
is.a member of the Cabinet. And Mr.
Thondaman still has a pact with the
Opposition U.N.P. and the only reason
why he enjoys these extraordinary privi-
leges is that he is still the unchallenged
boss of plantation labour. His renegade
deputy, Mr. Sellasamy, a pal of the P.A.,
has not much clout. The P.A. is procee-
ding with its program of privatising the
tea estates, despite protests from Mr,
Thondaman.

But it is net just Mr. Thendaman who
has been alienated recently butthe other
Tamil pariamentary parties that do
speak for Tamil voters in the north and
the east. The military victory has aliena-
ted the Tamil allies just when the
Sinhalese-Buddhist constiluency, with
the Maha Sangha as its most strident
voice, is wondering why the majority
Sinhalese should "yield” when the tou-
ghest Tamil opponent has been forced
to abandon Jaffnal Why compromise
politically, whenyou have won militarily?

MINEFIELD AHEAD

The P.A. had set about it from a
somewhat different starting point. Prave
militarily that the LT.T.E. has no real
EELAM option. Then isolate the woun-
ded ‘Tiger', and make a fair “devolution
deal” with the parliamentary and the
ex-militant parties/groups.

President Chandrika
through a minefield.

is walking
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Challenges Ahead

With Jaffna captured, the harder part begins — luring civilians back and
setting up a working administration

Nirupama Subramanian

s the national marcon-yeliow-
Agreen flag replaced the red-and-
yellow insignia of the Tamil Tigers in
Jaffna on December 5, the eerie empti-
ness inthe once most densely populated
town of Sri Lanka was only too sombre
areminder of whatlies ahead, President
Chandrika Kumnaratunge may have won
the batile for the LTTE headquarters, but
another battle is yet to begin.

This is the batile for the hearts of the
Tamils who fled Jaffna a month ago and
are now scattered across the peninsula
and in areas of the mainland controlled
by the LTTE. If, in the coming days, the
Government is unable to convince them
to returp to their homes and live under
Colomba's rule, the victory of Operation
Riviresa, though unprecedented in Sri
Lankan military history, will be destined
to remain pyrrhic.

In an address to the nation after the
capture of Jaffna, Kumaratunge made
aferventappeal toits residents toreturn,
promising that her government would
ensure that they lead normal lives in
“peace and security”. For that to hap-
pen, however, Colembo has to first
remove the fear of the LTTE from the
hearts of the Tamils and, what is more
imporiant, convince them of its own sin-
cerity. Says K. Sritharan of the Univer-
sity Teachers for Human Rights organi-
sation of Jaffna: “Colombo must accept
thatthe Sri Lankan Government has lost
its legitimacy among the Tamils and its
thrust must now be to regain it.”

To that effect, the Government has
announced that it intends to restore the

civil administration in the peninsula. As

2

of now, the government agent of Jaffna
operates {rom Chavakacheri, the Tigers'
new administrative base, under orders
from the LTTE. So, aretired bureaucrat
and a relired senior army aofficer have
been appointed in the port town of Kan-
kesanthurai to supervise distribution of
food and essential items to the 8,000
civilians who remain in the “cleared"”
parts of the peninsula. But that, by itself,
is not expected to prompt civilians to
flood back into Jaffna,

What the Government seems to be
banking on is the financial insecurity of
Jaffna residents. All through the years
that the LTTE controlled the peninsula
and its people, Colombo continued to
pay salaries to government employees
in the peninsula. Most of them were
either working under the direct supervi-
sion of the LTTE or simply did not report
for work. In addition, pensioners were
also being paid. The money was, inci-
dentally, distributed by the government
agent in Jaffna,

However, days after the army captu-
red the town, in a strategy designed to
pressure the LTTE to allow pecple to
retum, Kumaratunge announced that all
employees would now have to collect
their salaries in person in person in the
newly liberated Jafina town or from Va-
vuniya town. Those who did not report
for work would face the threat of their
jobs being taken over by retired bureau-
crats who are expected to be taken to
Jaffna from other parts of the country.
“The LTTE will soon have to take a
decision to let peaple go or forcibly stop
them," says Sritharan. According tohim,
if the LTTE does not permit them to

retum to Jaffna, it could be faced with
unrest that it could well do without at the
present moment.

Of course, the LTTE will first try its
utmost to prevent peeple from returning
to Jafina. The Tigers office in Killino-
chchiissuing exit visas has beenclosed,
which means that the LTTE has made
even Vavuniya town out of bounds for
the refugees. The Tigers are reportedly
planning a new capital at Mankulam, 30
miles north of Vavuniya. It has also
announced thateiviliansin Thenmarachi
and Vadamarachi should shilt out as the
Government's next move would be to
launch a  military operation there,
Analysts see this as the LTTE's strategy
fo prevent an exodus into Jaffna town
and other areas in Valikamam in case
the army continues with its plan to dis-
lodge the LTTE from the eastern part
of Ihe peninsula.

So rather than enter into a confronta-
tion with the Tamils at this juncture, the
LTTEisexpectedtoallowthemtareturn,
and then try to cash in on it. Analysts
say that one way it can do this is by
infillrating the “cleared” parts of the
peninsula along with the civilians. Sub-
sequently, the Tigers are likely tolaunch
a sustained low-intensity conilict. Just
how effective this strategy will be is
uncertain since the conflict may endan-
ger civilians, as was evident last fort-
night in Batticaloa, where 34 civilians
were killed in an encounter between the
LTTE and the police.

- - - w

Also, there is a growing realisation



that though the LTTE can be defeated,
it cannot be eliminated. It was, perhaps,
in recognition of this that soon after the
victory in Jaffna, Kumaratunge, who
only last month offered Rs 2.5 crore for
information leading to the arrest of LTTE
supremo V. Pirabhakaran, went to the
extent of offering the LTTE a govem-
ment amnesty if it was prepared to lay
down arms. Predictably, the LTTE is
reported to have rejected this offer.

For the present, however, the Gove-
mment is going ahead with an “action
plan” for the rehabilitation of the few
civilians who did not move to Thenmara-
chi. According to Housing Minister
Nimal Sripala de Silva, who is in charge
of the Presidential Task Force on Reha-
bilitation and Reconstruction of the nor-
thern region, the first priority is to provi-
de food and other essentials to these
pacple.

There are also plans to repair roads
and houses as well as to restore electri-
city to the region. A plan submitted to
the LTTE by the Government during the
peace talks early this year envisaged a
budget of Rs 3,200 crore for the recon-
struction and redevelopment of Jaffna.
Much of the money was to be raised in
the form of aid from foreign countries.
As itis doubtful how many countries will
be prepared to come forward to pour
money into a region where conflict has
not yet been settled, it is expected, for
the mement, that a major portion of the
estimated Rs 300 crore — the budget
for the redevelopment of the entire
country in 1996 — will be diverted to the
north.

However, governing Jafina effectively
is difficult, given that there is no land
route between Colombo and the penin-
sula. Right now, the Government has
no control over territory beyond Vavuni-
yatown, with the LTTE occupying large
regions in Vavuniya and Mannar dis-

tricts and controlling Mullaithivu and
Killinochchi, With the air bridge between
Colombao and Jaffna tenuous at the best
of times, the safest route to the cleared
areas of the peninsula is by sea, But
even this is vulnerable to LTTE atiacks.
Kumaratunge has claimed that her
armed forces may soon try to establish
a land route, but there is no guarantes
that they will be succassful.

Apart from the short-term strategy to
lure civilians back into Jaffna and esta-
blish a fully working civil administration
there, Kumaratungs, observers say,
must urgently give shape to her August
proposals for develution of powers to the
minority Tamil community in order to
consolidate the gains of the war, “The
Government should now place the legal
draft of the devolution proposals before
the Parliamentary Select Committee
(PSC) without delay,” says M. Sivasi-
thamparam, president of the moderate
TULF. Sources in the Cabinet say that
the legal draft is ready and its presenta-
tion to the PSC is a matter of the Presi-
dent's “political intuition and timing™.

Kumaratunge has reiterated that her
government can start a dialogue with the
LTTE if it accepts the develution packa-
ge and agrees to a “substantial” surren-
der of arms as opposedto a Ysymbolic"
surrender which she was demanding
earlier. Going by the Tigers' past record,
however, it is very unlikely that they will
agree to this condition. After her bitter
experience with the LTTE earlier this
year, Kumaratunge is only too aware of
this. And her strategy now will be to
demonstrate to the Tamils of the north
— rudderless and without a leadership
for the first time in many years — that
there is life after the LTTE. Doing this
Is not only essential for a long-term
solution to the ethnic conflict but also
necessary to prevent the military
success in Jaffna from turning into a
colossal waste of men and resources.
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THE WAR

“The fear of the LTTE must be broken™

— Lakshman Kadirgamar

Lakshman Kadigamar;, Whe ariculale
Oxford-educaled foreign minister of Si
Lanka, /s a Tamil himself He has been
branded &as a traitor by the LTTE for his
views on the ethnic confiict in the couniry.
He spoke to FPrincipal Correspondent
Nirupama Subramanian 7 Colomibo.
Exeerpls:

Q. How successful have you been,
given that the LTTE has effectively
crippled the Sri Lankan Air Force?

A. Right now, no one in their senses is
saying that the LTTE has been wiped out.
Their capacity to inflict damage is still
there. But though they can bring down &
plang, they have lost Jafina.

Q. Butthe LTTE will now take recour-
se to guerrilla tactics and try to destabi-
lise the east. Do your forces have the
resources fo hold Jaffna indefinitely

and fight a guerrilia war in the fungles
and in the east?

A. Woe are prepared for everything. Pao-
ple were saying all these years that we
could never take Jaifna. That we can
never make any progress against the
LTTE in the north. All those critics are now
confounded. The myth ofthe LTTE sinvin-
cibility has been very severely damaged,
if not destroyed.

Q. The Government says that lmme-
diately after taking Jaffna, it will set in
place an administration to restore nor-
malcy. Who is going to run this civil
administration in Jaffna?

A. There are plenly of civilians. The
existing GA (govemment agent) and all
his men, an immense number of people
on the Govemnment payroll who all these
years have been drawing salaries and
doing nothing. All those people will now
be activated.

Q. Butdo you see the LTTE allowing
them fo do this?

A. Our army is perectly capable of
taking care of that situation. We ars no
longer interested in the prophats of doom.
The fear of the LTTE must be broken.

Q. How much of a victory Is if fo
march into an empty Jaffna?

A. Whether the city is empty or not has
nothing to do with the military operation.
People must come back one day. | don't
see the paople forever living in tents when
they can come back to their homas. But
first, Jaffna has to be made safe, civilian
administration must be put in place and
then the people will decide whether to
comeback. Wae expect the LTTE to try its
hardest to prevent them from deing so.

(LT)

“Colombo should stop the genocide™

— Anton Raja

The last week of Novemberis cormmeamo-
raled as Heroes' week by Si Lankan
Tamils wordwide. was anNovember2?,
1982 that the first LTTE activist was killed
by the S Lankan Army. With the army
fow wirtually in control of Jalina, gloom
has grigped the community. On Novem-
ber 25, Anfon Raja, a key member of the
LTTE's international hierarchy and it
charge of its UK gperations, spoke fo
Jjournalist Pankaj Pachauri /o Loadon.
Excerpis:

Q. Afterthefali of Jaffna, where does
the LTTE go?

A. LTTE activists are freedom fighlers.
We will continue our task against the
Sinhala nation. Tamils are joining our
ranks in overwhelming numbers, they are
fleeing the genocida and the massacre in
Jaffna and are going into areas controlled
by the LTTE.

Q. Why has the lnternational com-

munity notextendedany supporttothe
L TTE during the current offensive?

A. Because the whole truth is not com-
ing out. Journalists are not allowed in
Jaffna and all the information is coming
through one military spokesman, There
ara dozens of TV crews in Colombao who
are not allowad to go lo Jafina and bring
back the picture of suffering.

Q. FButthe Governmenthascalledifie
L TTE a terrorist outfit. Do you think the
International community thinks so foo
and that is why It Is silent?

4. Definitely not. They (the Govern-
ment] have demonised the LTTE by
fabricating stories against us. We aren't
terronsts, we are freedom fightars,

Q. But you have killed Sinhala civi
lfans.

A. We have never killed civilians. This
is the job of the army's death squds who

have put the blame on us. The Gove-
mment is putting a wedge between the
two communities by providing guns to
Sinhala civilians.

Q. Why are you against negolia-
tlons?

A. Ourpositionisthatissues conceming
two nations have to be negoliated by the
two parties in conflict. The Lankan Gove-
mment is talking only to Tamil MPs. They
should talk to the LTTE.

Q. Whatare the conditions?

A. We have no conditions. The Gove-
mment should prepare an environment for
talks by conceding the demands of the
Tamils. One, they should unconditionally
withdraw the army from the north and east
and stop the genocide. They shouldliftthe
ban on the supply of feodstuffs and medi-
cine to Jaffna. These are concessions to
Tamil people, not to the LTTE, i they do
that, we are ready to talke



Dwindling support in Tamil Nadu

G. C. Shekhar

MADRAS

hen Colombo began to step wup

the pressure on the LTTE, most
political parties in Tamil Madu were quick
to seek New Delhi's intervention to put an
end to the hardships of the Tamils of
Jaffna. As the Tigers scored initial victo-
ries, like downing Sd Lankan air force
planes, their leaders and much of the
Tamil press hailed the Tigers. But with the
Sti Lankan Army pushing into Jaffna, they
are squirming with embarrassment,
though, publicly, they urge fora halt to the
war.

Once upon & time, pro-LTTE posturing
was a good way to fetch votes in the state.
For financial sustenance and political le-
verage, the LTTE had clevery exploited
the Dravidian leaders’ weakness to be
seen as prolectors of Tamils. First, they
had M.G. Ramachandran on their side. In

1987 they disowned him after he suppor-
ted the IPKF cffensive. But were quick to
build bridges with the DMK's M. Karuna-
nidhi.

When the DMK came to power in 1988,
the Tigers began to enjoy a vitual free
runinthe state. The coastline was openad
up and the Tigers set up units to manufac-
ture weapons and grenades in the state,
Karunanidhi scoffed at opposition wam-
ings even though Tigars had embarras-
sed their benevolent host by gunning
down 13 members of the EPRLF, inclu-
ding its leader Padmanabha, in the heart
of Madras. He also boycotted a reception
for the IPKF on its return, saying he “will
not welcome a force that had killed his
Tarmil brothers and sisters™. Later, he paid
the price for the LTTE connection, when
tha Chandra Shekhar govemment, under
pressure from the Congress (|), dismissed
his govemment.

After the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi,
the Tigers lost much of the sympathy of
the Indian Tamils. Later, the Jayalalitha -
Govemment banned the LTTE and ensu-
red that it received no organised or subs-
tantive assistance. They, however conti-
nued to get moral support from parties
such as the PMK, DK and MDMK. I fact,
the MDMK president, V. Gopalaswamy,
has gone on record saying the LTTE did
not assassinate Rajiv. "Till the courts give
the final verdict, they cannot be held
guilty,” he recently said.

Irenically, those who criticised MNew
Delhi for aggressive intervention in 1987
are the ones who are now demanding that
India play a role in the war. But New Delhi
has been silent so far, aware perhaps of
the messitgotinto barely afew yearsago.

Shiraz Sidhva

South Asian nations take first step toward creating trade bloc

NEW DELHI
he seven member nations of the South Asian
Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) took

their first step towards creating a regional trade bloc by
launching the SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA). The accard provides for tariff reductions on speci-
fied item= and commodities.

Political differences have marred economic co-operation
in the region since SAARC — India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, and the Maldives — was set up
10 years aga,

Though there iz substantial informal trading, official trade
among SAARC eountries as a percentage of total world trade
is only 3.4 per cent.

The dismantling of trade barriers under the World Trade
Organisation is a sirong reason for the south Asian countries
to work more closely. SAARC countries are major textile

exparters, and could benefit from trading as a bloc rather

than competing with each other.

“The potential for economic co—npum'ti'un is tremendous”,
says Mr Tejinder Khanna, secretary in India’s commerce
ministry.

Analysts describe the SAPTA agreement, reached with
great difficulty, as a “token beginning”, Member countries
have identified 226 items for tariff reduction, but implemen-
tation of the pact will depend on bilateral relations between

the countries, notably India and Pakistan, which have so
far not been able to resolve their mutual hostility.

India has agreed to grant tariff concessions on 106 items,
with lower tariffs on 62 of these reserved only for the least
developed countries in the region.

Pakistan has announced concessions on 35 items, Bangla-
desh 12, Nepal 14, Sri Lanka 31, and Bhutan 11, Analysts
say the value of concessionary imports is less than 7 per
cent of trade between SAARC countries,

A group of Indian and Pakistani businessmen are con-
vinced that improved trade relations between the countries
will help resolve the diplomatic impasse caused by political
issues such gz Kashmir,

According to estimates by the Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), India exports goods
worth $ 650 m & year to Pakistan, of which only $ 150 m
15 official. The rest is routed through a third country, or
smuggled.

“Indian consumer goods have a ready-made market at
their doorstep in Pakistan”, says an Indian industrialist who
manufactures rubber tyres smugpled into Pakiston,

“It is nbsurd that textile machinery, for instance, is made
in India, and exported to Pakistan through Europe. But
diplomatic relations are so bad between our two countries
that trade is an obvious casualty”.




Pause, Not Peace

Army recaptures Jaffna, but the war isn’t over yet

Manik de Silva

or the first time in five years,

Sri Lanka's flag, depicling a sword-
wielding galden lion, was hoisted overthe
centre of Jaffna on December 5. The
ceremony, broadcast live on state-run
radio, marked the government's recapture
of the northern city from Tamil separatists.

Despite the victory — a turning point in
the gevernment's 12-year-old campaign
against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam — what President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga has called the “war to win the
paace” is far from over. The civil war is
expected to drag on in the jungles that
cover parts of the northern mainland out-
side the Jafina Peninsula.

For their part, the Tamils have vowead
lo continue attacking areas in the north
and east of the country and have stepped
up their recruitment campaign. Just hours
after the army's flag-raising, the Black
Tigers, a suicide squad of Tamil rebels,
struck at a military base in Batticaloa, a
district in the east of the country. Thay
killed 23 commandes in the army's Spe-
cial Task Force, for the loss of at [east 28
of their own cadres.

On December 8, the president told re-
portersthe govemnmment plannedto secure
a land route through the peninsula so that
the recanstruction of Jaffna can begin.
“We will cpen a land route the same way
we took Jafina town,” Kumaratunga said.
Askadwhetherthat meantancthermilitary
offensive, she answerad: "We will sea.”

Two days later, hundreds of elite police
commandos, backed by the air force and
army troops, fanned out in eastern Si
Lanka on a search-and-destroy mission
againsl Tamil guerrilla basesin the [ungle.
*The idea is lo keep the terrorists on their
toes," says Brig. Sarath Munasinghe, the
military’s chief spokesman.

Mow Kumaratunga will have to maintain
a very tricky balance: keeping the military

Tha writer is former Editor of the D4/ ¥ NEWS,
Colombo. The article appeared in the F.EE.E.R,

G

pressure on to coax the Tigers back into
negatiations, while making sure the majo-
rity Sinhalese don't tum against the Tamil
population.

So far Kumaratunga has emphasized
that the military victory at Jaffna was over
the "terrorist” Tigers, not the general po-
pulation of 2.5 million Tamils — tens of
thousands of whom have been forced to
flea the war zone and are living in crowded
refugee camps, mostly in the narth, The
president also discouraged fireworks and
celebrations by the Sinhalese in an efiort
to prevent Tamils from feeling humillated
and to encourage them to retumn lo their
heartland. Colombo repeatedly warmed
that Sinhalese rejoicing should not dege-
nerate into attacks on Tamils.

In an address to the nation, Kumara-
tunga offered an amnesty to the Tigers.
But she said the conflict could only be
resolved through dialogue. Kumaratunga
has indicated she's willing ta resumetalks
with the Tigers if they accept the devolu-
tion package her government unveiled in
August and agree to what she describes
as a “subslantial surrender of arms." The
Tigers pulled out of peace talks in April,
ending a six-month truce.

Moderate Tamil parties are pressing
Kumaratunga to pursuean autonomy plan
to end lhe war. Tamil MPs would like to
see a ceasefire, and many of them favour
third-party mediation, which the govern-
ment has so far rejectad.

The Tamil United Liberation Front said
the army's capture of Jafina should be
accompanied by pelitical moves to stop
the bloodshed. M. Sivasithamparam, the
TULF's president, expressed Tamils' fee-
lings about the march on Jafina: "The fact
that the troops entering Jaffna is being
discussed as the ‘capture’ or fall’ of Jaffna
has caused a great deal of anguish to the
Tamll people. The government must do
something to assuage the hurt feelings of
the Tamil people.”

One step towards this, he says, would
be for the government to place a form of

its devolution package before a parlia-
mentary select committee. The LTTE has
not boughtthe package, anditis opposad
by Sinhalese extremists and a section of
the country’s influential Buddhist clergy.
But liberals have called it fair. Deputy
Defence Minister Anuruddha Ratwattee
teld a local newspaper reporter that tha
govemment's political package must be
fully implemented for peace to be achie-
ved. He said the military's success at
Jaffna can be considered “the beginning
of the end.”

So far, the Tamil Tigers have rejected
Kumaratunga's amnesty offer. In a state-
ment issued from his London office as
Jaffnawasfallingtathe army, LTTE leader
V. Prabhakaran vowed the Tigers
wouldn't participate In peace negotiations
“imposed at the point of a gun — subjec-
ting itself to military presure.”

Jaffna had been he base of the rehels'
civil administration and the de facto gove-
mment tor about 1 million Tamils since
Indian peacekaepers withdrew in 1980.
Prabhakaran, however, called the Tamils'
decision to abandon the city a “lactical
withdrawal against an onslaught of haa-
vier fire-power and air power.” Although
a devastating blow to their dreams of
Eelam, an independent Tamil homeland,
“"loday's setbackis tomorrow's victory,” he
declared. "The invasion of Jafina is a
gigantic historical blunder made by the
Chandrika regime.”

Prabhakaran also boasted that the
Tigers had made the army “pay a heavy
price for its advance” during the 50-day
Operation Riviresa (Sunshine). Although
the rebels are thought to have lost about
2,000 fighters, the army also took a poun-
ding, with more than 500 dead,

President Kumaralunga doesn't seem
fazed. *The government can crush and
eliminate the LTTE,” she told reporters.
"We don't want to eliminate anybody or
any group if they fall in line with peacs.
Iitheywanttofight us, we have no option.”



The Rapid Expansion of the Army

Humayun Kabir

Anothur am was to prevent the
Sri Lankan security forces from achis-
ving military victory by destabilising the
island by means of proxy war. In Tamil
MNadu, both AIADMK and DMK, apartfrom
their sympathy towards the TULF, had
their clients among the militant groups.
DMK had promoted the TELO led by
Sabaratnam, whila the AIADMEK had sup-
ported the powerful LTTE Jed by V.
Frabhakaran,

The Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), the Indian foreign intelligence
agency that functions under the Indian
Cabinet Secretariat, was also involved in
the Sri Lanka affairs. It helped and armed
the Tamil militants of Sri Lanka in Tamil
Madu. Contrary to popular belief that New
Delhi did not turn its attention to Sri Lanka
until the outbreak of violence in July 1983,
India was indeed concerned about the
island natien's foreign policy orientation
and about the increasingly deteriorating
elhnic scenario. RAW covertly recruited
the Tamil refugees in Tamil Nadu, trained
them in espionage and sabotage in India
and sent them across into Sri Lanka 1o
spy on foreign naval mevements in the
Trincomalee harbour and defence instal-
lations in the norh-east of the country. n
1982 agents of the RAW recruited the
TELO, which reportedly had a large crimi-
nal element and was palitically unsophisti-
cated having no goals and ideclogy. After
the July carnage, RAW bagan to recruit
hundreds of members of the five Tamil
militant groups. By late 1984, hundreds
of trained fighters were back in Sri Lanka
where they mounted acts of sabotage
against government facilities and Killing of
civilians. By 1986, the number of Indian
trained Tamil militants exceeded 20,000
and India used the militant factor 1o pres-
surise Sri Lanka o change its foreign
palicy direction and to be able to exercise
influence on the island’s domestic issues
pertaining fo the ethnic conflict. ™

India also attempted to pressurise Sii
Lanka at international level, The former
attempted to arouse international public
opinion against the latter, Atthe UN Com-
mission on Human Hights, a resclution
was passed on 13 March 1987 condem-
ning both the government of Sri Lanka
and the Tamil militants for their violation
of human rights, In late May 1987, when
St Lanka launched a major offensive

against the militants in Jaffna, India sent
messages to ils diplomatic missions
abroad to influence their respective host
govemments lo pul pressure on the Co-
lombo govemment to induce it to cease
its military operations and come to the
negotiating table,*®

On its part, Sri Lanka also did not put
all its eggs in the basket of the India-
sponscred mediation process, Simulta-
neously, she pursuedthe option of military
solution to the ethnic crisis. This approach
of the Govemment of Sri Lanka might
have been prompted by two considera-
tions. One was that by following this cour-
se, Sl Lanka would be able to exonerale
itself from India’s involvement in the
istand's internal affairs. And the second
was that the military solution would render
redundant the ‘Undue concessions’ that
the Colombo government would othar-
wise be obliged to make to the country's
Tamil minorily. For the purpose of baing
able to militarily crush the Tamil insur-
gency, the UNF government of President
Jayewardene took steps io beef up Sri
Lanka's military power by way of expan-
dingits armed forces and enlisting military
support from non-Indian sources that
included India’s adversaries.

The size of Sri Lanka's armed forces
grew very rapidly since 1983, Froma small
contingent in 1983 the island's defence
force became quite sizeable in number by
1387. The defence budgel of Sri Lanka
increased over the years nearly twenty
fold from Rs. 500 million in 1977 to Rs.
10,000 millicn in 1987,142

Sti Lanka's military links or attempts to
forge such links with both tegional and
extra-regional counltries included those
with Pakistan, China, Britain, Isragl and
the U.S.A. Sii Lanka sought help from
these sources in the form of military traj-
ning for ils armad forces persannel, and
supply of arms and ammunition. Sri Lanka
received from Pakistan certain quantity of
military hardware including AK-47 and
M-186 rifles and four helicopter gunships.
Beside supplying weapons it is believed
that Fakistan trained cerlain number of
Sri Lankan military officers in counter-
insurgency operations during the year
1885™7 which continued until the Indg-
Lanka Peace Accord was signed in July
1387. China was one of the mporant

powers which supplied arms to Srf Lanka
in considerable quantity. This supplg
included patrol boats and assault rifles.!

A small quantity of arms including Cou-
Dar patrol boals, rifles, ammunition and
armoured cars was flown into S Lanka
from Britain. The British government
denied that it had supplied them and
maintained that Colombo had obtained
the arms on a commercial basis. But
former SAS personnal serving the Jersey-
based private security organisation, Kee-
ney Meeney Services (KMS), had been
invelved since 1984 in training the Sri
Lankan security forces in counter-insur-
gency tactics. These mercenaries left Sri
Lanka in March 1987."** While itis difficult
to establish whetherornotthe British arms
and KMS mercenaries came to Sri Lanka
with official blessing, the fact remains that
the source of this help to the beleaguerad
povamnment of S Lanka was an exlra-
regional great power.

It was mentioned earlier that in keeping
with its pro-Western proclivity, Jayewar-
dene's UNP government sought LS.
security guarantee against possible threat
from India. Following the July 1983 ethnic
violence, it was strongly suspected that
the USA was planning to become involved
In Sri Lankan affairs. This speculation was
prompted by a series of mutual visits by
the dignitaries of the USA and Sri Lanka
inthe years 1983-86. CasperWeinberger,
the US Secretary of Detence, made an
unscheduled visit to Colombo in October
1883, Vernon Walters, the US Ambassa-
dor at large, came to Sr Lanka twice, in
December 1983 and in December 1984,
Then came the visits of Joseph Addabo,
Chairman of the House Defence Appra-
priations Committee, and Howard B.
Schafler, Deputy Assistant Secrelary of
State, in January and February of 1984
respeclively. It may be recalled here that
during the same period, Sri Lanka hasta-
ned to conclude certain deals with the
USA which camied strategic implications.
The Indian government fell that the visiis
were intended lo express US support to
the Jayewardene regime and feared that
it would only encourage the hardliners in
the UNP Cabinet to adopt a tougher lina
towards the Tamils 159

India’s apprehensions increased whan
Jayewardene visited the USA in June
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1984 amidst speculation that he was
going to sign & defence pact with the
Western superpower. His powerful Natio-
nal Security Minister, Lalith Athulathmu-
dali, went to Washington in January 1985
and again in June 1986 with a request for
military assistance. Although these visits
apparently drew a blank, there were re-
pors that US mercenaries helped Si
Lanka's security forces in their fight
againstthe Tamil militants.”® More signifi-
cantly, Sr Lanka's Israeli connection
made the US role in the island more
controversial.

Israel supplied arms to Sri Lanka and
sent its inteligence agency, Mossad, for
Intemal security and counter-insurgency
purposes. There were speculations that
Israel was serving as America's front in
Sri Lanka and that Mossad was substitu-
ting for the CIA. These stermmed from the
way Israel extended its support to Si
Lanka. It was reported that arms and
ammunition came from Israel by unmar-
ked Hercules aircraft and Mossad opera-
ted in Sri Lanka through an Israeli “inte-
rests section” in the US embassy. This
interests section had a staff of 25 and a
regular courier service between Colomba
and Tel Aviv.'® India was greatly concer-
ned at the involvement of Isragli com-
mandoesin strengthening the intelligence
gathering and cperational efflciency of the
S Lankan security forces.'™ As a matter
of fact, foreign involvement in Sri Lanka
was construed as intervention by proxy,
putting India's security interests al
slake. '™

All these developments took place
againstthe background of regularclashes
between the Sd Lankan security forces
and Tamil militant groups. The UNP lea-
dership tended lo believe thatthe problem
was one ofterrorism which essentially had
tobe put downmilitarily. Themilitants also,
particulariy the LTTE, were determinad to
fight for their cause. They occasionally
succeeded in their battles against the
gavemnment forces and by the end of
1988, the LTTE virdually ran a parallel
edministration in the Northerm Province.,
Aboutthattime, theyalso hil upon the idea
of a unilateral declaration of indepen-
dence (UDI) for the norih of the (sland.
In an atlempt to preempt such a UDI, the
government of Sri Lanka imposed an
economic and communication blockade
on the Jaffina peninsula on 2 January
1987, and sent troop reinforcements into
the area.

The embargo caused considerable ha-

rdship to the civilian population in Jaffna.
As lhe situation in Jafina continued to
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deteriorate, Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi sent Dinesh Singh as his personal
emissary on 13 March 1987 to Calombao.
He met President Jayewardene and
expressed  India's grave concem. In
response the Sri Lankan government
announced a unilateral ceasefire for ten
days beginning from 12 April. However,
the violence escalated as the LTTE and
EROS spumed this offer and perpetrated
two most brutal massacres of over 300
pacple on 17, 18, 21 April in Colombo's
main bus station and on the road from
Trincomalee to Colombo. The govern-
ment retaliated with indiscriminate
bombings and attacks by security forces
from 20 April.'*®

The govemment of India strongly con-
demned the aerial attacks and other
military actions of the Srl Lankan security
forces in Jaffna. The Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, M.G. Ramachandran, reac-
ted by declaring in the state Assembly that
he would allocate 3.2 million US doliars
to freedom fighters' in Sr Lanka. He
added that he would channel this fund
through the Sr Lankan Tamils in Tamil
Madu to be distributed in Sri Lanka, and
not through the government of Sr
Lanka.'®® The Jayewardene government
viewed this announcement as an apen
and direct military assislancatothe LTTE,
causing strains in the Indo-Lanka relation-
ship. President Jayewardene, faced with
such a scenario, launched 'Operation Li-
beration’ on 26 May 1987 In the Vadama-
rachchi division of the Jaffna peninsula,
in order to regain contral of the area.'s”
By the end of May, the government forces
had gained control of the area, but there
were heavy casualties on both sides and
the question of the capability of the gove-
mment forces to subjugate the entire
peninsula and then holding on toitappea-
red debateable.'®® However, about this
time a mumour spread in Jafina that the
Sri Lankan forces were preparing to move
on to lake Jaffna.

(7o be Continued]
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Deadline for feud of Bangladesh’s

Mark Nicholson

fter 20 months of a paralysing

political feud marked by boycotts,
parliamentary resignations, strikes and
rising viclence, Bangladesh's paolitical lea-
ders — more precisely the "two ladies”,
Mrs Khaleda Zia, the Bangladesh Natio-
nalist parly prime minister, and Sheikh
Hasina, leader of the opposition Awami
League — have been given a deadline
to reach accommodation.

Mr Justice A K M Sadeqgue, the
country's chief election commissioner, on
Sunday set an election date for January
18. The dala is not immutabls. The two
women could agree to defer peolls —
thaugh no later than February 20 under
the present constitution.

But the announcement begins a consti-
tutional countdown against which the two
women must decide whether to allow a
vote to seltle theirincreasingly debilitating
impasse or see the country lurch into
constitutional crisls, civil disorderand eco-
nomic dislocation.

If the row cannot be satisfaclorily re-
solved, the biggest losers are likely to
be Bangladesh's 120 m generally poor
people.

Whatever its alleged sins, the present
govermnment had been successful in stabi-
lising the economy, deregulating trade
and industry and freeing a business sector
— notably in the booming garment in-
dustry — which has pushed economic
growth above 5 per cent and raised
exports by a third,

But the recent series of lengthening
fiartals, or political stoppages, called by
Sheikh Hasina and her opposition par-
ners, the Jatiya party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami, have already stared to threaten
Bangladesh’s fragile economy.

The stoppages, though manifestly
unpopularwith the mass of poor daily-wa-
ged labourers, iraders and frustrated
businessmen, have been enforced by
gangs of stone-throwing “supporiers”,

If their demands remain unmet, Sheikh
Hasina says, the oppaosition will call an
indefinite road, rail and air blockade. This

would be a severe blow to the garments
sector — the country's biggest export
industry.

“The tragedy is thatthis comes atatime
when the country has the opperunity to
raise its growth rate from about 5 per cent
towards 7 or 8 per cent — to really gel
motoring"”, says a diplomat. “In terms of
lost oppartunity, the politics are really
gefting in the way".

The dispute centres on Shelkh Hasina's
claim that “free and fair" elections are
impossible under Mrs Zia's BNP gave-
mment. They would be possible, she
claims, only IfMrs Ziaand her government
rasigned and an election were held under
a "neutral caralaker government™.

The call has become Sheikh Hasina's
palitical mantra since she and har 90 MPs
began beycotting parliament, along with
two smaller opposition parties, after a
by-election in March 1994 which she alle-
ges the ENP won fram the Awami League
by vota rigging.

Her party resigned from the 330-seat
assembly which was dissolved on No-
vember 24, requiring polls within 90 days.

Mrs Zia has so far resisted opposition
demnands, arquing that no such “caretaker
govemnment” is possible under Bangla-
desh's constitution. This was agreed by
bothithe BMP and AwamilLeague afterthe
1991 pollthatusheredin democracy when
popular protests forced out General
Hossain Mohammed Ershad's military
administration.

She has offered to stand down 30 days
before the slections. Not good enough,
says Sheikh Hasina.

To dale, the distrust between the two
women over this single point has proved
immune to the most strenuous diplomacy,

Sir Ninian Stephen, the eminent Austra-
lian lawyer, spent four fruitiess weeks last
year on a Commonwealih conciliation
mission, leaving blame for the continued
impasse largely at Sheikh Hasina's unshi-
fting feel. Bangladesh's main aid donars,
most publicly the US, have since, and
equally unsuccessfully, taken upthe case.

“two ladies’

Much of the problem, Dhaka's palitical
commentalors pointout, is personal rather
than political. Enmity dates from the
earliest of Bangladesh's power struggles.
Sheikh Hasina's father, Genaral Mujib,
who founded the country after a war of
independence against the Pakistani gav-
emment, was assassinated by army offi-
cersin 1975 while Mrs Zia's then husband,
Genaral Zaiur Rahman, was a senior
figure in the military. General Rahman
later became head of state and was
himself assassinated.

Eitterness and suspicion deriving from
perceived historical wrongs arguably se-
parate the two women far more than palicy
differences between their parties.

On economic policy, for instance,
Sheikh Hasina easily admits that there
"isn't much difference” between them.

The prospect of Bangladesh's 52 m
voters going to a contested poll in January
therefore seems to depend on the two
finding a face-saving formula.

However, if Shelkh Hasina and her
political pariners boycolt the election,
says Justice Sadeque, ha could be forced
to abandon it. In such circumstances,
other officials even suggest that the army
might feel obliged to intervene and hold
elections under the “neutrality” of martial
law.

More likely is an attempt to fudge a
semi-constitutional solution, where by
Mrs Zia would announce her resignation
and entrust the president, the former
ENP speaker of the house, to create a
short-term election-holding administration
under his vaguely defined “residual
powers".

Itis widely felt — by all but party officials
— that while both the BMP and Awami
League have lost support during the pro-
tracted feud, the unpopularty of the
Ahartalshas hurt Shaikh Hasina more.

On the evidence of the past 20 months,
& poor performance in contested polls are
likely to do nothing to persuade Sheikh
Hasina, adamant that she speaks for the
majerity, that the polls could possibly have
been free and fair.
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New Challenges

How can organizations such as the IMF, the World Bank, and the UN — in existence for 50 years
__ be reformed to deal with the problems confronting the international community in the 21st century?

(A Japanese perspective)

Yoshio Okubo

he word is very different from

what it was 50 years agoe when the
Bratton Woods institutions were establi-
shed. Global trade has expanded steadily,
direct and portiolio investment flows have
increased, and the world economy is rapi-
diy beingintegrated. These developments
signify the substantial achievernent of the
initial goals of the Bretton Woods institu-
tions, which were founded to restore and
develop the postwar economy, creaig a
multilateral payment system for current
transactions, and eliminate restrictions on
foreign exchange. Also, by adapiing to
changing conditions, these instilutions
have been able to manage a variety of
problems that have arisen during the pro-
cess of postwar global economic deve-
lopment, including oil crises, debt crises,
and emergency support for countries in
transition working to adapt to market-
oriented economic systems.

As capital markets have been libera-
lized and financial technigues revolutioni-
zed, economic trends and policies in ane
country are more likely to have an imme-
diate effect on other countries. While eco-
nomlc integration has broadened busi-
ness opporunities and conirbuted o
greater convenience, it has also introdu-
ced new kinds of risk. These changes in
the international finance market have
affected private industry and govemmen-
tal activity in all countries, while forcing the
intermational community to reassess the
roles of the IMF, the World Bank, and
regional development banks.

The crsis In Mexico early this year
symbalizes the changes that are taking
place. Mexico has been one of the most
successful countries at economic deve-
lopment. In the early 1980s it overcame
ils debt crisis, made progress in opening

The atithor s direcior of the Development fnsii-
fians Division ai tha Intemational Finance Sureay
of the Mty of Snance.
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its economy, relying increasingly on port-
folio investment flows to finance its deve-
lopment. Last year, however, Mexico's
deficitin its currant account grew substan-
tially, sustained by the nominal exchan-
ge market at a level that gradually diver-
ged from its economic fundamentals;
meanwhile, capital flow became depen-
dent an sheri-term securities investment.

As a result, an adjustment became
unavoidable in late 1994 and early 1985,
which in turn triggered a financial crisis.
The effects of the crisis spread to other
emerging economies, making it tampora-
rily difficult, for example, to secure ade-
quate financing.

Through bold and appropriate respon-
ses by the international financial commu-
nity, in particular by the IMF, this crisis is
being overcome, and brighter prospects
are on the horizon. Nevertheless, what
happened in Mexico demaonstrated that,
in the midst of dramalic increasas in priva-
te capital flow, internaticnal integration of
capital markets, and the an-gaing renova-
tions in new financial technigues, a finan-
clal crisis in one counlry can have an
immediate effect on other countries, even
those in other regions that were thought
to be financially healthy. International
institutions must therefora establish the
systems needed to adequately deal with
these potential risks.

As to how international financial institu-
tions, particularly the IMF, should deal with
these issues, it is first necessary for the
IMF to strengthen its early-waming
system. To that end, it must eslablish
benchmarks for the timely publication of
key economic and financial data, and also
ensure that all member nalions repor
standard sets of data in a full and timely
mannar. The IMF must also provide clea-
rer policy advice to all governments.

At the same time, the IMF must develop

the ability to mount a quick and appropria-
te response in case a crisis does develop.
In this sense, the Halifax Summit comimu-
nigue was well timed in its call for the
establishment of an "Emergency Finance
Mechanism" as a new standing procedu-
re. Should a crisis arise, such a mecha-
nism would provide faster procedure to
resort to the IMF resources with high and
up-front access.

To support this mechanism, the IMF's
capital base must be strengthened, which
means the following steps must be pur-
sued; first, G-10 and other countries with
the capacity to support the intemational
financial system should develop financing
arrangements with the objective of doub-
ling, as quickly as possible, the possible
amourit currently available under the
IMF's General Agreement to Borrow,
thereby ensuring that the IMF can deal
with financial emergencies; and second,
discussions on the quota review should
be continuad to ensure that the IMF has
sufficient resources.

Also, in view of changes occurring in
the global financial system, a wideranging
review should be conducted on the role
and function of special drawing righls
(SDR). In addition, agreement has been
raached regarding the need for closer
international cooperatienin strengthening
finanancial marke! supenvision and regu-
lation, with the aim of safeguarding the
health of the financial system and preven-
ting erosion of necessary prudential stan-
dards. Furthermore, the Halifax summit
communique made many proposals con-
carning the role of intermational financial
instilutionsin promoting sustainable deve-
lopment,

To ensure that international financial
institutions are able to respond appropria-
tely lo changes in the global econamy, the
proposals described above should be
implemented as soon as possible.



INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The T.V. Debate

By Rohan Jayawardana

here is considerable controversy

over amendments that may ba effec-
tedtothe Code of Intellectual Property Act
Mo. 52 of 15879, particularly within the
forum of local television.

When there is a high element of dis-
agreament, it is of special importance to
ensure that justice is indeed served by
amendment of existing law which has so
far been found to be acceptable.

The present statulais sixteen yearsold,
or more precisely, sixteen years young.
It must be borne in mind thal statutes are
formulated usually to serve serveral gene-
raticns and not only the present or the
near-luture.The former so-called Compa-
nies Ordinance of Sri Lanla (Ceylon) re-
mained in the books for over three deca-
des prior to amendment although com-
merce is one of the most rapidly evolving
spheres of human activity,

Therefore if 2 commercial — matter, or
law relating to protection of & philosophy
that may at least in some ways relata to
commerce, needs amendment, it must be
manilestly clear that the interest of the
country asawhole be served and thateone
segment of the commercial fratermity anly
should not profit through such amend-
ment, in a commercial sense,

The Intelleciual Property law as it
stands was based on an intermnationally
accepted model and involved the partici-
pation of Lalith Athulathmudali PC, and
Lakshman Kadirgamar FC. Both gentle-
men have been active in the formulation
of laws overseas.

It can therefore be assumed that the
Code of Intellectual Property Act No. 52
of 1879 was carefully researched and was
also up to date in application.

Focussing on the controversial aspect,
the ETV television channel alleges that
the MTV channel would profit oul of the

amendment of the law, and that its own
functions would be seriously affectad with
adverse national consequences.

The “serious affect” would be on the
broadcast of the transmissions of
STAR-TV received from abroad, inclusive
of the BEC-TV programmes.

There is no doubt that at least the
EBC-TV programmes are highly infarma-
tive and also of priceless educational va-
lue. Their well-researched and vividly pre-
sented documentaries are of highest in-
ternational class and are sometimes unri-
valled anywhere in the world. They assist
both adults and children in the develop-
ment of their mind,

The lass of the BEC-TV programmes
would be a blow of great magnilude in
EVERY INTELLECTUAL SENSE!

It therefore appears that the amend-
ment of the Intellectual Propery law
may, in fact, turn out to be intellectually
dis-advantageous.

Further, the service performed by the
ETV channel of Sri Lanka is in conformity
with existing law, There is no doubt that
considerable financial commitments have
been made by themin equipmentand stafi
for this purpose as they would not have
envisaged amendmeant of up-to-date legi-
slation which may undo their enterprize.

If any other channel in competition with
them finds it a matterof commercial incon-
venience to be a rival, that is one of the
many risks of private enterprise and they
should fake the consequence fairly. Alter-
natively they cught 1o be spurred, through
application of research and development
methedolagy, inte imaginative and popu-
lar endeavour if they find their existence
at stake. The twin factors of Supply and
Demand in afree enterprise systemdicta-
te that the public shall Demand only the
Maost Acceptable of Supply.

We could of course revar to Totalitaria-
nism, which predetermines what is good
for the public!

Let us now consider the disposition of
the supplier of the electronic (TV) signal
from overseas, namely STAR-TV.

In the jungle of competition within the
free enterprise system many risks are
taken 2o long as the Retum is viable. "Win
some, Lose some” is the philosophy and
one stays in the game if the winnings
prove the risks or some losses to be
woarthwhile gambles.

Therefore if a signal thatis sent outinto
“open lerrtory” such as the side open
skies is also used by the skillful intercep-
tion of a receiver operating within the laws
of its country, that is one of the many
aspects of commercial gambling in open
temitory. The factthat STAR-TV conlinues
in operation manifests thatithas been and
is indeed a profitable gambling that they
indulge.

Mow, why should a government step
into this scheme of things to alter the
status quo, particularly if it works to the
advantage of one commercial segmentin
Sri Lanka and to the intellectual detriment
of the of the public?

In such a situation a government should
be averse o pressures of any sort, whe-
ther they emanate from sources within or
without the boundaries of this country.
Interferance by commercially-motivated
aclivists is almost always anathema to the
wider national interest, while it must
always be cbvious thatthe cause of justice
Is served by the process of law.

Ifitis apparent that the cause of justice
is not, perhaps, being served, the public
could well assume that the paople’s repre-
sentatives do nol serve the people's inte-
rest, and that government has enterpri-
singly ventured into the forum of fat cats.
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CULTURE

The Treasures of a Lost Buddhist World

Michael Gibson

PARIS

bout 130 years ago, for the first

time in centuries, European travelers
began to venlure deep inlo the tremen-
dous Taklimakan and Gobi deseris exten-
ding westward from China and north-
ward from Tibet — a spectacular and
inhozpitable region archaeclogists referto
as Serindia.

A small number of surprising objecis
these adventurous men brought back with
them prompted archaeologists to prick up
their 2ars and follow in hot pursuit, Most
notable was a Buddhist scroll written on
birch bark. Experis dated it around the
second century, making it the oldest
Buddhist manuscript in existence. The
archaeclogists, in turn, reaching these
eroded hills populated by subsistence
farmers, came upan lost cities, crumbling
temples, Buddhist monasteries and fres-
coed caves. In one instance, a single
walled-up cave lurned outto be a vertable
Qumran of Buddhism, yielding 40,000
precious manuscrpts. A small but highly
significant part of this material is the object
of a 300-item exhibition at the Grand
Palais, "Serindia, Terre de Bouddha”
through Feb. 18.

Most of the objects, on loan from 5t
Petersburg, London, Berlin, Seoul, Mara,
Tashkent, Dushanbe and other places —
delicate manuseripts, paintings on silk,
clay sculptures and mural paintings, many
of stunning beauty — were brought back
by such scholars as the brilliant young
Frenchman Paul Pelliot (who was only 27
at the time), the Hungarian-borm Sir Mark
Aurel Stein, the Germans Aloent Grunwe-
del and Albert van Le Cog or the Russian
Demitri Klementz, during the first decades
of this century.

ltwas soon acknowledgedthatthey had
discovared a forgotten nexus of civillza-
tion that had first flourished 2,000 years
ago in a belt of oases passing north and
south of the terrible wasta and grandly
described as kingdoms: Khotan, Kashgar,
Kucha, Turfan, Loulan and Dunhuang.

Inhabited at first by an Indo-European
population, the nases were taken over by
constantly turning tides of Tibetans,
Uighurians and Chingse.

Through them passed not only the tra-
ders of the Silk Route, braving the bandits
who occasionally took them for ransom
or robbed them and slit their throals, but
also lone Buddhist monks carrying pre-
cious cargoes of scrolls in their back-
packs, white-robed Manichean sages
from Iran and austere Mestorian clerics
who founded Christian monasteries even
in remote Tibet.

Ten centuries later, the advances of
Islam and the weariness with which the
Chinase thereafter viewed the turbulent
world to the west of the Great Wall led
to the dacline of these towns. They were
ultimately abandoned and lay forgottenfar
close to 1,000 years.

The Manichean trove was a boon for
historians who knew little about that vani-
shed religion beyond what such adver-
saries as St. Augustine had reporied. But
much had been irretrievably lost in the
decade preceding the discoveries. Le Cog
experanced the ullimate archaeologist's
nightmare In 1904 when a peasant told
him how he had demolished a Manichean
temple a few years earlier to make way
for a field. Yes, it had been full of illumina-
ted manuseripts, butthe wriling had struck
him as sinister so he had taken tha whole
lot, five wagon loads of books, and
dumped them into the river.

But Serindia was above all the key
vector for the development and propana-
tion of Buddhism to China. The celebrated
Chinese monk Xuanzang traveled
through Khotan on his way to India in the
seventh century. He had setoutin search
of Buddhist sources, remained in India to
study for many years, finally returning to
China with a great store of books, relics
and statues. A ninth-century painling on
silk depicts just such a figure of 2 monk
striding through the waste, weighed down
by an enormous hamper full of scrolls and
escorted by a vigilant tiger.

The emperor summoned Xuanzang on
his return, heard him and commanded a
report on his lravels thal sunvives to this

day. His exploit also gave birth to that great
Chinese classic, the Si YeuKlor "Journay
Waesl” in which the monk and his motley
escort (including the Monkey King), brave
tigers, dragons and monsters in pursuit of
their sacred guest.

The local people were Buddhist at the
tima. Whan Marco Polo passed through
Khotan five centurias later, on his way
east, he noted that the inhabitants “waor-
shiped Mohammed.”

Both esoteric Tibetan and Manichean
influgnces are discemed in a splendid,
ninth-century painting on silk depicting the
doomed efforts of the forcas of evil lad by
Mara to prevent Sakyamuni from reaching
enlightenment. The painter displays ima-
ginative resources worthy of Hieronymus
Bosch in portraying monsters from hell
assaulting the serene figure seated in the
lotus pasition in the middle of the painting.

Experls may ba ecstatic about the ma-
terial, which is of crucial historical impor-
tance, and enthralled by the exhibition,
which allows them to compare objects
now preserved in museums in varous
paris of the worid, but even those who are
not familiar with the daunting intricacies
of the Buddhist pantheon cannct but be
stired by the beauty of many of these
paintings and sculptures, and touched by
the pathos of lime which all but wiped out
the memory of a crucial moment in the
history of Asia,

The extrame aridity of the climate none-
theless preserved such frail objects as g
sutra scroll on yellow silk, dating from the
fifth century, that has come down to us
an state of incredible, pristine freshness.
The frescoes have suffered from the de-
predations of farmers who fancied them
as fedilizer, bul poignantly beautiful
seventh- or eighth-century fragments
brought back from Kizil or Shorchuk, with
their subtle colors and flowing drafisman-
ship, once again demonstrate that thera
is no such thing as progress in art but an
almost imeless constant to which all true
artists refer,

The exhibition will ba atthe Metropolitan
Museum in Tokya, April 20 to July 7.
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SRI LANKAN LITERATURE (3)

Colonized Turn Colonizers

Jeanne Thwaites

f they had been contemporaries it is unlikely that

they would have become friends for Woolf would have had
to break out of the social barrers that had been forced on him
and overcome his contempt of people who enjoyed what he
did not — and possibly had not been exposed to — horse
racing, playing bridge, or singing around a piano, it was at such
occupations he would have found such legendary Ceylonese
as D.5. Senanayake, Arthur vanLangenberg, Bevis Bawa,
Oliver Goonetileke Lakdasa de Mel relaxing off hours.

That Daniel and Woolf chose to become colonizers can be
seen a need to legitimatize themselves in a system whera they
had the misfortune to be sired by an unlucky sperm. Daniel
says, "When | was ata school here (Ceylon), we spoke nothing
but English, and although the servants at Royden (his parents’
home) were Sinhalese, they preferred to speak English rather
than their mother longue” (7). Atevery level the colonized ware
eager to anglicize:

Itmade them see theirpast as one wasteland of non-achieve-
ment and it makes them want to distance themselves from
that wasteland. It makes them want to idenlify with what is
furthest remaoved from themselves: for instance, with other
peoples’ languages rather than their own (Ngugi 3).

British colonialism seemed rock-solid at that time, and nane
of the game players had any reason to balisve that they would
live to see independence for Ceylon. In Ngugi's words they
had been planted 'with serious doubts about theiroral rightness
of struggle” (3). Woolf, meanwhile, when he joined the C.C.S.,
must also have expected anti-Semitism to continue for many
years. Correclly so, for it had taken hold in Europe, where it
was o escalate into Hitler's Holocaust.

The depersonalization of the colonized is one of the most
insidious evils of the system, In Woolf's case he had suffered
depersonalization in England, for even his liberal wife was to
speak of him in a cliche. On their engagement she wrote that
she would be marrying a “penniless Jew;" she could as easily
have said a “penniless Englishman,” or “penniless writer,” but
chose instead an expression developed by racists — one
impoverished Jews do not use to describe themselves. Daniel
was also somewhat depersonalized in Ceylon for if he was
not considered a “real” Dutch Burgher what was he? Like
Woolf, an eseape into a world of absolutes would have seen
altractive and so he threw in his lot with the English upper
class.

Daniel’'s father and grandfather were wealthy enoughto send
their children ta England, a three week voyage from their own
country, to be educated along British upper class lines (1 &
4). My father was toinflict such a separation on his own children,
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sending his son Patrick to England and my sister Barbara to
an English school in India — | was only six when first separatad
from my parents for ten months of each year at a stretch. Our
parents thus set out to reconstruct their children to a mold
outside their own culture. Because he showed no sign of his
Sinhalese blood, for his schooling had corected his accent
and given him the style of an Englishman, Rex Daniel becamea
indistinguishable from upper class Englishmen, with amusing
consequences. He was frequently waved to by the Royal
Family, bath at Ascot and Wimbledon — he had become
someane they probably thought they must know.* In England,
far the first time, he found a place where he was given instant
respect by strangers. In Ceylon however, he still could not entar
an English club;

I regarded myself as a true loyal subject of the British
government, | was not regarded as such by the Britishers
in Sri Lanka. | was not eligible for membership to the
European Club on the ramparis, a club | had to pass and
repass at least four limes a day on my way to the Kachcheri,
where the Government Agent worked (7).

Paradoxically it was in England that Woolf was the outsider
and in Ceylon that he became a “real” English gentleman.
He wrote, “we were grand because we were a ruling caste
inaslrange Asiatic country,” and “in Ceylon wa wera allalways,
subconsciously or consclously, playing a part, acting upon a
stage" (24/25). In Caylon his Jewishness could be successiuly
cencealed and he does not mention it. He says more than
once he would have become the Governor if he stayed (247
el al) but knew that the English colonial govemnors were
politically appeinted from England, that is, they were not Jews,

In the comparison of their writing, it is abvious that Danigl
Is much the mare secure, for he does not Woolf's compulsion
to assure the reader that he is inteligent. He does not aven
mention his other natural atlributes. He has entirely forgotian
to mention that he was a considerable athlete and presents
himsell as a spors junkie who had a need o be at every
championship tennis match and other game. He does not
mention he was well read.® Woolf, praises himself without
embarrassment.

The ideal human adult, from the colonial English point of
view, was a heterosexual English-born Protestant male, extro-
verted, courageous, with some money in the family. He must
have attended a Public School, graduated from either Oxford
or Cambridge, fought for England, and married an English
woman. It was best that he have children, and that at least
one be male.

Dapiel and Woolt, as the chart shows, had both pluses and
minuses when judged by this criteria;



DANIEL

WOOLF

plus (English)

plus {male)

plus (heterosexual)*
minus (Jew)

plus (Virginia: English)
minus (none)

minus (medical exemption)
minus (introvert)

minus

plus

plus/minus (St. Paul's)**
plus (Cambridge)

Mationalily minus (Ceylonese)
Sex plus (male)
Sexual preferance plus (heterosexual)
Aaligion plus (Protestant)
Marriage minus (Barbie: Ceylon)
Chifldren plus {five, ona male)
War service plus (WD)
Parsonality plus (extrovert)
Fhysical courage plus
Financial stability plus
FPublic School plus {Bedford)
Liniversity plus {Oxfard)

10 plus

2 minus

6-1/2 plus
5-1/2 minus

* He appeared to ba heterosexual, but as | discuss later, thera is some possibility he was not.

** Woalf's education was at 5t. Paul's an authenlic Public School, but a day school, "lacking the essential qualifications of cataring specifically

far the upper classes (Bamfard i)

The very iacl that the two men’s education included both
Fublic scheols and a major university shows how well they
and their families understood the imporance of doing things
the “right way.” As Daniel was much closer to the English
colonial mode than Wooll, it is obvious why his self-image was
stronger, for he would have been fighting fewer demons. This
also may be why he was so often able to stand up against
the colonial system even when working in it. Before | made
the ehant | had become repelled by Leonard Woolf, as revealed
by himself, particularly when compared to the cheery optimism
of Daniel. Now | have nothing but sympathy for the older man
for it is evident that he carried a far greater burdan.

The heaviest burden Woolf must have carried was that even
his wife Virginia sneered at his Jewish family. Woolfs Public
School would have made cerain that his behavior was in place
befare he went on to Cambridge but boys who came from a
different cultural home life often had ta face that they had now
slepped into social world where their parents could not follow.
Waalf did not invite his mother lo his wedding. Quentin Bell
writes about this occasion: “Did they perceive that she thought
their furniture hideous? Did she seem to them a haughty goy
thinking herself too good for the family of their brilliant son?
I am afraid that probably they did." She described her first visit
to them:

“A sandwich, Miss Stephen — or may | call you Virginia?"

“Whal? Ham sandwiches for tea?"

“Not Ham: potted meat. We don't eat Ham or bacon or
Shellfish in this house.”

“Mot Shell fish? Why not shell fish?"

“Because it says in the Scriptures that they are unclean
crealures & our Mr. Josephs at the Synagogue — & —"

It was queer (1912-1915 3).

How she sneers: ham is Ham, and shell fish is Shellfish —
how queer they are. She is confident that her friends will also
find them gueer. “Work and love and the Jews in Putney
(Leonard's family) take it out of me," sha was to write o one.
“The Jews in Putney,” is much like an American white calling
her Black in-laws, "the Blacks in Watts," as if it is an alfront

to her that they live in a neighborhood where there are many
other Blacks.

The purpose of English Public schooling was not so much
to educale, as to rearrange the thinking of the students along
some very particular lines. Their accent had to become uniform
British upperclass. Parents were nowto bereferred to as “Maler
and Fater." A father could not be hugged or kissed in public
— his hand was shaken — but a mother could be kiszed on
the cheek and embraced with restraint. A barrier was thus
introduced both into the home, and also into friendships.

First names were dropped in English Public Schools, and
Daniel's and Woolf's writing show how this rule often prevented
them from sounding close to other man, but also how it allowed
them la show special affection by breaking it. Daniel calls most
Ceylonese and his personal English lriends by their firstnames,
but the English members of the C.C.S. by their last only. The
effect is to suggest that he had little affection for his English
colleagues.

Waaolf, on the other hand, calls just one man by his first
name-Lyllon Strachey is “Lytton." His English colleagues are
usually called by their last name only or by their job: the “G.A.,"
"AG.A and so on. The Ceylonese are further demoted: “an
engineer,” “the dogboy,” even when they are in his life eveary
day. He thus sounds cold and unfrigndly.

Making a person nameless, Memmi calls a colonist's way
of depersonalizing the colonized whose self-image then beco-
mes one of the interchangeable cog they truly are in their
oppressors eyes. It also makes others see the nameless one
as a colonized stereolype. When a prostitute Wooll has sex
with is called “a Burgher gid” (Growing 67), there is an
implication that prostitute and Burgher are synonyms of each
other.

Colonization and the family

Both Daniel and Woalf chose to marry brilliant out-spoken
womean whose social posilions legitimized them so thase wives'
influence was profound. Woolf was a bachelor in Ceylon but
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wrote Growingafter many years as a married man. Daniel also
started out his C.C.5. life as a bachelor but maried five years
later. If he had been only seeking to legitimatize his position
through marmiage, however, he would surely have chosen an
English woman.

Those who colonize or are colonized subconsciously recrea-
te similar hierarchical relationships in every aspect of their lives,
and it is particularly noticeable that the patterns are repeated
in their relationships at home, where they reproduce many of
the insidious aspects of domination that they may actually
deplore. Men who come from a culture of indulgent husbands
will suddenly become tyrants, wives begin to domineer rather
than guide their children, and the children react to hierarchic
notions by jostling for dominance one over the other. To
establish a pecking order is any animal's nature, of course,
but other signs of opprassion have to be learned. If a family
has already started to emulate the oppressor's behavior, the
pattern becomes entrenched into successive generations. We
see the connection in uneducated American Blacks who are
often criticized by middle-class whites for beating their children
for infractions that seem minor — a pattern of behavior which
iz still mirroring white slave masters' treatment of their grandpa-
rents. | have met American Blacks who boast of being beaten
by their parents as if it somehow made them the betler for
it.

Daniel's Ceylonese family was anglicized and it was one
of intense sibling rivalry. In Leffer; he comments that he was
astonished that his own children were not quarrelsome or
jealous of each other, but “your mother took it for granted
because her own brothers and sisters were like that” (83).
Barbie was also a colonized woman but “the woman as an
oppressed person is almest more free, in a way, than the man
is. She has fewer principles dictating her behavior. She has
mare disrespect” (Sartre 103)

Under Roman Duich law Barbie would personally have
owned nothing after her marriage. In a divarce, their children
waould have belonged to their father only. She would naot,
therefore, have taken the matter of marriage lightly nor would
Reg if only because the care of the children was strictly a
woman's duty in Ceylon, as was the running of the household.
Men did not have the home-training to handle such matters
and his account of his early C.C.S. days as a bachelor show
how incompetent he was at it (10/17). Most men in Ceylon,
afler a divorce, find having to run their households a most
disagreeable task.

ltwas love atfirstsight for both Barbie and Reg: “She entered
the train | was traveling in. | immediately attached myself lo
her... There was a dance that evening...| propesed to her that
night” (18). To his chagrin Barbie laughed at him, but he knew
he was in love when the next day, “I refused a girl's invitation
to take her to the G.O.H. dance thatl night, which was very
unusual for me!” He proposed again, and was accepted.
“Barbie told me that she had been in love with me ever since
she had seen me on my retumn to Sri Lanka five years earlier...
When she was only fifteen.” It would seem that this particular
young woman, though shy of strangers, was unusually sure
of her emotions. When he talks of Barbie, however, itis rarely
to comment on her appearance and charm, what a loving
mother she was, or to admire her as an arist and musician.
He looks back on their life together as two friends who were
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constantly coming atlife from different directions but were totally
committed to the relationship. Towards the end of the book
he briefly analyzes their relationship and why they lived "happily
ever after” (144). He gives her all the cradit

As a husband and father, however, Daniel shows himself
at his warst — intensely selfish, particularly at the beginning
of his mamage — and cruelly unsupportive of his wife. They
were seldom wilhout company during their six-month honey-
moon in Europe, and even after she became pregnant his
friends and relatives traveled with them on occasion. Reg's
caliousnass is appalling. He does not change their itinerary
when she gets ill frequently and leaves her in hotel rooms to
go sight-seeing alone. Barbie makes a bet with his nephaw
Jack that she will eat every cookie offered her at the Peak
Frean factory: “Needless to say, she was quite ill on the way
back and Christy® and | walked on, completely disowning her
and Jack never stopped laughing at your mother all the way
home” (42). She eventually becomes so il that her doctor
sternly tells him she must slow down or find another doctor.
Reg promises lo see she does but continues as before. He
does not seem capable of seeing marriage other than a
convenience for himself and this is exactly what the colonials
do when meving into the colonizer's country.

Their relationship quickly changes from idyllic to dysfunc-
tional yet he does not seem aware that it was or that it came
to an impasse which she, in a stunning reversal, managed
to correct. She had never had to deal with social oneups-
manship until her marriage. When she finds her husband's
Englishness is nothing like as uncomplicaled as she has
presumed, for he alternately bullies and neglects her, she uses
her first pregnancy as an excuse to return home:

Hi? came up and drove her down to Colombo... She told
me she would not be returning until after the Chrisimas
holidays. It was now the 14th (of Decermber). She was sorry
to go but thought it best to do so. She said she was fesling
thoroughly scared and needed to be reassured about the
business of having a baby (55).

Instinctively, she uses another man (her brother) as an ally
to make her husband listen to her. She stayed with the
vanLangenbergs until herfirst child was bornthe following April,
Only when she was a mother could she instill her own value
system on her new household and when she returned had
changed from a shy dependent girl to a strongly assertive
woman who changed what she didn't like about their life. She
hroke hierarchical rules witheut hesitation: hugged naked
Rodiya (untouchable) babies (57), and cleanad out dirty rest
houses herself to shame the staff (127). She did not, however,
try and curb her husband's hectic social life but now filled it
with her own Ceylon friends as well as his. In the process he
became more Ceylonese. In Mannar Daniel describes taking
over as A.G.A. from Sandys, a bachelor Englishman, whose
sister has been acting as his hostess.

MHaoles
Personal Recolleclion.
Parsonal Rocoliection.
He was very well read. Personal Hecollection.
Hisg glster.
Micknama for her brother Honry.
NEXT: THE LONELY WOOLF
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BOOKS

Ethnic Strife and Politics in Sri Lanka: An Investigation info Demands
and Responses, New Delhi: Navrang
(In Collaboration with Lake House, Colombo) 1994, pp 252; Rs. 750.

W. A. Wiswa Warnapala

Reviewed by Ananda Welihena

ne of the crucial issues in

Sri Lankan palitics, since 1983, isthe
ethnic strife. Whal are its demands and
responses?

The ethnic issue is crucial because it
has spawned a political crisis and debilita-
ted the Sri Lankan State which has mani-
fesled a significant stability in the past. In
the acknowledgement of the book, the
author Prof. Wiswa Warnapala, Member
of Pariament and the Deputy Minister of
Higher Educalion, has stressed that ‘S
Lanka, in the last iwo decades experien-
ced' a political crisis Lnprecedented in the
fistory of the couniry wihich for years,
remained comparatively a stable political
system basedon the Brtish partiamentany
traaition, Ethnic siife has been the major
slement i the continuing poltical cri-
LA

Ethnic strife is not restricted to the Sri
Lankan polity. At the international level
tog, it can be seen particularly, in the
polities of Eastern Europe, Asia and Africa
which ara multi-ethnic, linguistic and reli-
gious in character.

The ethnic strife has assumed a political
role in these countries. It is a power-orien-
ted struggle seeking o establish an ethnic
identity by exploring a homeland and a
Separate State based on the historical
pasl.

The reviewer i a Lecturer in Foliicall Science,
Linvarsity of Feradeniya.
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Multi-ethnic Setting

Srl Lanka is defined as a pluralist pality
by the western scholars consisting of
three small ethnie groups with a majority
community of Sinhala Buddhists at the
centre. A violent revolutionary leadership
is manipulating the Tamil ethnic minority
lo acquire a political role; the failure to
discover a peaceful co-existenca with the
majority community has spawned the
crisis of the national question. It implies
that a multi-ethnic polity must have a
palitical frame work to ensure the peaceful
co-habitation of all groups.

The centri-fugal tendency of the Tamil
militant group can be resolved by a solu-
tion. The conflict resolulion necassitates
an investigation into the demands of the
ethnic strife because of their energising
effect on the forward march of the strife.
The struggle will continue siowly but
relentlessly until the demands are met.

What are the responses of successive
governments to salisfy these demands?
Why have they not gained the approval
of the parties in disputes? What would be
the salution that will win their approval?

The invastigation into this erisis of the
State, propelled by the ethnic strife, with-
out looking into the demands of the
elhnic group and the responses of the
decision-making institution of the political
syslems of the paslt, |5 a futile effort. The
study reveals that there have been conti-
nuities and changes in this task over
years,

The decision-makers of the present

Feople’s Alliance (PA) government will be
pleased to go through the demands and
responses, thalthis strife has experienced
in the past years, to offer an appropriate
solution,

The study on the ethnic strife of Sn
Lanka was planned in Sri Lanka but done
at the University of Antwerp in Belgium
during the sabbatical leave of Prof. Wiswa
Warnapala for which encouragement was
extended by Prof. W.ALS. Caomelis of the
College of Developing Countries at the
University of Antwerp and Prof. R, Doom,
the Directar of the Centre for Third Warld
Studies of State University of Gent. Prof.
Caornelis writes that "the Publication of this
most Interesting document is again the
final step of another encouraging and
enriching research experience, based on
a ten-month collaboration between Prof.
Wiswa Wamapala (Then Head of De-
partment of Palitical Science, University
of Peradeniya) and Prof. R. Doom".

Contacts with Universities, institutions
and organizations interested in Third
World development enabled the comple-
tion of this project. These organizations
were Keen 1o develop a dialogue between
the developed and developing countries.

Belgium was chosen for this research
for two reasons: 1. Belgium is one of the
industrialised states which has adopted a
friendly and co-operative attitude towards
the developing countries of the Third
Waorld; 2. the socic-political system of
Belgium is useful for a comparative study
because it has successiully introduced a
re-structuralization of its polity in response



to the demands of the 55% of the Flemish
speaking people and 45% of the Franch
speaking papulation. The integrity of the
State is not bifurcated nor its sovereignty
violated. The conflict resolution sirategy
of Belgium serves as a model and an eye
openerfor SriLanka toresolve the prasent
ethnic strife.

Palitical Crisis

The investigation into the Sri Lankan
Political crisis and its the ethnic strife
addresses the demands and responses
that this issue has generated over a pe-
riod. The first chapter is devoted to the
explication of the multi-ethnic plural set-

ting of the Sri Lankan polity. The analysis

reveals that its integrity and oneness is
threatenad by the Tamil ethnic militancy.
Willthe multi-characterof the polity remain
intact and stable over the years? Will the
forces of religion, language, ethnicity, and
caste threalen its national integrity and
sovereignty? Will the plural society create
“imagined communities” by inventing tra-
ditions and myths from the ancient pass?
WIll it assist in the exploration of the
historical past with a view to legitimising
the struggle to attain political goals? Will
it jeopardise the power of the majority
Sinhala Buddhist population which is
imputed as a hegemonic force seeking to
threaten the rights of the minorities?

The authorargues that the pre-eminen-
ce position granted to Sinhala Buddhism
is never intended to be used to the detri-
ment of small minority groups. If the small
ethnic groups are ready and willing to
co-operate and accommodate with a spirit
of give and take then much progress can
be achieved. This is important because
it is the Sinhala community, by virue of
its numerical strength, controls the State
{oa17):

However, care must be exercised lo
ensure that policies and programmes are
not introduced to gralify the needs of the
dominant group only. When the dominant
group exercises power and authority, it
can shift towards the majority. lis status,
wealth and power, would arouse a feeling
of deprivation among the minorities, resul-
ting in diverse poliical strategies fo gain
their rights and culminating with an armed
struggle: a warwaged at two fronts of the
Stale and ethnic group incurring heavy
destruction of people and property,

Sinhalese-Tamil Indentity and Issues

In the next chapter, discussion is cen-
tred on “Sinhalese-Tamil Identity" which
is recognised as the major cause of the
ethnic strife. The concept of identity indu-
ces nationalistic feelings due to number
of factors. For the Buddhists, the Maha-
vamsa Chronicles provide incentives to-
wards the unity of religion and nation (p.
28). Buddhism, Sinhala culture and lan-
guage are intermingled to provide for a
separate ethnic identity which has to be
not only saved and protected but advan-
ced and improved. But this task has ils
adverse repercussions: 1) it retards the
progress of constructing a common work-
ing class consciousness because the
trade unions wera attempting to adopt
ethnic tendencies to altract better levera-
ge for their struggles; 2) it retards the
progress of constructing one nation. The
British favoured a divided polity with ethnic
divisions based on communal reprasenta-
tion for the permpetuation of their power.
Itis to achieve this aim that they practised
a divide and rule strategy.

The Third chapter addresses the di-
verse issues emerging out of the ethnic
division. (1) The issue of English educated
elite who perpetuated the British rule falled
to cement the ethnic division. The elite
sought avenues to meet their own political
interests through representational poli-
tics. (2) Representation was the other
issue which exacerbated the ethnic con-
flict shifting from the communal to territo-
rial. (3) The disenfranchisement of the
Indian plantation workers was another
issue which augmented the communal
strife with the formaltion of the Tamil Fede-
ral Party. (4) The other issues were lan-
guage, education (university admisslon)
and employment. However, the crucial
landissueis focussedinthe fourth chapter
under the “Traditional Homeland" issue.

Homeland Responses

The Homeland issue, one of the most
controversial demands of the Tamil mili-
tants, which the author has analyzed,
documented and explicated with facts and
figures based on statistical data, This
chapter incorporates the schemes of re-
conciliation of the conflict emerging from
the homeland issue. The emphasis is
provided to the responses of the succes-
sive govermments from the early 1950s
beginning from the responses of Mr

S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike. The successive
conflict resolution strategies employed
were: the District Development Councils,
the dialogue and negotiations with the
Tamil militants in India and Thimpu and
the Indo-Lanka Peace Accord. The failure
of these strategies, particulary the latter
lo salisfy the demands of the Tamil mili-
tants pertaining to the homeland issua,
hadinduced them to a commitment to fight
fora Separate Stale, Political parties have
attempted to resolve the homeland issue
by advancing a proposal for a federal
system which has resulted in a new politi-
cal discourse in the polity. The state is
searching for an altermative proposal to
settle the conflict of the homeland issue.

The Federalist Solution

In the political discourse, this altemative
proposal of federalism has been the focal
point which the author has dwelt extensi-
vely in chapter five. It is the most interes-
ting piece of writing for it contains diverse
opinions expressed by palitical parties,
organizations and individuals. The author
has presented the facts in a value-free
way or as objectively as possible by pla-
cing before the readers, the pros and cons
of the debate on the federal solution. The
Federal principleis seenin the light of what
Prof. Dicey said: “a political contrivance
intended to reconcile national unity and
power with the maintenance of state
rights” (p. 1585).

The sixth chapter encapsulates the
facts and figures related to violence and
the State. The debilitating trend of the
stateis addressedin this chapter forwhich
the “ethnic factor has been central” on
account of which constitutional authorita-
nanism was brought in (p. 160). The
author revealed that “the politicised ethni-
city is now a formidable threat to the
pravailing political order that the capacity
of the State to bring law and order, peaca
and security, harmony and prosperity has
become a necessity, but which it failed to
generale. The state was experiencing a
crisis, manifesting incompetency to per-
form its functions. Peopls questioned the
legitimacy of the State as their Custodian.
But the response of the State was to
reinforce its power by assuming an autho-
ritarian feature; relying on its coercive
power, to repress and regulate the social
forces.,
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Violence and Authoritarianism

State authoritarianism reached the cul-
minating paint with the former President
J.R. Jayewardene and his Executive Pre-
sidential system. Powerwas used unjustly
in 1980 to stifle the power of the arganised
trade union movement and the Indo-Sni
Lanka Pact was signed with Rajiv Gandhi
under an imposed curdew. These exam-
ples reveal that power was persanalised
under J.R. Jayewardena. The confusion
warsened when former President Mr. .
Pramadasa continued the same pro-
gramme of degeneration of democracy in
which the right to dissent was curtailed,
rigging at the elections and post-election
violence were common, This era was
marked with violence. Prof. Wiswa War-
napala has analyzed Sri Lankan violence
in detail.

Two types of violence were abserved:
the Tamil militant violence and J.V.P.
violence. In arder to respond to the Tamil
violence, the State used its violence with
the help of the IPKF. The number of
kilings, disappearances were incredibly
high. The State was able to centrol the
J.V.P.insurgency by its violence, but tdid
not usher in an era of peace, law and
security to people, It was not able "o
establish its authority throughout the
island" (p. 201). The principal reason was
the crisis within the political system, exa-
cerbated by the incompelence ofthe state
to find a durable settlement to the Tamil
ethnic strife. The mere victery over Sinha-
lese insurgents “did not prove its skill and
prudence as a capable State” (201). As
the author argued: “The failure to find a
solution to the ethnic conilict, will not
improve its capacity to consolidate itself.
It must remave the impediments which it
created for instance by massive human
rights violations and employment of re-
pressive tactics for the de-stabilization of
the country’s democratic order™.

Internationalist Perspective

The final chapter gives an account of
the ethnic strife in the world. This interna-
tional perspective provides insights to
comprehend the nature and functions of
the ethnic strife within a comparative fra-
mework, enatling to produce similarities
and differences and draw significant
lessons to approach the SriLankan ethnic
strife and place it within an international
context.
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The author's intention was to explicate
the thesis that the ethnic strife in Sri Lanka
has resulted in a crisis of the State. His
concem was to drive home the urgency
to work towards an enduring conflict reso-
lution strategy.

The message that this work intends to
communicate must be noted by the deci-
sion makers of the present Pecple’s Alli-
ance government, if they are keen 1o
astablish peace, unity and stability. This
book was written at the tail end of the
former President Mr. R. Premadasa's
UNP government. [t has encapsulated the
features characteristic 1o the seventeen
year UNP rule, The necessity for an alter-
native government was predicted in this
book by the analysis of the political crisis.

Relevance for Today

A student of politics and government of
Sr Lanka who intends to read on the
seventaen year UNP rule, its precipitation

of the crisis and the escalation of abuse
of power, is certain to benefit from this
work. The system capability and perfor-
mance of the State under the UNP was
questioned in this work. The state of natu-
re prior to the assumption of power by the
PA government can be explained as a
social contract that people decided to
enter into.

If this book is read carelully, then the
maintenance, consolidation and expan-
sion of power by the PA government
would be less difficult. Itcan leam lessons
from what was and decide on what should
be done for the future. Each chapter of
the book provides information to create an
unviclent, democralic society. The bodk
ilustrates that the palitical system experi-
encad a crisis due to the ethnic strife. The
resolution of the ethnic strife, in efiect,
must be the first responsibility of the PA
govemment. lts failure would affect the
polity adversely as it did to the LIMP rule.

It was a crossing

The Palace?
Only an excavation site

Waiting — 15
Kundasale '51

From December to January

A passage from beyhood to care

A time erossing and a river crossing to there
Narendra Singha had once held court

With old SEAC bungalows straddling the hill
Above the Mahaweli's gliding moat

The World War Two doorway held you
Wisped from river mist and light
Dawwn light, noon tide and bamboo
Gold limbed in the tresses of night

May be I yet wallke up from the river

where Mounthatten onee moored his boat

And you trip down from girthood

And e startle Narendra Singha's queens at their sporL.

1. Karunatilake




Ma\mm RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting cut tobacco
leaf in a bamn, [t is one of the hundrads of such
barns spread out in the mid and upeountry
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season,

Here, with careful nurturing, {obacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn to
gold... to the value of over Rs. 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural folk.

Tobacca is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people, And these
people are the tobacco barn owners, the tobacco
growers and those who wark for them, on the land
and in the bams.

For them, the tobacco leal means meaningful work,
o comfortable life and a secure furture. A good
enough reason for laughter.

B Cevylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




INTEREST FREE CREDIT?
CONVENIENT REPAYMENT TERMS
LOWEST JOINING FEE?

Yes. All and many more
benefits are yours with the

CEYBANK VISA CARD.

Contact the Centre Manager,

CEYBANK CARD CENTRE,
Bank of Ceylon

No. 4, BANK OF CEYLON MAWATHA,
COLOMBO - 1.

BE WISE. CARD - WISE

BANK OF CEYLON

Rankers to the Nation

TELEPHONE: 447823 — Ex. 4180 & 4185
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