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NEWS BEACKGROUND

hat's going wrong for the
Peoples Alliance 7 The
Economy, stupid.

The P.A. has done it again .......... added fugl
to fire. \Bf course it has an explanation,
and a fair explanation it certainly is. In-
structions from the World Bank and the
LM.F, ourinvisibla masters. They insist on
the withdrawal of subsidies. So tha three
F's as astart ....... Fuel, Flour, Fertiliser, a
below -the-belt blow to the waorking class
and the salariad middle—class, an impor-
tant vole-bank of the eight - party
FEOFPLES ALLIANCE, which includes the
trade union-based Leftist parties. And so,
economics becomes politics.

First, transport. Lorry ownars have
slready decided to raise charges by Rs.
250 per trip.in and arcund Colombo; Cab
companies have upped rates by Rs. 2 per
kilometre, while three-wheeler operators
have raised thair rates arbitrarily,

Transport  Minister Srimani
Athulathmudali told the press there would
be no immediate increase in bus and rail
fares ..... but only because the government
had already decided on a staggering 25%

Vlllle

The Lanka Guardian notes with sorrow
the death at the age of 80, of Ms.
Vivienne Goonewardena, a prominent
leader of the LSSP, the country’s old-
est paolitical party; one of the best
known and loved personalities of the
Left ; a front-line fighter in the anti-im-
perialist cause since the 1930's; and
the foremost woman leader of the
Island’s progressive movement.

While being steadfastly and explicitly
opposed to any and all forms of femi-
nism, Vivie worked tirelessly for the
cause of women's emancipation, spe-
cially that of women of the poorer
classes. From Spain in the 1930's to
Cubaand Palestine in the present day,
Vivie, a militant internationalist and
fighter for world peace, crusadbd
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-
colanialism, militarism, Zionism,
neoliberal economic policies and glo-
bal inequality.

The Lanka Guardian is proud to have
published in its last two issues, ex-
tracts of her blography - in - progress,
as a tribute on her 80th birthday.

DETERMINISM

increase in fares | 15% had already been
imposed. The other 103 will follow,

The C.P.C gave two reasons for the
hike. : (&) rise in world prices (b) deprecia-
tion of the 5.L. rupee which is now ap-
proaching sixty to the dollar when it had
just passed the fifty mark a faw years ear-
lier. Second, defence, A wellintentioned
P.A. had relied heavily on a "peace divi-
dend" ... a negoliated sefilement of the
13 year separatist Tamil cenflict, a cease-
fire, autonomy of sants for the north-and-
easy, rapidly declining defence vote. Last
week Parliament pagsed a Bs. 10.08 bil-
lion supplementary estimate for the Army,
MWavy Air Force (and the Grama
Arakshakas) in addition to the Rs. 35 bil-
lion included in the budget. By not reading
the mind of the enemy (the LT.T.E ) cor-
reclly, and allowing the L. T.T.E. to foglkit,
the P.A paid a large price, a price which
the peopla had to foot. It could be argued
however that President Chandrika
Kumaratunga proved herbonafides to the
Tamil community, the national minonties in
general and the vital donor community. In
fact P.A, was focled. It didn'tkeep its powder

dry.
FAMILY SILVER

Thirdly, conflict within the P.A., the
direct impact of serious policy differences.
In search of money to meet the demands
of the angoing war, the P.A takes the obvi-
ous oplion ...."sell the family silver" or
privatisation. Cn offer is Sri Lanka
TELECOM.

The firstto protest was the LS.S.P.
which is led by Mr. Bemnard Soysa, a cabi-
net Minister, The L.5.5.P. objections are
not based on trivial issues. Farfrom it Mr
Batly Weerakaon M.P., the party's general
secretary spoke of "a threat to natianal in-
terasts”.

“I'informed the PA. Ex. Co on the
21st that the L. 5.5.P. cannot acquiesce in
the proposed allocations of 35 per cent of
the shares of TELECOM to a private party
through the device of the Privatisation Act
Mo 23 of 1987......., Our objections are two
- fold. ..... In:relation to a divestiture: of
TELECOM shares there is an immediate
threat to national interests".

U.N.P, ROAD, BUT FURTHER ....

If the LSSP's first objection is the
thrizat to national inferests, its second rea-

Mervyn de Silva
son is thatthe PA is doing what the U.M.P
did. Undar the Act, the LSSP Gen. Secre-
tary argues, all the shares of TELECOM
once privatised will be vested In the Sec-
refary to the Treasury , on behalf of the
state. But who decides on behalf of the
State, asks the L.5.5.P General Secretary,
Answering his own guestion, Mr
Weerakoon says that under the Executive
Fresidential system the "State" does not
always mean the Cabinet of Ministers. This
is for the reason that the Executive power
of the People is vested in the President and
NOT in the President AND his ministers,

The U.N.P "deliberately utilised 1hiz
Actin orderto carry through its privatisation
without the knowledge of the people or
parliament’. The L.5.5.F. Gen: Secretary

Contd. an page 14
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2 | COVER STORY

According {o the September s

sue of the 'Human Rights Alert’,

a publication by the United Na-

tional Party, the first political kill-
ing after the assumption of office by the
Peoples Alliance took place one year ago,
in September 1995. The victim was Athula
Attygala, former UNP MP for the Halnapura
District and an alumni of the University of
Colombo.

‘Human Rights Alert’ however
omits to mention that the UNP's
rasponse to this brutal killing of
one of it's men was far from sat-
isfactary. Apart from a wa!ary

statement, the party did and said w

nothing. There was no political |
campaign to protest against this **

killing of an unarmed member of @@ﬁ

a democratic political party; there
was no attempt to educate and
warn the party members andthe
general public about what this =
use of lethal viclence against a
democratic political opponent
portends.

Barely a month later, on the 23rd

of October 1995, the killers struck again.
This time the victim was a UNP member of
the Central Province Provincial Council,
W.M. Bandara, a resident of Ududumbara.
This killing too went almost uncommented
upon and unnoticed,

The other victims of this campaign of le-
thal violence targeting unarmed UNPers in-
clude Rajakaruna Mudiyanselage
Ranathunga, a retired sub post master
(killed on 17th Jan '96) and a UNP candi-
date in the Piliyandala Cooperative Soci-
ety elections (killed in Aug. 96). This list
however is far from complete - best evi-
denced by the fact it doesn't mention the
most gruesome killing of all : the murder of
24 year old UNP supporter Padmasiri
Shantha of Yakwila, Paragammand.
Padmasiri was attacked with a caily and a
mammoty, his head was split open and
wine spirit poured on the wound, while his
wife of two years, Dhammika Hajapakse
walched helplessly, forcibly prevented from
coming to her young husband's aid by his
assassing.

The first anniversary of the commencemeant
of this campaign of physically eliminating
unarmed UNPers was commemorated in
grand style - though not by the UNF. The
result was the camage in Negombo which
claimed the lives of six UNFers and one
passer by. (Our cover this time depicls
some of the less gory scenes of this bloody
tableaux)

'Clarity, above all else. It s therefore nec-

sssary to understand the true nature of this
campaign of political assassinations.
F1r51[1_.r these murders are not Tevenge kil
ings' (for real or imagined crimes commit-
ted by the victims during the 17 years of
UNP rule). |f these were revenge Killings
they should have taken place in the imme-
diate aftermath of the P.A's electoral vic-
tory and not one year/two years later. (One
of the victims, Padmasiri Shantha of
Paragammana was killed because he ob-

jected to the pasting of the PA's second
anniversary, 'skull' poster on the wall of his
house. See cover, boltem right hand pho-
tograph). Secandly the incidents are geo-
graphically widely dispersed - therefore
they cannot be attributed (solely or eyen
mainly) to the misconduct of this or thal
individual politico. The targeting of UNPers
is not a local, provincial or regional phe-
nomenon but a national one. Therefarea i
cannot but be the outcome of a general
policy which has been sanctioned by those
al the top of the power heap. Thirdly, this
lethal violence iz being unleashed on &
party which is not only the largest single
political party in the country but (despile
severe provocations) also a party which
conducted itself with utmost caution and
restraint during it's two years in the oppo-
sition, consistently refusing to do anything
io disrupt the incumbent regime.

Violence (including political violence] is
hardly new to Sri Lanka - certainly after two
bloody insurgencies (71 and 'B7-'83) and
one separatist war (which is still not over).
However what we have witnessed in the
last one year is the birth of a new phenom-
enon - that of political cannibalism : the pre-
meditated, cold biooded killing of unarmed
members of a democratic political party
allegedly by members of another demo-

cratic political party. In the case of previ-
ous violent conflicts, some of the main pro-
tagonists (the JVP in the two insurgencies
and the LTTE in the case of the separatist
war) were not part of the mainstream. How-
ever in the case of this new phenomenon,

T . ,m-..m"‘i sl 'u..-Ju-
i ﬁ ﬁ! "t.-.-
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A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

both protagonists belong in the democratic
mainsiream.

Sri Lanka has witnessed several altermpls
by various incumbent regimes to change
the rules of the electoral game in their
favour. The postponement of elections by
two years by the SLFF led coalition regime
in 1972, the removal of SLFP leader Ms.
Bandaranaike's eivic rights by the UNP in
1981 and the postponement of elections
by means of a referendum
by the UNP in 1982 are
three such instances. How-
ever in all these cases the
. chosen method was the
misuse [ abuse of the con-
= stitution ; if violence was
ﬁ"" used subsequently, it was
merely tactical and was al-
| ways non lgthal. There is
therefore a gualitative dif-
s ference between the pravi-
ous jnstances and this
emerging phenomenon of
- political violence. Today
: the strategy is one of lethal
violence : targeting mem-
bers of the main opposition party with the
objective of creating a fear psychosis,
thereby preventing it frem mounting an ef-
fective challenge at any future election. i
iz not accidental that many of the victims
were slected members of various demo-
cratic representative bedies. (The UNP's
inability/unwillingness to ensure the safety
of it's members may force some of them to
look for other protectors - perhaps even
outside the democratic mainstream).

"?1
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What is being attempted today through the
killing of unarmed UNPers is the changing
in a major way, in a strategic sense, of the
rules of the game [i.e. the subversion of
the democratic process primarily through
the use of lethal violence). The violent
threat to democracy therefore is coming
this time not from outside the system but
from within. [f this extremely dangerolis
trend is allowed to continue unchallenged,
ihe range of fire which currently mcludes
only UNPars will widen to include all demo-
cratic political opponents (both party and
non party). And even if the perpetrators
succeed in their aim of destroying or neu-
tralizing all potential democratic challeng-
ers, their triumph will be a pyrrhic viclory.
The vialent elimination of all democratic
contestants, will open the door wide for anfi
democratic, antl systemic forces (JVP or
JVP typa) which are waiting in the wings -
waiting for the mainstream parties to de-
stroy each other or to self destruct and the
democratic system to implode so that they
gan, at long last, walk over the carcasses
and the ruins to their promised land. SR




first met James Grant
when he was at the US Aid  Mis-
sion in Colombo and | was Assis-
tant Secretary to Prime Minister
SWRHD Bandaranaike betwesn 1956 and
1859, Cur association then was mastly
social but the impression | have carried
since was that of an extremely enthusias-
tic and persuasive American with a wide
gircle of friends and the ability to reach out
to and move easily with the highest in the
land. This experience of warking in Si
Lanka - then Ceylon - particularly on the
human resource development side, which
took him into the remotest pars of the is-
land and contact with the poorest people,
undoubtedly had a great influence on his
attitude and thinking about
the processes of develop-
ment, what it meant to the
poor and how to make it =
sustainable. It also left him |
with what Sri Lankans like to
think; a permanent affection
for the country and its
people. Jim was intrigued
‘as were many others by the
relative success the country
had achieved, even al that
time, in reducing mortality,
especially of mothers and
children and raising literacy
levals particularly among fe-
males, n spite of being basically a low in-
come economy. As successive govern-
ments followed bipartisan policies of in-
vesting massively in schooling
programmes and expanding medical ser-
vices especially in the rural areas, Jim
Grant would refer to Sri Lanka as a model
of a developing country that had got its
priorities right. It had not waited to get rich
before it could reduce mortality and in-
crease ife expectancy and also concur-
rently lower fertility levels. It was a com-
pelling example to him of a country that
challenged the popular view that a devel-
oping country cannot afford to spend on
basic health and education until it became
mare rich.

The next time we met was in Lon-
don in 1984 when | was with IPFF and my
organization was reeling under the efiect
of a massive cut in funding as a result of
the United States withdrawing its support
under its so-called Mexico City policy of
not funding NGO's which engaged in abor-
tion related activities. |PPF which is dedi-
cated to planned parenthood cerainly did
not promote abortion as a method of fam-
ily planning. But we were not prepared to
submit ourselves to conditionality which we
considersd unacceptable and therafors de-
cided o refect the US grant which was then

around $15 million, almost a fifth of our
annual income at the time. Jim Grant mada
a visit to London soon after in a gesture of
sympathy and support and there followed
a Memorandum of Understanding which
established a fruitiul and collaborative re-
lationship lsading to several joint
endaavours at the international level. ltwas
the beginning of a strategic alliance which
has served |IPPF well. UNICEF's GOEBI FFE
- ong of Jim Grant's special attributes was
the use of catchy acronyms - reminded us
in the family planning field of the impar-
tant relationship between what we were try-
ing to promote and child survival and de-
velopmeant. Jim Grant who saw things ho-
listically was always for integration in tha

IVGHE PREVADAS)

Bradman Weerakoon

The author, one of Srf Lanka's
~senior most and most distinguished
civil servants, served as Secretary to
seven of the country's top most lead-
ers. Aformer Secretary General of the
international Planned Parenthood Fad-
eration {IFPF), Bradman Weerakoon
was later Presidential Advisor an In-
ternational Relations to Presidents
Premadasa and Wijethunga,

interests of the human being who after all
was the reason for the action,

The personal links | had established
with Jim were renewed on his visits to Sri
Lankainthe 1990's; President Premadasa
was now the elected Executive Prasident
and had invited me to serve as his Advisor
on international relations.  An encrmous
rapport and close friendship soon devel-
oped between Premadasa and Jim Grant
whom Premadasa always addressed as
James.

This affinity was easy to under-
stand. They were both highly practical and
pragmatic men though they were both vi-
sionary in the ideals they held for a better
life for all. Thay knew that it was only by
hard work, application to detail and con-
tinuous monitering that things got done.
They were both intensely aware of the in-

equities of the real world-of the indignity of
poverty, of the crippling effects of disease
and malnutrition, of the helplessness of
many women and children. And they wers
both convinced that with commitment, with
some resources and low cost technology
and with the engagament of the tofal com-
munity nothing was impossible. In their
many meetings | belisve they discovered
what they shared and like all good discus-
sions there was mutual stimulation towards
further thoughts and actions. Planning for
the SAARC Ministerial meeting on Childran
in September 1992 was a particularly ex-
cifing and productive time. | recall one of
the official calls by Grant on Premadasa
which was meant to be a couresy call of
15 minutes which turned
s INto a delightful seminar
“—— type discussion of one
{|'¥ and a quarter hours.
| They talked deeply and
with knowledge on both
sides, of the paradex of
highlevels of malnutrition
in areas where food was
relatively. plentiful, of jo-
dine deficiency in the Wet
Zone - at which point Jim
produced a packet of io-
dized salt from his pocket
- and of the unigueness
of the governments ac-
tion in sending convoys of food supplies to
the rebel held North where a war was rag-
ing. Jim was also very much enamoured
of Premacdasa’s philosophy on Foverty and
its allaviation. Premadasa's thesis that the
poor wera inherently rich - in skills, in ideas
and in experience and should be the sub-
jects not the objecis of action must have
been sweet music for Jim who was even
then elaborating his concept of the Pov-
erty, Population, Environment spiral. Atthe
end of a scintillating conversation Jim
rushed off late for his next appointment in
a crowded day - the opening of a baby
friendly hospital,

The Colombo Ministerial level mest-
ing on Children in South Asia which was
held in September 1992 was in many ways
a significant milestone in regional coopera-
tion at improving the condition of the South
Asian child. The fact that Fremadasa was
then Chairman of SAARC and Jim Grant
was present during all of the Conference
not anly helped to give the meeting a spe-
cial dynamism but also strengthened the
appreciation of one for the other. It was
Jim Grant's idea that the Conference be
not only an opportunity for reviewing
progress in the respeciive countries but
should be made use of to collectively for-
mulate a set of intermediate goals in se-
lected critical areas to be achieved by the

e ———

Contd. on page 19



State Power or Local Activism?

Cne of the principal critiques of
Markism among the post-Manxistsis the no-
tion that state power corrupts and that the
struggle for it is the original sin. They ar-
gue that this is so because the siate |s 50
distant from the citizens, that the authori-
tics become autonomous and arbitrary,
forgetting the original goals and pursuing
their self-interest.  There is no doubl that
throughout history, people seizing power
have become tyrants. Butltis also the casa
that the rise to power of individuals lead-

- ing.social movements have had an eman-
cipatingeffect. The abolition of slavery, the
overhrow of absolutist monarchies are two
examples, So "power in the state has a
double meaning depending on the historic
context. Likewise local movements have
had successes in mobilizing communities
and improving immediate conditions, in
some cases significantly. Butit is also the
case ihat macro-polilical economic deci-
sions have undermined local efforts. To-
day structural adjustiment policies at the
national and intemational lzvel have gan-
erated poverty and unemployment, deplet-
ing local resources, forcing local people to
migrate or to engage in cime, The dialec-
lics between stale and local power oper-
ates to undermine or reinforce local initia-
lives and changes depanding on the class
power manilested at both levels. There are
numerous cases of progressive municipal
governme, . that have been undermined
because reactionary national regimes cut
off their funding, Cn the other hand, pro-
g.essive municipal governments have
been a very positive force helping neigh-
borhood-local organizations, as has been
the case with the socialist mayor of
Montevidea in Uruguay or the leftist mayor
in Puerto Alegre in Brazil.

The post - Marxists whao
counierpose local' to ‘state power are not
basing their discussion on historical expe-
rience, atleast not of Latin Amerneca. The
antinomy is a result of the attempt to jus-
tify the role of NGOs as madiators between
local organizations and neo-liberal foreign
doners {(World Bank, Europe or the U, 5.
and the local free market regimes, In or
der to legitimata’ their rols, the post-Marx-
ist NGO professionals, as ‘agents of the
democralic grassroots', have to disparage

James Petras

Mew York at Binghamion.

James Patras |ived and worked in Latin America in tl'l.El A1960's and 'T0's, most notably in
Chile during the Allende years, ash_abll,shmg close links with the revolutionary and work-
ing - class movements of the region. 'Fidel Castro Speaks', the volume nfﬁﬂﬁ]’weechas
which Petras co-edited with Martin i{annar was published in the famous Pelican Latin
American Library Series and bacams the best known such anthn!ngy in the English Lan-
guage. A fraguent’ contributor to the. Maonthly | Review and the New Left Review, he amhnred
sevoral books published by Manthly Review Press and Zed Press. Prof Patras is one of -
the most respectad and autheritative radical voices on the links beween models. -:-E BGO-
‘nomic development, social stru:mra and politics in the Third World, i {
Hera he concludes his g!uhnl r.'.nthue of Post Marxist theary and prﬂﬁ’liﬂe, written exclu—
sively for this journal. James Petras is with the Dept of Sotiology State University of .

the left at the level of slate power. In the
process, they complement the activity of
the neo-liberals by severng the link be-
tween local struggles and organization and
nationalintzernational political movements.
The emphasis on "local activity” serves the
nec-liberal regimes just right, as it allows
ils foreign and domestic backers to domi-
nate macro-socic-gconomic policy and 1o
channel most of the state's resources on
behalf of export capitalists and financial
intarests.

The post-Marxists as managers of
NGOs have become skilled in designing
projects and transmitting the new "identity”
and "globalist" jargon into the popular
movements, Theair talk and wriling about
international cooperation, self-help, micra
-enterprises, creates ideological bonds with
the neo-fiberals while forging dependency
on extemnal donors and their neo-libaral so-
cioeconomic agendas, Itis no surprise that
after a decade of NGO activity the post -
Marxist professionals have ‘depoliticized’
and de-radicalized whole areas of social
life : wemen, neighborhood and youth or-
ganizations, The case of Peru and Chile
iz classic : where the NGO's have becoma
firmly established, the radical social move-
menis have retreatad,

Local struggles over immediate is-
sues are the food and substance that nur-
ture emerging movements. The crucial
guestion is over their direction and dynamiz
: whether they ralse the larger issues of
the social system and link up with other
local forces to confront the state and its
imperial backers or whether it turns inward,
looking to foreign donors and fragmenting
into a series of competing supplicanis far

external subsidies. The ideclogy of post - -

Marxism promoted the latier; the Marxists
the former.

“*Revolutions Always End Badly™ : The
Possibilism of Post-Marxism

There is & passimistic variant to post
-Marxism which speaks less of the fajlures
of revolution as the impossibility of social-
ism. They cite the decline of the revolu-
tionary left, the fnumph of capitalism in the
East, the "crisis of Mamtism®, the loss of
alternatives, the strength of the LS., the
coups and repression by the military - all
these arguments are mobilized to urge the
left to support “possiblism® : the need to
work within the niches of the free market
imposed by the World Bank and structural
adjustment agenda, and to confine palilics
lo the electoral parameters imposed by the
military. This is called "pragmatism” or in-
crementalism. Post-Marxists played a ma-
jor ideclogical role In promoting and de-
fending the so-called electoral transition
from military rule in which social ehanges
were subordinated to the reintroductien of
an electoral system.

Maost of the arguments of the post-
Marxists are based on static and selective
observations of contemporary. reality and
are tied to pre-determined conclusions,
Having decided that revolutions are out of
date, they focus on neo-liberal slectoral
victories and not on the post-elecioral mass
protests and general sirkes that mobilize
large numbers of people in extra-parlia-
mentary activity. They look ai the demise
of communism in the late eighties and not
to its revival in the mid-nineties. They de-
scribe the constraints of the military on
electoral politicians without looking at the
challenges to the military by the Zapatista
guerrillas, the urban rebellions in Caracas,
the general strikes in Bolivia. In a word,
the possibilists overlook the dynamics of
struggles that begin at the sectoral or local
level within the elecloral parameaters of the




military and then are propelied upward and
beyond those limits by the failures and im-
potence of the electoral possinilisis (o sat-
isfy the elementary demands and neads
of the people. The possibilists have failed
to end impunity of the military, to pay the
back salaries of public employees (the
pravinces of Argentina), o end crop de-
struction of the cocoa farmers (in Bolivia),
efc.

The post-Marxist possiblists. be-
come part of the problem instead of part of
the solution. |iis a decade and a half since
the negotiated transitions began and in
each instance the post-Marxists have
adapted to neo-liberalism and deepened
its free market policiss. The possibilists
arg unable to elfectively oppose the nega-
tive social affects of the free market on the
people, but are pressured by the neo-lib-
grals to impose new and more austere
measures in order to continue to hold of-
fice. The post-Marxists have gradually
maved from baeing pragmatic eritics of neo-
liberals o promoting themselves as effi-
cient and honest managers of neo-liberal-
ism, capable of securing investor confi-
dence and pacifying social unrest.

In the meantime, the pragmatism
of the post-Marxists is matched by the
extremism of the nec-liberals: the de-
cade of the 1990's has witnessed a
radicalization of nec-liberal policies, de-
signed to forestall erisis by handing over
even maore lucrative investment and
speculative opporiunities to overseas
banks and multinationals.

Petroleum in Brazil, Argentina,
Mexico, Venezuela......Lower wages and
less social security payments, greater tax
exemption and less constraints from past
labor legislation, everywhare else. The
neo-liberals are creating a polarized
class structure, much closer to the
marxist paradigm of society than the post
marxist vision., Contemporary Latin
American class structure is more rigid,
rore deterministic, more linked to class
politics ar the state, than in the past. In
these circumstances reveolutionary poli-
tics are far more relevant, than the prag-
matic proposals of the post-marxists,

Class Solidarity and the "Solidarity" of
Foreign Donors.

The word "solidarity*has been
abused lo the point that in many contexts
it has lost meaning. The term "solidarity”
for the post-Marxists includes foreign aid
channeled to any designated “impover-
ished” group. Mere “research”™ or "popular

education" of the poor by professionals is
designated as "solidarity”. |n many ways
the hierarchical structures and the forms
of transmission of "aid" and “training" re-
semble ninatesnth century charity and tha
promoters are not very differant from Chiris-
tian missionaries.

The post-marmxists emphasize "self-
help" in attacking the "paternalism and
dependance” on the state. In this compe-
tition among NGOs to capture the victims
of nec-liberals, the post-Marxists receive
important subsidies from their counterpars
in Europe and the LL.S.A. The self help
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Petroleum in Brazil, Argentina,
Mexico, Venezuela......L.ower wages
and less social security payments,
greater tax exemption and less con-
straints from past labor legislation,
everywhere else. The nec-liberals are
creating a polarized class strii_cturé.'
much closer to the marxist paradigm
of society than the post marxist vi-
sion., Contemporary Latin Ametican
class structure is more rigid, more
deterministic, more linked to class
politics or the state, than in the past.
In these circumstances revolutionary
politics are far more relevant, than the
pragmatic proposals of the post-
marxists, '
S R s S
ideclogy emphasizes the replacement of
public employees for voluntesrs and up-
wardly mobile professionals contracted on
a temporary basis. The basic philosophy
of the post-Marxist view is to transform
*solidarity" into collaboration and subordi-
nation to the macre-economy of neo-liber-
alism by focusing attention away from
state resources of the wealthy classes to-
ward self-exploitation of the poor. The
poor do not need to be made virfuous by
the post-Marxisis for what the state obli-
gatas them to do.

The Marxist concept of solidanty in
contrast emphasizes class solidarity and
within the class, solidarity of oppressed
groups (women and people of colour)
against their foreign and domestic exploit-
ers, The major focus is not on the dona-
tions that divide classes and pacify small
groups for a limited time period. The fo-
cus of the Marxist concept of solidarity is
on the ceommen action of the same mem-
bers of the class sharing their common
economic predicament struggling forcol-
lective improvement.

It involves intellectuals who write
and speak for the social movements in
struggle, committed to sharing the same

political consequences. The concept of
solidarity is linked to "organic" intellzctu-
als who are basically part of the movement
- the resource people providing analysis
and education for class strugale. |In con-
trast the post - Mardists are embedded in
the world of institutions, academic semi-
nars, forgign foundations, intarnational
conferences and bursaucratic reports,
They write in esotenc post-modern jargon
understood only by those Sinitiated” into the
subjectivist cult of essentialist identities.
The Marxists view solidarity as sharing the
risks of the movements, nol being outside
commentators who question everything
and defend nothing. For the post-Marxisi
the main objectis "getting" the foreign fund-
ing for the “project”., The main issue; for
the Marxist, is the process of political
struggle and education in securing social
improvement. The movement was not ev-
erything the objective was important in rais-
ing consciousness for societal change:
constructing political power to transform the
general condition of the great majority.
"Solidarity” for the post-Marxists is divoroed
from the general object of liberation; it is
merely & way of bringing people together
to attend a job retraining seminar, to build
a latrine. For the Marxists the solidarity of
a collective struggle contains the seeds of
the future democratic collectivist society.
The larger vizion or [ts absence is what
gives the different conceptions of solidar-
ity their distinet meaning.

Class Struggle and Co-operation

The post-Marxists frequently write
of "co-operation” of everyone, nearand far,
without delving too profoundly on the price
and conditions for securing the co-opera-
tion of neo-liberal regimes and overseas
funding agencies. Class struggle is viewed
as an atavism to a past that no longer ex-
ists. Today we ars told "the poor" are in-
tent on building a new life. They are fed
up with traditicnal politics, ideclogies and
politicians. So far, so good. The problem
is that the post - Marxists are not so forth-
coming in describing their role as media-
tors and brokers, hustling funds ovarseas
and matching the funds to projects accept-
able to donors and local recepients. The
foundation entreprenstrs are engaged in
a new type of politics similar to the "la-
ber contractors” (enganchadores) of the not
too distant past: herding together women
to be "trained”; setting up micro firms sub-
contracted to larger producers of export-
ers. The new paolitics of the post-Mamists
is essentially the politics of compradores:
they produce no national products; rather
they link foreign funders with local labor
(self-help micro enterprises) to facilitate the

continuation of the nec-liberal regime. In
Contd. on page 17




UNIVERSITY ADMISSION AND EDUCATION POLICIES -
DO THEY PROMOTE A NATIONAL IDENTITY ?

niversity admission policies

have bean a source of fric-

tion among the main comm-

unjfies in St Lanka contri-
buting to the destabilising ethnic conflict.
Some of the mistakes thal have been
made in the past have been corrected but
further steps need to be taken to ensure
that all ethnic groups feel confident that
discrimination against minorities is not be-
ing practised. The promotion of a national
identity necessitated that university admis-
sion and education policies are con-
sciously geared to allaying the fears of dif-
ferent ethnic groups and o ensure aquity
to all.

Current admission policies

Current admission policies as de-
seribed in the UGC's Admission Boaklat!,
valid for the Academic Year 1995/95,
states that admission will be done on the
basis of raw aggregate marks. This policy
was first adopted in 1977 io replace the
garlier scheme of standardisation of
marks, media-wise and subject -wise,
which was widely criticised.

In the case of Arls, admission is
now on an all - island merit basis with the
proviso that the total number admitted
from any district will not be below the total
number admitted for the academic year
1983/84. This would mean that the intake
of Arts students is frozen at the 1993/94
level.

In courses of study other than Arts,
up to 40% of the available places are filled
on an all-island merit basis. 55% are al-
located to the 25 administrative districts
proportionately based on the ratio of the
population of each district to the total
population of the country. 5% are allo-
caled additionally to each of 12 education-
ally disadvantaged districts proporiion-
alely based on the ratio of the population
of each such district to the total popula-
tion of the 12 disincts. The 12 districts
adlE.

Muwara Eliya
Hambantota
Kilinochehi
Mannar
Mullaitivu
Vavuniya
Trincomales
Amp_ara

SOy L

£ Anuradhapura
10,  Polonnaruwa
11.  Badulla

12. Monaragala

This basic admissions policy has
remained unchanged since 1988/89 with
the exception that the number of "under-
privileged® districts has been increased
from 5 in 198B/89 to 12 in 1995/96,

Under ideal condilions, where edu-
cational facilities are uniformly good, the
best policy would be the selection of can-
didates in all areas of study on an all-is-
land merit basis. The rationale for admis-
sions to be based both on all-island merit
and district merit is'to ensure that the dis-
parity in educational facilities among the
districts will not be iniguitous to those who
come from districts where educational fa-
cllities are still poer.

It will be clear that there is no dis-
crimination between the ethnic groups in
selecting students on all - island merit and
district merit basis. That discrimination
was removed when media - wise
standardisation was abandoned in 1877/
T8,

In fact the allegation of discrimina-
tion In university admissions was first made
in 1970 when the United Front government
made the controversial decision to admit
students to the science-based courses on
ithe basis of predetermined mark levels
applicable to the three language media in
which students sat the examination. For
example, in the case of admission lo the
medical faculties, the minimum mark for
entry was set at 229 for the Sinhala me-
dium while itwas 250 for the Tamil medium,
The same mark levels were used for the
English madium, depending on whethertha
student concerned was a Sinhalese or a
Tamil. Students of other communities who
sal in the English medium had to achieve
the minimum mark levels of the Tamil me-
dium students in order {o gain admission
to the Medical Faculty. This method of
admitting students was, however, aban-
doned the vary next year,

Review of admissions policy - 1987

During the period 1977 lo 1982, the
University Grants Commission reviewed
university admissions policy on two ocoa-
siong, in 19842 and in 1987, The Com-
mittee appointed to review university ad-

Stanley Kalpage

; Prof Kalpage was Sri Lanka's
Permanent Representative to the Unitad
Nations, and served earlier as High

Commisioner to India. In the 1280's he
was Chairman of the University Grants

Commission,

missions policy in 1987, headed by Pro-
fessor Kingsley de Silva, recommended
that academic excellence should be a pri-
mary factorin securing admission to a uni-
versity. The three-tier system of admission
which gave priority to equity and equality
of opporunity should be replaced by a sys-
tem which rastores pride of place to merit
and academic excellence.

The main recommendation of the
review commitiee was that "the merit ele-
ment in the admissions formula should be
given greater emphasis and a correspond-
ing and progressive reduction be made in
the district quotas as well as the quotas for
educationally underprivileged districts till
they are eliminated over a six to seven year
pericd, beginning with the A/L Examination
of 1988." This would have meant that by
1994/95 all admissions would be based on
an all island national merit list. This has
net happened.

District quotas were orginally intro-
duced as a temporary measure in the
18705 and would now have survived for a
quarter of a century. This was time enough
and more for the elimination of the imbal-
ances in educational resources which origi-
nally justified the introduction and subse-
quent continuation of the system,

Educational policies

Universitias, at the apex of the edu-
cational system, should aim at equipping
students to taking their place as useful
members of the society in which they live,
Differences in the nature of socistiss will
naturally mean differences in the types of
universities. In an underdeveloped coun-
try like Sri Lanka, economic and social
development s a primary goal. The edu-
cational policles in our universities should
therefore be geared prirnarily to national
development, This does not mean that the
arts and humanities should be neglected,
Thase disciplines would enable sludents
to gain valuable insights into realms of
knowledge which are not necessarily of
dirzct benefit to the development process.
It Is a function of universities to expand the
frontiers of knowledge. This is why =
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search is as important as the dissemina-
tion of knowledge through teaching.

Universities Act. No. 16 of 1978

Sri Lanka's university system today
is essantially what it was after the Univer-
sities Act Mo, 16 of 1978 was promulgated.
The basic struclure of the system has not
changed since then. Even the affiliated uni-
versity colleges st up in 1991, are based
on Ordinances under that Act,

The Universities Act Mo, 16 of 1978
sets out clearly the kinds of institutions in
the university system namely: universities,
campuses, university colleges, an Open
Liniversity and recognised institutions. The
act is therefore flexible enough for the sst-
ting up of different types of institution that
may be needed for providing education at
university level. University policy is deter-
mined by the University Grants Commis-
slon.

Corporate Plans for University
Education

During the period 1978 to 1989, a
series of Corporate Plans were published
by the University Grants Commission set-
ting out the policies and programmes to
be undertaken over a five year period. The
last Corporale Plan available is for 1988-
1992, The Universitiss Handbook has not
bean published since 1993 and the latest
Annual Heport is for 1993,

Without a regular flow of informa-
tion from the UGC to parliament and the
people it is difficult o assess the perfor-
mance of the various institutions in the
university system. It is the Corporate Plan
which reviews the achievemeants in earlier
years and sels goals and targets for the
next five year period, The principles that
guided Corporate Plans for the 1988-1082
period*® are clearly set oul as:

@ A shift away from the humanities and
social sciences in the undergraduate
intake and in university education by
reducing the intake into arts - based
COUrSEs.

@® A shift of emphasis in university edu-
cation from an overwhelming concen-
tration on undergraduate teaching to
post graduate teaching and research,

@ Development of cenires of
excellence

@ Establishment of new academic dis
ciplines such as anaesthesiology
and microbiclogy.

@ Expansion of Open University
COUrses.

@ A considerable expansion of lachni-
cal education courses,

These principles are valid and should be
translated into suitable programmes.

Affiliated University Colleges.

In Movember 1991, eight Affiliated
University Colleges (AUCs) were estab-
lished in eight of the provinces (the north-
em and eastemn provinces were considered
as two provinces). In March 1293, two
more AUCs were eastablished at
Trincomalee and Buttala. The Orders® es-
tablishing these AUCs siate that these in-
slitutions are being established for the pur-
pose of providing, promoting and develop-
ing Higher Education in the Agricultural
Sciences, the Engineering and Technologi-
cal Sciences, the Humanities and Social
Sciences, the Management Sciences and
the Matural and Applied Sciences.

Mot all AUCs teach in all areas of
study. In fact the Western Province AUC
taught only mathematical science in 1993
and there were no students at all in 1944
Probably this AUC has been phazed out
since then. In 1994, the AUCs, with a fair
number of students were: Norih Weslern
(347), North Central (351) Northern (256},
Sabaragamuwa (381), Southern (361}, and
Uva (271). These students are given di-
plomas after two years of study. A number
would have compieted their studies by now.
Without the necessary data it is not pos-
sible to evaluate the usefulness of these
courses of study.

Six of the eleven AFCs taught En-
glish in 1893 - 94 to some 725 students,
654 received instruction in Accountancy
and Finance, 255 in Entrepreneurship and
Small Business Management, 177 in Home
Science, 57 in Toursm Culture, and 63 in
Travel and Tourism. \Whether there ars
supporting courses in each of these areas
is not clear.

In 1295, two new universilies were
established by the amalgamation of cer-
tain AUCs. The Morth Western and North
Central AUCs were brought together to
constitute the Rajarata University while the
Sabaragamuwa AUC was elevated to the
status of a full - fledged university. Itis not
clear whether more facilities and stafi have
been provided to these new universities
although buildings constructed for ether
purposes like the Gam Udawas have been
made available.

Medium of instruction

The univarsitles have complied with
official language policy®. English only was
used under celonial rule and this contin-
ued until the swabasha languagss - Sinhala
and Tamil - were adopted when studants
taught in the mother tongue in schools
came into the universities in the 1960°. The

revarsion to English was necessary when
it became clear that the local languages
wers inadequate to mest the needs of the
explosion in knowledge, especially in sai-
ance and technology, Today the universi-
ties are grappling with the task of provid-
ing more opportunities for acquiring profi-
ciency in English. Increasingly, the prod-
ucts of university education are becoming
bilingual. English Language Centres have
been established in each university to
teach English before admission, soon af-
lerwards in an intensive course, and
throughout & student's career at the uni-
versity. This is desirable from the point of
view of promioting a national identity, a Sri
Lankan identity, and should be pursuad
with greater determination.

Resources for education

In 1987, S0 Lanka spent less than
15%5 of the lotal budgetary expenditure and
less than 3.0% of the Gross Mational Prod-
uct of the country on university education.
This is low in comparison with not only the |
developed countries but also many of the
daveloping countrigs. There is no doubt
that there is a case for increasing this share
but the increasea should be forimprovement
of existing institutions and optimum
ufilisation of available rescurces rather than
for proliferation of new institutions, poorly
staifed andinadequately funded. Any plan-
ning therefore should place greater empha-
sis on consolidation, rather than on major
expansion, as one of ils immediate objec-
tives. A review of the performance of the
Affiliated University Colleges should now,
after five years, be conducted to sea how
cost effective they are and whether they
are performing the function they were man-
dated to perform. Establishment of new
universities should strictly conform to aca-
demic criteria and national needs.

End Moles
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In discussing the present status of the
NAM threa questions need to be posed

(i} Is Non - Alignment relevant today 7
Has it a justification or as a cynic putit,
has it an excuse to go on?

(i} If so, what are its present priorities?
Has its role changed today ?

(iiiy Can it deliver cn its promises?

Doubts are sometimes expressed about
the relevance the Mon-aligned Move-
ment. The conventional argumentis that
the Movement emerged in the 1960s
from the chilly depths of the cold war to
serve as a forum for countries who re-
fused to be alignad to either the West-

erm, NATO-led bloc or the East European

Warsaw Pact - led bloc. [t is then ar-
gued that with the end of the cold war,
there is no rationale, no purpose, no
warthy reason for Non - alignment to
continue when the institutions it wished
to avoid had now virtually disappeared.
The tlaw in the argument is that it takes
the nomenclature of the Movement, that
is “non-alignment”® too literally, too nar-
rowly, MNon-alignment has never been
purely the management of relations with
two hostile power-blocs. There [s much
more that is positive in the Movemeant .

The conceptual or philosophical roots of
non-alignment began to stir at the Asian
- African Conference in Bandung, 1954,
Six years later, it was the impact of the
city of Belgrade, venue of the first formal
MNon-aligned Summit, that helpad to fix
*non-alignment” as the registered trade
mark of the Movement. This was natu-
ral given Yugoslavia's particular geo-
graphical position in the heart of Eurape,
physically and politically wedged be-
twean two competing military - ideclogi-
cal blocs.

The broad principles of the Mavement
have remained intact. Yet 35 years have
wrought ehanges which are significant.
Firstly, the international climate or envi-
ronment in which the Movement operates

Mihal Radrigo is currently Additional
Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign
Afalrsand has participated Inall NA
‘Summits from Colombo (1976) to
Cartegena (1995). He was elected

‘Chairman of the Political Commiltee
of the Cartegena Summii.

has seen radical changes. Thase have
accelerated in the last decade. Sscandly
the Movement has [tsell undergone a
transformation.

To describe the international circum-
stances of 19896 as against those pre-
vailing in 1961 would be a lecture by it-
self. | cannot attempt that. The changes
have been described, analyzed, praised
and damned. Atones extreme is the myo-

Sl

pic tunnal vision of Francis Fukuyama,
who wrote about the end of history.
Some called it the "Funnel Vision" of a
man who puts his eye at the broad end
of a funnel to view everything through
the small narrow aperture at the other
end. Fukuyama eventually modified his
terminal vision but he seriously thought
the world had reached a point of perfec-
tion where liberal democratic form and
laissez faire style economic relations
had triumphed over all other systems and
that therefore no further human
developement or advances weare
necesary or possible. On the other end
of the spectrum there is that apocalyptic
nightmare of the break up of states; of
total disdain for principles ; of increasing
mass poverty and concentration in a few
individuals and corporations of unprac-
edented wealth and power without po-
litical respensibility ; of mass movements
of refugees and migrants ; and the push
- pull effect of absorptive integrative
forces and disruptive, fissiparous forces.

The jury is still out and the verdict is not
known because the developments that
accelerated from the 80's have still not
reached their logical conclusions. The
truth will be, as is usual, somewhere in
betwaen,

Againstthis uncertain scenariowhatare

the priorities of the Movement today?

The MAM has some unfulfilled wishes
from its early days which ars baing ech-
ped foday as well. They are like prayers
which may never be answered. Faith
requires that the Non-aligned should
never despair. liis like the farvant prayer
: "Dear Lord, make this world a kinder,
gentler place to live in®. When the Non-
Aligned first met in 1381, their demands
included “a new order based on co-ap-
eration betwesen nations, founded on
freedom, equity and social justice for the
promotion of prosperity”. 35 years later
in Colombiz, this ime with a hint of real-
ism Heads of States have again de-

clared : "Expectations of humanity lo
achieve a new, [ustand eguitabla inter
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national system based on respect, jus-
tice and guity among natiens does not
seem close to being realised”

Learing aside the=e broad aspirations,
the Non-Aligned Movement has concen-
trated efiorts on specific issues, Three
have been special. Aparthaid and the
Southern African cluster of issues ;
palestine and Middle East cluster of is-
sues and disarmament and the security
issues.

Firstly, the Movement's campaign against
apartheid and racism have won the day.
Those who defended apariheid South
Africa now hail the victories of the people
of South Africa whom the Nen-Aligned
had supported against heavy odds from
more powerful states. Liberation move-
ments described as terrorists, ZANLU,
ZAPLU, the ANC, and the SWAPQO have
emerged respectively as Zimbabwe,
South Africa and Namibia.

Secondly, the Middle East continues to
be a place of tension and Palestine
Chairman Arafat has warned that war
was on the horizon. However, the basic
position of the movement which recog-
nized tha inalienable national rights of
the Palestinian psople has long since
been accepted.

Thirdly, Mon - Aligned opposition was fun




damantal against the widely rationalized
religion that security was best ensurad
by & balance of power orterror. In 1961,
Prasidant Kennedy said peace could be
securedonly by preparation for war. Tha
iNeon-Aligned have baan vindicated - glo-
bal security could not be based on a mili-
tary stand - off between two blocs. At
least an these three major concemns of
the Non-Aligned their task has been ba-
sically fulfilled,

‘The NAM had on these issues confi-
dently stood on moral high ground.

But today there Is much less cerfainty
and much less confidence about the new
agenda the Movement now needs to con-
front.

The new agenda and new priorties are
mainly the product of the unsettling
changes that have taken place in tha last
decade or so. The issues that tha Non-
Aligned need to confrant taday include
the following which were central in
Cartegena. These were the issuss that
kept us awake at dawn; globalization ;
poverty alleviation ; the erosion of the
sovereign equality of states ; the appear-
ance of ethnic, religious and sceial dif-
ferences manifested in the situations In
Bosnia, Awanda, Burundi, Somalia, Haiti
and Liberia ; Human rights Terrarism and
drug trafficking; xenophobia; mass hu-
man movements, migrant refugee issuss
; the situation of women and children and
of course economic issues in a signifi-
cantly altered dimension. Today, the
economic issues include problems as-
sociated with the strangth of the private
sector and its-ramifications, the proposed
reform of the United Mation's economic
organs, the extent to which the NAM
should plug - in to-a global high-voltaga
economic grid and how much national
economic complusions should give way,
Many of the issues concerning the NAM
are complex and as yet imperfectly un-
darstood,

Right and wrong are no longer a matter
of simple black and white as was tha
case when apartheid was confronted.

Firstly many Issues are global in scope
and the problems involved affect devel-
oped countries as much as they affect
developing countries. [If not on egual
terms, then atleast on a reasonably lavel
playing field, mutually beneficial policies
can be agread on. Trade - offs are pos-
sible. Confrontations can be averted. Co-
operation can be pursued at least in the

interests of mutual self-presemvation.

Secondly competing positions do not co-
incide with the traditional developed / de-
valoping country equations. On Women's
issues for example, Islamic Men-Aligned
countries have found cause with Catho-
lic developed countries. This is a rela-
tively recent issue which has now be-
come part of the Mon-Aligned agenda.
In 19861, Mrs. Bandaranaike made what
is considered a pioneering appeal of
great emotional impact when she began
har statement at the Belgrade Summit
as follows : "l am happy to attend this
great assembly not only as a represen-
tative of my country but also as a women
and a mother who can understand the
thoughts and feelings of those millicns
of wamen, mothers of this world, who are
deeply concerned with the presarvation
of the human race" . Today, following
saveral international cenferences includ-
ing the last In Beljing the status of women
iz a central issue among the Mon-
Aligned. On a broader basis this signals
that social issuss have becoma more
important for the Non-aligned today.

Thirdly, issues of traditional concerns
have acquired new dimensions and be-
come complex, even confused, taxing
MNon-aligned orthodoxy.

An issue which comes immediately to
mind is that of the United Nations itself.
The United Nations has been the princi-
pal farum though which the Non-Aligned
has operated. It is through influencing
UN decisions, guiding them, even initi-
ating them, that much of the movement's
wark has succeeded as In the case of
apartheid. Yet today, the UN itzelf, itz
programmes, its priorities, Its administra-
tion, its decision making, its infrusive
peace keeping operations and indeed
its Secretary - General have become
contentious, controversial and confused.
This is a major challenge which the NAM
must meet in order to ensure that ratio-
nal international co-operation does not
get the dirty name it seems to be acquir-
ing recently. Whatever the shortcomings
of the United Nations, to reduce it would
be to damage the sole institution that the
world possesses to reach solutions to
global problems on the basis of good
sense and fair play (leave alone prin-
ciples) rather than hava them settled on
the basis of force:and through a cynical
exetcise of power.

Finally, what is the shape of the NAM to-
day and can it cope with the types of chal-

lenges | have brigfly touchad on.? Let me
concentrate cn two or threa indicators.

Firstly, increases in membership. Pnime
Minister Banadaranaike was one of just
25 leaders who were present in Belgrade
in September 1861. When tha 5th Sum-
mit was convened in this very building
the numbers had risen to 85. In
Cartegena there were over 110. The
numbers have given tremendous
strength to the mevement partictiarly in
the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions where voles count. Decisions
against MANM interests cannot be really
pushed through if Mon-Aligned solidar-
ity, unity and commitment to principles is
manifested. Sri Lanka's Jayantha
Dhanapala for example, became Chair-
man of the NPT Review Conference be-
cause the NAM endorsed Sri Lanka for
the post at the Jakarta Summit. Subse-
guently, an East European candidate,
with some Western backing, sought the
post but was unable to get past the Non-
Aligned. Yet such manifestations are not
always apparent today. The sheer diver-
sity of the movement is the ofher sids of
its strength in numbers. To some extent,
opening the entry doors wide has diluted
the collective commitment of the mem-
bership to its basic principles. Member-
ship ecriteria is lax. Joining the NA club
has become a political status symbel to
some ;a means of pursuing narrow per-
sonal, not even national, ends to some
leaders. Increases in membearship have
also introduced organisational difficulties,
problems in reaching quick decisions,
problems in halting neadless rhetoric dif-
ficulties of security, logistics and other
problems which pre-occupy Summit
hosts to the neglect of substance.

The weakest and most vulnerable have
sometimes even fallen prey to external
blandishments and this has tended to
arode carefully nuriured, long held posi-
fions .

Secondly, the organisation and struclure.
Inits early years, Mon- Aligned summits
were the peaks of Non-Aligned policy for-
mulation as well as co-ordination and
joint action. Gradually the movement has
developed what has today become a
fairly well established system of ragular
Summits and Ministars® Meetings. Sum-
mits are held every three years. In be-
tween two Summits, is a Ministerial Meet-
ing. Shortly before each Summiit is a
further Ministenal Meesting held in the
capital of the outgoing Chairman. This is

Contd. on page 24
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PREFACE

The year 1996 marks the 50th an-
niversany of the founding of the Warld Fed-
eration of United Nations Association
(WFUNA), In commemorating this great
avent it is likely that an anniversary of a
significant and sustained programme of the
Federation might not receive the attention
it deserves. This year also marks the 20th
anniversary of the decision taken in 1966
in Mice, Franece, by the Executive Gommit-
tee to hold biennially a Hegional Confer-
ence of European United Mations Associa-
tions on security and co-oparation in Eu-
rope.

WFUMA can take pride in that it was
the first international non-govemmental or-
ganization o engage itself in the mobiliza-
tion of public opinion for what gradually
came to be called the "CSCE process”®,
which develfoped in 1924 into the Organi-
zation for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE). Otherinternational NGOs
later entered the field and WFUNA played
an effective role in joining them, delivering
with their leaders the keynote addresses
at their meetings, submitting relevant docu-
ments and parficipating in their workshops
and the formulation of thelr programme of
action.

Since its first Conference on "Euro-
pean Security and Co-operation” in 1967
WFUNA has held in different European cit-
les fourteen Regional Conferences of Eu-
ropean UhAs. Ten of these wers specifi-
cally and exclusively devoted to promoting
the CSCE process and, after 1975, to the
three "baskets" of the Helsinki Final Act.
Thres focused on one or another "baskst”
and the fourteenth --held in 1994-- on the
rale of UNAs in  the solution of conflicts in
what is now called the OSCE area.

InWFUNA's perspective security in -~

Europe meant more than security and co-
operation within the close confines of the
Eurcpean continent which is, aiter all, only
a part of planet Earth. The Federation's
perspective also included organizing the
capabilities of Europe to promote interna-
tional understanding, a universal recogni-
tion of human rights and the ensuring of

Haorace Perera Is currently the
Acting Secretary General of the World
Federation of United Nations Associa-
tion (WEUNA), filling in for the legend-
ary Erskine Childers who died just af-
ter defivering the kKeynote addres at the
50th Anniversary World Gongress of
that organizetion, For the last serveral
months, Horace Perera worked full
time with Erskine Childers assisting
him with iwo major programmes. One
was the WFUNA 50th Anniversary
World Congress, which was devoled to
examining "What Is Right & What Is
Wrong with WEUNA" and the other was
the 15th WFUNA European Regional
Conference on "Tha EU : A Pillar of the
UN?" at which Mr. Perera's discussion
paper on "Europe : Development of
New Security Arrangements’ was pre-
sented. He is now busy with the follow
- up activity of the two meetings in ad-
dition to working on a paper on "The
Security of Small States" .

international co-operation and peace
throughout the wide expanse of the warld
at large. For example the theme of the
Sixth Hegional Conference of European
UMAs was on "European Co-operation for
World Economic Development and far Es-
tablishing a New Intemational Economic
Order".

This particular document is in-
tended to present an overview of the trend
towards new securily arrangements in Eu-
rope. It is based on Chapter ¥ "Europea:
towards new security arrangements”,
SIPRI Yearbook 1986: Armaments, Disar-
mament and Intemational Securty (Oxford
University Press, Oxford, 1996)

Asthe efforts of the Federation and
of same other NGOs for European Secu-

rity and Co-operation gained momentum,
we recelved encouragement from states of
all ideclegies ranging from the Kremlin to
the Holy See and the writer of this paper
was received both. by a Vice President in
the Kremlin and by the then reigning Pope
Paul V1.

Europe : Development of New
Security Arrangements
l. Intreduction

The consideration of new security
systems in Europe has to focus on five is-
sues:

1. The settlement of the conflict in
Bosnia and Herzegovinia

2. The expansion of NATO and the Euro-
pean Lnion to the East

3, The transallantic parinership, including
the LS presence in Europe

4. Thedevelopments in the Russian Fed-
eration. :

5. The development of the Organization
for Sscurity and Co-operation in Europe

Il. The Experience of European Security
Institutions in Bosnia.

This expernence, if it proved anything atall,
showed the weaknesses of the role which
the main powers® and the mullilateral se-
curity organizations? can play in Europe
through existing European security sys-
tems. |n the sarly stages of the conflict it
was thought that the Conferance for Secu-
ity and Co-operation in Europe (ESCE)
could play a significant role. In 1980, hopes
wera pinned on the European Union. Af-
ter the theaire of the conflict shifted n 1992
to Bosnia and Herzegovinia, the weakness
and inefficacy of European security insti-
tutions became patently clear and the
United Mations steppedin. In 1995 the chief
role for seeking a settlement of the conflict
was assumed by the USA and NATO.

lll. NATO and European Security
1. The Future

Since the end of the Cold War three views
have been outlined on the future of NATD:

(a) It was a product of the Cald War. Now
that there is no clearly defined enemy it
will wither away;

{b) it can be developed into a key element
in a new security structure ;

(c) its future will depend on how scon and
how far it can acguire not only a declara-
tory, but also a constitutive function.

Contd, on page 27
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he congressof the Sandinista

Front was held on 3rd, 4th-and

Sthef May this year and the defi-

nition of the pre-electoral alli-
ances opened the door fo a long campaign
which ends on 20th October 1996, How-
ever the current election campaign by the:
cantending parties is divorced from the
everyday reality of the masses who ara in-
creasingly forced into more misery. Every
new day brings more deaths dus to mal-
nutrition. The childran are the most ai-
tected, spacially in the countryside. This
was unheard of in Nicaragua, at least to
such an extenl.

THE BITTER FRUITS OF THE MARKET

Nicaragua was always a poor country - and
i's economy has diversified vary little. In-
deed, being the victim ot a war of 9 years
has left deep scars, It is true that struc-
tural adjustmant commenced from 1988,
Le. under the Sandinista government. The
country has loday become one of the most
typical examples of the contradiction be-
Iween, on the one hand a discourse an
democracy, freedom and growth; and on
the other hand, economic realily.

The economy has become a reality for it-
self delached from |ts principal social fune-
tions. The macro-sconomic equilibrium
has become a sacred goal while the qual-
Ity of daily life of the majority deleriorates.
What results is a purely ideclogical posi-
tion, an officialese wilh'a new formula which
prevents the perception of the logical link
belween the principals of neo-liberal eco-
nomics and the deepening of poverty. For
some, the growth of exchange freedom
(market)is the solution to all problems, Let
us consider what happened in Nicaragua
since 1990 - i.e, the commencemeant of tha
new model. The Wesl hailed the end of a
planned economy and the institution of a
free market economy which was expected
if nol to bring abundance to the less fortu-
nate, then at least to create a more appro-
priate balance belween demand and sup-
ply. .

THE LOGIC OF THE MODEL

To understand the dynamic which origi-
nated from the political power bom from

the elections of 1990, itis necessany to situ-

ate Il in'its general context. Accarding {o

Br. Francisco Lainez, fermer Direclor of the
Cenlral Bank of Nicaragua during the fime
of Semoza and an economist whose com-
petence is recognized by all, the main task
of the. Chamorro government was to can-
trolinfiation through demand limitation (and
theratore, consumption) and by sacrificing
production, in congruence with the eco-
nomic philasophy of "free market without
State interference® .

All this, according to Sr. Laingz oreates a
chain reaction, The local anterprises can-
not sell their products because mast of the
peopls have no stable work- 800,000 job-
less out of a potential work force of
1,200,000 people. The foreign capital
which the govt. endeavours to attract by
thrattiing inflation, is mostly speculative. It
ransacks the natural resources, exporting
wood without reforesting, destroying the
marine resources or invests in free zones
with inhuman- social condilions. Accard-
ing to Dr. Lainag, the policy of ‘privatization
at all cost' has become a dogma. Mines
gnd lorestsare sold offat a low price: The
three Stale - owned hotels were soldfar 1/
5 of their value. “Financial capital is tak-
ing over, playing the intermediaries, pock-
efing excessive commissions, fraudulently
aceumulating and provoking an enormous
corruption®.2

Such a model is called subversive by the
author, for it'can only lead to social con-
frontation. It indeed causes a dualization
of society, where some are paid large divi-
dends, while real salaries have dwindied
considerably during the last six years. Dr.
Lainez concludes: “that palicy leads to an
unjust distribution of wealth and ta a hith-

erto unheard of concentration. Nicaragua
is the country which has best applied
the neoliberal model”,

1.2 The decrease of agricultural produc-
tion

Micaragua was a colntry exporting basic
agricullural products in Central America.
Today, it imports food, owing to a policy of
credit restriction imposed on the peasantry.
Banks are not interested in financing agri-
culture and cattle breeding. Thus cradits

i
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Fr. Francois Houtart

~Cruma| Fr&si;ie‘ntfai elections take
plan&hh‘lt;ara jua this month. Canon
rector of the Cenira Tricontinental at
the Catholic University of Louvair,
Eg‘lglum gives the deep bankgmund
tothe poll. Fr. Houtart, a Jesuit and a
well known political sociologist, was
personally aguainted with the lngend-
ary Fr. Camilo Torres, who alse stud-
led at Louvain. Francois Houtart lac-
. lures fraquently in Cuba, N]:ﬁragua
El Salvador, Haiti and Vietnam and has
lectured in Mozambique and Guinea
Bissau. The President of tha Vietnam
- Belgium Friendship Soclaty. he s
also the author of 'Religion and Ideal-
ogy in Sri Lanka'.

tor garlie production have been cut by E{J
and credit for coffee production by 50%

is not possible to obtain advances enhnr
to buy pesticides, or to finance the bresd-
ing of young calves, which in turn affects
milk production. On the other hand, the
financial system is exclusively interested
it short term - 6 months - loans for cattle
fattening, which encourages its outward
displacement (notably to Costa Rica) (3).

Early May, Nicaragua's Central Bark pub-
lished the 1995 import figures : USS 956.7
milligns, This amounts to 50% of the GDP
of the colniry - an increase of 9.4% as
compared to 18594 and of 25,5%: In' rela-
tion to 1893, Consumption goods repra-
sent 27.6% of the imporis (a 14.4% in-
orease since 1994), and B6.6% of the lal-
ier are food produets. Short lerm financial
gains thus conflict with the food necessi-
ties of the people,

1.3 Effects on the country's social struc-
ture

Tenyearsof Sandinist regime had cha nged
the country's social structure, especially in
the rural areas, 120,000 peasant families
had received land expropriated from (he
Somozist latifundists. Today 90% of the
peasanis have land at their disposal, But,
during the last six years, a cedain number
of estate owners have retrieved at their
property, and a new social group has
emerged. While remaining a minority, this
group however commands a considerable




aconomic power and s linked up with' fi-
nancial capital. That faction of the formear
trade and finance oligarchy, Which cams
back to powerafterthe 19590 elécliens, had
to share it with this new group. This meanl
a short term accumulation policy which
marginalised investment capital.  To this
was added an indemnification process,
which caused an increase of oflen gques-
lionable benestils.

Thus a minarity was privileged in the pro-
cess, whersas hundreds of thousands of
families wers being plinged into economic
uncertainty. Itmay be correct to estimate
that 5% of the population profits by 35% of
the national rent. (Of course this category
of people are geared to & high level con-
sumplion which ncourages imparis).

The end resultis a severe contradiction be-
tween thal group and the productive sec-
tor in general and small rural and urban
producersin particular. Undoubtedly, Nica-
ragua is a society of small dimensians and
the lines of demareation between the vari-
ous bourgeois sections are very fuid. How-
ever the rupture between the two - finan-
clal and productive - sectors is guite vis-
ible today. It will inevitably have its elec-
toral repercussions; with two ditferent ari-
entations ; one, liberal with the Libsral Alli-
ance (PLC) ; the other, popular with the
Sandinist Front,

1.4 A State deprived of its functions

State reduction is a world-wide goal of
neoliberalism, There is much talk about
the structural adjustment programs im-
posed by the Bretton Woods organizations,
and it should be bornein mind that Nicara-
gua was a particularly brilliant studant.

The enormous external resources made
available to Nicaragua werevery unegually
distributed by the Nicaraguan state,
thereby causing generalized cormuption and
influence trafiicking. Today, the groups in
power enjoy almost total immunity. Out of
476 cases of corruplion denunciations
made between 1290 and 18886, only three
ware tried, the resulls were fwo condem-
nations and one acquittal, with nobody
jailed.®

Like in most Latin American countries, the
tax system spares property and relies on
production and consumption. As the latter
has been reduced because of the paraly-
siz of the economic activity, the State is
handicapped in its interventions and in its
role of wealth redistribution. Let us add
that debt servicing, despite important re-
negotiations, still absorbs a great part of
the resources : almost 80% of the expod
revenue, This'is exacerbated by the re-
moval orthe considerable reduction of pro-

tections for national production, which

favours impors and weakens the intemal
aiid i

economic activity.

I5:it then surprising to see the rapid-dele-
rioration of the education and health sys-
tem? From LSS 35 per inhabitantin 1988,
the Stale's healih expenditire has fallen
105 14 in 1995. Medical assistance in child-
birlh has been reduced to 42% of the
cases, and female cancer diagnostics have
decreased by 63%.

21% of school going age children no longer
have access to schooling, which means al-
most 600,000 children without farmal edu-
catlon; 405 of the classrooms are in bad
condition. The Zalary received by Primary
school leachers allow them to cover only
one third of thelr basic food requirements.
The infant development care cenires, set
up by the Sandinistas, have been shut
down, affecting 75,000 children, The illit-
eracy rate, which had been brought down
to 124 by the Literacy campaign at the be-
ginning of the revolution, has seared to
400,

The direct consequences of these policies
are dramatic, ona could even say criminal,
|nthe rural areas a survey published by La
Tribuna ® reveals thal 60% of the families
[ive In a state of extreme poverty ; this pro-
porion reachad 70% in some reglons of
the centre and of the north of the country.
Among the poorest, food consumption to-
day only covers 33% of the calorie needs
and 30%: of the proteinic requirement. The
peasants have cut down their food expen-
diture considerably dunng these last years
* it now represents three quarters of their
total budget. The children are the main
victims of this situation, as poorer families
have more children below the age of 14.

But that is not all. The average life expect-
ancy which had reached 66 years at the
end of the Sandanist regime has now fallen
to 58,6 because of the increase of infec-
tious diseases due to malnutrition. Epi-
demics have multiplied : measles have
claimed 2,300 deathssince 1931; between
1992 and 1994, malana cases increased
by 405 and cholera had gone up by 113%
per year during the last four years, with a
total of 5,100 cases. Maternal mortality
during childbirth has multiplied by 3 be-
tween 1290 and 1994, because of the de-
crease in medical assistance. A survey has
shown that 67% of children aged 1 to 5
suffer from malnutrition,

To such a physical hecatomb, should be
added tha social disorganization expressed
by a considerable increase in criminality
by groups of organized violence especially
in the centre and north of the country, and
by a high rate of interfamilial violence

malnly in fhe poar urban naighbourhoods.

Undoubtedly, all of these factors cannot be
imputed solely to the government of Ms
Violeta Chamorro: They are comman toa
major part of the Central American region,
a5 can be seen from the situation in Hon-
duras, Guatemala or Salvador, and in
some measure in Costa Rica. They are
also inevitable results of the monetarist
policiesimposed by the internationaltinan-
cial organizations and as conditions of bi-
lateral ajd. But this government can cer-
tainly be blamed for nol having used the
paraw manoeuvring margin available to
guarantee the material and culiural survival
of its people and to encourage local pro-
duction.

In Salvador, for instance social dualization
is as great as in Nicaragua, and unemploy-
ment has grown in similar proportion, but
accompanied by an economic grawih of
6%. Nicaragua, on the contrary, had a
slightly negative growth rate in 1995, fora
simple reason : the group in power owns
intarests in the trade and finance seclors,
In the purest tradition of predatory capital-
ism, it is interested in rapid accumulation,
whatever be its origin or the social cost.

2. Democracy in practice

Cerainly, the concerted efforts of the
Sandinista Front - having accepted its de-
feat - and of the new govermment presided
over by Ms. Violeta Chamorra, did bring
back peace to Nicaragua, Indesd, demac-
racy s as real as in most wesiern coun-
tries, politically speaking : the freedom of
the press and of association is respected
by the current regime. However, consid-
ering the general social context, one can-
not:but wonder about the meaning of de-
mocracy.and liberty, when the masses are
plunged in misery and are ever less ca-
pable of exercising their individual and so-
clal rights, or of really benefiting from these
freedoms,

We are witnessing a recomposition of civil
society, with a weakening of popular orga-
nizations.. This specially concerns the
unions, because of the drastic decrease
of employment (763 of the young are job-
less); but it alsa concems other social
movements. These are increasingly diffi-
cult to sustain, not only for financial rea-
sons as they rely on membership fees or
on & decreasing international salidarity, but
also because of the growing individualism
resulting from the economic policies forc-
ing the popular classes to purste survival
strategies.

2.1 The multiplicity of parlies

The political constellation of the country
consist of about 40 parties. Apari frem the
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big formations - the FSLN and the Liberal
Alliance (PLE) - the others are small scals
parties. We should add Alvaro ROBELS's
“Arriba Nicaragua®, to which we shall re-
furn |ater.

Apant from these three political organiza-
tions, there are two other parties which are
worthy of notice. First the PROMNAL
{Proyecla Naciopal) of Anfonio LACAYQ,
the minister of the presidency. Wishing to
creale acentre, he had hoped to form an
alliance with Sergic RAMIREZ, the former
Sandinist vice - president but to na avail.
Fora long time, he stood close to Humberto
ORTEGA, the former chief of the military,
whose discourse prograssively shifted from
cenfre to tight. However, Antonio Lacayo's
palitical project did net take oif the grotnd.
As for Sergio Ramirez's MRS (Movimiento
de Renocanion Sandinista), iis.object is o
constitute a centre - |eft, but it's electoral
strengtiy'is not likely 1o exceed 2%

We then have the pumerous small politi-
cal formations. These include another
party which is an offshoot of Sandinism,
that ol Eden PASTQRA (Commandanie
Zera) wha later jpined the counter-revalu-
tion ; but it's electoral strength is not sutfi-
cient. We should also mention the initia-
tive of Dr. Alejandro SERRAND, cne of the
mosi brilliant intellectuals of Micaragua, the
tormer chancellor of the National Univer-
sity and former ambassader to Paris. Con-
cermed by the polarization of the country
between Liberals and Sandinists - which
could lead to an increase of violence - he
threw his “Convergencia Nacional® move-
mentinto the arena. Butthis praiseworthy
initiative does not carry enough palitical
weight, lacks a =ocial base and rallies
mainly conservative personalities. The
conservative parties are divided into four
entifies and endeavours are being mada
1o achieve unity, the only way of guaran-
teeing some parliamentary representation.
Az for the rest, they are political formations
geared lo personal ambitions or to histori-
cal memories, like the Communist parties
or the Ceniral American party.

2.2.The case of Alvaro Robelo and
“Arriba Nicaragua®

The founder of the new paolitical party
"Arriba Micaragua®, Alvaro Hobelo is a po-
litical figure straight from Flerentine in-
trigues. His party came third in the Gallup
polls, after Arnaldo ALEMAN's Libaral Alli-
ance and the Sandinist Front, with about
6% of the voting intentions. He has lived
aver 20 years In ltaly, and has been for
three years Micaragua's ambassador in
Home, a post he had to forgo on being
accused of having suppled a diplomatic
passpori to an acknowledge member of the

Sicllian Mafia.

In Micaragua he founded a bank (Banco
Europeo de Centroamerica) the sharehold-
ers of which are mostly Italians. He seems
to be having considerable funds and
spends a lot of money on his electoral cam-
paign. His grand idea : Nicaraguan pra-
duction had o ba given a new impetus, and
this can only happen through the infusion
of massive foreign investments and olher
inputs, He proposed and defends the idea
of a "dry canal” {by land), which would be
double the size of Panama Canal, and
which would attract mainly Asian investors.
It was revealed at the end of April, that the
Italian Justice Deparment is investigating
a money laundering operation allegedly
involving over 12,000 million dollars, and
in which his Nicaraguan bank would be
implicated, The name of Alvaro Hobelo has
also been mentioned during the affair of
the Milan Ambrosian Bank.

In shoi, his palitical project appears guite
suspicious. He of cotrse presents himself
as Micaragua's saviour. This gives him a
relative popularity, which Ms; Violeta
Chamorro's government and in paricular
har minister of the presidency, Antonio
Lacayo, find insupportable.

2.3 The'success of Arnaldo Aleman

What causes the success of a paolitical
leadar like Arnaldo Aleman, who is today
on top of all the Gallup pells? Atfirst glance,
naothing seems 1o be in his favour, A former
partisan of Somoza, having lived in exile
in the WSA during the Sandinist years, he
15 not very handsome and became socially
unpapular during his lenure as the Mayor
of Managua. In shor he seemed as un-
likely person to conquer the masses. But
allthe surveyslist himwell ahead of Daniegl
ORTEGA, the general secratary of the
Sandinist Front:

As the Mayor, he ventured into a policy of
spectacular public works @ new roads, ro-
tundas, fountaibs, improvement of streets
and providing Water - supply to some poor
neighbourhoeds. He has achieved fhis.
thanks to the intelligent use of outside aid.
The efficiency of his management is high-
lighted by a clever advertising campaign,
making Use not only of all the avallable
media, but also of the public spaces of the
capital, Since he lell his post to enter tha
presidential race, he has multipled his
popularity in the country, using a dema-
gogic discourse and promising especially
to solve the three main needs of each lo-
cality. He is helped by his reputation for
efficiency and lhe installing of a propa-
ganda unit each in all the electoral districts.
In other respects, the old mechanisms of
political life - deeply inscribed into the cul-
ture -have become aclive again. | mean

‘clientelism® {political clientship) which is
specially a rural phenomenon. In these
times of deep social vulnarability, the neesd
for protection cannot be dismissed as su-
periluous. There-emergence of the former
oligarchies apd the economic power of new
strata of aclors create the conditions for
the resurgence of fead allegiance and even
the buying of votes.

One would think that the antisomozist revo-
lutionary process and the Sandinist period
made the population politically more ma-
ture. Actually, Nicaragua's popular classes
are. among the most politically conscious
of the coptinent. But one should take into
account a political polanzation which does
nol correspond only to class structure and
whaose real character is the resull of civil
war encouraged and financed by the USA.
It should be added that the image of the
Sandinist Front - as a party with totalitar-
ian tendencies, and whosa eventual vic-
tory would risk provoking new hostility, if
nol repressive measures from the LISA -
still prevails in many minds.

2.4 The political alllances

It is thus: possible thal neither of the two
main formations, the Liberal Alliance-
feined by the PL| (Partido Liberal
Independiente] of Virgilio GODOY, Vialeta
Chamarro's former vice - president, and the
Sandinist Front, will be able to rule alone.
Hence the importance of pre-glectoral alli-
ances. Themulliplicity of small parties with-
out elecioral significance |leaves to a few
political formations the main role in this
field. First Christian Democracy (UDG),
which some would fike to see as apartofa
left coalition , while its tradition in Central
America has always meant an alliance with
the night. Then the Conservative Parly of
Myriam ARGUELLO. There is a possibil-
ity of some conservatives aligning them-
selves with thea Liberals in order to prevent
a Sandinista viclory. Finally, the Resistance
Party, regrouping a fair number of former
contras, could always play a role in favour
of either the liberals or the conservatives.

The Sandinist Front is faced with a difficult
and delicate task. The UNO (Union
Macional Opositora) came to power thanks
to & coalition of antisandinist forces and
even if this alliance has disintegrated a long
fime ago, the desire to prevent the Front
from coming back power remains very pow-
erful. It is thus difficult for many of those
paries to become allied with the latier. The
split of the MBS ({(Movimienio da
Renovacion Sandinista) is too recent to
permit an organic collaboration before the
elections, even if it is possible that if a
choice has to be made belween Armaldo
Aleman and Daniel Orlega, the majority of
members and sympathisers of that move-
ment will choose the latter.
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What are' the opfions for the FSLN? The
preparatory documents and the discus-
sions of the Congress emphasized the
need to reacfivaie economic production (6]
Ta prove this point and attract to their
praject the producers - frustrated by the
economic policy of the Chamorro govam-
ment - the Sandinist Front offered the vice
- presidency to an agricultural producer,
Jose Manusl CALERA LACAYO from the
Matagalpa region. However apart from
some small partles, the only alliance the
FSLM could contemplate would be with the
conservatives, but this is really hard to an-
visage befare the first round of elections.

2.5 The role of the Roman Catholic
church

In Micaragua’s political landscaps, there is
no more stable a figure than Cardinal
OBANDO Y ERAVO. First accommodat-
ing vis-a-vis Somoza, then legitimating the
peaple's revolution he quickly became, dur-
ing the Sandinist regime, the symbol of the
opposition and one of its mast efficient in-
striments. He favoured President
Chamorro's coming to power, then dis-
tanced himself from the govemment, re-

proaching it with fostering a dualization of
the Micaraguan society, Linavoidable as a
mediator in the various siluations of crisis,
he racaives the visits of all the fareign po-
litical personalities. He was howaver not
supposed to become a cardinal. He be-
came one "thanks to the revolution®, as
former President Danie| Orteqa rightly de-
clared one day.

The basic coherence of his stands un-
doubtedly relates to an ecclesialogy, which
gonoeives of evangelization as a function
ef‘the hegemany of the church over civil
society and of its direct influence over the
polifical society. Anything opposing this
design is to be candemned and everything
In favour is'1o be encouraged. This being
said, a depunciation of sacial injustices
goes ogether with an absence of analysis
of the oot pauses of povery and inegual-
ity. Indeed, while the church cannot toler-
ate the ‘economic and social
marginalization of the masses canstituting
its social base, it also neads - to achieve
ils task in the ecclesiolngical perspective
described above - to rely bpon a social or-
der  whichy iin urn  ‘grants. il

acknowledgement and support.

For this reason, the Nicaraguan church has
not been able to tolerate a poliical regime,
which was the privileged expressian of the
popular masses and competed with it in
the fields of social and cultural action. For
the same reason, It opposed the emer-
gence of the new social group built on
the easy money of financial capital, and
rallied to the formier bourgealsie, mainly
agranan and of rural origin:. =~ =

The Fape's visit at the beginning of 1996
was a new confirmation of the church's:
stand in the Micaraguan society. It followed
the canstruction of a new cathedral - fi-
nanced for the main part by the US plzza
king, who declared at the.inauguration thal
it was the symbal of victory over commu-
nism. It also came after the creation of a
new Roman Catholic University (the
LUNICA), competing with that of the Jesu-
its (considered as too progressive) and af-
ter the restoration of the unefficial tutelage
of Managua's archbishop overthe appaint-
ment of the minister of national education.

JOHM PAUL Il came and confirmed the
Contd. on page 15
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is worried about “the possibility of
misuse",

Mr. Weerakoon is not only worriad
that the P.A. privatisation policy will take
the Sn Kotha route, bul with ather more se-
fous possibilities, steh as the possible
threat to S Lankan soversignty. “The
privatisation of Telecommunications has
little'to do with provision of services. Itisin
eftect the handing over of our single com-
munications system to commercial inter-
esls that have consolidated their position
with tha LIS, Telecommunications Act of
1996"

Mr. Weerakoon who has obviously
studied the problem maore ithoroughly than
any other M.P. government or opposition,
believes that there is serious politics in-
volved here which few Sn Lanka under-
stand. “There s another (aspecl) 16 1his;
and that is in the political overlaps that flow
from facilities given to suchinformation ser-
yices as the V.O.A"

What Mr. Weerakoon is suggesting
that we are being caught up in the Ameri-
can / globalisation process without under-
standing how it works, or its' implications
for Sri Lankan interests, including its sov-
arelgnty:

WORKER - FRIENDLY NO MORE

Long before the 1854 Parliamentary
elections, Mrs, Chandrika Kumaratunga
and the new "united front® styled the
Peoples Alliance, projected a decidedly
worker-friendly image. But from its incep-
tion, students of Sri Lankan politics, par
ticularly of anti-UNE, left-inclined, “frants®
could see the serous differences between
the old U.F. and the P.A. To begin with the
LLF was athree-pary-alliance in which the
twa Left parties, the L.S.5.B and C.F., the
farmer in particular, drew considerable
sfrangth from pro-Left pariamentary con-
stituancies and regions e.q. the Kalani Val-
ley. To & lesser extent but quite clearly |
the C.R. had a "traditional base" in Matara,
S.A. Wickremasighe territory, As a result,
the S.L.F.P. of the Bandaranaikes, had a
natural ally in these two parties, a very wel-
come ally sinee the S.L.EP could never
claim the irreducible minimum (i. 2. inierms
ol voles, nel seals) whichithe ULN.F could.
The Left's capacity to serve the S.LLER was
even greater when the S.L.ER had the
reins of office ; the LSSP-CP held a tight
rein on the unions and the unions on the
union leaders, and the T.U). bosses on the
T.lls. This was so true of the pattern of
parliamentary politics that J.R.
Jayawardene'sfirsttask when he took aver
Sri Kotha was to concentrate on re-
organising the L.5.5., the U.N.P.'s *name -
board" T.U. federation (as genuine Left-in-

clined union bosses called it). While Mrs,
Bandaranaike was far from"T,U, - friendly",
Chandnka Kumaratinga, cerainly in'the
1980's was anti-capitalist, and pro-Labour.

The linkages tightenad betwean S
Lanka and the Bretion Woods agencies in
‘the long Pariament” years of the U.N.P.
and the Executive Presidency of the "God-
father", J.H. Jayawardens, are far too
strong for any P.A. o break.

Far too strong for even President
Chandrika to break. In every sense of the
word, structural ADJUSTMENT, is the or-
der of day. The PA. must adjust ; even
President Kumaratunga, the 63% votenot-_
withstanding, HAS to adjust. The adjust-
meant does not win friends but does influ-
ance people - and the influgnce means less
popular support for the P.A. The C.M U s
a perfect example. At a recent meeling,
the C.M.LU., demanding the legislative
implementation of Labour Minister Mahinda
Rajapakse's Workers Charter, pointed out
that the Minister was prevented frem pre-
senting the Bill in July. By whom? Com-
rade Tampoe didn't think names needed
to be dropped.

Meanwhile the Sunday Times had
a front-page report headlined FOREIGN
NGO'S BUGGED. International NGO's be-
lieve their telephona lines are tapped.....!
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restoration of the ecclesiastical and politi-
cal order, speaking of “dark night" to
qualify the Sandinist period and of "bright
sunshine" for the present one. He was
thus giving an expiatory meaning to his new
presence, referring to his first 1993 visit as
a “leap towards death”. The westem press
followed suit and stressed the contrast
between the two dates, rewriting histary
and going so far to say that the Pope had
been insulted by the revolutionary leaders
during the pontifical mass or that the poat
priest Ernesto CARDENAL had been an-
gry with the Pope (both untrus),

The fresh vigor of the scclesiastical insti-
tution is today obvious. However it has
besn unable to stop the growth of new re-
ligious movements of Protestant origin -
already representing over 30% of the popu-
lation - or the gradual secularization of cul-
ture. The ecclesiastical hierarchy has been
vary efficient in the use of intemal power
to eliminate from the pastoral fisld the rali-
gious agents who had made an option for
the cause of the poor, and who had cho-
sen ancther political expression. The three
priests who had taken part in the Sandinist
government have not been reintegrated
into the priesthood. The pressure made
on other ones has kept way fram the exer-
cise of the priesthood. The Christian base
communities have been gradually
marginalized from any ecclesiastical
space. The latest avent has been the ex-
pulsion from the Franciscan Order of Fa-
ther Uriel MOLINA, a biblical scholar in
charge of the Antonio Valdivieso Ecumeni-
cal Centre and the remarkable leader of a
liturgical renewal, He had exercised a pro-
found influence over Christians and non-
Christians committed to the revolutionary
process

Even if the Nicaraguan church will not pro-
nounce itself in favour a given political party
during the electoral campaign, it is clear
its influence will go towards supporting and
consolidating the existing social order.

To bae continued

NEXT : SANDINISTAS TODAY

FOOTMNOTES
J. LaTrbuna 3.5:96
2, lbid

3. Amilcar Navarro - Director, UNAG
(Nicaraguan Union of Agricullurists and
cattle breedars)

4. La Tribuna - B.5.96

5. La Tribuna - 2.5.95

6. Barricada, the official organ of the
FSLN called it a govi. of production, for the
prodiucers and by the producers.

(This article was translated from the Franch by

Mishty de Siva) SR
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SARACHCHANDRA

WAITING - 20

Mind, love is a sty whiif blowing

Sensed strands together and apart

Now the Tpestny appears fim woven

Now! the siill scene parts

Clear fine and coloyr receding into a Tine hazed Tast

What was real then ¢ His coning
Iiito our sehool lives in e Upper Fourth

~ Slim; clean sfaven, young English Litt master

Norichalant eyes seeming to duell _
THNERTH He trinds unfolding and-the voice
Coming ambling from afar,

Thoughi boys, we uessed fie qas critical

Of both content and style of our text

A Kistorical ﬂuﬂﬂ!'nf Naﬁnf&m'& lberian Campaign
‘The fiero, about our dge, a reqimental. Eugﬁr it Port ugal
Runazway from a retired old colonel

Noding infits Kent orcfiard with Homer

(And. the bees soporific mummur)

TWe sensed Sarachichandra's sensitive distaste
Which he didn't quite formulate

Before we moved lip to _Tr'{ftﬁ Fomn

And World War Two evacuation.

S0 love tie winds of a distant War

Blew us apart (you and me tao)

Our younyg English master [ never et again ’
But years later, a younygster on our staff at Welimads
Whom [ saw off at Ella at term e o tfie Kandy train
Going off to Peradentya to read Sinfiala

I didn't Kriow! thiest, would share Sarachchiandra’s fame
As tfte first Veddafi King in Maname.

Then lotle, wewere all caugii up
Mid century in this storm o f drama and dance
THat made SPTings ﬂbw again JEEP iriside s

:?‘lffmmfzrfrgg Hirouggh remembered story and stance of Sttra.

How swift these four decades pass eachiaf us
O to new Realins, leaving our triumphis.
May be love, you will show fiim

To'a lotus seat as fe arrives

With fis Tataka Potha and fits Sithar

o be g Knower of Worlds through fis Scietice,

)
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that sense the post-Marxists intheir role of
managers of NGOs are fundamentally
political actors whose projects, training,
and workshops do not make any signifi-
canl economic impact sither on the GNP
or n terms of lessening poverty. Bui their
activities do make an impact in diveriing
people from the class struggle into harm-
less and Ineffective forms oi collabora-
tion with their oppressors. The Marxist
perspactive of class strugale and confron-
tation s built upon the real social divisions
of sociely: between those who extract prof-
its, interest, rent and regressive taxes and
those who struggle to maximize wages,
social expenditures and productive invest-
ments. The results of post-Marxist per-
speclives are loday evident everywhers
the concentration of income and the growth
of inequalities are greater than ever, after
a decade of preaching co-operation and
micro-enterprises, and self-help. Today
the banks like the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank (IDB) fund the export agro-
business that exploit and poison millions
of farm |aborers while providing funds to
finance small micro - projects. The role of
the post-Marxists in the micro projects is
to nettralize political opposition at the bot-
tormwhile nec-liberalism is promoted at the
top. The ideclogy of "co-operation” links
the poor through the post - Marxists to
neo-liberals at the top, Intellectually the
post-Mandists are the intellectual policemen
who define acceptable research, distrib-
ute research funds and filter out topics and
perspectives that project class analysis and
struggle. Marxistz are excluded from the
conferences and stigmatized as “ideclo-
gists” while post-Marxists prasent them-
selves as "social sclentists." The conlrol
ofintellectual fashion, publications, confer-
ences, research funds provide the post-
Marxists with an important power base -
but ene ultimately dependent on avaiding
conflict with their external funding patrons,

The eritical Marxist intellectuals
have their strength in the fact that their
ideas resonate with the evolving social re-
alities. The polarization of classes and the
viclent confrontations are growing, as their
theories would predict. Itis from this sensa
that the Marxists are tactically weak and
strategically strong vis-a-vis the post -fMarx-
jsls,

Is Anti-lmperialism Dead?

In recent years anti-impenalism has
disappeared from the political lexicon of the
post-Marxists, The ex-guerillas of Cen-
tral America turned electoral politicians,
and the professionals who run the NGOs

speak of international co-operation and
interdependence. Yet debt payments con-
tinue to transfer huge sums from the poor
in Latin America to the Eurpean, U. 8. and
Japanese Banks. Public properties, banks,
and above all natural resources are being
taken over at very cheap prices by U, 5,
and European multi-nationals, There are
more Latin American billionaires with the
bulk of their funds in U. 5. and European
banks than ever before. Meanwhile entire
provinces have become industrial cemeter-
ies and the countryside is de-populated.
The U, S. has more military advisors, drug
officials and federal police directing Latin
American "policing” than ever before in his-
tory. Yei we are told by some former
Sandinistas and ex-Farabundistas that
anti-impernalismiimperialism disappeared
with the end of the Cold War. The problem
wa are told is not foreign investments or
foraign ald but their absence and they ask
for more imperial aid. The political and
economic myopia that accompanies this
perspective fails to undersiand that the
political conditions for the loans and invest-
ment is the cheapening of labor, the elimi-
nation of social legislation and the trans-
formation of Lalin America into one big
plantation, one big mining camp, one big
free zone, stripped of rights, sovereignty
and waalth.

The Marxist emphasis on the deep-
ening of imperial exploitation is rooted in
the social relations of production and state
relations between imperial and dependent
capitalism. The collapse of the U.S.5.R.
has intensified imperial exploitation. Tha
post Manists (ex-Mardsts) who belisve that
the unipolar world will resull in greater “co-
operation” have misread U.S. intervention
in Panama, Irag, Somalia and slsewhars.
Maore fundamentally the dynamic of impe-
rialism is imbedded in the internal dynamic
of capital not in external competilion with
the Soviet Union. The loss of the domes-
tic market and external sector of Latin
America is a return to a "pre-national”
phase: the Lalin economies begin to re-
semble their "colonial” past.

The struggle against imperialism
today involves the reconstruciion of the
nation, the domestic market, the produc-
tive economy, and a working class linked
to social production and consumption.

Two Perspectives on Soclal Transforma-
tion : Class Organizations and NGOs

To advance the struggle against im-
perialism and it's domestic neo-
compradore collaborators passes through
an ideological and cultural debate with the
post-Marxisis inside and on the periphery
ofthe popular movements, Neo-liberalism

operates today on two fronts: the economic
and the cultural-political ; and at two lev-
els: the regime and the popular classes,
At the top neo-liberal policies ara formu-
lated and implemented by the usual char-
acters : the World Bank, the IMF working
with Washington, Bonn, Tokyo and in as-
sociation with neo-liberal regimes and do-
mestic exporters, big business conglom-
erales and bankers.

By the early 1880s the more per-
ceptive sectors of the nec-liberal ruling
classes rsalized that their policies were
polarizing the sociely and provoking large
scale social discontent, Meo-liberal paliti-
cians began to finance and promote a par-
allel strategy "from below" the promotion
of "grass rools" organizations with an ‘anti-
statist’ ideclogy to intervens ameng poten-
tially conflictual classes, to create a 'social
cushion', These organizations ware finan-
cially dependent on nec-liberal sources
and were directly involved in competing
with socic-political movements for the al-
legiance of local leaders and activist com-
munities. By the 1990s these organiza-
tions described as "non-governmental’
numbered in the thousands and wera re-
ceiving world-wide close to 4 billion dollars.

The confusion concerning the po-
litical character of the NGOs stems from
their earlier history in the 1870s during the
days of the dicatatorships. In this period
they were active in providing humanitarian
suppart to the victims of the military dicta-
torships and denouncing human rights vio-
lations. The NGOs supported "soup kitch-
ens" which allowed victimized families to
survive the first wave of shock treatments
administered by the neo-liberal dictator-
ships. This period crealed a favorable im-
age of NGOs even among the Left. They
were considered part of the "progressive
camp”. Even then, however, the limits of
the NGOs was avident. While they at-
tacked the human rights violations of local
dictatorships, they rarely denounced their
LIS, and European patrons who financed
and advised them. Mor was there a seri-
ous effort to link the neo-liberal economic
policies and human rights violations to the
new turn in the imperialist system, Obvi-
ously the exiernal sources of funding lim-
ited the sphere of criticism and human
rights action.

As opposition to neo-liberalism
grew in the early 1580s, the U.5. and Eu-
ropean governments and the World Bank
increased funding of NGOs. Thers isa di-
rect relation between the growth of social
movemenis challenging the neo-liberal
model and the effort to subvert them by
creating alternative forms of social action




through the NGOs. The basic point of con-
vergence between the NGCOs and the
World Bank was their common opposition
to “statism®. On the surface the NGOs criti-
cized the state from a “left" perspective,
defending civil society, while the right did
in the name of the markst. In reality how-
gver the World Bank, the neo-liberal re-
gimes and western foundalions co-optad
and encourages the NGOs to undermine
the national welfare state by providing so-
cial services to compensate the victims of
the MMCs, In other words as the neo-lib-
eral regimes at the top devastaled com-
munities by inundating the country with
cheap imports, external debt payments and
abolishing labor legislation, creating a
growing mass of low paid and unemployed
workers, the NGOs were funded to provide
"self-help" projects, "popular education”,
job training, etc. to absord temporarily,
small groups of poor;, to co-apt local lead-
ers and to undermine anti-systemic
struggles.

The NGOs became the "community
face® of neo-liberalism, intimately related
1o those at the top and complementing their
destructive work with local projects. Inef-
fect the nec-liberals organized a "pincer”
operation or dual strategy. Unfortunately
many on the left focused only on "Neo-
liberalism from above and the outside”
{IMF, World Bank) and not on neo-liber-
alism from below (NGOs, micro - enter-
prises). A major reason for this oversight
was the conversion of many ex-Marxisis to
the NGO formula and practice. Post Marx-
ism was the ideclogical transit ticket
from class politics to "community develop-
ment’, from Marxism to the NGOs.

While the neo-liberals were frans-
ferring lucrative state properties to the pri-
vate rich, the NGOs were not part of the
trade union resistance. On the contrary
they were active in local private projects,
promoting the private enterprise discourse
(self-help) in the local communities by fo-
cusing on micro-enterprises. The NGOs
built ideological bridges between the small
scale capitalists and the monopolies
benefitting from privatization - all in the
name of "anti statism" and building civil
societies. While tha rich accumulated vast
financial empires from the privatization, the
NGO middle class professionals got small
sums of funds to finance offices, transpor-
tation and small scale economic activity.
The important political point is that the
NGOs depoliticized sectors of the popu-
lation, undermined their commitment to
public employees, and co-opted potential
leaders in small projects. NGOs abstain
from public school teacher struggles, as the
neo-liberal regimes attack public education

and public educators. Rarsly if over do
NGOs support the strikes and prolests
againstlow wages and budget culs. Since
their educational funding comes from the
nec-liveral governments, they avoid soli-
darity with public educators in struggle. In
practice, "non-governmeantal® translales
into anti-public spending activities, freeing
the bulk of funds for neo-liberals to subsi-
dize export capitalists while small sums
trickle from the government to NGOs.

In reality non-governmental orga-
nizations arenot non -govemmental. They
receive funds from overseas governments
or work as private sub-contractors of local
govemments. Freguently they openly caol-
laborate with governmental agencies at
home or overseas, This "sub-contracting”
undermines professionals with fixed con-
tracts, replacing them with contingent pro-
fessionals. The NGOs cannot provide the
long term comprehansive programmes
that the welfare slate can furnish. Instead
they provide limited services to narrow
groups of communitiss. More important
their programmes are not accountable o
the local people but to overseas donors.
Inthat sense NGOs undermine democracy
by taking social programmes out of the
hands of the local people and their
elected officials and creating dependence
on non-elected, overseas officials and their
locally anocinted officials.

MGOs shift people's attention and
struggles away from the nalional budget
toward self-exploitation to secura local so-
cial services. This allows the nec-liberals
to cut social budgets and transfer siate
funds to subsidize bad debts of private
banks, loans to exporiers, etc. Self exploi-
tation (sel-help) means that, in addition to
paying taxes to the state and not getting
anything in return, working people have to
work extra hours with marginal resourcas,
expending scarce energies to obtain ser-
vices that the bourgeoisie receivas from
the state. More fundamentally the NGO
ideology of “private voluntanstic activity”
undermines the sense of ‘public’; the idea
that the government has an obligation o
look after its citizens and provide them with
life, liberty and the pursult of happiness;
that political responsibility of the state is
essential for the well-being of citizens.
Against this notion of public responsibility
the NGOs foster the nec-liberal idea of
privaie responsibility for social problems
and the importance of private resources
to solve these problems. In effect they im-
pose a double burden on the poor ; pay-
ing taxes to finance the neo-liberal state
to serve therich ; private self - exploitation
to take care of their own needs.

MNGOs and Socio-Political Movements. :

NGOs emphasize projects not
movements; they "mobilize" people o pro-
duce at the margins not to struggle to con-
irol the basic means of production and
wealth; they focus on technical financial
assistance of projects not on structural
conditions that shape the everyday lives
of people. The NGOs co-opt the languags
of the Left: "popular power", "empower-
ment”, "gender equality”, "sustainable de-
velopment®, "bottom up leadership® ete.
The problem is that this languageis linked
to a framework of collaboration with denors
and government agencies that subordinate
practical activity to nen-confrontational poli-
tics. The local nature of NGO activity
means “empowerment never goes beyond
influencing small areas of social life with
limited resources within the conditions par-
mitted by the neo-liberal state and macro-
ECOnomy.

The NGOs and their post-Marxist
professional staff directly compete with the
socio-political movements for influsnce
among the poor, women, racially excludad,
agtc. Their ideclogy and practice divers
attantion from the sources and solutions,
of poverty (looking downward and inward
instead of upward and outward). To speak
of micro-enterprises instead of the explai-
tation by the ovarseas banks, as solutions
is based on the notion that the problem is
one of individual initiative rather than the
transference of income overseas. The
MGO0s aid affects small sectors of the popu-
lation, setting up competition between com-
munities for scarce resources, genarating
insidious distinction and inter and intra
comunity rivalries, thus undermining class
solidarity. The sama is true among the pro-
fessionals : each sets up their NGO to
solicit overseas funds. They compete by
presenting proposals closer to the liking of
the overseas donors for [ower prices, while
claiming to speak for mare followers. The
net effect is a proliferation of NGOs that
fragment poor communiies inio sectoral
and sub-sectoral groupings unable 1o ses
the larger social picture that afflicts them
and even less able to unite in struggle
against the system: Recent experience
also demonstrates that foreign donors fi-
nance projects during "crises” - political and
social challenges to the stalus guo. Once
the movement has ebbed, they shift fund-
ing to NGO - regime "collaboration”, fitting
the NGO projects into the neo-liberal
agenda. Economic development compat-
ible with the “free market® rather than so-
cial organization for social change become
the dominant item on the funding agenda.
The structure and nature of NGOs with their
“apolitical” pesture and their focus on seli-




help, depoliticizes and demobilizes the
poor.  They reinforce the electoral pro-
cesses encouraged by the neo-liberal par-
ties and mass media. Political education
about the nature of impenalism, the class
basis of neo-liberalism, the class struggle
between exporters and temporary workers
are avoided, Instead the NGOs discuss
“the excluded", the "powerless", "extreme
poverty”, “gender or racial discrimination”
without moving beyond the superficial
symptom, to engaging the social system
that produces these conditions. Incorpo-
rating the poorinto the nec-liberal economy
through purely "private voluntary action” the
NGOs create a political world where the
appearance of solidarity and social action
cloaks a conservative conformity with the
international and national structures of
power.

It is no coincidence that as NGOs
have become dominant in certain regions,
independent class political action has de-
clined, and neo-liberalism goss uncon-
tested. The botlom line is that the growth
of NGOs coincides with increased funding
from neo-liberalism and the deepening of
poverty everywhera. Despite its claims of
many local successes, the overall power
of nec-liberalism stands unchallenged and
the NGOs Increasingly search for niches
in the interestices of power. The problem
of farmulating alternatives has bean hin-
dared in anather way. Many of the former
lzaders of guerrilla and social movements,
trade union and popular women's organi-
zations, have been co-opted by the NGOs.
The offer is tempting : higher pay (occa-
sionally in hard currency), prestige and rec-
ognition by overseas donors, overseas
conferences and net-works, office staff and
relative security from repression. In con-
trast the socio-poiitical movements offer
tew material benefils but greater respact
and independance and more important, the
freedom to challenge the political and aco-
nomic system. The NGOs and thair over-
seas banking supporters (Inter-American
Bank, the World Bank) publish newsletters
featuring success stories of micro - enter-
prizes and other seli-help projects - with-
out mentioning the high rates of failure as
popular consumption declines, low price
imports flood the market and as interest
rates spiral - as is the case in Mexico to-
day.

Even the "successes® affect only a
small fraction of the total poor and succeed
only to the degree that others cannot enter
into the same market. The propaganda
value of individual micro enterprise suc-
cess, however, is important in fostering the
ilusion that neo-liberalism is a popular

phenomenon. The frequent violent mass
outbursts that take place in regions of mi-
cro-enlerpise promotion suggests that the
ideology is not hegemonic and the NGOs
have not yet displaced independent class
movemeants,

Finally NGOs foster a new type of
cUltural and economic colonialism and de-
pendency. Projecis are designed or at |east
approved in the "guidelines” of priorities of
the imperial centers or In their institutions.
They are administered and "sold" to com-
munities, Evaluations are done by and for
the Imperial institutions. Shifts in priorities,
funding, or bad evaluations result in the
dumping of groups, communities, farms
and co-operatives. Everything and every-
body is increasingly disciplinad to comply
with the donors' demands and their project
evaluators. The new viceroys supervise
and ensure conformity with the goals, val-
ues and ideclogies of the donor as well as
the proper use of funds. Where "suc-
cesses” occur they are heavily depandent
on continued outside support; otherwisa

they could collapse.

While the mass of NGOs ara in-
creasingly instruments of neo-liberalism
there is a small minority which attempt to
develep an altemative strategy that is sup-
portive of class and anti-imperialist poli-
tics. Mone of them recieva funds from the
Woarld Bank or European and U.S govarn-
mental agencies. They support efforts to
link local power to struggles for state
power. They link local projects to national
socio-political movements occupying large
landed estales, defending public property
and national ownership against multi-na-
tionals. They provide pelitical solidarity to
social movements involved in struggles
to expropriate land. They support women's
struggles linked to class perpectives. Thay
recognize the importance of politics in
command in defining local and immediate
struggles. They belleve that local organi-
zations should fight at the natlonal level
and that national leaders must be account-
able to local activists. In a word they are
not post-Mamxists, R
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countries in 1995 i. e. the mid - decade
goals. Premadasa who was himself an
astute hands - on manager readily ac-
cepled the need for specific goals as a
basis for action. The fact that Sri Lanka
was preity far ahead of the other SAARC
countries in moving towards the Decade
goals set in the World Summit in 1990 fur-
ther encouraged us as the host country and
thus responsible for the drafting of the
Resolution, to go for the highest possible
targets In the selected seven major goals
and the cluster of essential supportive
goals. The Celombo Resolution on chil-
dren was endorsed with acclamation by the
7th SAARC summit in Dhaka in April 1993
afew weeks befora President Premadasa's
tragic death. | recall a particular incident
during the grand opening ceremony which
preceded the formal ministerial meeting
which illustrated both Jim's pragmatism
and sense of magnanimity. Premadasa
had been very keen that Children should
be seen to be paricipating at the confer-

ence which after all was going to discuss
their future welfare. He felt that this impar-
tant abjective could be fulfilled in part by
their taking a prominent role in the open-
ing ceremony. This was accordingly me-
ticulously planned with childrens dances,
songs and operettas interspersing the
opening speeches. One of the star attrac-
tions happened to be a little crippled boy
who was put on stage to welcome the
guests and virtually 'emcee’ the show, [t
was Fremadasa'sidea. Afterthe ceremony
there was the usual post mortem on the
Opening. There were several among us
who thought that putting the crippled child
on stage smacked of exhibitionism. It was
not what the CRC meant by the participa-
tion of children, It was tokenism and also
involved an element of exploitation and so
on. But Jim was not prepared to be that
ungracious. To him as to Premadasa the
crippled child was an example of courage
in adversity that deserved to be seen and
emulated. He was willing to give
Fremadasa credit for an imaginative idea
which lesser men would not have acted on.
| felt that his was the reaction of another
man of action. One who knew that too
much analysis only leads to paralysis and
that who dares wins.

|
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In order to ensure continuity and stabil-
ity NATO declded In 1994 to accept new
members. Its reasons were ;

(a) Collective defence remains essential
to European and transatlantic sscurity,

(b) the admission of the new Central and
East European (CEE) States will be an in-
centive for them to develop democratic in-
stitufions, establish the rule of law and re-
spect for human rights, including those of
national minorties;

{c) membership can foster a greater will-
ingness among member States to resolve
disputes peacetully and thus promote sta-
bility and peace in the new Europe ;

{d) while Western Europe! sees the expan-
sion of NATO in this light, for Central Eu-
rope such expansion is essential and in-
evitable; for Russia it is seen as a poten-
tial threat to national security and incom-
patible with the Russian national raison
d'etre,

2. Six Key Conclusions®

The following six conclusions were defined
by the Secretary - Genaral of NATO;

- Enlargement not aimed at any State.

- Allmembers will have the same rights,
assume the same obligations and conform
to the same principles, policies and proce-
dures.

- The North Atlantic Cooporation Coun-
cil [NACC) and Partnership for Peace
(FFP) will remain vital to building close
security co-operation for prospective mem-
bers and those who delay to join.

- The addition of new members willbe a
parallel process with, and complemeants
that of the EU,

- Decisions on enlargement will be taken
by NATO itself, on a case by case basis.
Enlargeament will be a gradual and trans-
parent process, encompassing dialogue
with all interested partners.

- lInviting new members will enhance
- security for the whole of Europe, including
the Russian Federation. Their relationship
with Russia will develep in rough parallsl
with NATO's expansion,

3. Western Arguments for NATO's Ex-
pansion

- Western and Central Europe belong to
a security community distinct from Russia
and other former Soviet Republics.

- Enlargementshould not lead ta a “cold
peace”. Therefore it should nat require for-

ward deployment of troops or fortification
of borders,

- IFNATC does not expand eastwards, it
will lose the support of its present member
States and wither away.

- ltis imporiant to ensure that Garmany
remains embedded in a cohesive Wast,

4. Western Arguments against NATO's
Expansion

- Itwould divide and destabilize Europe.

- It should ba based on Russia's current
behaviour and not its past.

- MNATC member States should be cer-
tain of public support,

- It would weaken or even threaten po-
litical cohesion and military efficacy of
MATO,

5. The Russian View

- There is still a lurking nostalgia for the
supar-power status of the formar USSA.

- NATO's expansion would remove
present ‘buffer’ States between the Wast
and Russia and thus isclate and threaten
the Hussian Federation.

- Hussia's preference is for *friendly”, not
allied, relations with NATO,

- Hussia might take counter-measures
and create a new military bloc with mis-
siles targetted at Poland and the Czech
Hepublic and establish a strategic alliance
with Iran.®

- There are also positive views such as
those not opposing enlargement of NATO
but stressing the need to establish “spe-
cial relations® with NATO,

In addition there is a growing aware-
ness that Russia has no right to veto on
NATO's enlargement and an increasing
conviction that solutions should be sought
that would harmonizs the security interests
of all States concerned.

6, Central Eurcpean Positions’

- With the unification of Germany a divi-
slon siill persists between an integrated and
secura Europe in the West and a less se-
cura Central Europe still outside the politi-
cal, economic and military framework uni-
tying Westemn, Southern and Northern Eu-

rope, with the huge Russian bear in the
background.

- Failure to exlend NATO eastwards
could lead to a great battle for influence in
the "gray zone" of Central Europs, affect-
ing stability in Europe as a whole.

- Thereis a need for Central European
countries to affirm their place in the cul-

tural, military and socio-sconomic commu-
nity and civilization of Western European
States, based on a system of common val-
ues.

= The countries concemed do not want
to be pawns in any kind of political game
between Russia's national security inter-
ests and those of an integrated West.

- Russian opposition to their member-
ship of NATO s seen by the CEE coun- -
irigs as an attempt to freeze the divisions
and petrify the zones of uncerainty and
unequal security in Europe.

V. The Europeanization of NATO ; Myth
or Reality®

At their Ministerial Meeting in Brussels on
3 June 1996, the United States, France and
other NATO members celebrated an agree-
ment.on “combined joint task forces®. What
they were celebraling was a new command
structure that would allow Europeans lo use
MNATO assets without the participation of
the United States;

The US Secretary of State Warren Chris-
topher deceived himself into believing that
the deal providad for "a more flexible NATO
that allows our European allies to take mare
respensibility”, The French Fareign Minis-
ter, Herve de Charette, was simple enough
to declare that "for the first time in Alliance
history, Europe will be able to express its
personality”. Itis true that the Berlin agrae-
ment would theoretically allow Europeans
to use NATO assets in actions in which the
United States does not want to participate,
but only under three conditions imposed
by Washington:

- the US must approve of the mission:

- theoverall responsible commander for
the use of NATO assets remains the US
nominated Amarican Suprems Allied Com-
mander ; and

- the forces involved are all NATO-ap-
proved and follow NATO procedures in
which the US has a role.

Itis clear that if the United States actually
opposes a European mission, it can pre-
vent NATO from being used entirely.

Two things are necessary to make NATO's
Europeanization real rather than illusary :

{a) the EU should set up a genuine com-
men foreign and security policy (CFSP):

(b) Euro'paans should devote more re-
saurces to developing their real military
capacity.

More significant measures are to bring for-
cign policy into the integrated *first pillar”
instilutions, to merge the Western Euro-




pean Union which is Europe's defence arm
with the EU and to adopt a qualified majar-
ity voting for foreign policy. These are,
however, unlikely for the present. Itis clear
from recent US policy that what counts
maost to it is not whether Europeans are
united in some "identity” but whether they
support US policies and goals. Witness
the US unhappiness at Eurapeans main-
taining the Bosnian arms embargo against
US wishes, the selling of airplanes to
China, or the European continuation of “a
critical dialogue® with lran and Europe’s re-
action to the Helms - Burton resolution,

It must be admitted that even myths have
some advantages, This ane has provided
France with a political screen to coms
closer fo MATO claiming that NATO has
bean adequately "reformed®. On the other
hand, President Clinton is able to tell the
Congress and the US public that Europe-
ans are shouldering more of the transat-
lantic burden for defence, If these consid-
arations can help maintain support for
NATC and avoid a costly duplication of
NATO resources, so much the better. |If,
however, Europeans now think that they
will not have to call on their American
friends they are grossly misled. If the US
Congress thinks that now the burdens of
Western security are evenly spread it is
time for them to think again.

The fact is that the United States remains
the dominant pariner in the Atlantic Alliance
with all the burdens, the power and the
advantages that this position entails.

V. The European Unlon (EU) and the
Western European Unlon (WEU)

1. Enlargementof the European Union

In Movember 1995, the Prasident of the
European Commission Jacques Santer
wrote: “The Union today has a duty to ex-
tend that security to the other countries of
Eastern Europe. Their integration will be
the biggestissue of tha next 10 or 20 years
because the prospect of a Union of 20 or
25 or even more State tums the entire po-
litical, economic and institutional machin-
gry on its head®,

The Copenhagen European Council meet-
ing (21 - 22 June 1993] defined the criteria
to be met by States seeking admission.
These are.

- stable democratic institutions,
- adharence to the nule of law,

- respect for human rights and rights of
minorities, and

- a sound market economy able to
handle intra-Union competition.

Most applicant States would need to adapt

theirinstitutions, legislation and economies
to meet these criteria on the basis of which
States seeking admission can ba grouped
in three categories. These are;

{a) Cyprus and Malta,

{b) The Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland
and Slovenia.

{c) Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Bulgaria,
Romania and Slovakia.

2. A New Common Security Concept
for the WEU

A. Beginning, Set Back and Revival

The WEL dates back to the anfi-German
Brussels Treaty of 1948 signed by the 1947
Dunkirk Treaty Powers (France and United
Kingdom) and the three Benelux countries,
The Treaty was anti-German in the sense
that it was directed against the threat of a
revanchist Germany. In spite of Truman's
decision to commit troops to Europe to
make West-Geman rearmament palatabla
to France, French leaders still wanted di-
rect control over the pace of German rear-
mament.

Accordingly in October 1950 the French
National Assembly approved a plan to cre-
ate a European Defence Community (EDC)
that envisages an Integrated European
army within which German units would be
absorbed. Megotiations towards an EDC
began in 1851 and France, the Federal
Republic of Germany, ltaly and the Benelux
countries signed the EDC Treaty in May
1952, but the French Assembly voted
against ratification,

To salvage the situation, Anthony Eden, the
British Foreign Secretary, convened a nine-
power conference in London which was
attended by the six countries that signed
the EDC Treaty and USA, Canada and the
United Kingdom. Al this meeting Britain
agreed to commit four divisions and a tac-
tical air-force deployment in the Federal
Hepublic of Germany. This finally con-
vinced France to accept West German re-
armament as well as FAG and ltalian mem-
bership in both NATO and the expanded
Western European union,

Mevertheless the WEU was unpopular in
Rome and Bonn as it controlled rearma-
ment in their countries. It served as an
important link between London and the
capitals of the European Community (EC)
till Britain joined the ECin 1973. Afterthat,
the WEL ceased to meet at full ministerial
level and was virtually moribund till the early
19605 when France led the efiorts to re-
vive it.

The French initiative was also welcomed
by Britain which, though always concemed

about WEL contribution to a weakening of
the transatiantic link, realized that WEU
could serve as a useful device to co-ordi-
nate the Wast European views on the US
Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI) and on
Reagan's behaviour at the Reykjavik Sum-
mit. The European allies' response--the -
so-called “Platform Document” — is & mile-
stone in the history of the WEU as it called,
inter alia, for a "more cohesive European
defence identity”, a strategy based on an
adequate mix of appropriate nuclear and
conventional forces and a "contribution to
overall deterrence and secunty”. The WEU
also appeared to act as a caucus for de-
veloping Westemn - European positions on
arms control and as-a mechanism for na-
val co-operation®.

E. Europe: AnInternational Actorin its
Cwn Right?

In the early 90s, various proposals wers
made such as the building of a "multilat-
eral European army as part of an European
pillar of NATO", a Pan - European Termito-
rial Security Force; a Joint Polish West-
German Brigade; a Franco -German Bri-
gade; etc. Nothing came of theseas West-
ern Europeans saw, at least for the time,
no alternative to NATO for balancing So-
viet strength and absorbing German power,

In May 1994 the WELU Ministers agreed on
the criteria for Associate Parnership and
in November of the same year the
Moordwijk (Metherlands) Ministerial Meet-
ing endorsed conclusions on the formula-
tion of a Common European Defence
Folicy. This opened the door for participa-
tion by CEE States in WEU Council Ses-
sions, Groups and Operations. This can
be of value in the light of decisions adopted
in Brussels (January 1994} where NATO
ar WELL

On 14 Movember 1835, the WEU Council
of Ministers adopted in Madrid a documentl
identifying the common interests of 27 Eu-
ropean countries 't the risks and potential
threats as well as Europe's responsibili-
ties in a strategic environment in which
Europe's securily Is not confined to se-
curity in Europe and in which Europe
has acquired the capability to make its
own contribution to the building of a just
and peaceful world order. The document
illustrated the wide discrepancies between
declared goals and general concepts on
the one hand and practical operational ar-
rangements on the other. Consequently,
there are doubts whether "even under the
best of circumstances, Europe will in the
near fulure be able overcome differing for-
eign policy orientations and national sov-
erelgnty concems to become an interma-
tional acter in its own right™."
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There are political and economic reasons
for this state of affairs. With the end of the
Cold War the motivation for additional de-
fence spending is gone, Political changes
are easier to make than financial commit-
meants which the development of indepen-
dent logistics, intelligence and communi-
cations systems, as well as nuclear forces,
would necessitate.

C. WEU : The Defence Pillar of EU?

The revival of the debate on a new role for
WEU in building European security is con-
nected with changes in France's declara-
tion in December 19395 that it would par-
ticipate in MATO's military structures.
Briefly stated France's position was that all
important decisions should be taken by the
Morth Atlantic Couneil as authorized by the
1845 Morth Atlantic Treaty and not by
mechanisms established later. An attempt
was made to resolve the issue through the
Combined Joint Task Forces (CJTF) within
which NATO resources could be made
available for missions other than collective
defence, under Arnlicle 5 of the North Al
lantic Treaty, whether performed by NATO,
WEWU or other commancds.

On 30 January 1896 ', the Portuguese
President of the WEU Council identified two
major issues :

(a) the common evaluation of European
sacurity;

(b) the institutional implications for WEL!
of a European Securily and Defence lden-
ity

A study prepares by the European Strat-
eqy Group and the WEU Institute for Se-
curity Studies envisages the possible
intermeeting of the WEU and the EU by
2005, by which time there might be agree-
ment on the political objective of building
Europe. Its is the view of many experts
that "WEU...is the only Eurcpean institu-
tion with a contractual link with the Atlantic
Alliance from which the whole Eurcpean
Union can benefit, the more so the closer
WEL draws to [the Alliance at the institu-
tional leveal."

The crux of the matteris that in the present
sifuation NATC's military structures in
which the US forces play a key role are the
only guarantors of Eurcpean security, US
military withdrawal from Europe would
make these structures worthless. Hence
the political debate in 1995 centres on
whether the Intergovernmental Confer-
ence (IGC, commonly known as
Maastricht |I) will make decisions |ead-
ing to the WEU becoming the defence
pillar of the EU.

The Lisben declaration of Ministers of For-

eign Affairs and Defence of the WEU con-
firmed that the construction of an integrated
Europs will be incomplate until it includes
securily and defence., Insum, meeting the
goals and tasks identified in 1955 will de-
pend on IGE decisions which cover two ar-
gas ;

(a) the adaptation by the transatlantic
MNATO partners to the European identity
emerging under the security and defence
policy of WEU; and

{b) the inclusion of CEE associate pariners
in the common, comprehensive and co-
operative security concept of Europe,

The crucial question is not that of institu-
tional changes in NATO, EU and WEU, but
one of continued US commitment to the
Alliance - Should US involvement become
weaker, three processes would become
would become significant:

{a) enlarging the Alliance to the East,

{b) torging a new relationship between
Russia and MATO; and

{c) establishing fransatlantic co-operation
based on shared US-European securily
interests.

FOOT NOTES
1 See Freface

2 The USA, Russia, France, the United
Kingdom and Garmany (the Contact
Group)

3 NATO, the EU, the Western European
Union (WEU) and the OSCE

4 Western Europe includes the USA and
Canada

5. *Study of NATO Enfargement’, NATO,
Brussels, 1955

&6 Proponents of this waming were Deferice
Minister Pavel Grachev (5 January 1995)
and Foreign Minister Yevgeniy Frimakov

7 From the polfical point of view Cantral
European States are Paland, the Czech
Republic, Hungary and Slovakia, the
three Ballic States (Esfonia, Latvia and
Lithuania} and Slovenia,

8 Based on arlicles published in the
Intermnaitonal Herald Trbune

9 Since 1980 Britain had been operating in
the Persian Gulf, I was foined in 1987
by naval units from France, laly, Belgium
and the Nertherfands, while the FRG de-
ployed ships fo the Mediterranean.

10 10 WEU members. 3 associate members
(lceland, Norvway, Turkey), 5 obseners
(the EU States of Ausinia, Denmark, Fin-
land, freland and Sweden) and 8 associ-
ale pariners (CEE States which have

11

12

13

10

11

12

agraements with EU plus 3 Baltic States)

Sloan 8.R. "WATO s furture : beyond col-
fective defense”, CRS Report for Con-
gress (Congressional Research Service,
Library of Congress, Washington D. C.
15:5ept. 1995)

In the framework of the preparations for
the 1896 revision of the Maastncht Treaty
at the 1GC

These 10 missions were in (1) Kosovo,
Sandjak and Vojvodina; (2) Skopje ; (3)
Georgia ; (4) Moldova ; (5) Tajikistan ; (6)
Ukraine ; (7) Sarajevo ; (8) Latvia ; {9)
Estoniia and (10) Chechnya.

See Preface
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gress (Congressional Research Senvice,
Library of Congress, Washington 0. C.
15 Sept. 1935}
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the 1896 revision ofthe Maastnchi Trealy
at the IGC
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a sort of accounting session for the past
* three years aswell as a preparatory com-
mittes for the next Summit. In addition,
special Ministerial Conferences are hald
for specific issues. At the UN where vir-
tually all Non-Aligned countries have a
resident mission, the group meets
throughout the year an all the issues of
the United Mations. Thisis the great pro-
letariat of the Non-aligned at work. There
is no secretariat but the current Chair-
man provides all services and
organisational assistance for the work of
the Movement, a function which was in-
stitutionalized during Sri Lanka's term of
office between 1976 and 1979,

The institution of the UN Human Rights
Cemmissioner is one of the success
stores of the United Mations and this is
acknowledged by all states - NA as well
as others. However, the proposal was
imtially highly controversial; the vast ma-
jority of the international community saw
it as an intrusive mechanism with obvi-
ous, barely concealed political mativa-
tian. Yet curiously, it was the NA which
“purified" the somewhat suspect man-
date originally drawn up for the High
Commissioner. The NAM also ensured
that the concept was acceptable to even
those NA countries who have, with some
causs, fraditionally opposed any UN se-
curity of human rights situations on indi-
vidual countries, The High Commis-
sioner has had a highly successful pe-
riod of aclivity. Govemments have co-
operated with him and have, through him,
established working relationships with
the UN human rights insfitutions.

Similarly, the NA Working Group on the
reform of the Security Council hashelped,
at |east to hold back rather arbitrary
charges which would not have been in
tha interests of developing countries.

In general, the NAM has not recently had
many such successas in negoliating
agreements on major issuesaffecting the
entire international community. The twao
exceptions however illustrate what tha
MAM is capable of doing on current is-
sues of cancem.

Thirdly, the guestion of technical support.
The NAM has failed to build up institu-
tional support of a lechnical, or special-
ist nature. The NAM has fought shy of
accepting even an administrative
Secretanist.

This is today a serous liability particu-
lariy in respect of economic issuss which
are increasingly more complex. The
MAM's basic thrust has remainad paliti-
cal and so cial rather than economic -
the G-77 has been |eft with the economic
aspect.

There is both promise and peril in store
for the MAM in the globalization process
currently in train. The Group's capacity
to analyse, to assess emerging eco-
nomic and commercial realities, includ-
ing the inevitable reality of global inter-
depandence and the ability to respand
to them, is serously [imited.

The South Commission in which Dr
Gamini Corea plays a major part is a third
world economic think - tank and has had
some links with the NA, During
Indonesia’s Chairmanship of the Move-
ment, Dr Corea undertoak a study of the
debt problem from the point of view of
developing countries which provided
usaeful specialized inputs into MA think-
ing but such inferaction has Deen more
an exception than an established pattern,
This continues to be a serious disability
for the NAM when traditional approaches
to international economic relations are
no langer effective. Most MA countries
have liberalised thelr economies, con-
ferred on their private sectors the fitle
"engine of growth" and have encouraged
foreign investment, foreign collaboration
and management. Y&l no clearly thought
pul collective position has emerged
among the NAM to derive the best from
these fast - moving fimes. By contrast,
industrialised countries are co-ordinating
their approaches, for example, oninvest-
ing in developing countries, and at the
coeming WTO Meeting in Singapore will
pursue such approaches. The effarts ta
abolish, or emasculate UNCTAD and
UNIDO and to make of the UN ECOSOC
a sorl of Board of Directors for interna-
tional economic management broughi
out a strong defence of the institutions
at the last NAM summit and something
in the way of concrete action is being
considered, Professional expertisa avail-
ablein NAM countries has not been how-
everadeguately harmnessed by the Mova-
ment.

CONCLUSION

MNan-aligned countries at the national
level are conscious of the new political
and sconomic realitiss. A process of

assessment is taking place as palicies .
at the national level are being decidad.
The pace of intermational developments
iz fast moving which makes the exercise
much more difficult. On the collective
plane, itis therefore only natural that the
responses will be even slower and more
uncertzin, ldentification of common in-
terests and co-crdinating policies among
a large number of couniries is a very
complex process. The movement re-
mains an essential framawork for devel-
oping countries within which to project,
promote and profect their interests in a
rapidly changing political and economic
scene. Atthe very least, the NAM needs
to stay active and alert in the arena of
international negotiations lest the infer-
esis of the vast majority of developing
counlries are by - passed. The NAM is
adjusting itself to a new agenda and
some thought is also being given to new
methods of decision - making and co-
ordination.

Speech delivered at a meeting com-
memaorating the 35th Anniversary of the
founding of the Non Aligned Movement,
held at the BMICH, with the Hon Prime
Minister, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, as
Chief Gusst,
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Will privatization mean
the end of the union
_ I represent?
How will the interests
of my members be
protected!

=~ Trade Unionist

Privatization will in no way dilute or reduce the
powers and rights of your union, British Airways was
privatized in 1987, and the unions remain to protect worker
interests just as before. Some of the world's largest, most
powerful and vocal unions exist in the private sector. For
exampie, the United Auto Workers (UAW) represent over
100,000 workers ar the three biggest American car
companies, none of which are state owned, In fact, there is
every likelihood that working conditians will actually improve
in privatized companies, since there will be substantial
investments made to upgrade facilities and training. You can
look forward to representing a considerably more

prosperous Unicn,

It is important ta realize privatization is a means to
an end. It is a means to improve our living standards, foster
technological progress, create employment and take our
nation into a mare prosperous tomorrow. In order to
achieve these aims, privatization has to be executed in the

appropriate manner.

That is the task of the Public Enterprise Reform
Commission (PERC). lts mandate is to make privatization

work for Sri Lankans today, and for generations to come.

Every privatization is a carefully considered decision
that tzkes inta account the interests of all sectors of society;
the general public, the state employees, the consumers, the

suppliers, as well as the country's overall economic vision.

PERC's mission is to see that privatization works.
In doing so, your interests are always being well looked

after,

With privatization everybody has a stake.

PERC
WATCHFUL IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

FUBLIC EMTERPRISE REFORM COMMISSION,
Bank of Ceylon - 3th Floor, No 4, PO, Bax 7001 Sank of Coeylon Mawatka,

Colomba |, 56 Lanka.
Teleohona: 94- 1. 1IRTSAR Fawe 041102012

H7DAS

T PEAC



INTEREST FREE CREDIT?
CONVENIENT REPAYMENT TERMS
LOWEST JOINING FEE?

Yes. All and many more
benefits are yours with the

CEYBANK VISA CARD.

Contact the Centre Manager,

CEYBANK CARD CENTRE,
Bank of Ceylon

No. 4, BANK OF CEYLON MAWATHA,
COLOMBO - 1.

BE WISE. CARD - WISE

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation

TELEPHONE: 447823 — Ex. 4180 & 4185
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