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LESSONS FROM PUSALAR’S STORY

Pusalar's story is inspiring. It highlights
some of the fundamental truths of Hinduism.
Children also find this story exciting and easy
to grasp. Once [ asked a five year old what she
learned from this story, she replied “God is in
my heart”.

This is one of the fundamental truths of
Hinduism that Pusalar's story conveys, that
God Almighty, our creator, is within us. That
the Kingdom of Heaven is within us, God and
Heaven are not in some distance out of reach place.

Children learn about God from their parents.
Parents are everything to a child, being totally
dependent on them physically, ~mentally and

economically especially before. puberty. When .
children see their parents praying to God at home or in -

atemple, it naturally teachers the child of the existence
of a grater yet invisible being whom everybody
depends on. Thus a child learns through observation.
However children must be taught about the existence
of God within them through stories like Pusalar's.

Knowing that God is within us is a core belief of
Hinduism. Every Hindu spiritual leader will
emphasize and affirm this to their disciples. “God is
Life of our life”, is the famous Hindu phrase by Saint
Thirumular. That God is close to us, very intimate with
us, is the first and most essential truth we must grasp in
learning or teaching Hinduism.

Inculcating the truth that God is within them
will keep children secure by knowing that they always
have a protector within them. It also reminds them that
God is witness to their most intimate thoughts and

‘actions, that there are no secrets between them and

God. This will help do their best in holding on to
morals and values of life.

Another obvious lesson from Pusalar's story is
that God can hear our prayers to Him when we pray
mentally with love or devotion. It also shows that God
values the true spirit of devotion more than an external
show of devotion. In this story God chose to entertain
Pusalar's “temple” first, though Pusalar was the only
devotee of his temple of the heart. God did not ignore
the King's temple, but it does show where God's
priorities are. A bigger, more elaborate or more
expensive ceremony is no guarantee of God's presence
nor of merit, unless of course if it 1s motivated by the
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sincere love of God. Even the simplest
prayer, the simplest ceremony done with
utmost devotion draws God's greatest
attention and blessings. This is the key to
effective prayer.

This story also shows that God places
more importance to devotion than status in
# society. The King obviously has grater
“wealth, learning and power than Pusalar.

However Pusalar commanded more of God's
attention because of the sincerity and purity of his
devotion. For the King's part, he was not necessarily a
lesser devotee: After all God did come in his dream.
However his motivation to build the temple was not
just out of devotion only, but also as a show of his
status and to gain popularity among his subjects.

So teach children sincere devotion. What is
sincere devotion? That is to love God for love's sake,
instead of loving God for material reasons only. Pure
devotion to God is real power and a protective force.
Teach children that God can hear their prayers if they
pray with their hearts filled with devotion and that they
can pray God anytime and anywhere. This will equip
children with the strength to go through the trails and
tribulations they may face in life in the presence or in
the future whence they are adults.

Finally another lesson that Pusalar's story brings
out, is that God can communicate with or reveal
Himself to his devotees directly. In this story the King
experienced God through his dream, while Pusalar
saw God's graceful face in meditation. Of these two
experiences of God, Pusalar's meditative experience is
considered greater and most sought after by spiritual
seekers.

To have the direct experience of God is the
ultimate goal of life of Hindus. Hindu scriptures and
spiritual gurus constantly urge devotees to seek for
God within themselves. That is to have that, one to one,
personal experience of God. It is considered the
greatest of desire to desire to see God or to realize God.
In Hinduism, the ultimate achievement of life is to
“know God from personal experience”. This makes
the devotee spiritually enlightened. A guru is a person
who has mastered the ability to realize or know God
and is able to guide his or.her disciples to that
experience.
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