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Effectiveness'of Communicaliye
[Fanguageklieaching to promotellanguage

G

COMMUNICATIVE
LANGUAGE

TEACHING

Language study is considered to promote our
learners to communicate with everyone
successfully. There are many various approaches
designed to give language knowledge in the school
background. Our English teachers get the chance
to apply their former experiences with their
teaching strategy.Among them, Communicative
language teaching is the best method to develop
all the skills naturally. Today, the active teachers
use this method to develop learners’ language
skills. So it is focused on using of communicative
as the main tool in teaching language and alsoit is
the most influential teaching approach in the
present world today. However this precious method
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was originated in 1960.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
is an approach to the teaching of second and foreign
languages that emphasizes interaction as both the
means and the ultimate goal of learning a language.

Especially Dell Hymes (1972) first coined the term
‘communicative competence’ which referred
‘aspects of our competence that enables to convey
and interpret massages from one person to another
that is prescribed by the scholars considering the
classroom approach. Anyway CLT approach was
adopted in many countries where English is learnt
and spoken as a foreignlanguage. It should be
understood through the basic introduction to get
the knowledge. But many of our teachers daily
choose their conventional teaching method that
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means ‘“‘chalk and talk”.

Ministry of Education has authorized National
Curriculum and Textbook through National
Institute of Education for preparing English
teaching and learning curriculum, syllabus,
materials based on CLT approach especially in the
background of language. According to Richards
& Rodgers, the Communicative approach aims at
developing procedures for the teaching of the
fourskills that acknowledge the interdependence
of language and communication which is more
suitable for our learners in the classroom activity
because the aims tomake students communi
catively. During the language activity in the team
or group work, students can gain everything for
their better performance.

The objectives of English curriculum should
be considered in all the schools through the
practical orientation approach which can be consi
dered from the primary level. Such as;

* Understanding simple commands/
instructions/request in English and carry them out.

*_ Speaking and understanding simple English
according to their age level.

* Reading and comprehend text books
according to their level.

*_ Writing alphabets, words, numbers, simple
sentences, passages, paragraphs,

informal letter according to their level.

Brown (2001) and Richards (2006) describe
the characteristics of Communicative Language
Teaching which aresuitable for every language
teacher in Sri Lanka. These are as follows;

* Classroom goals are focused on

communicative competence.

*.The target language is a vehicle for
communication not only the object of study.

*.Language techniques are designed to
engage learners to use the language for Meaningful
purposes.

* Fluency may have to take on more
importance than accuracy in order to keep the
learners engaged in language use.

* Accuracy can be judged not in abstract but
in context.

*_ Students have to use language productively
and receptively as these are needed in authentic
communication.

*_ Students should be given opportunities to
be coached on strategies for how toimprove their

comprehension, their learning style and process.

*. The teacher acts as a facilitator in setting
up communicative activities

In the classroom activities, the learners have
to activate and integrate their pre-communicative

knowledge and skills in order to use them for
the communication of meaning which is handled
by every language teacher in the group or peer
opportunity. There is different type of methodology
used to activate our learners considering teacher’s
approach. In fact, we have to consider the ideal
arrangement of a classroom which can promote
interaction, involvement with arranging the desks
in a semicircle with the help of learners. This
specific arrangement is most feasible in getting
students involved in acquire communication
competence to participate in different activities.

In my opinion, every language teacherhas
toplay dimensional role in the classroom.they
should know when it isproper time to play the
role. There are significant roles taken based on the
teachers such as;

*, Facilitator- facilitate the communication
process in the classroom.

* Independent participant- she has to
participate within the learning.

*. Resource- she organizes the resources of
the activities.

*, Researcher- she is a learner or researcher
with much to contribute in terms of appropriate
knowledge

Generally communicative language teaching
makes use of authentic material, because it is
important to give them the opportunity to
understand how language is actually used in inside
and outside the classroom. Students can be
involved in real life situations tasks that require
communication. Thus, they will be kept motivated
until they finish the activity and see the clear
outcome which can be monitored by the senior
teachers clearly.

In short, learners should be motivated to learn
their second language using with communicative
language approach which has developed and
gained popularity in the last few decades. Teachers
function as facilitators by talking less and listening
more and letting the classroom to be learner-
centered. The new approaches and exercises have
enabled students to gain competency in languages
by enhancing fluency and creativity to provide
opportunities for more competence.
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1. depression

2. schizophrenia
3. anxiety

4. panic disorder
5. phobia
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