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‘Father

When here

The rain Slicks city cheeks,

Lit glass, spat- on asphalt,

Drumming on steel roofs

With mechanical noises,

We shut our eyes and sce

Him in his chosen loneliness,

Sitting my his door, between the hills,
Watch the same rain sparkle

On the avocados in his hands

Down the white flanks of saplings
Grown now in to lively giants who chatter
Away the gloom of overcast afternoons.

He is alone, to remember .

What we are without time to recall,
Having watched us grow.and grapple,
The world take us,

Leaving in its swirl no time for memories3,

Wisely he has planted other seedlings,

He can see them

Unfurl their branches to the wind at his door:
They will not leave him as we did.
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