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Foreword

It is with a profound sense of gratutude that | welcome the
publication of this autobiography of my brother Bishop Jebanesan.
Being the eldest and only a year or so elder to him in the family of six
children | happen to be the one associated with his life more than
anybody else alive today. | therefore know what an eventful and
marvelous story his is. It is a remarkable chronicle of battles won
over seemingly insurmountable hurdles and struggles. His
perseverance - 'stickability’ - against all odds to emerge asa giant of a
man in retirement, admired by the secular, the Hindu and the
Christian communities of Sri Lanka is indeed a story to be told.
Beginning from our very modest home in Chavakachcheri to his
ending up in the Bishop's House, Vaddukoddai with a PhD and several
other degrees and retiring asa venerable senior bishop of the CS|, it is
asheerCinderallastory butatrue one.

| have compared his rise above all expectations to that of
Albert Einstein about whom his school teacher once said to his father
'No matter what he does he will never amount toanything'. Icanalso
make comparison of his life with the lives of our parents. Their lives
too were filled with very bright days of exhilaration and some sombre
onesofdeep sorrow.

My father was a Teacher Training College convert but he
turned out to be a renowned school headmaster and then a very
useful and productive clergyman in the Jaffna Diocese recognized for
his preaching, literary, poetic and journalistic abilities. He was
fortunate enough to live long and have the satisfaction of seeing his
six children and many grandchildren grow up and flourish in life. In
contrast, my mother grew up as the proud daughter of a school
headmistress and as the dearest youngest sister of three girls who
were the envy of the whole village of Chavakachcheri being students
of the prestigious English boarding school Uduvil Girls College.
Unfartunately, tragedy began to strike her days of youth with the



deaths of her parents and her eldest sister Gnanam the
outstandingly beautiful young mother. From then on life was uphill
all the way with bitter disappointments, unbearable burdens and
calamities of various kinds until her encounter with violent armed
robbers that resulted in her untimely early death. Jebanesan, onthe
other hand, throughout his life had a rich mixture of may failures and
successes, downfalls and glories, frustrations and achievements.
They kept filling his days with unforgettable experiences that made
his life so notably different from those of his brothers and sister. That
makes his biography worth recording. It is indeed a case of
lemonade made out of the bitter lemon, the untold story of the
steward who was given one talent and did not bury it.

| suspect he had his secret recipe for making his life so
distinctly different. The secret may be that he always found solace in
the words of Kannathasan's wise Tamil words Unakkuk Keelay
Iruppavar Kodi; Athai Ninaiththu Paarthu Nimmathi Naadu (There
are millions and millions of people worse off than you. Just think of
them and be satisfied with your situation). That philosophy and
outlook in life made him persevere relentlessly through thick and
thin to the very end of his active days. His life is a model that the
succeeding generations of the Subramaniams should aspire to
imitate.

Subramaniam Sugunananthan
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Foreword

Revd.Dr.Justin B.Gnanapragasam,
Vicar General - Jaffna Diocese
Bishop's House, Jaffna.

Genius remains a mystery. There can be supreme technical
skill, originality, intelligence, and yet an absence of genius. Initially,
the word signified an attendant spirit, an animate power that givesto
a very few human beings the secret of radiance. It is said that the
ordinary man casts a shadow but a man of genius casts light.
Knowing Bishop Jebanesan for more that twenty five years, | could
boldly say that he is a genius. He is an outstanding teacher and an
eminent scholar possessing wide knowledge of Tamil Literature and
history and developed a capacity to make authoritative
presentations at academic functions. He is one of the few personsin
our society who could speak fluently in English and Tamil. | have, at
many times, waondered at his tremendous knowledge and the ease
with which he explained great truthsin simple terms.

As Bishop in Jaffna of the Diocese of the Church of South India,
Bishop Jebanesan had to guide his flock during the most turbulent
times in the history to Tamils. When deaths, displacements and
destruction were common, his steadfast faith and commitment to
the community entrusted to him was remarkable. His continued
presence with the people during those disturbing periods bore
witness to hisdeep faith.

In writing his autobiography with the title 'A Journey of Faith
and Learning' Bishop Jebanesan brings out the life he had lived and
the experience he had gained by living it to the full. | am deeply
touched by the way he has written his autobiography in all humility
and gratefulness to God Almighty. Speaking of his experience as a
teacher at St.Antony's College, Kandy, he says that he gave his
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fullness of his youth to that school and thereby he won the hearts of
all, the Reverend Fathers, teachers and students. There beganin him
agreat affection for the Catholic Church.

The simple life style which Bishop Jebanesan followed was,
indeed, a challenge to other church leaders. There isa saying, "If you
live simply, others will simply live". With all his academic and
intellectual talents, he was very approachable to all. The
autobiography gives us ample incidents where the author went
through trials and tribulations yet did not give into easy life. There
had been, in his life, moments of sadness and a feeling of failure but
. his faith and perseverance carried him forward. This is a very
interesting account of a servant of God who carried out his pastoral
careinall humility.

Iam, indeed, honoured to be invited to write a foreword to the
autobiography of this genial yet humble bishop. | firmly believe that
this book will inspire many to lead their life in humility and in total
commitment to God.
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Foreword

Prof.S.Pathmanathan,
Professor Emeritus in History University of Peradeniya,
Consultant Faculty of Arts and Culture
Eastern University Vantharumoolai, Chenkaladi.
Editor in Chief,
Hindu Encyclopedia, Department of Hindu Religious
and Cultural Affairs..

Bishop Jebanesan did the honour of asking me to write a
foreword to his autobiography which is being published with the title
'AJourney of Faith and Learning'.

Although at the time of the request | did not know the
contents of the book | readily agreed to do so on account of my
association with him for more than fifty years.

| remember him asa well disciplined and hard working student
in the university entrance class of Jaffna College a favourite student
of the famous history master the late SV.Balasingham. Both of us
joined the University of Ceylon Peradeniya in June 1959. At the
University he chose a General Arts Degree Course whereas | pursued
a special Arts Degree course and joined the History Department of
the University. ButJebanesan's passion for learning continued with
the same vigour even when he was a teacher at St.Anthony's College,
Kandy and at Jaffna College. At Jaffna College his superiors
recognized his stamina and intellectual capacity. First he was made
Vice Principal, and then the Principal of the Institation. In 1993 he
became the Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India.



He served the Jaffna University council for more than
seventeen years. The Vice Chancellors felt happy when he was in the
interviewing panels because he was versatile and had all the
regulations regarding University appointments in his finger tips. His
honestyandintegrity are beyond doubt.

| have been watching his growth from his student days at
Jaffna college a shy withdrawn, unassuming boy who matured into a
courageous leader of our community identifying himself fully with
the suffering Tamil masses. Even in historical research nobody can
accuse him of bias or prejudice. The Government of Sri Lanka gave
him the award for the best research in Tamil for the year 2009.

Itis to be hoped that this book written by a man who lived and
worked in Jaffna during the most turbulent period of our history will
find a positive response beyond the confines of the Christian
Church.
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{L-R) : Mr.K.Venasithamby (My maternal grand father, Teacher, Chavakachcheri
AMTM School), Mrs. Maraya Venasithamby (Head Mistress, Chavakachcheri AMTM
School), Gnanammah (Standing) and Nesammah.

My Mother Kanagammah was not born at the time...
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"Tears, idletearsIknownot
What they mean
Tears from the depth of some
divine despair
Rise in the heart and gather to the eyes
In looking on the happy
autumn fields
And thinking of the days
that ar¢ no more."
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Mr.S.Balakrishnan, Mr.K.Kathirgamasegaram, Mr.S.K.Thiraviyanayagam,
Mr.P.M.Kumarasamy, Mr.S.Vignarajah, Mr.R.D.Sivaguru, Mr.V.Kanagasabhai.
Standing (L-R) :

Mr.N.Arunasatam, Mr.S.Kandasamy, Mr.S.P.Mylvaganam, Mr.P.Karthigesu, Mr.
K.Gnanachandran.



suemr. J.V.J. Spiereor
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Rev.J.V.J.Arnold.
Pastor, Chavakachcheri Church 1947 - 1950.
Who baptized me
at Manipay Church in 1940
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With those that knew not right or good, - men ignorant,-

I wandered too. The first, the primal lord himself three fold pollution
caus'd to cease; Even me he took as something worth, - like dog in
sumptuous litterr borne!” | was thus the MOTHER gave me grace: 0
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Standing (L-R) : Rev.8.N.Suganananthan, Mr.S.Sukumar, S.Jebanesan,
Rev.S.Manopavan and Dr.S.Jeyaseelan.
Seated (L-R) : Miss Shantha, N.Subramaniam and Mrs.Subramaniam.

“My fataher had no sons.
How happy he would have been to see you all.
But he has gone beyond the veil.
The pity of it. Oh the pity of it.”
- My Mother's Statement
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Rev. Fr.D.l.Robinson
Principal, St.Anthonys College, Kandy
“The very embodiment of civilization”
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Releasing Festshrift on 25.08.2005
At the lectern Justice Asoka - De -Silva
(The Present Chief Justice Sri Lanka)
My student at St Anthony's
On his left Mr.C.D.Chinnakane.
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She died in 1932 of cancer of the spine an agonizing
death and left me facing the theological problem that to this day
I have never solved. Why should my mother lovely in body and
in spirit good all through have to die like that ? She died justas
was being licensed as a preacher. "You will have a new note in
your preaching now" my father said to me through his own tears
and so I had not the note of one who knew the answers and had
solved the problems but the note of one who now knew what the
problems are Last thing she ever gave me was a soft leather
sermon case and from that day to this more than forty years later
I never went into a pulpit without it. I thank God on every
remembrance of my mother - William Barclay Testament of
Faith 1977 Page 6
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Dr.Mrs)  C.Ambalavanar,  Bishop Thomas Savundaranayagam At the lecter
Vice Chancellor, Prof. A.Thurairajah
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Prof.A.Thurairajah
Vice Chanceller, University of Jaffna 1988 - 1992

Beauty of locks, beauty of circling garments” folder,
beauty of saffron tint: these are not beauty true.
Integrity of soul that brings the conscience peace
in learning’s gift : that only is beauty true!

- Translation GU.Pope
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At Thanthai Chelva Memorial 10.10.2009
Visit of Indian Politicians
L-R: 8J, S.X.Kulanayagam, Prof.S.Sathiaseelan,
T.R.Balu M.P
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“Kamban Kazhagam Award”
11.04.20086
His excellency A Manickam
Deputy High Commissioner wearing the *Ponnadai’.



“Banmsssllor Aisoar asmishils S@olss Bager s Ksis
Gausfiul @ sflpreflsd wandndsnuw
WY, LsIBensusain Frevsl, Gass sen. Smemahsn aubnsaanstdmm.
18.11.2009

Launching of the book ’
“American Mission in the development of Tamilian thought in
Sri Lanka”
on 18.11.2009
Miss S.Arulananthan, Librarian University of Jaffna
receiving the first copy.
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"He is a fine man, able man, very hard- working man. The
students and professors like him very much. But | do not know

whether in financial matters he is as transperant as people
would like himto be. |am not clear about it”
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Syeormev, GILCLT(LpE) Hre s(had) Tuley o606, gatlaim(m
evGLaweflauin Hleormy Besr apeaall () &nCasrm) ed;
(UL LIS ETIT S 0SS QST (THLD (&L610 Fullev.

Tuile0 sewLalmaTgHler hHdlermg. eurer G
ETELENEVILITE, WIT(HGLD SevtleomiLGealr, @GEULGEIT (Ll WiITS
SUTMUES, 6T(WDES), SIENSERSa.LTs Ul g(h&larms).
Llepaer HsSH SensTULTMISDED D(HEBLD QIED]
HETTTL_6UTETSHSI6V 6plp SClETeroTCL LN (HSELD.
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Moderator |

The Most Rev. Dr, B.P. Sugandhar, 50.oMn,

(hueel of South Jndia  x sssm

Fax' | §1-44-20584163 / 28523525
THE SYNOD SECRETARIAT Grams - SOUTH SYNOD
G5 CENTRE, RO, BOX 888, NO.5, WHITES ROAD, ROYAPETTAH, CHENNAI-14 CHENNA| - 500 014
E-mall : csl@venkcom
csisnd, Ir@ satyam nel in

Ganeral Secretary
Dr. (Mrs.} Pauline Sathiamurthy, &:5c. x4, Mene pho

Hishop's Annexa, 5, Wriles Fioad, Aoyapatish,
145, Meintyra Road, Chennal - 500 014
Secunderzbad - 500 003, AR Tel. Res. ; (044) 28523763
Tel. No. ; 040 - 27721811 Cif. | 28521568
Fax : 040 - 27844215
& Han. Traasures ©
Daputy Moderator ; % ¥
. U o s MV, Kasturd; o, CALs, WA, 85), D0
The Rt. Rev. S, Vasantha Kumar, 85 .50 8, GFS&E, Amrutha Gresent Apariments,
20, 3d Cross, CSI Compound, 34, Vicleria Cresent Road,
Bangalore - 560 027, India. Egmiore, Channal - 500 106.
Ph. - (0B0) 22237681, 2224541 Ph: Of. ;D44 - 28524186
Fax : 080 - 2220201 Res. : 044-28255755
Fan © 044 - 28564163
Rel : To, DRIE | oo .
The Rt.Rev.Dr. 8. Jabanesan,
Bishop in Jaffna,
Bishop's House, Date: August 30, 2004.
Vaddukodda,
SRILANKA,
Dear Brother Bishop Jabanesan

Thank you for your ietter of 15.08.2004 informing me about the date of your
retirement i.e, 28" March, 2005, and to make the arangements for the election of new
Bishop to the Diocese of Jaffna.

Very soon, we will make appropriate arrangements for the election of the new
Bishop for the Diocese of Jaffna as per the constitutional procedures of the Church of
South India. )

With Prayer & Best Wishes,

Yours sincerely,
! J:B,gf"? 4 -
(7 SIS

— A = ety
The Most.Rev.Dr. B.P. Sugandhar, ¢

ce: Officers of the CSI Synod
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. THE AMBASSADOR
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Colambo, Sri Lanka

March 22, 2001

Hig Worship Bislup §. Jebanesan
Bishop of Jaffna Diocese

Church of South India

Bishop's House

Vaddukottai

Your Grace,

First, let me thank you again for your great assistance
in making my recent trip to Jaffna so memorable. I
particularly enjoyed the opportunity to participate in
Founder’s Day activities at the Udavil Girl’s College. And,
of course, your introduction to my speech was guite warm,
In that connection, *I understand you have been criticized
for having introduced me in Jaffna. It appears some
associate you with my message.

That is unfortunate, I suppose, if one believes that
association with a message that is critical of an
independent Eelam and the LTTE but pro-Tamil, pro-tolerance
and pro-peace is unfortunate. It also reveals how
politicized and polarized Jaffna has become.

Perhaps T should have begun my remarks with the
disclaimer: “Bishop Jebanesan is in no way associated with
the speech I shall make.” But that would have been unusual
form, wouldn’t it? When one introduces another, is one by
implication endorsing the speaker’s remarks?

In any case, if by introducing me, you have been
defamed, or inconvenienced, I regret thdt. The speech has
generated a lot of reaction, pre and con. I had hoped it
would generate more reflection, thought and less knee-jerk
reaction. But it has, I think, added to the discussion on
how to reselve this conflict, which was my intention.

Sl (hID 253108 HsATETT LILISHID




I may follow it up in the near futu.e with another
address here in the South. I don’t suppc e you would want
to introduce me then, would you?

When next you’re in Colombo, please give me a call.
I'd be delighted to see you. BAnd I'll be sure to look you

up when I visit Jaffna next (unless you’d rather I not do
50) .

Sipmerely,

E. Ashley Wills

|287

B1GIL(HID 2 5T16 8 HsoaTsmT ums.mfo|



288

HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA

lspnsne : 21604, 21605
= N SRI LANKA,

11788, 22789
Telex . 21132 “HICOMIN CE State Bank of Indiz Building.
Telegrams : HICOMIND sir Baron layatillake Mawaths,
P, C. Box 882,
COLOMBO - 1.
COL/DSA/ 106 18th August 1987

Shri S. Jebanesan, MA,BD, Dip Ed, PRD,
Co-Yice Principal,

Jaffna College

Vaddukkodai.

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your letter dated 13th August '87
in which you have expressed your condolence on the death of
two officers and a soldier of the Indian Army while they were
engaged in a mine clearing work.

incerely,

7
(B Gupta’}/
Captain,

Defence Services Adviser

&1L hh Y ST6E HSOTHFTT LIUSHTD



EVANGELISCHES MISSIONSWERK IN SUDWESTDEUTSCHLAND
ems

Vogelsangstr.62
D-70197 Stuttgart

15-8-1996

The Rt. Rev. Dr. 8. Jebanesan,
Bishop in Jaffna,

Bishop's Office,

39, Fussels Lane,
COLOMBO - 06, Sri Lanka

Dear Bishop,
Thank you for your letter dated 1-8-1996.

L am happy that the Church House in Colombo is now ready for occupation and that it
had been formally opened by His Excellency Peter Burleigh, Ambassador for United
States in Sri Lanka on 20-7-1996.

You have thanked me for my help in getting funds from EMW, Hamburg. It gives me
great satisfaction that I was able to do something for the Jaffna Diocese of the CSI during
my tenure as India Secretary of EMS, Stuttgart. [ also wish to say that it was because of
your constant reminders and sending the necessary documents whenever we asked, we
were able to get the clearance for financial support from EMS. :

I vividly remember your two visits to my office in Stuttgart in 1993 and 1994 to present
the construction plan and budget.

1am happy that your Diocese will now have a beautiful hostel in Colombo serving the
young people of your country,

All glory and praise to Him who has called and enabled us to serve Him.
With all good wishes,

Yours sincerel

NS i B il 0
C. L. Furtado e
India Secretary, EMS
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JAFFNA COLLEGE

L]
A. XARDIRGAMAR, B %, M. A ADDUKODDAY
PRIRCIPAL SRI LANKA
A, RAJASINGAWM, B, S, Din B 31 Juiy, 1984, Telephone: Ved 224

ViSE-PRINCIFAL

Dear MWr, Jebanesun,

fha Doard of “irectors at the Semi-#nnual Meoting
on the 1'wth July, 198% plzced on record its thanks to you
for zeatng 2ll the books for ~nblication through the Press
a5 efficliently znd promptly,

‘hnis is for your informstion,

Yours sincerely,

Hectsy ==
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"':'_dant sp;r[t an ammate power that givesto a
emgs t’ne secret of rad:ance It is said that the

épamtv to make authoritative presenta-

_ 15, Heis one of the few persons in our

could speak ﬂuentty in English and Tamil. | have, at

_ , wondered at his tremendous knowledge and the ease
wk he expiamed great. truths in snmple terms.

"-The srmple Iife styie whlch Bishop Jebanesan followed was, mdeed
R cha!ienge to other church leaders. There is a saying, "If you live
' _-f-j;_'-f'smply, others will simply live". With all his academic and intellec-
 tual talents; he was very approachable to all. The autobiography
gwes us amp‘}e mmdents where the author went through tnals and
--E_i:fe, moments of sadness and a feellng of faliure but his falth and

_ perseverance carried him forward. This is a very interesting account

of ;a'_;se rvant tjf"GOd\ﬁwho carri-ed out his pastoral care in all humility.

. As Bishop in Jaffna of the Diocese of the Church of South India,

~ Bishop Jebanesan had of guide his flock during the most turbulent
i imes in the h_:story to Tamils. When deaths, displacements and
 destruction were common, his steadfast faith and commitment to
the cammumty entrusted to him was remarkable. His continued
---presence with the peop!e during those disturbing periods bore

Df]itétin B. G.na:iépragasam,

Blshlp 5 Hause Jaffna

|
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