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FORE YWORD

1t was in 1981 whenT first met SUBRAMANIAM
PAKIANATHAN in my home - town, Murrhardt. He
was searching for help to learn the German language
and he was cager, either, to get more information
of the country he has been staying at and which
iIs in so many regards different from his bome -
country Sri - Lanka.

He immediately asked me if I could help him to
understand  Germany and the German people. During
the following months we met rather regularly cvery
week and  talked and discussed life in Germany, and
we became friends in that time. Pakianathan’s
intelligent  questioning  was a great help for me,
cither, because it forced me to reflect our daily
life more precisely and more objectively than I might
hiave dofie before. So I hope that my explanations
about Germany could help to get a real good
impression of my country although they never coulp
bo free from my own personal--opimions. It was my
special intention to make clear that indusirial civili-
zation  doesn’t only have advantages but often has to
_be payed with a lack of sociol connections and with
an alienation to nature, religion, tradition and even
to the daily working.

Subramaniam Pakianathan took very great intreest
in the different aspeets of looking at the German
people and I wish his book about his experiences
in Germany to be very successful in giving all readers
an objective and critical view of my home - country.

petlef Neumann
Teacher at Welterichtchule
Murrhard in summer 1983

WEST GERMANY,
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AUTHORS NOTE

Looking at the countries of the world, we see
that from ancient times, cultures had varied from
country to country. Basically the geographical factors
namely physical features and climate determine the
culture of a country. Besides this, historical, political
and ceonomic factors also have had their own influ-
ence in the culture of a particular country. The same
factors had played an important role in moulding
the culiure of west Germany - one of the west
European countries

We have already learnt from books about the
Culture of the developed and prosperous capitalist
country - west Germany we ere really fortumate in
living in this country and observing for ourselves the
cuftural life of the Germans as a result of which we
became interested in undertaking a study. The bock
titled *German culture - a source of inspiration® s
a research study. This book has been presented to
the rteaders after a thorough stndy of wvaried sources
of information. This book has been really the outcome
of our reflection which made us realise how the
conservative and traditional false beliefs prevalent in
our own society have hindered the progress of our
Culture,

Destruction and devastation caused by the world
wars affected the prosperity of Germany. History
tells us clearly that Germany was brought to such
4 chaotic state as a result of which she lost ber
position politically and economically. But it is so
surprising to note that she regained her status
within a short period. Now she is one of the most
developed countries in the world. The rapid progress

made in developing the country kindled our thoughts
to such an extent resulting in this piece of research study.
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Even though, we generally speak of Germany,
we refer in parti ular to west Germany, In the third
chapter of this book, a -comparative study of the
western and Eastern culture has been  attempted,
western culture refers to that of west Germany.
Eastern culture although refers to the south Asian
countries like India and Sri Lanka - special emphasis
is given to Sri Lanka. some may wonder why we
have chosen west Germany for the comparative study
of cultures. As we mentioned earlier, we were able to
live with the Germans, study their cuiture and thereby
make a comparative Siudy of our culture with that
of west Germany, We were able to observe the diff-
erences betwen these two cultures,

The main objeclive of this study is to enliphten
“the readers about the fect how our omn culture has been
an obstacie to the progress of our society and how
this dirawback could be overcome we want to emph-
asise that we have to abandon our false beliefs and
traditton and follow the best ideas of the western culture

We were able to overcome the initial difficulties
in carrying out this research study, with the assistance
of our friends particularly Mr, Neumann who helped
us in every way, We believe that we have placed
before vou, meaningful ideas and we hope that these

ideas would make you think.
Authsrs.

yntere Hirschgasse -3
7157 Murrbarrat

WEST GERMANY.
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Think for vourselves

Taking into consideration the life patterns and
activities of the Qermans, it is quite clear that even
though Gernany economically sound. Germans are
not comparable to the pcople of South Asian Countries
like India and SriLanka in respect of Love, affection
and kindness they have towards each other. When
compared to the Asian Countries, love and affection are
lacking in the German Soiciety Affection between mother
and child, love between husband and wife, affection
towards the kith and kin seem to be very low.

In Asia particulary India and Sri Lanka, people
give imporfance to love. They say that **God is Love™
Learnedmen had given special importance to Love.
People also had lived in that way. In western couniries
even though they have emphasised the importance of
love, they never upheld these noble characteristics.
When We analyse the reason why this has been ignored
we are forced to arrive at the conclusion that the main
factor is the economic stability of West Germany. The
main reason. why the Germans are ‘able to lead =
detached life is that they can care for themseleves and
cater to their own needs without depending on others.

On the contrary, Asidns are unable to be indepen-
dent because the children depend on Their parents, wives
depend on their husbands. We are baffled with these
question - why are the Asains unable to lead an inde-
pendent life? It is because of their unsound economics
or it is because love and affection play an important
role in their life? We cannot find an answer - We are
sure that this will make you think. You are kindly
requested to send your observations to us.

ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

S Packiyanathan S. Packiyanathan

Untere Hirschgasse-3 Maniarpathy Road,
7157 Murrharrdt Kokuvil west, Kokuvil,
West Germany. Sri Lanka.
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Merit Student Encyclopaedia (Volume-8)
by - William D. Halsey (Editorial Dircctor)
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iReference Books — In Deutsch

Mayers Staatendererde
by — Dr. Adoif Hanley

Die Grunderjahre der Bundes Republik
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Deutschland, Von. 1945 Bis 1933
Eine Soziographie in Zwei banden
— Kurtzentner
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