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1911;
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&GITIOL 1D GlFeval Beveubiom SJUTS@HEGHID UHays
SlwLocworid  memL_GlLmev,
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QUSLIYEBIT L5156 |
1935 - 36;
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1936 - 38;
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Food
Bolled Rice and curry, which is made in thrform Souy, Graveym fry, salad, Madeof vegitable,

fis,and meat. Commonly iT containts In sixt tastes Sweet, Biternes, sour, hot, acied, sour

Relgion
Sivam. itS main scopeisthesiva of sprtherm lavd( Tamil Nadu Is tje Gpdcforall nations/
OvdestSaying All places is mineanf aal manjind is mykinsmen

Dress; Femalewears tow picecloths, called saree which 8 yards length and skert. Males wears s
Basty . anD Shavwi respectly 4 yaosand 3 yards. Na

TheseClothes are seamles When dressed has-3 laters Upper layersis prevent sun heat , dust ect
seconflayers thirdjayers is inner andabsorb the wet ness firsfear the middlte layer is spme kind

of fillere

Aliclothes aremasde of pure cotton whichhas prevent sun heat and easilyabsprb uje

Both sex ddres the cloth around thehiy and press in front nearthr Nablr. IC hibes strengt to hip
z  pre” embac’ Isr Pre vent kernia




1950;

1951;

1951;
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Sauiser sdvedw aRsHsTi. Hfw Fyralr uregm
al(pSHF FHIEHFOT GlFweTETITSE aflarBiSw HH. .
FyaleOIpS S @bS Bapsfeow gpun() CEWBHBSTT.

wmptiuresord Sy Hyreie. uTeer allHSHF FBIBHFGOT
29 aug 24501(h) aflpr, &ICWTE) 5551601 S Uy S
s&veoiouiey B Glupmg . Qevalpraiey L{GVGUITLOGDDH]
SNOUTHERHEG, LIGIOTIYHLOG GTE@ID LILL LD GULPHISLILIL L )
B5Geu Q)bdHsFmISLD [BL_TSHH (LPHEITeU S Ll L_tp 2erfluy
afipraur@d.  @evallipraiey Guyr&iilwir Gls. Glum 1By 8
& [bHJLD SHGUTHGT Hevbgl GISTCOOTLITIT.
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FeoLUWIey 2 emywim Hmwgi.
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ABlov Qevmiens Qb LOTLOGOT M) |G T T LILIGoT
oL L SHFHev 2_emywimmaug).
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1963;
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Glampoyy alGeusreot hsh FewLuilev HLOLPLI LITHISTLILY
GTTE)Ib HBULIIGY 2_cywiT DM .

2yF &Ho Ghomip) @&Gormr 2GCeuTFdorsF FenLUiev
&BUF GlFTeVEVTESE @GP 2 miniert WuweTd GlLmev.

useus; Bewz Glousvorum (wHoGuwnsd) Gleuerfludl v

usaud Bewsg ClaucoTUTaHT FTHSHW 16OTL_6uLI LIl

@JBD@:SQUL@.

Bevmiens Hevalls FHIBOT BB LITL BTGV 2, GouTFdoTF

geoL 2 munieryrs Buwiweorid Glumigev.

Beuy g Havdv 1weor(hiLl UHSHEDSH LGDTIST ail.F.
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1966;

1967,

1974;

1976;

1976;

1978.

BBULDEHGIT ug,@rﬁm A Ffwr euTEF 56vn'@9@ &). 6.
G)gp a6 /T 35 60T cg;@ufra;@as@ L L GE&arlil — LD&HEHEIT
griilev 2 usTyl USHTD TSI aupPhISeV. (Fhk

GDAULIGULD LOL L SEHETLIL| (K& Lo6oTL_LiIh%Hev 30 08. 1966
Bev LBGRDLQU@!DQI.
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BevEE D&M BT 196V LOGVGTET FTEHIL LITL GUEGIT

umI 2 eywITmHmE)T.

LevauT oeofluiledT FEUTIQWTEBW  LIGTIY HLo6o0N &,
ST UGINGTET Sjeuit Hafledr HBBHLI LFTeoOTLD HL_F
&TGOOTL_LD 2 &y Hrev Fmiiy apr 02. 03. 67 aSuwimipseot
o7V GUGTOTETT EDaUSSHeeu) lSHHUITEOUISHHED [HEDL
Clummg. @BHEWFS ERwysr ail. FeusnilyiLoeooiusd
QauTHer Hbvemioulley BewL GILUDMGI. L)6veuTLDEDH
Jaursar aflprailev usigGuUDM GlErmHGILTLdeuT mmies)T

G(H&EHGTIOL LD Q)b Flow alHEHF FemLudleorymev
L{GUGUITLOGEDH WIS Lisaud; Hewd; Glauesorum Ls%) Guimssip
GlewerfluI_ti_sv

Lj6VeuTLOGEBTUIGT LiIseud; Howd GlouedTLIT GRyT60TGUITHLD
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IAFFEHHV HYFF_LIL_ LG

FLOSHTEOT HHUISUITS [BuioeTid Glumev.
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PULAVAR MANI
A. PERIYATHAMBIPILLAI
A GREAT TAMIL POET AND SCHOLAR

By: Mr.K.Kanapathipillat B.A. F.R.6.S
Retiared Principal Shivananda Vidyalaya

The grand power of poetry is the interpeneteretrative power by
which I mean not a power of drawung out in black and white an explanation
pf the mystery of the universe, but the power of so dealing with things as to
aweken in us wonderfully full, new and innate sense of them, and of our
relations with them,

These words of Mathew Arnold written in appreciation of certain
and several other poems of the great French poet Maurice De Guerin, in a
way awaken feelings in us, equally noble and equally sublime, When we
read some of the rare gems of poetry (in Tamil) of the late Pulavarmani
Peryathambipillai of Batticaloa.

One has only to read aloud in their proper cadence the lines
composed on illangai Mani Thirunadu his Meedchipattu and his Bagavat
Geetha Venpa and then onewill not fail to see the supreme quality of the
sentiments expressed, the notions dealt with and the purity of form and
clarity of sense unalloyed beauty that have found lodgement in these poems.

Though not a great poet in the sense of one having produced a vast
body of quartrains on any epic theme like a Kamban or Thiruthaka Devar,
Pulavarmani Periyathambipillai is great in his own way . His creations in
Tamil, especially his poems, though few and far between, are in no way
inferior to any of the poetic productions of the the post - sanga and modern
periods. Subramaniya Barathi ‘s creations may be considered to be
singularly estimable and eminent, and he may be justly assigned the
status of the Keats of Tamilaham, and Pulavamani of Sri Lanka, as far as
the beauty. sensibllity, sublimity and power of his poetic productions are
conserned, does not leg bhind even Varakavi Subramaniya Barathi.

Pulavarmani serves as a link between the modern period and the
Sanga period of Tamil poetry. Having had his link with the poetic and
commentators of the Sanga period, and being physically and mentally a
child of the modern age of what may be stayled as the age Kuppai Kavi, he
sings in a strain and in a thought content that helps to interpret the
established notions of old, namely those of Aram , Porul, Inpam and Veedu
- the home, its economy, the pleasure of the hearth and hevenly bliss - in
terms of the revolutionery ideas of the present
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Pulavarmany Pandit A. Periyathambipillai
The Poet Laureate of Batticaloa

(By Navatkudah Elayathamby Thangarajah - a former Senior
Executive of the Departments of Statistics and Economic
Research of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka)

The literary landscape of Batticaloa is adorned with the names
of several luminaries of poetic eminence. Their levels of
achievements in the field of literature are all the more as-
tounding because they are all self-made men, sprung from a
region, unaccounted for any reasonable cognition in the field
of education. Their emergence in areas considered a knock-
out in literacy is a miracle. To mention the names of a few are
Pandit S. Poopalapillai, Vidwan A. Saravanamuthan, Pandit
K .Kunchithamby, Pulavarmany Pandit A. Periyathambipillai
and Swami Vipulanannanda. To mention the names of few
such luminaries among the muslim community in Batticaloa
are Poet Sinna AlimAppa, Poet Sethumatharusahip, Poet
Mohamedrahib and the likes. Pandit V.C. Kandiah refers to
nearly twenty five such learned scholars in his book
"Matakalappu Thamilakam."

The Swami Vipulananda Kalai Mandram in Toronto
accepted a suggestion by Eelathupooradanar Dr.K.D.
Selvarajagopal that while we celebrate the Remembrance Day
of the Swami, we also jointly remember to celeberate atleast
one of the scholastic sons of the soil each year. Accordingly
the mandram has decided to celeberate the late Pulavarmany
Pandit A. Periyathambipillai this year on whom the Batticaloa
KalaiMandram conferred the title 'Pulavarmany' which could
be closely translated to mean the 'Poet Laureate.'

The Late Pulavarmany Pandit Periyathambipillai is not
only a very close friend and well-wisher of our family, but
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also he associated very intimately wtih two of my younger
brothers Tharmalingam and Chellamanickam. While I was
stationed in Colombo at the Central Bank of Sri Lanka, I used
to receive two important visitors, accompanied mostly by one
or both of my two brothers. One such visitor was our highly
respected Late Sebastian Lena Master who as Principal of
St.Michael's College Batticaloa fashioned the destinies of
several men. The other of course our beloved Pulavarmany. I
still record in my memory the late Pulavarmany as a person
walking upright, attired in pure white cotton verty and shawl
and with the usual "national" to complete with, talking with a
nasal accent. The late Pulavarmany was a kind and compas-
sionate person, with a fatherly attitude. Whenever he chanced
to meet me without any of my brothers, he never failed to
refer to my brohters and their families health. I am in a way
grately indebted to write these few words about him, to be
associated in a book that Eelathupooradanar is writing about
his Student~ late Pulavarmany to have its relearse to coinside
with the Rememberance Day of Swami Vipulananda. I am
really grateful to Eelathapooradanar to have given me this
opportunity.

Looking back at the primitive conditions prevailing
during the times of births, of people like Pulavarmany and
others and the lack of any tangible educational facilities avail-
able at that time, in a region completely shut out from the rest
of the country and the world in respect of any higher seat of
learning, it is a great wonder as to how these men, happened
to achieve the literary pinacles they happened to prevail upon
themselves.

The young Periyathamby started his education under
the village Gurukula system (learning at the feet of a master
in the house or temple) at the feet of one Mr.
Santhirasekarampillai, a gentleman from Jaffna, who took
permanent residence at Mandur. In his very young days he
showed amazing capacity to memorize ancient literary clas-
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sics, such as Mahabaratham, Kandapuranam,
Thiruchendoorpuranam and the grammatical composition
called Negandu; under the tutelage of his guru
Santhirasekarampillai.

The village Mandur where the future Pulavarmany was
born, has its own touch of ancient history. Similarily, the Sri
Murugan Temple in Mandur also has its own spiritual his-
torical origin, associated with the ancient King Ravana.

There i1s a story, that started thousands of years ago,
told and retold to this day, runs something like this. There
was an evil demon with great powers terrorising the devotees
of Lord Murugan. The Vel (the long arrow-like weapon in
the hands of Lord Murugan, meant to destroy all evils) shot
by him to decimate the evil giant, reflected in three different
directions and hit three different targets; one destroying the
demon king and plunging itself into deep water to abate its
heat intensity; the second finding its target into a white 'Na-
val' tree at Thirukovil in close proximity to Ravana's Fortress
(now resting at the bottom of the sea engulfed by a huge tidal
wave or tsunami) where the ancient historical Sr1 Murugan
Temple with Indian architectural beauty, dating back to the
second and third centuries, stands today, while the third ray
similarly finding its target in the native village at Mandur,
the birth-place of our late Pulavarmany. In this place stands
today the famous Sri Murugan Temple.

It is a sad part of our history that the Portuguese invad-
ers, wherever they went, they destroyed all the Hindu Tem-
ples and plundered the valuables found inside these temples.
When they tried to do the same at the Mandur Sr1 Murugan
Temple, they were met with a serious setback. It is a spiritual

part of the Temple's history that a bunch of wild hornets,
chased the Portuguese invaders and attacked them with their
venom, killing many and driving the rest away. Being unable
to defend themselved against the fierce attack by the wild
hornets, the soldiers dropped their swords, guns and other
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weapons and ran away, even leaving behind their dead ones.
These weapons left behind by the soldiers are still kept and
preserved in this temple.

The early history of Ceylon, records a comparatively
peaceful life in the Batticaloa regions, ruled mainly by Indian
Kings. Bringing some settlers of their own, they administered
the region through a system of vannias with rules and regula-
tions applied through the temple authorities. They even ap-
pointed teachers to educate the locals. In this background, a
region blessed with nature's abundance, propelled a few ea-
ger and creative minds like our Pulavarmany and such others
to engage in the study of ancient classics. The building of
Hindu Temples, with men and scalptors brought from India,
based on Indian concepts; the construction of tanks for irri-
gation purposes, all contributed towards their academic en-
hancement. Young Periyathambipillai was one who took full
advantage of this situation. He, like his few contemporaries
became a self-made man.

Pandit Periyahtambipillai was born on December 18th,
1899; the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Ehamparapillai, who
had the distinction of functioning as the "Vannakar" (Man-
ager) of the Mandur Sri Murugan Temple for a legendary
period of 32 years.

The loss of his loving mother was a great blow to the
studious boy. He was compelled to suspend his studies for
some time, under his village Guru. After a brief sojourn at his
village he was sent to the Leese Catholic English High School
at Kalmunai, where in two years' time, he passed the grade 8
standard. Not being very happy with the study of a foreign
language, the boy returned to his native Mandur. With the
help of one Mr. Thambimuthupillai, a book dealer from Jaftna,
who used to visit the Sr1 Murugan Mandur Temple during
the festival, he was sent to Jaffna and was admitted to the
Jaffna Navalar Saivapragasa Saiva School. His excellent per-
formance at this school, earned him a scholarship to continue
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his higher learnings, under two great men, namely Mr.
K.Kailasapillai, a nephew of Saint Arumuganavalar, and
Sunnai Pandit Kumaraswamy, with Pandit Mayilvaganam
(Swami Vipulananda) and Pandit Mahalingam as his men-
tors. He completed with amazing grades the two-year aca-
demic course, including the grammatical compositions relat-
ing to the study of classical literature, in a short period of ten
months, thus earning the prestigeous title of 'Pandit'. It was
during this period he produced his first literary works called
the "Mandur Pathikam", which earned him a worthy com-
mentary from no less a person than Pandit Mayilvaganam
(Swami Vipulananda) in the year 1922.

The caste system in Jaffna even today, unlike in the
Batticaloa District is very strong. It was very virulent at the
time of young Pandit Periyathambipillai. Many of Pandit
Periyathambipillai's friends did not like him getting associ-
ated with a person of the so called low caste person, who
according to the Pandit was an educated, kind - hearted, cul-
tured and a pius person. When this gentleman died, Pandit
Periyathambipillai took the bold step of not only attending
his funeral, but he also wrote an epitah in praise of his good
natured friend.

Pandit Periyathambipillai displayed very high respects
for other religions, as well, from his early days. He proceeded
to India and undertook a critical study of the Bible, for two
full years at a Christian College in Madurai, to find his equa-
tion of Christianity with that of the religion of his birth, namely
Hinduism. In the examination conducted to cover countries
such as Ceylon, India Burma and Malaya, Pandit
Periyathambipillai was shot into fame in the Christian world
by obtaining the best results. It was at this time, he produced
his second literary works called the sl »su genus
gulsviemiiad, which could be roughly translated into Eng-
lish as the Eye-Opener to the Christian Board. It had its offi-

cial release in Madurai in the year 1922.

;128



His fate was to strike a balance at this time with an
unexpected encounter with Swami Vipulananda who was vis-
iting Madurai, after his ordination as a Saint of the
Ramakrishna Mission Order. Their meeting was a bond of
patriotic feelings and friendship. In the very words of Pandit
Periyathambipillai "It was an electrifying and unforgetable
moments in his life". Their friendship lasted until the last
minute, of their souls parted.

At the invitation of the Swami, the Pandit returned to
Ceylon and accepted a teaching position at the Trincomalee
Hindu College, where he taught the beauty of the Thamil
Language for four full years. As fate beckoned, Pandit
Periyathambipillai was chosen by popular choice to receive
the Great Mahatma Gandhi, the father of non-violence and
Ahimsa, in the year 1928 when Gandhi visited Trincomalee.
As a person born in Batticaloa, I take pride in recording here
that it was yet another person from Batticaloa, Swami
Viplananda by popular choice was selected to receive Ma-
hatma Gandhi, when he came to visit Jaffna in 1927.

When young Mayilvaganam was a student at
St.Michael's College, Batticaloa, he became a very close and
respected student of Rev. Fr. Bonnel. Rev. Father Bonnel,
used to call him by his pet-name 'Mayilkunju'. When father
Bonnel made a request to Swami Vipulananda to give Pandit
Periyathambipillai to head the St. Augustine Christian Teach-
ers Training College, functioning at St. Michael's College,
Swami Vipulananda had no alternative but to release him with
much reluctance. Pandit Periyathambipillai taught Thamil to
hundreds of Christian priests for nine years, whereby the Pan-
dit became very popularly known to the Christian world.

During the second world war, food became scarce. Food
clothings, and other essentials were distributed through co-
operative stores, through a rationing system. The government

gave every encouragement to people to grow more food. Mr.
A.M.A. Azeez a one time Princial and later a Snator, was
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appointed to the Kalmunai A.G.A's. office, as Assistant Gov-
ernment Agent. His main duties were to encourage cultiva-
tion of food crops. Mr. Azeez was a lover of Thamil Litera-
ture. He sought the expertise of Pandit Periyathambipillai to
help him wtih his know-how. They became very close friends.
The Pandit not only got more and more people involved in
diversified crops cultivation, but he also won the two first
prizes offered by the Government for the best essays on agri-
culture in the Government sponsored essays competitions.

It is a general fact, that people tend to loose the grip on
themselves during the times of stresses. A sense of helpless-
ness overtakes them and makes them inactive or mentally
dull. In the case of Pandit Periyathambipillai, it worked in the
reverse, during the worrysome days of despair, when his be-
loved wife was admitted to the Colombo General Hospital
for a serious ailment. He started readinmg the Sanscrit ver-
sion of the Bhagavad Gita to appease his mind that was in a
turmoil. In this mind boggling situation, the Pandit came out
with his literary masterpiece in Thamil, called the useug
&g Osuswium, which could be translated in English as the
Bhagavad Gita in Poetry, which ran into seven hundred verses;
a feat unimaginable by any human standard, under such con-
ditions of acute stress. The Pandit showed the same flourish
of his mental prowess when Swami Vipulananda was admit-
ted to the hospital in 1954 with a history of enteric fever; a
disease that is near fatal. Pulavarmany, could not bear to see
the suffering that Swami underwent, and the prospect of
loosing Swami forever.

Pandit's mind may have had the reflection of the
LB usHHl (complete surrender unto the Lord) 1n
Saint Manickavasagar's Thiruvasagam. Attributing the con-
cept of a cook-koo bird, cooing to plead with the Maker to
spare the life of Swami Jee, he wrote his yet another of his
miraculous composition called the i dlig g1 under simi-

lar trying condition.

G

i, SR



A panel of distinguished men at the Radio Ceylon, un-
der the patronage of Swami Vipulananda conferred on the
Pandit the title 'Geuswiuralns Gurlugw ' meaning
'Periyathambi in Poetry'. In the years 1950, the Elakia
Mandram of Batticaloa before others, conferred on him the
rare and distinguished Title Ljsosuiiosmil, an honour befitting
the english Title ' The Poet laureate'.

After a short break, Pulavarmany was appointed as the
head of the Thamil section of the Batticaloa Government Col-
lege. He performed a great service to the cause of Thamil
studies by organizing and developing several Elakia
Mandrams, enjoined by Swami Vipulananda on his return
from his pilgrimage to the Himalayas.

Pulavarmany was appointed a member of every Elakia
Mandram and every Board and Society that encouraged edu-
cational and cultural developments in the Batticaloa Region.
Besides his numerous books and other written works, he has
also composed more than 2500 poetrical compositions and
conducted more than 1000 lectures in public and on temple
platforms.

The Hindus believe that a wife predeceasing her hus-
band is a sign of virtue of a good natured and faithful wife as
the duty of removing the nuptial 'Thali' will befall on the hus-
band himself who tied it at the time of their marriage. It was
so in the case of Pulavarmany Pandit Periyathambipillai.

Pulavarmany was called to make peace with his
MAKER on the Eeventh day of February 1978. The multi-
tudes that thronged his last journey will bear testimony to his
esteemed life on Earth. Pulavarmany Pandit
Periyathambipillai is survived by two of his four sons and his
two daughters.

Here 1s a synopsis of what his life brought to bear post-
humously on his illustrious career as a person of literature:
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18.11.1978 The Establishment of a (Leveufioemil HlenesreyLs
uesieapd) Pulavarmany Ninaivu
Panimandram

13.09.1980 Conferring on him the Title (evaslw lgHsHE()
Elakia Vidthakar by the University of Jaffna

1980 The Publishing of (Ljeveuitioewnil HeilenHe6i)
Pulavarmany Kavithaikal by the Pulavarmany
Ninaivu  Panimandram.

11.11.1981 The unveiling of the Portrait of Pulavarmany at the
Colombo Thamil Sangam by Chief Justice
H.W.Thambiah Q.C.

20.06.1982 Publishing in Book form a series of articles by
Pulavarmany called (2_eiengitd [H6OEOSILD)
'Ullathum Nallathum' that appeared in the
Sinthamani paper.

18.09.1983 Unveiling the Portrait of Pulavarmany in the
Batticaloa Public Library Hall.

1991 Awarding of the Sahithiya Mandala Prize for
Pulavarmany's Book (2_éiengid [H6LEVGILD)
Ullathum /Nallathum

1991 Conferring of the Title (§evdbdlwg GlFbIOD)
Elakia Chemmal by the Ministry of Hindu Reli
gious and Cultural Affairs

29 05.1994 Conferring of the Title National Hero and the re
lease of a one rupee stamp in his honour by the
Postal Department
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23.04.1997 Conferring on him the Title (Bevs&ws HeoMHa)
Doctor of Literature by the Eastern University.

08.01.1999 The Unveiling of a Statue of Pulavarmany at the
Batticaloa Muthaliyar Road Junction, sponsored
by the Batticaloa municipality and the cost of
statue financed by his student Dr. Eelathu -
pooradanar.

1999 Renaming of Batticaloa Yard Road as

Pulavarmany Road by the Batticaloa Municipal
council

1999 Publishing of all Pulavarmany's articles in book
form by the North-East Provincial Council.

In conclusion,. to one who gave us his guidance and the ex-
periences of his wisdom, I would like, by the famous film
quote, to say To (Sir) AIYAH WITH LOVE.



A GLORY OF

'MADDAKALAPPU

Dr Periyathambipillai

Was A Glory adorn forever the Maddakalppu

He is living even “after the death

Which over come Him without mercy!

Yes ! After his departure from the earth

From every corner Of Scholers.

By all levl of the Educational Establisments

Sanghams of Tamil Language and Culture

Awarded Him with many Honours and Higher Degrees
And Remeberd every his Birth day !

He Born not az an ordenary Human being
His birth was glorified

To be a translater for Lord Kirushna
Bagabat Geetha Vennpa was a marvelous one
It is a another Bagavt Geetha preached

To the Tamil poupulation of the world
Through Pulavermany By Partha Sarathy

The aim of the preaching theGeetha To Arujna
probbly the purpose to face a war without fear
But the scope of preaching it Through our
Beloved Dr Pulabaemony Pandit Peryathamby
Was to Face the struggle in earhly Living .

If any one go through Bagavt geetha venpa
I Am sure, that They will find the proper meaning
Of the Lord Kirushnas’ versons!

By;
A Humble Student
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