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Message NAQDA Chairman

| Sri Lanka is a country with a great potential for aquaculture in vast
. scales though the capacity has hitherto been underutillized in a

similar scale of ignorance. There is little doubt that future of nour-
ishing the large underfed masses of rural poor with precious ani-
mal proteins depends on Harnessing this high resource potential
for aquaculture and inland fisheries. Among others, cage culture is
one of the least expored technologies that can be practiced
abundanly in numerous water bodies scattered throughout the coun-
try. One major feature of these reservoirs is non-private nature of
ownership and therefore promotion of participation and sustainable
co-management of aquatic resources of the country.

In this background, I receive a great pleasure in Issuing
this message for this valuable information booklet on cage culture
prepared by Mr. S.Suthaharan who is the Regional Aquaculture
Extension Officer appointed for Vavuniya District by the National
Aquaculture Development Authority (NAQAD). In my view, as a
source of information this book has a dual value. First it provides
essential information that are hitherto invaluable for fishing com-
munity in North and Eastern parts of the country due to civil dis-
turbances prevailed in that area for last two decades. Second, It
has been written in Tamil language, which is the mother tongue of
the inhabitants of these areas thus enabling them direct access to
the knowledge produced by scientific community. Therefore Mr.
Suthaharan’s effort is commendable and can be described as ex-
emplary for other extension workers of aquaculture also.

I Congratulate Mr. Suthaharan for his good-work and wish
him success in similar endeavors in future.

D.A Kannangara
Chairman, NAQDA
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