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SLFP’s not-so BLOODY SUNDAY

# Tamil issues after ’77 — Ssunil Bastian
# Plantation Labour and the Left — jayaratne Maliyagoda

* Towards an Anti-nuclear Movement

# SLFP and Monopoly Capital — Dayan jayatilleka

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

e HUANG HUA o ILO"AND"JULYSTRIKE e MIR ON CHILE




You have everything
to gain
when you invest
your savings with
MERCANTILE CREDIT LIMITED

The assurance that your money is safe in the hands of
Sri Lanka's largest Finance Company with
GROSS ASSETS OVER Rs. 250 MILLION
Strongest Finance Company with
CAPITAL RESERVES & PROVISIONS EXCEEDING Rs. 30 MILLION.
Company enjoying the highest public confidence with
PUBLIC DEPOSITS OF OVER Rs. 150 MILLION
A choice of Deposit Schemes to suit your convenience
Attractive return paid monthly or on maturity

ONE YEAR DEPOSIT SCHEMES
Return payable monthly 200/ Return payable on Maturity 227

per annum per annum

Minimum deposit Rs. 2,500/-
TWO YEAR DEPOSIT SCHEMES

Return payable monthly Return payable on Maturity
From Rs. 2,500/- to under 9 _Fro;_R_s._Z_,S_OO;‘-_- to under = A°
Rs. 50,000 - 2 I/o Rs. 50,000 - 244

per annum

From Rs._50,000_-'- ‘to under

o F Rs. 50,000/- to unde: o
rs. 100000 22/ " " Rs 100,000 23/

Per annum

per annum

i Lt NN e per annum
From Rs. 100,000/- 94° T From R 100.000- 7%
; and over 244 Sl L?\ggo(?vcl/r 27/0

per annum per annum

MERCANTILE CREDIT LIMITED

the largest and strongest Finance Company in Sri Lanka.
31 - 53, Janadhipathi Mawatha, Colombo |I. Telephone 26612-19
Branch Offices:-

JAFENA: 11/8, Stanley Road, Telephone: 32 |
MATARA: 271/I, Dharmapala Mawatha, Telephone: 2466
ANURADHAPURA: 2, Harischandra Mawatha, Telephone: 534

KANDY: 901/A, Peradeniya Road, Telephone: 4196

Agents in all other important towns.

wiadation

Digimacby~hloalaban o
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



THE EMERGING ELITE

The Engineering Faculty has
gradually replaced the Medical
School as the University’s elite
faculty. Doctors are dime a
dozen and if some of the new
recruits to the provincial ser-
vice go ‘barefoot’ it is because
inflation (global and local) has

tended to pauperize the public
service.
At a time when Sri Lanka

faces such an acute shortage of
engineers that some of our ‘‘lead

projects’> have had to import
expatriate Sri Lankan techni-
cians at ten times the salary

of their local counterparts, it
seems strange that engineering
students should boycott their
exams. At least one university
spokesman (CDN) has tried to
hint at a sinister hand behind
the strike. Political engineering?
Nonsense.

The main grievances of univer-
sity students today lie in mate-
rial causes. A closer look at
the problem reveals the dele-
terious effect af recent economic
policies, specifically the steady
contraction of budgetary allo-
cations on education, health etc.
In short, a cut in welfare in
the name of growth —the philo-
sophy of the World Bank and
the IMF. So we produce less
engineers and have in the end
to import some. Import libera-
lisation.... of skills. That’s
development, indeed.

EXIT CWC?

The CMU and the UCMU, no
comradely compatriots, are claim-
ing a joint international victory,
which is a major below to the

CWC. For several decades, Mr.
S. Thondaman has been the
most powerful wunion boss in

Ceylon — the George Meany of
the thottam. Mr. Thondaman’s
achievement has been all the
more remarkable because during
this period he also owned some
large plantations and was there-
fore a big-time employer. Yet,
so able an advocate was he of
labour’s cause that he held office
in the highest representative
bodies of the [.L.O.

And then he became a minis-
ter in the UNP government,
In February in Sydney, the CMU
and UCMU, supported by trade
unions from Malaysia, Philippines,
Thailand and Australia, intro-
duced a resolution calling fcr
the dis-affiliation of the C. W.C.,
from the International Union of
Food Worker’'s Association. The
reason given was the ‘‘conflict
of interest resulting from S. Thon-
daman being a representative
of a government which has shown
itself to be anti-worker whilst
at the same time being CWC
president...."’.

The resolution
with only the CWC delegate
voting against it. Now it has
deen adopted at a full congress
in Munich.

was  passed

TALKING POINTS

Nobody was surprised when
a native of Sri Lanka, a nation
of compulsive babblers, slipped
into the Guiness Book for a
record in non-stop talking. Many
a Commonwealth parliamentarian,
talking-shop experts themselves,
thought we may be entitled to
a far more impressive record.
According to the Sun, we may
have 2 no-confidence motions, and
what’s more, a Government-spon-
sored motion of no-faith in the
Leader of the Opposition.

MASS COMM.

No regime has been more
mass communications conscious
than the present administration.
Not a week passes without the
Minister or his equally indefati-
gable Secretary addressing some
local, regional or international
seminar or workshop. A PTI/
Lankapuwath report from Madras
ends with the news that a video
recording of the Jaffna events
was shown to newsmen by the
Opposition leader on his way
back from the US and London.
What price censorship?
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TRENDS
_LETTERS

DDC elections

It has been claimed that the
UNP won a landslide victory at

the recent elections to the
D.D.Cs,
The plain fact is that the

total votes polled at the DDC
elections is less than 509, where-
as it was 87.39 in the 1977
General Elections. The UNP
now received 339, of the votes
as against nearly 519/ it received
in 1977. it will certainly be
less once the Jaffna DDC elec-
tions results are taken into
account. This represents noth-
ing but a clear moral defeat for
the Government.

As far as the Jaffna District
is concerned it resorted to cer-
tain shabby tactics. Polling was
scheduled to commense at 7 a.m.
and close at 4. p.m. but the
ballot boxes reached most poll-
ng stations only after |1l a.m.
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Letters . ..

or so and no ballot boxes were
sent at all to a few polling sta-
tions. In some of them polling
is understood to have been
terminated by | p.m. or there-
about and that some boxes
were not returned to the Kach-
cheri. And the staff originally
detailed to man these polling
stations were replaced. Untrained
people were drawn from mis-
cellaneous sources and brought
to Jaffna in the early hours of
June 4 and detailed to different
polling stations. As a result of
this gross bungling the election
staff did not observe certain
requirements of the law and
the Returning Officer could not
decide the results.

If the Govt. cannot ensure
the proper conduct of elections
it has no -right to govern the
country. What is more, the
election staff were terrified by
the Army personnel to hurry
through their work. Elections
under emergency regulations! And
all this, mind you, side by side

with the celebrations of the
50th anniversary of the intro-
duction of Universal Franchise!

And now to cap it all the
TULF is since reported to have
agreed to the [affna elections
results being announced after a
count of the votes cast on
June 4. Does this mean that
the TULF too is capable of
resorting to or, at |east, con-
doning such practices? Unfort-
unately the TULF which should
really have boycotted the elec-
tions did not or could not do
so as it had unwittingly accep-
ted the D.D.C. scheme and got
trapped into the framework of
the Constitution which of course
they had earlier rejected.

As stated earlier the UNP
secured nearly 519 of the votes
in 1977. This time, let it be
remembered, more than 509,
did not vote at the elections
in utter contempt of the mockery
that was being made of elec-
tions through the DDC camou-
flage. And because only 339
(or even less) of the voteg

have been secured by the UNP
the Government is so desperate
and jittery that it is trying to
resort to unprecedented repres-
sion, the first dose of which was
let loose in Jaffna recently. The
deepening economic crisis of
world capitalism on which this
Government is depending for
its survival would result in similar
repression in the Sinhalese areas
too in the months to come.

V. Thirunavukarasu
Jaffna.

Polls results

L.G. news background of |5th
June is most refreshingly candid,
in its analysis of the D.C. polls
results and their reporting, by
sections of the mass media.

If the S.L.B.C. does not pay
“pooja” and try desperately, even
through distortion, to boost any
ruling party, woe-be unto its
staff concerned. But, that ““Natio-
nal paper” the Daily News,
which the UNP and specially
its leader, pledged to broadbase,

(Continued on page 23)
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The Darley Road-Show

— no family plot

Mervyn de Silva

With yesterday’s super—star and
today’s matinee idols, bit-play-

ers and playwrights, stage-managers
and stage-hands, promoters and
producers, Mafia-gangs and goons,
doctored documents, forgeries, poi-
son-pen letters and scurrilous leaflets,
cheers, jeers and crackers, the Darley
Road-Show  (June 28) was pure
theatre and B-grade movie. Even
some Left-minded analysts, in fact,
find inspiration in Hitchcock to offer
the theory of a “Family Plot"”,
with Anura, in the direct male line of
succession, joining the ‘“moderates”
(CDN) and taking the right road
(ideologically and otherwise?) and
sister Chandrika, the Sorbonne -educa-
ted heiress to her ex-brother-in-
law’s Pol Pottist Janavegaya Thought,
contributing some radical (CDN) chic.
But Satan himself would shudder at
such a diabolical design, and Hitchcock
probably die of suspense. A careful-
ly crafted charade simply does not
accord with the known facts of the
situation.

If the SLFP’s latest venture in show
—biz does not invite description in
purely theatrical terms there are
strong reasons for another approach.

After the DC polls, it does
look as if the SLFP can be dep-
rived of victory in 1983 only by
the SLFP itself: unless, an elec-
torate determined to defeat the
UNP but disgusted with the
unseemingly squabbles of the
SLFP leadership does not allow
its final political judgement to
be vitiated by the second con-
sideration, at all. Then the
SLFP can win, despite the SLFP
leadership.

The roots of the SLFP crisis —
and it by no means over-lies in
its extraordinary history. In order
to capitalise on popular sentiment,
the SLFP elders persuaded the assas-
sinated founder’s widow to assume
command of the party. By doing
this, they not only helped add a
chapter to modern political history
but sowed the seeds for future prob-

lems whose dimensions they could
not possibly measure at that time.

Power Concept

Other nations have known great
political families — monarchies, mod-
ern dictatorships, and democra-
cies. What was exceptional was the
personality which Mrs. B. brought
into the drama of parliamentary
politics. A non-professional politi-
cian a 42 year old widow she intro-
duced into the SLFP, her own highly
individual temperament and strong
will, her mental make-up and values,
especially of loyalty, inheritance and
succession, and most singnificant of
all, her attitude to power, leadership
and decision-making.

The SLFP’s peculair pattern of
growth these two decades (it is 30
this year) and the near-total identifi-
cation of party with a name and a
family, extended implicit support to
a concept which, for want of a better
known term, can be called ‘the Divine

_ |
WHO DUNIT? ‘I

WHEN the draft constitution |
presented by Mrs. B. made its first,
surprise appearance, its authors were |
identified as party secretary Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake and ‘some others’.
Disinclined to accept that declaration
in toto the Politburo members who
backed the draft done by the
Constitutional Affairs committee
searched for hidden hands. I

Anura, for instance, fingered a
formidable figure of the recent past
now playing a back-stage role. He
named the Devil's Advocate, if not |
the Devil himself. “Who told you
that?”’ Anura was challenged by the
Chair at one PB meeting, ‘‘Nobody
told me... he himself is going about
elaiming to be the author”!

As Colombo's regular picturegoers
know, Anura's fashion in films s
wildly catholic but his taste in
fiction fis distinctively modish, with |
John le Carre at the top of the |
list. Anura may have been dipping |
into Le Carre's “Tinker, tailor, |
soldier, spy’” because the controver-
sial constitution was finally fathered
on a Hulftsdorp quartet code-named
““Judge, jailor, Satan, Shans.
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Right theory’. In there own total
and timid acquiescence in this,
the SLFP membership, from
junior MP to senior Minister,
contributed to the perpetuation
of this concept and cult. In
that sense, they are as much
responsible for the SLFP’s
current trials as Mrs. B. herself.

A combination of circumstances
has placed this concept under chal-
lenge. For Mrs. B who has no inte-
rest in and little respect for theory,
practice is all. So the challenge to
the idea is taken as a challenge to the
individual i.e. herself.

For his part Anura has observed
the fundamental distinction.

Fast Footwork

With some adroit political foot-
work (which his father would proba-
bly have admired), Anura has taken
a stand which overtly repudi-
ates an obsolete theory while
safeguarding and strengtihening
his own political future. He
has declared unswerving loyalty
to the mother even as he
rejected the notion that the
SLFP is the property of the
Bandaranaikes.

And that is the question that the
chain of events and the pre-and post
—election trends posed. (a) the
criticism, if muted, of clan politics
and ‘invisible government’ (Minister
Subasinghe’s description in his resigna-
tion letter) in the last days of the
U.F. (b) the furious propaganda
campaign launched by J.R. and his
deputy from 1976 onwards (c) the
SLFP’s crushing defeat and (d) Mrs.
B. 's loss of civic rights.

Sensing the strong groundswell of
inner—party criticism and discontent,
Mrs. B. ordered a new constitution
in the name of ‘“‘re-organisation” and
““democratisation”’. Whether she
was conscious of it or not, she
faced the classic dilemma of
the potentate —to ‘libera-
lise’ and head-off the mounting
dissatisfaction (a tactical ret-
reat) or turn the screws tighter
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and risk total disaster. She
‘liberalised’, and so, as the L.G.
noted, the fresh winds of ‘freedom’
or democratic decision-making swept
through the Freedom Party.

Old Order

But what did the ‘new Democracy’
produce? Alas, the Dirty Dozen 112
members of the Polit-buro, the day—
to-day decision-making body con-
fronted Mrs. B.s Gang of Four.
From that moment onwards,
there was only one possible
objective: a restoration of the
old order, all power to the
President. That is what the crisis
is all about, except that it gains

urgency each month as 1983 gets
closer.
p & |
FORCE OF |
LAW
IN the LSSP’s heyday when a

Workers' and Peasants’ Government
was the promised land, a Colombo
columnist suggested that a seizure
of power by the LSSP would actually
lead to the advent of an Advocates
and Proctors regime. lronically, it
was FDB, the LSSP’s latter day
bete noire who removed that class
distinction and made them all
attorneys at law.

From its inception the SLFP tried
to be an exception in the lawyer—
dominated Political Establishment.
If in China it was ‘‘three-in-one”
(PLA, workers and peasants), the
SLFP (under MEP influence) made
the pancha maha balavegeya (the five
great forces) the advance guard —
workers, peasants, teachers, monks
and ayurvedic physicians. (Incidentally
the UNP seems to be bent these
days on treating ayurvedic-politicos
| to 2 particularly bitter decoction).

Under the draft constitution which
was rejected, Trade Union and
Youth representation in the Working
Committee was to suffer a big
percentage cut. But the lawyers,
comparatively speaxing, were okay.
Strange! '

_ The Bible says put not your trust
in princes. One would have expected
Mrs. Bandaranaike not to place so
much faith in black coats after her
post-77 experiences.

Recently, a verbal duel could have
led to fisticuffs at Rosmead Place,
Actually, it has resulted in a
prominent Youth Leaguer asking for

an inquiry into the conduct of a
lawyer.

How was this objective to be
achieved? “‘Surgery, Surgery” saild
the Master Mind, sharpening his
carving knife.

It was the Polit-buro’s bowels that
were going to be cut upon the SLFP’s
“Bloody Sunday”. The V‘YICk'-'
remanayake Constitution or W
constitution (let us call it that for
convenience and want of space) had
decided to throw the P.B.into the
WPB. A new, slightly smaller Cen-
tral Committee was to takeits place.

But since the 17 member PB had
to exist as an interim measure, 108
members of the 324 strong All-Island
Working Committee had circulated a
document calling for an amendment
which sought to drop the P.B.’s non
_office bearers and add the 5 Assis-
tant Secretaries to the P.B. The
eight non-office bearers are

Hector Kobbekaduwe, Alavi
Moulana, Mrs. Balasuriya,
Mangala Moonesingha, Anura
Bandaranaike, Dixon Silva,

R. P. Wijesiri and J. R. P. Suri-
yapperuma. In short, seven of the
Dirty Dozen. Of the 5 Assistant
Secretaries that would have joined
the caretaker PB, four supported the
“W'™ constitution.

But such was the tug-o-war in the
final week that nearly a dozen of the
original 108 had ‘withdrawn’ their
signatures or signed another amend-
ment. In the initial stages of
the battle, in fact, when the
ultimate outcome was still
uncertain, a fair number made
commitments to both sides.
That indeed is the SLFP style!

There was so much open resistance
in the end to this chopping of heads
and indiscriminate blood-letting that
the question was never pressed. At
the day's end, with the so-called
moderates clearly in command, a
minor concession was made. The 17
member FB would remain, with the 5
Assistant Secretaries as new members.
In the new 22 member PB, Mrs. B.
would feel less isolated, thus giving
less cause for all those headline-

making  ‘walk-outs’ —a modest
victory.
Central Issue

The debate really hinged on
a far more important matter,
the selection of 196 organisers
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at the districtlevel. The num-
ber tells its own story.

There will be 196 members in the
next Parliament which has 168 today.
The ‘W' constitution would have
the party president nominating 196

VIJAYA vs
WIJE

VIJAYA, the teenage heart-throb
of the silver screen, obviously found
himself in the wrong role. Keener
on showing that he was no Johnny
—come-lately who had got to a room
—at-the-top on a matrimonial ladder
than on advocating the cause of the
draft constitution, his speech was
something of an ego-trip. His
innuendos were too personal, and
his forthright comments too damaging
to his own side. He does not he
said live on his father’'s fame or
by his mother’'s name. Since the
mother of the woman he had
married did not possess even her
civic rights she had a lesser status
(adu thathvaya) than his own mother!

Then he committed the terrible
faux pax of lashing out at R. P, |

S |
Wijesiri who tnough no glamour |

boy is a weather—beaten parliamentary
“heavie”.

Wijesiri, a boy from the other
-side of the tracks himself, pushed
his way to the platform like a
fullback in the field, and let Vijaya
have it that
Fonseka might have relished. Wijesiri
said that he had SLFP
nomination but had been refused. |

in a scene Gamini

asked for

He had then won as an independent,
defeating both the UNP and the
SLFP. He had chosen to join the
SLFP which had only 8 seats. And
today he ﬁ‘night well be in jail but
for Dr. Colvin R. de Silva.

Said a film buff who had just read
that Vijaya will playing |
Jesus new film by |
Sunil Ariyaratna: “Christ! At Darley
Road,

soon be
Christ in a

Vijaya was playing Robert

Redford trying to play
Brando playing Mark Antony in
Julius Caesar rewritten by T. B.

llangaratne”.

Marlon
I
|

organiners who become ex-officio
‘presidents’ of the electoral bala-
mandalayas after appointment by
a Nomination Board of 5, nominated
by the party president. Nominated
....nominated....right down the
line. Those who opposed the draft
wanted to introduce the elective
principle. That was the central issue.
And on that issue, majority support
lay with those who opposed nomina-
tion. But could the debate on the
28th win over the ‘floaters’ to make
the division a narrow one?

The Debate

Far from winning over the undeci-
ded, the manner in which Mrs. B. and
her supporters conducted the debate
lost even the committed voters.
|08 may have been the highest num-
ber of committed supporters, but
clever debating tactics and persuasive
speeches may have helped them to
grab another 20 or 30 and that would
have made things quitedicey. As it
is Mrs. B., bold as ever, took
the field only to find herself
virtually alone, cannon to right
and left of her. She was hope-
lessly isolated. Or let down.

In the SLFP of old, whenever an
important decision had to be made,
the entire Cabinet turned to the
Chief, the ‘mathiniya’, and once she
made up her mind, it was a royal
command. Whenever there was a
debate (especially against the formi-
dable foes of the UNP or the Left)
or a quick solution needed to a tricky
problem, everybody turned to the
SLFP’s maestro and whizz-kid, FDB.
FDB’s only contribution that day was
a minor intervention — to deny a
charge made by Maitripala Senanayake.
But there were other capable spea-
kers — Ratne Deshapriya Senana-
yake, D. M. Jayaratne, Indrapala, etc,
Nobody spoke. T. B. llangaratne
(see “DIRTY TRICKS”), the great
compromiser tried to pour a bucket
of water on a house on fire and
waffled a bit, only to be verbally
whipped by S. K. K. Sooriyaaratchi,
an extremely able Sinhala speaker.

Mrs. B. had only one musketeer at
her side, son-in-law, Vijay Kumara-
natunge.

In her opening speech which was
made for obvious psychological
reasons from a ‘position of strength’
(““the doors are open for those who
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Nk o
Anura : Adroit political footwork

want to leave the party” etc), Mrs. B.
stated her case for anew constitution.
It was not, insiders said, one of her
better speeches, but she did give her
side of the story, her account of the
crisis. It is based largely on a
conspiracy  theory — plotters in-
side and reactionaries outside, along
with an international  conspiracy
which toppled such figures as Indira
Gandhi, and Bhutto. In her second
speech which was by all accounts one
of the worst she has made, she
mentioned the C.I A.

At this point, an ex-MP shouted
something about “Cheena money”
just one of the many rude interjec-
tions and interruptions itself an act
of defiance unpredenented in SLFP
history.

The battle-plan of the other side
had been far better laid. Maitripala
Senanayake outlined the main events
in the ongoing crisis — the Attana-
galla controversy, the D.C. fias-
co, the new constitution which
was ‘sprung’ on him. The rest,
Anura, Sooriyaaratchi, Wijesiri etc
then struck with full force and
perfect formation. I[n that atmosp-
here it was obviously wise not to
take a vote.

After the battle

[t is neither pleasant nor intelligent
to expose the fresh wounds of war
or recent battle scars. Understanda-
bly, the SLFP has tried to play down
the significance of June 28. The
party secretary and party press are
accusing the “government and client
press” (Lake House, Times, SUN) of
much ado about nothing....or
nothing much. Actually this is quite
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unfair to the SUN group, and parti-
cularly to its political correspondent,
the absent MIGARA, who in the
somewhat odd company of some
myopic Maoists and sundry Marxists,
has been an ardent believer of ‘Sirima
_charisma’. Even the CDN, a few
days before the event, estimated the
balance as ‘“roughly equal” and
predicted a Sirima victory if an open
vote was taken.

Migara, in fact, followed the official
SLFP line in pooh-poohing the 48/47
vote in the SLFP’s Working Commit-
tee in March by arguing that if Mrs.
B. had voted it would have been 48/
48, and her casting vote would have
made it 49/48 ! The L.G. took a
different view. Our perspective
was the SLFP’s past, the
singularity of its structure of
command, and its decision-
making process. To demand
a secret ballot was unpreceden-
ted; to defeat the leader even
by one vote was historic. In
short, numbers did not matter;
the trend was all important.

The present effort at playing down
June 28 is even more unconvincing.
Just three days before the meeting,
the DINAKARA paraded a banner
headline which is probably unique in
press history (See cover). Screa-
ming that the scurrilous pamphleteers

DIRTY TRICKS

WHEN Mrs. B. referred to the
CIA, TBl and S. D. Bandaranaike were
' seen clapping. But the CIA, KGB
or even our local sleuths could not
have produced those clumsy forgeries
and doctored documents ~ which
embarrassed two senior SLFPers,
Maithripala Senanayake and T. B.
llangaratne. A scurrilous pamphlet
about Anura carried Maithripala’s
parliamentary frank., while an undated
letter by TBl protesting against the
dictatorial order of Mrs. B. who
had got his name dropped from the
list of speakers at the Bandaranaike
| Commemoration Meeting had been
circulated to Committee Members.
| The letter in fact had been written
three years ago! The CIA’s
Tricks Department and the
“agit-prop’”” would have hid
heads in shame.

Dirty
KGB’s
their

were ‘“possessed”, it irwoked the
help of the printer’s {je\‘nl.‘ 50 to say,
to give an impressiomstic.:'llustratlon
of the ‘‘possessed plotters . On the
day after ‘Bloody Sunday Dinakara
sheepishly tucked away the news at
the bottom of page one proclaiming
a defeat for the UNP. More note-
worthy is a question-and-answer
interview in the NATION, not only
because it presents an intelligently
argued case against any would-be
UNP critic and makes some attempt
to face up to the main question, but
also because there is a remarkable
stylistic affinity between the inter-
viewer and the interviewee!

Each incident may be regar-
ded as an episode or, to change
the metaphor, a battle in a
protracted war. But each time
Mrs. B. goes into battle (or is
pressed by her advisers to do)
she returns (whether techni-
cally she wins or not) a little
more bruised, slightly more
exhausted, and now, one
suspects, emotionally drained.
In other words, despite the ups
-and-downs at any given
moment, there has been a
steady decline from a position
that was once impregnable.

Take the 7 point agreement of
April 22, over which the L.G.
earned an honourable mention in the
SLFP PB’s minutes for having *'scoo-
ped” the news 6 days later! Was it
an honest truce, a sincere compro-
mise or, in the minds of the master
strategists, a tactical retreat?

The advisers and managers may
keep pushing Mrs. B. into the ring in
the hope of recovering all the lost
power and prestige of the unchallen-
ged champion. They have nothing
to lose. But the strategy of winner-
take-all fights a losing battle with the
law of the downward spiral.

“Sirima’s Blitzkreig — Who Won?”
was  the challengingly sardonic
title of a characteristically Colvin R.
de Silva polemic in early 1977. If
Mrs. B. asks herself the same ques-
tion and faces up to the answer in
the privacy of her mind, the future
of the SLFP and its leader would
look not so secure and bright,
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A WORD WITH HUANG HUA

howing no signs of his recent

illness, Chinese foreign Minister
Huang Hua chatted freely without
once turning to an interpreter or
aide for the correct word or phrase.
What did he think of the |IOPZ
proposal? China had always suppor-
ted this Sri Lankan initiative to
eliminate Big Power rivalry from
this region. True enough. But what
| had in mind was the Colombo
conference, now postponed sine die,

Sri Lanka should continue its
efforts at the diplomatic level to
make the Indian Ocean a zone of
peace. But the concept must be a
balanced and fair one, he added.
And what did he mean by that?
All the countries of the Indian
Ocean area, including the land-locked
ones, should participate, because
their interests too were part of
the problem.

Ah, the sea/land debate which
has been raging in the UN and
in the ad hoc committee, | told
myself. At the last meeting of the
Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by
Sri Lanka’s Ambassador Ben Fonseka,
it became abundantly clear (see
L. G. July 1) that the Colombo con-
ference could not be held in August
as scheduled on account of the
negative attitude of the US and
certain western powers. Any com-
ments?

Expanionism and aggression should
be resisted from whatever quar-
ter it came, Mr. Hua replied.

How does China view the current
build-up in the Indian Ocean —
the new bases, the expansion of
the old, the recent agreements for
base facilities?

China, said Mr. Hua, stands for
the withdrawal of all foreign forces.

Before | could turn the conver-
sation to naval bases and drop anchor
at Diego Gartia, a persuasive press
photographer had quietly dragged
Mr. Hua by the arm. When | got
back to him there was time for
just one more shot.

What did he think of the
Colombo meeting of seven South
Asian nations and, in the light of
that diplomatic exercise, Sri Lanka's
application to ASEAN?

The Minister may not have heard
the last part of my question. Or,
he chose to ignore it.

“The South Asian  countries
should make every effort towards
closer cooperation and they must

July Striké

ILO ticks

The UNP government is not
faring too well on the ‘foreign
image’ front. The crucial importance
of ‘image’ to an administration whose
economic policies are so heavily
dependent on foreign aid can hardly
be over-stated.

While the TULF has plainly
mobilished its now extensive and
well-organised propaganda agencies
abroad, Sri Lanka's major trade
unions have recently scored a succes-
ion of victories in the I.L.O. and
elsewhere. (See Trends).

The propaganda war launched
abroad by the unions has been a
somewhat protracted struggle, but
the adoption last month by the
ILO’s Governing body of a report
by its Committee on Freedom of
Association is no modest success.

The CFL complained to the ILO
on many matters arising from the
July strike. The WFTU and other
international organisations of workers
adressed the ILO on the same issue.
The Sri Lanka govt., as a member
of the ILO, was asked for their
observations. An interim report was
then submitted by the Committee
and this report, approved by the
Governing body at its 216th session
in Geneva, has now been released.

“The Committee requests the
Government to send its observations
on the alleged death of the trade
union leader, Mr. D. Somapala and
other allegations concerning the mass
dismissal of strikers and refusal
to re-employ thousands of them,
the with-holding of wages and
other benefits due and removal of
the check-off facility.
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off the

move foward from the Colombo
talks, although progress may be
slow. China sees such efforts as
very positive .. very helpful in
strengthening peace and stability in
the region”.

— M. de S.

Govt.

“Regarding the Goverment’s pas-
sage in  July 1980 of state of
emergency regulations prohibiting
the recource to strikes, the Commit-
tee, whilst noting that the stage
of emergecy was lifted in September
1980, wishes to recall that the
right to strike is one of the
essential means through which work-
ers and their organisations may
promote and defend their occupa-
tional interests, and would draw
the Government’s attention to the
principle that restrictions as regards
the right to strike in essential
services should be limited to essen-
tial services in the strict sense
of the term, i.e. those whose
interruption would endanger the
existence or well-being of the
whole part of the population.

“As concerns the allegation of
arrests of workers, in particular
the trade wunion leaders, Messrs.
Gunasena, Mahanama, Alavi Moulana
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, Karunaratna
Bandara, and |.G. D. Dharnasekera,
in view of the conflicting nature
of the reasons given for the arrests,
the Commission would ask the
government to inform it of the
outcome of these court «cases,
providing copies of the judgements
handed down.

“The Committee, noting that
the right to protection of trade
union property is one of those
civil liberties which is essential
for the normal exercise of trade
union rights, would ask the Govern-
ment to consider reopening the
union offices previously housed in
government premises for use by
trade unions, in particular the I8

(Continued on page 10)



DOOMSDAY — Time for an
anti-nuclear movement?

n the Doomsday Clock, it is
Othree minutes to midnig_ht.
This edge -of -the —abyss warning
comes from the independent and
internationally reputed Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) wh'ch issued its 1981 Year-
book recently. The enhanced accu-
racy of atomic weapons ‘make'f
them likely to be *seen as suitable
says the report “for fighting rather
than deterring war”.

Describing President Reagan’s deci-
sion to increase US military spen-
ding by 99 to some 329 of the

Hoodwink...?
No chance

r. Thomas |. Watson, former

IBM President and US Ambas-
sador to Moscow under President
Carter has urged the US to resume
arms limitation talks. In a commen-
cement address to Harvard Univer-
sity graduates, Mr. Watson said by
overwhelming odds, the result of
any use of nuclear weapons would
not be a victory. It will be an
all out war and total destruction”,

Pointing out that Mr. Reagan had
promised to ‘“negotiate as long as
necessary to reduce the numbers
of nuclear weapons to a point
where neither side threatens the
survival of the other”, Mr. Watson
observed that ‘‘those negotiations

have not yet started, and dangers
escalate’.

“It is not true that treaties are
futile” he continued. The Russians
do keep agreements provided each
side has an interest in the other’s
keeping the agreement ... | do
not see the Soviet Union becoming
more pro-American. | do not see
a revolution around the corner. I
d_o. not foresee a demise of the
rigid system or the rigid thinking
that runs it. And | see no chance
that the Soviet leaders will be
hoodwinked by Protracted negotia-
tions while we try to jump ahead
of nuclear arms”.

(UPI report)

“We are currently facing the pros- |
pect of a dramatic change In nu- |
clear weapons policy. I personally
believe that the development of even ‘
more accurate atomic weapons indi-
cates a very dangerous political shift.
Instead of developing nuclear wea- ‘
pons as a deterrent our leaders are
coming round to their theory that
it is possible to fight a nuclear war
and survive. A particularly worry- |
ing side is the decision by President |
Reagan to increase US military |
spending by 99 to some 329, of
the Federal budget by 1984. I think
I can safely predict this will result
in 2 new and dangerous arms race
between the superpowers as the Soviet
Union will feel obliged to follow
the American lead”

— Dr. Frank Barnaby, r

SIPRI Director. !
budget by 1984 (it adds
up to L|.5 trillion dollars) as «a
particularly worrying side’” SIPRI’s
director, Dr. Frank Barnaby <safely
predicts” that this will result in
“a new and dangerous arms race".

federal

Dr. Barnaby has no confidence in
“our political leaders to do any-
thing significant in the arms and
disarmanent field. . . .the onus now
lies upon public opinion to bring
about a saner world”.

In western Europe public opinion
has produced a vigorous antinuclear
movement which has launched a
furious campaign against the attempt
to deploy US Cruise missiles and
Pershing |l’s on European soil.
Ever since the USS Midway
entered Japanese ports after mano-
uevres in the Indian Ocean, there
have been regular protest demonstra-
tionsin Japan. Although the Gulf and
the Indian Ocean area is the focal
point of the new military build-up,
there is no organised anti-nuclear
movement in this part of the world.
Is it time for Sri Lanka to give
the lead?

THE NUCLEAR NIGHTMARE

dequate words are lacking to

express the full seriousness of
our present situation. It is not just
that the US is for the moment on a
collision course politically with the
Soviet Union, and that, the process
of rational communication between
the two governments seems to have
broken down completely; it is also—
and even more importantly—the fact
that the ultimate sanction behind
the conflicting policies of these two
governments is a type and volume of
weaponry which could not possibl,
be u:lsed without utter disaster for
us all.

For over thirty years wise and
farseeing people have been warning
us about the futility of any war
fought with nuclear weapons and
about the dangers involved in their
cultivation. Some of the first of
these voices to be raised were those
of great scientists, including outstand-
ingly that of Albert Einstein himself.
But there has been no lack of others.
Every President of the United States
frormiglaméglb)tN&wmm%md@&:ioj‘mu..y
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(Generally regarded as the architect
of “Containment"’ — the policy of con-
taining communism, George Kennan
was US Ambassador in the Soviet Uni-
on in the last years of Stalin and later
USAmbassador to Yugoslavia. He is
now Professor Emeritus at the
| Institute for Advanced Study at
| Princeton. These are excerpts from
his acceptance speech on receiving
The Albert Einstein Peace Prize.)

Carter, has tried to remind us that
there could be no such thing as
victory in a war fought with such
weapons. So have a great many
other eminent persons.

How have we got ourselves into
this dangerous mess? Let us not
confuse the question by blaming it
all on our Soviet adversaries. The
have of course, - their share of the
blame and not least in their cavalier
dismissal of the Baruch Plan so
many years ago. They too have
made their mistakes, and | should be
the last to denyit. But we must
remember that it has been we

(Continued on page 10)



MIR ON CHILE, LATIN AMERICA

‘The tendency is towards
increased struggle’

delegation of the Chilean MIR

(Movement of the Revolution-
ary Left) visited the PLO recently.
The delegation consisted of Roberto
Moreno, member of the Central
Committee of MIR and Chief of
the Exterior Work Commission;
Luis Marcelo, member of the
Exterior Work Commission responsi-
ble for Africa and the Arab Nation;
and Luis Arriagada, member of
Exterior Work Commission. The
delegation visited various institutions
of the PLO in Lebanon. They
also met with leaders in the PLO.
“Palestine” conducted the following
interview with Comrade Moreno.

Q: Can you give us some back-
ground to the Chilean Struggle and
the work of the MIR?

A: The struggle for freedom
and democracy in our country is
an old struggle. For more than 50
years the Chilean people have
generated a democratic struggle
which has increasingly developed.
This was the way in which Chilean
workers were able to form their
own organizations, their own political
parties and they have come to
reach an important degree of unity.
This makes it possible to think
that under certain internal and
international conditions the workers
and the popular movement in
Chile can take as its task the
conquest of power and can effec-
tively continue this process of
developing democracy. In the case
of these favourable conditions we
think it was necessary to confront
the army aggression supported by
the dominent class and imperialism.
We think that this is the way to
daily make democracy more exten-
sive.

Our part was created in 1965.
Since this time we have been
developing among the masses a
concept of furthering the political
and the military struggle. Before
1970, we engaged in many armed

‘the masses.

operations. Some months before
the elections in 1970 we stopped
them because we thought at that
time that it wans't good to
launch military operations given the
expectations which all Chilean people

had for the elections of 1970 and
especially for the development of
a truly popular movement. We

stopped our armed actions, but
we continued with our work among
During the three
years of the Popular Unity govern-
ment, we had a large following
among the workers, peasants, among

the students and other popular
sectors. There was a sector of
the masses which had acquired

with some influence the perception

and organization to form a front
against a military putsch. We
didn't have the weapons. This
sector of the masses did resist
the military putsch and the other
sector directed by the Popular

Unity participated also, but defeat
was inevitable. This is the religion
and line which the MIR has main-
tained from this experience.

Q: Can you give an assessment
of the current situation now in Chile?

A: We think that the past year
has witnessed important changes in
the national situation.  All the
changes favor the revolutionary
struggle. The most important change
was the change in the political line
which the Popular Unity has main-
tained since 1973. They are now
thinking in a new way about how
to defeat the dictatorship in Chile.
This has produced an important
re-evaluation among all the parties
of the Chilean Left. It promises
more potential in the future for
the popular struggle both politically
and military. The reason for this
change is first due to the develop-
ment and stength of the popular
resistance in Chile.

During the past three years, it
was possible to form a configura-
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tion of social, political and military

forces which defined all their
actions  with the concept of
defeating the dictatorship. In 1980,

the dictatorship took a new step
in deciding to hold onto power
indefinitely.

In December of last year, the
level of common understanding in
the Popular Unity was raised. It
was agreed that the dictatorship
must be crushed — that there is
no possibility of a gradual trans-
formation of the dictatorship.
Secondly, we agrecd that Christian
Democracy is not an alternative to
the military regime and therefore,
the Left must develop its own
forces and become the alternative.
The priniciple parties all agreed on
these points. The accord was about
the necessity of developing the
political struggle with the military
struggle. It was possible and
necessary. From this, we think
that the process of strengthening
the popular resistance will be
enhanced and also the comprehension
of the vanguard sector of the
mass movement. We must cut
down the dictatorship by means of
a generalized military and political
struggle which will enable a rise
in the level of military confronta-
tion. We believe that there will
be an increase in this kind of
struggle this year.

Q: It appears that U.S. imperialism
is preparing a new reactionary
offensive in Latin America. What
happens in Chile is not isolated
from the regional situation in the
Southern Cone as a whole. What
effect does the regional situation
have on internal developments in
the Chilean struggle?

A: We don't think that the
election of Reagan represents a
particularly new element in U.S.

policy. The counter-offensive began
some years ago. Reagan is only a
better or worse representative of

9



this policy. We do not think that
it is the problem of one man.
We are confronting an offensive
made by U.S. imperialism in its
totality. The internal contradictions
inherent to international imperialism
and the correlation of world forces
will not be affected by the election
of Reagan. In other words, we
are confronting a more aggressive
policy of imperialism which requires
a more serious and stronger
answer. But in this confrontation,
we have on our side strength and

reason.

The aggressive attitude which
imperialism is developing at this
time also operates in our country.
We can see that in the past few
months the Pinochet dictatorship
has hardened its internal policies.
This is far from being a demon-
stration of the strength of the
dictatorship. It is a demonstration
of its weakness which will cause
the internal resistance to increase.
The unity of the Chilean popular
movement will become closer. The
revolutionary line will be streng-
thened within the mass movement

It is necessary to state clearly
that since 1975, there was a
generalized rise in the level of the
popular struggle In the Southern
Cone — in every country with
differences of degree, with a higher
or lesser level of development of
the vanguard — but in general, the
tendency is towards increased
struggle. Really, the counter-re-
volutionary offensive which began
with the military coup in Brazil in
1964 and continues with the putsch
against Torres in Bolivia and in
Argentina and in  Chile — this
offensive has come to an end. A
sign of this is the class struggle
in the Southern Cone. It's not an
equal process. We think that in
Chile the struggle was more deve-
loped, but we see that the progress
attained in Uruguay and the possi-
bilities and potential in the Bolivian
-Peruvian  situation will all be
interrelated with the advance in
Chile or in any one of the other
countries in a similar way to
what’s happening in Central America.
We think that there is a general
relationship of the popular offensive
in the conjuncture of the Latin
American  countries. We don't
think that increased struggle is an
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immediate thing, but its 2 process
of two or three years or longer.
But it is succinct and U.S. imperi-
alism cannot resolve it and naturally
will fight. We must be prepared
to confront it in every way
possible. We must raise the level
of cooperation between the revolu-
tionary forces on the whole
continent. But we are assured that
in this confrontation U S. imperialism
will suffer a most important defeat,

a defeat which will change the
correlation of forces internationally.
The defeat will have the same
importance as the defeat caused by
the victory of the Vietnamese
people in 1975. We think that
after this, the world system of

imperialism will not be the same.
North American imperialism  will
suffer important changes. @

The nuclear...
(Continued from page 8)

Americans who at almost every step
of the road, have taken the lead in
the development of this sort of
weaponry. It was we who first
produced and tested such a device,
we who were the first to raise its
destructiveness to a new level with
the hydrogen bomb; we who intro-
duced the multiple warhead; we who
have declined every proposal for the
renunciation of the principle of
“first use”, and we alone, so help us
God, who have used the weapon in
anger against others, and against
tens of thousand of helpless non-
combatants at that.

We are confronted here with two
courses. At the end of the one lies
hope—faint hope, if you will—uncer-
tain hope, hope surrounded with
dangers, if you insist. At the end
of the other lies, so far as | am able
to see, no hope at all. Can there
be —in the light of our duty not just
to ourselves (for we are all going
to die sooner or later) not of our
duty to our own kind, our kind, our
duty to the continuity of the
gener:f.tions. our duty to the great
experiment of civilised life on this
rare and rich and marvellous planet—
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ILO ticks...

(Continued from page 7)
unions listed by one of the com-
plainants which have been sealed
since 18th July 1980.

“While noting the Government’s
statements that it will not negotiate
with various employees b:cause
they vacated their posts during
the general strike and were most-
ly public servants who are not
covered by Convention No.98 the
Committee would ask the Govern-
ment to reconsider its position
in this respect, having regard both
to the principle that the right to
bargain freely with employers with
respect to conditions of work
constitutes an essential element in
freedom of association and to the
fact that Conveation No.98 does
apply both to the private sector
and to nationalised undertakings
and public bodies, it being possible
to exclude from such application
only public servants engaged in
the administration of the State,
that is, those acting as agents of
the public authority.”

can there be, in the light of these
claims on our loyalty, any question
as to which course we should adopt?

In the final week of his life,
Albert Einstein signed the last of
the collective appeals against the
development of nuclear weapons
that he was ever to sign. He was
dead before-it appeared. It was an
appeal drafted, | gather, by
Bertrand Russell. | had my diffe-
rences with Russell at the time, as |
do now in retrospect; but | would
like to quote one sentence from the
final paragraph of the statement,
not only because it was the last one
Einstein ever signed, but because it
sums up, | think, all that | have to
say on the subject. It read as follows:

“VYe appeal, as human
beings to human beings:
Remember your humanity,

and forget the rest.”



MISCELLANY

THE MAN
STYLE

J Gravitas....gravitas" repea-

ted H. A. J. Hulugalle grave-
ly as he singled out the quality
that he admired most in Dudley
Senanayake. We were at the
Municipal grounds watching a Gov-
ernment vs Opposition cricket
match in aid of some charitable
cause or other which | have now
quite forgotten. But the conver-

sation | remember well. It was
one of my rare encounters with
the Grand OIld Man of local

journalism. As usual, he was work-
ing on a book — 100 years of the
Colombo Municipal Council, | think,
it was.

Many years later | spotted him
at the Taprobane bar but did not
dare to disturb his quiet and lone-
ly meditations. A sandwich, a cup
of tea, and the* Daily Telegraph”.
(I had expected the London Times,
though). A study in gravitas?

The man was the style. All his
journalistic writings were neat,
orderly compositions. No purple
patches, no striving for effect, no
fuss at all. That’s the way, | am
told, of his going too. Peacefully
in his sleep. 82. A full life, and
a comforting conviction, | guess,
of much fulfillment.

The
Street

“stylists” came to our Fleet
with the next generation —
Tarzie Vittachi, Jayantha Padma-
nabha, Reggie Siriwardene, Denzil
Pieris, Tori de Souza and H.D.
Jansz that frail ghost-like figure
who haunted the corridors of Lake
House and confounded young re-
cruits by wielding a deadly quill.

Now all ‘style’, the sedate im-
personality of the Hulugalles and
the many-splendoured individuality
of the others, has gone out of
journalism. The Information Dept.
has taken over the press, and
another generation awaits its libe-
ration from the press release.
Death has laid such a heavy hand
on the spirit of journalism that a
hopelessly destitute ‘Daily News’

IS THE

got the dead to bury the dead
by resurrecting a profile of H. A. |.
written by the late D.B. Dhana-

pala at least fifteen years before
he died in 1971.

A Hulugalle anecdote may relieve
us from such depressing thoughts.
Accredited as our first Ambassador
to Israel, he never made it. The
1956 MEP victory and the Suez
crisis stopped him in his tracks.
At Amman airport, in neighbouring

Jordan, he asked the taxi driver
to take him to Thomas Cooks.
His Excellency (he was Ambas-

sador to ltaly) must have sat back
to enjoy the landscape (or read
his favourite paper) because half
an hour later he was speeding on

a desert road.... “Thomas Cooks”
he told the driver, tapping him
on the shoulder.... " "Damas-Cus,
Damas-Cus’ nodded the man and
drove on towards the Syrian
border.. ...

Top Marks for Marcos

THERE is a case to be made
after all for Sri Lanka's ardent,
if somewhat gauche, wooing of

ASEAN. In power 16 years, eleven

under martial law, Marcos was so
sure of his re-election as Presi-
dent that he fixed the ASEAN

Foreign Ministers’ meeting for the
day after the polls. He is a well-
tested hand at holiding ‘free’ elec-
tions or the nationwide referen-
dum with the easily predictable
result. With all the major parties

boycotting the contest, he was
the “only real runner” said the
FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC RE-
VIEW ‘“with his sole opponent

barely campaigning’. Marcos predic-
ted he would get 859 of the
vote. Though Reuter and other
agencies reported a 509, turnout
in Metro Manila, Marcos ended up
with 889!

““Questions are being asked about
how democratic is the democracy
he has established” wrote Kevin
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Rafferty who covered the election
for the F. T. His report from
Manila said : “The major political
parties in the end refused to fight
an unequal presidential election.
Even so there were allegations of
ballot stuffing and other incidents.”

Which goes to show that with
some Filipino expertise channeled
through ASEAN Sri Lankans inex-
perienced in ballot stuffing and
allied (ASEAN) arts and crafts do
not have to suffer the embarrass-
ment of transporting ballot boxes
to three-star hotels crowded with
four star politicians, and two-star
officials and servicemen.

Gift of the gab

THE PRESS is doing Anura proud.
In the thick of the SLFP battle
the triumphant Anura was given
super-star treatment by all the
English language Dailies while the
“macho” Vijaya, the Charles Bron-
son of the Sinhala screen, only
earned a passing mention. That'’s
class (if not caste) discrimination
for you.

Incidentally, Anura did not say
that Sanjay had no sisters. The
Dinakara where sister Chandrika
is more or less in command had
written about Sanjay and filial loyal-
ty a few days before the crucial
meeting. Anura’s reply “but Sanjay
had an advantage —he had no bro-
thers-in-law’’. (He also reminded
his mother that sons-in-law come
and go).

The parliamentary Bandaranaikes
have a reputation for wit and
humour, often with a touch of
the risky, the salacious and the
obscene. FDB's latest is that the
UNP has made “an A (R) SEAN
of itself”. At the YMBA Anura

twitted a prominent politician who

“cut his teeth in the SLFP but
has now lost his dentures in the
UNP".

— The Spectator



Tamil grievances since 1977

Sunil Bastian

et us begin from 1972 when

T.U.L.F. was formed. The
grievances of the Tamil speaking
people were mainly in the follo-
wing areas: Land colonisation; Employ-
ment; Education and Language.
What had happened to these grie-
vances since 1977 —i. e. during the
present regime! These should be
considered In the context of the
overall development model adopted
by this regime. The main emphasis
in this model, inspired by the
advice of the IMF, is to cut down
on consumption by reducing the
resources allocated for welfare
measures and subsidies, and to
attempt economic growth - through
private initiatives, local and foreign.
Development programmes are heavily
dependent on foreign sources of
finance, either in the form of
direct investments or as aid.
Foreign sources are also sought to
overcome the balance of payments
difficulties. How would these trends
have influenced Tamil grievances’

Land Colonisation

Concerning Land colonisation, the
major project is the Mahaveli. Data
on the ethnic composition of the
settlers in the H areafor example,
shows that it is almost 1009
Sinhalese. These settlers had
been drawn from different electo-
rates and no attempts had been
made to create new settlements
comprised of people of the North
and East which would have redres-
sed some of the earlier discrimi-
nation against Tamil speaking people.
One wonders whether the future
settlements in the Eastern parts of
the country covered by the Maha-
veli programme will change the
ethnic composition of the popula-

tion in these areas, as it had
happened in the past.
But the major question that

arises from the present development
efforts in agriculture is whether a
process of land concentration in a
few hands, will take place. Will
the scale of the investments in
Mahaveli, to get an adequate return
within our capitalist system, the
government has no option but to
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encourage large scale capitalist far-
ming which would mean 2 consoli-
dation of land in few hands. Re-
search shows that in earlier schemes
like Gal Oya such a process of
land transfer had taken place. In
the already settled areas of the
Mahaveli the same is happening albeit
at a faster rate. In the H area
land has been alloted to the
Ceylon Tobacco Company and
the idea of agricultural free trade
zones is with involvement of foreign
capital is already in the air. All
this would mean that the amount
of land available for distribution
among the people will be less and
the minority communities, always
discriminated against when available
resources are distributed, will have

even a lesser chance of getting
land.

The Jaffna farmer

The liberalised import policies

of this government have also affected
the Jaffna farmer. Jaffna had
developed an intensive form of
cultivation specially in subsidiary
crops. The increase in prices of
the inputs and the flooding of the
market with imports has seriously
affected the Jaffna farmer.

Employment

According to the Central Bank
Report of 1980 the total employ-
ment generation during the past
three years was as follows: 1978-
145,000, 1979-115,000, 1980 -18,035.
The decline in employment
generation after an initial
boom is significant. This para-
llels the trends in economic activity.
The total Middle East migration in
1978 was 8082 and 9423 in 1979,
The sectors where employment
generation took place consist of
Construction (Mostly Mahaveli, IPZ,
Housing  construction and urban
development, and Tourism), Planta-
tions (699, of the total increase
in 1979) and trade. Geographi-
cally, this economic activity
was not located in Tamil
speaking areas except for some
self employment in trade and
few tourist construction sights.
The Job Bank scheme through
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which most of the lower grade
vacancies in the state sector
are filled, excluded the elec-
torates represented by MPs
from the opposition parties,
including the T. U. L.F. Thus
it practically sealed off people
from Tamil speaking areas from
state employment. The leader
of the Opposition in the
course of the debate on the
D.D.C. s stated that people
from Tamil speaking areas
did not even constitute 29
of those who got state emp-
loyment between 1977 and 1980.
With the steep reduction of the
employment generation capacity of
the entire economy, and with the
state sector having to cut dowp
the number employed in keeping
up with the IMF enforced reduc-
tion in government expenditure,
the competition for the few avaj.
lable jobs will rise. At the same
time. within the existing capitalist
framework, the reduction of ‘hands’
in the state sector is the only
method available to make them
economically viable. In such a sjtu-
ation of increased competition for
the few lobs available, there s
greater probability that the discri-
minatory policies, (already brought
to our notice by the leader of the
Opposition) will become worse.

The allegation of discrimination
in education was in the field of
entry into higher education. In
secondary education Mannar,
Vavuniya and Batticaloa are
least developed districts
in terms of facilities. This
remains the same today. In higher
education why did the introduction
of admission formulae take place
in the seventies? The government
explanation was based on the media
of instruction and the alleged
overmarking by the Tamil exami-
ners. The Commission oppointed
by the government did not find
this to be true and that only
Tamils will resort to this type of
activities can be maintained only
by a racist. But why did such
allegations arise only in the seven-



ties?  This should be explained
because examinations in the mother
tongue had been canducted in the
Arts stream from the sixties, and
no such accusations had been heard
before.

The underlying reason for the
introduction of these formulae was
“the increasing competition to enter
into the universities where the
available space was not expanding
and the number of those aspiring

for places was increasing. In the
seventies the competition for the
Science faculties became specially

acute, and it was then that admi-
ssion formulae were first introduced.
The result of the standardised
marks was the increase in the
proportion of Sinhalese in Science
faculties at the expense of the
Tamils. In the Arts stream the
situation was not affected in such
a manner. The district quota sys-
tem gave added advantage to the
few Sinhalese students from privi-
laged families who managed to come
up to the grade 12 in the Science
stream in the districts.

What had happened since 19777
Cut down on the welfare system
makes it still more difficult to
expand facilities in higher education.
In fact the government is encoura-
ging private initiative in higher
education. In the meantime the
education authorities are experi-
menting with formulae. The pre-
sently operating formula for admi-
ssions discriminate against students
from Colombo and Jaffna districts.
But these are districts where, in
grade 12, we find students from
relatively underprivilaged sections
of the society, since in these areas
educational facilities are more deve-
loped and have spread to some
extent. Rather than establishing an
adequate base to facilitate the ex-
pansion of education to all com-
munities, the present trends in edu-
cation seem to aggravate the dis-
parities and discrimination not only
on an ethnic basis, but also on a
class basis.

Language

Giving the status of a National
Language to Tamil, was hailed by
some as a step forward in finding
a solution to the material question.
But to what extent it really changed
the situtation.? In their day to day

life, Tamil people were and are
discriminated against because they
did not know Sinhala in two important
ways. First they had to satisfy
certain language requirements to
get government jobs and secondly
they were put into difficulties when
having dealings with the state be-
cause all communications were in
the official language. The status
of the Tamil language as a National
Language has not done much to
reduce this discrimination. Even
now, a Tamil person serving even
in a Tamil speaking area has to
comply to the requirements of the
Official Languages Act and Tamil
people have to know Sinhalese if
they are to deal with the govern-
ment successfully. On the other
hand the present economic policies
are making the knowledge of
English more important. This has
a parallel implication with the pre-
sent educational policies, in that it
will supplement the discrimination
and disparities on an ethnic basis
with those on a class basis.

Added Grievances — Violation
of Human Rights

From 1974 onwards Jaffna people
had been subjected to outbursts
of violence initiated by the so
called forces of law and order of
the state. These incidences could
be summarised as follows; 1974
Shooting by the police at the
International Tamil Research Con-
ference; 1977 August Police on
rampage in Jaffna followed by
communal violence in the whole
country; 1979 July-Emergency in
Jaffna, arrests and six deaths re-
ported; 1981 June-Police and Army
on rampage again. WVhat we notice
is within the past four years major

incidents of violence, had taken
place in Jaffna within two year
intervals. In between these out-

bursts, the rounding up of people,

house to house searches, and other
forms of harassment take place
regularly. Such regulations like the

Anti Terrorist Act give wide powers
to the Police and Armed forces
to carry out these deeds. The
number of people arrested and
kept in custody is not not known.
There had been allegations of tor-
ture being used widely. Those
of us who react to the situ-
ation in Jaffna oniy when
there are large scale out-
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bursts of overt violence, fail
to realise that violence prac-
tised by the organs of state
security have become a part
of every day reality of Jaffna.
Oppressed more than any other

section of our population by the
injustices of our capitalist system,
with its deepening crisis, Tamil
people are standing up to this

oppression with Jaffna peninsula as a
centre of grim resistance. In this
process they are already resorting to
violent methods. The state is reac-
ting to this with violence using
the Police and the Armed forces.
Therefore in present day Sri
Lanka, in the National (Tamil)
question we have the main
point of contradiction of our
society.

D.D.C.s — How far is it a
solution?

Even the Presidental Commision
that was appointed before the
establishment of the D.D.C.s, did
not think of it as a direct solu-
tion to the national question. But
some expect D.D.C.s to be astep
in the right direction because it is
expected to bring about some sort
of a devolution of power to the
districts and facilitate the participa-
tion of people at the district level
in the development programmes.
But is this really possible?

In the analysis of the structure
and the composition of the D.D.C.s
the everwhelming power of the
Executive Committee headed by the
District Minister has been pointed
out. It is claimed that this is really
an extention of the Presidential
powers through the District Minis-
ter, who will be his appointee, at
the district level. The Executive
Committee is responsible for the
implementation of the development
plans at the district level. The
function of the elected members
of the D.D.C. is only to ‘approve
the plans’ that originate from the
appropriate Minister and presented
and implemented by the Executive
Committee. Therefore in the Execu-
tive Committee of the D.D.Cs,
the President has a body that can
effectively implement the plans ori-
ginating from the centre and which
can be controlled by him. The
presence of powerless elected mem-
bers gives an illusion that there is
popular participation at the bottom
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and through that device the govern-
ment had sold the, word ‘decentral-
isation” to those who for a long
time in this country believed that
a solution to the national question
of this country could be found
through some form of decentralisa-
tion.

ls decentralisation of economic
development really possible in the
context of the developmental model
presently followed? . All the major
development programmes carried out
at present (Mahaveli, IPZ, Housing
development, Colombo Master Plan
and Parliamentary complex, Master
Plans for Tea and Rubber, Expan-
sion of Sugar cultivation, Fisheries
mechanisation, Fisheries harbour deve-
lopment and other part improve-
ments, Large industrial projects like
Urea factory and Prima, etc.) are
of the type that need centralised
planning aud implementation. They
are capital intensive and has a large
componient of foreign investment,
either directly or as aid. These
will be directed by authorities
at the Centre, in liaison with
the sources from which foreign
capital emanates. Even the Inte-
grated District Development Pro-
gramme is one financed by the
World Bank and implemented by
the Ministry of Plan Implementation.

Government has not made any
provision for true decentralisation
through the D.D.C. bill and cannot
do so due to the very nature of
its development programmes. On
the contrary, the trend is in the
other direction-greater centralisation.
The Constitution had created a
strcng excutive (President) that can
carry out much of the development
activities with the help of a tech-
nocracy and a bureaucracy collected
around it. It does not have to
answer to the parliament nor can
the parliament control it through
funds. Parliament is also made sta-
ble by eliminating defections that
can bring down a government. |In
the proportional representation sys-
tem the party put forwards a list
of candidates, who, after being elec-
ted, will be completely under par-
ty control. People are also expec-
ted to vote for the party and not
to individuals during the elections.
All this had created a political
structure that can have stabilty

(Continued on page [6)
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The plantation workers

Marxist movement
SELF — CRITICISM NEEDED

Jayaratne S. Maliyagoda

he plantation workers are the

major section of the Sri Lankan
working class, more than 750,000
in number. They are engaged in
the country’s large plantation
industry, where they produce 589
of our national income. In other
words their SWEAT and BLOOD
contributes massively to our national
income.

While this is true, are we trea-
ting them as human beings? The
answer is that we neither consider
them as human beings nor do we

recognise them as an important
section of the working class of
this country. At the same time

we do not appreciate the vital role
they play where our economy is
concerned.

We as Marxists, do we recog-
nise and guarantee the right of
plantation workers and other mino-
rity comunities to equality in the
political, economic, educational, lin-
guistic, housing, health, social, cul-
tural realms? Do we recognise and
defend their right to live in this
country without any discrimination?
This is the question we must ask
our (Marxist) selves. In actual fact,
the answer is negative. But one
thing must be said. In trac-
ing the history of our marxist
movement, we see that prior
to 1947 they adopted a correct
policy in relation to the plan-
tation workers and other mino-
rity communities and fought

for their fundamental rights.
In this regard | would like to
quote the Resolution adopted by

the Ceylon Trade Union Federation
led by the Ceylon Communist
Party on their Exco Meeting held

The author who was the Kandy Dis-
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Ceylon Communist Party during the
years 1969(72, is presently the
General Secretary of the Lanka

General Services Union.

on the 22nd Sept. 1944 and over-
helmingly supported by the thou-
sands of the working masses at
the Public Meeting held on the
I5th October in the same year at
Colombo Town Hall premises. The
contents of this resolution were inclu-
ded in the CTUF General Secretary’s
report for the period December
1944 which was ratified at the
CTUF special sessions held on the
Sth, 6th and 7th January 1945.
The resolution read thus: ““This
committee declares that Ceylon’s
future development will not be
along the line of one-nation unitary
state, with all except the Sinhalese
people regarded as minorities living
within this state. As in fact there
are two distinct historically evolved
nationalities in Ceylon — the Sin-
halese and the Tamils each with
their own contiguous territory as
their homeland, their own language,
economic life, culture and psycho-
logical make up, as well as inter-
spersed minorities living in the
territories of these nationalities,
this committee declares that the
constitution of a free Ceylon must
be based on the following principles:

(a) Recognition of the equality
and sovereignty of the people of
Ceylon.

(b) Recognition that the natio-
nalities (Sinhalese & Tamils) have
the right to free self-determination
including the right, if they so
desire, to form their own separate
independent state.

(¢) Recognition that the inter-
spersed minorities should have:-

(i) Statutory guarantees protec-
ting their political, social, economic,
cultural, educational, and linguis-
tic rights and their freedom of
religious worship.

(ii) Statutory abolition of privi-
leges and discrimination based on
caste, race or community.
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and the

(iii) making the infringement
of the above a penal offence under
the constitution.

(d) Recognition that the Indians,
now in Ceylon, who wish to make
Ceylon their permanent home and
adopt Ceylon citizenship should be
given the same rights and privi-
leges as any other community in
Ceylon.

There is no doubt that one who
read the above resolution would
be surprised how our marxist
movement had adopted correct policy
positions and subsequently betrayed
their own policy in relation to the
plantation workers and other mino-
rity communities. It is not my
intention to discuss the reasons for
the occurence of such drastic change
in our marxist movement, but one
thing | must emphatically say is
that this fundamental change in
their thinking with regards to the
oppressed communities resulted in
our marxist movement getting iso-
lated not only among plantation
workers, but from other minority
communities as well. [t is also a
fact that the plantation workers
and other minorities too lost the
correct guidance and this eventually
placed them in a position of poli-
tical destitution.

However the present situation
compels us to pay our immediate
attention to the miserable plight
of the plantation workers and other
minority communities and it is high
time for us to discuss how we
should defend their fundamental
rights.

It is not an exaggeration to say
that the working masses including
plantation workers (Tamils) were
disinherited from political freedoms
by the British Imperialists who ruled
this country. When the Donoughmore
Commission decided to grant voting
right to the entire peoples in Sri
Lanka, the Representatives in the
Legislative Council who voiced the
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interests of the landlord bourge-
oisie and comprador class, vehem-
ently opposed that such rights be
given to the common peoples. It
is obvious that they resolved to
excommunicate the working masses
from politics.

Since the recommendation of the
Donoughmore Commission  was that
plantation  workers (Tamil) too
should have equal political freedom,
there was no citizenship problem
and they were treated as citizens
of this country like others upto
1949. But after political Indepen-
dence, the Ist Parliament under the
hegemony of landlords and com-
prador class who opposed vehemently
universal franchise in the Legislative
Council, deprived the plantation
Tamils of their inheritance to
participate in politics. It was not
accidental that by introducing the
inhuman Citizenship Act in 1949,
the same clique who happened to
be the pioneers in the formation

of the United National Party and
gather political power into their
hands, rendered the plantation
Tamils Stateless.  This barbarous

action against the major section of
the working class in this country
by the UNP Government was not
only a violation of fundamental
human rights but it was tantamount
to declaration of war against a
section of the minority community
in this country. At that stage
our marxist movement had a
very strong position in the
opposition and they should
have used Extra-Parliamentary
action to fight against the
brutal provisions of the Citi-
zenship Act of 1949. They
could have defended not only
the rights of the plantation
Tamils, but in doing so, could
have succeeded in changing
the fate of entire working
masses in this country.

Once again we have an experience
in 1964 when the SIRIMA-SHASTRI
PACT was signed by two bourgeois
governments. This closed the doors
to the plantation Tamils who have
been affected under that agreement.
After this agreement the problems
became worse. It is obvious that
it was a definite motive of our
bourgeoisie to further the political
alienation of the plantation Tamils.
Under these circumstances, planta-
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tion workers are not orly wage
slaves in our society like the rest
of the working class in general
but they are living and working
in conditions of semi-slavery.

there are more than

At present,
Tamils in the

500,000 stateless
plantation area. Many workers have
been deported against their will.
Those who have been granted citi-
zenship rights under Sirima-Shastri
Pact do not have equal rights as
other nationals of Sri Lanka. In
short plantation workers do not
have fundamental human and demo-
cratic rights as others in this
bourgeois democratic system.

Therefore, the plantation workers
also must prepare to take direct
action in order to achieve equal
status in every aspect of funda-
mental human rights, parallel with
their struggle for economic rights.

We as Marxists must take a
correct stand and prepare to fear-
lessly defend and fight for the
rights of the plantation workers
and other oppressed minorities.

In this context we must make
the utmost effort to convince the
the urban workers and rural poor,
of the fact that without the

soli-
darity, unity and mututal support
between plantation workers and

other oppressed minorities, we
cannot achieve the Socialist Revo-
lution. Marxists should guide the
urban workers to stand up in
defence of the fundamental human
and democratic rights of those
oppressed peoples, unconditionally.

For our part itis necessary that
first we must rectify our own
mistakes and the wrong attitudes
we have adopted towards the
plantation workers. While recog-
nizing that plantation workers too
have equal rights in every aspect
as others in Sri Lanka, we must
make up our mind to fight
for the restoration of the
political and other democratic
rights which they had exer-
cised during 1931-1949.
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The plantation workers too must
realize that it is high time for
them to raise up their hands in
collaboration with the urban workers
and rural poor who are their true
friends and must prepare to fight
in order to achieve equal status
in the areas of political, education,

health, housing, employment, and
cultural. Our object is to fight
for scientific socialism in general;

political freedom, fundamental human
rights, and equal status for plan-
tation Tamils; and national liberation
for oppressed national minorities
in particular. It is necessary for
the adoption of a genuine marxist—
leninist approach to their prob-
lems so that we could buildup
our strength among all oppressed
communities on the basis of true
proeltarian internationalism. Only
then can we break the yoke of
neo-colonialism and bourgeois rule
and establish a socialist state in
the land of Sri Lanka.

Tamil grievances. ..
(Continued from page [4)

when it has to carry out unpopular
measures, in attempting to further
capitalist growth. It helps to mini-
mise the instabilty arising due to
pressures from the bottom. In
such a situation, decentralisation is
contrary to what is required.

Social contradictions are bound
to arise as a result of this form
of ‘development’. As noted earlier,
the Tamil people being the hardest
hit are already reacting violently.
Workers and students are the
other sensitive and organised sec-
tions who are also voicing their
protest disapproval. State and other
forms of violence had been used
against them too. Laws have been
formulated to control precisely
these groups. All indicators seem
to show that we are going through
a critical period of our historical
development when the contradictions
of our society are being aggravated.



SLFP_AND CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT — (3)

Monopoly capital — foreign
and domestic

Dayan Jayatilleka
6 id", a misdomer if ever there
was one, is another form, to-
gether with debt, of the financial as-
pect of neo—colonial domination. Most
of this is ‘tied-aid’, with condi-
tions. imposed in respect of how
it is to be utilized. What goods
should be purchased, from where,
how they should be transported,
in which markets should the end-
p-oducts of this aid should be
sold, etc are specified by the aid
donors. The principal members of
the Aid Ceylon Club set wup in
'65/'66 are the UK, US, West
Germany and Japan, together with
the IMF. The 1977 Budget revealed
an ‘aid’ commitment from these
sources totalling 630 million US
dollars which is the highest figure
in recent years, and also exceeds
the 1976 total government revenue
(which was around Rs. 6000 million).

Over the years the principal
condition imposed on the mendicant-
bourgeoisis of Sri Lanka has been
to insist on a shift away from
‘consumption’ towards ‘development’
i. e. a cutback in social welfarism.
The ruling bourgeoisie was always
wary of this, following the spon-
taneous mass uprising of 1953,
popularly known as the ‘Hartal’ (during
which workers were shot dead).
The Hartal was a direct response
to cuts in the rice subsidy effected
on World Bank advice. The bour-
geoisie realizes that social welfarism

is the scaffolding of bourgeois
democracy. But the pressures
have been unremitting and the

process inexorable, and all that the
Sri Lankan bourgeoisies’ remarkably
astute perception of its self interest
has been able to achieve, is to
reduce somewhat, the pace of the
cutbacks.  Still for all, there has
been steady shrinkage of social
welfarism since the mid '60s —a
process which sharply accelerated
against the backdrop of the intensi-

fied crisis of world capitalism in
the 1970s.

Sri Lankan capitalism is depen-
dent in respect of its industrial

sector too. As in other neo-colonies,
the period of import substitution
fuelled an industrial growth which
in the final analysis, proved to be
a dependent one. The import of
goods was curtailed, but the manu-
facture of these goods by the
‘national’ bourgeoisie involved
machinery and raw materials which

were themselves imported from
the metropolis. In fact the locally
manufactured item sometimes cost

more in foreign exchange than the
imported item. It has been unoffici-
ally estimated that in the 1970's
72%,—76%, of the plant, equip-
ment, raw materials and parts in
the country’s industrial sector were
imported from the metropolis.
An  UNCTAD survey on ‘The
Transfer of Technology and
Industrial Development in Sri
Lanka’ summed up the process
quite well. The report stated that
“25 industries were set up as
foreign subsidiaries in the 1960s.
The local trading community also
found that one of the answers to
import restriction was to produce
the same goods locally with the
collaboration of forcing firms for
capital goods and technology. Due
to prevailing patterns of trade and
commercial links, however, local
traders neither had the incentive
nor the technological capability to
seek alternative sources, local as
well as foreign in the selections
of foreign collaborators and to
choose and bargain for the maximum
national advantage. The preference
of local industries invariably to
collaborate with foreign manufac-
tures in making products which
they were hither to selling, raised
the bargaining power of foreign
technology suppliers to extract
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terms favourable to themselves.”
The report stated further *a large
number of industries established in
the 1970s in import substitution
lines, thus took the form of joint
ventures in which foreign technology
suppliers had an effective, if not

the majority, share in the equity
capital to exercise control. The
restrictive  condition of licence

agreements for technology supple-
mented their power to exercise
effective control over the local
industry.”

In summarizing its conclusions the
report stated that ‘in the private
sector, the spurt in industrialization
which took place in the period of
import substitution encouraged the
import of technologies from inter-
national  corporations. In the
wake of import restriction and
tariff barriers, multinational corpora-
tions, which had been exporting
their products to Sri Lanka found
themselves cut off from a fairly
lucrative though small export market,
and to compensate for this set
up manufacturing subsidiaries to
supply the local market.” (The
transfer and Development of Techno-
logy in Sri Lanka prepared by the
UNCTAD on the invitation of the
then Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs Mr. T. B. Subasinghe)

The protectionist effects of the
policy of import substitution were
thus steadily negated in many
ways by the self-same ‘national’
bourgeoisie (albiet at a different
stage of its evolution) which
initiated this policy.  Another
example of this was the convertible
Rupee Account scheme mooted by
no less a person than Dr. N. M.
Perera the Ex-Marxist, ex—Minister
of Finance, under which the earn-
ings from the export of certain
non-traditional items such as Gems,
Batiks, Fruits, industrial, and agricul-
tural and fish products were
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permitted to be retained in foreign
exchange in private bank accounts.
This foreign exchange was widely
utilised for travel abroad, the
educaton of children abroad the
import of motor cars, refrigerators,
tape-recorders and radios, wrist-
watches and an array of items
ranging from Tom Piper corned
beef and Maraschino Cherries to
San Miguel beer (value of CRA
accounts totalled Rs. 317 million in
May 1976, of which 215 million
rupees was utilised for luxurious
imports and over-consumption. The
CRA scheme was introduced in
1972. Total value of CRA accountt
in June 1973 was Rs. 17.9 million,
in December '73 54.2 million in
December '74 143.3 million, and
in May '76 317.6 million which
amounts to a 3759, increase from
the time of its introduction four
years earlier. One notes that the
facility was extended only to trade
with capitalist countries countries
and neo-colonies, and not socialist
countries such as USSR, China etc.
The plight of local manufacturers
who are unable to compete with
the newly imported item is but a
reflection of the compradorefication
that the former national bour-
geoisie has wundergone to the
detriment not only of the working
masses but also the petty bour-
geoisie. The 1977 Budget abolished
the C.R.A. scheme which was
superfluous and obsolescent in the
context of the Sadat-style ‘Open
door’ policy overtly adopted in
the Budget, a policy which is
both  consequence and  further
cause of this process of ‘compra-
dorefication.’

It is imperative to reject the
revisionist theories that the pheno-
menon of dependence under the
SLFP government was limited to
the private sector. This, in effect
is an aspect of the falacious ‘dual
economy’ thesis and must be
thoroughly criticized. Even though
the plantation sector was in state
hands, the economy was still subject
to imperialism in trade (unequal
exchange), since the prices were
determined in the world capitalist
market from which we have not
delinked ourselves. In fact, trade
ties with the E.E.C and Japan

rapidly increased over the SLFP
years. Then again, the bourgeois
state was instrumental in further
18

ensnaring the national economy
within the ‘debt trap’ set by the
IMF, World Bank, Asian Develop-
ment Bank and other neo-colonialist
agencies and countries. ~The state
played the same role in binding
down the economy with imperialist
«aid’. The state industrial sector
was as dependent on neo-colonialism
as the private sector. This was
not solely in terms of plant equip-
ment, and raw material, since neo-
colonialist capital investment took
place not only in the private sector,
but increasingly in the so-—called
public sector too. The tie-up of
the Japanese transnational Noritake
with the Ceramics Corporation in
the setting of three factories as

joint ventures is but a single
example of the tie ups between
international monopoly capitalism

and local state monopoly capitalism
during the SLFP periods.  This
phenomena was evident not merely
in the industrial sector. Two of
the largest tourist hotels in Colombo,
The Hotel Ceylon Intercontinental
and The Oberoi were Joint ven-
tures between US and India mono-
poly capitalism respectively, and
the Hotels Corporation, (while a
3rd hotel —the Alhambra/Holiday
Inn was a tie-up between US
capital and local private capital.)

Foreign capital remained entren-
ched in and continued to penetrate
tourism, banking shipping, the
manufacture of cigarettes, shoes,
textiles, pharmaceuticals, agro-chemi-
cals, electrial appliances, soap and
toothpaste, soft drinks etc.

The Ceylon Tobacco Co. which
accounts for 39/ of the country,s
GNP is a subsidiary of British Imperial
Tobacco. Lever Brothers which
manufactures soap, tooth paste and
other household toiletries is subsi-
diary of the gigantic conglomorate
Unilevers. Bata, the shoe manufac-
ture is also a transnational subsidiary.
Lankem Ceylon Ltd which manufac-
tures fertilizers, and Agrochemicals
is a joint venture with Shell, Haychem,
C. I. C. and Baurs, all 3 of which are
involved in the manufacturs of chemi-
cals have a large component of foreign
capital. Glaxo-Allenbury’s, Reckitt
& Colmans, WarnerOHudnut which
manufactures Vitamin pills, glucose
and other pharmaceuticals (and also
cosmetics) are subsidiaries of Anglo-
American  capital. Ceylon Nutri-
tional Foods which manufactures
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infant milk foods is a subsidiary of
the British based Nestle’s. Diesel
and Motor Company contains 609
local capital belonging to 3 Sri
Lankans “and 409, foreign (West
German) capital invested by Benz.
A branch of Union Carbide (U. S.
based) provides automobile batteries
for the transport sector. A large
percent of transistor batteries in the
local market are manufactured by a
subsidiary of the British firm Berec.
Most of the electric fans and sewing
machines are manufactured by USHA
a company which is dominated by
Indian monopoly capital The majo-
rity of aluminium and galvanized
sheeting, electric bulbs etc used in
most buildings are produced by firms
such as Acme-Aluminium, Galvanised
Iron industries, Ceylon Bulbs, Ceylon
Stoves etc. Hayleys and Ceylon
Oxygen are two other subsidiaries
operating in Sri Lanka. One notes
that in 1969 there were over 43
branches of British, US and West
European based MNC'’s operating in
Sri Lanka. The figure considerably
increased in the 1970’s. This is but
a short list of the transnationals’
penetration in the economy, during
the SLFP’s term a penetration which
the local bourgeoisie seeks to
indentify greatly as was indicated by
the White Paper on Foreign Invest-
ment (1972), the Foreign Investment
Guarantee law mooted (unsuccessfully)
by the SLFPin 1975 and the Free Trade
Zones now established by the UNP.

Neo-Colonialist penetration in the
industrial sector is most pronounced
in the export oriented industries and
in particular the garment manufac-
turing industries. Japanese mono-
poly capital played a major role in
this sphere, which was the fastest
growing sector of Sri Lanka Industry,

already employing over 20,000
workers by 1971. The garments
thus manufactured were exported

for the most part to the EEC coun-
tries thus further intensifying the
economic depandence on the metro-
poles. The total value of output of
the export-oriented manufacturing
industries was over Rs. 300 million
in 1973.

The expansion of export orien-
ted capitalist manufacturing in Sri
Lanka in recent years and the
intensification of this process via the
FTZ should be seen against the back-
drop of neocolonialism’s new strategy
of promoting a dependent industrial-

ization at the periphery of the world
capitalist economy. Since wage rates
are very low in the periphery, the
rate of surplus expropriation is
consequently higher than in the
metropolia, thus making it much
more profitable for transnational
corporations to invest in the ‘Third
World and locate their industries here
than in the developed West. This
path of industrial growth which is
really dependent on the West for
virtually all factors of production
with the exception of labour, is
profitable not only for necolonialism
but also for domestic big business,
which, after having matured under
import substitutionism and protec-
tionism now seeks increased access
to foreign capital, technology and

markets. All in all, this model of
growth integrates the peripheral
economies even further into the

world capitalist system under the
hegemony of the metropolitan
bourgeoisie, while sharply increasing
the drain of surplus from our count-
ries, thus leading to further disaccu-
mulation and resulting therefore in
perpetuating capitalist underdevelop-
ment. [t is the earlier-mentioned
convergence in the economic inte-
rests of international and ‘national’
monopoly capital that found expres-
sion in the U.F. Government's
White Paper on Foreign Investment
(1972), the proposed Foreign Invest-
ment Guarantee Law (1975) and
finally reached fruition in the UNP’s
Free Trade Zones.

The operation of foreign owned

banks in the country is another
mechanism of dependency. Apart
from the four fully Sri Lankan
owned banks, i. e. The Central

Bank, The Peoples Bank, The Bank
of Ceylon and the National Savings
Bank, the ten other banks function-
ing during the SLFP period were
either foreign subsidiaries or had
sizeable foreign components. These
are National and Grindlays Bank.
Chartered Bank, Eastern Bank,
Habib Bank, Hong Kong and
Shanghai Bank, State Bank of
India, Indian Overseas Banks, Indian
Bank, Mercantile Bank and the
Hatton National Bank, Towards
the tail end of its term of office,
the SLFP regime made a token
attempt to nationalise with com-
pensation the 3 British Branch
Banks, while simultaneously opening
negotiations with the First National
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City Bank inviting it to commence
operations in the country. These
negotiations reached successful com-
pletion under the present UNP
regime. (The Hatton National
Bank by the way is partly owned
by First National City Bank while
the shareholder locally is also the
owner of one of the Ilargest
business combines in the Island —
the Browns Group. This individual
who has been a flnancier of both
the UNP and SLFP has also been
a major shareholder of the country’s

then privately owned 2nd largest
newspaper group, The Times
Group.)

Criticising  the  ‘Dual-economy’
thesis, we stated in the first part
of this short essay that the
hegemony of capitalist production
relations extended to the agrarian
sphere too. To this we must add
that the feature of dependence on
neo-colonialism is also present in
Sri Lanka’s agrarian capitalist.
The majoriry of inputs required
for the type of agricultural pro-
duction Introduced with the ‘Green

Revolution” in the ’60s (under
World Bank auspices) and subs-
equent ‘Production Wars’ needed

to be imported. Chemical fertilisers,
pesticides and weedicides, tractors
etc are imported from Japan, West
Germany and Britain. During the
SLFP days West Germany in par-
ticular channeled considerable capital
to the rural sector vis-socalled
rural development agencies. The
UF Govt's emphasis on the export
of ‘non-traditional’ Items including
fruits and other agricultural pro-
duce and handicrafts meant further
integration of the rural sector into
the worid capitalist market. This
feature of dependence in respect
of inputs and markets was not
limited to privately owned agricul-
tural plots, but also embraced
co-operatives and state owned
agriculture.

Not only is the Sri Lankan
economy basically capitalist, and
not only this capitalism basically
dependent, but it has also reached
the stage of monopoly and state-
monopoiy. The former Minister of
Finance Dr. N. M. Perera made an
extremely belated discovery of this
last feature in 1973. |In his budget
speech that year, he disclosed that
(Rs. 273 million) 51.24% of the
total capital invested in the private
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industrial sector was in the hands
of 40 family groups and of this
capital 80% (Rs. 205 million) was
concentrated in the hands of Il
family groups. A brief survey
further revealed to us that of the
I54 firms that comprised the food,
beverage and tobacco industries,
95.89, of the production was
carried out by a mere 22 firms
which had a production value of
over 2 lakhs. The clothing and
leather products industry comprised
634 firms of which only 36 pro-
duced over 2 lakhs worth of goods
which in turn accouited for 86%
of total producticn. In the paper
producing industry there were 65
firms of which 6 firms which pro-
duced over 2 lakhs worth accounted
for. In the wood products and
furniture industry one single firm
producing over 2 lakhs, accounted
for over 939 of the output- |In
the chemical products sector there
were 206 firms, 26 of which were
above the 8 lakhs ‘line’ and
accounted for over 87.9% of total
production. In the metal products
industry one firm accounted for
over 1009 of the output. In the
non-metal mineral products industry,
of the 67 firms 8 were above the
2 lakhs ‘line’ and accounted for
86.9% of the out put. Of the
total number of firms 140 had an
output of over 20 million rupees

and accounted for 909 of total
output. 729% of the inputs of
these firms were from foreign
sources. This is a rough outline

of the monopolistic structure of
Sri Lanka’s capitalism under the SLFP.

The 140 monopolistic firms, which
we spoke of, were and are
concentrated in the hands of a
handful of family groups which
are inter—connected through a web
of inter-locking directorates and
inter-marriages and these devices
tie-up the state monopoly sector
with the private sector too, which
results in an even higher degree
of monopoly. (1423 Sri Lankan
persons belonging to these mono-
polistic family groups hold Swiss
Bank Accounts, a fact which was
revealed by Mr. K. Kanagasabapthy
former Deputy Governor of the
Central Bank in a court of law).

State monopoly capitalism plays
a major, almost pre-eminent role
in the Sri Lankan economy. Come
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1977, 619 of total capital invest-
ment in the entire economy belon-
ged to the state. Rail and road
transport, shipping and airlines, al-
most 509, of import export trade
and large percentage of the ban-
king sector, over half a million
acres of plantation and agricultural
land, most basic industries and
809, of textile production were
in ~state hands. Thus a large sec-
tion of the commanding heights
of the economy and the socio-eco-
nomic infrastructure were state
monopoly capitalist, while medium
scale and light industry and a por-

tion of the service sector Wwas
reserved for private capitalism
which was fostered under state

ageis and is largely monopolistic in

character. This was the pattern of
capitalist development under the
SLFP.

The fostering of private enter-
prise by the state during the SLFP
rule was achieved in various ways,
such as the granting of contracts,
allocation of foreign exchange, the
lease of properties, the granting
of commissions on foreign business
dealings, the granting of tenders and
large scale loans, tax excemption and
granting the state of sole distributor-
ships of the products of state corpora-
tions. Private enterprise in Sri Lanka,
after having matured under import
substitution and state aegis, now
exhibits a marked tendency to shuf-
fle off those selfsame statist forms,
gain access to foreign capital, tech-
nology and markets, while simul-
taneously encroaching on some sec-
tors previously reserved for state
—monopoly capitalism. This tendency
which has manifested itself in most
peripheral societies (eg. Peru, Egypt
in recent years, characterises the
second phase of the develop-
ment of dependent capitalism
in the neo-colonies. This fea-
ture of monopoly (and state mono-
poly) leads to a conclusion which
contradicts or more correctly,
invalidates the thesis that the
present phase of socio-historical
transition in Sri Lanka is that of
‘National Democracy’, ‘New Demo-
cracy’ or) ‘non-capitalist develop-
ment’. Lenin said that monopoly
capitalism is a complete material
preparation for socialism and Sri
Lanka seems to have reached this
stage.

(Concluded)
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Has Sri Lanka a housing policy
for the urban poor?

Florian Steinberg

The quality and even the quantity
of housing for different social

classes has ever been an evident
expression of class relations and
the respective differences in Sri

Lanka. In this context we find the
poor farmer’s | peasant’s house, the
estate cooly lines, the urban tene-
ment ‘gardens’ " (slums!) and the
shanty-squatter settlements in sharp
contrast to the premises of rural
landlords, estate managers or the

urban elite and even the urban
middle classess.
An overview of housing
and policies

If we investigate Sri Lanka's
housing policy since independence

in 1948 we see the governments
strong commitment to promote the
housing needs of the middle classes
and the bourgeoisie itself. Although
there has been a repetitive recogni-

tion of housing in the National
Development Plans as an economic
sector deserving  high  priority

(i. e. 209, of public investment in
the Ten Year Plan and 289 in
the later Five Year Plan), because
sufficient  housing  like  health,
education, nutrition, family planning
etc. determines the attitude to-
wards work in the prospect of a
modernizing yet underdeveloped
country, housing policy up to the
70s did not change a dent of the
eminent housing problems of the
rural and urban poor. Rather
obviously the congested, narrow
estate housing units showed in a
scandalous way how Sri Lanka's
economically most important surplus
earning labour forces was housed
in degradation and squalor, while
the tea companies and the govern-
ment were hardly scared.

The Frural housing sector has not
to provide any more flourishing
aspects. But nevertheless are the

The  author is working at the
Technical University Berlin and under-
took some research on the probiems
of slums and shanties in Colombo.

climatic and environmental condi-
tions a certain relief in regards
to the lack of basic amenities

which pose a more serious problem
on the rural population than the

actual quality, i. e. the non-per-
manent character of the rural
dwellings.

The urban situation has the

manyfold appearance of congestion,
lack of sanitarian amenities, and
acute housing shortage (even for
middle classess), the rapid deteriora-
tion of old tenements ‘‘gardens”
(the habitat of industrial and
commercial workers since the end
of last century) reducing them to
slum neigbourhoods, the increasing
numbers of non-permanent shanty
structures on squatted state or
private land — with the most pres-
sing demand for sanitarian and
other facilities.

The growth of the shanty settle-
ments has to be seen with —
although in Sri Lanka slow ! —
migration to the cities, with lack
of alternative housing and the
economic situation of the dwellers
not allowing a participation in the
(official) housing market thus being
forced to squat in order to have
a living in rather proximity to
work or employment possibilities
(casual labour, small scale industries,
petty commodity production or to
petty trade).

The slums came into being as
their owners did not care for the
proper maintanance being interested
only in rent collection to have the
highest possibie valuation of their

capital. The private housing con-
struction  being rather small in
extent since the middle of this

century did not go far beyond the
investors own direct needs, thus,
leaving only few units to the open
market. Even the public housing
schemes, fairly subsidized and for

the use of the so «called ‘“low
income groups’”, were small in
extent compared to the demand
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of the middle classes who only
could afford the monthly rents
(which were even subsidized).

Although the United Front govern-
ment’s Housing Ministry formulated
a rather progressive approach to
solve the housing problems of the
masses step by step through very
“low cost housing” (which was
still a rather expensive high rise
construction) and by improving the

infrastructural conditions of slum
areas with more basic amenitties
(implemented by the Common

Amenities Board) and by a social
housing legislation (“‘restricting ex-
ploitative landlordism and encourag-
ing the homeowner and the
developer”), the large number of
most needy “lower income groups”
did - not benefit from this policy
either. These housing schemes of
the high rise flat type which were
designated to be really low cost,
had to be subsidized to a large
extent and were even in rent terms

too expensive for those families
with an average income below
Rs. 400/-. While on the other

hand the Aided Self Help housing
schemes were regarded for semi-
urban and rural areas they did
not relieve the pressure of the
urban masses dwelling in the
Colombo Municipal Area and being
dependant on proximity to access
to work which is for many of
them (ca. 209%) small scale trading,
petty commodity production, services,
et al., i. e. selfemployment or casual
labour.

Thus in the 70s Colombo faced
at least a general housing situation
of ca. 20.000 tenement slums,
8.500 old houses (turned in to
slums and 25.000 to 30.000 shanty
units these being the accomodation
for workers, self-employed or
casual labour etc. The most of
these households are  earning
Rs. 400/~ and less, but at the same
time upper social strata can be
found in these areas as there are
small entrepreneurs and shop-keepers
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who can sometimes earn the
double or three fold income than
the average people. The living
conditions of 350,000 to 400,000
slum and shanty dwellers (50-607%,
of Colombo's population) give
evidence of their social marginaliza-
tion and their low standard of

subsistence.

Housing policy since 1977

1977 Sri Lanka's housing
is posed into the context
new grandiose development
the accelerated Mahaveli
Export Processing
Zones and Investment Promotion
Zones of a capitalist orientated
path to copy Singapore, the idea
of a new capital and the program
of 100.000 houses.

Since
policy
of the
schemes:
Project, the

This housing program consisting
of 50.000 Aided Self Help units
in the rural and semi-urban areas,
36.000 units in a Direct Construc-
tion Program (i. e. high rise flats)
for the “low income groups” and
construction loans for 14.000 units
declares the goal to settle the
the major housing problems in the
near future as it is even expected
that — following an imaginative |:4
ratio — the private sector can be
stimulated to contribute some other
400.000 units. In the context of
the above described seriously bad
housing ~ situation for the low
income earning workers and the
disintegrated groups, being thus
marginalized in relation to the
dominating  capitalistic mode of
production, we find this grand
housing development scheme being
rather ignorant of Colombo’s main
housing problems. Instead of this
the emphasis in the field of housing
is rural/semi-urban and middle class
housing provision for those families
which can pay Rs. 1000/~ and
more for monthly rent.

Major development projects of
commercial and banking premises
in the central urban areas of
Colombo are prepared by the
newly set up Urban Development
Authority (which constituted out of
the former Colombo Master Plan
Project) and a lot of money is
spent on the so called “beautifi-
cation” of the City and, not to
to forget, for Sri Jayewardena
Pura as the most ambiguous and
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costly urban project — all this to
round up the range of grand
development schemes.

Nevertheless the present govern-
ment has not attempted — along
with other approaches to cut down
the living standards through reduc-
tions in subsidies — to abolish even
the Common Amenities Board which

was inaugurated under the last
government to  provide  some
infrastructural facilities to slums

and shanties. Actually, the activities
of the Common Amenities Board
have increased following the political
and financial incentives of UNICEF
who wanted the health of children
to be secured.

Slum and shanty upgrading

Since more than two years the
Urban Development Authority has
launched several small scale slum
and shanty improvement schemes
which reflect the internationally far
more advanced discussion of practical
approaches to the massive housing
problems of the slums and to the
“spontaneous’ unauthorized settle-

ments. The philosophy behind these
testing schemes is to upgrade
housing situations by either not

touching or destroying the already

existing  housing  structures by
giving an infrastructural upgrading
of these areas or by improving

housing repairs and minor physical
renovations or at least by launching

very low cost but self-financing
housing schemes which are based
on the self help and financial

participation of the dwellers thus
giving the opporuntiy to improve
the average housing environmental
conditions if existing funds were
allocated in this way. According
to the Urban Development Authority
509 of all slums and shanties in

Colombo could be upgraded in
schemes following the described
principle.

Besides the physical aspects these
schemes follow the objective to
stimulate an integration in urban
life — which can only at least mean
the integration in the capitalist
production process, — but do not
cope with the most urgent social
problem, the lack of employment
opportunities, which together with
sanitarian facilities, with nutrition,
schooling of childern, clothing etc.
ranges in importance before housing
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in the view of slum and
dwellers!

shanty

Nevertheless the improvement-
upgrading—approach to slums and
shanties being ideologically con-
nected with the so called “basic
needs strategy’’ of western strate-
gies to cope with the structural
problems of underdevelopment was
actually strongly recommended by
foreign lecturers and experts from
the early 70s onwards. But although
it had some ideological backing
from the Ministry of Housing and
Construction (up to 1979) —as it
is a housing concept which encour-
ages ‘income distribution, through
wide spread socialization of housing

funds — it did not get off the
ground and at least would not
have been started if not foreign
grants were provided by the

Netherlands to stage the first pilot
schemes in Steuart Street (Slave
Island), Kollonawa and Henamulla.
Following an interdepartmental quarrel
the Urban Development Authority
had from its very  beginning
received the authority to impleme-
ment these improvement pilot
schemes in a open contradiction to
the National Housing Development
Authority which propagates the
destructive and expensive policy of
‘rehousing’, which means demolishing

slums or shanty residential areas.
While not being in a position to
provide new houses, it leads to

the damaging effect of deprival and
the necessary hardship of new
settlement of the rehoused in other

slum and shanty areas. This
adminstrative—-political contradiction
was further accompanied by a

rather unprecedent official ignorance

of the slum and shanty improve-
ment approach which is excluded
in festive speeches like budget

proposals in favour of projzcts to
beautify the  modernizing city
centre.

By the way in 1980 the National
Housing Development Authority’s
objection to  those  upgrading
schemes has changed a bit and it
is the National Housing Develop-
ment Authority that has to monitor
all further self help house construc-
tion, as the Urban Development
Authority is short in the relevant
and experienced manpower needed.

(Continued on page 28)



JVP : Some

questions

and thoughts

J. Uyangoda

hese series of articles was aimed

at a critical examination of some
of the views expressed by various
commentators on the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna and the April
insurrection.

The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
came to the limelight because of
the April Insurrection of 1971.
The insurrection, considered
" to be the first and only attempt
so far to appear in Sri Lanka
for the overthrow of the
established political system
through anarmed uprising, still
remains the dominant single
political, event in our post
—-war history. Since the Insurrection
was masterminded and carried out
by the JVP, it (the JVP) became

the most controversial political
organization in the Lankan political
scene.

The contemporary Lankan history,
of such magnitudes that it shook
the whole of society — economic,
social and political — to its very
foundations. This episode, with its
bloody challenge to the legitimacy
of the existing order of things,
forced everyone in politics, whether
in the right or the left, to re
~think and re-examine the wisdom
of their own thoughts, policies and
programmes etc. Those in power
had to re-adjust their policies
with a view to preventing the
occurrence of such an event in the
future. Every political party, both
bourgeois and leftist, had to regret
their indirect responsibility for
allowing such a tragedy to happen.
Every one looked around to find
explanations as to why it so happened.
The politicians debated and blamed
each other, Marxists re-read their
texts, intellectuals set about giving
long discourse and, the layman
remained bewildered. After what
has been called a temporary setback,
those who fathered the insurrection
continue to profess the Gospel of
social liberation which is supposedly

to be achieved this time by some
other means. Meanwhile life still
goes on more perilously then before.
The sickness of the entire body
-politic becomes more and more
critical, multiplying and aggravating
those same conditions that gave
birth to the insurrection. Another
breakout of insurrection?. History
has its own cunning of repeating
itself.

Naturally the insurrection aroused
a great deal of interest among poli-
ticians, scholars and the mass of people
alike. Everyone was interested in
looking for the answers to such
questions as who was behind the
insurrection? Why did it occur?
Couldn’t it have been prevented?
and so on and so forth. The
burden of finding answers was one
that scholars too volunteered to
bear.

That is how the insurrection
produced a considerably large body
of writings by various scholars and
commentators. Many writings are
yet to come. |Initially, it was mainly
journalists and a-political scholars
who produced such writings. Now,
those who were in the insurrec-
tionary movement itself have also
begun to contribute to that body
of writing thereby coming out with
hitherto unknown facts and informa-
tion. Nevertheless, irrespective of
this proliferation of writings, there
has still not appeared a comprehensive
study of the JVP and the insurrection.

Undoubtedly, a study, drawing
correct political lessons of the
experience of the JVP and the

insurrection, will necessarily be a
prologue to the Lankan revolution.

Our main objective in the present
series of articles was to raise some
important questions arising out of
the JVP and the insurrection, that
have not been raised so far. For
this purpose we set out to critically
examine the views expressed in a
set of writings selected at random.
The hitherto published writings
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— books, articles, pamphlets etc.
may well exceed three hundred in
number. Our intention was not to
examine all these writings, but to
survey a selected body of writings
that were fairly representative as
far as the generally shared views
on the JVP and the insurrection
are concerned. Reference was made
only to that limited number of
writings in so far as they were
considered relevant to the questions
we intend to raise, and give our
own explanations. The questions
we intended to raise and examine
were also confined to five main
aspects of the subject under study,
namely: i. Factors that led to the
emergence of the JVP. ii. The
origin and evolution of the JVP.
iii. Nature and class basis of the
JVP. iv. Theory and ideology of
the JVP. v. The insurrection and
its strategy.

Further our study was limited
to the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
that existed before 1971.

Although the insurrection is now
part of history, we are still living
under the shadow of that tremendous
event. The shock waves generated
by the traumatic experience of 1971

are still resonant in our minds.
If the JVP and the insurrection
were the creations of certain

objective and subjective factors, are
we not witnessing the same factors
continuing to exist and becoming
more stronger than ever? Our
economy — under the blessings from
Washington to  Tokyo — crawls
towards its pre-destined goal of
ultimate collapse.  This inevitably
results in massive dislocations in the
whole system. Once erupted, who
can say that the volcano will remain
forever stilled?

Meanwhile, the JVP which was
immediately responsible for the
insurrection, has resumed its activities
after a lapse of several years. lts
present leaders claim, with confidence,
that what they have now is a
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new and reformed party ‘“having
learnt the necessary lessons from
the past”. Has the JVP changed
at alll Yes, there are changes. An
electoral strategy appears to have
replaced the strategy of insurrection.
Apart from that, the same class
basis, the same ideology, the same
political psychology, continues to
exist as they were some ten years
ago. The present JVP, in its more
substantial aspects, is nothing but
a continuation of the same old
one. Therefore, a study of the
pre-71 JVP will necessarily be an
introduction to the post-71 JVP.

In the course of these articles,
we made the point that it was
the inability of the entire left to
mobilize politically the vast sections
of the radicalized and potentially
radical petty  bourgeosie that
prepared the immediate and crucial
background for the emergence of
the JVP. Even today, the same
situation goes on. In the absence
of a genuine working class revolu-
tionary party that can prcject the
radicalism of the petty bourgeoisie
towards true socialist consciosness,
the JVP even today finds its raison
d’etre. What guarantees existence
of the JVP, with all its perverted
revolutionism, as a political movement,
is not only the ever worsening
socio-economic crisis that conti-
neously pauperises the mass of the
petty bourgeoisie, but also the
tragic absence of a real working
class party.

Secondly we expressed the view
that even if there werea correct
proletarian  party in authentic
Marxist sense, so long as vast petty
bourgeois  sections exposed to
radicalism exists, the emergence
of a movement like the JVP cannot
be avoided. The birth and growth
of radical petty bourgeois movements
has become the rule, rather than
the exception, in all over the world
today. Therefore, the emergence
and existence of movements in the
nature of the JVP are not unnatural
at all. But what is harmful, dangerous
and detrimental to the course of
revolution, is to allow a void to
remain unfilled when a correct
revolutionary leadership emerging
from the working class itself becomes
the order of the day. Only such
a working class movement and a
revolutionary leadership can project
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the rebellious emations and revolu-

tionary sentiments of  the radical
petty  bourgeoisie towards the
constructive goal of  achieving

revolution. Only under this condition
that the occurance of April
insurrection could have been avoided.

We also traced the evolution of
the JVP, periodizing its history in
to two main phases, and we
examined how the movement failed
to roconcile the contradictions that
arose through the logic of its own
evolution. During the first phase,
from 1967 to July 1970, the entire
phenomenon of the JVP had been
moulded in a particular atmosphere
of secrecy and clandestinity. But
when it began to be exposed to
the fresh winds of semi-open
political activities, it was still a
prisoner of its own formative past.
Tailing to reconcile the contradictions
arising out of this transitional period,
the JVP traversed its own tragic
course that culminated in the April
insurrection.

Furthermore, we examined three
main views expressed on the social

nature of the JVP. With regard
to the youth character of the
movement, our conclusion is that

the theory of generational conflict
does not provide a satisfactory
explanation. Youth nature of the
JVP must be explained in terms
of both sociology and I-politics.
The entering of the Youth into
radical and revolutionary politics
has assumed such a vital importance
that the role of youth demands
serious consideration even when it
comes to the working class politics.
This becomes all the more important
since the composition of the working
class has undergone dramatic changes,
absorbing more and more young
elements to its ranks. Under the
conditions prevailing in Sri Lanka,
these young people necessarily retain
their rural petty bourgeois class
roots even after they are physically
absorbed to the urban working
class. New entrants to radical
politics they differ from the older
generations of the working class in
that they are not exposed to trade
unionist and reformist politics.
And it is these young and new
elements of the working class still,
not having been liberated from
rural petty bourgeois prejudices
who may provide the approximation
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of a working class base for
movements like the JVP. This self
_deception has already appeared
within the JVP. Therefore, the
role of the youth, both within the
working class and outside it,
in the radical and working class
politics, has to be re-examined
against this background.

With regard to the petty
bourgeois nature of the JVP  we
expressed the view that it s

essential to examine which particular
strata and sections of that particular
class that rallied behind the JVP.
Since the petty bourgeoisie is a
inherently heterogeneous class, it is
wrong to assume that the whole
class — becomes radical or revolu-
tionary. Some sections of that class
who had already rallied around
the JVP might well go to the camp
of reactionary politics, If they
believe that tha latter would
provide solutions for their problems
(which arise out of the crisis in
petty commodity production.) Beca-
use of its essentially petty bourgeois
class nature, the JVP contained and
continues to contain both elements
of revolution and reaction. To
understand correctly this dual nature
of the JVP, it is necessary to
identify separately the various
elements of the petty bourgeoisie
who found their voice in that
political movement.

Examining the theory and ideology
of the JVP we concluded that it
is a radical projection of the false
—consciousness of the petty bour-

geoisie. The radicalism of the JVP
ideology is not product of a
socialist consciousness, although it

contained some elements of socialist
ideology. And this radical projection
of the false consciousness has its
own limitations. It will remain
radical only in so far as the emotions
and sentiments of the petty
bourgeoisie remain directed against
capitalism can generate a progressive
political consciousness.

Surveying the April insurrection
in the light of its background
factors, our conclusion was that by
launching the insurrection, the JVP
fell victim to a self nurtured and
inescapable dilemma. It was a
necessary outcome of the rejection
of working class political practice.

(Continued on page 28)



CMU versus the UNP

May Wickramasuriya Joint Secretary, cmu)

| REFER td Mr. H. N. Fernando's
article in your issue of June |, 198]-
“The JVP-Then and Now".

It is amusing to note that Mr.
Fernando just couldn’t resist taking a
swipe at that favourite target of
many  petit-bourgeois  “‘leftists”,
namely, Bala Tampoe-although he
has to strain hard to make it appear
relevant to the theme of his article.

He has stated that ““‘we” (whoever
that means) are “not shocked that
Tampoe turned traitor in the largest
strike that sprang up under the
present UNP regime “because “‘in
65-70 era too he refused to parti-
cipate in all the struggles against the
then UNP Government".

For the benefit of those who may
assume that H. N. Fernando’s word
in print is the gospel truth, it is
necessary to set out the facts.

As far as | am aware the following
important struggles took place in
that period:—

(I) CMU boycott in the Port
of Colombo on demand for rhe
state take-over of the port Tally &
Protective services—Deeember |964
to Ist September, 1965. Demand
won.

(2) Post & Telecommunica-

tions strikes of five unions-
September 1965, against transfers.

(3) CMU strike in 19 compa-
nies in the tea and rubber export
trade in support of strike at
Whittall Bousteads—December 1965/
January 1966.

(4) Plantation strike on the
demand for the Special Living Allo-
wance of Rs. 17/50, called by the
Democratic Workers’ Congress -
June/July 1966. This was the
biggest strike of plantation
workers in this country’s his-
tory, involving over 2} lakhs of
workers, supported by other
United Committee of Ceylon Trade
Unions (UCCTU) unions, ie the
CMU, Ceylon Bank Employees’
Union and the Ceylon Estates Staff’s
Union. The UCCTU Unions organi.

sed a ‘motorcade’ in which represen-
tatives of these unions travelled
through the strike—bound plantation
areas, over several days, from
Yatiyantota to Badulla. Scores of
meetings were addressed by Com.
Bala Tampoe and others from
morning till about midnight each day.
No other unions supported this strike
in any way.

(5) Ceylon Bank Employees’
:.;gzon—General Strike-July

(6) CMU General Strike in
Employers’ Federation compa-
nies and CMU Port boycott in
the Port, for revision of Collective
Agreement-November 966-23 days.

(/) Ceylon Bank Emgloyees,
H;g;on—GeneraI Strike-February

(8) CMU strike in Insurance
Corporation of Ceylon- 82 days
commencing in March 1967. Resulted
in the Sansoni Commission recommen-
dations on terms and conditions of
employment.

(9) CMU strikes in Trinco-
malee Port and boycott action in
Colombo Port on demand for
nationalisation of Trincomalee
port-13th September to 29th
October 1967. Demand for nation-
alisation won despite threat by
Federal Party to break its aliance
with the Government if the port
was nationalised.

(10) CMU strikes in Ports of
Colombo and Trincomalee
against improper recruitment — 47
days — March/April 1968.

(11) CMU General Strike of
30 days — April 1968, in support
of above-mentioned strikes. (During
this strike an unprecedented event in
the history of the Left movement
in Ceylon took place when the
LSSP held a public meeting to
denounce the CMU strike),

(12) General Strike by GCSU
and other Government service
unions (CONCOM) on pay
demands — December 1968.
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(13) CMU strike of Tally &
Protective Services in ports of
Colombo and  Trincomalee — 4]
days — August/September [969.

(14 CMU strike in State
En%;régering Corp. — 2 months

(15) CMU strike in Paranthan
Chf;n;cals Corp. — 2 months
— 196

(16) Joint strike in Mineral
Sands Corporation, Pulmoddai,
CMU with MEP and ITTK-control-
led unions — 1969. (By this strike
the 42-day leave entitlement for
manual worker categories was won
in this Corporation and later extznded
to all other state corporations.)

(17) Joint strike in Petroleum
Corporation — LSSP, SLFP unions
and CMU — I3th September to
IIth October 1969. (In vlew of
the use of the armed services for
black legging, a decision for a
general stoppage of work on [2th
October 1969 was taken, in which
the whole CMU and several trade
union federations were to participate.
On the day before the stoppage
the LSSP and SLFP unions together
with the executives ‘union entered
into a backstairs agreement with
the Minister of Nationalised Ser-
vices and returned to work on
| Ith October, without the know-
ledge of the CMU. The CMU
learnt a bitter lesson regarding
joint action, particularly with the
LSSP unions).

(18) Joint strike against Oils
& Fats Corporation — CMU with

SLFP, CP (M), UNP and MEP —
controlled unions — 1969 — one
month.

(19) Joint struggle at Fishe-
ries Coropration — CMU with
SLFP and CP unions, and staff
officers union — 1969. (This was
unique struggle in which the wor-
kers; united from top to bottom,
refused to allow the Board of
Directors to enter the premises
of the Corporation and ran the

Corporation for six weeks, sen-
ding trawlers out to sea, marke-
ting the catch etc.)
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(20) CMU strikes in Ceylon

Broadcasting  Corporation —
February 1970 — 4 months (which
inspired the play Dunna Dunu

Gamuwe, the author of which took
part in the strike.)

(21) Joint strike in Ports
of Colombo, Trincomalee and

Galle, by joint front of seven
unions — CMU, CP (M), MEP, CP
(P) and SLFP — controlled unions,
Independent  Harbour Workers’

Union and United Launch Workers’
Union on demand for monthly wage
for manual categories and pay revi-
sion — 62 days commencing |2th
December 1969  (The LSSP and
UNP — controlled union called upon
all port workers to ignore the
strike call.)

(22) CMU general strike in
support of above-mentioned port
strikes — 10 days — February 1970.
(After the port strikes had gone
on for over a month all port
unions decided to call upon their
‘parent’ unions and federations for

solidarity action, but only the CMU
responded.) In a historic victory,
the long outstanding demand for
monthly pay in the ports was won
and also a pay revision.

One strike that | have not listed
above, since | do not regard it
as a struggle, is the shameful one
—day strike of January 8, 1966,
against the Tamil Language (Special
Provisions) Bill, which sought to
grant some concessions for the use
of the Tamil language. The CMU
not only did not support this
strike but denounced it.

It will be noted that the only
strikes in which unions controlled
by the LSSP (which included at
that time Mr. Fernando’s new
-found friends in the NSSP)
participated or supported were the
one-day strike of January 8, 1966,
mentioned above, the Petroleum
Corporation strike and the govern-
ment servants strike of 1968.

It is ironic that Mr. Fernando should
have selected the 1965-1970 period

as one in which BalaTampoe “‘refused
to participate in all the struggles
against the then UNP Government,”
since this was the very period in
which the CMU launched its most
historic struggles, mainly in the
state sector‘ putting forward
serious political demands, and won
such major victories as the nationali-
sation of the Trincomalee port. the
state take-over of the Tally and
Protective Services in all ports and
the monthly wage for port workers.
| have not listed all the CMU strikes
which took place in that period, since
there were 75 CMU strikes which
went beyond one month.

Thus, it will be seen that several
strikes took place in the period in
question, most of them being strikes
called by the CMU, or joint strikes,
in which the CMU participated.
Therefore, it would be helpful to
the understanding and education of
all concerned if Mr. Fernando will
state what struggles he referred to
in his article.

(Continued on page 28)
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A reply to Dr. Carlo Fonseka

Dr. S. C. Fernando

DR. CARLO FONSEKA seems to
get very irritated everytime some-
one reminds him of the class colla-
borationist politics of the LSSP and
CP. In politics it is only an adult
who has not grown out of the child-
hood mentality can dispute this fact.
It is at the peak of this class—colla-
boration, the revisionists utilized the
bourgeois state apparatus to massa-
cre thousands of youthful revolution-
aries in 1971. It is at this point that
the revisionists were completely
exposed. But the revisionists divised
new means to deceive the prole-
tariat in order to continue to serve
the bourgeoisie. This is where Dr.
Fonseka makes his contribution to
reactionary politics. He utilizes a
new method, while acting as a
‘progressive’ and a ‘materialist’ (who
propagates religion!) he misinterprets
and misrepresents the facts concern-
ing the JVP and the April uprising.
His collaborators are those enemies
of the JVP who went before the
CJC on their knees and pleaded
guilty to the charge of waging war
against the Queen. No wonder these
local agents of the Queen like the
LSSP leaders (representing primarily
the class interests of the upper petty
bourgeoisie) cannot see anything
beyond the bourgeois parliament.
Dr. Fonseka’s attempt to usher in
socialism via the bourgeois parlia-
ment will be as futile as his attempt
to reconcile Buddhism with Marxism.
His attempt to utilize religion to
cover up the most heinous crimes
of the LSSP leaders will also be futile
because there is a whole generation
of revolutionaries who witnessed
and experienced the April massacre.
These primitive theories are noth-
ing new but more than |50 years
old. These anti-marxist theories
have been developed by all known
revisionists in history and have
served only the reactionary ruling
classes.

The class-roots of revisionism
lies in the petty bourgeoisie of
modern capitalist society  This is
the class the LSSP and CP primarily
represented from their inception.
The unscientific thoughts in the fields
of political economy, philosophy and

political theory that prevailed in the
pre-marxism schools of thought,
though defeated in the main by Marx
and Engels, raised its head as a trend
hostile to Marxism from within
Marxism itself. Lenin identified this
as revisionism and carried out a
relentless struggle against it and it
is because of this struggle that he
was able to lead the Bolshevik Revo-
lution successfully. It is these revi-
sionist theories that the LSSP and
CP practised over the past 40 years.
Dr. Fonseka once again tries to resur-
rect these naive theories which have
repeatedly failed in practice. What
we see behind these attempts is the
naked class interests of a bourgeois
ideologist. Dr. Fonseka's political men-
tor that Fabian Socialist-Dr. N M.
Perera who, when kicked out of
the coalition with Sirima said it is
a tragedy that the LSSP- united
with the SLFP. (Yes UNP would
have been a better ally!)

Now once more the faithful
pupil Dr. Fonseka clings on to
Sirima’s ‘“osari pota’. This time his-
tory repeats itself not as a tragedy
but as a comedy and a farce.

Neither Marx nor the JVP main-
tained that violence begets the new
society. Marxists do not preach
violence and they know too well
the destruction caused by violence.
Marxists predict the possibility of
the occurence of violence. in the
course of sociohistorical develop-
ment. For Marx, the essential con-
tent of the socialist revolution was
the transfer of the ownership of
means of production, distribution
and exchange from private to a
public ownership. In arriving at this
it is essential to ‘smash” the
bourgeois  state apparatus and
establish the new state the revolu-
tionary dictatorship of the prote-
tariat. This is the kernel of Mar-
xism which Lenin understood and
practised successfully.  The LSSP
wants to usher in socialism via
bourgeois parliament while the
bourgeois state apparatus remain
intact This is where Dr. Fonseka
vulgarises and prostitues Marxism
in order to mislead the proletariat
once again. The form in which
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the bourgeois state apparatus is
destroyed-by peaceful or by vio-
lent means—according to Marx, will
depend on the conditions of the
given situation Marxists know too
well that it is the bourgeoisie and
their henchmen the revisionists that
depend on organized violence to
perpetrate class rule. The main prop
of the bourgeoisie is the armed
power and the Marxists will always
defend the interests of the exploi-
ted people irrespective of the
consequences. In 1971 tl)ousands of
revolutionaries rose up in arms in
solf defence at the height of vio-
lent bourgeois repression. “There
are moments in history where des-
perate struggles of the masses even
for a hopeless cause are essential
for further schooling of the ~mas-
ses and their training for the next
struggles” (Lenin) Because of the
experiences of the 1971 uprising
the JVP has been able to train
the masses for further struggles,
and the JVP took a revolutionary
leap forward in the proletarian
movements. “Marx regarded world
history frem the stand point of
those who make it without being
in a position to calculate the chan-
ces infallibly before hand, and not
from the stand point of an intel-
lectual philistine who moralises ..

it was easy to forsee..... they
should not have taken up arms..
. ... (Lenin) Herein lies the answer
to revisionists like Dr. Fonseka who

misinterprets and misrepresents the
facts concerning the April uprising.
This is the greatest uprising in
the history of Sri Lanka because
the revolutionaries who fought and
died possessed an elemental
socialist consciousness,

As far as left politics in Sri
Lanka is concerned the LSSP is
dead. CP still survives because of
its international connections, We
attribute the cause of death of
the LSSP to revisionist politics. It
is the JVP that dealt the final
death blow to the LSSP and CP.
Dr. Fonseka’s borrowed illusions
from religion might interpret the
failure of the LSSP differently,
because this is the only way by
which he can justify the holy
attachment of the LSSP to ‘Sirima’s
osari-pota.” As Lenin said it is the
socially downtrodden conditions of

2

the oppressed masses and their
apparently complete helplessness in
the face of blind forces of capi-
talism that maintain religious beliefs
It is this helplessness and despera-
tion that people like Dr, Fonseka
exploit to maintain the material
basis of capitalism. The JVP, while
raising high the banner of militant

atheism has launched a struggle
against the material conditions that
maintain religion and the success

of this srruggle in the future will
force people like Dr, Fonseka to
shed the mystical veil behind which
they hide to hoodwink the masses
in order to serve the bourgeoisie. @

Has Sri Lanka...
(Continued from page 22)

question
why the
problem

Nevertheless the main
we have to consider is
slum and shanty housing
publically and politically has been
so much underrepresented that
only foreign aid is sought to
implement  minor pilot schemes
which give a relief only for a
small fraction of the deprived
urban population? That the present
UNP government it not aiming at
a socialization of national resources
being allocated is not secret if we
consider economic policies  since
1977 being most favourable to the
big capitalists and medium entre-
preneurs while only for the sake
of stability the subsidies and social
consumption goods for the poor
are not yet completly abolished.

But as the Urban Development
Authority has stated in various
documents that the slum and shanty
problem in Colombo can be more
easily managed than in other
underdeveloped countries and as
the costs for the provision of a
minimal housing and environmental
standard would be small in com=
parison to other huge development
projects (the Marga Institute found
In its housing study that the whole
sum for housing being actually spent
would have been sufficient to
provide these basic needs), the
issue can not be a mere financial
or technical one.
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JVP : some...
(Continued from page 24)

Since it kept aloof from the working
class movement, the JVP never had
an opportunity to develop any
viable form of mass political and
revolutionary struggle. lIts only form
of struggle was armed struggle.
Had the JVP had any organic links
with the working class, it could
have avoided itself being dragged
into an armed insurrection. Even
today, in 1980, the movement
continues to reject the practice of
working class politics, having placed
its faith in the electoral struggle.
In 1971, the strategy failed, but
it generated a mass sympathy. In

the 1980's will the JVP at least
be able to try out its new
electoral strategy?
CMU versus...
(Continued from page 26)
With regard to Mr. Fernando’s

statements regarding the July strikes,
comment by me is not necessary.
The CMU has published two state-
ments: “The CMU and the July
Strikes” and “The July Strikes and
their Aftermath”, which provide
sufficient facts for anybody to judge
why even the overwhelming majority
of members of Mr. Fernando’s own
union (Ceylon Teachers’ Union) like
the overwhelming majority of the
members of the other twelve trade
union organisations that made a joint
call for a “‘general strike” last July,
did not participate in the strike.
These facts have not been disputed
by anybody, including Mr. Fernando
himself.

Letters ...
(Continued from page 2)

“render fiercely independant” etc,
seems to eat its own words in
successive issues, mince words
etc in an attempt to present
the DC Polls results, in a favour-
able light to the ruling party.

Except for a few hangers-on
and propagandists, parasites, no
inteligent Sri Lankan can fail to
recognise what these results mean
in terms of the UNP’s mass
image and the popularity it enjoy-
ed in July '77.

F. Bertil Ranasinghe.
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