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pond by erecting a bow - like bund. This was a primitive mode of tank; irrigation practiced
since megalithic times. The term originated from the Tamil word ‘vil’ for bow it became ‘vila’
in Sinhalese. In the place names, ‘vil" mostly comes as suffix. The prefix of such names usually
denotes a fauna or flora associated with the pond. The names of these ponds became the
names of the villages. This is a popular place — name suffix in Jaffna’ (P. Ragupathy: 1987:pp.
22.213)
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