


|
" 3
.W; - —




H10 191
SmI0TT  HHL_APEH 1) 861

PS5M UN&LD
O

uGiun@Awfssir :
GuumFRwur S, FEWT(LPH & eV, Ph. D.
Gy siTomil FasTLps HTsv, M. A.

Wi GaafluirBse & LP% LD
WPy awTid,
1984

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



First Bdition: 2-7-1984

Marriage Customs of the Tamils
First Volume

Edited by : Professor A. Sanmugadas, Ph. D.
#anonmany Sanmugadas, M. A.

Publishers :
MUTTAMIL VELIYIIDDU KALAGAM, JAFFNA.

Printers :
ASEERVATHAM PRESS, 50. KANDY ROAD. JAFFNA.

o@%v : 25-00 (sngmyeer uSiy)
30-00 ( mrevsn uFioy)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



MESSAGE

Srom
PROFESSOR SUSUMU GHNO

Gakushuin University, Tokro.

Studies on the Japanese-Tamil relationship is
progressing and a number of linguistic and cultural
affinities have been found. I am working on this ficld
since 1978. Amongthe cultural affinities, I have learnt
that particutar aitention has to be paid to the simi-
Iarities existing in the marriage customs, traditions and
ceremonies of the Japanese and the TFamils, [ felt
that a comparative study on this aspect would be nsefnl
and interesting.

This book on Tamil marriage customs is an attemp!
to colleet all necessary data regarding customs, traditions
and ceremonies related to marriage among the Tamiis.
The data collected in this book will he used for a
comparative study of the marriage customs among the
Japanese and the Tamils, QGakushuin University has et
up a Research Panel under my chairmanship to study
the linguistic and culteral relationship betwesn the
Japanese ard the Tamils. One of the editors of thig
book, Mrs. Manonmany Sanmugadas, it z member of
this Research Panel. Professor A Sannmugadas was
attached to the Gakushuin University last year as
Japan Foundation Fellow. He was working with me on
the Japanese-Tamil relationship.
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When Professor Sanmugadas was preparing to go
back to his country, 1 expressed my plans regarding
our Research Project and made him to understand the
usefulness of a source book in Tamil that would give
all details regarding marriage customs among the ancient
Tamils and the Sri Lankan Tamils. Professor and Mrs.
Sanmugadas understood my point clearly. On his return
to Sri Lanka, Professor Sanmugadas, with the help of a
Tamil Publishing Seciety in Jaffna has managed to
collect papers on Tamil marriage customs from various
scholars. Flve of such papers are included in this
velume.

1 am much pleased to send this Message for the
first volume of papers on Tamil marriage customs,
traditions and ceremonies. Gakushuin University has
provided the necessary funds for this publication from
its Research Fund awarded for the Project : “A Compara.
tive Study of the Language and Culturs of the Japanese
and the Tamils of India and Sri Lanka.”

Professor Susumu CGhno

Department of Japanese Language and Literature,
Faculty of Letters,

Gakushuin University,

Tokyo.

11-06-84
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Hditors’ Foreword

It was Bishop Galdwell who in his monumental work
A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Languages
(1856) first compared Japarese with Tamil, He had
observed a remarkable resemblaice in the vocabulary
of the two languages. A systematic and serious study
on Japanese-Tamil relationsbip is of recent origin, A
few years ago when Professor Susumu Ohno forwarded
the theory that Tamil could be considered as ome of
the roots of Japanese language, scholars could not believe
it at that time. But it osiginated a number of papers
and seminars on this subject. However, all scholars
who spoke about it, whether they accepted the theory
or not, were in opinion that this study must be ence-
uraged and continued. Professor Noburu Karashima
(DLA MNews Vol. V: 4, 1981), while criticising Professor
Susumu Ohno’s theory said, <“There is no doubt that
comparative studies of Japanese and Tamil or Dravidian
languages, is a field whica should be cultivated
and developed in future.’” Professor Bh. Krishnamurti
participating in a group discussion on “The Roots of
Japanese lie in Tamil”, organisad by Japan Ashahi
Weekly said “Dr. Ohno’s studies mark the very first
step in  comparing Japanese with Tamil. It remains
to be determined at  what stage Japanese separated
from the other Dravidian languages. And detailed studieq
‘must follow.” Professor Susumu Ohno continues to study
the Japanese-Tamil relationship.

While studying the linguistic affinities involved in the
Japanese-Tamil relationship, Professor Ohno did not
furget to investigate the cultural affinities that would
help us to view the relationship at a deeper level. In his
book Nihon go to Tamiru go, he wrote about the stri.
king similarities found between Tamil Tai Ponkal and
the Japanese Koshogatsu. The present editors of this
volume had the opportunity to work with him last year
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in this field. Gakushuin University in Tokyo where
Professor Ohno is the Head of the Department of Japanese
Language and Literature has set up a Research panel
under  his chairmanship to undertake a comparative
study of the language and culture of the Japanese and
the Tamils of India and Sri Lanka. One of the editors
of this velume, Mrs. Manonmany ganmugadas is a
member of that Research Panel. The Research Panel
identified the marriage customs, traditions and ceremonies
among the Japanese and Tamils as an imporiant aree
for investigation. Professor Ohno suggested that a source
book on Tamil marriage customs would be of much uze
to this investigation. He also indicated that financial
assistance could be provided for such publication.

Muttamil Veliyiiddu Kalagam, a Tamil Publishing
$ociety in Jaffna undertook to bring out a publication
on Tamil Marriage customs. A research team was £€¢
up to work on various areas on that subject and “the
members of the team Were requested to submit their
findings in the form of papers. Five such papers are
included in the present volume. We are greatly indebted
to Professor Ohno and the Gakushuin University for
providing the necessary funds to bring out this volume
of papers on Tamil marriage customs.

We thank Professor Ohno for sending a message to
be printed in this book. Professor S. Vithiananthan,
Vice Chancellor of the University of Jaffna has kindly
given a foreword to this publication. We are thankful
to kim for it. We also thank Muttamil Veliyiiddu
Kalagam of Jaffna for undertaking this publication and
Aseervatham Printers, especially the manager of the
composing Department, Mr. Roch Joseph and the compo-
sitors Mr. S. Christian and Mr. A. Govindaraja for
printing this book neatly. We thank ‘Ramani’ for
providing a beautiful cover design for this book.

Nellandai Road, A. Sanmugadas

Thumpalai, Point Pedro, Manonmany Sanmugadas
29 June, ]984 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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