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How to Celebrate Diwali?

Mahathma Gandhi

It would be no exaggeration to say that in this
Kaliyuga we have no right to celebrate Diwali with so
much jubilation. Our celebrating Diwali implies that we
feel we are living in Ramarajya. Do we have Ramarajya
in India today?

A king who is not prepared to listen to his
subjects, under whose rule the subjects get no milk to
drink, no food to eat and no cloth to wear, a king who
massacres his innocent subjects, who trades in wine, hemp
and opium, who, by eating pork, hurts the feelings of
Muslims and by eating beef the feelings of Hindu, who
threatens the very existence of Islam and gambles at horse-
racing - how can the subjects of such a king celebrate
Diwali?

Let no one labour under the delusion that this is
an exaggerated picture; if there is anyone who has such
fear, I shall be only too happy to be able to explain the
thing to him in all humility. If I am being in the least
unfair to the British, I am ready to be convinced of my
mistake and, on being convinced, I shall consider it my
religious duty to apologize to them.

I'would apply to any Indian Prince the standard -

I apply to the British Government. Actually, I apply a
much stricter standard to Indian Princes. Judging it even
by the lightest standard, I find British rule repugnant to
me. All my admiration for this rule has vanished.

I have the utmost respect for the courage of the
British. Their team spirit and organizing power are
wonderful. Their literature has much that is admirable.
Reading their Bible, I feel myself in bliss. However, their
selfishness overshadows their fine qualities. Their
activities have done nothing but harm to India. These
policies have ruined and emasculated the country. I am
convinced that never under Moghul rule, or at any other
time, were the people so thoroughly emasculated as they
are today. This is no accidental result but has been
deliberately brought about, and so I look upon this rule
as Ravanarajya. The government we dream of, I describe
as Ramarajya. Swaraj alone can be such Ramarajya.

How may we establish it?

In former times, the subjects did zapascharya when
they were oppressed. They believed that it was because of
their sins that they got a wicked king and so they tried to
purify themselves. The first step in this was to recognize a
monster as such and avoid him, to non-cooperate with him.
Even non-cooperation requires courage. To cultivate it, one

needs to give up comforts and pleasures. To receive education
provided by wicked Government, to accept honours at its
hands, to seek settlement of one’s disputes through its agency,
to help it in framing laws, to provide it with policemen, to
wear cloth produced by it, to do this while desiring that it
should perish is like trying to cut off the branch on which one
is sitting. This is nothing but sin. Nor, in this way, shall we
succeed in destroying the Government. How, then, should
we celebrate Diwali?

1. If our children are attending Government schools, we
should withdraw them from such schools.

2. 'We shouid start other schools in their place.

3. We should settle our disputes privately through
panchas.

4. If we are lawyers, we should give up practice.

5. We should resolve, if we are voters, and persuade
others, not to vote for any candidate. If anyone from
our own locality stands as a candidate, we should send
him a “card” requesting him to withdraw his
candidature.

6. We should introduce the sacred spinning-yheel in our
homes. o

7. We should get hand-spun yarn woverjnto clo’;t,w
wear such cloth, bearing the additiorfal Y)urdem_fgfﬁﬂ?e
sake of the country.

All these things need money, Qgcourse. Weshould,
therefore, donate what we can and§dﬂect cohiMbutions
from others. If the people liste me, I advise
them to do nothing during the Diwafi but engage #femselves
in work for swaraj.

This, at any rate, we should not do during Diwali:
Treat ourselves to pleasure,

Gamble, v

Prepare all manner of sweet dishes, and

enjoy ourselves with fire-works.

The money saved by renouncing these things, we should
donate for swaraj work.

This is the duty dictated by these difficult times.
When we have the Government of our dream, we may
enjoy some innocent pleasures. At present, however, the
people are in mourning, they are widowed. At such a time,
they can have no celebrations.




Professor Kailasanatha
Kurukkal, a leading Sri Lankan
Brahmin, attained "Sivapatham" on 7th August 2000 in
Australia. His demise at the age of seventy-nine years is
an irredeemable loss to the Saiva community. He hails
from a revered Brahmin family, in Tirunelvely, Jaffna, noted
for its scholarly approach of the Agamic ritual traditions
prevalent in the Saiva Temples of South India and Sir
Lanka. Having completed his early education at the Nallur
Mangaiyarkkarasi Vidyasalai and at the then Parameswara
College (the fore runner to the Sri Lanka University Jaffna
Campus) he proceeded to Peradeniya for his University
Education and came under the influence of Swami
Vipulananda, a reputed scholar. His lecturer in Sanskrit
was Professor Miss Betty Hymen and she had a great
respect for him. Kailasanathar's father, a practising priest,
was also his Guru in learning the intricacies of Saiva Agama
rituals and the Sanskrit language in which he eventually
adomned the Professorial chair at the Jaffna university. He
was well trained from early child-hood in the intricate liturgy
that has been passed down to him from his father. In
addition he was privileged to learn for more than a decade
at the feet of renowned men like Viakam S.Sithambara
Sastri S. Srinivasa Sastri and T.K.Sitharama Sastri, all
three of them were popular grammarians. He held in great
reverence these learned men for willingly imparting their
knowledge and experience in the Hindu Sastras to him.
He was proficient in many languages viz.: Tamil, English,
Latin, Sanskrit, Pali, German and French. Procuring a
working knowledge of the last two languages was
considered by him as essential, in so far as they are relevant
to the Hindu Temple cults.

2. Kailasanathar married in August 1940 and entered
family life, officiating priests are almost always married
men, while their assistants may be unmarried
brahmacharis or widowers. He graduated (B.A.Hon's.)
in 1947 and completed his M.A.in 1949. His research
oriented studies in the Vedas, Agamas and allied texts
under the guidance of Professor T.R.Moorthy earned for
him the coveted title "Doctor of Philosophy" from the
University of Poona, North India. Returning to Sri Lanka
he assumed charge of the Sanskrit Section of the
University initially in Colombo and later at Peradeniya.

THE LATE PROF. K.KAILASANATHA KURUKKAL,
M.A. (Ceylon) PhD. (Poona)
by S. Ratnapragasam

Along with Professors A.M.Mylvaganam and
S.Selvanayagam he was largely responsible for
encouraging and helping the University Hindu Students’
Association to establish in nineteen sixty eight (1968) the
Murugan Temple popularly known as Kunruk Kumaran
at the Peradeniya Campus. This helped to propagate the
Saiva faith amongst university students and the Hindu
Public living in the adjacent areas. It remains a living
monument to their memory.

3. Prof. Kailasanatha kurukkal was the first to occupy
the Chair of Hindu Civilization set up in 1975 at the Jaffna
University. During this period he also headed the
Ramanathan Academy of Fine Arts set up at
Maruthanamadam, Inuvil, Jaffna. He thus dedicated
nearly forty years of his life to the cause of Hindu
Education and Culture. The famous Kanchi Kama Kodi
Peedathipathy Jagathguru Sri Sankarachariya Swami
blessed him personally in 1976. Audience with the Swami
was a rare privilege and the professor was rejoiced that
he had that chance in his life. He reckoned this memorable
event as the crowning of all his achievements. He retired
from active service in 1986. The Jaffna University
Honoured him with the title "Doctor of Literature" in 1998.

4. Apart from being a respected academic in the Hindu
Tamil cults, Prof. Kailasanathar also did maintain the
family tradition of being a "Practising Priest" with
specialized knowledge of the rituals in the temples of Siva,
Devi, Ganesha, Subramaniya and Bhairavar. He
officiated as the Chief Priest in many consecration
ceremonies (Kumbaabishekam) in leading Hindu Tamples
at Munneswaram, Chilaw (1963 and 1990) the Nallur
Sivan Temple (1988) in Sri Lanka and overseas at the




Singapore Hindu Tample (1991) and the Siva-Vishnu
Tample (1995) in Melbourne, Australia. Eminent
officiating Hindu chief Priests of Sri Lanka fame like
Swami Visuvanatha Kurukkal (Navaly) and Parameswara
Kurukkal (Ninathivu) of his time, did respect the
Professor's deep Knowledge and experience and sought
his counsel for guidance. The reverence was mutual and
they took to him warmly as he was not only totally
informed about the subject but could put it across cogently
and convincingly with a complete absence of pedantry.
The learned Professor in Sanskrit was strong in his
convictions and tremendously eloquent in giving
expression to his thoughts. He was never opinionated.
He was invited to read a paper at the World Hindu
Congress that was held in Madras. South India in 1976.
The 1977 session was chaired by Dr. T.M.Mahadevan
and the Professor presided over the seminars held there.

5. He enjoyed a fulfilling and dynamic role in preserving
the Hindu Temples. His participation, with great devotion
and meticulous observance of the ritualistic practices in
conducting the "Sri Chankara Pooja" and the " Chandi
Homa" during the Vasantha Navarathri period at
Munneswaram drew large crowds to the temple at Chilaw
to witness these festivals, The masterly manner in which
he invokes the presence of the Deity through mantrams,
mudras, and esoteric ritual during the pooja evoked in

6. While holidaying in London he lost his beloved wife in
October 1999 and he was devastated, as she was an ideal
housewife and companion to him; an anti-climax in his life
began, constraining him to leave his country of birth and
move (o Australia to join his children. He had many
publications to his credit - Two books in Sanskrit for
beginners "Tlagupotham" Part I and IL, and in Tamil
"History of Sanskrit Literature”, etc; His book "Rituals in
Hindu Tamples

and later in 1992, is the most significant. He admits in its
Preface that it is only an abridged version, in Tamil, of his
comprehensive volume, in English with ten long chapters-
the resultant handi work of his extensive research,

7. A conservative and enlightened thinker, Prof.
Kailasanatha Kurukkal was candid in disclosing to the
reader whatever he learnt in his reserch and was always
frank about his sources, a hall-mark of a good scholar.
He had also been faithful to the rigorous demands of
intellectual discipline. He asserts that nothing
undocumented has been recorded. To him, education was
a life long process. In him there was a harmonious
combination of intellect, the heart and the soul constituting
the true economics of education. In a land where prophets
go largely unhonured and fakes and mediocrities are
replacing men of worth we must remember men of talent
and commitment like Prof. Kailasanatha Kurukkal. On
the eve of his departure to Australia in Januaray 1994 he
held the eminent position as the Director of the Sri Muthu
Vinayagar Vedagamic Research Institute, the Gurukulam,
and Vethagama Pathasala at 233, Sea street. Colombo
11. The onus of replacing him in these institutions with a
scholar and a practising priest of his calibre appears a
Herculean task with mass emigration of valuable talent
out of the country in the perennial war situation in Sri
Lanka for nearly two decades now. The loss of this
remarkable man, with his encyclopedic knowledge of the
Hindu Sastras, who did so much so deftly to preserve the
Hindu Temple Tradition and religious practices in the fast
quarter of the twentieth century will be sorely felt.
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ZND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SEMINAR ON SKANDH-MURUKAN
CONFERENCE DATES ANNOUNCED: 2-5 MAY 2001 IN MAURITIUS

Following recent national elections, the
Government of Mauritius has
expressed its readiness to host the
Second International Conference
Seminar on Skanda-Murukan in
Mauritius during the period of 2 to 5
May, 2001.

2nd CONFERENCE THEME
The theme of the 2nd Conference is: "Murukan Bhakti
across the Indian Ocean"

LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISING
COMMITTEES

The Institute of Asian Studies (Chennai), which organised
and hosted the First International Conference on
SkandaMurukan in December 1998, will once ‘again
coordinate international planning efforts. The Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Moka, Mauritius, will organise local
planning efforts in Mauritius to organise the Conference
and host the international delegates with accommodation,
meals and local transport.

Enquiries about arrangements in Mauritius should be
directed to the local organising secretary, Ms. Maga
Ramasamy ~ (E-mail:
mramasamy @airmauritius.intnet.mu).Ms Ramasamy's e-
mail address can also found on the Murukan Conference
home page:

http://www.murugan.org/events/conf2001.htm

IN ABSENTIA PRESENTATIONS

Because of the considerable distance and expense involved
for many potential delegates to attend a conference in
Mauritius, it has been decided that delegates whose
research papers have been accepted

for presentation may also have their papers read at the
Conference in absentia. Kindly contact us if you wish to

submit a research paper without attending the Conference.

LANGUAGE OF PRESENTATION

It has also been decided to accept research papers and
presentations in French as well as in English and Tamil
languages, as French is the official language of the host

nation and many qualified scholars
are proficient in French.

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
The International Planning Committee based at the
Institute of Asian Studies has printed official brochure-
announcements for the Conference, including registration
forms and full details about the

2nd Murukan Conference. Interested individuals may also
contact the Murukan Conference organisers directly at:

Murukan Conference Organising Committee Institute of
Asian Studies Asia Gardens

Chemmancherry PO Sholinganallur Chennai - 600 119
India.

E-mail: ias@xlweb.com
Telefax: (091) 44 496-0959 or (091) 44 496-0085

MURUKAN CONFERENCE WEBSITE:
For more information and online registration form, go to
the official website of the Murukan Conference at:

http://www.murugan.org/events/conf2001.htm

ONLINE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Conference registration (observers and participants) may
be done online at:

http://www.murugan.org/events/mu_conf_reg.htm

PUBLICATION OF RESEARCH ARTICLES FROM
FIRST MURUKAN CONFERENCE

Due to the surprisingly large number of papers submitted
at the First

International Conference on Skanda-Murukan, the
editorial process of

selecting outstanding papers and finalising them for
eventual

_publication is taking longer than was first planned.

The organisers however have pledged that that
outstanding
papers presented at the First Conference will be edited
and published :
before the Second Conference in Mauritius. Already




twenty research Murugan.org”). Please write to him if you have any

papers have been published on the www.Murugan.org  questions or suggestions regarding the Murukan

website in digital Conference.

format, including several with

accompanying photo and graphic documentation. The  FUTURE MURUKAN CONFERENCE

index of articles NEWSLETTERS IN 2000-2001

is found at: The next Murukan Conference Newsletter will appear in
November 2000. If you know someone who might be

http://www.murugan.org/research/98papers.htm interested, kindly forward this newsletter to them by email.

CONFERENCE EDITOR ON SABBATICAL IN USA:
Murukan Conference secretary and volume editor Patrick
Harrigan is currently in the USA on sabbatical, where he
is continuing to edit research papers and handle
Conference correspondence (and publish this newsletter).
He may be contacted by e-mail at:
editor@murugan.org(pronounced "editor at

MURUKAN CONFERENCE WEBSITE

For full details and e-mail addresses (which may not
always display properly on this newsletter) go to the
official Murukan Conference website at:

http://www.murugan.org/events/conf2001.htm
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