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Salute to Vaidi

Communist Party of Sri Lanka.

The Communist Party of Sri Lanka expresses its deep sorrow and
sense of loss at the death of Comrade Ambalavanar Vaidialingam.

Vaidialingam was a founder member of the Communist Party of
Sri Lanka and its precurser the United Socialist Party founded in 1940.
He was a member of the Central Committee of the Communist party and
its Political Bureau from the Party’s inception until he relinquished those
responsibilities due tfo ill — health in 1984.

Vaidialingam began his association with Communism in the mid
19303 while he was yet a student at the Emmanuel College of Cambridge
TUniversity where he excelled as a Mathemetics studert. During his stay in
Britain he was active in the student movement as well as the anti- fascist
and anti - imperialist movements. It was at this stage that he joined and
worked with the Communist Party of Great Britain together with Pieter
Keuneman and P. Kandiah, his contemporaries. In London, he aiso came
into contact with I°r. S. A. Wickiemasinghe who was then leader of the
LSSP.

On his return to Sri lanka in 1939 Vaidialingam worked with the
t anka Sama Samaja Party for a short time. Hs was active in the ideo-
Jogical debates in the party at that time.

When Communists were expelled from the LSSP Vaidialingam to-
gether with Dr. Wickremasinghe, M. G. Mendis and others took the
initiative in building the pelitical, organisational and the mass base for the
founding of the Communist Party of S:i Lanka.

He was actively involved in the acitivitics of the Ceylon Federation
of Trade Unions in the forties and early fifties.

Shifting te Jaffna in [the early 1950s, Vaidialingam joined the
teaching profession and taught at Jaffna Hindu College for a long peried.
He retired as the Principal of Urumpirai Hindu College. As a teacher, he
played a leading role in the teachers’ Trade Unilon activities and was for
sometime the President of the Joint Committee of Teachers® Trade Umicns
n the island. =3




ADDRESSING THE 45th SESSIOM OF
THE COMMURIST PARTY OF SR8l LANKA.

L Vaidialingam madz =an important contributicn in buildinz the Communist
Party in ths Jaifaa distrint aad nelpsd 1O gxpand the influence of the
left movem=nt 1o th2 North. Hs was cps3i’s  Jaffpa District Secretary for
a long period.

Widzly respseted  for his dsep knowledze of  Marxism - Leninism,

Vaidialingam was a popular lectursr in the theory and practics of scientific

socialism.
Vaidialingam made a lasting coairibation to the shaping of the
palicy, orguisation and activities of the CP3L.

He wasasteadfast internationalist. Whilst- seeking @ democratic

solation to tha national qusstion on the pasis of the equality of rights
of 'all citizens irrespective of their cthaicity and of autonomy for Sri
Lankan Tamil nationality, he fought against chauvinsm of all huss and
stood firmly in defence of national unity and the territorial integrity of
Sri Lanka.

Vaidialingam's death is a great loss to tha Communist Parlyas well |

as the eatire progressive movement. His services to the working class, to
the country and to our parly will always be remembared .
We dip our red bapner in his honour.
— The Political Bareau of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka —
Pieler Keuneman
Colymbo - 8. {hairman,
Communist Partry of Sri Lanka.
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Comrade A. Vaithialingam

Some reminiscenes by T. B. Subasinghe

The passing away of Comrade Vaithialingam removed a very
senior and outstanding pelitical personality from the Jaffna Peninsula. ®
Vaithi’s popularity and respect of the people was not confined to the
limited area north of the Elephant Pass.

He was well — known among the Tamil people as well as the
Sinhala as a self - sacrificing Revolutionary for over fifty years:

I knew Vaithialingam at the Union Hostel in Guildtord Crescent
when we were youmg siudents of the then University College affiliated to
the London University. We were in two different branches of study.
He was in thz Department of Mathematics and 1 with the small
LCepartment of Economics.

Those were the days when we  did not draw a distinction between
Tamil, Sinbala, Muslim or Burghur. In the Union Hostel we had
Tewils, Sinhalese and Muslims having rooms and eating the same kind
of food. Professor Suntheralingam, the warden, who was one of the
most literal of men I bad met in that period, had one object in mind,
That was to inculcate the idea that Ceylon belongzd to all its inhabitants,
- no matter what their ethnicity was. As residents of the Union Hostel
we were a happy family.

There were a large number of Tamil students in the Hostel.
Vaithi was one and P. Kandiah was another. The late William Silva
and I were fellow hostelliers with them.

Vaithi was preparing for his Degree in Mathematics. All kpew
him as. a brilliant student and was one of the best of Professor
Suntheralingam’s proteges. William Silva and I who were some — what
jnterested in politics attended Marxist study classes conducted by
- Dr. Colvin R. de Silva. :
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Vaithi obtained a First Class Henours Degree in B. Sc. in Mathe-
matics. He won the coveted Government scholarship for Mathematics
and proceeded to Cambridge University to do a Post- Graduate Degree.
P. Kandiah also won a scholarship for Oriental Studies and proceeded
to the same University. Pieter Keuneman was also sent there by his
father Justice Keupeman, to study in ome of the Arts Faculties and
also to study Law. They formed a trio in Cambridge with number of
students also joining their circle.

William Silva and I proceeded to London and got invelved
with the anti- !mperialist Movement in the Capital, which consisted of
diverse groupings with hair splitting theories, but fundamentally &nti-
Impzrialist. Dr. § A. Wickremasinghe and Doreen Wickremasinghe also
came to stay in London for a couple of years after he was defeated
in Morawake 1n 1936 General Elections,

Vaithi the Mathewatician had been converted to Marxism, together with
P. Kandiah and Petsr Keuneman by the time we met in Cambridge on
a visit. This was mnot surprising for progressive politics had penetratea
into the universities.

Mid 1930s and the late 1930s was a period when Fascism
was taking the offensive in Europe. The Fascists tried their trial
of strength not only in Ethiopia (ie. Mussoline) but also in Spam
against democratically elected progressive government of opain. Hitler
and Mussoline were working hand in glove and was jomed later
by Japan. 3

The Fascists, political, ideological and even military offeasive
had its reaction in kEritain, France and some other countries among
the communist, and also among left - wing Social Democrats and even
progressive Liberals. The conservative ruling classes were acting in
collysion with Hitler. Hitler was encouraged to drive [East in the
. USSR.

In Britain the Communist Party Harry Polit, Vaithialingam,
Palme Dutt etc, and the left - wing of the Labour Party led by men
like Harold Laski, Stafford Cripps, Aenurin Bevan, John Strachey
and many others became protogonists of the ‘lheory of a Popular
Front. Georgi Drimitov’c theory of Popular Fronts against Fascism
captared the imaginations of many a young radical Progressive
inside and outside universities.

The Left movement was also backed by the Formation of the Left
Book Club founded by the well - known publisher Victor Gollances.
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There is nothing surprising about a serious student like Vaithialingam
‘becoming a committed Marxist and joining the Communist movement in this
-atmosphere.

Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe arranged for some of us from Loulon,
visit Cambridge and meet Vaithi, Kandiah and Peter. We spsnt a whole
day there and conducted a political discussion. X

The Cambridge comrades had relations with Iate V. K. Krishna
Menon in London as much as we were in constant touch with him,

Quite irrespective of our ideological tendencies at the time, the
solidarity of all of us with the Indian Independence movement was solid.
Hence our close association with Krishna Menon in London when he was
‘the chief spokesman for the Indian National Congress and of Jawaharlal
Nehru in particular. Vaithi, Kandiah and Peter maintained this relationship
" with Krishna as far as I kpow. I was in constant touch with him until
his death. We were regular colleagues at the United Nations. He often
inquired after his Ceylonese friends. :

I do not need to go into the story of Vaithi’s work in Ceylon. He
obtained a high qualification in Mathematics. I am not sure whether it was
‘the coveted qualification of Wrangler.

He had made up his mind to be a full - time revolutionary. He work-
ed ‘with the Sama Samaja Party on his return. The inevitable ideological
split in that period had to come. He broke away, joined the United Social-

ist Party and later the Ceylon Communist Party when the name was
changed.

His activity is well known during this period in Colombo. Later he
moved to Jaffna. He was satisfied by ending up as a Schoo! Principal but
his main concern was building - up the Communist Party which he did together
with Kandiah and many others.

He was Comrade to the party - members. But to his admirer on the
periphery he was Master. In a sense hs was a Master -a teacher to all.

although he and Kandiah belonged to the Communist Party and |
to the lanka Sama Samaja Party in the 1950 s, there was no wall between
us. We remained good friends and every time [ visiied Jaffna, Vaithi was
one person whom I always met. I think history has provsd that th: ideo-
Jogical wa!l that had been built -up in the past is no loager realistic,



1 was the Minister of Industrles and Scientific Affairs in the United
Front Government of the 70 s. I required men of integrity and knowledge .
on the Boards of Directors of our Industrial Corporations. With hig consent
I eppointed Vaithi to the Board of Paranthan Chemical Corporation. We:
had throsgh out plans to produce many sodium liquid chemicals in Paran-
than and later in Ambalantota with salt produced in Elephant Pass and
Ambalantota as the base. In .fact he introduced many innovations in.
Paranthan.

I think he had a fine rapport with the workers. Vaithi was not only
a fighter to destroy what was unjust and repressive. He was also a builder
given the opportunity to reconstruct society.

Regarding the ethnic probiem, I woeuld conclude by saying that the
fraternal feelings which he manifested as an undergraduate at the Union
Hostel he held to fast them until the end despite mortal threats.

1952 — In August 1952 he raised the Question of registering the All
Ceylon Union of Teachers as a Trade Union - at the Matara °
sessions of the A.C.U.T. The audience was Lvisibly stirred
and the House showed its appreciation of his masterly ex—
position with acclamation.
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Man with a Vision

C. Subramaniam

Retired Principal,
Skantha Varodaya College,

I am deeply grieved to know of the passing away of your
beloved husband. Pleass accept my heartfelt condolences and convey same
to other members of the family. Though he was ill we didn’t expect that
be would pass away so soon. 1 wanted to see him before I come herein
April but ill health didn’t permit me to do so. That will be a lasting
regret for the rest of my life. Iam disappointed that T didn’t bave the
chance of attending the funeral and paying my last respects to him.

His was a life fully dedicated to the service of humanity. He sacri-
ficed lucrative careers and was content fo remain a humble teacher, of
course an excellent teacher, to serve the people. He should have lived
for many more years and those years would have been useful years for
the country. Some of us who have lived longer have not accomplished a
fraction of what he has done. 1t is a major tragedy of the Tamils
that we did not make use of his talents by sending him to Parliament.
He was too good and too independent to win an election.

He was very attached to me and always helped me with his
advice. He held a very high place in my estimation and in my heart.

May he atwain Moksha,
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M}f“ _frier_ld Vaidi

S. Sivapathasundaram

M. A. (Contab) B. Sc. (Hons) (Lond)
(formerly principal,

Parameshwara College).

I came to know Vaidi at the Union Hostel of the Ceylon University
Collegez He was two years senior to me there, and later two years
senior to me at Emanuel College, Cambridge. My friends know that
I have always considered Vaidi, the ablest man of my generation.

Vaidi was by nature a mathematician. Everybody at the University
College knew that he was a first class man. The First Class and the
Scholarship came to him without any apparent effort on his part.

There was no academic distinction which he could not have
obtained if he had pursued Mathematics as his subject. He could have
very easily entered the Civil Service. His extraordinary ability, his
capacity for concentrated work and his inbora tact would have taken
him early to the top of that service. Vaidi rejected both thesc
choices. He chose to be a Communist. :

I know I can sit down and discuss Vaidi with three or four
intelligent people and keep them absorbed in the subject for an hour
or more. It is very difficult to write abeut him with any satisfaction
in the few sentences this occasion demands.

Vaidi - distrusted intuitions. He regarded the spiritual and the
esoteric with suspicion. The so called imponderables did not interest
him. The mathematical order and precision of his thinking led him
inevitably to Marxism — Leninism. His dedication to it was complete,
without reservations of any kind.

.



There was nothing in Vaidi which conformed to the conservative
image of a Communist. He could at all times do without the noise
and the shouting. He had his. emotions under perfect control He
never raised his voice in anger. There was not even a  suggestion of
anything destructive in his specches and writing It was all cool,
analysis, deep, deliberate, purposise, creative. Vaidi was no vote - catcher.
I can relete stories of the time he contested an election, Vaidi was
8 rare sort of Communist.

Vaidi belonged to a family which has managed to carry
traditional values late into the twentieth century. It is sufficient testimony
to his ability and circumspection that he could live likea completely
integrated member of an orthodox family, while persuing, relentlessly
ta: the end, his chosen ideal.

] am sure that given the good will and the spirit of Corpera-
tion, the day is not far off when we shall have a single associ-
ation for all teachers.

Bven though it is mow six Years since I have retired from teach-
ing, T am firmly Convinced that our teachers will achieve this

abjective in the not distant future®’
Achievments of the N.P.T.A

Diamond Jubilee Number NPTA
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Yuga Purusha

V. Ragunathan

Jaffna.
Words and sentiments cannot
Heal the wound in our hearts
Let us find comfort in the thought
Of the greatness of Vaidialingam, the immortal
A Titan among intellects, a guvide unfailing
Full of inspiration and creativity
He was the stirring soul, and the
Strength benind every effort to raise the fallen
Genius of a man with determination thorough
And dedication, achieved the well nigh impossible. 1

An institution by himself

One of the few among millions

Gifted with vision, initiative and dynamism

Efforts unatiring; almost super human

To render service meritorious and everlasting

Blessed with creative ability and awe — inspiring personality
Peak in many daring and innovative ideas

Simple, amiable, and hospitable

Commiited to causes great

A gem of outstaning integrity.

In his own philosophical way, he

Shaped the destiny of so many, so long;

An Educator, patriot and prophet par excellence
With intence devotion to th: welfare of the country
No man was small for him and

No problem in life was too big for him

iie never thoaght ill of others and

Treated people with love and regard

Disseminating the light of wisdom

Mopumental indeed are his achievements.

[FY]
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A great era has come to an eand

Death snatehed him away in his mature years

To his heavenly abode

Men like him really never die

They live in the very institutions

They helped to create

His memory will continue to inspire us all

I can compare him only with the Sua

The source of life and enzrgy te all

He has completed his life’s mission 4

Historians may reduce the march of his life

To a few printed pages

The country certainly is much the poorsr without him
Orphaned at one fell stroke by his sudden exit

He was indeed a JYOTHI — YUGA PURUSHA

His pame will glitter in Iletters of gold

The shock is deep, the sorrow is profound

We pay our homage and take our pledge

We thank our Maker for so great a privilege

May His Soul Rest at the feet of the Lord. 5

s

1958 — As acting President of the N. P. T. A. he led the N. P. T. Az
delegation to give oral evidence on the N. P. T. A. memorandum
to the University Commission headed by Prof. Joseph Needham at
the Peradeniya University in May 1958. The Commission commends-
the case he made for a Campus in Jaffna.
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An appreciation

Saiva Pulavar N. Shanmukharatnam
BI Au, P- G- T-. Fs Ro A Sl
Dip. in T. E. F. L.

Ambalvanaser Vaidialingam was well past the psalmist’s span
of three scores and ten years when he retreated peacefully from
this mortal coil It is a matter of profound regret when his
mature wisdom and his varied experience will be of invaluable help
to Tamils whose affairs are in the meilting pot.

The young lad., Vaidi, got his foot on the ladder- by his own
unaided efforts. After a brilliant earcer at the Ceyloa Unpiversity

Colleze he won an open scholarship to proceed to Cambridge for
higher studies.

Young Vaidi still had his rural scaffoldings about him when
he epntered the Cambridge University. But that old seat of learning
opened up a new life for him He freely breathed the fresh air
and philosophy so luxuriously rampant in the campus. He soon found
himse!f engrossed in the dialectics of materialism.

Vaidi was a promising student. His friends and well - wishers,
therefore, expected him to win a senior wrangler-ship and return

home to a comfortable niche in the fubulous civil service. He got
neither.

When he came back bare- handed after his sojourn at Cambridge
he threw himself with full gusto into the work for the upliftment of
the proletariat. It was the early years of World War II and he haa
plenty to do to help shape the infant communist party.

It was at this time I mst him at a mutoal friend’s houss and
came to know him intimately with the passage of time. 1 Wwas
pleasantly surprised that a scion of a patrician family of orthodox

Jaffna should espouse the cause of workers and peasants with enthusiasm
and convistion.
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When the call came he got married to his cousin and took fo
teaching to keep the home hearth burninz. During his spell of
teaching the head - ship of Urumpirai Hindu College fell vacant and
he applied for the post. The management would not trust him with
the job. 7They were pretty sure that he would smear the students
red and saivasim would be lost to the village of Urumpirai.

As irony would have it he went to the same school as principal,
years later, undsr another auspices.

T dropped in to see how he took the defeat. No regrets. He
said ¢ 7 fter all the management will have t> keep to the norms they
have st themselves® I left him that day with the sneaking satis-
faction that his services were still there to my old school.

When Vaidi took up teaching mathematics at the Jaffna Hindu
College he set such high standards that year after year the school
sent the largest contingent, for any school in Jaffna and sometimes
for the whole island, to the eng necring faculty of the University.
The standards he set are still operating. And legions of his old
students, ever grateful to their maestro, are putting up ¢ buildings’
all over the world, bringing credit to themselves and to their . old
school.

I am proud T hid in Ambalavanar Vaidialingam a good friend.
During the past ten years I was his immediate neighbour. I met him
frequently in order to get a political conundrum elucidated or a
social problem disentangled.

Vaidi’s loglc was flawless. His superior dialectics was so heavy
that it went down with everyone - friend or fos. He had a becoming
modesty that was not humility. In the present day political world
of ambitious mediocrites he was an intellectural aristocrat who lacked
ambition. He walked the earth as a simple unsophisticated man. No
wonder he never hit the head - lines.

Vaidi is no more. We who knew him well mourn his demise

deeply. 1 am sure the angel will put him in the top of his list
of people:

¢ Whom love of God has blest?*

For did he not love his fellow men with honestly abundant
affection ?
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Educationalist of the North

W. S. Senthilnathan
President,
T H, €, 0. B As

It was during the time Mr. A. Vaidialingam was at Jaffna Hindu
‘that we came to know each other. Since then there were many factors that
created a close link between us. As contemporary teachers of Mathematics
in neighbouring schools for a long time we used to meet often and discuss
matters of common intersst. Secondly as members of the left movement we
came even closer. On his way back from the bazaar or his party officc he
used to drop in at my place and we often had discussions on the politics
of the day. He is an interesting conversationalist and 1 gathered some
intricate aspects of marxist philosophy from his talks. Finally as his
lawyer I had contact with him till his last days.

A fearless and capable administrator who ably helmed the affairs of
‘Urumpirai Hindu College for a number of years, a great and ardent educa-
tionalist who had conmsistently partaken in and contributed a lot fo the
framing of educational socialist who had always toiled for the down-trodden
masses and finally an amiable and genial person who never meant evil to
apybody in his life - this, in essence, is Mr. A. Vaidialingam.

His passing away has leit a veid in the galaxy of luminaries in Jaffna
as it will be difficult to find men of his calibre - Cambridge returned scho~
lars - in the near future in this part of our country. On behalf of the old
Boys® Association of Jaffna Hindu College I offer my heartfelt sympathies
to his bareaved widow and children.
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Loss to the community

K. Arunasalam

B. A., Dip. Bd.,S. L. BE.A. S.
Retd. Principal, Victoria College,
Ex. President, Northern Province

Principals’ Association

Mr. Vaidialingam’s death is a loss to the community and the coun-
try. My association with him in Educationa! associations was very intimate.
It is wnder his direction that I learnt the work, and was able to accomp=
lish much latsr,

1966 - Organised the Joint Committes of all Teachers' Unions for the first
time in the history of Teachers’ Unions in the country, and held a
conference and Public meeting at the New Town Hall in November
1966 to discuss the draft memorandum on the White Paper.
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on the 70th Birthday
of A. Vaidialingam

Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka

On behalf of all members and supporters, the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Sri Lanka greets and congratulates Comrade
A. Vaidialingam on the happy occasion of his 7Uth birthday.

A Convinsed Marxist - Leninist since his student days in the mid-
1930s, Comrade Vaidialingam took an active part in the =znti- imperialist
and communist movements of those days, both abroad and at home.
He is a founder member of both the Unittd Socialist Party and its
successor, the Communist Party of Sri Lanka, and has becn a member
of the leadership of these two parties for a continuous period of
45 years. He was also General Secretary of the party for a period

in the late 1940s.

Our party recalls with pride and gratitude Comrade Vaidialingam’s
memorable pamphlet ¢ Samasamajism and the Way Forward ” in which,
in 1939, he opposed the attempt to spilit the united Left movement
of that day on ths eve of the outbreak of World War 11. In this
pamphlet, the young Vaidialingam, who had only just returned from
his studies abroad, rebutted the artifical introduction - of Trotskyism
anti Sovietism, and anti — Communism into the Left movement and.
brilliantly justified the correct line of the international Communist
movement and the Third (Cemmunist) International.

Comrade A. Vaidialingam did yeoman service to the trade union
movement in its formative years, leading struggles of the workers for
their demands and making the science of Marxism - Leninism known
to them through study classesy; When the United Socialist Party was
declared illegal in March 1942, Vaidialingam directed much of its
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illegal activities. He also took a prominent part in the struggles for
national independence of those times and fer the building of the Ceylon
Federation of Trade Unions (then CTUF) and the Communist FParty
of Lanka.

Sent later by the party to help in the leadership of its work
in the northern province, Comrade Vaidialingam played an outstanding
role in this work. Firmly resisting racist, caste, and fissiparous
polices offered by the bourgeois leaders of the Tamils, he sought - and
continues to seek to raise generations of workers and youth AMOng
the Tamils in a spirit of unity and soilidarity with the workers of
south Sri Lanka, with democratic, progressive and revolutionary forces
among the Sinhalese pesople and all other peoples of the country. In
to - day’s situation when racist forces among both the Sinhaless and
the TVamils seek to take the upper hand and tear thecountry aparts
Comarde Vaidialingam’s life and work provides a shining cxample to
all who fight lor friendship, co - operation and equality among all the
ethnic communities of Sri Lanka.

The Central Committee also places on record its appreciation of the
many valuable contribations that Comrade Vaidialingam has made to the elabor-
ation of party policy on a number of important issues. His contributions to
the claboratlon of the paity’s policy on the question of nationalities in Sri
Lanka have been of special merit.

While thanking Comrade Vaidialingam for his many services to our
party and our movement the Central Committes and all members of the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka wish him good health and many more years
of devoted service to our imperishable cause.

1969 - Elected President of the All Ceylon Conferance of Teachers®
Associations.

Led a deputation of the All Ceylon Conferance of Teachers’ Union
to the Director General fo FEducation on the salary of Teachers in the
and allied matters that needed speedy redress.
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