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Maha Sivarathri - the holy night of God Siva

M.K. Sellarajah - J.P.U. M
President -Thirukoneswaram Temple - Trincomalee

The "Maha Sivarathri" (the holy night of the great
God Siva or Iswara) is an important annual lunar festival
of the Saivite Hindus which coincides with the newmoon
in February. This particular darkest night of the month
is dedicated to God Siva whose divine blessings are
supposed to extol on those devotees who make offerings
and benefaction to the god during the night in the form
of "Pooja" anticipating material gain in this world and
celestial bliss in the life to come. " Lord Siva" is the
third godhead of the Hindu Triad (Thirumoorthi) the
other two as the Creator, the Preserver and the Destroyer
of the universe and the cosmic forces. However, as
Mahadeva, God Siva is acclaimed by the Saivities as an
incama;tion of Maha Brahama the reputed Creator.

Parable

The parabale of the Maha Sivarathri is woven into
the fabric of Hindu mythology. It says that one day a
hunter, promising to bring his wife a good catch of flesh,
went into the wilderness to hunt expecting a good return.
As the response was poor, he kept on hunting the whole
day wishing to return home before dusk whatever flesh
he had managed to collect. Unknowingly, the time passed
and as veil of darkness began to cover the wilderness,
he made his homeward journey with the little flesh he
had with him.

As he could not get of the wilderness in time, and
apprehensive of the danger from wildbeasts he thought
to spend the night in the jungle and go home the
following morning. So he climbed a nearby proliferous
tree, kept the flesh on one of the branches, and he himself
sat on another branch, wishing to spend the night on the
tree. As hours passed, he felt sleepy but the did not sleep
fearing he might fall down. However he began to doze
and in that dull stupefied state of drowsiness he began
to make himself more comfortable by making stationary
movements.

As the hunter did so, the branch began to shake, a
few leaves fell to the ground. The tree happened to be a
"beli” or wood apple (aogle Marmelos) tree, a favourite
of the god. The leaves had accidentally fallen upon a
sacred "Lingam" of the god that had been placed there
by some devout hunters, with a view to propitiate the
god in times of calamity or danger. The hunter at top of
the tree, was completely unaware that such a thing was
happening.

God Siva, having come to know that some one
was performing a pooja in the name of the god, surveyed
the terrestrial sphere with his divine eye and saw the
man seated on the branch of the wood-apple tree.
Wishing to do him good, the god made a divine decree
that the man, after his death should be brought to "Kailas"
(The celestial abode of the god).

After a few years, the hunter died, having
accumulated the mortal sin of taking life and was, at
once, born in hell to be punished for his sins. The hunter
was produced before the Yamaraja (lord of the
underworld) and was sentenced to undergo the bloody
ordeal in the "Raurava" hell. In the meantime, God Siva
saw the unfortunate plight of the hunter and fortwith
commanded that the man be released from hell and sent
to "Kailas".

Lingam

This similitude explains the importance of "Maha
Sivarathri" and how a pooja conducted in the name of
God Siva, on the particular night, is capable of washing
away sins already committed during the course of earthly
existence, all Saivite Hindus believe in the divine
attributes of God Siva culminating in "Lingam" worship
" Lingam" is the "Shakthi" (power) of the god whose
manifold manifestations are highly acclaimed by the
votaries.
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God Siva is.known by many other names as well.
Viz, Rudra, Maheswara, Shankara, Mahakala, Nataraja,
Trilochana, Neelakanda, Pasupathi, Ugrajeva,
Vishvanatha, Neelagriva, Mahendra, Jegadram,
Kalarjara, Gangadhara, Mahayogi etc.

The worship of the "Siva Lingam" by Saivite
Hindus is done with great faith and devotion. The three
principal "Kovils" (Hindu temples or devales) dedicated
to the god in Sri Lanka are the Munneswaram Kovil in
Chilaw, the Koneswaram Kovil in Trincomalee and the
Thiruketheswarm Kovil in the North, Mannar. The Siva
Devale No. 2 (Vanvan Madhavi Iswaran Kovil) in
Polonnaruwa stands testimony to the Prevalence of
Hinduism during the Polonnaruwa period (1088-1231).

The worship of the phallus used in fertility rituals
was in vogue among the ancient Greeks, the people of
the Asia Minor, among the Saivite Hindus, and many
others, in various parts of the world, believed in its
procreative potenital. Specially young couples who had
failed to bring forth children by them seek the help of
this very divine power to fulfil their expectations.

The divine vehicle of the God Siva is a white bull
and according to the Vogue Purana, it is an offspring
born of Rishi Kasyapa to Woman Surabhi. Accordingly
all cattle is held with reverence by the Hindus and cutting
beef is taboo to them.

There is a belief that during the "Iswara
Vinsathiya" (the 20 year period attributed to God Siva)
beef cutting brings the wrath of the god resulting in
untold misery to the consumers and the slaughters at
large. The sacred bull is known as "Nandhi".

The votaries of God Siva have a profound faith in
the divinty and consider that the festival of the "Maha
Sivarathri” should be conducted to apease the god in
such manner so that they could invoke the blessings of
the god to achieve their mundane objectives.
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| Continuation of the article on page 25 of Theepam 3 Sudar 1 J

FROM KAILASA TO KATARAGAMA:

MYSTICAL PASSAGE VIA THE AXIS MUNDI

Like his 'father’ Rudra or Siva, Skanda-Murukan
is a god associated with mountains and hilltops; his
Wanniyala-aeto worshippers even today know him as
Kande Yaki, the hunter Spirit of the Mountain.
Vedahitikanda, "The Peak Where He Was' in Kataragama,
to Tamils is Katira Malai, the 'Mountain of Light' and
even to this day the Kataragama Pada Yatrd is also known
in Tamil as Katira Malai Karai Yaittirai, the 'coastal
pilgrimage to the Shining Peak.' In view of its strong
associations with the god's orgin on Mount Kailasa, it is
also well known as Daksina Kaildsa, the 'Southern
Kaildsa.'

This postulation of a virtual North-South axis
anchored at Uttara Kaildsa in Tibet and Daksina
Kailésa in Sri Lanka also has implications for the theory
and practice of pilgrimage in the tradition of Kataragama.
For it is a remarkable fact that Mt. Kaildsa in the trans-
Himilaya and Kataragama in the far south indeed
constitute a virtual North-South axis not only in yogic
lire, but also in modern geographical terms as well (see
figure 2). Kataragama (at 81 20" East longitude) lies a
scant ten minutes of arc east of Kaildsa (at 81 20 East
longitude) far to the north in the Transhimalaya.

This striking feature of a virtual North-South axis
or geographic alignment between Kaildsa and
Kataragama is well known to swimis and yogins, who
regard it as a macrocosmic analog to the microcosmic
susumna nadi or subtle central nerve channel envisaged
in kundalini yoga. In their view, Kailasa is homologized
or equated to the thousand-petalled sahasrara cakra, the
goal of yogic practice, while Kataragama corresponds
to the mulddhara cakra, the point of entry for the vertical
flight to higher cakras or lokas, subtle worlds superior
to our world of physical sense perception. By process
of transposition, the North-South axis geographically
represented by Kailasa-Kataragama is also analogous
to the vertical ray that 'shines upon the waters' in religious
traditions worldwide. In this sense, the descent of
Skanda-Murukan from Uttara Kailasa to Daksina Kaildsa
also represents the descent or visitation of the Spirit into
matter, which expresses in metaphysical terms precisely
the legend of Skanda-Murukan's disguised visitation to
Kataragama to woo and wed the yearning human soul
represented by Valli. In this context, the Kaildsa-
Kataragama axis is also homologized to the shrine's very
name Katir-Kamam, where lofty cold Mt. Kaildsa

symbolizes Katir (effulgence, light or brilliance, i.e.
logos) while Kdmam (Sanskrit: Kdma or Greek eros)
pertains to the passion of Valli and Murukan in the
romantic jungle setting of Kataragama which, although
undoubtedly a very human love story, is also a subtle
and profound religious parable at the same time it is on
this level that scholars and devotees interpret it.

By the same token, Skanda's 'descent’ due south
has resonances pertaining to the qualities or associations
of the direction South in pan-Indian cosmographical
conception. South is the quarter presided over by Yama,
the Judge of the Dead and Dispenser of Justice. South is
the direction of chaos and death, represented by the
restless and desolate Indian Ocean. By actually going
the full distance in the very direction in which his father
Siva merely faces (as Daksinamaiti, the 'Southward-
facing,’ Skanda-Murukan not only associates himself
with the people of the South, i.e. Tamils, but demonstrates
that he is a god of action and fulfillment here in this
world, specifically in South Asia. Murukan symbolically
descends the axis mundi first from heaven to Kaildsa
and then from Kailasa to Kataragama, the sakti pitha or
'seat of mystic power' par excellence where the hunter
god is attracted and caught, as it were, by Valli Amma,
the god's iccha sakti (Sanskrit: 'power of desire') and
personification of Kataragama's mystic power.

Scholars of religion, too are familiar with this
process- in their own scholarly way of course, if not
directly and immediately as a result of actually
undertaking the journey or passage as the traditions under
their study may practise it. Mircea Eliade was perhaps
the first modern scholar to articulate this process.!> In
the context of Indian tantricism, anthropologist
Agehananda Bharati describes the process as follows:
"The most characteristic phenomenon of tantric
pilgrimage, both as a concept and as a set of observances,
is the hypostasization of pilgrim-sites and shrines: the
geographical site is homologized with some entity in the
esoteric discipline, usually with a region or an 'organ' in
the mystical body of the tantric devotee."!3

These structural features of Kataragama and its
legends - which have not passed unnoticed by generations
of practising Kaumdra sidhakas or aspirants - are also
related to Kataragama's hoary tradition of passage to
and from other lokas or worlds as well as the appearance
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in Kataragama of diverse spirits and godlingé from other
lokas. The Kataragama festival, for example, is
essentially a wedding or fertility celebration which, in
theory, is widely attended not only by humans but also
by spirits of every hue and variety from many lokas and
not just from our familiar sense world alone. Senior
swamis and yogins allege that strange beings used to
visit Kataragama in human or animal guise quite
commonly until only a few decades ago. Such visitations
have become less common, they say, due to the
increasing secularization of Kataragama. As outlandish
as such claims might sound at first, they should not be
discarded but should be considered in the light of
traditional sciences which best explain these alleged
occurences on their own terms.

INTERTWINED REALMS OR WORLDS

Certain places on earth are believed to exude
mystical power or sakti partly because they are felt to
be in continous contact with their subtle counterparts in
other worlds. That is, their connection with myth is
sustained not so much because of a persumed historical
relationship ('so-and-so came here and did such-and-

such') but because the very place itself remains connected

through living myths or legends that happen in principio,
i.e. not at a unique unrepeatable moment in past history,
but always in the eternal here-and-now (Tamil: ipp6-
inge).

An example of this concept concerns the
Kataragama Mahadévilé on the left bank of the Menik
Ganga where the god is believed to reside and around
which the mystery tradition revolves. The Mahadévilé
is a modest, single-story temple of indeterminate age
said to have been orginally built by the 2nd century BC
Sinhala King Duttugemunu on the direct order of god
Kataragama. But according to current lore, when
practitioners visit the Mahaddévalé which in a state of
yogic or lucid dreaming, they find that it has not one
story but seven - three stories above ground and three
more below in addition to the ground floor. In this sense,
the god's temple-palace encompasses multiple lokas and
is microcosm of the hierachical cosmos described in pan-
Indian tradition. In recent years lucid dreaming has
become the object of recognised medical research
worldwide, so perhaps dream researchers may some day
be able to duplicate (or disprove) the findings of
Kataragama's indigenous tradition of yogic dreaming.

VOWS AND THE POWER OF TRUE UTTERANCES

In Kaumira tradition, vows (Tamil: nértti) and
vow-fulfillment (nérttikatan) play important and even

critical roles. Indeed, Valli's vow that she would marry
no man but only the great god himself forms the core of
the Katasragama legend and is common to-the South
Indian recension as well. In Sinhala folkore Kataragama
Deviyo himself vows that he will remain in Kataragama
always to help and protect his devotees. Murukan
devotees routinely make vows to perform difficult and/
or sacred acts in return for the god's arul or grace in
meeting life's challenges. Both in India and in Sri Lanka
this takes the form of a personal promise: in return for a
(usually) specific favour from a god or spirit, devotees
promise to reciprocate with specific acts of penance,
devotion or sacrifice.

Of course, the idea of undertaking a contract or
covenant with an unseen god is not peculiar to the Indian
subcontinent alone but is an honored tradition even in
Semitic religions. Indeed, all over the world from remote
times people individually or collectively have undertaken
formal commitments or vows or covenants with unseen
gods or spirits. Everywhere the practice is felt to confirm
and re-establish the relationship between the human and
spiritual realms by giving the force of truth to utterances
and ritual acts associated with them.

In the Kataragama Pada Y4tra tradition too, vows
play a fundamental role. The Kataragama Asala festival
season officially begins forty-five days before the festival
itself with the kap hitavima rite at the Kataragama
Mahadévalé when Kapurila priests go to an undisclosed
location in the god's forest where they cut two tree
saplings yielding milky sap and ritually 'plant’ them in
the public forecourt of the Mahidévalé. By this ritual
act the Kapurdlas express an unuttered vow (anirukta
vrata) that they will perform the elborate Asala festival
starting forty-five days later.

On the very day that the kapurilas are performing
the kap hitavima rite, far to the north the Pada Yatra
pilgrims have assembled at the great Vattapalai Kannaki
Amman festival near Mullaittivu. Here the pilgrims make
their private pledge or promise to do something which
may be hard to do or else to abstain from certain habitual
ego-gratifying activities, usually for the course of the
pilgrimage. This may mean walking bare foot to
Kataragam for some, or obstanding from smoking for
the duration of the pilgrimage for others. Both are
instances of 'self-naughting' or akincana, one of the
cornerstones of spiritual practice.

DISGUISE AND CHANGE OF IDENTITY

Closely related to the theme of movemént between
lokas or spheres is the element of shifting identity. As
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Bryan Pfaffenberger observes, "Pilgrimage.... requires
the submission.... if not the annihilation.... of day-to-
day identities, and emphasizes the shared experiences
of the pilgrims rather than the differences among them."*
In the Kataragama tradition, this shift is a critical but
gradual one that progresses over the weeks of each
pilgrimage and years of repeated practice.

This process is also related to the archaic theme
of divinity or majesty moving about in disguise, which
is not restricted to Sri Lanka or India alone but was long
common throughout the ancient world. Even today, it is
recalled in the exceptional hospitality bordering upon
reverence that persists in traditional oriental cultures
toward guests of distant or uncertain origin, as recalled
in the Sanskirit injunction atithih devo bhava: 'Regard
the sudden visitor as a divinity.' In particular, the practice
of traditional hospitality towards pilgrims and strangers
in the form of annathanam (Sanskrit: annadina 'offerings
of food') is still alive in rural Sri Lanka and has played a
key role.in sustaining archaic traditions like the
Kataragama Pada Yatra. Notably, the mainly - Tamil
pilgrims are received on a grand scale not only in Tamil
villages but also in Sinhalese villages.

To this day, whether a pilgrim is a Hindu swimi
(Sanskrit: 'lord or free man') or a Muslim fagir (Arabic:
poor man'), he (or she) carries on an inherited tradition
or parampara of divine majesty cloaked in outward
poverty and simplicity. Similarly, the equivalent Tamil
term anti also encompasses both paradoxical senses of
lordship and poverty; the term is especially characteristic
of Skanda-Murukan and the initiates of his cult.

In the mythos of Kataragama, Skanda-Murukan
does not display his divine nature openly from the start
but approaches Valli Amma and her relatives in a series

- of disguises. Kataragama-Skanda in particular is
regarded by his Tamil devotees as Kantali, God as the
Supreme Identity, i.e. formless. Therefore whatever form
or 'face' the god chooses to show is only a guise. In
Tamil literary and oral traditions, Murukan appears to
Valli first as a handsome young Vetan hunter in a brazen
bid to tempt her to violate her vow, as it were. When this
bid fails (but succeeds in the sense of testing her vow),
he tries other disguises and finally wins the trust of Valli
and her clan by appearing in the pitable guise of an old
hunchback 'holy man.' Because of his use of cunning
and disguise to get near to Valli and elope with the girl
even when she is closely guarded by her clan, the
Kataragama god is widely regarded as a wily rogue and
a 'thief,' albeit a beneficent and honorable one.
Interestingly, this notion of the beneficent solar deity

Skanda being a rogue is traceable to as ancient a
canonical text as the Atharva Veda, wherein a section
called the Skandayaga is also known as the Dhurtakalpa
or 'Rogue Ordinance.'15

In the Kataragama Pada Yitrad tradition also,
initiates essentially follow- in the footsteps of their
roguish god and his followers before them. Leaving
behind their normal identities in the villages from which
they come, these 'ordinary villagers' become eccentric
swamis and Swami ammas-trusted counselors, teachers
and healers, whose reputation waxes with the number
of pada yatras undertaken and the distance they have
travelled from their home village. Of course, this also
raise suspicions about the; real’ character of the pilgrims,
who as 'messengers’ of the god are expected to remain
(atleast temporarily) celibate, vegetarian and high-
minded. Of course, many fall short of the ideal. What is
significant is that an age-old Dionysian tradition of a
wily fertility divinity coming in disguise still survives,
if only in Sri Lanka since these elements are hardly
evident in South India. Not surprisingly, the theatrical
element (often as pantomime) too survives in association
with these standard elements of disguise and protean
identity. This again is entirely in keeping with the
character of a deity who relates to humanity through play-
like activities which fully deserve the appellation
'mysteries'.

REVERSAL OF TIME AND CAUSATION

Mystical traditions worldwide allude to the
desirability of remaining in, or returning to, the state of
childlike wonder and innocence. But in kaumira sidhana
in particular, the quest has special resonances with a god
who since remote antiquity has been invoked primarily
by names (Murukan, Sanatkumdra, etc.) implying
perpetual youth. Kaumiara sadhakas undertake a
deliberate course of practices that aim to reverse the
course of mental and physical aging.. in effect, reversing
the course of the Ganges' and turning the irresistible flow
of time and causation backwards towards its origin in
principio. This in part explains what appears to the non-
participant observer to be backward or tospy turvy logic
that characterize many 'impractical’ cult practices such
as walking great distances when cheap transport is easily
available. Hence, too, the natural affinity of works like
Alice in Wonderland to the practice and exegesis of
Kaumara traditions.

In the context of Kataragama Pada Yatra, time
reversal is evident to discerning pilgrims not only
inwardly but even outwardly as well. The pilgrimage
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customarily begins from one's own doorstep or wherever
one happens to be when one gets an irresistible 'call’ to
attend the Kataragama festival as testified to this
researcher by many Tamil, Sinhalese and Muslim
pilgrims. It therefore begins for most pilgrims from
relatively developed and ordered communities within
the frame work of contemporary Sri Lankan society. But
as the pilgrims move southward, they progressively leave
small urban centers behind; the towns and villages get
smaller and farther apart until they pass the last small
village of Panama, after which they must cross nearly a
hundred kilometers of uninhabited jungle---- Yala
National Park and environs. In effect, the pilgrims are
moving backwards in time from the twentieth century
to a prehistoric era until finally at Kataragama-- prepared
by 'real' Kataragama in its identity as a mythical cult
center, entirely above and beyond time, causation and
history.

THE NARROW GATE: PILGRIMAGE AND THE
PASSAGE TO THE OTHERWORLD

Storytelling traditions Kataragama speak of secret
or hidden passageways leading to and from other lokas
or realms. Typically the tradition speaks of passages
that lead underground, rather like Alice when she tumbles
into an enchanted rabbit hole. One may, for instance,
conscionsly or unconsciously cross a threshold where
one suddenly finds oneself in another loka or at some
sacred distant site in Sri Lanka like Adam's Peak. While
the possibility of discovering such gateways cannot be
discounted entirely, the passage referred to is allegorical
in character yet intensely real to one who undertakes
the journey. With help from experienced wayfarers, the
seeker studies the surface contour of his or her own
immediate realm of ideation and perception. At moments
of insight, habitual patterns of ideation and perception
cease and older (yet fresh and new) modes of ideation
present themselves. When this happens, the sddhaka
percieves the world in strange and magical new ways, at
first only only as momentary glimpses but later as a
sustained vision that co-exists side-by-side with the
conventional secular view of the world. When two or
more sidhakas gather-- as during Pada Ydtré.. they
typically converse in sandhd bhasa, 'intentional language'
which supports references to both worlds and therefore
sounds like ordinary or even profane discourse to
outsiders.

According to Ananda Coomaraswamy, the
essential story of the passage to the otherworld between
:Clashing Rocks' is replete with the "signs and symbols
of the Quest of Life have so often survived in oral
tradition, long after they have been rationalized or

romanticized by literary artists." "The distribution of the

-motif;" he adds, "is an indication of its prehistoric

antiquity."'s The Kataragama Pada Yitra, too, consists
of folk tradition practices and legends which suggest
that, although preserved and transmitted by generations
of simple villagers, it was originally undertaken and its
possibilities developed by religious specialists of
considerable doctrinal sophistication. The 'folk’ character
of the Kataragama Pdda Yatrd tradition, therefore,
properly refers only to the custodians who have preserved
it.

KATARAGAMA PADA YATRA PRESENT AND
FUTURE

Who are the Pada yitrd pilgrimas? As a
proportion of the Tamil Hindu population, they are a
small minority. After a decade in eclipse, the Pada Yatra
today includes a high proportion (nearly half) of novices.
Yet many pilgrims have walked not once but repeatedly,
although the practice takes weeks or even months to
perform, depending upon from where one starts. Many
senior pilgrims report that they first walked in their youth
or even childhood in the company of family members.
A case in point is that of Mrs. P. Maheswary of
Trincomalee, who first walked with her family as a
teenager in the 1950's. Bebi Amma (as she is now known)
has since walked thirty-seven times from Jaffna or the
farthest starting point from Kataragama (currently
Trincomalee).

When this researcher first walked with the Pada
Yitrd pilgrims in 1972 in Bebi Amma's party, she was
already a seasoned veteran. Today she is the most senior
pilgrims (seniority is reckoned not by age but by the
number of pada yitrd ). As such, despite her, gender,
Bebi Amma has inherited the role of Vél Swami, the
ritual bearer of the vél or spear emblem of Skanda-
Murukan and group leader who decides (or confirms
group decisions) upon such issues as the route (critical
in dense jungle where even experienced pilgrims may
easily get lost), where to halt and when to start, etc. The
previous Vél Swami, Muttukumar Vél Swiami of
Kilinochi, had walked from Jaffna in excess of fifty times
since the late 1930's, possibly an all-time record. In times
of peace, the pilgrims used to walk in small Kuttankal
(parties) consisting of as many as thirty (the maximum
capacity rice pot that one adult can carry). But nowadays
for reasons of security a Kuttam may consist of up to
170 adults and children, an unwieldy size considering
that the party is but a loose, temporary organisation-and
yet life-critical decisions must be made and executed
daily, often in remote dry jungle.
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The total number of pilgrims is also difficult to
ascertain, since pilgrims walk of their own accord
whenever and by whatever route they please and only
recently have Sri Lankan security officials begun to try
to register the foot pilgrims as they arrive out out of the
Yala National Park to attend the Kataragama festival.
Hausherr cites a rough figure of 1300 Pada Yatra pilgrims
from Jaffna district alone in his study in the 1970's which
tallies with estimates this researcher heard elsewhere in
the early 70's'” Following the anti-Tamil riots of 1983,
for years it was not safe for Tamils to walk openly
through Sinhala areas, and since 1990 they have not been
able to walk from points north of Trincomalee. But with
the founding of the Kataragama Devotees Trust in 1988
with the explicit objective of reviving the Pada Yatra
and other Kataragama traditions, the number of pilgrims
has begun to return to earlier levels, if only in Sri Lanka's
castern districts. The great majority of foot pilgrims
walk from Batticaloa and Ampara districts, which are
much closer to Kataragama than Trincomalee, Vavuniya
or Jaffna districts where only the most ardent devotees
are prepared to walk for forty days or more. Some
villages in Ampara district are less than a week's walk
from Kataragama, such that farmers can afford to leav
their fields for a short time and return within ten days é
two weeks at most, which villgers in more distant
districts can ill afford to undertake.

Significantly, the Kataragama Pada Yitr attracts
one or two Western pilgrims each year as well as a few
Sinhalese devotees despite the elements of risk and
hardship involved. Indeed, it would be wrong to
characterize the Kataragama Pada Y4tra solely as a Tamil
Hindu tradition, although Tamils have long been
considered as the its custodians and have long been
predominant numerically as well. The survival of this
ancient yet vigorous tradition despite all the challenges
posed by Sri Lanka's changing society suggests that it
may continue to flourish in spite of rapidly changing
social conditions. While its precice impact upon Sri
Lankan society in return has never been studied, the
tradition has undoubtedly helped in establishing inter-
ethnic harmony and respect in years past and could play
an important future role in healing the wounds of long
years of ethnic strife.

Despite the shroud of secrecy surrounding the
ancient Kataragama god's cult, nevertheless there are

certain injunctions or guidelines based upon
longstanding tradition which are common knowledge to
experienced pilgrims. Important ones pertaining to the
Kataragama Pada Yatra may be summarized as follows:

1. Be alert to the Spirit's inner and outer messages.
If the 'call' comes, heed it.

2. Do not announce your destination or starting
time. Upsets may occur.

3. Maintain a low profile. Learn from others who
know more than you know.

4. Increase the faith all around for self and others.
Or else remain at home.

5. Keep your promises few and simple, but keep
them. Penalties can accrue.

6. Sleep out of doors at night or in temples, but
not in private homes. Taste the homeless life
fully and enjoy it while you can.

7. Accept whatever comes. Blessings may appear
in disguise. .-

8. - Share whatever comes; accept the alms
' ‘friendship am wisdom of others.

9. Do mm’our personal grievances upon
@ 1

E e en route. Deliver all complaints to
ataragama and register them there personally.

10. Trust in the Spirit and make it your constant
guide. Beware of imitations.

In summary, an age-old Sri Lankan mystical
tradition closely associated with archaic concepts of
sacred geography still survives among simple and
doctrinally unsophisticated villagers whose inherited
practices may be characterized as raw bhakti or devotion,
yet who are aware of many elements of the profound
doctrine upon which their practices and beliefs are based.
Seen in this light, it should be clear that Kataragama
and its associated pada yatrd traditions preserve many
features of great antiquity that deserve to be appreciated
on their own terms, including elements of an archane
traditional science of cosmography or sacred geography
which have long escaped the attention of outside
observers. As such, this study should be regarded only
as an initiasl survey of a subject to be examined
appropriately and in the greater depth that it richly
deserves.

&6 aMALIIBTE 2_GEIL_TG 10 KN LOSHE :
TeTeel Seand o unrsd GmES! st m Grey 2 ks eflfSSHnée CaesGID sreirm SiusrsdD s nfing!. 2 smaimsbemos Bme@ntur s
Bupmswnste Goe 2 s gHeNsEh. Gray wigagnd APSHAGEGDCUT S e ey 2t & Qi yHafsEL. @sarmed Hmnb
Bewpid 2 Qamsranih gy smd, G, smHo @mesafsr epeb o Lsld Comn pmmenfu Grmis glmiblsst (Virus & Bacteria) gufii g ofpn

yeib Gurd L. giisih Gured sSswTHnG).

- wf Guin®) Peurrearh s

@isl eafl

Qauggreiu aimLLd e — ukigsf



ALrgms Hearssme o_sterd HedisSHng. S50
sugeuresr oihsE fius Qs Gy Andng. Sn Lyl
Camsitmidmal, Anesnu eflerhiGns) ! HEiGs @rerm Lo Lfluyd
AnsCusst, HLTTEN QBT SHa, Hg 2 6TaTSE HLLs
UfEmEI. DiHeLD, 2 [HALD, SHHEIGAIDTEN CLGT [ S6iTenLouflgyid
pr @opaumer Hhts NoarsHCnTon, sH&HGCHTD,
e Cmmd !

Tesomar @eTus AEsmarast o drarsHh Qeausterd Gumel
QurigdsTmer ! Bgl Slwgd, B Siipn Quifurt GumemLowD,
pg Sbp wapullsr Aplyd, BoysT SHCTTRIS
Mariigdarmer | usepas), alursdr urgt, SEajme
DG, o LosTw, efurad, aef, Qaamarst, Gat (poelu
peeflleuri &nl'L1b Bbews andl HHug Gursd o suwrilGomid;
Swewpeort, HmEnsETLT, BhSaTTT, Ca&HEpTT pseiiu Ggiia
yosuflsr gyeTus Semedled ep@Geugl Gumed o ewriHGpmid;
@rerEnbusSmd, SUUGL, SESIGD utpw CHATTS
Hmuensst KomwE sHM ROSGSD Gurg.... g ! bS
@srugmes Gerdn surymy werGLr? Glum e e s
Ayanrs kg, sUNS HHATESSMS JyTaipLer i
Siwariuener HenerSHCHTL. SAPUTSTSSD LSS HEES
Spreuhgenr 6reorGer!

SiSSema gy e, @)Tm B ST LBOTST 6760r DI
Coustor GACmmid. Qumsirsoribueols Ligufiss HanligrCer mousHs
HparsssHne @aster Qurmer eearm Cerdumi
SjeugsTCom wenmhS el s asiflsor LFusTenu wieresfl B
2 676D SHEDTHN G-

“eursarrd) wevorewormd) euaflurd) seflwrd)

omerre 2 uNTTE 2_airemLoujomii @sirenioujomiis

Camermd) wWrsiTeTsorOS60 M) SjeuTeUenTS S SSITL (B

ourenrrd) Hsstoreow GuistOamesd arpssinGar!”
sTetT ) mibewio SyfwmopurGEGHTD!

Agiuy Qrefusms KaTnrs JMGaromaTme Kl
o LGy HnsCosrilar@n; o srarGu  Hpsmuwm@L;
@onatar, onts Hmaly STEHS HLLTHEUTET; 66T &)
sAUTaET eSS STaTLuSMmS IGaTaflfiwumed o swriGouri;
S, 015@monTd sLmaty CrréguLrm Cure, o mdlgisTear
2y sron&&QeTdeTid, suwristarsand, 6T Ijmaflmmeusmer
Crnrédls Oswand sramGurd; srdenu Caupur®s@srds
urisT LHuLSESD; Gemmestt @apeast; o uilise6r oj66r g
HmCoeafl’ mary srarCurd: QUIEIBLS ShmgwrHu
SmefmmasT, 655 sure sauriss HSHU aparss
sri_flusls@mprer. 2 wbsard efumribg aflul 5558
@HeuetT 6T Yeriust. B QehFHlipsAniss JHIUMSES
TEIRIETR) JIPEHTE el eUEHLLS H&HTMETT i eCHTT Haflus
sraflwCio! gmss SeTL i,

“Cusgpmr CoiiGLTE aipey ol
Gl iy msnT PpBLeS &I FTESL ClmEidls

Faen Smerastll s SeaflhSoTmre
Slstriownomis EsoroevGLo LswTIE S, [EIBIST
QY STCoUT lpIAGosTETE FemaGLon ClsTenoT(h)
Y TS TEGCLOTUPES] LIsTTLIT GlovsTT yLd
Cogupmr sMlGBTS SEHS CorESE
Cegpinallss CarypisaiGy Coa CaCal”
sTeaT ) B gpieud sumbaT (B s mdlssrm gt

“obunssT6s, SHLBEES, JyaThs efew Geor,
En@museliC, gy emranrdu Quasamer BEGE bassTI;
ursrGurad sITERL LATEMS WSS, giflwh &6l
STEEW S(mepwiTey eTeiTenenss STeuTll g &Esr seorsumifisg)
SIMuRSL kS @5meoTen hagaTmil gwGerr, srsr syiGer, BGw
SaTHaiId oiQsrflgn s g Ge! farg Lwrsprsi,
e6Slud Guomflyd SefSS8. 1§ GRISTTESTE 2 maL LISL SSM;
TS S60Tem60 B SETT STBIAMETT. 38 SHeTTadled 67607 &) Lol 6010,
QumisoLn, S HmS, DU, iFSL hmd gufls ! Hearg Hgdu
2 ST TGS STHIGETTE sTETenesT o FrauHILTL QLS STSHST6
i&sh Symir 1 sredr oy sepQsrafiin SmemGs, Her g
Afurssdurer smens TGS, e6r aurpmeul Gufsrug
CoromaursEs | Aaurarhaurdu shhrdr o 2 6TersHn
o gwiord), srsir Gmener afWYhiGS ! HoaaiGeT, 6T J|HHOSL
ueSleminé Eifis 51 oier o femw 1§ wewf) | LrsGausEn, afflus
ereugenid sThkE STILNTET 6T6T WTSHMES Sevsmoveiss S,
st @ewé Ansmuuie, sEAsTartss Snosm yflaumure !
SuGer.”

CumsigLiey sowGlogs e Clardsms
LG EGIGNVE S flsmmamii
GlLrBid] GuiTrBi&LD
BB GO BIOTTS SL Gov, STHEL
SOOI SHITETTEIT)
ESIGIL, gyeiTLiT
S5l Lyt Cemen. Ghsosums
SomfIleiTm S5 0o Ly
5L G, @y s
ClerBIGUpS Levgay LESIGIL, sTERITEE
Glilnssvsy &i_aGar !
Coa1 CsCau I
TETM ST 6T pH@GLD Ber HpEFsRECW eTerg) Guiflsiru
e\ wiorsvuTT (LD !

LTS 2 LITEmT &S, B)hS i & 5606 LOT6ne LG T(GL:
Beomsusnenl Curddls ysarn, Qellsgé AhSsgl, Ly Jile,
&5 8 WEHSEE STATUSES, JGEDD JBlod, DjsTLLD
@erud, elmer Qaupfuib, &Esrern ASSHub, dours
Qecbayiptd Guy @umoTenes suflem Gid.

6T6HT 2_eTamLoaiTfleb (M SemT (LD g6 OsTafi@hd Dihse
AneCuemen It&A&506a1, GUuTurmumug QsrbsGser.
Sperui Cousr GG g1, spmES @omar iaflsSCmer.
Qaksllp LEHTSSTO ST METAIHD SLEUST EUGTTSS(Eh
Qalig) m@amigs. b KLaTCaTs !

FSACWTH &5 w6erhS LTFHwmT

Bibgl eefl

[2]

Qeougsmeiiu aumLLd g — Ukigef)



CETED

B oumisnsufHT H6UaT GusirFFuisy

HoUT oibousTaEsTAT FaEsENHTE HTHHI0

(#und aFCoss11HH 1 BWhians aFQuWs BIDDIGTE Bannaas Wit @
WAWGTIDO BLSHHUW HU ®angts Gual g uFed T Th FFTD W wiag) uUFFG QU S Garg)

HETeVDHFLD & 6wTLS)
useflg GuiemrGss sl waresSumsowi, fsmui

26008 eureImilsy ubeurdliysTer L LTOTRISST Ly hu
SUT T MISHEMETL LienL S GieTaTar. gy ermed 1893 @6 geumifl
sfGusrarhst Cup Qsream. AssrCsr vwsmd yHw
sureurenm Lol Bk, surbaiCusrarksamrty o ndne
o WEGHS STl STaTQNLD. HTelmEhRSTa Hrensun”
sTaTed LPGLTASEH QUTGSSLTar ETaTQuUTSHauors
saumflest gondarmisdr. gerarmflar Gums smerser
@iHursils w Hose, @ekimeuligis Qud wpioerEdsmiw
THu@SHar. yhsamews Qakmss saal aismisdufd,
saumflefGastarisfsr Aismars sréssms Crrée@Cart.

gaurflest 1897 mereufl 155 HedHusty wron
Qarybys sonwssHa sarg afT&STOGMT] UHSST.
Gerydy per @hgisest YuUirssarsda ooyl
UL Gnbhe urGummert. asurllast Qsmygby, s,
sueysfuT, SiEUTTSLTLD, wWirplurewTid gyl B&TRSN ST s
@rer gaflow pod Gug arsgsmar Lalg waypwrs
QurfiEgrisst. surgl figsmers srésh TG G
Gueny  ear@mefugl. Sigeruwarrs surhl eCaismear bt
Ouwfled @ehmsulld L uTLsTmREH 2 @Hardar.
wrripliuiremrid, Qamgiy, HECaramroma Curstn G kisafld

umLsreneuasat ssumbleaflsir GLwifey o meur e,

Gair QumsiTaTbUMD ETTLETSsT Sl Saumblsafist

Guim g om 6w & arfl eor IpHuenL U Geu G, WO e Lo,
EGEABOGuNe uyCusiurrssagrfow Hoefarmi.
BO0UTE 9|8 WIY. UHSMmRGESYSLTS afLriydsrng).
saumfils] HAssrCasr Hmnd g Hoflw

GerpQumflaismers QsTES5E mrors GQaefuil Lriassr.

oS orrs s

SbsEIaier QU “Qsmgiy weh HotrT aeruis”. Ems
onm Gprégn Curg, sadSsmpsE @FETMID
Apiu Qaugrs smudng. sumbs), s ndu 2 er ‘G

aiGausrarpgi Wrehsn” aorm Quelurdwug. @s
agardlsaflar pgod Qurfl Quuiliysd sllpréswrsayn
Qoellaupsg. sl efiCausrarhefsr Quufld i masemer,
Bhsl ULICITYRE DI 1T
e SpeEEHDd AYHGHSTNE. SHCUTS 8L gjsirermflsr

LOIT L0 65T 1D uifls & @pid,
uélmumw, digmarsow, EarGn YHsCapmd Yswrs,
Gurlipssmar HLITS SIS,

Gaurflest o miiu 2 emysdr geurg Ahgemerullsr
THarrellaGer; aambiisaisar digmars &mssibeamTad
2 heUULL 9Casir, Qakimsullar saalulld suertédyb
2 wWiFAD s, 2 WFGmuTSTTES 2 MiomdlusTermiser.
sarllsdl QEgssmer CrTéadl gmmamalug, oy
seoafuflgun LeFES sraralsH L Qperard. “GauefCw
YsTCaTImSHHE sveir miGLo
YLOSSLOLLTGD GBUITHMET 2 M55815 &6 EhRISH |

T GRGeT, weflgTsCar!
Felarefled geusst HmBSUTLITESE; Seuisd o hisamer
afiflousmw efltom’LriseT, SjuiseT HIHMTERTE SraLTer
epLpiisms Qer@ouflsar afis Comsrmagsr, @muomi
&p&d Yopow fISss sl OhssT. CaefiG aummiiser
waflgisGar! o hseEpmiw AdtarGn Gameraic @
GleusfiGi eur mrisssit; oyuwieh BT HEemeTL LT (HEISHT, SHHTGSST
ysrGarppl urmsuih Qesmumats LT GhiseT; WeTCaTTHEL
ST &n MIeUBel 15 55
suallé@® YsHusgun QerOss sHGLU sars
Apgmeamurh GrearOSHnTT Sl

urt, NerCrr&di urissres.....” .

BewrG surfss soflamisd Qup Gderm
dpgmarow  YE&H MMEHpri. “g! HhscisCar!
TUEHGUTTsaTTE, BrisT g GG eTaTaD WSS SMS5
Cpremng gl efefisarre! Sriser HESupaLi 2, ETLOT 5861,

&S5hETWeTer A I poukisaT! o & Fouddsnul L aifser,

Big el

[2]

Qrigsmafiu apid g — ukigeh



DsSwissr, Bhser &0 QuUT@GLaT oo, ererGa aMlifls gié
QareTEphisT. gpeimenioLd, SEMisYL YhEWD. F&EH
s0alfldT  BOSEG I EHEMLLETET
LTSNSO 2 HTSGSUSTED EBhoamsuis aumblser

QewpuL L @i.

@eom HOASmasmunb, SeTHONEmSmLLD 2ol Wweflgemesr

wyewr wefllseaTrés aflmer&pTser.

2 erenawrer g Aflwifisr Letry s smer Geoumih & 6
@iy L BEHprisar, g Aflui gafl uriyHgri’”
germeard s ufiyramurss gnimuiuGGsu wefssr
ds srgmarameas erHeAmmsr. grivmu Guererid
@unBlemECH 2y Hme NmeHng!. ST 2 mréELn Gamhasfls
s G SuEsHoL LGS LallSmIELL T SMBESEHHS
usuld glEib. Qar@EluaIfLiD reTaug @EhEsTHgNsT Qarhiés
g, QuouniEE Snkswsnd B\@mss GG armidd
QameTousnE. HaGaumeraafls gy plorer GernGumflassT &L
'r_f,]msnwrfgj fis@lfaamraugar®. IaTrd g6
UUETETEIRTE FTSTTamT sUTiGems  Sul, STHEMET
uBLILGIETH. B&558I0E SHEMS Banmsd soefifld
@eon gL G Lot &Geumb eflCousmsrhsGr Syou. l

“wefllgmbea  UMEEAGEGD  WIETSmS
Caieliu@ssints” saall eaarg surdsst Gugid
Qetydpriser. wells@sEi BnsG0 Osilnisssememamiu
QeusfiLBiH SieuCs sLownd” sterr seurLiiseT suslhymis SIEDTT &6,
56 @hs Grar® aegwhsaigh g afui Qe
Gouetorigws G &L6vLo, LOTEWToUT EUTLPATIQISTET SHEDLS6T TEVTE
GMSERSmTUILD HSHNISTEG, Gmpeaust TS GmiLmss
seauefiiursr sargy g Afursense sardlsst g),Gorgmer

o MIADTT 6T,

QuAtT &GS Gambllsst o) CaTEmeT s nIEnTTser.
sTitioemm eTetTenTmigen Leflgeneor(l Lsva srUILBS SueleoT meor.
A QuEGmrigst sUQuTgId uTFEsTsd 6T emeT &emer
Lig&@iblly aIPUMISSIEDTIEET ‘2 aré@l uplGu arg), 1§
@rLrer” e ussury Slpd Sriuriser. 9GsGuTe
feTemersEhHn  PLLTETSHETTE Gl
SuisafiLy gerursl Cudl o HErSILESSHaTTa Do &6
perGarl sfl@eug Hamanrid. GoOpsmaTs Sl SRS
FEHUEOLL 2 ari§FfHsmerl ysru@sang. LTHrS
@UGuUTWg 2 ateng sl ki Waopuin Geigre @ ean

LyyewsTioenL W @oer 2or&slLEISS Goustor BiLd.

wor fefQHpr ser,

‘s QIS HnsSHLEL, CaEpRiesT GaTHESILLD,
Co(mser samLmLaiser. @eurm gidlena JenL
P Qehwriser 6Ty Sumilasr e sl élrj,g;m&ursmluﬂ
upliynrisear. @&AGhsmarssT @ormaular  soai
auertERSEH Quilgih 2 saft 2 srerQgerauid . gy 6Tl &6 seoall
aiEfEGh oo HfemDsors alsH 1L Ggearama.
“Gousmen” sTeueuT ) QFwi Cosmor@Ld STRTLUSHES SHeumLilssT
@siury cardasn sEmANTIGH. Smasaflear epolrsé
Aflserey s&Hevw QaeliLBSansHE Casma” ster g GUWI.
SyerTed S gGement eEEs GevmaGur JEGs Cosmei G g).
SLEOSIWTR 2 BGHETSl CPMETEOW 2 WikS &hemem&arTe,
wCarsrargwrar @l Awukisermad Bl maukisst, GIran
USQID UMM o RISET ST mAIBISHT. TSNS R
@l A Caema. gIrdisvaisnrs oGarsi @l Suwiblsrm
Smaburd) ghme o gnrisdr. @eol Hub Guwrsreile
BEsss sum, o5 2 MmbHo KBS cpseruie
Yo&Gan. Grés pramsalh uGhs, gu@ard gief
@r&s5HNI Sig Glpbs Galsir(id. )5 2 L eSlgiersr geublaur
uliiseradgn alwmisg Hins GousimrGid. Iglelmr 2 61 g
@evSwgems uni £ o srefl b Gl L auebimsmrGLo @m. eTesrm)
seurlh auedlymssdnrt. @Es FHHismer @ohims D
S Afwi e, wreroisst gdu smeareng 2 Lelgib,

2 ararSHQId o emmig WHSEGCHN GeostrGib.

LTSS MHEE Saurllel sgag (PHeE Snfewl
Cursy @rssT Yoslh Qealisamd Cole Cuamm@n; NG
ufisg Qarsrer Geusmr@id. HSem 1N6TY WATMSG MOS
sflsHarn aors srilukismaruyn oG oICE,
Qaisfssaiturd urHSSUULTSL LeTSsSmail Lyl
sTAL R SHs0 CuEmaTmumL KUusH GG a5 g6
QarsTaude yuuwsrgLer FHUL Calsr . FmPSSGD
mPCUTEISELD JSTUSTLH, ImSms, Jiflenas Gurdl 6redr i
st adliyfisHugmid @ahmeuln ey Gt s@

6)sbm§]u51ﬁ) swamiy et IugnHE FhSTIUD oL’ L QeTeamib.

“sToarl uneTarhismeryh el HSIE s
el @ swrad urr g Cramea QFl, 251G 2 sTg Qeuet”
TeTUmS Sarae susdiymsgfpnigsr. gaumllsefiear
Apsoars srésn Quiimed soell aariédse Gufigi
oNSH Peraremg Gl BT gImiksamneon e G &gLns
Cora@h srd Gsaefime Qsaflaurdpgoanar. gars
B& 8IS &[S SISMET HIWID SHSHM Camstor (), Gleobiemaullsr
soell ueTiFHEHE  eTWMTeT

urisefilisny  Gewdw

(PG GOUTLOT &

@ig eaf

Qg sraiu eumLLd &8 — ukigesfl



DHBIN LM H@BID FIDUIAPID

GFeval Ca. smHS0S) (B. A. Dip. in Ed.)

suw aurpsmsuliln podsms Qaram®), b s
YerGarm QuetrssT LRIGTHN Wipwth. FD Sow araTHBian
Qustrgsit Seuit QUG LRISTHIILMS HTD LINES (PiglliTS). HOM
gmunes, Aimts Lemarelurs, gjeTystar sCarsfiurs aurphs)
auis Asreir( Cs1ie CLmpwiTT a6 Hevemiy HLd FLow e Hifled

D STermiosd @)sisne.

BhE Anig sCarsilurs aurphg oiul sumblsmers
mast 2 wdlneelss SHasudurmrun, dnks wearalurs
ourph gl Heir ) ETGHEGELTMESTID BrwsTTTTES QLSAWCSTH
Junurs gpuriafl mea awsdowuynd gHuGSS
WRMSWTSSTAUT®TLD FHTd aary wplug? sass
Heooullgn s0 @Grard ubGudssTa SOMLLTS ampibs

STOIESHTE YempTmTd ke Henerds CosirGLb.

FLw sgTUaTLNS Kb Carullsdasmer G Qusburgih
sGHHCHrL. Qulidan gouaidr suw aurpsme
PonsHtaty Qs higng. suw arpsoms
LNGASHCEHN GYme GHNSHD FTL UDLSESST
GyuwralllLred arpgsmstar wsH uplCatu musd

oflQEsTComd sTeiruCH Quir (.

Phg wssalar Qammsst 2 armoulla Fows
A gmearuilsr o lueL e simwaaTCal. Slipl gjeialiy
w_Gusty ofpab grimw Cumriu@ss (Aswiil @
ofCpgieT QFsaumemio) glomdl L, Lmouemy wreime
Gamramriser Gumeirm dAkgGememuth sow aumrpafer srAHGTTeICLL
E(GMEES Go st @ldeurkieseT @) LT oL efloréd) Bibein

Blemsowrhiss sTeirGm sn mGaustor B,

R Cuammsmilsr Gugenn @OUGTUTL G Hepoows e
gl sy Homaultatu Ansdpsg. wamsHsr Gurg
Gows AysHurs soaalurss AnsHsrn Quar smures
sueT Ry Hemevulled uTTRID LHSSSSEEMTS Clogih

2 Wit El6ir mme.

[y . . . . . .
LosiessuLs eTeTLI LosmemiomL’ & LommeseiT

BerasaL gearwésl Cumy”

st SmeusTEnalt. QonsHd Apks snus Gyema
THUOSSIugG Qonsdar  smaalowCu  Gufigb
Qurpisgitergl. “wmaraldE alarssn wLari” T
QuAGITT &6iT & euTTT 6. “lpes oo el sTsiremitd aunpemasiytn
BT 68 Cusm@. suwd’ @dang smeafufler
aurpsemsGur® WNerafil NeveorbHGULS. FLowd usiTUm ip 6T
SlgtiuenL uflér urgibufiu e pempuis FEUTTCLIG QeI (5 55
UGSt @@ Gusir sTEAT 9yfle; QupTLD B)@mhE WS,
Shuflsir gjeuet eumipssemas S UTTLINLSHed Sievinfe @l
aurensiursGal @& ELD. Kroalf Sl s@in gyl sl ayb
urgufiug Gam' um’iged e GuaiTanse BmsEh 2 mECiu
DIUET QUTLIE 08 Gy (R&GS gl Qeiiahng.

Ao suw Qussmsmard GumlssriuCsr@
GOBUSANCSHTCN Seir aTSmSmL 2S5 @6
S|u6T uTPd HWTE TPSEMSWD BLb LsTUT g 6T aulfl

JNERESE FoLss @@ QoG @t

@hgisssT aumpaish “Fuwn” earug fo Cam’ ur@ss
ST G RG uTRSmS QpBGw. s Gou ST HTL -
TS mSUTID BIHmesT KD STemT(Piglild. HTeneoiilsd TGl
frmy @opaumer Aoy olyd oymiis GhEo
Gumlipl B gjeusT GRDUS GFretrigenesr ~ Lsmflufieneor LTS
Y&5CaMH Gaginmh QFws, ST ampsms el ullsT
LW 2_riamel wWraiKGL sTeflBe oyfihg Qs (i SsTmg,.
@s5smaw Qumﬁmﬂs&r CsmamGlo Kb LTI 6T ailg AID
sramsd Geueor Gio. @ésmesw Quemwendl grwurd g6
GYhemsmuS Seir LU (& @edleh auamid@Ein HndHEucL
B suwsHsr AnsTen oL hidyserg erarari. Sill
srilGuGu GELUI Nemswriy o Gardng). @& @@buL
Aemewor(1Gu wid Fws ssaflufsr usTLTT G Saaluflsr (P60

umLLD.

BEg pafl

[2]

Qougsmefiu auggLd mg ~ LEKgef



&reuid Qg Carassmem @6Tn ElensmesTasr GumeTmI
Quetarasgmto LAl ueiTuT gl &6l QEOESTTD efadlés
Qaeor miedlC L ey, @sirmud ereTGougnid Hid sowiueseTUTH
Cusmlsar&siuGan@ssTorsd @ Cuigib GustmaarrGaGi
sreit sTemr S mGoustr . HHECarNDsfgd sLwSE
QararLrl Lhisafigin GuarsGer HGHurss &g
Qsrarfsrmeri. @eTenmu Hencoufayster @S GLetor sl
upiliyd eursdr f Gl @hail GueTaTTs aurgL
suflpsppamaruith BTid Qere| SESOUS) meuGLo.

wGsdhursnes TS 16 Gametor e HET(H Lis G, 1S,
Qurflsmers Qarar. @@ BTE. aGarm suwybd Ho
Carl urQEmerd & misums yfwd Curgl o &ww gfles
GopurlLre Ao aflsrmédaer @srm erpiuiuBls pe. Lm
o wdle sysmw Bmeulld gHul aemiEACUTG usmipw
UetoTUT g 657 e} Sl6nLSSITET QUTLREME FHEDL (PSHMEET 6060
Lr;Lh soupd mrd Cuamnh uTUTEID RS§IF GlEe (pipuor?
steirm GasraliGw @lirm GHUTES Cal sLLGSGTHG.

Fpamw Hameouflsd erHuBLh HemL 2 sl LTeusmse GUITETH
anjjgmﬁlensmﬂrﬁ UM 2608 euemi&d eTaTmTed Zjemeu @6dT M UHSTS
sTRU@susTssR. - REIQaT STRSHNID Gemeal sHuL (HeTerer.
@eafliyd wrHmbd ghuGe, Cgid aflEghesTer wpaTGaTHNSST6
FMULL FWSTW UaTTES TaTHmIe SSIaNd Up eleriFaGw.
Eeisuami &8 [BLh FLOW QTS 6TeLAEMSUTGILD (LT 630TIT 63T 60T ).
ST aueTTF sTeiLig) o simTenioufiey yssuemit FHAGW. e

AUTHEMS (PONGET, QUSSEIGEHT — LHLPWET 66D

ST SSHTEN0L RESHES5HHaHTUTS MLssLTg aaruGs
phE udynssiu_ GosmGag. Ugamul GustrmsorLiunod
umewt LTTHWD uysoullar auflebs @HsIt Guesmflsr yg)

6Ulg USHEMESGIL LITIg SBTIT60T.

‘iemios) Glussbredfloue Glempe el Gledansis
Quiminssni Gsreir.. &65GL LSS pis
FEITLIDOLILIR OTEST GYE LSBT

SeraiGa CLTSIITAT QUpsSLTL .

eTeaTayD LTL6) @RI CHTESSS56 8.

FYSTW LTHNSHTO Hb WESHHT — FLOW UTPMHIS
STSHHESTMTS0SHE &hgIng Fuwib ubHiu GuIT Sitomser

Siflefstrenioih Sripey L6ETLILITETsmLDLGLOLITSLD.

@O st yns Ceromsmss Gemearh
wHINGSH Hougl TETLMS HiTh DjMiGeurid.

“o_mINQUITSSE L&ESST QLILST DT CoumiGses

UETOLTSSM QUUSTD Gy ~

STETUG HHEHGD aUTHE. Upaurpsmsuley efigsm
gt ofleurd) Sl Gesraflutismers CBlps Gamstar ks
STTETSSTCRCW o1& MTISEMS ~ oW MT&MmS — Gsiets
UTR&EMS GTaSHNCsTaurss Tarm SHE0g Full
surpeflstt gpUueLulenss eflsriidls Garerarrann TG

g mGevstT (HILD.

QauI®d @i

gaumd aiCausmerha T LIDHHIer anpr

samd dCastarbsT Inhs Her aliprama meraf 129110 H&6 wrpriUTes i whHw sSooarh LT
LOGETL_LISH ojenans Heviiena @b &1 aumedlLir #idsapid, wmp. whHw s G)bs wmospapno @\ememth g HL_ ST,
@cuallpr staFow Fwrssms OBROLGSSHID Hanorsa)p Qamerim il L gl

Bovema B apgovant CoToaibETESOLITIE &aTLieEnID, alewT. WasT SHeemyme, 6Tib. uy. 7. STamii

S ECwri @b, Ffldvge, Gsveombw siwwhisefer il HHHCSTEIER HHEH@FUTDHIT. JenedSebms
@bs amdui shis’ Qurgls Gawemmenmid, & Geovbins @hg TS SHiemans QFumTa BT Hb. 5.
wCaTEye Senawamouicy pent_Qupp efipreflds ayCapLeny Hb. EHTHAH(HECESFVMIEITL Y HOILIL FI- Y TI0L
o angeonwd Horf HHUT . &. GUTFHIOT YDHD WIP. UNSMOESPSHS gramanGaip st Gugm®iluT Gum.
uneabs i fdaraer, wrp. seoalltiLesflCiunarnt sarHE sreir. sanflaraeib eraer, (6. U, DIB B APHSH6HT 3 FCW(HIDd
2 avgunpferit. wrp. wiSw sdoarh wremaisafsr sallsT Hapa sTaub R&pdPujio, H. speanTsgafen Gams
HapsSuyio @)L bQupper. Hm. 6T60. QEISTIAPTSE wesrpd ujen ywivd Plesm,

&. @Q\7sHen bS50
(SR @evimenas @bgI tomioestpis Gugmen)

@b eafl QaugsTealu amLth meg — ukigefl



LITLOMTGEM GV |

GG GUSBTRITHET GUINDH
(omersatims QHg aurdui shswyd wr. wsHy soarh Gs LrsTHWD ek BLISHw &aumd
sfiCausrarpst Gouid dear maumsHo @nGudD uTL®. WY, wsHw sagrufsr WpesTeuTmeir B pulemens &allest m.
&. eqsprofTaer gauisemrsd Gubpiu’L @0 urLmm, maunsdsr Curg Geraflme Gauks 6t Sm. &. & mewrmaiyer
umgull@sBgmr)

()]
uTys s Hesr wperSeammirsen GaulsCLibad e
usGasHo Carall_ G () LEILTE L 6iTamid
FTrHeng e’ L 10&TUI(S) SrarrCuibm) (F)
STTRBBHIS SHBHIUSMBH 5HaTuISQHTHNE
FON&E G Benem 56 Blipevrws 9 &6 (&)
GG wen o LTSS ($) F1og a5 5 6
CubpT&EE b BDILwe Sem s (K1) GlLih s & Hlerm
FTHOum QU &G aCasTesrhsT
2)
usvaueuptd G F NG BB ST &5 G S T el 6ot
LGy uilév sCrHBIrmd Btk Q & m e E)
Gsmevymean GoauefléGsmeTyg Cameirgilouh si
STweufl sienastouaSwmul(s) 1608 b6,
sovallaf semaTyuits s HlerpSumgin
Semat P 1 QouiiG uim@memem(4) & meosr 15l68r M
@amdeaemT wrCpr? Qausr QpiiE G (h5)
STWES® @\TTwE (B el CwwrssrT
. 3)
TS5 HTS et LUNDRG WK GH T D MID
FTHSHIMIH TS F et GG Tevsr (B ds & v eor
TS BeuhH L6l % EmH & & TUI(S) Sibenio 2,5 &
Jhpile Guuiurmenerg Ggiq Blermmi
FrsHOUP HIGUTHmens sTamib CuT&H 6o
HHUBCUDT HenevhHIEHHH ConTHlesrmr
STS5HO UM & BITLD F\([H 61 6301 651 B TGT
S 13 wghin CsaralGlwsvevrin DB uUHprT
1)
ST Rallbsmev 9 Grrmeat sremasTGy !
Sl L @hresteparfl &SI 1L %6t
Gl Lanf Quuia@urmeh 5meio GRGIT M 1D
CaamemwGuer Gwnsiwen s d & 14 GouetT it
er’_L_au@h NP LILIgGIaD 2 v upuiug
2 KOauh53 2 KOGy 2 aryIGuUbD T
F QiS5 & M®HID UGBS D S
GalvWHENSH S HTHRHC L 60Tdh FaP &G Ferpm
(5)
FL_rseflsir (1psvauG yers F&1PHHITTLO(S)
S ajen L w & el QUwFTG eving b
BTLBlwi Qu@oL_fmaser Byl @pmer
BO&®BI D il Hiesrenio BT 19 ek saT
BT Blws &wilapsd @) brFpmul (i)
WO LI & (3)6® D LI WlessT D QauIm eriiEd
CapLMw Gemp 2 witemen 108 &G emrsvevmin
Gaali_L g wrhGiL_Ceu Caemau@auigmir
(6)
DIMGTTHHIWDS OTBTL_ 1 60 FhasmhSasm
NBTHBL_Cou @hmegaefls Q& mgemwaernn)),
DA G Hlevend FrhHulCev FFiT S H1 @) 6srLitD
sTuiB_Ceu el apiy &8 &)\ wbhenas wirestir
sl eionbad 5 HwE St GoubhmdasTs
@\L-roufgniio TG Hleirm % oid <2, D mi LD
Bl S Blaugham s 08B emeuTID HHarTul D H(SH)
SHbhsallGon sTeh 5T HTpsen aumIpas !

Qe gefl Ougsrafiu amLD g — ukigef)



Fou. Ferrt(Lpseaury.Cauev
o )

leus Hmpenmsst ustTerflyeir®. ema JyHETaITS S,
srGer ggoumi fn@n Had s55 Hnarso. ~tnt CrréE
SHE6UTS H)

gromm ur@ln eurwrsr GlemerLi &emeuGLsosT.
wreflysiemmett. sumslgmietanmeir. GlnEhSlaeTarmeir. imarHiens
UTSITS6T euTS@E eTiofirmeir S pelemll LTRISTELD.

“Bemeoulleor Georeor GlewT Seor gemmuns Hmewllh CHmisH
Gt [Ho6VstT...” STETLISH (EHTEOTSTITILIT 5T 6T FOLBSIT HELOUT (S
(176.1) @& Cumeb Hppenmeaflsd aumasTaINMY ST QITSHE
— SIDMSE I|EHTERTENT S(HEUTHEG THTLSDEGE ST6iTmTSHe
QamaTaToumi.

Quuinusiruiser Qeusfliu@SHw Hpipenm HenmGlomifl.
Empwarey sTaid Gampelarsmel. f TWSEHT, 67S ST
I &E&HUGD Gerabar Gderhssflarrd GsrHssiuuEin
Gur@Germ HCumwrs gmuowrg. urL CUFHIGTTSA|D
Qamerar @Wweor gy @)sIauTsad CLITHeT GUT@HESeuTD. 265
S| GIUTHD Ijenlowerd sy womaalhEGl @ fldme.
SeurpreT T aGhLSs SeTCot arse o e
BHES Wewr sl smigsHCar, LHINCHT Saim DD SieTeTemLo
Gsntnas Gseafleur@n. 95 Hog SHamL Gmpoe.

SoumplurLed uvdiyssst U, UMD
ueellgursl USSSIUC p (HLUMSL LT&55E SiTeuTeumL.

IuuAiyd Gushssmar Emaumswrsl WNflssami.
Tsssse Tl QoGOUS REGeaums. LHMDWE QFTe
I NsHmILE), Gamsh wrd @miug.

2 GIIETSHNG QETHrammL 2 Hm GHT&H&HMTLD.
RETNI- TS S wriu uHNDEG OIS HSHTH.

ueir — Qaerflaid Smwemm — 3

Gl mshoum Gggyrs! @ 6ouTLOLISY [5 60T L0 6T

Blsbaur Gyggy iblunieyes yirusle sir

STSUSUTS Simlsnssiy 6y GhyerLgme)

[BEDSUITIT SOTITLOLY [FLOSS] sumILGaL.

@&5H w0 urlies epsrmmd gpuller epsTmmEy &
(ﬁrfu@mr'r’ STERTUSTGID. FuFHaumusmses sngardls &Hbs)
St eot It LosVE) EGILIGUIT 6TEVEUTS ShiG LD [HHIGET 6T6urLs Gl (heiT
@& meTaTeurmid.

Goumy uew uFlyssafier 905 & ‘oGt daré
sreawiu@in. pudlaurusms Hellsrmred BTWST oS
ShiensID BéEa 6Tty GUITmeT, Sjemioui.

susbeSlerid ‘i’ mmIBTLD, ‘& &SI ausedlsrin. il orHmiD
Qupy sEUrHNSmeSS STTHNGN. Thars SHIGD Srors
BrigSsirmerGour? @emmeausTred FaeiuGdsrmenGeour 6rsirm
swtumenL erglnfNefi@id.

Jisenesd sumafss @ramrH afNSLoma b UTL LD 6T6T
&M 50556 G&TeTameuLd.

ILETITRY (EHT T FILGSL GmLomsdT sTOLIG LT Lmlg TGy ?
MG Y TMiGEE Séieusmmanrd  UTL LGS 00 GaT
UsfTLenLemLD,
b, ‘6uT, ‘61T, 6 sTTamID s lp (S @I 2SIy 6vTID—
Slporss - 51 ysGamiudless.  urs 9
Clesmupon ymhurs Ast. CroEls SiflCasmsr
(puoemiomsis sl & (HSEVITIL (LpSEUIETT SITetT
SLbemiouyGromn Gluragenn &l prindinlems spgnilss
DosmLoGhusrd Sugefluan pmrGlLyars Qy&GerGa.

steTml U uSliyssefle sreamiu@eigl. @0 urL sl
@rstori_md oypuflsd mreomid EMlsd ojemLofGeTaT (PSEEUT STeH
TETUG (PSOET ST aer QG o uHIySSaln
STemT &SI &Slairm &)

PETORTWHD (PSEOEUET THTLSNGS ST SWYHSLD
Oar@seng. Dsromarudd Yot ST oimoa gl
QUTFSBLTS 2.6T6T Gl WeTHenmemed & (5T mg!.

SlayrrarGar®  Hmaurssd O TILLTAIG.
‘BLOESOUTIL QUT DS HTSET STET, TS 6TaSH QTGS
2188 arismaCur® YstasTeTer ot Haomey QU
QU FSSLD.

S s msiorL it Yrmesrid — ‘2_eGasemd sTerd QML)
‘o Qs srar Homey Qumeug QLY CrrésnES s

E\revor (B GlamsoLormHmd (S|SHSTersTsTIe)
us ufliysasafle 3 Hmuymn HnurauGsmns
Smludlas e 100 LT @rsirLmid gjpufls,

“oSSTaIET Dpwersd romroger BT eTerm
Qeusfll Ul Gisrer gl.  S@wUr oy Fer  Geuaflufiig e,
“ogsrasieny ranrshET et udésl QubHyETET S
sTemg eTmmIT Lm(hleugy?

36s Gurew 9 Hmuysnpulish Cepgermi uTpw
Splusieursior(h 9 uTLe0led, epesTmmd eulled mreumEhe T
LismLowmr Lsy LEILSSefled LNedrau(mor g Siemiowd, gyl
st aurpdlsy Ampid uaGlo G wrs” ereTm 2 a8

A udliyssafle,. g dseE wismTT Ty
dévemené Enmid usGo @LLores sreriLGEsiu Heten g1 @S
epaifl — L 2 sLT 360 LighayTmenr suflsmeulley Si(miLsvsumsioT(hll
SleueurGm MO SHI6TT G

eremg Filurs sonuThiaug? @emes Gursry GESLD
am miur (B & st & 6u S Sl (1 (L6 B Qsuafluf G & afle
&Temor U 60T METT. 2 NTEMLY 6R63T M), D|(HETTOTH&6T LOUL LI
urLeflsmen eTeiTLgl HEFWD. Yeurssr @S &msr
UTlg AT &6 sTeiTUMS Ijifieug) eTiing? @irrerre Gamypas s
poflwrsrmt BOS eped GQursert tstemsTwimt Smpenn
maulflLd o auisHugGure Heaie ararld  UMLES
ErrerreCeripsr @@t  Swmeuwmst GpmMoul@
2 _GUTIT S ST SEUEMT 2 60T emLemU 2 swrieugl Syfig GLimeyitd.

Qs gef

Crauggrsflu sumLLd e — Likigesfl



auehiGarlld@enin, gowiarmmyyio Cwinasi saumser Hmang. Hanevwid
aGwrduT @wewd smeovafar ey Casn@Csmer.
GupeiryenL_ufit !

Cunait saumbser Gmang Bleneowid guiermiyyid auGwnG it Geveuid - HF 2 gai

wrrplurssrd, sushresf] Qusd Beturiy géw urhg UL GLsHd CuriseTe Giprilemeowired 19981 gy air R QHTLS&id
W& &6 SisT Colpw af aurss QuTL e g Swahemn Gys s HifssHurar Hemsouie QleusfiGuwm Gousvoripus @, pHlemen sTHULL S
@ femeuemw 19956 wirpliumemrsHa HeoLQubm UL QuELL Gurgursfiystargl. UTUIré SamabaTe &S GLT BT g6
Qeig @b Quuikg asrelll Quaph Haiuridd sEGsbn UGES Hme BTt aflLworgh. Gifsrareafuld oy sranm
auGWrluiser of et Commib semaikg Hiflks Qurs) @ kisaflgi, smousSusTemnsaflgin @b siUabiseT L o ar@. Cugb
susieuflcs Qs Heoturifsd euGuwimut ugmofiy i Fww sepss ComeuursCa 2 GBS gisiarT 5.

@uferaranill Gurer seamfiseaflsr oypwTiesT 66T s 1y SLeTupD eGurduismers urTufés Ceusm@in ey
Siiurer smg sewarsns RepGaundusterert. g sryemTors 19960 Sy SeAGETELUND BT TREHS Bty Smes, GITTamia
BlLalgdma srramorss osal iUl @ 01 07. 97 & gyerhs g@ul, e AmieusmissT, srs smiuny HoeiergeT, HeueT
sflpilssr ACuTfsT @&gmpliuLsr ef aCurdur Bhnsms Swws g Curst samilsalsr SmamemerCu epuseiorss
Caram(® Geagms HLrsH amHGCoTD sHGUTWS EhnsHd 32 ST aEmLd, 19 GlustirasEpiome Glorgsin 51 Gui LwsrGLH )
UG SleTmenii.

65 awdlng Cuimu'L eranm aurduismer el UGS S 2 5HCWTESST G, 2 5ol gyeThs gHui
SyFCurflsr AurflsLer gemnddag amdsrCorid.

@ab%um@@m‘sr Blemevinpaser

- 2.ewrey, senfluirsaflsir Gouparn R FremaTée emur 3750.00. @ suCwmdusny &50slugTlisT @ LrssHNE GFua
esur 1500.00. @@ auGur Sluent e suwSSne 550sGILsTisT emur 17500.00. earfli glbueTpd urrfiiyn e amLSHnE
emum 663000.00.

@i GansHne ArksT B Goeomon Qs ibgid @ Bougms BL-Sgubd Quamh usmmrs Hésassm sriLn_ (Rl G,
2860, priseT QU 2 drarh QaTar® G @hnsms BLTSgIusHG R 2 56l epeirmi TESHHeTMS auphid G weflss
Cginukisallsr 2 sterhismer @aly massl, ossr UsiTemilugems ShsEhSEGD Shis GOUUSSaTTSEGh HamLde Coustr®id
e ENGSGHTSMsT Hmaugeow Cousvory BHdsTComid. HhuirsGaur QurmeatTeECour &gl FaO&MTD 6o & g1lstT G,

B8 euprigid Qurgg &S auEIG) FofOBTFS sHande @wssin 2692 gl CxHw CHdiiy ek
HENEHG @\0EHD 1297 o Hu arkdssT epaib Si@iueTh  eTaTUmE STy 6T Qsiflells sié QamerdleirGmmd. GCogyd @6
aflLwems Qasfipmige aurgglh movsr efl@pifissr, Quirat saurifsefsr Slpuiriser oy SHGwrlsir 2 Sallsemamyih mriseT Cumid
Qemsitemeurin sTemrés &(mgcleir Gmid.

BRI aF &6uTH(LpsiTer
ap. sHhHaTs
Bsvsvd sensveui.

WAV i%afeT Gloumn)
Sile Qaurtime Bhg LomoaTnSST HyETAND HLSSILLE augHid Gamgiy - @rgwamsns @i gié soqmiulsr Glaee wiremreut I OES]
STASEILCL ST CHTSEHD @it n) Liglipwns HenpGaflemamss smeméom pusns GnsEns,.
SLbS el LTED FaLGuhp &. QuT. §. U (WFET) LFC meuls Guapuy sa@Tiulld iy wramauiasdst dmiunass s HwenL i g,

usbBmesYsD GsnmshaTsr sE&duh QubmiTersri. @hs 5T LOmSTIT eI dh(eTheTT seuit @leveus wremTeut aflQlemwé Cer g e it STETLIG 63(15
Sl aflagwiongh.

wed @mOES NeTeneT s EheE gL oTasTISSaLD, SeuTseT ShiseT swaflmius QST HusHE 2 st sumsigin @hs) LOTL6IT M Eeurmed
BLSeIuGeursd @b Gas wreamar sGHmwus Cains o WisT @iy wTswmautsefsr 2&SH(PLd, BT Hen g LF e QeubBiun
oABF rifssiud L ger poBmmarsr g Gaumfliig ersiruemgudl (5 WwirLosiTmp, segm Bifsurssiph QuseLGSTer g,

@5 Geas wrarait alQHmws Cars smerss LremTeuit S(ehLd Sevailufles Amtiumen et FSusmL g, i srsHn pr@ Curhyid
ppfrmgsmTed Sy ColsmGin earLBD LToaTnE gL s, s giflui gy Afuiest gjmerairyG Quapailmpliug Gamer &l aer.

Bis gafl " Geu@gmailu aymLLd e — Lkigef



Saiva Periyar Sivapathasundaranar

Saivaperiyar memoril Address by Mr. R. Namasivayam, -
(President of the Thirukketheeswaram Temple Restoration Society) at Ramakrishna Hall, Wellawatha.

Saiva Periyar Sri La Sri S. Shivapadasundranar
B.A. was born in a family of Tamil, Sanskrit and Shaiva
scholars on 17th January 1877 at Puloly, Vadamarachi,
Jaffna District. His father Thiru Subramania Pillai was
a teacher and Tamil scholar. Thiru Subramaia Pillai's
brothers were Kumarasamy Pulavar and Thiru
Kanapathipillai. They and one of his sisters Thirumathy
Parupathipillai were all accomplished scholars. The
young Shivapadasundram had thus the good fortune of
learning Shaiva Religion and Tamil at Home. He learned
Sanskrit under Thiru Kanapathipillai who was a
Professor of Sanskrit at Maharajah College, Trivandram,
India. Later he graduated from the Madras University
and took to teaching which he performed with distinction
for over thirty five years. During this period he was the
Principal of Victoria College, Chulipuram, Valigamam
West, Jaffna, 1924-1933. On his retirement he took
residence at Kandavanam, Polikandy. His residence was
in proximity to the well known Shanmuga Temple. He
was an ardent devotee of this great temple.

Sri La Sri Shivapadasundranar B.A. had a razor
sharp intellect and penchant for logical thinking; these
qualities are reflected in all his writings. He was a
versatile writer and has written several books in-Tamil
and English on wide ranging subjects - Shaiva Religion,
Education, Psychology and Logic. His magnum opus in
Tamil was his brilliant commentary on Thiruvarudpayan,
one of the fourteen Saiva Sidhanta Epistemological
books and in English was his Saiva school of Hinduism.
This has been recognized as an outstanding book, it is
prescribed as a text book at the Benares University at
the sacred city of Benares (Kasi), India, for the M.A.
degree examination on Saiva Sidhantam. Most of his
other books are text books locally.

Sri La Sri Shivapadasundranar B.A. was a teacher
par excellence and an able administrator. The golden
period of Victoria College was during’ his stewardship
as Principal. It became a famous seat of learning, then,

Messrs N. Sabaratnam, S. Sithamparapillai, K.
Krishnapillai and V. Nadarajah were all Saiva Periar
Shivapadasundram's old students. They were Principals
of well known Colleges in Jaffna. Mr. C. Loganathan
General Manager of the Bank of Ceylon was another
distinguished old student of Saiva Periar.

In Malaysia and Singapore there were several old
students of Saiva Periar who held high positions in
Government service. They established a branch of the
Thiruketheeswaram Temple Restoration Society and
took part in the restoration work on an appeal made
by Saiva Periar.

Saiva Periyar was reputed to be a reformer of
recalcitrant pupils who were a problem to the parents
and other schools. Under his care they became
disciplined pupils, did well in their studies ans life. Saiva
Periyar Shivapadasundaranar worked with Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan and Hon. S.Rajaratnam in
founding the Hindu Board of Education. For three years,
1928-1930 Saiva Periar was the President of the Hindu
Board of Education, Jaffna. The services of the Hindu
Board of Education and Hon.S.Rajaratnam should be
commemorated.

In the year 1930 Saiva Periyar presided over the
Annual Sessions of the Jaffna Youth Congress lead by
Mr. Handy Perinpanayagam a leading Educationist,
Social Reformer and a disciple of Mahatma Ghandi. I
was an active member and served in the junior Wing of
the Executive Committee. One of the main objects of
the Youth Congress was the abolition of untouchability
and the Caste System from Tamil Society.

The annual Sessions of the Youth Congress was
held at the Teachers Training College of the Hindu Board
of Education at Thirunelvely, Jaffna. Itook part in this
Session. Saiva Periyar presided over the Sessions. In
his presidential address on 21.04.1930, Saiva Periyar
stated his views on Caste untouchability, equal seating
and Temple Entry putting in his own words', "there was
no such thing as untouchability in Varnashrama Dharma.
The imposition of social disablities such as not allowing
equal seating was not found in those Religious books
and there was no justification for it. "Within a few
minutes of the beginning of the Sessions, the hall was
stoned by the adherents of the Veda Agama Sangam, a
fundamentalist group of the Saivaites. The Sessions was
adjourned to the Ridegeway Hall, Jaffna; Saiva Periar
the President was unperturbed.
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When the Government made an order that
Minority Tamil Children in schools should be provided
equal seating facilities with other children Saiva Periyar
along with Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan and Hon. S.
Rajaratnam fully supported the Government order. They
got the Hindu Board of Education to implement it in all
it's school.

For several years Saiva Periyar served with
distinction as a Member of the Board of Education, an
advisory body nominated by the Government.

In the year 1945 Saiva Periyar visited the Sacred
City of Chidamparam in Tamilnadu. He had gone on a
pilgrimage to worship Lord Natarajah and he was invited
by the Sri Lankan undergraduates of the Annamalai
University to address them. He spoke with excellence
on the subject - "ygnsworia shsr Ou(penioud  Simewouyb."
Professor T. P. Meenachi Sundaranar, the eminent
Scholar presided over the lecture and commended it.

In 1931, Sri Lanka got the Donoughmore
Constitution. The Youth Congress rejected the
Constitutional Reforms as it fell short of independence.
Youth Congress called for the boycott of the ensuing
elections.

All candidates in the North except for the Mannar
seat had pledged not to hand over the Nomination Papers.
However on the Nomination Date Col. S. Saravanamuthu
heard this and let out an imprecation in filth. Saiya
Periyar just smiled.

With some persuasion Col. Saravanamuthu
yielded. Subsequently he profusely apologised to Sai(
Periyar.

Mr. C. Subramaniam (Orator) another eminent
educationist in his article :Thoughts on Saiva Periyar"
has observed as follows:- "Saiva Periyar is a man of
transparent sincerity, his utter selflessness, absence of
any trace of Ego and his keen intellect marked him out
as an outstanding personality".

Kirupananda Variar of Tamil Nadu another ardent
devotee of Lord Murugan had great regard for Saiva
Periyar. He considered Saiva Periyar as a Gnana
Achariar. Variar visited Saiva Periyar many times during
his sojourn at Valvettithurai Amman Temple delivering
a series of lectures. Kandavanam at Polikandy is adjacent
to Valvettithurai.

Mahatma Ghandi during his visit to Jaffna in the
year 1927, at the invitation of Saiva Periyar visited

Victoria College. Saiva Periyar received Mahatma with
great respect and garlanded him; Mahatma addressed
the Student Assembly and the Staff.

Saiva Periyar retired at the age of 55. He did not
ask for any extension as most of the Principals and
teachers would do. He refused to accept any farewell
function.

Saiva Periyar was eager to live as a Recluse at
Kandavanam, Polikandy a sprawling sea side village
halfway between Valvettithurai and Point Pedro. At
Kandavanam he spent most of his time serving his
favourite Deity the Lord of the Kandavanam Temple, in
serving the Lord he had Saint Appar Swamigal in his
mind and emulated his example.

Dr. C. Narayana Menon a former teacher of
English Literature at Victoria College - under Saiva
Periyar - when he heard of Saiva Periyar's retirement -
offered the Vice Principalship of the Benares University
- a key and prestigious post, Saiva Periar politely
declined it. He did not want even for a day to lose sight
of his Lord of the Kandavanam Temple. Dr. C. Narayana
Menon revered Saiva Periyar. I visited Dr. C. Narayana
Menon twice at the Benares University. Ilearned English
Literature under him at Victoria College. He was an
excellent teacher.

After Thuraichai Sivagnana Swamigal, author of

the classic Thiravida Ma Padiam (guemm ens& Souhmesr

gieumOaseile@ymei o umgui &iTgsiT) and our Sri La
SriAg Navalar of Nallur, Jaffna following their

eps, Saiva Periyar S. Shivapadasundaranar was
the greatest and the most profound Scholar and Author
both in Tamil and English in Saiva Religion and Saiva
Siddhanta Philosophy. N

We need more English books on Saiva Religion
and Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy.

Saiva Periyar had all his life served Saiva Religion
with single minded dedication and devotion and the Saiva
world would always remember him with gratitude.

The completin of the Thirupani (Hmiiuewd) of the
Thiruketheeswara Temple would be the most fitting and
ever lasting memorial for him. He attained the most
sacred Lotus feet of Sivaperuman on the 14th Day of
August, 1953 at his residence at Puloly.

Our present system of Education is lopsided bereft
of our Religion and Culture, our men and women who
received it attend temples and perform various rites and
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ceremonies and apply Viputhy without knowing their
significance, meaning and the real purpose; they are
performed as routine exercise traditionally followed in
the family. In consequence they do not know the
difference between Hinduism and Saivaism; they are
ignorant of the fact that Hinduism by itself is not a

religion; it is the common Nomenclature for a group of

religions - Saivam, Vaishnavam and Saktham, the three
main religions of India in practice; further they are
vulnerable and become adherents to one or other of the
following heretic faiths, not knowing that they are all
mirages of varying Dimension.

Sri Sathya Sai Baba Cult

Vallalar Ramalinga Swamigal Cult

Hawai Saivasm

Veera Saivasm

Anjaneya Cult

Ayappa Cult

Saktha Cult

Votaries of 'In Tamil Only' (seigsOp) in
Temple rites who too are ignorant of Saiva
Religion and its epitemology and its
philosophical System - Saiva Siddhantam, hence

S =Nl ol s

their desire to have everything in Tamil only.

Most of our priests are incompetent and not
properly ordained. They mechanically repeat the
Manthirams without knowing the meaning. We require
a Saiva Savant of Saiva periyar S. Sivapadasundaranar's
eminence and calibre to dispel this Mayai that has
engulfed.a section of our Society.

THE BIG QUESTION IS
"WHEN COMES SUCH LEADER"

I am certain of stirring up a hornet's Nest in
mentioning these frailities of our Saiva Society. I would
not be detered. I am only highlighting the true state of
affairs in the interest of our Saiva Religion and it's
philosophy. I consider it to be my duty.

Siva Achariars are venerated persons leading an
exemplary life learned in Sanskrit and Tamil the Vedas
Saiva Agamas, Paththathis, Pathinen puranas, Panniru
Thirumurai Saiva Siddhantam, Sitpa Shastra, Temple
Architecture and Astrology. They should have in addition
to donning Poonul (yenmev), receive all Deekais-Samaya
Deekai, Viseda Deekai and Nirvana Deekai and married
before they receive Acharya Abidekam from a competent
Sivachariar he should daily perform Anmartha Poosai.
(egsuonigs yewe ) He should not pay obeisance to any
one except to the Deity he serves - he should have a tuft

of hair (@®i0) kudumi. Only a Sivachariar could enter
the Sanctum Santorium. A Sivachariar could officiate
only in the following Temples:-

1. Sivan Temple with a joint Temple to the Sakthi-
Ambal

2. Vinayagar Temple

3. Subramaniya Temple

'He is enjoined not to officiate on Petite and Village
deities. He should not perform Thivasam, Anthietty,
funeral rites and he should not run after persons in power.

I am sorry to state that our present Priesthood is
in complete disarray and confusion causing great concern
among devotees. It has become merely professional
without any Spiritual Value.

Most of the persons ordained as Siva Achariars
are incompetent - they have no proper knowledge of the
Shastras-Vedas Sivagamams etc - they are ignorant of
both Tamil and Sanskrit, even those who know some
Sanskrit are poor in their intonation (2_&&mLeuLD).

The Siva Agamas prescribe five categories of
Saiva Priesthood order officiating in Temple Rites, Daily
and Special Poojas - BgHw enplisss yemass). They
are Acharyan, Archakan, Sathakan, Alangirathan and
Vasagan (pamiet, SHiFEae, FTHse, DieomddyHe,
UTESHE sTUTEeMe oullengbalFLow).

Acha}iyan should perform Naimithia Rites as per
Siva Agamas, Archakar shuld perform the Nithiya
Poojas, Alangirathan adorns the Deity, Sathagan presents

‘the materials required for the two catergories of Poojas

to the respective Priests. Vasaga recited Vedic
Manthirams, Othuvars who sings Thirumarais comes
under the category of Vasagan.

The Achraya Abideka Ceremonies are not
properly done. The weddings and funeral rites too are
improperly done. Any Vaideka part of these ceremonies
should also be done by Sivachaariars and not by
Sumartars who do not receive Siva Deekai.

To make things worse some of the Siva Achariars
are self appointed ones. Even the few Sivachariar who
are properly ordained and have the competency are
flouting the Saiva Agamic tenets and the rules of the
Paththathis to suit their convenience; they perform
consecration rites to Mariamman and other petty (£mi)
deities. At this rate our temple Rites would be reduced
to a farce.
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Most of our Temple Trustees including those of
our leading'temples are indifferent to the present state
of affairs. Probably they too are ignorant of the tenets
of the Saiva Religion. Only way we could remedy the
present situation is by

L. Reviving the Gurukulam Veda Agama Padasalai
of Thiruketheeswaram Temple that was suspended owing
to the present armed conflict that engulfed the North
and East part of Sri Lanka. It had all the facilities to
educate and train competent Siva Achariars.

2. To establish a high power disciplinary body
consisting of Siva Achriars Trustees and laymen who
are learned in Saiva shastras to function like the Christian
Pastorate to regulate the teachimg and training of
Sivachariar's and to maintain their competency and
decorum.

As an interim measure we could send Siva
Brahma students to be trained as Siva-Chariyas at the
Siva Agama Padasalai run by Dharmapura Adeenam of
Tamil Nadu. It is an excellent training centre. The
Thiruketheeswaram Temple Restoration Society could
make the necessory arrangement. In addition engage
Sivachariyas from Tamil Nadu to meet the shortage to
officiate at our main Temples.

3. Siva Achariyas are poorly paid and should be
given living allowance to live without wants leading a
decent life with dignity without looking for extra incorne
outside the Temple. At present they are poorly paid. In
this respect we should emulate Christion Missionaries.

Saiva Funeral rites of Non-Brahmins are
performed - by Saiva Kurukkal. He should have all the
credentials attributed to a Sivachariar, He should be
learned in the Vedas, Agamas Siddhanta Shastrars etc.
like a Sivachariar and should be trained similarly; he is
selected from traditionally vegetarian families. Saiva
Kurukkal cannot officiate in temples since he officiates
at Funerals. The rites are conducted both in Sanskrit
and Tamil. Paththathis prescribe the rites and the
Mantram. Saiva Kurukal should enjoy the same status
of a Sivachariar.

An Othuvar too should enjoy the same status as
a Sivachariar and Saiva Kurukal provided he leads an
exemplary life receiving Nirvana deekai with a Deeksha
Namam and performing Anmartha Poosai. There are
some Othuvars who degrade their position.

Rajarajah II the great Chola King who built the
magnificent Dharasuram Temple near Kumbakonam had

beatified and honoured one hundred of the Othuvars
who served the various temples in his kingdom, gave
them Deeksha Namams and established their images in
stone at the said Dharasuram Temple. He gave same
status to Thirumurai along with the Mantiram.

Saiva Siddhantha Philosophy is purely a Tamilian
concept of Yore. It is highly rational and scientific
keeping pace with modern science. It is our rich spiritual
heritage unique and profound without an equal.

Our greatest Samaya Kuravar (suw @reur)
Thirugnana Sambanthar prided himself by calling
himself “sulp @reor siugsr” he saw no danger to Tamil
by the use of Sanskrit Mantiram in our Temple rites and
otherwise; He stood for the due performance of our
Temple Rites as per the Siva Agamas. 'Kiriyai' one of
the path to Moksha is exhalted by him in his hymns. In
it, the use of Sanskrit Mantiram is imperative.

Thirugnana Sambanthar in the 7th Century AD
saved Saiva Religion Tamil and it's culture from the
Ariyan cult of Jainism and its culture.

Thirugnanasambanthar's Avathar was pre-
destined; He gained absolute knowledge (#eugpramin) at
the age of three (3). Thirugnanasambanthar in his
previous birth had reached the state of no more births;
however he was in his own words inveigled by
Sivaperuman to be born again. This was pre-destined to
save Saiva Religion and Tamil and it's culture. The
following hymn

“‘DrsamsS udsn” demonstrates it.

“BImé@Lr Qe LTl siGSHUTE S hsie

lg M&(SLOMNIl6VTS 6T6ITEmENT GLoiwiey Qi 1eln Loevorsouflstr Guosh
Uim&@orm sriligermi Nsellu@Ed o iy ol
pME@LTY S igamid: Sgs@Hsrm OssmenemCur”

Saint Sekilar in the great biographical epic of our
Saints has confirmed this.

Finally it is apt to recite here the folowing Hymn.

“QameemainL sHHOUTmT CarHss
gmi varé Gamesrggsref
dlebeureainTign HemsiLyes FoG et

Ay Gpnt CarrGi.

aflsbsomsior_ sevre g Systor GLogm

afl g6t eflemL i gsor

usbsomeser QL 6iTEpitd LIFHI SLGETamsEas
LIebeT ST (B o i &iCL”.

I had the good fortune of learning under Sri La Sri
Sivapadasundaram B. A. from 1924 to 1932 until I
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passed the London Matriculation Examination. I was
boarded with him at the college premises. In fact I was
initiated into the study of Saiva Siddhatam by him; He
had regular classes of Thiruvarudpayan at the college.

Sri La Sri Sivapadasundranar considered that all
living beings from a tiny ant to an elephant, common
with human beings, were all the handi work of
Sivaperuman and saw HIS imprint as Athmanathan in
them. His compassion for them were boundless. He
would not kill or permit to be killed any of them, a
bloodsucking bed bug or a poisnous centipede or a
venomous snake was not an exception. He gets up in
the middle of the night and tenderly picks up the bugs
one by one with his deft fingers and threw them out of
the window. On many an occasion I have joined himin
this midnight exercise of compassion. Once his cook
killed a poisonous centipede. He was horrified and was
in misery. However he would not desist from punishing
a recalcitrant pupil.

From his salary he helped financially old folks
who lived in the proximity of Victoria college and in
dire circumstances. He was also known to help
financially some of his relations in their education.
Personally he was sparing and frugal and lead a simple
life austere in many ways.

At Kandavanam I was his neighbour. Sri La Sri
Sivapadasundaranar had retired and taken permanent
residence there. T was then a Proctor and N. P. practising
at Colobmo. For the vacations I went to Kandavanam
and had the opportunity to meet him often. He was
horrified by the Non Brahmin Movement of Tamilnadu
and it's influence in the North and East of Sri Lanka
devaluing the Vedas and Saiva Agamas among the
younger generation of Shaivites.

Sri La Sri Shivapadasunaranar B. A. 's greatest
contribution to Shivaisim was his service to the ancient
Thiruketheeswaram Temple. He was responsible for
the founding of the Thiruketheeswaram Temple

restoration Society in the year 1948 and he was it's first
President. I1l health prevented him from being an active
participant in the day to day affairs of the Society; the
Late Thiru K. Kanagaratnam Chairman of Committees
deputised. He achieved what Sri La Sri Arumuga
Navalar could not do.

In the year 1952 Sri La Sri Shivapadasundaranar
B.A. resigned from the Society owing to the difference
of views he had with the Secretary of the Society on the
question of establishing the Navagraha images for
worship at the Thiruketheeswaram Temple. He rightly
contended that Navagrahams should not be established
in Saiva temples of all in Sivan Temple. Navagrahams
are petty Deities like Thikku Palagar to be appeased
and not worshipped with appropriate ceremonies
precribed - Navagraha Shanti and Navashanti.

Raja Raja Cholan I, whose mentor was Saint
Karur Thevar did not establish Navagrahams in the great
Temple of Tanjore he built. Navagraha establishment
in Saiva Temple is an innovation that came into existence
during the period under the influence of the Vaidigas.

Glories of Shaivaism was the last book wri’tten
by Sri La Sri Shivapadasundaram. B. A. It was done in
the year 1952.

In all his writtings Sri La Sri Shivapadasundaram
B. A. meticulously followed the footsteps of Sri La Sri
Arumuga Navalar.

Before he died he had arranged for the publication
of 'Glories of Shaivaism' and first edition was published
by the Saivaprakasa Press Jaffna in the year 1955. The
second edition of this book has been reprinted by the
All Ceylon Hindu Congress & has already been released.
I had the privilege of writing a foreword to it in very
humble way.

SIVA SIVA

2 VI b

RBTOD GHBIEHLI0 B\H& 5 CeuetsrL mid
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