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Towards a Sri Lankan Literature

I:un pleased 1o note that o series ol programmes are
heing implemented for the advancement of literature
to mark the State Literature Festival - 2015, Engaging in
arts and literary activities greatly helps blossoming of the
humankind. Therelore, it is the responsibility of the state
leaders to formulate stable policies for progress of arts and
literature and ensure that they would not be changed when

governments are changed.

An outstanding litterateur once stated that to have
greal writers in a country is like having another government.
It implies that the influence of a writer is similar to the
power of a government. Accordingly, great writers have the
abillty to make the people’s future successful in a country.
The state leaders should understand this reality and facilitate
the writers to engage in their activities freely.

By the time [ came to contest the Presidential
election, some writers” views on certain oppressions existed
and their aspiration for building a society where human
freedom is respected were quite visible in the country. More
than politicians, it was the artistes and litterateurs who led
the progressive civil organizations, thus proving the truth
of what the above quoted litterateur stated. 1 have a great
pleasure in building a discourse with such artistes and
writers regarding the country’ future.

Today. the wind of freedom is blowing. Traditional
standards and measures for literature and arts are changing
repidly, while new trends emerge. Itis my earnest belief that
the responsibility of the litterateurs today is to understand
and enrich by new trends and build a Sri Lankan literature
which addresses common humanity.

I extend my warmest congratulations to all those who

won awards for their books in Sinhala, Tamil and English.
Maithripala Sirisena
President of Sri lanka
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Message From The
Hon. Prime Minister

Lilcruturc renders a valuable service for the upliftment of thelife of
the people and the society. People engaged in literary acivities
play a significant role in contributing towards social development.
Therefore, their endeavors should be recognized at national level.
The State Literary Award Festival is a step taken in this direcion to
appreciate and recognize creative writing of high quality.

However, the state cannot be complacent by only holcing an
annual award ceremony. It is only one aspect of a compretensive
program aimed at building an enriched literature. In this context,
our government will take meaningful steps to develop all aspects
of our arts and culture. It would create an environment For all
citizens to appreciate and admire creative works with a high sense
of understanding. In this regard, we hope to embark on a planned
program of action without confining ourselves to the annual fiterary
festival or other activities carried out in September, the month which
is now identified for the promotion of literary activities.

We are aware that during the period of the regime prior
to 2015, artistes did not have the freedom to express their fzelings
through their creative works. Divisions had been created among
the artistes and writers on ethnic and religious lines which was an
impediment for the cultural development of the country. The Galle
Literary Festival which had been held annually with the participation
of reputed authors and other personalities of literary works throughout
the world had been considered as the best English literary festival in
Asia, However, it had not received the required slate patronage in the
past.

This festival will commence again in January 2016. We will
take action to organize award ceremonies in Jaffna to recognize the
works of Tamil and English Literature and a similar event in kandy
to recognize those who have excelled in Sinhala and English creative
writing, Local and foreign authors, composers and artistes will
participate at these literary festivals which would provide a valuable
opportunity to identify new trends in the literary world and share their
experiences.

The present government is very mindful of the service that
writers through their creative works can render to the development of
society and in building a civilized righteous nation. Whilst offering
my heartiest felicitations to the State Literary Award Festival in 2015,
I wish all writers, publishers and the reading public will join hands
with the government to implement its plans to develop all areas of
areas of arts and culture.

Ranil Wickremesinghe
Prime Minister



FEI®s Pei®n cHEmes
Oedadenem

OBOEE a8
HbEnemsi@md EaZDEBIE
g enBone eoig tm S0 B
N B0es o, owbs £ esjuee
R0 edus esdvies ooad
geann@m exdolvis edoms de
Bricomo odoe @ro8m Buwig@as
W ogcon  goBSBE acedowesd.
tend, o ssigs o, HGE o,
gdiBad . didn Drodned cuey eBose exf@n
Do0RBs £ O =UPedm Sty B 8
guenieda § creds edan ©EI0 w0 eCImG
w0 Be@ can gftimid godhaS.

eBos Hedped epe B mnudn Siod
@adcun ofdesmoy cd O cwpd uBBuds g
Hbgnen enid Sbereedls gu@e, Rtehre dmom
508, Bzt B88m mo8n) qopd mEmdEui0 goclnost
oo oSt ooflosen opdd culsemc B08 of
Ogod mbuar den o@kon Ste ks wBss
colwted ganboe 8 g@, moim eqq yood
Baear § 5 omed @ o gods wiBnsda
pdetEs Dty ecdbume 8000 wbns @
coesid ndop gn o & ot medde, FHd8s m
s@eEn Gom Bo0e® mecm g0l e wodn
B85 B@ coed gmen@d 0 8¢8680 @€ @vd g
eBondw Bui¢da mdBad.

Gty Bms @@ ygopemideda ooy dm
sEde € Ji ostiBx ostes S me Bag
el @ Bre@ wIcE.-n® mamEmud og oD end,
G edmn w@@nSn @Bosediss »E gos
Sb@rmwmimed Boecsind €8 8o @& oS
efae emn@cd cedin'd .88 und.

Yed 8. wDuiey.

apuEnd oG, 008 2.ibm w
tseedmadin ®UWn g@ims

Q@BAUTL DD LOGIEHFTT @6VbHILI [FFN6T

BT GHEHLOTEN DIGLIGUBIHEN T 24, S EBULLTEILDIT 6
pmpulsy  EmemssibGsTanbharen  @asdinb
Gurg  wEsE  ampalmer  (peputs,  @rsme
yreuorangns  Guradiiihsd AURULDTEN  LIBEBLIGLHN S

apRGHmDE. GEauLTs syFefuora Gremen o e f-
Swren  Gawpurhssnst  aufipLrhsflsnn  (paGammguire
usom@e. opuilsmd, Ba owdHuramsnEn, sefaure-
HTGD.  QuUTHEHmLWSTED. Gxfu Gupdmw  Gxmf
Amban  Susdlugms Oorall  Gurmsnisds  Glsmem(h
UL eumpL  BeoLOGumidlan o @adsdu  almal
GURIBEY  GIDTAUTENG GeUEenS  6(pHHES Hene)  DHDID
BB  EHHTN  GmmTausEng  ursdyonsdsim
Gasnyauligianoms BilGHT 0.

Bevdfu gHiEmmaTT HrEMeT GaTLiylulL e
ysHgieiest  @upGauranian  oyrdsing 2 CuBHs0ULH
9 _WITSTLOTEN H] H S (QiabiremiiL DY, HSHISEN
BaihesEssiu G LIEmLLILITETTIT &6maT LTI 60,
OLBERIBMST  FPSOLILEHHIHE, UTHNEN 2615 6GHS]
@b BMREHTHEHHEG LR  Gareians s
slgons  @aEdl  UbsUNGEMS aaTESH0  Bumeaim  Us
(pdHlu usmilssn Fupsowuiufhgaig orF Bevbdw aipr
alatt (pddiu CrToHsmIEMTEGD. Fpsut, BeamamGurt, 1pHEwmt
SIEID  pals FUPEHIRGMEIUD Fauddiu BaTiur(hssms
Guoaip  euenlUBSHL  Bedbdl  wWISHms  LLELEHIL
Gouemi(o. B@evar  GurElGAETHAW.  wralLoHmiD
o Beonmasfdula S wHNG alnpmF sraspsen
SULDMRIGHEUE| 610F) HeumsHe B BLISSINUBMG UL Beiren
shHTUD GuEHD Beesdw fHurar Brsmenenids Gsmemi
HHUSSHLTELD.

275 @asdw alms auprmissd eflor GuTs e
supaTwEmstw  wdibalss  BLISSAS  Gwmidl
SIDAAUGBGD TG WENOTIHRS BEMMmW supElHuGHTH
as @eddil almpan Gupih GeusflusiTasEnsg Goab
umLiunmnedsy FHUGBR SImETHH LD DB L
Bouswi(hGlwen Ly idlebsGmsi.

sial. preleien
2 _alens Siaueuaset, sulGuwsy 2iislimgd whmd
BEOMEFT  DIEHAIGVBET HITIDFFT

A blend of realistic experiences

The art of literature which is a blend of realistic
experiences in a creative manner provides a strong
impetus to nourish the lifestyle of ordinary mass. The
power of sensibility possesses by mankind maneuvers
his mindset. The State Literary Awards Ceremony
is an occasion where the Sri Lankan literati and their
works are admired and felicitated.

This festival is held with several objectives
in view. To accolade and acclaim the works of the
writers selected by a veteran Panel of Judges, from
among the number of works by them in the year, to
make known to the people their excellent works and to
nurture the field of literary art so as to encourage them
and amateur writers as well. The month of literature
should be used to develop literary attitudes among all
strata of the society. It is heartening to note that we are
capable of awarding merits, certificates and awards at
divisional and island wide basis to the winning places
of the literary festival.

[ offer my sincere thanks to all who have given
their utmost support for the success of this festival.
I wish the artistes who are receiving awards today
courage and strength to continue their noble mission
of producing literary works of high caliber.

S.B. Nawinna
Minister of Internal Affairs,
North-Western Development and Cultural Affairs.



essieho Odmed )Sosen
oedie

sebienen me Bewes!
@&L{)qmda oemn cobmea,
EBmtenile, Co Smcme Bd; g
Bom wéida taeas Dgod O vddd
@nos mERd, Ba gocdd cocm wood

GEamE DD, emlnot, moa

awd Boo Hees nistes soadaln

Brdema wow @ vBan ool ewug
&5 EBnal, 8dcd S8ek qicts ofdtud duls canem
e, dede yloe nw mmsiiecs gwb Bk @K som
wm @usEdn 890Eel ¢ ooy St hels) aBenm

Glowe ghomd .

mBmy ome edien =doHEs so e@monae
tatizmifin Dogy ecnine®mnd, § o 2ey @atice, Oids
oo qrEaitcs won S O wline mdm dids enBme
efEim yeeniduby eaBosedired Sov nueo goda
BOOUARU @ud) nadm B gBuoed. oloe demivibos
Sens! @.edf © gml D 300 Bhew gl sded § ceda
By geaiie ewp un Een edabpad @y @ Beitn
aficiBes.
desged ¢ff cberd wley wen®n Duly twd ddwny D

mitm@s ¢ sonsisies Bum g d¢Ba ool

@@ S oo 2568 Sgsm eb.

Oidn mBms edm goenidlebs 2015 8mis qilid
HBEe0 By gmodltced oooBid edsdd Soenbe
neden p0dda i ggp wlins gnedoced win
wogsl od Butdm, wmdmfn =0gn elvsenpBs sum
miteddtced nwlod BEach mimummd cg w08, dids
wiBmn wd@mens B3 can SiEhaedislo ed pa cum®
86 mim gmd eB@ coge mbivn Seby dhifim Ceews gu
ey Buicde mdBa ¢ed 980 coml Bnd wlem oD@
clidey =08,

2. dolemue
enssimo DogE, Yol B.a5Um B
seedmaBin ©Uyn eerBIRS,

pdws semevll Gumdde
@evsdlw pLoevTFES

wALD  S@SmDe  sTihgeen  Gsosdiu
élmrr@mmr’rm, Brsmauiene LposlILhHSIBEm Fips
FfAulley  (padwondam Gupies BEGHS 2m_Ha HmauLTEHLD.
S0  SIEHILGUGISHEN  DlQUUEDLIITSHS ST AIpHSTENT
mrsued, dpsms, saleng DiseE UTL HinoTaibsl uHaug
safllul L @yomante WA GUTE DHBEM sultPadhis,
supssAnG g8H@IGLNE uusmTa Galfmy oims pas
Guim  GerGsdamn  sryamnersGaurgd. @snTln wails
D_seMBIHmaT DYAIhHHHN EmES EHTSD D] DiDIPHHIL
Bundaim 2 m fAwrem GaawsGHoHm Heoddius SmouwTe
auemslUGD Ussued 10®0 Guflgem s,

Aeosd  wrEsms Gareil  Curmetnss  Gsran
S0 SIEMOGS  WDNID  SHEOTHT]  DIGUeIsISHET  Sleamihasenid,
BARMSE  Smeos  Spsld,  oF  @esdu  GHueLam
Bewsmiha) epunh GeOdan ogs Boosdll almS aILpES
alpr  Gesfuaraisala o Le  UpEss  Fpmwssmen
o wigy wiLsHpE Hred  eassOuBEEn  podwwers
ahSTULT@®HID. el Heflen ol unTEiGSmen WS o _aia|l
yieuomenr  apsmpuiel  GeOGLIDUT  WOTSSHDS  OIWLIDTSHS
Garam.  Gaommas Gaadll wardd, ydhssl usdimyss
aapsdanm  auphsranmh@y  BuraiBy o aundbdlsny
aurdlounsnjsendan Gume wdlpama sefddmng. sGsHu
BousHu smpuiean aersdbE Soorm sigsh Hemd Buoasin:
aBLSEDG amLoTs 2 mFAIUL s BSM  HNTENOTS 6T
ahifled sramiuGEnE.

g Bausdlu alms suprsed  ellpr - 2015 Apps
vwsmams Garanigrs gounl Gelmds Gesdu @pelm
aensuaur, #FCras Buprdfwr  Gadss Gorpdns seuisen
o Lue @nadu Gepalar o minlarisanmsd afdsiun Gesn
BLAIGSENSHEHE, SOTET]  ialssst  Uesliurant 2 LuL
Caenauweriianflan  simiusiiiysess  GETLIUTS  ela)
LI, TeULDman Beleni aupmis ailmbydaGua. oirs Gauss
alpE@enre) CsapalssiuGasny UmLOUTTSEDDE 6l
amphaibsmen CsrhHas GaTaabsn® S alpr Geaupluls
sigemons  Gxdlu  fHulst mmo  Cumdsmm  yefswmen
Bramen sFiiETa LWETHHNG CUHL LSHIMWDTES JHIDHAL
GousmiBlowsar Ny gl abls Geor.

B, GUGUTERTUTE)

GlggumenT

o gliend oipisueoss, sl Gost oiilalmss
DD SETFTT HEHAUSIBE DHMIDEFSH

Renaissance in Literature

Thc art of literature is a medium that provides us
entertainment through appreciation and a better
understanding of our life. The writer composes a novel,
short story, or a song with his life experiences not
merely for his satisfaction but to convey a message in a
meaningful way. The appreciation we gain through the
art of literature is capable of ushering in wisdom to the
human mind through delight.

The State Literary Festival which is held annually
is a combined effort of the Ministry, the Department of
Cultural Affairs, State Panel of Literature and the Sri
Lanka Arts Council and an occasion where the inborn
talents of men and woman of letters are escalated o
higher and nobler levels.

Both readers and authors are hailed in the month
of September, the "Month of Literature”. We wilness
year by year that a strong foundation 18 laid for the
advancement of literary art of our country.

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the
Chairman of the State Panel of Literature, Professor
Kulatilaka Kumarasinghe and its members [or their greal
support for the success of this endeavor and the Director
of the Department of Cultural Affairs including the staff
for their dedication towards its success.

I wish that the satisfaction we gain through the
success of this event would be a strong impetus for the
developmenti of our country.

D. Sawarnapala

Secretary

Ministry of Internal Affairs. North-Western
Development & Cultural Affairs
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Literature for the intellectual growth

carly six decades have elapsed since the first Literary
Festival was held under the state patronage. The State
Literary Festival which is an event jointly organized by the State
Ministry of Cultural Affairs, the Department of Cultural Affairs
and the Sn Lanka Arts Council under the prime guidance of the
State Panel of Literature confers state recognition on a number

of literary figures for their excellent works.

The direct and indirect impact of industrialization and
subsequent globalization on the societies of the entire world
was immense.  Similarly, the role of literati as trail blazers in
balancing the human mind with the ever changing world has

become imperative.

The responsibility of promoting the art of literature is
one of the main tasks lies upon with the Department of Cultural
Affairs. Ttis a certain fact that continuous and profuse attention
should be drawn in this regard, Giving due accolade and acclaim
to literary figures would have an impact on the advancement of
literature. The award winning literary works of high caliber
are mostly admired by the ordinary mass. The State Panel of
Literature plays a pivotal role in executing this noble mission

and the Department will act as the facilitator.

The ever degenerating values of our society could be
The
ability it possesses to [oster the values such as co-existence,

regenerated by making literary works of high caliber.

beneficence and empathy is innumerable. I wish that a nation
replete with subdued, disciplined and cultured people would be
built through the art of literature and T extend my deep gratitude
to the literary figures who are awarded for their excellent
achievement today and to all who extended their unstinted

support in this endeavor.

Let's unite to build a nation full of subdued. disciplined

and cultured men and women.

Anusha Gokula Fernando
Director of cultural Affairs.
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Books, Authors and Readers hailed

Thc State Literary Festival claims a long and profound
history. Since the books published in the year, in lhree
languages, are evaluated, this is an important occasion for
both authors and readers. The festival aims at not only
conferring state honors on the authors but hailing the

authors, readers and all book lovers.

The festival which is held under state patronage [rom
its beginning provides a strong impetus for the advancement
of literature on account of its transparency and impartiality.

This ceremonial event is admired by the schelarly
writers as the books published in the year are evaluated by a
proficient panel of judges consisting of erudite scholars.

It is a great pleasure (o give my assistance (o the
Sri Lanka Arts Council in formulating policies. We note
with gratitude the encouragement given by the Hon. Prime
Minister, the Minister in charge of the subject and the State
Minister of Internal Affairs, North Western Devolopment
and Cultural Affairs towards the success of this national
mission. Had it not been the courageous support given
by the staff including Mr. D. Swarnapala. Secretary of
Ministry and Mrs. Anusha Gokula Fernando, Director of
Cultural Affairs, we would not be able to conduct this event

successfully.

1 offer my deep gratitude to the members of the State
Panel of Literature led by its Chairman, Senior Professor
Kulatilaka Kumarasinghe who guided this event to a
resounding succeess.

Jayasumana Dissanayaka
Chairman
Sri Lanka Arts Council
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To give due accolade to literati

he State Literary Festival is held to reveal the excellence of the writers

to the world by conferring state honors on them for their literary
works published every year. This festival is a joint effort organized by
the Department of Cultural Affairs, Sri Lanka Arts Council and the State
Panel of Literature. It is the foremost and the most important event among
many other activities implemented by the State Panel of Literature.

Writer is an unauthorized rulers of the world who could turn
this world upside down using his creativity or else he could make a new
world enriched with new thoughts. He could make this world a wonderful
place by using his faculties of thoughts and imagination. The strength he
possesses is immense; transparent. [ as the chairman of the State Panel of
Literature together with the other members of the panel realize the fact that
the responsibility of imparting justice to them lies upon us.

Martha C. Nussbaum, Professor of Philosophy in the University
of Chicago in her recent work on "Not for profit: Why Democracy Needs
the Humanities" argues that the arts and humanities in the whole world at
present is in danger of getting lost. Not only the Sinhala language but also
the entire humanities are endangered facing challenges. The life blood of
humanities is the power of critical thinking which possesses by the men and

women of letters.

Realizing the value of the literati, it has been proposed by the Sri
Lanka Arts Council to increase the value of the cash prizes of which are
to be presented for each and every winning category in the Festival and
it is heartening to note that the necessary approval has been granted by

the Department of Cultural Affairs and the Sri Lanka Arts Council to that
effect. It is a great pleasure for us to hear the statement made by Mrs.
Anusha Gokula Fernando, the newly appointed Director of Cultural Affairs
that "Giving due accolade to the literati under the administrative barriers is
the accomplishment of my duty".

We heve been able to hold "Discourse on State Literary Festival”
successfully in the recent past. Similarly plans are underway to commence
publishing of the quarterly magazine on literature. Plans are also afoot to
commence the programme "knowledge on literature and its appreciation”
with the participation of students, focusing on a leading school in each
district aiming at fostering literary appreciation skills and imparting the
knowledge on literary art among school children.

Senior Professor Kulatilaka Kumarasinghe
Chairman
State Panel of Literature
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State Literary Panel
Senior Professor Kulatilaka Kumarasinghe

Professor Anura Wickramasinghe
Professor S.J. Yogaraja
Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rabukwella
Dr. Upul Lekamge
Dr. Bihesh Indika Sampath
Senior Lecturer Krishantha Fedricks
Senior Lecturer K. Ragubaran
Lecturer Buddhika Jayasundara
Percy Jayamanna
Thibhiriyagama Bandara
Mahinda Gammanpila
Gamini Nishantha Karunarathna
S. Muralidharan
Staff Members of the
Department of Cultural Affairs

Secretary - A M.A. Bandara
Asst. Secratary - Manel Disanayake
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Executive Committee of the
Arts Council of Sri Lanka

Jayasumana Dissanayake - Chairman
Prof . Saba Jeyaraza
Nissanka Diddeniya

Jerom D. Silva
Hemasiri Liyanage
Secretary - P.M.S. Bandara
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The scheme of evaluation

1. Collection of Books

Books published for the first time within the
period of 01 January 2014 to 31 December of the same
year were considered for evaluation. The collection of
books registered as first publications within the year at
the Department of National Archives was taken as the
main source of collecting books for evaluation.

The list of books thus gained for evaluation
through the Department of National Archives and
through writers and publishers was released on 15
May 2015.

Copies of this list of books were displayed at
all District Secretariats of the island, Department of
Cultural Affairs and the Sri Lanka Arts Council Office.
The list could also be accessed through the website of
the Department of Cultural Affairs.

If there were any books the names of which
had not been included in the list, a grace period was
given until 20 June 2015, to submit such books for
evaluation, under certification that they have been first
published within the year 2014.

2. Subjects

Books are evaluated within 15 subject categories,
and considered for awards within those categories.

Novels
Collections of Short Stories
Collections of Poetry

Collections of Lyrics

Drama

Youth Literature

Children's Literature

Academic and Research Texts

Discription and Innovative texts

Novels in Translation

Collections of Short Stories in Translation
Collections of Poetry in Translation

Drama in Translation

Academic and Research Texts in Translation

Books on Miscellaneous Subjects

3. Criteria for Evaluation

A specific set of evaluation criteria has been
prepared for each of the above fifteen subject
categories. These evaluation criteria which takes into
consideration the subject-specific elements and styles
of writing specific for each category, is adopted for all
three media of writing, Sinhala, Tamil and English.
The books were handed over to the relevant evaluators
responsible for each round of each category.

4. Panels of Evaluators

With the exception of the first round, external
evaluators were appointed for each round of each
category. These panels of evaluators consist of
those who possess expert knowledge in the relevant
category. The task of evaluating books in the second

round and the final round is fulfilled completely by the
panels of evaluators thus appointed.

5. Process of Evaluation

The evaluation of books takes place in four
rounds. The primary evaluation is done in this first
round. Whether a book was a first publication of the
year 2014 was particularly conidered in this round.
Literature for children should have had a minimum
of 16 pages and all other books a minimum of 49
pages. The evaluation of the first round is one by the
members of the State Literary Panel.

The books thus selected' by them are then handed
over to the evaluators appointed for the second round
for each subject category.

The evaluation reports of the second round are
taken in for discussion in the third round. The reports
of external evaluators appointed for this round are
also taken into consideration at this instance.

The final decision is taken by the external experts
appointed for the task. The books recommended, as
well as those selected for the awards, are decided in
this final round. The marks and places awarded for
the books by each evaluator, and their detailed reports
prepared according to the set criteria for evaluation are
taken into consideration here. The evaluators for each
category of this final round are called for an official
discussion at which decisions of the final round are
taken.
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Panel of Judges - English

Novels

First Round

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella
Dr. Upul Lekamge

Second Round

Prof. Kamani Jayasekara
Mr. Sajith Peiris

Mrs. Indira Mawella

Final Round
Dr. Liyanage Amarakeerthi
Mrs. Dinali Fernando

Short Stories
First Round

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella

Second Round
Prof. Dilkushi Senaratna Wettewa

Not selected for the final

Poetry (Translation)

First Round
Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella

Final Round
Lecturer Thilina Wickramarachchi

Youth Literature

First Round
Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella

Second Round
Senior Lecturer Mrs. Kumudu Gamage

Not selected for che final

Mescellaneous Subjects

First Round
Dr. Chandra Amarasckara
Dr. Upul Lekamge

Final Round

Prof. K.N.O. Dharmadasa
Prof. Jayadewa Uyangoda
Mr. Tissa Jayathilake



Poetry

First Round

Dr. Harshana Rambukwella
Dr. Upul Lekamge

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara

Second Round
Mrs. Lynn Ockerz

Final Round
Prof. Dilkushi Senaratna Wettewa

Mrs. Kamala Wijerathna

Children's Literature

First Round

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella
Dr. Upul Lekamge

Final Round
Mrs. Nirupama Mahagamasekara
Mrs. Somalatha Rathnayake

Novel (Translation)

First Round

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella
Dr. Upul Lekamge

Second Round
Mrs. Kaushalya Fernando
Re. Prof. Sumangalika Dharmadasa

Final Round

Prof. Walter Marasinghe

Dr. Sunil Wijesiriwardhana
Prof. Carmen Wickramagamage

English Drama

Prof. Mangalika Jayathunge
Lecturer Thilina Wickramarachchi

Academic and Research

First Round
Dr. Chandra Amarasekara
Dr. Harshana Rambukwella

Second Round
Prof. Tissa Jayawardhana
Prof. Rathna Wijethunga

Final Round

Dr. Harini Amarasooriya
Dr. Fersana Hannifa
Camalika Peiris

Mesellaneous (Translation)

Prof. W.A. Weerasooriya
Prof. R.W.M. Rajapaksha
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mo Jayawardena

aptain Elmo Jayawardena is a man who defies definition.

He is many things to many people, doing more things
than is possible for a single human being, and often accomplishing
all this simultancously. An aviator by profession, Elmo is also
an award-winning writer, philanthropist, flight instructor and
basketball coach. Most recently, Elmo was the organizer of the
uniquely themed "Annasi and Kadalagotu” Literary Festival - an
achievement that he is immensely, and quite rightly, proud of. A
& K, as the festival was known in abbreviated form, pushed the
boundaries of literary discourse. It mixed the high with the low,
the classical with the avantgarde and the electronic with the print in

a democratic literary space that accommodated people who ranged
from a poet who is a day labourer by profession and an autistic boy
writer who refuses to be defined by society's (lack of) expectations
of him, among internationally recognized award winning authors.
The festival was a lively celebration of literary diversity nippling
with the maverick quality that Elmo brings to everything he does.

Elmo Jayawardena first gained recognition as a writer when
he won the Gratiaen Prize for Sam's Story in 2001, Elmo's writing
shows a keen sensitivity to the tragedy and pathos of existence
but also to the innate comedy of life - the belief that everything
will turn out well in the end.
an intellectually challenged and illiterate Siriratne who becomes
rechristened as Sam, the story critiques the absurdity of the Sri
Lankan ethno-nationalist conflict. Sam feels compelled to hate
Tamils when he loses a brother in the war - especially the Tamil
cook, Leandro, in his master's household. However, Sam's hatred
is that of a simple. na..ve man unencumbeered by nationalist
ideologies. Later in the story Sam realizes that he, his brother,
Leandro and even his master are all victims of the war and begins
to question as to why he hated Leandro, and Tamils in general, in
the first place. Narrated in a simple, quirky and comic style, Sam's
Story brought a refreshingly new style of writing to Sri Lankan
English language writing. The story also very effectively used a Sri
Lankanised version of English to capture the thythms of colloquial
speech. And yet, it's themes of racism and reconciliation resonated
with an international readership. The book was later published by
Marshall and Cavendish in Singapore.

Sam's Story was closely followed by the last Kingdom
of Sinhalay- a fictionalized historical saga of the last days of the
kandyan kingdom, which won the State Literary Award in 2003.
This novel demonstrated Elmo's range as a writer. Backed by careful
historical research, the story imaginatively recuperates this period
of political intrigue and gives life and depth to a cast of historical
characters, In addition to the two novels Elmo has authored a
collection of short stories entitled Rainbows in Braille which sees
him returning to the quirky, comic style that characterized Sam'’s
Story, Rainbows in Braille was shortlisted for the Singapore
Book Prize in 2007. [n addition to these creative works Elmo has
published other non-ficiton such as a Centenary Sky. celebrating

Narrated from the perspective of

100 years of aviation in Sri Lanka and yana Maga a coffee table
book on Sri Lanka. He is also a regular contributor to newspapers
on a range of topics.

Bom in Moratuwa in 1947, Elmo continues to live in
Moratuwa and divides his time between Sri Lanka and Singapore.
He flew for Singapore Airlines for 20 years as an instructor on 747

jumbo jets from which he retired in 2007 and then started training

pilots for the Boeing Company in their Singapore campus which
is his current occupation. Elmo's childhood was one of economic
hardship. Educated at St Sebastion’s College, he had to leave school
at the age of 17 having failed GCE O/Ls twice - partly due (o the
poverty of his family and partly because he was more focused on
sports, excelling at basketball and athletics. [n 1965 Elmo began
working for a fan blade factory but later joined Air Lanka and rose
to become its Chief Pilot. While busy building a highly successful
career in aviation, Elmo has consistently sought to literally and
metaphorically give back to the society that nurtured him. Exploiting
his ability to move between and connect with different expatriate
Sri Lankan communities across the world, Elmo has also built a
unique Sri Lankan charity which was initially named AFLAC but
was later rebranded as CandleAid. CandleAid provides material
and other aid to a large number of deprived communities and
individuals across Sri Lanka. One specific focus of CandleAid has
been granting educational scholarships (currently almost a 1 000)
to talented students from deprived backgrounds assisting them to
complete their secondary and tertiary education. CandleAid also
reflects Elmo's love of literature and literacy and has built over 160
libraries across the country.

Whether in the aviation industry, the literary arena or the
local community, Elmo's sheer determination and charisma have
pulled together from different walks of life to accomplish the
seemingly impossible. Throughout his life, Elmo has forged an
individual path for himself. This individuality is reflected in his
chosen profession with many pilots both young and old hailing
him as a living hero, beloved teacher and friend; his writing, its
simplicity, humanism and wit; his philanthropy, its down-to-earth,
common sense approach; and his philosophy - the strangely naive
belief that one person can make a significant and meaningful
difference.
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Panel of Judges - English

Mr. T.A. Pusparaj

Mr. Pushparajah is a Lecturer at the English Teaching Unit
(ELTU) of the University of Kelaniya. After graduating from
the University of Jaffna in 2008 he joined the University of
Kelaniya as a permanent staff member. His research interests
are diverse and span such fields as mass media studies, the
postcolonial novel, drama, poetry and English Language
Teaching.

Professor Dilkushi Senaratna Wettewa

Professor Senaratne-Wettewe is a graduate of Kelaniya
University and Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands.
Her specialized area of research is code-switching and she has
published a number of books on language and discourse in
addition to many text-books on English Language Teaching,
Professor Senaratne-Wettewe is also a published poet and
her most recent anthology reflects on aspects of Buddhist
philosophy. She has presented her research widely in national
and international academic forums.

Mrs. Kumudu Gamage

A lecturer in Linguistics at the University of Kelaniya, Ms.
Gamage obtained both her first degree and MPhil from the
same university. She specializes in translation studies and
has researched various aspects of translation from English
to Sinhala and vice-versa. Ms. Gamage has also researched
Sinhala grammar, phonology and other language related
areas of study including the impact technology on language.

Prof. Mangolika Jayathunga

A professor in the Department of Fine Arts, Faculty of
Humanities, University of Kelaniya, Mangalika Jayathunga
serve as a coordinator for several masters degree programmes.
She is a writer, translator, art historian and a researcher. She
is a visiting professor and a consultant to a number of other
higher educational linstitutions in Sri Lanka.

Mr. Thilina Wickramaracchi

A Lecturer in the English Language Teaching Unit, University
of Kelaniya, Mr. Wickramaarachchi holds a BA (Hons)
in English from the University of Peradeniya and an MA
in Teaching of English as a Second Language from the
Postgraduate Institute of English, Open University of Sri
Lanka. Mr. Wickramaarachchi’s research has investigated the
dynamics of reading in second language acquisition and he has
also looked at how English language teaching can be enhanced
through the use of Buddhism and Buddhist literature in the
ELT classroom.

Carmen Wickramagamage

Professor of English at the University of Peradeniya, Carmen
Wickremagagamage is a graduate of the same university and
holds a PhD from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. She won
the Sate Literary Prize in 2012 for her English translation of
Sunethra Rajakarunanayake’s novel Podu Purushaya. From
2002-2006 she was joint coordinator of the Programme in
Translation Studies at the University of Peradeniya. She has
also served on the judging panel of the H. A. I. Goonetileke
Prize for Translation awarded by the Gratiaen Trust and has
taught at many universities in Sri Lanka and the USA.



Professor K N O Dharmadasa

A pioneer in the introduction of sociolinguistics as a
disciplinary field to Sinhala studies in Sri Lanka, Prof
Dharmadasa is an eminent scholar of Sinhala language and
literature. He is a former Dean of the Faculty of Arts, University
of Peradeniya and currently serves as the Chief Editor of the
Sinhala Encyclopaedia. Professor Dharmadasa has published
numerous research works in Sinhala and English and is a
regular commentator on arts and culture in Sti Lankan media.

Professor Jayadeva Uyangoda

Professor Uyangoda has published extensively in both Sinhala
and English on a range of topics including political philosophy,
human rights, ethnic issues and state reform. He is a considered
an expert in constitutional reform and worked with Neelan
Thiruchelvam on the model constitution in 1999. He was
also one of the founders of the Social Scientists Association,
a prominent non-state think-tank and research centre for the
social sciences in Sti Lanka.

Kamala Wijeratne

Kamala Wijeratne is a senior educationist and creative
writer whose work has received recognition locally and
internationally. She won the State Literary Prize for poetry in
2004 and for the short story in 2012. She holds an MA from
the University of Edinburgh and is a retired Project Officer
of the National Institute of Education. She is also a visiting
lecturer at the Faculty of Education, University of Colombo
and the Postgraduate Institute of English, Open University
of Sri Lanka.

Lynn Ockersz

Lynn Ockersz has over three decades of experience as an
English language journalist and has held senior editorial
positions in the Daily News and the Island. Currently he is
the Associate Editor of the Island newspaper. Mr. Ockersz
is a regular columnist on geo-political issues and is also a
published poet. He has also served on the judging panel of the
Gratiaen Prize for English writing.

Sumangalika Dharmadasa

Ms. Dharmadasa holds a BA (Hons) in English from the
University of Peradeniya where she was Head of the English
Language Teaching Unit for many years. She is presently
the Coordinator of the Extension Courses conducted by the
University of Peradeniya. She has translated short stories by
Piyaseeli Wijemanne into English and has also co-translated
Tataka stories with Professor Ranjini Obeysekere.

Sajith Peiris

A Lecturer attached to the English Language Teaching
Unit, University of Colombo, Mr. Peiris obtained his BA in
English from the University of Sri Jayawardenapura. He is
currently reading for his master’s degree in Linguistics at the
University of Kelaniya. His research interests include critical
discourse analysis, semantics, pragmatics, critical pedagogy
and literary theory.



Kaushalya Fernando

Kaushalya Fernando is a veteran actress who has worked
on stage, teledrama and cinema in both Sinhala and English
productions. She is also an award-winning theatre director and
her maiden directorial effort won the award for Best Play at
the 2005 National Drama Festival. She is also the recipient of
the Bunka award for contribution to theatre. She holds a BA
and a Postgraduate Diploma from the University of Colombo
and an MA in Drama and Theatre from the University of Sri
Jayawardenapura.

Nirupama Mahagama Sekera

Ms. Mahagama Sekera is a Lecturer at the English Language
Teaching Unit, University of Colombo. She has a BA in
English, French and Sinhala [rom the University of Kelaniya
and a Masters from the same university. She is currently
reading for her MPhil degree.

Dilshan Boange

Dilshan Boange is a past student of Wesley College Colombo
and has obtained a BA (Hons) in English from the University
of Colombo. He has worked as a TV presenter and has
hosted the popular French cultural programme ‘Bonsoir’ on
the Independent Television Network. He also writes regular
literary criticism and commentary to the Daily News and
other national newspapers.

Dinali Fernando

Dinali Fernando is attached to the Department of English,
University of Kelaniya. She holds a masters degree from the
University of Reading, UK. Her publications include books,
research articles and several edited volumes on different
aspects of English literature and language. She was a past-
president of the Sri Lanka Federation of University Women.

Somalatha Ratnayake

Somalatha Ratnayake is presently attached to the University
of Colombo as an Instructor in English. She holds a BA rom
the University of Peradeniya and an MA from the University
of Kelaniya. She also holds a Postgraduate Diploma in
Teaching English from the University of Colombo.

Prof. R.M.W. Rajapaksha

Professor Rajapaksha is the Senior and Chair Professor of
Languages at the University of Kelaniya. He has a PhD from
the University of York and is the author of many books and
articles on language. His work has focused on many aspects
of language such as phonology, semantics, second language
acquisition and the history of language. He has presented
widely, both locally and internationally.



Prof W.A. Weerasooriya

A professor of Library and Information Sciences, Professor
Weerasooriya's research has focused on bibliographic control,
user education and library management. He has published
on numerous library sciences related areas and has also been
the Senior Treasurer of the Library and Information Science
alumni and student associations.

Prof. Ratna Wijetunge

Professor Wijetunge holds a PhD from the University of
Texas. USA and was a Professor in Sinhala at the University
of Sri Javawardenapura. He was a past Director of the Non-
Academic Education Institute of the University of Colombo
and has also worked on the Sinhala-Sinhala Dictionary project
of the Government of Sri Lanka.

Prof. Kamani Jayasekera

Kamani Jayasekara is a Professor in the Department of
Western Classical and Christian Culture at the University
of Kelaniya. She has written numerous articles and books
on Greek culture and is also a prolific creative writer who
has five short story anthologies to her name. She also writes
poetry, some of which was shortlisted for the State Literary
Prize.

Dr. Sunil wijesiriwardhana

Sunil Wijesiriwardhane is a longstanding cultural critic and
peace and social activist in Sri Lanka. He obtained a Ph.D in
biology from the State University, Moscow, in 1981 but later
shifted from the natural sciences to the social sciences. He was
a pioneer in bringing culture into human rights discourse and
looking at Sri Lanka's ethnic problem through a cultural lens.

He was the Founder-Director of the Vibhavi Centre for
Alternative Culture — devoted to cultural rights and cultural
transformation in Sri Lanka ( 1991- 2001). He is also a
playwright, a literary translator, and a literary editor. Currently
he lectures at the Sri Palee campus affiliated to Colombo
University.

Professor Tissa Jayawardhana

Professor Jayawardhama obtained his BA degree from the
University of Peradeniya and joined the University of Colombo
as a Lecturer in Sinhala. He read for this PhD at the University
of London. He has published extensively on language and
linguistics and also teaches translation studies.

Dr. Fersana Hanifte

Farzana Haniffa is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of
Sociology, University of Colombo. One of her main areas
of research is gender and she has published a number of
research articles looking at the intersections between gender,
religious and ethnic identities. She holds BA, MA and PhD
degrees from the University Columbia, USA.



Professor Walter Marasinghe

Walter Marasinghe was Professor of Sanskrit in the
Department of Language and Cultural Studies, University
of Sri Jayawardenapura. He holds a PhD from Calcutta
University, India and has published work on Sanskrit and
Sinhala language related studies. He has also served on the
Council of the Royal Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka.

Dr. Harini Amarasuriya

Dr. Amarasuriya is a social anthropologist by training and
holds a PhD from the University of Edinburgh. She has
published extensively ondevelopment discourse. youth policy,
urbanization and ethno-religious conflict. Dr. Amarasuriya
is a past-Secretary of the Federation of Universily Teachers
Associations and is a regular commentator on many national
issues at various public forums.

Dr. Liyanage Amarakeerthi

Liyanage Amrakeerthi is a well known novelist and short
story writer who has won many awards including the State
Literary Award and the Swarnapushtaka Award for the
Sinhala novel. He holds a PhD in comparative literature from
the University Wisconsin Madison, USA and is currently
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Sinhala, University of
Peradeniya. In addition to Sinhala language and literature
he teaches translations studies and is a regular commentator
on literary and cultural issues in both Sinhala and English
newspapers.
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Nominated Books - English

WAITING FOR THE CALL

Plays

Best Novel in English
*  Waiting for the Call -

Jean Arasanayagam

COSMIC MIRRORS

*  Knights of Olympus - Mr.A R Jayathilaka
*  Asylum - Channa Wickremesekera

*  The Terrorist's Daughter -
Thisuri Wanniarachchi

Best Poetry in English

*  The Almsgiving -  Jean Arasanayagam
*  Cosmic Mirrors - Parvathi Solomons
e Arasanayagam
N *  Paper Planes - Jayashika Padmasiri /
i NS
Miscellaneous Subjects .
) Besf Academic and Research Books
*  Jaffna, Exorcising the Past and / J ] )
NS ‘.\{/ *  Fdcets of Social and Economic

Holding the Vision - Neville Jayaweera
Tourism and Monuments - Professor P. Pusharatnam
*  Forgotten History of Richmond College - Ananda Dias Jayasintta_,-’ "

&
W

lstory of Sri Lanka - W.LSiriweera
* /' Metallic Modern - Nira Wickramasinghe



: P
Best Children's Literature Book it Thianliiin

*  Happy Valley - Lalitha Somathilaka . )

* A Wonder Kevum -  Sybil Wettasinghe . Mansion - P: Walftegama

*  Welcome Home Little Fish - Sunisha Sashi Samaraweera . ;;0 th“’*' Sumnl":t - Vij {3‘ Fl;erna“d_o .
estiny - anga Wickramasinghe

Deenesha Wickramasinghe
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Organizing Committee

Guidance
Hon. S.B. Nawinna
Minister of Internal Affairs, North Western

Dovelopment & Cultural Affairs

Supervision
D. Swarnapala
Secretary of Internal Affairs, North Western

Dovelopment & Cultural Affairs

Direction
Anusha Gokula Fernando

Director, Department of Cultural Affairs

Accountant

K.D. Kariyakarawana

Coordination
Srimathi Seneviratne
Dudley Rajapaksa
A.M.A. Bandara
Manel Dissanayaka
S. Sivaneshan
Akalanka Sadeepani Peries
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