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ORIGIN OF THE UNIVERSE & ITS CREATION

ANCIENT HINDU SAGES DECLARATION AND RECENT SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS

S. Ratnarajah, Newcastle, NSW

SCIENCE

Astronomers and astrophysicists are still continuing
their research on cosmology. Will they be able to know
the fullness and mystery of the "cluster of galaxies”
at any time? They continue to observe many
illuminous stars called "Quasers", whose light takes
many decades to reach the earth. So when will this
research end? Let us think!

When we are in the universe; can we think we are outside
the universe? How can we see the absoluteness of the
universe when we look through a piece of glass
(telescope, microscope etc.)? Scientists senses (intellect)
feel that they are observing something separate. They
forgot that they constitute as an object of this universe.

We are proceeding in the 21st century with the fantastic
advancement of material facilities provided by science,
which is proceeding with an uncertainty principle without
knowing the "TRUTH' and the absoluteness of the
Universe. We should break the glass and detach from
objects and attach to the Supreme substratum of every
object.

THE BIG BANG THEORY

Big Bang Theory is the name given to the scientific idea
about the 'origin of the universe'. Scientists namely,
George Lemaitone, Robert Wilson and Govind Swaroop,
have significantly contributed to this theory.
Dr. Weinberg has further refined this and provided this
as a standard model. It says that in the beginning all the
available cosmic forces were compressed to a small
volume and called "Cosmic Egg". The potential energy
within made this to burst in a cataclysmic way which
has no perfect centre as normal bursts. It occurred
everywhere while expanding. Simultaneously it filled
the space with matter and was tremendously hotter than
the temperature of the hottest star. They say that
explosion is continuing and the universe is still expanding.
Itis the view of their minds fed by the senses. Itis not
"soul conscious” discriminative intellect which knows
which is "TRUTH"

The organic molecules are being poured in abundance
endlessly. Life evolved in different forms due to "Natural
Selection” thrived and others perished. Any form should
adapt to the environment - the "Natural Calamities”.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

%  What was the substratum for the "Cosmic Egg" and
where was it hanging?.

% Can creation, sustenance and reabsorption occur
without a base?

* Was there a pre-existing space? Into what did
expansion took place?

* Why didn't science speak about directions and
boundaries of expansion? Is it because a cataclysmic
expansion by explosion means boundaries and
directions cannot be stated by physical vision?

*  What was the purpose of contraction and expansion?

If it is creation, why is everything subject to change?
Can anyone prevent this withering and death of
manifested things?

THINK! THINK! and THINK!

Science provides immense facilities with its 'advanced
theories' changing the 'old ones, This appears as an
immense gift to the changing world. How can science -
a changing process assert the changeless substratum the
"TRUTH"? without it nothing can exist.

TRUTH

Now, what is "TRUTH"? We observe and feel that
everything is in a constant flux and is subject to change.
Anything that changes is not permanent. It has 'birth
and death' and 'origin' and 'end'.

To tell about a change logically, there must be something
unchanging - static and ever permanent to compare and
contrast. This is the substratum of the TRUTH. It is
beyond all normal, 'waking', 'dreaming’, and 'deep sleep’
states. Senses intellect cannot see it as one cannot see
his own eyes. It can be realized only in the fourth
'Thuriya' state where you are one with it.
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It is nameless, formless, omnipresent, omniscient and
omnipotent supreme consciousness. From this, everything
evolves, revolves, round it and resolve unto it. This base
is "Truth”. Sage 'Thayumanavar' clearly stated the
‘omnipresent’ nature as ‘Neekam ara niraintha pari
poorana anantham' in Tamil. This "TRUTH" is
generally called as "GOD" by all.

SPRITUALITY

Religions in General and Hinduism

Generally, Bible, Koran and Buddhist Scriptures state
that if one follows these ‘code of practices, you will be
divine in life. They never proceeded to explain the
‘cosmos’ and left it as a mystery. Now, Hinduism not
only teaches how we should live but also educates the
"TRUTH' through temples, deities, thevarams, puranas,
vedas, agamas and upanishads.

"Hinduism is "Vethantham and Saiva Sithantham". Tt

calls the TRUTH as 'BRAHMAN' and 'SHIVA'. It is
so vast to be conceived by mind. Sages through deities
explained the TRUTH' in parts and to conceive it and
worship them as 'God', because it educates even the
socially educated scholars about 'SHIVA' and evolve
their discriminative knowledge to 'self-realization'.
Swami Vivekananda says "Intellectual giants are
spiritual kids'.

KANTHA PURANAM and MURUGAN

Sage "Veyasar” wrote eighteen puranas in 'Sanskrit'.
One was 'Skanda puranam'. about ‘Murugan' and its
aspects of TRUTH - BRAHMAN. Saint kachiappa
Sivachariyar wrote it in Tamil "SHIVA" - the almighty
‘TRUTH'.

Science tell this universe is nothing, but aggregate
of atoms with charged particles. Thousands of years
ago this fact was declared by Sages. 'SHIVA', the
only 'ONE' is beyond all senses perception. He has
reduced himself to atoms in projecting this universe.
For the mind to conceive it, 'Murugan' and his birth
explains this very well. The atoms creates
heterogeneous forms.

When Shiva's meditation (static state) was disturbed
by 'devas’ (Positive divine thoughts) to give them a
child to protect them from Asuras (negative,

revengeful ill treating thoughts); the static potential
energy revolved by its magnanimous dynamic effect
within itself. Shiva who constituted both positive and
negative and was 'nothing'; appeared as everything
in its swirling movement. Saiva Sithanatham declares
this fact.

Shiva forms six faces: Eesanam - East; Atho - Down;
Vaamanam - West; Akoram - North; Sathyothanam -
Up; and Tharpurusam - South. These faces indicate
the six side as boundaries and endless directions of the
universe. Devas thought Shiva without his consort
‘parvathy’ cannot give them a child to protect them. This
is normal but Shiva himself through his wisdom gives
Murugan his own atomic form to protect '‘Devas’. No
one else can make the negative thoughts divine.

KANTHA PURANAM and SCIENCE

Nothing occurred outside the six sides and directions
(endless) because it covers the entire "TRUTH'. The
absolute 'SHIVA'. All bursts and expansions were within
'SHIVA' There was no pre-existing space. Hinduism
clears the difficulties of science. It cannot understand
‘TRUTH' and will never know it; because it wants
material proof. "TRUTH' is beyond material proofs. So
science in its material research only, will never find
‘TRUTH' and establish it.

Kantha Puranam states six splints were left out from
‘Middle eye of wisdom' of each face. These were
tremendously warm. Science agrees on this tremendous
heat at the 'origin of the Cosmos'.

Shiva, the static base forms a vibratory motion within;
that is the meaning of 'Release of splints'. Splints are
‘atoms', and the motion created 'space'. At first space
was formed. The space could not bear the heat of the
splints and they were given to the air. As the second
step gaseous atmospheric condition evolved. Then wind
gave it to fire. As the third step warmth at different
temperatures appeared as the third constituent. Due to
unbearable heat, splints were taken over by water. So
the fourth state was appearance of water, Science says
'the tremendous heat at the beginning cooled down to
form a molten colloidal mass'. This is water and earth.
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Further Kantha Puranam states the splints were left on
six lotus flowers in the water pond - Saravana Poikai.
It means the colloidal nature at the beginning of universe.
Lotus roots to the earth at the depth of the pond. It
means 'earth’ is formed.

Hinduism declared then the constituents of the universe
as (1) space; (2) atmospheric gases; (3) fire; (4) water;
and (5) earth. These are the main constituents, known
as Pancha Poothankal. Any new finding by science
are from these and they are not separate from them.
This expansion shows that contraction is also possible.

Expansion: From 'SHIVA'. The Universe-Space - Air -
Fire - Water - Earth (dynamic form). Contraction: from
'Universe' the 'SHIVA'": Earth - Water - Fire - Air - Space
- SHIVA' (Static Form).

Science bluntly states that universe will collapse one
day and everything will cease to exist. But it neither
stated how the expansion occurred in a step - wise
method producing its constituents, nor contracts or
collapse in a methodical pattern.

The six splints on six lotus flowers were united by
'Parvathy', the energy-unmanifested (Sakthi) to manifested
energy as Kanthan (Murugan). Unmanifested energy only
descends down to manifest every activity here. Kantha
Puranam states due to unbearable heat of the splints,
Parvathy ran away from shiva. So Shiva is Murugan
Himself. It shows the universe absolute form of Shiva
and his son Murugan is its constituents 'atoms’. So Shiva
is nothing but Murugan.

. Kanthan was formed by uniting the six splints by
f’arvathy. These are manifested energies for the
universe and then they link with Shiva. Shiva is
energizer and Parvathy is energy.

Kanthan - the atomic manifestation was given to six
ladies (Karthikai Penkal) from six sides to be fed
and brought up. It is the environment that feeds the
organic molecules and sustains it in this universe in
different forms.

Hindu sages observed that activities in this universe

like creation, sustenance etc. were in a TRIAD form.

Three and its multiples. So they considered through

their discriminative faulty in 'Nirvikalpa Samathy' that

number 'six' suited creative activities. This aspect of

Shiva was named Murugan with six faces, twelve .
hands and eighteen eyes.

In ancient days people were not much educated.
Sages built temples, had ritual worships and wrote
puranas to attract the common people from worldly
life to at least know about 'TRUTH'. Even in these
scientific days, educated people mostly don't pay much
attention for 'self - realization'. People generally think
Hinduism as a bundle of nonsense. Because of their
material interest spirituality is an unwanted garbage
for them. What is the purpose of life? Please ask
science! But if they want to know what nonsense is
this? Every deity in a temple will tell them an aspect
of 'Truth' and will realize the 'sense' in it. if they
sincerely coniemplate on it.

SCIENTIFIC PROOF FOR MURUGAN

Carbon is the most important element to form hydro -
carbons. Organic chemistry teaches about organic
compounds only now. The subatomic configuration of carbon
consists of six protons and six neutrons forming the nucleus
and six electrons are revolving round it in cycles or orbits.
Science now has established that 'carbon’ is essential for
living molecules.

Sages design of Murugan deity and its sculpture work
(visvakarma - sculpture & Artist - Ravi Varma) is six
faces - six protons and the nucleus consists of six proton
plus six neutrons. ie: twelve hands. Three eyes on each
face totally to eighteen. That is the total of carbon atom
configuration, comprising six protons, six neutrons and
six electrons.

The nucleus is positive in charge due to the presence
of protons. The neutrons are chargeless and have
atomic weight. This means they are balanced and as
such no charge in them. This balance energy is Gnana
Sakti and present in (balanced chargeless power) every
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_atom of the universe. It means Gnana Sakti - Shiva in
its reduced atomic state - Murugan is omnipresent.
Murugan deity which indicates the present research in
carbon atom and its findings shows this creates life.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Murugan deity and Kantha Puranam further explains
several facts about TRUTH even though in whole it is
only an aspect of the magnanimous absolute
consciousness - SHIVA. Science in its provision of
luxurious facilities to live has neither given peace to
mind nor had developed the inner personality of an
individual.

Hinduism advises everyone to awake up from normal
'waking, dreaming and deep sleep states' to the fourth
‘Thuriyaa' state (Lord Shiva). Lord Shiva's
meditative posture declares this and show how one
can realize him.

Scientists who are themselves changing proceeds from
‘effect to cause'. Where as sages through 'self -
realization' realized the "TRUTH' knows the cause and
decleres the effect. They know that Shiva is the cosmic
Noumenon and it is the 'static back bone' of its dynamic
- phenomenal activity. It is the (unchanging) common
denominator for this (universe) kaleidoscopic numerator.
It has no circumference and has centres everywhere.
This then is the TRUTH - Shiva for anything to
compare and contrast in this world and universe.

We as human beings are the highest evolved because
discriminative knowledge is not bestowed to other living
things. But, mostly even the scientists are using their
senses intellect only in objective researches.

Discriminative knowledge is what distinguishes the
changeless from the changing, the real from the unreal.
It attaches one to the 'soul’, the 'self’ and make one be
'self’ conscious and realizes the 'self' in him and the
'self' in all.

This article only deals with the 'origin of life and cosmos'.
It is only a brief outline of the facts. It Will enlighten us
from the material world and awaken our subtle intellect
to 'awareness’. This will make us realize the "purpose
of life". Why we are born in this world? Who we are?

Think! Think! And Think! until we know the 'self' which
Hinduism explains as 'SHIVA' or ' BRAHMAN' where
science has not awakened its discriminative knowledge
and achieved 'bliss' on that 'state’. Hindu Sages lived
and showed to masses the 'Purpose of life'. Even now it
is taking place.

The conclusion of Hinduism is "Pray, Pray and Pi'ay"
until "self-realization” is achieved and ego is cleansed.
This will show the 'absoluteness of the universe and
unthinkable TRUTH. If we do not make use of the
'human body' for this we are subject to unimaginable
births and not cessation of birth.

‘Forms get deformed to reform, Everything will evolve
and revolve until it resolve unto it. That is cessation of
birth and no further activity of the mind. Itis'awareness'
a balanced state of mind.

Remember ‘Murugan'. Gnana Sakti is present in every
atom of this universe (omnipresent nature) and in us.
Prayer is the best method to tranquilize the mind of general
. "SOulll

masses. " Pray - Pray and Pray and evolve"
consciousness.
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(0 KATARAGAMA PADA YATRA IN PROGRESS

Kataragama pada Yatra pilgrims reach
Trincomalee First pada yatra since 1983 from Mullaitivu,,
Jaffna districts.

(Trincimalee, June 5) Sinhalese and foreign
devotees as well as ardent Tamil devotees from Jaffna,
Mannar, Vavuniya and Trincomalee who assembled in
Mullaitivu District at Vattappalai Kannaki Amman Pongal
festival on 27 May today reached Trincomalee on the
first leg of the traditional six-week pada yatra or foot
pilgrimage to Kataragama. This year was the time since
1983 that pilgrims could undertake the arduous passage
from Mullaitivu to Trincomalee.

Also notable is the presence of Indian pilgrims in
this year's Kataragama Pada Yatra for the first time in
decades. One is Vallimalai Balananda Sadhu, a highly-
regarded exponent of Murugan devotion through
Tiruppukal songs of 14th Century poest-saint
Arunagirinathar. A former automotive engineer turned
minstrel-sannyasi, Sadhu Balananda represesnts a
centuries-long tradition of Indian sadhus who have
undertaken the Kaiaragama Pada Yatra, including his
distinguished predecessor Saint Arunagirinathar and his
guru Vallimalai Satchidananda Swanigal who had walked
from jaffna to Kataragama singing Tiruppukal verses in
1908.

By unanimous consent, Sadhu Balananda bears
the lance or Vel symbol of God Katargama, in this year's
pada yatra. Cutting a striking figure with the gleaming
Val and his youthful bearing, the 66-year old swami is
accompanied by a growing party of devotees. They
include Tavatiru Irulaayi Swami Amma of Manamadurai
(Rameswaram), veteran pilgrim Patrick Harrigan of the
Kataragama Devotees Trust, American Buddhist pilgrim
Craig Balsadar and Sinhala Buddhist pillgrims from
Maharagama and Kurunegala, as well as Tamil devotees
from all over the North and East.

Sri Lanka's ongoing peace process has this year
made it possible for devotees to walk to Katatagama
from the traditional rendezvous point at Vattappalai
(Mullaitivu district). At the same time, the traditional
Jaffna to Kataragama Pada Yatra is a powerful symbol

SPECIAL KATRAGAMA 3
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of peace and reconciliation that is welcomed and
understood by Sri Lankans of all religious and ethnic
backgrounds. The very sight of traditional Pada Yatra
swamis and swami ammas walking from Vattappalai
once again for the first time since 1983 is lifting the hearts
and spirits of young and old alike all up and down the
North and East of the island especially.

Howerver, even in peace time the Katatagama
Pada Yatra remains an arduous trek full of uncertainties
for the devotees, who trust in God Kataragama to deliver
them to their goal safely, and this year has been no
exception. Even after obtaining full clearance from the
Sri Lanka Ministry of Defence, the pilgrims faced
prolonged delays and questioning from LTTE offcials at
Puliyankulam and Kilinochi, interrogations by LTTE
police inspectors at Vattappalai and further questioning
by Sea Tiger cadres at Chemmalai.

Both Government and LTTE security officials alike
storngly advise the public to avoid the broad landmire-

“strewn No Man's Land separating the two sides. Faced

with the prospect of a 300-kilometre detour via Vavuniya
and back to the East Coast, the pilgrims came up with a
novel proposal. While already en route from Vattappalai,
they contacted both Sri Lanka Defence Ministry and
LTTE officials, Proposing to circumvent No Man's Land
by fishing boat.

Happily, both sides gave their consent and on31
May the pilgrims’ party crossed from LTTE - controlled
Chemmalai to Government - controlled Pulmodai by boat.
This was the first ever mutually - sanctioned crossing by
sea from LTTE territory to Government territory and, as
such, is yet another small step in Sri Lanka's the long
march back to peace and prosperity.

Having attended the popular Salli Amman Pongal
festival nearby, today the Pada Yatra pilgrims reached
Trinco town where they worshipped at Koneswaram
Kovil and put up at Kandaswami Kovil. Tomorrow they
cross Trincomalee Bay by launch to set out on the equally
grueling trek via Verugal and Kathiraveli to Sitthandi and
Mamangam Kovils in Batticaloa District. Their passage
will later take them via Pottuvil and Okanda through Yala
National Park to reach the Kataragama Sacred City in
time for the Esala Festival flag-hoisting on July 10.
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The Kataragama Pada Yatra Sri Lanka's oldest
surviving tradition of foot pilgrimage went into abeyance
in 1983 with the onset of ethnic conflict. It was revived
in 1988 by the Kataragama Devotees Trust, which has
annually provided support and encouragement for
devotees of all communites and walks of life to
experience Kataragama's traditions first hand. Full
details about the Pada Yatra may be had at http://
padayatra.org and http:kataragama.org.

NOTE :

Murugan Bhakti Editor Patrick Harrigan is
currently doing fieldwork during the Kataragama festival
season until late July when he will return to Colombeo.
Please write to him at edito @kataragama.org, but expect
a reply only after the Kataragama season.

() MURUGAN BHAKTI
CONTINUES TO GROW

NETWORK

Thanks to Murugan Bhakti supporters and an
abundance of materials and opportunities, the Murugan
Bhakti Network and related Living Heritaga Network
have been steadily expanding in 2002

Visitors to www, Murugan.org will notice that the
hub of the Network now has a more user-friendly graphic
interface with easy Javascript navigation bar throughout
the website and across most of the Murugan Bhakti
netwotk. Now with a single mouse click you can navigate
with ease across hundreds of pages about Skanda -
Murugan and his traditions.

Entirely new Murugan Bhakti wenbsites include:

http://sthaladhar,org official website of Tiruchendur
Sthaladharkal Sabha;and http:PadaYatra.org official
website of the Katatagama Pada Yatra.
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