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PREFACE

—————

7

We have been able to publish this Collection of

Vasantan Folk ~ dance Songs of Batticaloa by the help and

indefatigable labour of our popular District Inspector of

Schools, Mr. J. T. Sadasiva Iycer. He has placed us, the

people of Batticaloa, under a deep debt of gratitude by his
disintcrested and enthusiastic services in this connection.

We fecl highly honoured and gratified by the privilege
of ipscribing this Book to IHis Excellency Sir Andrew
Caldecott, Governor of Ceylon. We beg to cxpress to His
Excellency our humble and sincere gratitude for the great
kindness and favour of granting us permission to inscribe
the book to him and to insert his photograph in it.

As a humble token of our loyalty to the King and in
response to the appeal made by His ZExcellency to the
public, we have decided to contribute the met proceeds of
the sale of this book to War Funds.

B. E. Kanpapathipillai,

Kalmunai, Batticaloa, ( President ) and the Members
October, 28th, 1040. of the Batticalou South Tamil
Teachers’ Association,
the: Publishers.



Introduction

HE essential features of a folk -song are that it

must originally have been sung by the peasantry
and that it must have been passed down the years orally.
It must have been sung while the singers are at work or
play. Incidentally one learns from it much about the tend-
ency of popular thought, customs, manners, and traditions
of the time. It is a well-known fact that in almosi all
countries and provinces, scholars have been actively and syste-
matically engaging themselves in the collection of such folk -
songs and folk -dance songs.

The springs of natural expression of the popular mind
in the form of country music, dance and songs, peculiar to
the people concerned, have neither failed to rise nor gone
completely dry among the people of Batticaloa, a District in
the Eastern Province of Ceylon. A large number of old songs
of a popular nature has been current among the Tamil people
of this District. These are dance-songs, rhythmic in struc-
ture and of different modes, sung on occasions of folk - dancing.
These dances are not of the social type danced for their own
pleasure by all who choose and at any time. They are of
the ceremonial and spectacular type danced in connection
with seasonal festivals by special performers.

Although these songs had generally existed by oral
tradition among the people, they were reduced to writing,
in the recent past by a few individuals here and there
each collecting the songs current in his own area. There
was no attempt made by any one to make a full and
complete collection of all the songs that are now available
in the whole District of Batticaloa. Even now these songs
are known mostly to the old and passing generation; and
the yopung folk neither know the songs nor care to indulge
in the old pastime of country-dancing. Even the country
drama and the village communal festivals and sports, once



xil

so very popular and occupying a high place in the village
life, are now fast going out of fashion and disappearing
With the sprecad of a kind of urban civilisation and the
advent of the modern professional dramatic companies from
outside and the cinema, the old.time folk-dancing of the
Batticaloa people is receding into the yast. It would be a
great pity if these old dances and songs are completely
lost to the future generations.

During my sojourn in Batticaloa as Inspector of schools
in charge of the District, I had occasion to see some of
these dance performances and became aware of the existence
of a large number of such songs in the country. 1 began
to make enquiries from various persons and obtained from
one of them an old and much damaged palmleaf manuscript.
On going through the few songs found in this small
collection I was so struck with their style, rthythmic structure
and underlying sentiments that I resolved to collect all the
songs available in the country and publish them so that
they may be preserved and restoréd, if possible, to their
original place in the life of the people. I started collecting
available manuscripts and with the help and co- operation
of friends I succeeded in securing eleven ola manuscripts and
two paper manuscripts. Some of them were very old and
some only recently written. Five of these ola manuscripts,
viz. those of Karative, Tetative, Kallar, Kaluthavalai and
Vantharumulai (villages) were the larger collections and
proved to be more reliable and helpful in preparing the text
of the songs for this edition. The writing in the manuscripts
was generally [oll of spelling errors, mutilations of words and
occasional additions made by the traditional singers who were
mostly unlettered peasauts. The work of restoring the songs
to their original pure form proved to be a real task; and
although I have tried to do it as best as I could by colla-
tion and comparison of the available manuscripts, vet I feel
that the text of some of the verses here and there cannot
be considered to have been satisfactorily settled. This should
be done in another edition ‘of the book when more reliable
manuscripts become available.



xiii
The Nature of the Songs

These songs are known locally as Vasanian songs and
Vasantan Pually songs. In Tamil Literature DPallu is the
generic name for a minor class of composition dealing with
peasant songs and peasant activities and life.  Vasantan
derives its origin from the name of the scason of Vasanta,
the early summer comprising the months of April, May and
June. It is the season of health, plenty and joy, coming
after the feverish months of the North-east monsoon and
after the harvesting of the wet season crops is over. They
are calléd Vasantan songs as they are sung and danced in
connection with the festivals of this season. The festivals are
held chiefly in honour of Battini-Devi, the tutelary goddess
of the people of Batticaloa, for the well - being and prosperity
of the country, although the other Hindu deities are also
invoked on those occasions. These festival days provide great
fun, sport and merriment, and the whole population of the
surrounding villages turn up in gala dress and enjoy the
festivities. Generally these festivals culminate on the full
moon day of the month of Vaikasi (May- June). Such
festive gatherings of villagers take place ecven now in various
village - temple festivals.

In this connection it would be of interest to note the
opening piece (No. 1) in this Collection, which serves to
introduce the dance songs proper. In this introductory piece,
the Season Vasanta is personified as King Vasanta Rajan who
holds his court in all splendour, and orders his court singers
and dancers to celebrate the Vasantan Dances in honour of
the tutclary gods of the country. The dress of the per-
formers, as described therein, consists of a turban, a jacket,
a string of tinkling small bells round the ankle, a tilaka
mark on the forehead and a pendent round the neck.

In addition to the set of performers, usually 6, 8, 12,
or 16 in number, there would be the Conductor (Annavi)
and choir singers who sing the gong while the performers
dance. The performers themselves may sing the song while
dancing ; but generally they do not. The stepping of the
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dances consists of rhythmic movements of the hands, legs.
and body; and the performers carry a pair of short ornamented
sticks, one in each hand, and strike them together or with
those of their respective partners at regular intervals of
rhythmic periods. In this respect, it resembles the Sinhalese
game of Leckeliya. Some of the dances are simple while
some are more intricate and complex in the movements
involved therein. The accompaniment is only that of the
country drum called Maithalam (and sometimes Thavil) of
which there is more than one variety according to their size
and shape. One variety known as Savanikkai drum is only
one -faced. It is played not by striking with the hand as
in the case of the others, but by vibrating a taut string
attached to the drum -face. One of the Dance-songs { No. 54),
Savanikkai Vasanian, derives its name from this drum which
is_usually played during that particular dance.

At the head of each song, the melodic mode of that
song (@) is given and it is to be sung to that mode;
and the dancing is to be done in accordance with the
particular rhythm of each song. The music employed in
the singing of these songs is of the old traditional un-
cultivated type; music of the cultured and more elegant
type is yet to develop in the land.

Authorship and Age

The authorship of the songs is not known to any one
living now and cannot by any means be traced now. There
is no record whatever kept of the person or persons who
composed these songs. In some of the manuscripts which
were consulted in preparing this edition, only the namec of
the person who wrote that manuscript is found recorded.
Again it is not possible to say definitely at what time these
songs were composed, all the songs are not of the same style,
while many of the songs bear evidence of much scholarship
and learning on the part of their authors, many are of
ordinary common -place diction. Perhaps this difference may
be due to the nature &f the subject-matter of the
songs.
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From the language of the songs it can safely be
inferred that their age could not go far back into the past.
They appear to be comparatively modern in composition.
However two of them at least {No. 23 and 24) cau be said
to be about two hundred years old. Song No. 23 is in
honour of the Kandyan King Narendra Sinha and Song
No. 24 in honour of his successor Vijaya Raja Sinha. The
former reigned from 1706 to 1739 A. D- and the latter
from 1739 to 1747. The two Songs must have been
composed during their respective reigns. There is a tradition
in the country respecting the origin of the ‘ Narendra
Sinhan Pallu” or Song No. 23. There is a very ancient
and famous shrine dedicated to God Subramanya at Tiru-
koil, a seaside village 46 miles to the south of Batticaloa
town. A brahman priest belonging to that temple visited
the Court of King Narendra Sinha with a view to obtain
some presents from the king. At the Court the Dissawas
who were with the king asked the brahman to compose
and sing a song in dance-metre in praise of the king. Not
being a composer of songs himself, the brahman was rather
nonplussed at first by this unexpected request; but through
fervent prayer to his tutelary deity at Tirukoil he got
sudden inspiration and produced this Vasantan Song then
and there. The name of the kings and the word Dissawa
occur in both the Songs.

What is important in a folksong is not the question
of age or authorship but that of spontaneity and beauty.
The Vasantan Songs satisfy these two requirements. It is
quite likely that the songs might have received additions
at the hands of the traditional singers.

Muslima Songs

The folksongs collected in this book are those current
among the Tamil population of this District. They were
composed by en, generally of scholarly attainments—to judge
from the style and diction of some of the Songs On the
other hand, the folk-songs current among the Muslim people
are still in the process of growth; and curiously enough
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it is the women that largely contribute to the fund of folk-
songs sung by the Muslims. They are mostly love songs;
and sometimes local cvents and incidents also form the
theme of these songs. This is a special and wonderful
feature of the Muslim women of Batticaloa South, especially
of Karavaku pattu and Akkarai- pattu villages. The Muslim
carters and the Muslim women while collecting firewood or
felching water or returning from work in the paddy field,
still sing these songs of spontaneous expression. [ The palia
caste women of Vadamaratchi in Jaffna have also been
noted to have this gift; but it is not definitely known
whether they themselves compose the songs they sing in the
evenings while returning from their firewood collecting trips. ]

Deities Worshipped and Sung

As already indicated, adoration to Pattini- Deviis made
in every song, while some songs are entirely devoted to her
praise. This would show the wide-spread popularity of |
Pattini worship and the strong hold it has had on the
mind of the people, from the time of its introduction into,
Ceylon by King Gajabahu I in the second century A. D.,
Pattini- Devi worship became very popular all over the
Island, both among the Sinhalese and the Tamils.
Sengkuttuvan the king of the Chera country
(Malayulam) in South India built the first temple to Pattini -
Devi and therein enshriféd a stone image of Pattini - Devi
for public worship. King Gajabahu of Ceylon who was an
invited guest of the Chera Xing was also present at the
Consecration ceremony. His fervent prayer to Pattini- Devi
that she should visit Ceylon and bless with her presence
the Festival to be celebrated in her honour, was granted
to him§ King Gajabahu on his return to Ceylon raised
temples and altars to make daily offerings to Pattini-~

evi and instituted the conducting of grand and gorgeous
processions along the streets of his capital city of Anuradha-
pura in the mw%kg;g’% The annual
Perahera now conducted at Kandy iS~obviously a continuance

§ Silappatikaram: ch. 30, lines 160 - 164.
+ Silappatikaran : Uraiperu katturai, 3.
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of the festival procession instituted by King Gajabahu in
honour of Pattini-Devi. It would be intercsting to note
that the present Kandy Perahera alway$ begins in the month
of Adi (July - Aug.) as stated in the Tamul classical poem
of Silappatikaram.

This common worship of Paltini-Devi by both the
Sinhalese and the Tamils appears to have engendered a certain
amount of rcligions and cultural fellow - feeling  between the
two communities. The classical name Pattini - Devi is largely
in use among the Sinhalese and the Tamil name Kannaki
Devi or Kannakai Amman among the Tamils. The term
paitini is the Tamilised form of the Sanscrit word puind
which means wife. In the Tamil land and in Tamil Literature,
the word pattani has a special signiticance and is applied to
the ideally chaste wife (pativrata). The ideal of chastity
{ Katpu) is held in such great esteem as to make it a
common belief among the Tamils that a chasfe wife can exercise
extraordinary powers; and that gods and Naturc even would
obey their commands. The *“Infallible Poet” Tiruvalluvar
4n his world - famous Tiru- Kural has said :(—

«No god adoring, low she bends before her lord;
Then rising, serves; the rain falls instant at her word.”
(chap. 4 St 5. Pope's Translation).
Kannaki was the wife of ovalan, the soln of a
merchant prince of Pukar in the Chola country. On her
husband being executed on a false charge by the order of
the Pandian King, she was cnraged and wrought the ruin
of the Pandian capital Madura and proceeded ‘thence to the
Chera Country. There, when she passed away and became
a Celestial, she was deified and worshipped by the Chera
King as Pattini-Devi.| The tradition among the Sinhalese
people about the origin of Pattini - Deviis somewhat different.
She is said to have appeared out of a mango fruit. Curiously
enough the Tamil people of Batticaloa share the same belief
with the Sinhalese in the mystic origin of ¥Kannaki from
a mango fruit. An account of this origin of Kannaki is
given in the Vasanta Song No. 32; and reference to it is
also made in many other songs in this collection.
1i1
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The fact of Pattini worship having been very common
all over the Island is proved by the mention made in these
songs, of places sacred to Kannakai-Devi in the Jaffna and
Trincomalie Districts. It may be noted that, in Jaffna since
the latter part of the last century, the identity of Pattini-
Devi (or Kannakai) as a separate deity began to be lost;
and the worship of Kannakai-amman has generally become
merged in that of Raja Rajeswari (Parvati), the Divine
Consort of Siva.

The God of Katirgama is another deity widely
worshipped by the Tamils of Batticaloa. The popular shrine
of Katirgama has received ample notice in these Songs.
Many a romance is woven round its presiding Deity under
the names of Kandan, Murugan, Velan, etc. The Tamils of
Batticaloa look upon the Lord of Katirgama as their special
guardian Deity. )

Another “favourite deity of the Batticaloa Tamils is Lord
Krishpa, one of the incarnations of Vishnu. The Batticaloa
people are greatly devoted to the worship of Vishnu or
Krishna and to the Puranic and popular literature relating
to His advent and exploits. Many of these stories ( especially
about Sri Krishna and Sri Rama) are found referred to in
some of these Vasantan Songs.

The famous Konesar Shrine in Trincomalie, known as
Dakshina Kajlasam, is the subject of one of the Songs.
Two other shrines in the Kottiyar Pattu of Trincomalie have
a Song in honour of each. Some famous Hindu shrines in
South India are also mentioned incidentally.

Classification and Description of the Songs

I have been able to collect 64 of these Vasantan Songs
and only 62 of them appear in this book, The other two,
viz., Sinki vasantan and a Kuil vasantan, are not included
being of doubtful textual purity. These Vasantan Songs
appear to have, except the few relating to agricultural
activities, no relation of sequence to each other. They are
independent pieces or poems, possibly composed at different
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periods and at different places. According to the nature of
the activity or sentiment underlying the subject of each of
these Songs, 1 have arranged them in this edition under
six headings, grouping Songs of a kindred nature under one

heading. They are as follows:—

1. lIatroductory No. of Songs I
or Prologue

2. Devotiotal . 2r
3. Historical " ) 1T
4. Qccupational " II
5. Fun and Humour » I
6. Amusements " 7

Total 62

A general idea of the nature and contents’ of these
folk - songs can be formed from the following descriptive
list of the 62 Songs included in this book:—

Part I Introductory page

Song No. 1. The Prologue : I

This consists of two scenes: the Court herald
{Xattiyakaran] announcing the appearance
on the stage of King Vasanta Rajan, and the
King appearing in Court and ordering the
performance of Vasantan dances.

Part II Devotional
No. 2. Pillgiyar Vasantan 1 : 7

Pilaiyar is the popular Tamil name for .
God Ganesa. He is elephant-faced and has
a protuberant belly. This deity is always
worshipped and invoked first for removing
all obstacles in the way of an undertaking.

No. 3. Pillaiyar Vasantan I 9
This is similar to No. 2.



. 4. Sevviy Pallu:

Pallu is another name for peasant- song.
Sevvay-pallu means Tuesday Dance-song,
and is accounted for by the fact that
it used to be performed on a Tuesday in
the course of the Seasonal Festival. It is
an invocation of all the deities.

. 5. Thanaana Pallu:

This song is so called as its musical mode
begins with Thanaena- 1t is in praise of
the goddess Kannakai Amman.

. 6. Kalart Vasanlan :

Kalari is the arena or stage. This song is
in appeasement of the wrath of Kannakai
and contains an account of her advent:
and the dance is performed on a stage in
front of the deity. )

. 7. Kalari Vasantan II:

This is a variant of No. 6. Itisin praise
of goddess Bhadra Kali of Sampur village
in Trincomalie District. The words of this
Song are highly Sanscritic.

. & Mui- Tamil Vasentan :

This means a dance-song embodying the
three kinds of Tamil, Iyal, Isai and Natakam
(i e. literature, music & dance). This is
mainly an invoeation to Lord Siva, His
Consort Parvati and to Kannakai A n.

. 9. Koovdy Kuil Vasantan.

This cuckoo dance song is calling upon
the cuckoo (cuil) to sing the praise of
Kannakai-Devi enshrined in the various
village temples. 14 such shrines in Batticaloa

page
10

II

12

14

16

Ig
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and one in Jaffna are mentioned, The
performers imitate the note of the Cwil at
the end of each round.

10 Aarukampu Vasanian :

The name signifies “ six sticks dance”. It
is so called as it is played by a set of
six players. The words are in praise of Rama
and Krishna who form the subject of a
dialogue between two damsels. They describe
and extol the personal appearance of the
two deities.

. 1r. Dewi Vasantan:

This is a fervent appeal to Kannakai - Devi
and to other deities.

. 12. Kirukuw Vasanian:

This means ‘about turn™ dance song, as
the performers frequently turn back and fere.
The word Kiruku is peculiar to Batticaloa
and means fo furn. The song is in praise
of Pillaiyar or Ganesha.

13- Kiruku Vasantan IT:

This is a variant of No. 12 but the words
are in praise of Chitra Velayuthasamy, the
presiding deity at the shrine at the village
of Verugal on the river Verugalganga form -
ing the boundary between the Batticaloa
and the Trincomalie Districts. There is some
romantic touch in the song,

14. Aalkandu meendaan Vasantan:

Or “The turning back on encounter’ dance.
This is so named as each player turns back
on meeting another plaYer in front. The
words are in praise of God Balasubramaniya

page
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at the famous shrine Tiruchentur in South
India. His exploits and victory over the
Asuras are described.

. 15. Palanquin Vasantan :

This Song is in honour of the God at
Katirgama shrine and is in the form of a
dialogue between two maids. The Katirgama
Deva is supposed to pass along the street
in procession, carried in a palanquin. The
first half of each verse is a description of
the deity and a query by one maid; and
the other half is a reference to mythological
or traditional incidents and a reply by her
Companion.

. 16. Vasantan Pallu:

This is another type of dance-song and is
in praise of the Kannakai shrine at Cheddi -
palayam village 1A Batticaloa.

7. Abhaya Vasanian :

Abhaya means absence or removal of fear.
This is an appeal to the various gods for
protection from fear or danger.

. I8. Paryi Vascantan:

Porri means praise and worship. This and
the previous song (No- 17) are Tamil con-
ventional type forms of praise and supplication
to the deities. This Song is mainly a prayer
to the Lord of Katirgama.

. 19. Amman Pallu Vasantan :

Amman is the popular Tamil word for the
Sanscrit name Amba or Devi and means
goddess. This song i4_ in honour of Kannakai
Devi at Cheddipalayam village.” It s a

page
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page
supplicatory appeal to the goddess to ward
off pestilential diseases.

No. 20. Maid - Companion Vasantan: 36
This dance is supposed to be perlormed by
young maids, They jointly sing and dance
in course of which one is overcome by [atigue
and feels faint and calls the others to help.

The words are in praise of all the deities
generally.

No. 21. Echcharikkai Vasantan: 37
Echcharikkai is ordinarily an exclamatoty
word enjoining care or attention, uttered
on the approach of a king er an exalted
personage. Here it means a hymn sung
before a deity, each of the verses ending
in the word echcharikkai. This is another
Tamil conventional type form of praise to
a deity. God Kandaswamy of Katirgama is
supplicated in this song.

No, 22. Gnana Vediyvar Pallu: 38

Gnana Vediyar means Spiritual Head or
Preceptor. This Song gives an account of
a procession with the Spiritual Preceptor at
its head. It refers fo either Siva or
Katirgama Deva in the guise of the Spiritual
Preceptor. The onlookers are lost in ad-
miration of the glory and grace of the
great Personality.

Part IIT Historical

No. 23. Narendra Sinhan Paliy: 4T

This Song is in praise of the glory and
exploits of the Kandyan King Narendrasinha
who reigned from 1706 fo 1739 A. D. He
is described as belonging to Surya Vamsa
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(Solar dynasity) and, as a descendant of
that line of kings, he is credited with the
exploits and achievements of the previous
great monarchs of that dynasity, The events
in the reigns of the several Chola Kings,
of EHala and Devanampiya Tissa of
Anuradhapura, and of Rajasinha who captured
the Kelaniya Fort, are all attributed to
him by what is a kind of poetic convention
known as Upachara ( Figurative application ).
The King goes out in a grand procession
and people thromg the streets to witness the
pageantry. The author gives 2 romantic
turn to the poem by depicting the love-
pangs of a handsome maiden lost in love
and admiration for the king.

24. Rajasinghan Pallw:

This Song is in honour of Rajasinha who
reigned at Kandy from 1739 to 1747. It
opens with a prayer to the gods for the
glory and success of the King’s reign and
proceeds to describe the grandeur of the
king going out in a palanquin at the head
of a procession. Even celestial beings are
mentioned as taking part in the procession.
The firing of guns and cannons is mentioned
in this Song.

. 25. Hanwman TVasantan :

Hanuman was a powerful monkey chief of
South India. He figures largely in the
Ramayana Story. He is a strong ally and
devotee of Sri Rama. When Seeta ( Rama's
wife) was carried off by Ravana, the King
of Lanka, Hanuman crossed the sea, met
Seeta in her captivity and brought news
about her to his master, This incident is
told in this Song.
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No. 26. Hanuman Vasantan I11I:

No.

This Song is a variant of No. 25.

. 27. Indrajit Vasanian:

Indrajit was the eldest son of Ravana, King
of Lanka, and was noted as a valiant
warrior. This Song describes the encounter
in fight between Hanuman and Indrajit
when Hanuman was destroying the city of
Lankapuri, " Ravana's  capital. Ultimately
Hanuman allows himself to be captured by
Indrajit and taken before Ravana.

. 28.  Indrajit Vasawtan II:

This is a variant of Song No. 27

. 29. Angatan Vasanian :

Angata was another ally of Sri Rama in- the
Ramayana story. He was the son of Vaali,
monkey -king of Kishkinda in South India.
Angata is noted for his eloquence. When
Rama went to Lanka with a large army to
fight Ravana and recover Seeta, Angata was
sent to Ravana as a messenger of peace, to
give him a chance to save himself in time.
But Ravana scornfully rejected Angata’s
advice and met his doom at the hands of
Rama. The story of Angata's interview with
Ravana is told in this Song.

30. Thambapiilai Vasanian:

Thambapillai appears to be the name of
some local chief. It is not known who this
personage was. Nobody now living in
Batticaloa has been able to give any inform -
ation about him. Thise+and the next Song
{No. 31) are in honour of this high person -
age, He is described as highly honoured by

iv
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the Kandyan Kings and as the eldest son of
one Muttucumara, He must have bheen a

‘superior person of power and pelf as he is

shown as attended on by Vanniahs and other
followers in a gorgeous procession carrying
emblems of royal honours. The Song is in
the form of a dialogue between two damsels.

.« 31, Thambapillai Vasantan II:

This is a variant of Song No. 30. The
scene of this procession appears to be the
outer court - yard of Xonesar Temple in
Trincomalie. It may be that this Thambapillai
Rajah was a chieftain of Trincomalie District
and not of Batticaloa.

. 32, Amwman Pally .

This is the longest of the Vasantan Songs
in this collection. 1t has 28 verses. It gives
an account of theadvent of Kaunaki {Pattini -
Devi). In the Court of the Pandian King,
a dance entertainment was in progress when
a mango fruit mysteriously appeared before
the king. This mango was pronounced to
be an evil porteat to the king who there-
upon caused it to be placed in a box and
thrown into the sea. The box "with the
mango in it drifted to the coast of the
Chola country. ¥annaki- Devi appeared as
a little baby girl in the box when it was
hauled vp and opened by two leading
merchants of Kaverippoompattinam at the
mouth of the River Cauvery. This and
other various incidents in the life of Pattini -
Devi are fully described in this Song.

. 33 Mathav:  Natanam

*
Mathavi is the name of the enchanting
Courtesan dancer and singer whose charms
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captivated Kovalan (Kannaki’'s husband).
He neglected his wife and lived with Mathavi
to whom he gave away all his wealth and
possessions. This Song describes the dancing
of Mathavi and Kovalan's life with her.
The noble behaviour of the neglected wife
( Kannaki) shines in contrast when she
parts with her last piece of jewelry to
redeem her husband from the clutches of
his mistress, Mathavi.

Part IV QOccupational

No.

34. Velanmai ( Cultivation ) Vasantan:

The cultivators consult the village astro-
loger for an auspicious day and hour to
begin sowing operations in the fields. Prepar-
ing the land, repairing the bunds and ridges,
selecting pure line seed paddy, leading out
excess water from the paddy fields, and
sowing the paddy are processes described
in the Song. Some 14 varieties of paddy
are mentioned. Fences and watch- huts are
erected. When the plants grow and the
crops mature, the cultivators go to the village
blacksmith and get reaping-hooks made.

. 35. (Harvest ) Reaping VPasantan:

The cultivators reaping the harvest, their
grousing about' the bluntness of the reaping-
hooks and the bad workmanship of the
blacksmith, and collecting the paddy stalks
into sheaves are mentioned in this Song.

. 36, Sheaf - bundling Vasantan:

The paddy stalks collected into sheaves are
tied together to be carried. Clouds gather
and the workers observe the rain clouds
coming from the East, West, North and South.
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They call upon the women folk to expedite

the work of bundling and carrying the
sheaves.

The second part of this song isin a lighter
vein and is very amusing. A cultivator’s wife
is grousing about her husband’s unloving
behaviour and complains to the landlord.

37. Sootiu Vasanian:

That is, stacking - the-sheaf vasantan. Al
the cultivators gather and pile up the
sheaves into a stack. The women are coaxed
into carrying the sheaves expeditiously on
account of the threatening weather. The
stack is secured with a sloping thatched top.

38. Same as No. 37 :

This ie a slight variant of No. 37 in a
lighter vein. A quarrel crops up between
the men and the women; and they are
again reconciled. When the work is over
they all pray to the gods and dance in joy.

39. Catile - securing Vasanian:

This Song describes the preliminary prepar -
ations for the treading out of grain. Oxen
and buffaloes are secured from the grazing
grounds and roped together. The ground on
which the stack is to be spread for treading
out the grain is levelled and prepared. With
wet clay taken from the paddy - field an
image of the God Pillaiyar is made; and
propitiatory worship of the God is performed.
The men object to the presence of the
women at the time of worship, lest they
kindle thoughts of love in the men’s mind.
The women protest against this unnecessary
slur upon them; add all join happily in the
worship.
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No. g40. Soodu Podal Vasanian

No-

No.

That is, treading out the grain vasantan.
This song is about the process of separating
the grain from the stalk. The roped oxen
are led on to the spread-out stack and
they go round and round, treading out the
grain. The straw is removed. The grain is
separated from the chaff and bits of straw
by winnowing. measured and transported on
pack - oxen.

4r. Poli Kavukira Vasanian :

That is, first-fruit carrying vasantan. This
Song relates to the offering of the newly
harvested paddy to the landlord by the
cultivators. In addition to a quantity of
paddy, a bundle of straw, and other presents
like bunches of plantain and pots of curds
are taken to be presented to the landlord
locally known as Po&diar. These presents
are carried pimgo fashion; and all go in a
minor procession headed by the chief culti-
vator. Seven loads of presents are taken.
The Ilandlord receives them and entertains
them to a repast. The English word ‘present’
is found used in one of the verses — a sure
sign of the later origin of this Song.

42. Kalliyankuttu Tasantan I:

This is a hunters’ song. Some hunters
collect in their Chena land and see a strange
new tree there. First they decide to cut it
down; but on second thoughts they leave it
alone as affording splendid shade. This is a
reference to an incident in the romantic
story of God Kandaswamy courting Valli-
ammal, a Vedah maid.
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43. Kaltianhuity Vasanton 11:

This is a hunting Song. The Vedahs collect
together at a place called Eyppadi and start
hunting the animals in the jungle. Different
kinds of nets, the bow and arrow, the
spear & the pike are mentioned as used in
the hunting. The lion & the mythical
yaali are  also mentioned incongruously
among the animals hunted.

. 44. Kalliankulin Vasantan III:

This is also a hunter's song. The way of
tracking animals & the difference in their
foot - marks are described. Why these Songs

{No. 42-44) are called Kalliankutto is
not clear.

Fun and Humour

. 45. Kuravancht Vasantan :

This Song is also known by two other names,
and contains reference to the village of
Verugal, on the boundary between the
Trincomalie & the Batticaloa Districts. Each
verse addresses a Vedah or Kurava damsel
and states a riddle. The riddle consists of
humorous use of words to suggest different
meanings or of words of the same sound with
different meanings. The statements are cryptic
and apparently suggestive of something
absurd or impossible, while the intended
meaning is kept concealed; e. g. one state-
ment is ““ a cat swallowed an elephant”’ where
the real meaning is ““a cat swallowed cow -
ghee.”

. 46. The Gipsy-woman Vasantan.

In this ode the gipsy woman fortune - teller
makes her appearance and gives an account
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of herself. Her fantastic dress bedecked with
beads, feathcers and flowers is described and
she claims the God of Katirgama as her
son -in-law, God Vishnu as her brother-in -
law and God Siva as her brother.

47. Gipsy Vasantan :
This is a wvariant of No. 46.

. 48, Gipsy Vasantan ;

This is a continuation of No. 46.
The gipsy fortune-teller performs the

preliminary propitiatory ceremonies and ex -
amines the palm of a damsel pining for

love of the Lord of Katirgama and reads -

her fortune.

The second part of this song is evidently
a borrowed later addition and is quite common
in all Tamil lands.

. 49. Sellappiliai  Vasanian:

Seilappillai is a petted lazy boy wearing
costly dress and jewels, He plays truant
from school and joins the dancing party
and indulges in the dance. The others make
fun of him.

50. Sellappillai Dance Vasentan :

This Song describes Sellappillai's dancing
to fast time.

5. Mandi Vasantan :

The name indicates that the dance is to
be done in a kneeling posture. The words
are pure fun and play and the rhythm is
very brisk and lively. '
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No. 52. Tuesday Vasantan:

No.

No.

This Song describes an imaginary love scene
between a maid and the Lord of Katirgama,
She recounts to her play-mate companions
her meeting with the God and his making
love to her. . The second part consists of
poking fun at two village youths belonging
to the North and the South parties of the
village.

53. Red Ant Vasantan:

This is a song depicting the sufferings
of a person who climbed fruit trees for
gathering fruits when he is attacked by
swarms of red ants. The words are addressed
to his lady companions and the names of
many fruit trees are mentioned. The way
the person is attacked by the red ants is
very amusingly described.

5¢. Savanikkai Vasanian :

Savanikkai is the name of a kind of one-
faced drum wused in Batticaloa on the
occasion of bali or exorcising ceremonies.
It is mostly used by the class of people
called pujaris. This song is said +to
get its name from this kind of drum that
is played during this dance. The word
Savanikkai also means a screen cloth, leld
before an actor in a drama just when he
is about to enter the arena or stage and
is in that sense derived from the Sanscrit
word javanika (a screen cloth or curtain).
It cannot be said with any certainty whether
this dance song got its name from the
screen cloth that might have been used
during the dance. )
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This Song is partly devotional and partly
humorous. It is of the same nature as
No. 43, very funny and entertaining.

. 55. Kallian Kuttu Vasantan:

This Song is pure fun and buffoonery
parodying the worshipping of God Ganesa;
and running after the hurrying bee which
is likened to a black-coated padre.

Part VI Amusements
No. 56. Mother - Daughter dialogue Vasantan:

No.

v

This is a dance Song in which a mother
enquires of her young daughter who the
imposing personality was that was standing
there ; and the daughter replies it was the
great God Vishnu and describes His different
avatars and the miraculous exploits performed
by Him in each avatar, as Rama, Krishna,
Vamana { Dwarf), etc.

. 57. Kummi Vasantan :

This is the same dance as No. 58, but the
song is in praise of God Subramania. His
romance with Valli-Devi and his various
exploits are sung.

58. Kummi Vasantan:

This is a dance by a bevy of young girls
who stand in a circle and move round and
round, alternately bending and raising their
body and clapping their hands at regular
rhythmic intervals. This is a common favourite
pastime of the girls. The words supposed
to be spoken by the leader of the group
to her companions, desctibe their gay dress
and their sportive movements. This dance
is said to be performed@ in honour of the
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Deity at Konesar Temple in Trincomalie.
The deity is carried in a procession and
the group of girls call to each other
to see the glorious procession ; they are lost
in admiration of the deity and start dancing
in His honour.

59.  Swing Vasantan :

This dance is in honour of Kannaki- Devi
of the shrine at Chettipalayam village in
Batticaloa. The Song starts with invocation
to the varjous deities for help to sing the
Swing-song and describes the gorgeously
constructed swing. Heavenly damsels place
Kannaki on the swing seat and move the
swing to and fro, singing propitiatory songs
in her praise.

. 6o. Swing Vasantan I :

This represents another pastime of the gay
young girls who sit or stand on a seat
slung by ropes or chains and swing to and
fro, singing gaily about the swing.

. 61. Swing Vasantan II :

This is a variant of No. 60.

. 62. Kappal Vasantan:

This song is in the style of the boat-
man’s song, imitating the swinging motion
of a boat. The words are in praise of
Goddess Parvati or Kamakshi Amman with
whom later on Kannaki-devi is identified
and her praise sung. ’

This song is printed in an incomplete form,
its concluding portion found missing and
not available in any of the manuscripts
collected,
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From the foregoing account of the Vasantan songs of
Batticaloa, it could easily be gathered that the people of
Batticaloa were of a gay and simple disposition and imbued
with a deep religious spirit. Their religious attitude was free
from any parrow sectarion fanaticism. There was no religious
antagonism as between Saivites and Vaishnavites. They
worshipped with equal zeal all the Hindu deities. There was
cordial fellow - feeling between them and the Sinhalese people,
regarding both religious culture and politics. They looked
upon the Kandyan King as their own king and prayed to
their gods for his well -being and prosperity. They were
acquainted with the various important Hindu Shrines of
South India and with the culture and traditions of Tamilakam.

In conclusion I should like to express my deep sense
of gratitude to all those who helped me in collecting these
Vasantan Songs by either lending me their own manuscript
copies or obtaining them for me from other owners and
made it possible for me to bring about this edition. As has
already been mentioned by me, the manuscripts obtained in
the villages of Karaitive, Periyakallar, Tettative, Kaluthavalai
and Vantarumulai were of great help in settling the text of
the Songs and my special thanks are due to the owners of
those manuscripts. .

It is only my anxiety to prevent the Songs from falling
into oblivion that has made me to undertake this difficult
though pleasant task.

JAFFNA J. T. Sadasiva (lyer)
10.10-40 District  Inspector of Scheols
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