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THE JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE

The inauguration of this Institution in the new Upstair Building
took place on the night of the 28th ultimo in the presence of a
large and distinguished assembly of Hindus from different parts
of the Peninsula. That day will indeed, be a red-letter day in
the annuals of Jaffna, as remarked in the Address of the
Committee of the Saiva Paripalana Sabai, which we publish
below. The number of people that assembled in the spacious
Hall of the College, to take part in the functions, was
unprecedentedly large, and thousands of people had to stand
outside for want of accommodation inside the Hall. The
Honourable P. Coomaraswamy who was carried in a procession
accompanied by more than 5000 people with music and
fireworks, from the Town to Vannarponnai, a distance of nearly
one mile and a half, entered the College Hall at 9pm after
having opened the main door with a silver key which was
handed to him by the vice-President of the Sabai. His
reception was very cordial and enthusiastic; and after he had
taken his seat on the dais with his brother-in-law Mr
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Ratnasapapathy on his right, the proceedings commenced with
the reading of the Address of Welcome by Mr A Sapapathy on
behalf of the Saiva Paripalana Sabai. Mr Coomaraswamy
replied at length and spoke in eloquent and eulogistic terms on
the noble work of the Sabai in providing for the English
education of the Hindu youths in a College of their own,
wished all prosperity to the College which, he said, deserved
the support of the Hindus throughout the length and breadth of
Ceylon, and offered to place at the disposal of the Committee
of the Sabai Rs 2000 to found two scholarships, one for
proficiency in the Tamil language and the other in English. He
also announced that half this amount he would contribute from
the surplus funds of the Temple of which he was manager in
the hope that other managers of Temples would follow his
example and utilise the surplus temple funds for educational
purposes, and the other half would be his private subscription,
and concluded by saying that Mr Ratnasapapathy also offered
to pay Rs 1000 to found a scholarship in the name of his late
father, Navasivaya Mudaliyar. Mr Advocate Nagalingam, the
vice-President of the Sabai, followed with an eloquent and
earnest speech in Tamil, thanking the Honourable
Coomaraswamy and Mr Ratnasapapathy for their generous
contributions and the audience for their kind presence and
sympathy with that movement and made an impressive appeal
for support to the College from the Hindu community
generally. The local subscriptions from the 28th ultimo to this
day, towards the College fund, amount to about Rs 6000. It is
hoped that before the functions are over which will continue
for a whole week Rs 10,000 will have been collected.

The Address was as follows: -
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To

The Honourable

P. CoomaraSwamy M L C
&c &c &c

Jaffna

Honourable Sir,

1. We the undersigned, on behalf of the Saiva Paripalana Sabai
of Jaffna, beg most respectfully to offer you a hearty welcome
as the President of the Sabai and as the worthy Representative
of the Tamils in the Legislative Council. =~ We cannot
sufficiently thank you for the great interest you take in the
promotion of the objects of this Sabai and for the ready
response you have given to our invitation to be present on this
important occasion. Your connection with the Sabai as its
President has been a tower of strength to us; and your presence
here tonight affords us very great pleasure, and delight; and
will be the means of infusing new life and energy among the
members of this Sabai and the Hindus of Jaffna and of rousing
them to further exertions in the cause of our ancient religion
and the promotion of the public good. This day will be, we feel
sure, considered a red letter day in the annals of Jaffna, not
only by reason of your participation in these interesting
functions, but also on account of this unique event — the
inauguration of this Institution which has been during the last
five years called the Hindu High School, Jaffna, and which
will, from this day, be known by the name of the Jaffna Hindu
College, in the upstair building, erected by the Saiva Paripalana
Sabai at a cost of about Rs 10,000 and in the presence of this
large and distinguished assembly of Hindus from all parts of
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Jaftha.

2. The Sabai has always attached the greatest importance to
this College in the sphere of their operations, as it has been the
means of raising the standard of English education in Jaffna,
and as it also now enables the Hindu youths, who had had to
depend entirely upon Christian Missionary Institutions, to
receive their English education without interference with their
religious belief. Our humble efforts, with your powerful co-
operation, to have this Institution registered by the Department
of Public Instruction as a grant-in-aid school, has been crowned
with success; and the first examination for Government grant
will be held here next month. You will also be delighted to
learn that our application for the affiliation of this College to
the Calcutta University has been just allowed.

3. The present status of this College as one of the leading
educational institutions in the Island with nearly 400 boys on
the roll, is a perfect contrast to its condition in 1890 when it
was started in a temporary shed in this very site and when a
reception was given in it to your illustrious brother and
immediate predecessor in the Presidency of this Sabai and the
Tamil seat in the Legislative Council, Mr Ramanathan C.M.G.
to whom also we take this opportunity of extending our thanks
for the interest he has always evinced in the welfare of this
Institution. With God’s blessing which is manifest in the
success of our undertakings, with your great and deserved
influence to guide and help us, and with the co-operation and
support of the Hindu community at large, which we have now
every right to expect, seeing that we are able to show a good
account of our stewardship, we hope not only to complete the
wings of this Hall which will then be an ornament to Jaffna, but
also to endow the College and make it a permanent, useful and
efficient educational Institution in the Island.
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4. It will not be, we venture to hope, out of place to say a word
on the future educational policy of the Government as set forth
in the Circular lately issued to the Managers of schools by the
acting Director of Public Instruction. While fully approving
his proposals regarding the introduction of  “conscience
clause” into the Revised Code for 1896 and the necessity of
appointing only certificated teachers in all aided English
schools, we must strongly protest against the scale of minimum
fees fixed for Jaffna schools by the Director, which are, to say
the least, exorbitant and prohibitory, and will have the effect of
considerably reducing the number of boys in aided schools in
this District and of encouraging the establishment of private
schools. The proposed scale is more than double the rate of
fees now charged in the schools of this Peninsula. We,
therefore, beg that you may be pleased to urge on the
Government the necessity of non-interference in the matter of
school fees, or, if interference be considered necessary to fix
the scale of minimum fees at a rate not more than half the
proposed rate.

5. Thanking you, Sir, once more for your presence here, in
response to our special invitation, at considerable loss and
inconvenience to yourself, and wishing that you may be
blessed with long life, health and happiness, to carry on your
noble work in the cause of humanity, and more especially, in
the cause of the Hindu Religion and Tamil Literature.

The Jaffna

Hindu College

Hall

28th September 1895
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We beg to remain
Honourable Sir,
Your most humble Servants
S. Nagalinam
Vice-President
V. Casipillai
Secretary
T. Kailasapillai
Asst Secretary
S.T.M. Pasupathy Chettiar
Treasurer
A. Sapapathy
6. ). ILDLIGVGUTERTLIGTEnaT
@). wileainsein
8. @urapLifeirarar

Members of the Committee
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