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I|BETHET @TOTWTD, WsSTUTTED, Hfiaibgih e
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Qe gi&siul Merersr. @irmwst wmwremert s GamLigeb,
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fauflgrerr s soard CQFWGN, Coaursst $muurnHasL
SmLS6 (Pl &1 Aasr Bs Gufl gjereilsdh QF gissn Qubg
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sl ugprisrogse QeusfipriLsuisEnn GkHw
Brigsd apg saSlGhs, @hs WSsSMsS il
Gurpiwstereri. &.qp. 2 gyl ETHOTsETI @6 eShur
urfiwsdle Quenpsi ersTgii SHew, NITTl s gissaflo
Bgad Quhgester &oan S g qearfid, “ahsatsssg)
ustreTsTT L USUSSITET eTaTURIATlET TSRS ST SIOITTES
2| hsTOHSTa #HCréa
SimOuIGuHmeIgD, 1eGuwTer sTaTUsusflslr LG, &
FsHA  ampuaigd, UrsaseT sreriuGD elisan LsSeID
QyFW FSIGWIrGLmre sTeiTURITTS, UTAITSGSHeusr sTaTLILIEBILD
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aflsggme&s@hu yellsn dés upmawrdiu &L aflsr
apagmg 2 FAufld Qegisasl Qupgster, @S g smrer g
Boyeu’s Quimgs” ster gy STETILEHETDS. ESTTO THSSTLY
2200 oyaw@EErd@ werarCy Hersad s
Dmprl L antser, @B\ wHSmSS SupeitwsTsrer sTeirsgis Fmiy
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Guwirgsr U srsmriu@Elsrmer. st BT lpaieTor FSTTT
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udrgeafler parCarniser g dw ssTi oerUauf&eflsir
QUUBSGL L Cw, QgTLiu @mUuUsTs 2 fiesh&er
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Herés prigsr @amenunn QuEsrksTITwD gy Eh
@sSwgn (Iliad) adrgd srifusder somsuile amb
wrpsisens@h (Characters)@rmuorwennd eTsirad mio Hm 6
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Guossreveiv (Menelaus) @yrmusir; Qamevstr (Helen) &emg; soumi.m
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(Agamemnon) &&&f sustr; QU gréereiv(Patroclus) @leud s eusr,
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QanéL i (Hector) QisS\r S8 676t g 62 moom GLoLig s, @reTey
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AL sharmgl. @srCarmranamy Fwsir YS6T Usmayd, @S
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stsoTgmid Syrassflsit QUITIEL B 2)E5e LM S S eueTT SEHLUGLHMTI.
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samemriflyreafisr gugrro upfw oyfleliiy s arCr
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@Guagrsfar gagrré Qsid gyMals&st Qubmsg.
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sriunmTsd Carumsusr sery Qut Qi eflerdidermsir;
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swmd, sriorkg Ew Grhsafsr oraissst Hofsar Quut
ROIGET, @QTmon  esiry o srerar. mraurd Saflsr gsmsu;_r,a;rru
QuTTEhw g8 S sTeTLZ! SGWTSHIIT sTebrLgsT HPCLILIT D,

grarg  Sellgustar Qurburersdr QTG Hs
Carullvomafler, @momwenr aurery (PEGID, ST SamHiD
susTlipiid e Sphs usaLiLs Hpuiserns, eymerions e OUfku
Serafled Qe gissIL Derorer. Semeuser Soguh GaTouTCsT
sall qETUBHEG THUS S0OH  ouES Sdu
QuurisraluBiseTrs afleThig S mer.

@rruflyrer grars Sallsr CHAWS smaarTs
st s, swmbgstear Gormiuf sTavsd samsmsifer
Gl eosuyf sTeirLgsir Hlemg Coum@Lh. spmeuredlsir mEHeded HID
e YONSESE Qemwr srars Qut tiGHsTmg. 915 Carasn
BT ip60 Rlpw ST eTesTegiid Fehufieor g Qi s SgauCswmEtn.
uriisns  srerauil SHaisrer @ Camuilslss  @rmomuwieT
aureT Yl Pueugih Geustelly ss@Esah Qegsst Qubmil
uglsaLGLHIsTaT Sl

s0kurpw  gretsdr shows @Mu abessso,
B saunE @usHo 2 55, @rmu tirmafisr suflaunsarsearred
& &G ETeT @ HeTmer T SHCUTW BIlpd gYRCsTigTD
STETENID Homeumaifled LT euhs WSTeUTLOGT 6T6TeID oyT &F6iT
(£.9. 980 - 910), @rro ANyremer( Gumsir meusir o7 eirmy
yspuu@Searprer.  uyemr eard sHOuTE  AYRIGD
gudlnradf aaragid afd 2 drer Comulledisn, @rmoTwuemrs
#nunisst BiGHwre 2 srarer. snCumpwrelld oRiGamiaum’
sreremd @i SHausrar eflsisgmGamufeSigun, Grmomwmerd
Spunuser uhL  STewT LH 6T M.

FDUT T AYRIGD QNG eTaTTd e,
Qrrotwes smg GUES ayYnid aGASTDE. BTG
L&, Ghiseme Gymoireflsr auremyGesnen aefler g & ke Sl
ubeut Ger 6760 M1 GG 6T & B16GaT siT @ SleiT et
GrimarGn HELsg

WESEHD ShiGmTE &N S

QararemdlsTpant. Farmalld, aBsrUSTT GSETD , HoTS
QUSSD  TATEID USSBIOsaTd @rrurusmrd Qui g
urafhugy.

@hmend mb Hse Ydu HTESAD W Guosird
Gusmer gGrriniin Fr@sefigubs. L, @rmomusmrid Qulgi Lyef
ST, wrsauwsiot ( Max Mueller), £5 (A.B. Keith),
wréLarme (A.A. Macdonnell), efisor i)’ siv (Winternitz),
sptfsirsv (Hopkins), Ggs: Gam (Jacobi) e oyfiesiaer
uiued, @rromusersHeoer  mGrmifu Qumfisaisn Gumgf
Quuigg Eupdustereri. ojermouiie rafiu mrip g,
@rmomwsmnd Gumfl Quutsaiu’ Geteargl. sTdlg) Tl gid,
QuadlsGar, Quam oo 90ufses s uGHsafigib
Grrorwserd Bian uykisTwsEHCaGW unaﬂuﬂ@gggm@&
sfsEré smeimiaeT smemriLBEeTmer.

Ehs suws au.susrrrr&@m, HCrés 2 Crmws
aLajeTi&@L Glent G uadm GlamST &reTiLEEsTDaT.
@idrar grdlLi, Aaudrrer, guwav, uriud, geGerr,
Awsigevsir, Y CUTGT, B &ifl QaCra, NEmHad HamuGe,
oumewrsr, QEin uyer(wererav), gr&seud), (feriaum,
s SHCawsHT(PHeeT) wriay, @uwwstr Geent G (HGaTTs),
GGuTsIT LiETH L6, il GeusiLosT auessir, LsiTLoget il Ghre)
eferav, Brygt Guisef, o @seGrur, ursr, o mag FCwTs,
D{(HEWTSIT , ByFmrT, eumwCaeustt sTGwmsvety, &Covor &t ,Gegeureny,
Sjseflafl @umrt, LGursvsf (Casud, Gurhgussi) srsiry
oG Gemenr 515 QeTRMSHE FHN almauils, BbgI FLows
SLeYTT&GLD smamy £CT&a 2 Crmns sLamiéEh Lnms
SULS SeTennasT BmILSTS a1 st efldeSutd (1819 —
1899) stairemid oy mACGL HMleht GO Gerarm.

2 HGHT LIV LIG B ey Hauedhisiisar

pug QiEu iy, Giiiurs, @k suusErn,
Amiural Curpll afluc it Qupid Qs & maymeakissr
g gmLwrsrhissfs, Audiiss SHnamald Bés
Apiymiw  PETPTGD. Guowd Yah Gufl  aumTesTar
sanenlinGs gHsmartur Lo sotsafig Camufidasfgh
Housllnia 5 &) (1 0 (15 611 & 6T dAmiym  Ageudul’ @,
Qg eir Qe GIrki&:meLd Yo Quermsrajd, @EHws
Sl EEHEHTLLD (UuBICL, LECETIY &86mTSHETaT LHESETTE
Gurml eusmrEis L[ o strmen.

Aaudinesd Hdmamellar umymwd Qumsiowd
sTamepHmET. QuTsEGESTCTT, TiuT e G ksl
fenks ospey grmisdseisn, Blesl uwm Heusdiius 5
Sougaunisds sarelGssl Qupmistarar. Audihiss
SeaGuhsEn Audiis uflur@b Ghsu B lp 60
o GGLoweire), stdlig, #fwm, urrsih, i oy Awir, ifls,
@5, g ltlfset, o@uisbsar, HAuss, Eer, miurer,
sogLifhum, swgAm, someur, Guriefium, gy audCredum wsedhu,
2 dlsir us LGHaafIgIb G srasdn Qg uTeluilmwhs s
Bgeoer 8. b, Qeausvl e, @.9,QLilief Sy sosTelmeTL
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@hs FuwsHar ummsTaT ANiySEsmeTD
Queysmetud sprmiks Sfhg CerdrEbusHE g6
Camufsvaer (Temple). gymermemiger (Saints), &r&ETmssT
(Scriptures), ssruar Qufigyh GsnsrGFlwd. Gib ewpsbrmiGio
eTevoTenTmmeoTeuml eTevemeuullstr)l ek LTEg afarEigSlermen.
g Fows Camuilssememud, sreflsameTih SreHThisameTLD

2 FNGSHIMENS & BDIIL|SSHT (9 BISH6v epevid):
() “A characteristic of Hinduism is its repectivity and all
- comprehensiveness. It claims to be the one religion of
humanity. of human nature. of the entire world. It cares not to
oppose the progress of any other system. For it has no difficulty
in including all other religious with in its all embracing arms
and even- widening fold. And, in real truth, Hinduism has
something to offer which is suited all minds. Its very strength
lies in its infinite adaptability ot the infinite deversities of human
character and human tendencies. It has its highly spiritual and
abstract side suited to the metaphysical philosopher, its practical
and concrete side to the man of poetic feeling and imagination,
its quiescent and contemplative side suited to the man of peace
and lover of seclusion.”
- Sir Monier Williams
2) “After a study of some forty years and more, of great
religious of the world, I find none so perfect; none so scientific,
none so philosophical, and none so spriritual as the great
religion known by the name Hinduism. The more you know
it, the more you will love it; the more you try to understand
it, the more deeply will you value it.”
- Dr. Annie Besant
3) “Of the philosophical schools, it will be sufficient
here to remark that the first Nyaya seems analogous to the
Peripatetic; the second sometimes called Vaisesika, to the
Ionic; the two Mimamsas, of which the second is often
distinguished by the name Vedanta, to the Platonic; the first
Samkhya to the Italic; and the second of Patanjali to the Stoic
philosophy; so that Gautama corresponds with Aristotle,
Kanada with Thales, Jamini with Socrates, Vyasa with plato,
Kapila with Phthogoras, and patanjali with Zeno.”
-Sir William Jones-
“According to Greek tradition, Thales, Empedocles,
Anaxagora, Democritus and others under took journeys to
Oriental countries in order to study philosophy.”
- Prof. A.A. Macdonnell.-
@) “When we read with attention, the poetical and
philosophical movements of the East , above all those of
India, which are beginning to spread in Europe. We discover
there so many truth, and truth so profound , and which make
such contrast with the meanness of the results at which the
European genius has sometimes stopped, that we are

ubnfl Emb it seeTsrshe@fiu, sssmearCur um grfiu Gufiu
Q&gle e, 6T 606 60 U560 6V 68T UL eflem i (g HletT mewr.
Bmaimenbisbaomn g Tmiihg) 2 esmEEST ML, @GS SLowroTeor &)
alfitg urhs QUEBEHETEGMLIWE TaTUGILD, 2 &erTailw
QURESmEHE0LD SFTEITM 2 WITHS FLOWID sTeiTLIGID, B Guomifl Gsio
Bmd e CaunmismismarGlwederd sLbs eflerhiglh

Lom PsmLowiemi_ Wi eTeTLSID, Lmand Gigefliusumb.

contrained to bend the knee before that of the East, and to see
in this cradle of human race the native land of the highest
philosophy.”

-Victor Cousin-
5) “If I were to ask myself from what litetrature, we
here in Europe, we who have been natured almost exclusively
on the thoughts of Greeks and Romandce and of one scemtic
race the Jewish, may draw that corrective which is most
wanted, in order to make our inner- life more perfect, more

" comprehensive more Universal, in fact more truly human, a

life, not for this life only, but a transfigured and eternal life -
again I should point to India.”
-Max Muller-

(6) “The birth stories of Krishna and Jesus have a certain
striking resemblances suggestive of mutual borrowing. The
Similarities in the teachings of the ‘Bhagavad Gita’ and the
Gospels have led some to think that Krishna and Christ were
one. A Comparison of the lives of the Founders of the two
religions of Buddhism and Christianity, their scriptures and
their ethical teachings is undoubtedly and instryctive study.
The study of the ancestry of ideas is a fertile branch of
comparative Religion....”

-Dr.S. Radhakrishnan-
@) Every page of Peruvian poetry bears the imprints of
Ramayana and Maha Bharatha.... Shiva, Ganesha, Indra , the
Sun, Hanuman, Vishnu and his tortoise - incarnation (Kurma
Auvatar) , were some of the Hindu Gods worshipped in General
and south America ... After 17 years of research, I can now
claim to have proved my theory of Hindu Colonisation of
America . The stones in every corner of America speak of
Hindu influences.” -

-Chamanlal - Hidu America-
¢)) “The practice of Linga - worship was so general as
to have spread itself over a large part of the habitabe globe,
for it flourished for many ages in Egypt, Syria, Persia, Asia -
Minor, Greece and Italy. It still is in vigour in India and
many parts of Africa and was even found in America on its
discovery by the Spaniards, being regarded as the most sacred
object of worship and consecrated by religion. The culture
was associated with the very idea and sentiment which was
regarded as ennobling to man”

- H.M.Westropp-
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ofiflSCswgiet. uf, us,urs sTeirad (LPOIGLIT ( Th ToTEMLOGIIL
aleTHGusHES, ST Lqun&;mrrmémm,ljr,g, (MWD,
SjeTemey UG QFBSAPIUSLE TaATUMSLD, 98I B dlemw
PUSNG BT~ UOTWETETENSILD ST &(GH6urt.

Sjereneal NiroreiiSmeT o mreab, USST S,
USGIEG GuHULL MmaIGMTTEAI, EPSTDTSMD v DIRT&(ETHLD
2 orQysirumg aflersHwet, QuilsmrLri srlipu aifulh
ugGIL TTeRThiGmaT AileT & (@ et

&8 eTeiTug) srewt 60 steriL@ID. Perception in a
large sense. gymuoremb sTsirug) Smse srariu@in. Inference
2 @ eTeTugl Q& @i. Revealing including different
classes of professedly divine books.

Surans -~ Negation Denial of a thing based
on the known absence of some quality or
on the non - exaistence of some other thing

Qurget - Implication

ofiey - Exception

@gan - Tradition

Ry ~ Similitude

e siwemns  — Truth or Essential Property

@wsy - Naturalness

Qafl rl & préausmsLELD sTsiT D gjemey B SPIus
&m_4) perception by organs of sense that is sensation,
wrergs sl dl - perception, :
Coigenerss &4 - experimental perception what
one learns from experience,
Curss sm’ A - transcendental perception or
vision had by religious medi
tation.
Qeirad sTHTTERTLONGT GeGeumsr S8 sariLELD,
epoumad ST Semer aflardEin Curg)
auEST. A ~ doubtful perception,
Hifly s’ - mistaken perception
sallapus e’ & - analytical perception,
wmeuflserideeflear Gurassr  feow aflerseEh
Curgl o181 MusHsT Brhdugmni wyaHDSTmEESD T

&iflom - The power to make oneself so
heavy as not to be effected by
any attracting forces.
The power to obtain whatever
one desires.
The power of penetrating every
where without regard to natural
obstacles.
The power to act as God or to
constrain everything in
obedience to one’s will.
The power to assume any form,
and the proper functions of that
form.
@eves yHitg Gurdllsr g HmeasT srermh Geneu
rEGarm(® Glmeamoug @ 2 LGWTsLomaTana 66T mih oflaT @ eut.
2 e fear S6rQUIT (5L L gguom sarid, S
Glur L garsms, srsirusstaubenm inference for one’s self, or
inductive inference ersirgs, inference for the sake of
others or declarative inference steirgub sfleré@eust. Sesrsr
YUMBILLELD, DS G TETUSTRNMOUD WPEHDILITS

drrsd -

Nrrsmbwid -

FF& S Gl6uth -

5 giaulb -

ofler g,

ul &t - The simple statement of a fact
or truth.It is a proposition.

U &1b - A specific statement of a known
fact or truth

o’ s - A negative proposition, the re-

verse of sapaksham

ST STRITIOTSD 6TbTeT sTedTLSMS eflemdngitd GLTg o5 rea-
SOIS 6TsGTLT.,

3G ST Yums Yopmuulld QuhGug,
sl ), @SS g1, e mId Geumamp sflerd@tn Gurg)
natural reason, an effect showing a cause, arguing from
the want of any cause, to the non existence of any ef-
fect sreirut.

Gugih osrguand srsirug  direct or positive
statement of the argument with the conclusion ereirur.

. - ; ; oS Smlmisin - proof by example

il Sig1 Yerdsrerar sngman snfsafld gidiime 2 LIGWLD - application of the reason to the

wremnrarsrufles@h aarur. Bésmew s&Tld adaomt simple proposition

ﬁé’g’_“"h_ wergud, ASH e auemsuar Qg sirums RaLoesrid - the conclusion or proposition

aflen &geurt proved

A58 - miraculous g.lfts thamed by T8 Dot — Reasoning from a natural cause
several ascetic obser.vances. , QurTg) sgyiomsTin— Reasoning from the common or

Syewflom - - The Power of rendering one’s customary connection of things
bulk to the size of an atom sngeh _ Logical premise

welLom - The Power to increase one’s sTHSIG _ Logical conclusion
bulk illimitably. sTéE SyEuoneTh — reasoning fromany phenomenon to

Beugor - The power to make oneself so its natural antecedent, or cause.
light as not to feel the influence anfiuh _ the common logical term for
of gravity. effect or result.
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(PBE0 SjgiomesT — reasoning from a cause to its
Common effect, or from an
antecedent to its usual con
sequent

SMFemTLD - cause

Lieus srld

S|E@ILOTEITLD - inference of some pre  vious
sensation or per ception

&(THS60

D|EDILOT6UTLD - inference involving reflection

%&lﬂ

S|EYILOTEOTLD - inference from revealed doc

trines
Bopast Qubflwena sTaTEID BT TS Hwrhissmer
Revelations evetru
sEdré semew - Is the course of instruction embraced
in thanthiram which is to be perused with desire.
Thanthiram are portion of Akamam. They treat of the

mystic philosophy of the divine opperations especially .

as concluded, as they always are, through the agency of
Satthi the Female Energy of Deity

shATd eerug Fhemu, SHifleww eTeTURTMME

& mieugl sTeiTml aflemHGeur.
LiSr&&ame - Is a course of knowledge obtained by
means of manthiram - mystic formulas. By the proper
utterance or manthiram, manam and rest of the Intellec-
tual Organic Faculties are subdued. Manthirams are a
sort of organized divinities or divine emanations, which
are capable of communicating the highest knowledge
and power to those who have attained to a corrct under-
standing and proper use of them. Hence they illuminate
the Soul - give it a sort of trancendental understanding.
They therefore, become an important means of estab-
lishing the assumed doctrines.

Manthirakalai is confined chiefly to the third
stage in divine life of men called Yogam- Meditation.
2 uGsedaenss — This is a course of sacred learning which
reveals the true nature of the eternal God. Upathesakalai

of divine instruction belongs exclusively to Gnanam
the last and highest stage in human progress. This cause
of instruction includes all those works that treat of
Gnanam or divine wisdom, such as Siva Gnana Potham
and others, one of the Agama Doctrines. None but the
highest Gurus can teach in this department.
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Wrwrgr - The one who understands or thinks, the agent
in reasoning. This is the soul, less or more enlightened,
according to its prograss in divine knowledge.

WAiyomesrid - the principle or method by which the
soul reasons.
Sy Cuowid - the object sought or that which is

known by course of reasoning that
which is contained in any logical con
clusion. )
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is attributed to any one, the term at once distinguishes
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distinct from all other souls.”
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VEDAS & aGAMas

M. GNANAPIRAGASAM
Former Principal Parameswara College Jaffna

Among the relies of the Indus civilisation are
found figures which are said to be proto-types of Siva and
his celestial hosts (Ganas). Those figures in their moods
of deép silence and contemplation suggest that he who
explores his inward nature and integrates it is the ideal
man. These images have haunted the spiritual landscape
of the Hindus from those very early times till today.
VEDAS:

Even the earliest of Hindu works, the Vedas
remarkable for their religious instinct and religious
fervour were on an exploring mission to reach that great
ideal of integration and peace. The earnestness and the
utter honesty of the Vedic seers were beyond anybody’s
question. Their prayers were simple and ancient, full of
confidence devotion and certitude. Their problem was
neither ploytheism versus monotheism nor many versus
one. Their problem was one of relief for their heart and
relief for their mind and a consequential spiritual
experience.

The term Veda derived from the root vid refers
to a doctrine based not so much on faith or revelation
but in a higher knowledge attained through a process of
deep religious insight and direct seeing. The Vedas are
seen by the Rishis and therefore these Rishis are called
Vedic seers. The Vedas do not give us theories or
theologies.

The hymns contain reflections of a
consciousness that is in communion with a reality
beyond. The sense of a supreme God beyond penetrates
the seer’s consciousness and he questions “Who knows
whence this creation came?' and he replies that beyond
in the super sky there is an “adhyaksah” a supreme ruler
the true source of this universe?. There is a passage in
one of the important Upanishads that declares that there
is no sanction for any sage or Rishi to chant the Vedas,
unless he directly sees and communes with the supreme
beyond rooted in the Super-Sky.

The passage runs thus :

1co aksare parame vyoman yasmin

deva adhi visve niseduh yas tam na

veda kim rea karisyati ye it tad

viduh te imesamasate,

(Svet-ch. 4, 8.)

In this passage it is pointedly asked, of what avail
are the Vedas to him, who does not know the
indestructible, highest, Ethereal Being in whom all the
Gods and all the Vedas reside? The Vedas are not all
inclusive. They are given pride of place, because they
are the earliest records of inspired wisdom and deep inner
experience. The Hindu always keeps himself as a Sakshi
(witness) to all the historic and all the religious
movements of this world. He recognises the truth and
value of much that has been proclaimed by all shades of
Agamic Jnanis and saints of later periods.
YEDAS AND SRI LANKA

We are not sure about the influence the Vedic
hymns had on the Nagas and Yakshas of ancient Sri
Lanka. Though there is no direct evidence on this subject,
yet there are references to show that Ravana the mighty
ruler of ancient Sri Lanka was a Siva Bhakta well versed
in the recitals of Sama-Veda-Geetas. We get interesting
details about him from Appar Swamigal (6" century A.D)
the earliest of the Saiva Samaya Acharyas *. It seems to
us from what he says, that this Ravana made several
successful expeditions in his “Pushpaka Vimana” to the
north to Dandakaranyan Central India and to Ayodya in
North India. His last expedition to Mt. Kailas, the
spiritual outpost in the North-east corner of the Sub
continent of India was a failure. This mighty Ravana
accepts the failure and the defeat in his last expedition®.
He confessed openly that there are things beyond the
limit of human might and human exploration. Such
confessions are indeed rare in human history except in
the case of true-Bhaktas who kneel down in love and in
truth before an almighty God.
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It is said after this episode that Ravana became
a true devotee of Siva and sang the glories of Siva in his
usual Sama Vedic tunes. He was rewarded with a Sword
befitting to a monarch and he came back to Sri Lanka as
a true Siva Bhakta. A Siva Tandava stotra, a Sanskrit
hymn of praise is attributed to this Ravana the King of
Sri Lanka (see e. g. the Tamil verses cited by M. S. Puma
lingampillai, the great King of Lanka 1928, p.20). It
seems to us, that this episode of Ravana has exercised a
very powerful influence for several thousand years on
the religious community of South India and Sri Lanka
and Siva worship appears to have had the longest course
of development in both countries. It is also possible that
some of the fundamental doctrines of practical Saivaism
have a bearing on this Ravana episode.

TWO ANCIENT RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS
(POST-VEDIC) :

The Vedic seers never anticipated those
philosophic and Bhakti movements which came
immediately after their period. These movements were
led by Sages, Jnanis and dedicated, souls dedicated to
truth to their doctrine of Universality. They said their
supreme God is Atmastham and can always be tested in
the never failing crucible called the soul of man
“Atmastham ye anupasyanti te dhirah tesam sugham
sasvatama na iteresam; Those souls that see the one God
residing within them - to them belongs eternal happiness
and to none else says the Svetasvatara Upanishad. It is
said that the above movements came to comment and
systematise the reasoning and philosophic consciousness
of the sage that predominates while in the latter it is the
vedic ceremonialism and ritual ideal of the Rishi that is
in the forefront. It is no wonder that these two movements
involving human egoity and human sankalpa re-
generated and finally failed to attain the Vedic ideal of
integral vision.

AGAMAS FAMOUS FOR THEIR DOCTRINES OF
GRACE:

To bring a harmony between these two
contesting movements, the calvinistic doctrine, the
doctrine of grace and the Chosen man appears in the
Hindu scene and we come to the age of Agamas. All
Agamas claim that they are all God-inspired and all of
them claim their origin to God himself. To the Saivas
they are the earliest revealed works In the Sanskrit

Language on their religion and Philosophy. Since
Tirumoolar (2nd century A.D.) mention nine Saiva
Agamas by name’ we may assume that those Agamas
were written a long time before him. The Pidagagama is
the name given to the Buddhist Scripture Tripidaga. This
came into existence immediately after the Buddha
attained Nirvana. The nomenclature of the Buddhist
religious treatise was obviously taken from the then
existing Saiva treatises. Hence we may conclude that
the Saiva Agamas were in existence before the 6% century
B.C.

The Agamic period is marked by paranormal and
mystical concepts such as:

1. The Spiritual possibilities of God’s Grace
as a Yogi, Bhogi, Vegi¢ etc.,

2. The direct descent of God’s Grace on
spiritual beings.

3. God’s Grace appearing before man as
spiritual Guru’

4. The super-man’s overflowing karuna
towards all beings®

5. The Avalokateswara concept corresponding

to Siva and his overflowing Grace?

The Agamas were interested in the study of the
various states of pure consciousness and the evolution
of the various tatvas in those Suddha Maya regions. It is
clear that the Agamas were more mystical than the Vedas.
But they were more analytical and more worldly in their
outlook. They were written to suit people with different
frames of mind at different stages of spiritual evolution!®.
In charya (outer-conduct) in kriya (temple rituals) in
yoga (meditation and contemplation) different methods
are enjoined in the Agamas. But in Jnana pada all
Agamas in the ultimate analysis deal with the three
entities Pati Pasu Pasa of the Saiva philosophy !!
PHILOSOPHICAL CONTENT OF THE SAIVA
AGAMAS :

Siva is the ever-perfect supreme God. He is
Parameswara, the Lord of Lords. Sakti is in inseparable
union with Siva. She is the active principle that moves
the animate and the inanimate of this world. The
animated ones are called souls. They are infinite in
number and are called amritasya Putra' 2, children of God.
Without knowing the mover, antaryamin, (Saiva
Siddhanta gives a beautiful name Tirodhana Sakti, to

(Sbz gail

353

HUNTEY QL ASSlowy — %wﬂ




this concealing power of God) the souls are caught in
the wheel of Samsara. The moment they know the mover
they become freed'? and liberated from the “wheel of
Samsara” With a new and entirely different level of
consciousness they become truly awakened beings, true
Muktas to partake in the everlasting glory of Siva. They
become perfect, attain sakshitvam and stand as mere
witnesses to the destiny of man and to the destiny of this
universe. This Universe is brahmachakra, wheels and
wheels within a wheel'*. To the Saiva Agamas the
Universe is something that evolves and involves.
Although ever changing, it is a reality designed for the
redemption of souls by God. They also posit that God
reveals himself to a ripe soul through a human-Guru who
is none else than God himself'>.

SAIVA TEMPLES OF TODAY:

Saiva Temples of today are built and worshipped
on Agamic lines. They are Parartha institutions,
consecreted for Lokasangraha, the spiritual and material
welfare of the community at large. Temples dedicated
to Siva are found in all parts of the Indian Sub Continent,
from Mount Kailas in the extreme north near Tibet to
Rameshwaram in the deep south. There are thousands
of Siva Shrines in South India. All of them are sanctified
spiritual centres serving the spiritual needs of all grades
of Baktas, all grades of Yogis and all grades of workers.
In Sri Lanka as Sir Paul Peiris has said'¢, long before
the arrival of Vijaya there were five recognised Iswarams
which claimed and received the adoration of all India
and he named Thiruketheeswaram and Thandeswaram
near Mannar, Tirukkoneswaram near Trincomalee
Nakuleswaram near Kankesanturai and Munneswaram
near Chilaw. In the course of its long history, Siva
worship has undergone many changes. Many Saiva
Schools of Philosophy have merged. Three of the main
schools are Kashmir Saivaism represented by the
pratyabhijna system of philosophy of abinavagupta!”,
Karnatic Saivaism represented by the Veerasaiva system
of philosophy of Basava!® and the South Indians
Saivaism represented by the Saiva Siddhanta system of
philosophy of Meikanta Devar .

SAIVA TEMPLES AS INSTITUTIONS :

We said that Siva temples are parartha
institutions meant to cater for the spiritual needs of the
community at large. To achieve this, priests who officiate
in the temples should be atmartha purusas, souls
dedicated to God and God alone. For the most part this

ideal has been merely on paper. If at all it is realised it is
realised only in the reverse. The Agama Jnanis
originators of our system of temple worship were master
minds. They gave us such rich and all embracing spiritual
possibilities and religious forms (true to Veda-Agamic
concepts) to be worshipped inside our temples. The
religious legacy we have amidst us, is a very rich legacy
not found anywhere else in this world. Today our temples
is the bed rock which has been keeping the Veda Agamic
religious insight of our fore-fathers in its tofality and its
true form. In this connection we are urged to submit an
appeal to the Government of Sri Lanka to which we are
greatly indebted for the modern Hindu renaissance in
this country to extend its help for the furtherance of Hindu
Religious studies and research by establishing an
International centre of Hindu studies (Vedas, Agamas,
Puranas, Itihasas etc.) either in Jaffna or in Colombo.
We are only voicing a dream, a cherished dream of Sir
Ponnampalam Ramanathan' ® one of the greatest sons of
Sri Lanka.
ST. MANIKKA VACHAKAR & AGAMAS

An outstanding exponent of Saiva-Agamic
thought amongst the four Saiva Samaya Acharyas is St.
Manikka Vachakar. He was an ardent votary of the
Agamas which he regarded as sacred revelations.??. He
is full of praises about the Agamas. He says that Siva
disclosed the Agamas from the Mahendra Hill out of his
five faces 2, that he recovered them from the great fish
which had swallowed the text and hidden it?? and that
appearing as Agamas, he imparts bliss?>. The reference
to recovery is perhaps to a period before Manikka
Vachakar, when the Agamas were forgotten and had gone
into oblivion and Lord Siva had rescued them and gave
them a new currency among the Saiva peoples. This is
quite possible*4. There is nothing strange about the
disappearance and reappearance of these Agamas in their
long course of history. We find that even very powerful
classical and devotioned works like the Saiva Thevarams
and Vaishnava Prabandhams had passed into oblivion
and obscurity for some centuries after which they were
rescued by the Grace of God by Nambi Andar Nambi
and Nathamuni respectively and given fresh life?>.

Manikka Vachakar realised from his own
experience the truth of the Agamic doctrine (Guru is
Sivam)-and he found in the person of his guru the
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abiding presence of God. Hence the reason for the
intense religious feelings of ecstasy and bliss in his
personal communion with God, which we find
throughout Thiru Vachakam. The intimacy of the
communion is so frank and profound that no student of
Thiru Vachakam can ever raise his voice of protest
against the Saiva doctrine (Guru is Sivam).
Illakkanakottu Urai would claim that Manikka
Vachakar was Siva himself2°.

In the welter of Agamic Sectarian creeds and
doctrines which prevailed during his time, Manikka
Vachakar found safe anchorage in the Saiva faith. He
says in Thiruthellenam:

2 QUDNE SLLGISHET Qi & dETioneh

Foumas FSLgITaTmiG S &OL0m gk

samad Cs0\55i6 HLlanerTasT HihsmeneEs

Qswsnels urafiprd QperCarsmrt Qam L Guom

(Thiruthellenam 17)

1lay bewildered in the barren troubulous sea of sets and

systems widely discordant. My confusion He banished,
gave in grace, his jewelled feet . Praise we His gracious
acts, and beat the drum of Tellenum.

MANIKKA VACHAKAR'’S REFERENCE TO SRILANKA

Manikka Vachakar’s life is the story of a Prime Minister
of the Pandyan Kingdom who renounced his worldly
life when he met his spiritual Guru and thereafter became
a saint spending the early years of his saintly life in the
saiva shrines at Tirupperumturai, Madura and Uttara
Kosamangai, not far away from Sri Lanka. A Thiru
Vachakam stanza runs as follows :

“Lnweir Qu@sbgienm 258 oybEmer

2 15 HOEHELMNS SLHS6T

Corrivg wBelukions wsefi

ubgemer Guosd eflreu’ & (memtn

ufiggfleur QiiSigmssrmeunGu”

Thiruvarthai (5)
Our ancient Lord at Perumthurai, once upon a time
wading through the sea, crossed over to Sri Lanka
Jamous for its forts and fortress to bestow his redemptive
Grace on that great Queen of Lanka. Those who can
realise the mysterious working of His Grace are my
spiritual masters?’.

If there is any Saiva religious work that has
exercised a powerful influence on the lives of the Hindus
of Lanka, it is Thiruvachakam pre-eminent for its
devotional appeal and its Agamic doctrine of Guru
worship.

ST. GNANASAMPANTHAR AS UPHOLDER OF
VEDAS AND AGAMAS :

We are all aware of St. Gnanasampanthar’s
appearance in the South Indian Saiva historical scene.
He was born as a divine child. He was endearingly called
“Siva’s Son’® in a sense an Apara Subramanya. He came
during a period when the language and culture of the
saivas were under continued assault by interested parties
and religions upholding mere parochial interests. He
came as a solitary soul after centuries of humiliation
directed against vedas and vedic culture. He came as a
true soldier armed with impregnable integrated
knowledge to defend the vedas and agamas. To him vedas
and agamas were revealed works 2° When he says

“ Qar@ssast swump

............................. 24,5000 UG SBeustt .

It appears to us, he suggests that the integrating
and disintegrating powers we see in this world are only
two sides of the same spiritual Sakti of a supreme God.
Whatever it be, it is an accepted fact that St.
Gnanasampanthar reproduced the Vedas in their essence,
in their totality of spiritual one-ness, in their richness of
music in a Tamil language famous for its virility, diction
and metre. o
To him, all the vedas judged by the dynamism
of their spiritual thoughts, judged by the warmth of their
religious expressions, judged by their intense yearning
and unceasing flow of love for ultimate truth and supreme
righteousness, can point only to an ethereal being residing
in an ethereal sky. This ethereal being is the supreme
God of the saiva Agamas, ‘na sat na asat Siva eva
kevalah tat savituh varenyam prajna ca tasmat prastuta
purani’ says a sloka®® describing the final state of bliss
of these existences. .

St. Gnanasampanthar very often refers to himself
as Tamil Gnanasampandar®'. There is a religious need
in this country to study the worth of Gnanasampanthar’s
Tamil in the light of modern developments in Linguistic
Philosophy and Linguistics. It will greatly benefit the
Hindu community of Sri Lanka if it is done in a
comparative basis along with vedic Sanskrit. Will our
universities undertake such studies and be of benefit not
only to the Hindus of this country but also to the wider
world of English research workers of Religion and
Philosophy so that a better understanding of Saiva
spiritual thought may be brought about the world over ?
CONCLUSION :

In this Article we have merely attempted to
introduce to the modern Student of Hinduism some basic
ideas about our most ancient works Vedas, and Agamas.
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We have also attempted to say that the big Hindu  “Svetupch 1.6)

Temples in the Sub Continent of India and Sri Lankaare =~ "Svetupch14)

integrated repositories of the two parallel but SivnnsBodham-Surum 8

complementary thOUghtS of the Vedic Seers and the '% Journal of the Royat Asiatic GB XX VI No. (70). 1917 pp. 17,18
' Translations in J. Kaul LAL Ded 1973

Agamic Saints. We; hope that this will lead to further

* Translations in A. K. Ramanyam speaking of Siva 1973.
knowledge and further research in the traditional Veda-

' Parameshwara College Ordinance — clause 10

Agamic religion as practised in Sri Lanka.  Thiru Vachakam (2,20)
'Rg. Veda X, 129, 6 2 Thiry Vachakam (2,20)
2Rg. Veda X, 129,7 2 Thiru Vachakam (2,18)
3 Thevaram (4, Tirukkurukkai Veeraddanam, 10) # Thiru Vachakam (1,4)
4 Thevaram (6, Turukkuruhanur, 10) 2 Saiva Sitthantha Journal- Samajam September 1968, p.106
$ Thirumantiram. Samya Ed 63 » The 1% rescued Tevarams
¢ Sivajnana Siddhi - (1,2,50) The 2™ rescued Prabhantams
7 Sivajnana Bodham- Sutram- 8 2 See Thirukkovaiar, 1* page, Navalar Edition
* Bodhi-Satva concept, Mahajotha Buddhism ¥ One might hazard a guess that the spiritual
* Posited by Yogachara School of Buddhisim % Periapuranam, Sambandar’s Puranam
19 Mathava Sivajnana Swamigal » Thevaram (3, 23,6)
" Thirumantram, earliest Tamil work to deal. About Pati Pasu & Pasa * Svet (ch. 4,18)
12 Svet up (ch, 2,5) 3 3 Thevaram (1,13,10)
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SRI LANKA®S CONTRIBUTION TO
SAIVA SIDDHANTA THOUGHT

N. Murugesa Mudaliar

This is a short note to recapitulate briefly the
contributions made by scholars of Sri Lanka to Saiva
Siddhanta literature. Saivism, whose origin goes to the
dim past is the common heritage of the Tamils of Bharat
and Ilam. There are enough materials for an inter-con-
nected history of the culture, language and religions of
the two peoples. In fact they were not two peoples as the
earliest Tamils from India nearly 2000 years ago were
from the South, while the people now called Sinhalas
were from the North (Orissa) while the original inhabit-

ants were the Veddas. Much of the early history is

shrouded in myth and very little is known of the epony-
mous name Vijaya mentioned in the chronicle
Mahavamsa. If literary evidence is taken into account,
the Cilappadikaram and Manimekalai legends and the
Pathni cult were known in Lanka nearly 2000 years ago.
So, modern scholars are disposed to consider as authen-
tic history only from the reign of Devanampiya (247-
257 BC) and they consider that Kantharodai as the first
ancient site of the Tamils. Sufficient for our present pur-
pose to give credence to the view of Paul E. Peris (in his
Nagadipa and Buddhist remains in Jaffna) that, “Long
before the arrival of Vijaya, there were in Lanka four
recognised Iswarams of Siva which claimed and received
the adoration of all India. These were Tiruketeeswaram,
Munneeswaram, Tondeswaram and Tirukoneswaram’.
“Tiruketeeswaram and Tirukoneswaran have been sung
by the Saiva Samayacaaryas, St. Tirugnanasambandar., and
St. Sundaramurthy, which is sufficient proof of their antig-
uity.

Agamic Tradition : The above last fact proves
that the Agamas were followed in Lanka. These Agamas
do not deal only with the ritual part but also of the philo-
sophic aspects of Saivaism. This is a reliable starting
point to study the course of Siddhantic thought in Sri
Lanka from the 6th Century A. D. In his
Tiruketeeswaram Thevaram (Pann-Natta-ragam) St.
Sambander sings :

usT () HrRIMGS ENLTS Spefius
fivdeflusit surpdens
SETLETST SLOI B m&QsTpsH
&r50l5 g Gamuilsh
sustar (B ustrGla Lomoed (s Quimfléd Logssmes
BLOIG wrésriLi
QgrarLr ErarQSTHE SISGaw
IOl CaSFar waHTCour
(. pr.8.2-17-7)
What Siva as Dakshnamurthy taught by silence
to the four sages was nothing else but Siddhanta, origi-
nally called Nanneri, Cenneri, Tolneri etc. Later, when
the sages could not clear themselves of their doubts, Siva
gave out the 28 Saivagamas, some to His consort Uma
and some to his son Skanda and others through Rishis to
the world. Even today the Agamas are well fostered in
Lanka and the temple worship there is conducted ac-
cording to Agamic injunctions. There have been fami-
lies of Agama scholars and some rare agamas were avail-
able with them not easily got in India. St. Sundaramurthy
in his hymn (Nattaragam) calls Siva “ej;jhh; GilQhdd:
and says that he is worshipped on the Palavi bank by
gf;juhfpa njhz;lh; St. Sambandar refers to Siva as Guru
for the four Disciples. The Tamil Tirumurais must have
seeped deep in the succeeding stage of development in
Lanka. Sri Lanka Tamils were well versed in Thevaram
and Tiruvacakam from childhood (and later under even
Portuguese tyrannies they secretly kept alive the learn-
ing of the sacred books which are the basis of the Saiva
Philosophical system.)
Meikanta Sastras : The 14 Philosophical texts of Saiva
Siddhanta. The next epoch-making event was the
systematisation of Saiva Siddhanta meta-physics and
religious theology by Sri Meikanta-deva Nayanar (Circa
1221 AD) in his Sivjnanabodham and its commentary
by Sri Arulnandi Sivacarya in Sivajnana Siddhiyar.
These texts were well known to Lanka’s Saivaite schol-
ars and available in palm leaf manuscripts even before
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the Bodham was first printed by Maduranayagam Pillai
in Madras in the later half of the 19th century and later
all the 14 Siddhanta Sastras by Saiva Mutts in Tamil
Nadu. There were a few Tamil scholars from Yazhpanam
(Jaffna) who also came to Tiruvavatuturai mutt to study
the sastras in the last century. Srilasri Arumuga Navalar,
the doyen among Siddhanta Scholars of the Island
brought out an edition of Sivajnanabodham which is an
authentic text and popularised the Siddhanta sutras.

The Commentators of Siddhiyar—Sri
Gnanaprakasa of Sri Lanka. The magnificent bashya in
verse of Sri Arulnandi Sivacarya in his Sivajnana
Siddhiyar on Meikantadera’s Bodham had six presti-
gious commentators: viz. (i) Maraijna Desikar (1609
AD) (ii) Sivagrayogi (1564 AD) (iii) Nirambavazhaglyar
(1600 AD) (iv) Subramania Desikar (1870 AD) (v)
Madhava Sivajnanaswami (d. 1785 AD) and (vi)
Gnanaprakaasar (17 century AD) )

Of these six commentators, Gnanaprakasar be-
longed to Lanka. He belonged to Yazhpanam and went
to India and studied sanskrit and sastras at Kasi, and
later he joined the Tiruvannamalai Adheenam. He dug
a tank at Chidambaram which is still extent and goes by
his name. He wrote (1) Pauskaragama vritti (2)
Sivajnana bodha vritti, (3) Siddhanta Sikhamani (4)
Pramana Deepika (5) Prasada Deepika, (6) Ajnana
Vivecaram (7) Sivayogasaram and (8) Sivayogaratnam,
all in sanskrit besides his commentary in Tamil (in some-
what manipravala style) on Arulnandi’s Sivajnana
Siddhiyar. Gnanaprakasar’s commentary is not wholly
accepted by Siddhantins on the ground that it subscribes
to the Sivasamaada. Even the very learned and attrac-
tive commentary of Sivagrayogi who cites an Agama
text for every adhikarana of the Sutras is accepted only
with reservation on the ground that he accepts Sivaaiykya
vada. Sivajnanaswami’s commentary alone is consid-
ered authentic for the Siddhantha doctrine of Sri
Meikantar, viz., suddhadvaita.

Gnanaprakasar’s commentary is terse and in
some places not fully understood. His command of Tamil
Grammar is considered to be not impecable. The Com-
mentary is rarely read or alluded to by later writers in
Tamil Nadu or Sri Lanka. The Tiruvavaduturai
Adhecnam which did yeomen service in printing the five
other commentaries has chosen not yet to print

Gnanaprakasar’s commentary as it is not acceptable to
the mutt’s traditional views. Nevertheless some of the
interpretations of Gnanaprakasar are original and deserve
attention.

Taking, for example, Sutra 6, Gnanaprakasar
considers that laksya and laksana, the cit and param are
merged, and Sivoyam and Sivamidam which are the ob-
jective are, to be meditated as subjective. Then the con-
sciousness of self will cease and by the salamba
Sivayoga, the three words tat, twam, asi are transcended
and in the deep consciousness Sivoham which is medi-
tated as Sivoyam and Sivamidam become aropitam and
in deep love Siva is realised to be the self. This is not
however dasoham bhavana as the commanding Sivatwa
and the submitting dasatva could be regarded as
ekibihava and results in contradiction like saying ‘My
mother is issueless,” What the Pranava-sruti and
Sivagamas mean by the tat-twamasi bhavana is dhyana.
Dhiyana Sivoham bhavana is the same as Dipaka shoam,
Shoam is Paroksa. Aparoksa is delusive Aikya Pranti.
It will be seen from this illustration that Gnanaprakasar
is severely logical and monistic in his concept of mukti.

Madhava Sivajnanaswami wrote a refutation of
the Samavada of Gnanaprakasar as rptrkthj fz;ldk;
Sivajnana swami did not however openly contradict and
condemn Sivagrayogi whom he is apocryphally told as
having read many times before writing his rpw; Wiu
(citrurai) and NtQhdkhghbak; Mapatiyam.

Gnanaprakasar’s terminology is in many places
original and he must be studied even if one does not
accept his views and it is not mystifying that he is still
spoken of as one of the six competent commentators of
Sivajnana Siddiyar. Gnanaprakasar is a polymath and
-his Sivayogaratnam which has fortunately been edited
and printed by Institute D’Francaise Indologie,
Pondicherry about 3 years ago. Copies are available. This
work seems to follow the yogapada of
Sarvgjnanotharagama. As Gnanaprakasar spent the later
part of his life in Tamilnadu, Sri Lanka scholars too have
not attempted a critical study of his commentary.
OTHER COMMENTATORS & PRAKARANAS

Srilasri Arumuga Navalar does not appear to
have written any commentatory but his editions of
Sivajnana mapatiyam and Citrurai of Sivajnanaswami
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are valuable editions. His Saiva Vinavidai and
Balapatams are popular works for a clear understanding
of Saiva Siddhanta. He has a commentary on
Tirumurugatruppadai etc.

Another important commentator of Bodham is
that of Kasivasi Senthinadayyar who came from Sri
Lanka and later lived in Tamil Nadu. His
Sivajnanabodham Vacanalavkara dipam is a peculiarly
novel treatment and he quotes profusely from the
Upanishads and agamas in support of Siddhanta.

Excellent analytical commentaries on Sivajnana
Sidhdyar and Sivaprakasam have been written by Mu.
Thiruvilangam of Colombo, Sri Lanka about 50 years
ago. They are very useful for a clear grasp of the texts
and the editions contain valuable glossaries. There is
probably nothing original in his commentaries but as
remarked by Panditamani Kanapathi Pillai, the author
had mastered all the six commentaries and Mirigendra
and Pauskara Agamas and that his elucidation are cor-
- rect and precise. (58 anlibsg) adfoLunag).
Thiruvilangam’s annotation of Sivajnanabodham is also
brief and lucid.

There have been other editions and commentatories of
some prakaranas like Devikalothrara etc. which are too
numerous to mention in this short paper. The
Pauskaragama with the Bhasya of Umapati Sivacarya
(Grantha) edited with Tamil introduction by Ambalavana
Navalar (972 Slokas) is not easily available but this is
indeed a monunental Tamil commentary on one of the
most important Sivagamas.

Scriptural and Puranic works: The Thevaram edition of
Swaminatha Panditar of Sri Lanka is still regarded as a
critical edition of the Adangal Murai.

The works of Sabhapathi Navalar who wrote the Dravida
Prakasikai are also important contributions. The Com-
mentary of Velu Pillai for Katavulma munivar’s
Tiruvatavurar’s Puranam is a valuable guide to the un-
derstanding of Saiva Siddhanta as mystic experience
expressed by St. Manikavasagar in his Tiruvacagam. The
more recent Commentary of Navaneetha Krishna Bharati
for Tiruvacakam is also worth mentioning here. Prob-
ably the most outstanding commentary from the literary
as well as philosophical contents, is that of Sanga-nool-
selvar Panditamani Su. Arulambalavanar in two big vol-
umes which has been praised both by Srilasri

Gnanaprakasa Desika Paramacharya Swami of
Tondamandala Adheenam, Kanchipuram, and
Panditamani Kémapathi Pillai of Jaffna. Ancillary works
like the editions of Tolkappiyam by Ganesier and
Kanapathi Pillai which are necessary for the correct in-
terpretation of the Tamil Vedas and Sastras are of no
mean importance. There are quite a large number of
less known but valuable contributions like those of
Sankara Pulavar and others too numerous to mention.
The Yazh-nool of Swami Vipulananda (Thiru
Mylvaganam) who had to join the Sri Ramakrishna Mutt
as the doors of Saiva Muttas were not freely open should
not be lost sight of as the Thevaram hymns were from
times of yore sung to the accompaniment of yazh, and
the pann and kattalai regulations are very sophisticated,
to touch the spiritual level of the ear and the heart of the
devoteesand hearers. Mention must also be made here
of the monumental work, “Tamils. Four thousand years
ago”, by Kanakasabhai Pillai.

Theological writings: Siddhanta is a philosophy of reli-
gion and has yogic base, carya and kriya being rituals,
and yoga and jnana being spiritual practice and devel-
opment of consciousness. They are respectively called
tavam and jnanam. Temple worship, Sivapooja and diksa
are important. They are based on Agamic injunctions
and have correctly to be followed. The contributions of
very learned Adi-saiva Gurukkals of Sri Lanka are a
useful guide. Notable mention must be made of the
Sivapuja Vilakkam by Achchuveli Kumaraswami
Gurukkal who is an authority on the subject and more
recently of Saiva Tirukkoyil Kriyaneri by Prof.
Kailasanatha Gurukkal. The books of this kind must be
read along with the Agamas and Padhatis which were
published long ago by Konraimanagaram Shanmukha
Sundara Mudaliar (in Madras) with Tamil notes and at
the present day by the French Institute at Pondicherry
with notes in French.

Other exegetics : Kandapurana is a purana which is dear
to the Lanka Saivaites. Arumuga Navalar himself ed-
ited and published an authentic text and in later years a
number of writers have written treatises on the esoteric
and philosophic meaning of the Purana of Kachiyappa
Sivacarya which has embedded in its texts the pregnant
truths of Saiva Siddhanta which shine forth in the con-
text of the story of Skanda. For example, the veteran
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_scholar S. Shivapactasundaram has written one such
book and Senthinathayyar has written a book called
Kandapurana Navaneetham. Kandapuranam is read in
many houses and temples and in the Sivathondan
nilayams in Sri Lanka even today. ‘
Modern writers on Siddhanta in English : There is a
galaxy of such scholars, both Tamils and foreigners who
worked in Lanka. The outstanding name is that of Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan who was a ward of the doyen
C. W. Thamotheram Pillai, and Philosopher statesman
of world-wide repute. His works The Mystery of Godli-
ness. The culture of the Soul among Western nations,
The spirit of the East. etc. throw a valuable enlighten-
ment on the philosophy and outlook of Saiva Siddhanta.
In my opinion his commentary on the Bhagavad Gita in
Tamil from a Saiva standpoint is a monumental work
(not easily available now and must be reprinted). It is a
very precious contribution for a comparative understand-
ing of Vedanta and Siddhanta. Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam has written Studies in Saiva Siddhantha
which are very useful. The work of Dr. Ananda
Coomaraswamy, The Dance of Siva is an extra-ordinary
exposition of the symbolism of Siva Nataraja and an
explanation of the Siddhanta work Unmaivilakkam. The
next notable scholar is Viswanatha Pillai who wrote
under the penname of ‘A Science Graduate.” His works
on Elements of Sivajnana bodham, Tirumandiram etc.
are comparable to that of J. M. Nallaswami Pillai of
Tamil Nadu. They display a profound knowledge of the
Upanishads, Agamas and Western philosophy for the
benefit of the readers. The work of Mudaliyar
Sabaratnam on Hinduism is a lucid exposition of the
Saiva School of Hinduism. Equally interesting are the
works of Shivapadasundaram, Viz. The Saiva School of
Hinduism, and the Glories of Saivism which must be
read by all as a good introduction to Saiva philosophy.
It may be mentioned in this context that it was
Shivapadasundaram that contradicted some of the mis-
statements in Violet Paranjoti’s Saiva Siddhanta (pub-
lished by Luzac & Co.) which otherwise would have
misled foreign scholars. Ambikaipakan of Mallakam and
Mudaliyar Kula Sabanathan of Colombo have published
many tracts bearing on Saivism. Nearly a hundred years
ago the basic text Sivajnanabodham was translated by

Rev. H. R. Hoisington of the American Board in Ceylon.
It is a true translation of the original although the lan-

‘guage is a bit archaic. He had also published

Tiruvarutpayan and Saiva Siddhanta Kattalai which are
worth noting. The lengthy critique of H. W. Schomerus’
Der Caiva Siddhanta was got translated into English by
a German friend of Arulambalam an enthusiastic scholar
himself and author of an introduction to Saiva Siddhanta.

Quite a few of foreign scholars inspired by Sri
Yogaswamigal of Columbuturai are attracted by
Siddhanta. One such is Shantaswami (son of Lord
Soulbury, last British Governor General of Ceylon). Tmt.
Ratna Navaratna’s book on Tiruvacakam is a literary
break-through worth mentioning.

Shantaswami referred to above who lives in an
asramam near Batticola is translating into English
Natcintenai of Yoga Swamigal. Issac Tambhaya’s trans-
lation into English of Thayumanavar’s songs is an in-
spiring work by a Christian author of Sri Lanka steeped
in Tamil tradition. Sir Kandia Vaithianathan, a civil ser-
vant and later Minister in Sri Lanka an ardent admirer
of Saiva Siddhanta, took Sivadiksa and lived a contem-
plative life in his small cottage called ‘Kudil’ in
Tiruketeeswaram. He took steps to renovate that ancient
temple and wrote a research brochure on its antiquities.
He had very intimate contacts with Tamil Nadu.

P. Natesa Pillai (son-in-law of Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan) also an ex-Minister like Sir Kandiah, was
a scholar in his own right. He made valuable researches
into the references of Tirumular on Pratyabijna. His thesis
was, that Tirumular went from Tamil Nadu to Kashmir
and made Saivism there theistic. He also made researches
into the age of Tiruvalluvar and delivered the Prof. P.
Sethu Pillai lecture on that subject in Madras Univer-
sity. He was definitely of the view that Tiruvalluvar’s
age was about 200 A. D. and not 6th century as pub-
lished by some scholars. He strove for the establishment
of a Tamil University in Jaffna to preserve Tamil and
Saiva Siddhanta.

Other works. The Collected works of Yoga Swamigal
in Tamil has been published in Sri Lanka in 1975 and
copies are available. Ambigaipakan, and an old devotee
Mylvaganam father of Sri Srikantha of Ceylon Civil
Service, have written profiles and tributes to the
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Swamigal. The notable and world famous Katirgama has
been the subject of many books apart from several hymns
and praises. Mention must also be made of Indiya
Tattuva Gnanam by K. Lakshmanan which gives a good
account of Saiva Siddhanta along with other Indian
darsanas. The journal Indu-Sathanom published from
Jaffna has been a useful window for thg Siddhanta
thought in Sri Lanka but it is not easily available outside
the Island now.

Embodiment of and inspirer of Siddhanta way of life:
Yoga Swamigal is the personification of the Siddhantic
way of life which is a path of life free from conflicts,
What Tayumanaswami was three centuries ago, so is
Yogar swamigal in the 20th century. Gurudeva

® ok B %

Subramuniya who has founded a Saiva Siddhanta church
in Hawaii and is building temples in America has been
inspired by Yogar swamigal.
Conclusion: The contribution of Lanka to Saiva Siddhanta
from the earliest times to the present day is inestimable. It
is fitting that we should remind ourselves of it in a spirit
of love and consolidation. May Saiva scholarship grow
from more to more in India and Sri Lanka!

Life is queer with its twists and turns

As everyone of us sometimes learns,

And many a failure turns about,

When he might have won had he struck it out

Don’t give up though the pace seems slow.

You may succeed with another blow.

SITSSIT 9632l _S51h
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2. ull(, LomsalsT GIfGET 2 1 aiomeausT

2_608; LOMGWTOU6IT 6T 63T 2_6ML_6MLO LLIT6T ST
LSl LomeaTeueT SIFSET UL m5th QasmbLsueT

uetor) GumiielL eTetTegyeir UWES Siftseme i
Capafl gitsmatu Qew Cae giismaCu

Goall girsmaGu Gsgw Coa giféemeCuw !
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Caafl giismat Qe Cxaf gii&maCw !
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TS STNSH e g6 ST Coussomp Garsir
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a6oTenl] i denasCuw B HLG G|t &ena G
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TS gt SeneCu Qe iisemes SIT&emaGw
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ARCHITECTS OF THE HINDU
HERITAGE OF SRI LANKA

R.N. Sivapiragasam
(Former Editor of the “Hindu Organ”)

How far have we developed our spiritual
attitude? Have we such a rich heritage as to be worthy
of worldwide consideration? Finding answers to these
questions would certainly be intricate, but nevertheless
instructive and interesting.

In his excellent essay on ‘The Religion we need’
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan dwells on the true religious life
and argues, inter alia, that “religious life is spiritual
certainty offering us strength and solace in the hour of
need and sorrow.” It is the conviction that love and
justice are at the heart of the universe, that the spirit
which gave rise to man will further his perfection. It is
our faith which grips us even when we suffer defeat, the
assurance that though the waves on the she may be
broken the ocean conquers nevertheless. The renowned
philosopher speaks of the highest Love that works for
the welfare of the world and reaches the conclusion that
“this ideal of religious life cannot be reached except by
deep meditation and strenuous self-discipline.”

On this basis of approach to our questions, let
us evaluate the spiritual growth of Lanka during the
immediate past and preceding eras by paraphrasing the
pronouncements of renowned scholars who had made
full and fruitful sue of their rare scholarships to learn
for themselves the significance of the lofty thoughts of
those religious stalwarts who had preceded them and to
bequeath to the succeeding generations the benefit of
their benign studies of spiritual ideas.

In this context, our mind speeds back across the
past ten decades to the glorious past when there rode
~ across the religious sphere like a Colossus, a noble savant
in whom precept and practice combined in the required
ratio. He was Navalar the Great (Sri la Sri Arumuga
Navalar of Nallur in Jaffna — 1822-1879). A Hindu of
Hindus, affectionately called the ‘Champion reformer
of the Hindus’, author of numerous treatises on Saiva
Literature, was a pioneer prose writer and publisher of
rare books of the Sangam Age. That such adevout Hindu

should have been called upon to translate the Holy bible
into Chaste Tamil is true testimony of the broadness of
Navalar’s learning. None but the truly great could
embark on the study of an alien religion and make a
faithful exposition of the Gospels of the other religion.

Particular mention must be made of that
international intellectual, Dr. Ananda K.
Coomaraswamy, who in the course of his lucid
exposition of the Dance of Shiva, answering his own
query says, “If it be asked what inner riches India brings
to aid in the realization of a civilization of the world,
then from the Indian standpoint, the answer must be
found in her religions and philosophy, and her constant
application of abstract theory to practical life.”

Sir Muttu Coomaraswamy’s lectures at the
Atheneum, London on the truth of Hinduism, his
translations of Tayumanavar — Hindu philosophic
Poems — and his synopsis of the “Saiva Sittantam” all
go to indicate that a religioner’s enthusiasm will always
lead him to the inevitable course of sharing his
experiences with his brethren. Swami Vivekananda in
his memoirs of European Travels refers to
Coomaraswamy as the foremost man among Hindus.
It would be appropriate here to note that Swami
Vivekananda returning from his historic visit to
America as the Hindu Representative at the Parliament
of Religions in Chicago in 1896 arrived in Colombo in
January 1897 and made such a profound impression on
the already enlightened minds of the leading Hindus of
Lanka that organizations for the spread of religious
knowledge in this country were soon established. The
Colombo Vivekananda Society is in memory of the
Swami’s visit. The Ramakrishna Mission soon after
inaugurated its branch in Colombo, another great factor
in the evolution of religions awakening in LANKA.

In this laudable line of literators who have
embellished the religious sphere of lively Lanka, priority
of place must be assigned to Sir Ponnampalam
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Ramanathan, who like unto his illustrious uncle, Sir
Muttu Coomaraswamy was himself a statesman and
scholar besides being a distinguished King’s Counsel
(1851-1930). The broader outlook of this brilliant
intellectual could be seen from his “Eastern Exposition
of the Gospel of Jesus according to St. John” and his
“Culture of the Soul among Western Nations.” Even
before the vibrations that were caused in America by
the vigorous pre-orations of Swami Vivekananda could
ebb, Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan had made a
triumphant visit to this Western Sphere re-iterating the
majesty and magnificence of spiritual understanding. It
was on his return to Lanka that Sir Ramanathan had been
able to give a practical touch to his unbounded spiritual
awakening. Hence the establishment of the two great
educational institutions — Ramanathan College for Girls
and Parameswara College for Boys, establishments that
have stood the test. of time and have made the famous
founder’s dreams come true by ushering in the University
of Jaffna (with the Faculty of Fine Arts in the premises
of the Ramanathan College).

Swami Vipulananda, one of the purest products
of Religions Lanka, first as layman and then as monk of
the Ramakrishna Order, had enriched the progress of
this ancient land in the path of true spiritual prosperity.
As Professor of Tamil at the Annamalai University and
the University College of Colombo, as editor of the
Prabuddha Bharata and as Principal of Ramakrishna
Mission Schools and above all as inspiring preacher,
Swami Vipulananda had placed religion in its proper
perspective and encouraged religioners to continue the
holy work of showing the sure way to Salvation.

The torch of knowledge is that which stimulates
the sense of reflection of the real truth. The torch-bearers
of religious light are those that illumine the path of the
seckers after the truth. Blessed is the land that has an
endless line of torch bearers and whose torches, holden
aloft in radiant resplendence, enlighten the entire area
that is covered by the emitted rays. One such torch
bearer, this little Isle was destined to greet, was Mahatma
Gandhi, on pilgrimage to his neighbouring country. The
Mahatma appeared before an admiring nation as
Dharithira Naravana, in the cause of the oppressed. He
was a mighty man of prayer. He went further than the
poet who mused ‘that more things are wrought by prayer

than this world dreams of” and said that all things were
wrought by prayer. His conception of Religion is simply
captivating. “Religious Faith is steady and infallible. It
is not a faith which merely appeals to the intelligence,
but a faith which is indelibly inscribed on the heart. First
we want to realize our religious consciousness and
immediately we have done that, the whole department
of life is open to us, and it should then be a sacred
privilege of all.” He had seen the truth so very
convincingly that he was able to interpret its significance
in the simplest of language.

An extra-ordinarily impressive his pilgrimage
was, Lanka, the land of great traditions has had as its
benefactors many a spiritual stalwart. The name of the
Venerable Anagarika Dharmapala lies engraved in gold
in the annals of this ancient land.

Peeping into the picturesque past, just before the
beginning of the Buddhistic Era, the priceless epics of
Ramayana and Mahabharatha, disclose how hallowed
Lanka had been then. The names of cities, towns, rivers,
tanks, peaks and bridges invariably suggest the strongest
possibilities of the spheres of incidence of the great Wars
of Ramayana and Mahabharata as having been extended
to bring Lanka within the orbit of action. Apart from
historical accounts, the fundamental truths around which
the stories move count. The Bhagavad Gita has become
universally recognized as propounding great ideals about
duty. (Work alone thou art entitled to, not its fruits). To
Mahatma Gandhi the Gita was a book of solace. Said he
somewhere “but I must confess to you that when doubts
haunt me, when disappointments stare me in the face,
and when I see not one ray of light on the horizon, I turn
to the Bhagavad Gita, and find a verse to comfort me;
and I immediately begin to smile in the midst of
overwhelming sorrow.”

Now there are the standing monuments of
spiritual significance, those ancient and hallowed
Temples all over the Island with Majestic Raja Gopurams
objectively rising above into the clouds, proclaiming to
the universe that here is a land of lofty ideals, a home of
the faithful, a shelter for all from misery and misgivings.
Thiruketheeswaram, Thirukoneswaram, Munneswaram,
Naguleswaram, Maviddapuram, Nallur, Kathirkamam,
Sivanolipathamalai (Adam’s Peak), are but a few of the
sanctified places of worship that help devotees find
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solace in their religions. Myths there are, so are traditions
and legends; but the fact remains that these sacred places
are all suggestive of the rich heritage of religionism.

This enabling feature has been enhanced by the
periodical appearances of sages and saints, Yogis and
other Spiritual teachers. Accounts of such impacts will
form some of the chapters of the spiritual history of the
land. “The mind of the sage being in repose, becomes
the mirror of the Universe” — (Chuang Tzu). Yoga
Swamigal of Columbuthurai, one in the glorious line of
classic Yogis, was a tower of spiritual strength to the
people of this country including foreign visitors. Young
Soulbury a son of Lord Soulbury sat at the sanctified
feet of Yoga Swamigal and was fortunate to inherit the
yogic inclination.

Swami Subramaniya an American, is another
who received initiation from Yoga Swamigal. The
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Swami has established an Ashram in remote rural
surroundings at Alaveddy in the Jaffna District, in
addition to the Saiva Siddhanta Church in the Islands of
Hawaii spreading the gospel of Saiva Siddhantha all the
world over. Yoga indicates the path to enlightenment
and emancipation and is cryptically described by
Schelling as “the perceiving self merging in the self
perceived”. The Yoga is verily the beacon lamp of truth
that cannot be blown out. Lanka has had the enduring
benefit of such beacon lights.

“He is the source of the Vedas and the sacrifice,
True to the truthful and veiled to the false.

He is the Light and joy to the Enlightened.
Sorrowful and fettered to those in bondage.
The first and Last — Sing and pound the holy dust of
Gold.”

UNIVERSALITY OF HINDUISM

A.C. Nadarajah, B.A. (Lond.)
Former President, Vivekananda Society, Colombo

Swami Vivekananda speaking about Hinduism
said “Unity in variety is the plan of nature, and the Hindu
has recognized it. Every other religion lays down certain
fixed dogmas and tries to force society to adopt them. It
places before society only one coat which must fit Jack
and John and Henry all alike. If it does not fit John or
Henry he must go without a coat to cover his body.”

Quot homisces tot sententies (as many men so
many opinions). There can be unity but no uniformity
in thinking; that is why many different views find
accommodation in the Hindu religion. Each one has his
own conception of God and of what kind of activity is
good for his spiritual progress. It was in this context
that Swami Vivekananda once said:- “Would to God that
religions multiplied until every man had his own religion
quite separate from that of any other”.

One fundamental view Swami Vivekananda
wanted to plant in the minds of people is that there was
divinity in each one of them, and they should do what
was necessary to manifest that divinity. This view is
fundamental to Hinduism. Swamy Sivananda in his

Practice of Yoga (p.30) says “The ultimate object of all
holy texts is in establishing the identity of the individual
soul with Brahman.”

As a step towards the establishing of this identity
Hinduism suggests Renunciation. Sri Krishna says
“Renunciation and selfless action both lead to the highest
good.” The less a man has, the nearer to God he is. A
rich man is further away from God than a poor man.
Samadhi or the superconscious state has to be attained
through the extinction of desires for objects. Swamy
Vivekananda says “Renunciation, renunciation,
renunciation — let this be the one motto of your lives.”
Lord Buddha and Jesus Christ emphasized renunciation.
Renunciation is said to be the soul of the Upanishads.

Every religion is an attempt by man to establish
through worship a relation between himself and a
conceptual transcendental subject. In Hinduism this is
sought to be done through the various forms of Yoga.
Yoga is the method of joining man and God. Yoga is
the practical part of Hinduism. Karma Yoga, Bhakti
Yoga, Raja Yoga and Gnana Yoga are the principal
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Yogas. The idea behind the different Yogas is that the
Yoga one adopts must fit in with one’s temperament.
An emotional man can be benefited by Bhakti Yoga
while an intellectual man can be benefited by Gnana
Yoga. All Yogas ultimately lead to the same place, even
- as various rivers reach the same ocean and lose their
identity in it. Both Lord Krishna and Sri Ramakrishna
recommend Bhakti Yoga as the best suited for this
Kaliyuga. There is hardly anything to prevent non-
Hindus adopting Yoga. Yoga has become very popular
all over the world as it is the one method by which mind
can be controlled and mental peace realized, apart from
its main purpose of joining man and God. Sri Aurobindo
prefers a synthesis of all Yogas under the name Synthetic
Yoga. Before any Yoga is undertaken, Hinduism
requires purification of the heart, chitta and mind through
Yama and Niyama. Yama refers to moral conduct, and
Niyama refers to self-discipline. )

Swamy Vivekananda stated “We Hindus do not
merely tolerate, we unite ourselves with every religion,
praying in the Mosque of the Mohamedan, worshipping
before the fire of the Zoroastrians, and kneeling to the
Cross of the Christian. We know that all religions alike,
from the lowest fetishism to the highest absolutism, are
but so many attempts of the human soul to grasp and
realize the Infinite.

At the Parliament of Religions in 1893, President
C. C. Bonney enumerated ten chief religions of which
only five are well known — Christianity, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Islam and Zoroastrianism. St. John’s Gospel
has this:- “In the beginning was the Word; and the ‘Word’
was with God and the ‘Word’ was God. The “Word’
corresponds to the ‘Naadaa-Brahman’ of the Hindus.
Various statements of Christ like —

“The Kingdom of heaven is with you.”

“T and my father are one.”

“Ye shall be perfect as your Father in

Heaven is perfect.”

“If anyone says I love God, and hates his

brother, he is a liar.”
have great resemblance to Hindu ideas. Christianity is
an Eastern religion. It went West and lost its significance.
What we see there is not Christianity but Churchianity.
It is Magellan who is reported to have said “The Church
says the earth is flat, but I have seen its shadow on the
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moon, and I have more confidence even in a shadow
than in the Church.” Reverend Studert Kennedy
published a number of his poems in a book called “The
Unutterable Beauty” one of which was “Christ goes to
Burmingham”. The substance of that poem was that
Christ went to Burmingham. He went along the streets.
There was rain, there was sun. Nobody gave him shelter.
The people passed him by and nobody recognized him.

As far as Buddhism is concerned a European
Author stated that Buddha was born a Hindu, lived a
Hindu and died a Hindu. Apparently Buddha never
realized that he was giving rise to a new religion.

As regards Islam Swamy Vivekananda is
reported to have said that of all religions the Muslim
religion is the closest to the Hindu religion, through there
has been much conflict between the Hindus and Muslims
in India. When one reads the religious literature
produced by the Bahai sect of Muslims one sees hardly
any difference between them and Hindu religious
literature.

The Zoroastrians worship fire. Sodo the Hindus.
Siva is said to have appeared as a huge pillar of fire
before Brahma and Vishnu. Saivites refer to Siva in
their songs as ‘Jothy’,

It is said that Druids of the early period in
England practiced Hinduism. It is also believed that
Hinduism is likely to outlive all the other religions. Saiva
Sidhanta a branch of Hinduism practiced by most Hindus
in Sri Lanka has caught the imagination of the
Americans. A Saiva Sidhanta Church has been
established by an American discipline of our Yoga
Swamy in America, and worldwide propaganda for it is
being carried on. Mr. M.P. Pandit from Aurobindo
Ashram, a first rate scholar is going round the world
broadcasting Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy, and is well
received everywhere. Sri Aurobindo had predicted in
1947 in his independence speech that India will be the
fountain head of spirituality for the whole world. Present
developments support this view. These are good signs
for Hinduism and the world.

They who adore His sacred feet whose grace
Gladdens with sudden thrill the fervent heart,
High o’er the earth shall soar to endless Jjoy.
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THE SAIVA PATHWAY &ND
WORLD PEACE

Ratna Ma Navaratnam M.A.M. Lit.

“Truth wins ever, and not untruth
With Truth is paved the road to the divine.
On that pathway walk the enlightened among men,
With desires subdued, to reach the Abode of Truth.”
-Mund, Up.
1I-(i) 6.

Truth is the only pathway to Sivam. So declare
the Hindu Seer. They aver that the Supreme Life that
shines in and through all life is a manifestation of that
universal, formless and causeless Being. The sun, moon
and all quarters, all knowledge and the souls of all exist-
ing beings are manifestations of that One All immanent
being. All life and all qualities, functions and activities
are forms of that single Energy. Man’s suffering lasts
only until he ‘sees’ the Supreme Sivam that dwells within
himself. Truth, understanding and purity are the requi-
sites for this experience of Sivam Within.

Let us take a glimpse of the world outside us
and survey the wondrous scientific avalanche of today.
We recall Einstein’s words of wisdom: “The most in-
comprehensible thing about the world is that it is com-
prehensible.” Many of us begin to doubt whether or not
our essential products are serving the needs of the body
and soul at one and the same time. Whenever there is
not this intention, man is attempting to live an atrophied
existence.

In the modern age, some of the great men of
science and religion have worked on parallel lines in
trying to discover the meaning behind the phenomena
of nature and the human being. Their quest has been to
reach the goal of unity leading to world peace. Science
is vying today with the spiritual search to discover and
establish relationships between objects and to arrive ata
basis that will clarify the entire gamut of relationships.
We begin to be aware of the difference in the two ap-
.proaches; one vindicates the fundamental right to life,
while the other claims to advance man to utopias with
broken symmetries. Scientific consciousness can lead
man to perceive ‘Second Causes’ only, while spiritual
consciousness can lead him to perceive the action of the
First Cause. The scientific attitude to life encourages
more and more control over the forces of outer nature

and less and less grasp over man’s inner nature. Is it
any wonder that the latest unification processes, the last
dream of Einstein, in the field of nuclear energy have
failed to uphold the welfare of mankind? Developed
and developing nations are struggling with stupendous
imbalances and are heading for annihilation.

In the midst of these menacing challenges, it
becomes increasingly urgent to restore the disturbed
equilibrium between modern man’s outlook on the ex-
ternal worlds and man’s vision of the everlasting exist-
ence within. The inward transformation of man prac-
ticed and proclaimed by ancient pathfinders of India’s
hoary culture, which even today is a living tradition, has
been universally acclaimed as the essential prerequisite
for world Peace. Unless the transformation of man
comes from within, there is very little chance for any
meaningful and enduring survival of the human race.
Even if all the scientists and the super Powers get to-
gether and taboo all nuclear tools of destruction from
the face of the earth, that will not ease the tensions among
collective groups and between individuals, unless the
transformation through the alchemy of love comes from
within the spirit of man.

The Saiva pathway clearly discriminates be-
tween the science within an the science without. It per-
ceives scientific knowledge as arecord of ideas and spiri-
tual knowledge as a record of inner experiences. It is
only when the inner and outer balance evenly, that world
peace would become a reality. The Saiva code of life
had laid down some three thousand and more years ago,
that the love of Siva, outflowing as love of our fellow-
men formed the basis of man’s conduct and dutiful ac-
tion, constituting what is known as Siva Dharma. From
this pinnacle stood Kaniyan Punguntranar, who lived at
Madurai during the Thamil Sangam Age and who pro-
claimed it in Purananuru thus:

“Everywhere our abode; everyorie our kith and kin.

Ill-will and good-will stem from within;

They do not generate from actions of others.

Dying is not strange, nor living enjoyable.
Suffering is not to be despised nor joys welcomed.

Thus the immortal soul moves onward
/£ iways guided in its assigned pathways —
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The enlightened men discern it thus.”
However, the ultimate vindication of the valid-
ity and veracity of the Hindu pathway lies in the Vedas
and the Agamas. The Hindus have continued to believe
for over five thousand years that the cosmos can be en-
ergized through the power of the Supreme Siva. If mod-
ern man heed to the clarion call of the Vedas and
- Upanishads, he can victoriously usher in the golden age
of peace and plenty to the disillusioned world of today.
Unified am I, quite undivided
Unified my soul
Unified my sight, unified my hearing
Unified my breathing, both in and out,
Unified is my continuous breath.
Unified, quite undivided am I —
The whole of me.”
Atharua Veda
The Mundaka Upanishad declares that every-
thing that moves, breathes or twinkles, moves or lives
in Him. All that exists, as well as all ideas, even those
which the mind indicates to itself as inconceivable, is-
sue out of His presence. Brahma is indeed guhayam,
the spirit hidden in us, as a cave-dweller. The Hindu
Seers sought the hidden sun in the heart and found it.
(vide. Rg. V. 40.6). Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy puts it
succinctly in his Atmayajna thus: “As he (bhagavan)
distributing his powers, divides himself in them, so are
they his devoted supporters (bhaktas) in that it is theirs
to ‘support’ Him, especially as much as it is theirs to
render Him His share (bhagam). The relationship is of
the breaths to the Breath.”
“We are Thine and Thou art ours.”
-Rg. V. VIII. 92.32
“As is one’s willing, so one comes to be.”
Br.Up. 1V. 4.37
The Brahma-pathway stresses piety and devo-
tion. A true bhakta nourishes God as food for existence.
The act of ‘being’ is one of self-knowledge. It is in this
context of ‘being and knowing’ to be the same, that Dr.
Ananda Coomaraswamy explains the significance of Tat
tvam asi, “That art Thou’. “It is only to my real Self,
this inward person (anta-purusha) that the words “That
art Thou’ can be applied; not to this man who still knows
in the worldly sense, who he is by name and family de-
scent.”
ANTA YAGJNA - SELF-SACRIFICE
The term ‘sacrifice’ connotes devotion of a
bhakta. In this sense, the Vedas extol real sacrifice and
being the act of a man who withdraws the breaths (the
elemental self) from their objects, and sacrifices them
to the fire. By self-sacrifice, the bhakta (the supporter)

sacrifices oneself by one self to one’s Self. We find that
the sacrificer (bhakta) sets up the sacrificial fire within
himself. Then he sees the Selfimpartially in all beings
and all beings in the Self. True sacrifice (making sa-
cred) is implicit in the concept of action (karma) itself.
“The fire of devotion set up in my inward Self

It does not die down in me,
He feeds the flame who utters truth,
And more and more becomes his own fiery

force (tejas)
He quenches the flame who utters wrong.
Truth is satyam rtam; untruth is an-rtam.”
M.Up. I1I-2

In the Hindu tradition, Siva (Agni or Brhaspati)
conveys the spiritual power in which the temporal power
inheres. Therefore, whenever the activity of life is sac-
ramentally conceived, this perfection is carried over into
every field of doing. Skilful action is yoga. Every karma
becomes a sacrificial operation. This again has been vigi-
lantly carried out in the Southern school of Saivism by
S. Tirumular and extolled as the Saiva Way of life, par-
excelsis, by all the ‘Sixty three’ Preceptors in their lives,
some of which have been beautifully delineated in that
sanga of deified lives in Tamil called the Peria Puraram.
Among them the four samaya achariyas, religious pre-
ceptors, in their soul-outpourings called Thevaram and
Tiruvacakam declare that true Sacrifice, which is really
‘making sacred’, is to be performed every minute in ev-
ery hour of the day, in every one of our performances.
He is a true bhakta who is a karma yogin, whose powers
of the soul are yoked to the controlled mind in all his
acts and deeds. This gives rise to the grand conception
of the sacrificial life, wherein all acts are reduced to their
archetypes and so are referred to Him, from Whom all
actions stem. It is to be noted that an emphasis on ulti-
mate inwardness necessarily tends to obey the physical
laws that are the supports of contemplation.

The cause of all the improper rhythms of our
lives, the discords and disorders we see around us has
been traced by the Hindu Preceptors (Achariyas) to the
domination of the ego, ahamkara, (I am the doer), and
the conceit of self-existence has been the subject of many
of the cantos in the Saiva Tirumurai. The discipline and
meditation that serve to help the soul to detach itself from
the things of the world is what is called Yoga. The inner
self (antaratman) is lodged in the secret recess of our
hearts, and so the domination of the ego-self can be over-
come by the Self within.
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“With understanding, separate Him from the
sheaths of the body in which
He is lodged, even as you take off the
blades of a reed plant
Know that He is immaculate and deathless.”

-Katha Up. 6-17.
S. Tirumular affirms the efficacy of the saiva
. pathway in a well known stanza:
“The ignorant ascribe that Love and Sivam
are two
None know that Love and Sivam are one.
When they know that Love is Sivam
Then do they repose in the love of Sivam.”
-Thirumantiram 270.
In another stanza of equal felicity, he defines
the goal of this special pathway precisely:
“It is not one; It is not two; It is non-dual.
Not involved in religious disputation or
reproach,
It follows the path of love, recognized as
Siva-Sakti
In this way, the anma is filled with the bliss
of Sivam.
Such is the goal of Siddhanta pathway.
-Tirumantiram 1437
All Hindu Seers certify with S. Thirumular
that this pathway leads to an ‘Accomplished End’,
(Siddhantha), which is the goal of supreme felicity.
It implies freedom from the gnawing fears and pains
of life as well as its joys and triumphs. The master
key is presented in this poem; it opens the gateway
of unitive realization to the illumined man:
“There are two positions, I and He.
I discerned them both as one; took the I
And placed it at His Feet as my offering.
Ever after, distinction of ‘I and He’ retracted.
Tirumantiram 1441
S. Karaikal Ammaiayar, another enlightened woman
saint, recalls her experience of peace, perfect peace, as
the ultimate end of the Siva pathway, in her Atputha
Tiru Antati (Wonder Odes) thus:
“The knower is Himself the subject of
knowledge is Himself:
The wisdom of knowing is also Himself.
He is the Subject and the Object of the universe
He indeed is the supernal Reality.”
How truthfully does she portray the beauty of
the One who became Many. Having been Many, the
immanent Siva must again become One in transcendence.

This unification and coming into one’s own, so differ-
ent from the unification processes set up by scientific
researchers, will alone help man to survive the passage
of comings and goings and break the casual chain of
Karma.

THE RATIONALE OF SAIVA PATHWAY

The exponents of Saiva Pathway (Saiva Neri)
down the ladder of time have again and again affirmed
that the significant part of the sacrifice (sacred devo-
tion) is to put together again of what has been divided,
and to re-establish a unitary anma that shall be ourself,
when this individual self bearing name and family is
no more. This unification, this coming together into
one’s own is the theme of some of the soul-stirring
cantos in the Saiva Tirumurai. The Saiva way of life
asserts that by knowing Who we Are, we can attain lib-
eration from the bondage of the elemental powers and
the categories of existence (fattvas) such self-realisation
leads to illumined peace (Shantam Advaitham) and tor-
rential shower of Grace (Shakti-nipata) begin to pour
upon the inheritors of the indwelling Sivam.

The sacredness of life at every point of inter-
section in the Saiva Pathway has been examined by us,
leading us to ask some fundamental questions and find-
ing out the solutions to some of the problems of life in
general, with the searchlight of the Hindu Elect. Who
am I? What is He? From where did It emerge? In what
way are we linked together? Has Reality any meaning
independent of man? Is the oneness sought after by the
scientists identical with the unitive realisation declared
by the spiritual seers? In the pursuit of Truth, is the
good something different from the pleasant? Is not the
Absolute Para Sivam extolled in the Mandukya
Upanishad as ‘Shantam Advaitham, the Nama Sivaya
hailed in Tiruvacagam? Am I not the Sadasat neither
Sat or Asat fully, but partaking of the nature of both?
Can That and This mingle in communions?

The illumined Saiva Seers have enshrined in
their sacred songs that Para Sivam is the Absolute Foun-
dation of all existence and enters into inseparable rela-
tionship with man and world, linking space and time
ever in advaithic union in every minutest particle of be-
ing, in the ever expanding cosmos. On realizing Him,
in other words, when His Presence within us and His
Immanence in every aspect of existence is realized, all
questions are answered and all doubts are cleared, and
such a man becomes the most enlightened among men.
He validates his life in Siva, for Siva and with Siva. That
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is the Siva pathway, a veritable way of life, that satisfies
man’s diverse needs at all stages of life and for all times.

It is imperative that we understand fully the re-
fined nature of Siva Sambandham. Sambandham is our
integral relationship with Para Sivam, the Supreme Be-
ing Sat, through the operation of His Will in the form of
Para-Sakzi. It is true that man finds himself bound up
with the limitations exerted by the primordial substance
named Maya, and the effects of our deeds (Karmay) as
well as by our inherent egoity (Anavam). Even so, the
will of Siva termed His Grace or Siva-Sakti (Tiruvadi,
Tiruarul) never ceases to operate on the soul of man
(anma) as its eternal prop, at first veiled and concealed,
and eventually unfolding in full luminosity of divine
Grace (Anugraha). The liberated anma regains its pure
consciousness. S. Manicavasagar sings jubilantly on his
experience: :

“This day in mercy unto me my darkness dispelled

Thou filleth my heart as yonder morning sunrise

Thy mode of rising, I comprehend not by thought.

There being nought else but Thou, atom by atom

All things great and small change and merge

Into Thy Oneness, Siva, Dweller in the Holy Shrine

Thou art not in this and that, yet art Thou

The essence in all — who can know Thee?”
Tiruvacagam 22.7

When one realizes the Supreme Siva within one-
self, all confusions of joy and grief disappear. S. Appar,
the epitome of desirelessness, bids us to come “with faith
and purity unto the Lord. Though no writ can be issued to
certify Siva’s majestic splendour, yet silently will He be-
stow the bounty of His infinite Grace on his chosen ones.”
THE CAUSAL POWER AND DIVINE WILL

The causal Power of Sivam is made feminine
(mother) BECAUSE OF ITS GENERATING PRODUC-
TIVITY. It also controls the processes of the transfor-
mation of matter into radiant energy. The Saiva Path-
Wway approaches Reality as Supreme Siva who is in im-
plicit union with His Ajna, divine Will. Tt is also termed
as Sivan Ceyal, this gracious Mother Divine. She effec-
tively operates in the microcosm and the macrocosm and
performs the five-fold acts of creation, preservation, dis-
solution, involution and renewal in Grace.

S. Tayumanavar, who lived in the eighteenth
century, in his canticle on the All-Filling Fullness re-
veals this insight into the meaning of man’s existence in
the perspective of the knowledge and love of Para Sivam.
‘He sings:

“No atom moves but by His motion,
So the Sages aver; What follows then?
What is knowing? What is un-knowing?
Who knoweth, knoweth not of men.
Who are the Silent ones? Who are they who
A revel?
In ceaseless prattle as I do.
Whence cometh the delusion of the mind?
..-And elemental changes, where are they
from?
Without Thee none— In Thee art All.
Oh! Life of life that sustains everything
In existence here hereafter,
Thou Plentitude that pervadeth all.”
Tayumanavar
89.

On realizing the self luminous Siva as the life
that lives and the light that shines in everything, what is
individual life and where are the sun, moon and stars
and lightning? All these are but reflections of that One
Unity Undying Light.

No Atom moves but by His motion, elucidates
the laws of Thermodynamics and the equations of
electro-magnetism and depicts a mechanical universe
consisting of atoms of matter and forces between them.
S. Tayumanavar was aware of the special theory of rela-
tivity which dealt with the inter-convertibility of rest
mass and energy of motion.

Einstein provided the answer to Tayumanvar’s
question of ‘What is knowing and what is un-knowing’.
He came to know that mass or gravitational charge was
connected with space-time curvature. He unified the
concept of space and time and showed that Newton’s
gravitational laws signified a curvature of the united
space — time manifold. His ‘un-knowing” was apparent
when in 1951, he wrote: “All these fifty years of con-
scious broodings have brought me no nearer to the an-
swer to the question, “What are light quanta?”. Einstein
wished to see unification of gravity and electro-magne-
tism as aspects of a single force. He left it for posterity
to unite electric charge with gravitational charge (mass)
into one single entity.

Recent scientific research has discovered sub-
atomic particles like quarks, upsilons and leptons which
seem to be the ultimate particles of nature, with added
quantum number b for beauty, and ¢ for charm and S0
on. Thought experiments of Faraday, Maxwell, Max
Clanck, Einstein and other recent Nobel Prize physicists

(8by @i

[ CDY

HUTGY LD AGdlemy — %wﬂ




have given formulae in answer to Tayumanavar’s
‘Whence is creation and what leads to elemental
changes?”. It is not ruled out that the quantum world
can resemble an onion with layers peeled one after an-
other, without arriving at the final layer.

This search for the unification of forces as well
as seeking for the fundamental entity of matter will ulti-
mately converge, have assumed an urgency that proves
elusive to mechanical precision, yielding to absolute
measurements. ‘“When cometh the delusions of the
mind?” queries Tayumanavar. The urge to find a way
out of the impasse ought not to be dampened by the fear
of the rationalist’s mockery. The Saiva Pathway ap-
peases such fears in the beautiful canticle of
Tayumanavar quoted above. The problem of measure-
ment (to complete the quantum theory) in quantum me-
chanics cannot be solved without including in the total
picture, the conscious observer who makes the final ob-
servations. The role of the observer takes into consider-
ation the observer’s intuition. That is the master key
offered by Saiva Neri to unfold the unity behind exist-
ence. “Without Thee none — in Thee art All.”
BEHOLD THE SEEING EYE

In the act of seeing, the eye cannot see an ob-
ject, unless an illuminating light uniting with the light
of the eye also falls upon the object. Similarly the anma
(soul) whose nature it is to know when helped to know,
cannot know unless God’s knowledge unites with it and
passes with it to the object and unites with it.

Man cannot perceive or know the reality of any-
thing alone. Therefore God must be in union with the
anma and know, so that the anma may perceive and
know. The Supreme Siva, the Indweller, knows all the
perceptions of the anma ‘simultaneously’.

When the anma which in dependance upon
God becomes one with Him and experiences His
Power (Grace), then it sees by direct intuition the light
center as luminous Sivam.

Meikanda Deva’s Sivajnana Botham, Sutra XI
expounds on this fundamental unification process of seer,
sight and seen and the consequent unfolding of the sym-
metry behind the existence.

“It is the anma within that directs the seeing
eye to see.
So too, this anma that is unseen is made to
see by the Lord within it.
Thus the anma moves in ever-remembering
love (of oneness) towards the feet of Siva.”

The perpetual presence of the divine awareness
within the soul of man is an established truth in the Saiva
Pathway. The saiva glorifies the essence of the indwell-
ing, inseparable Sakti (luminosity) of Siva in the micro-
cosm and macrocosm and records its application, utili-
zation and realization in an infinite variety of ways. The
efficacy of divine Grace confers Plenum upon the real-
ized man, who has faithfully followed the light on the
Siva Pathway, and endows him with Peace. Perfect
peace. The truth dawns on one and all of us that we
should in the first instance be at peace within ourselves,
before we can work to establish the plenum of peace in
this world.

“....in the fusing heat of wisdom’s fire refining me
Till tempered and touched by Thy Grace-
The soul’s transforming alchemy-
I became God’s purest gold.”
-Tayumanavar
THE CHARTER OF PEACE

The Saiva Seers invite all dynamic souls
(Nishkamya Karma Yogins) today who pace in various
walks of life to traverse the Saiva Highway of life to
enjoy this peace or pacific-action within oneself. Itis a
panacea sought after by all mankind. Yet the irony to-
day is that in the midst of warring nations and individu-
als, Peace is at every stage. War can never end in peace.
Why do agreements of peace between the victor and the
vanquished fail to give enduring satisfaction? The rea-
son is that peace can never be made with an enemy. In
the first instance, the harmfulness in the enemy must be
encountered and won before one can make a friend of
him. The crucial test is whether he who is on the path-
way of life can be always at peace with himself. Santam
(peace within) is possible to him who has ceased to de-
sire, who no longer desires, because his desires have all
been realized; he alone can fully enjoy the beatitude of
peace. The Charter of Peace can become a lasting agree-
ment only if it is prompted by sacrificial love on both
sides. -

“Plenum is That, Plenum is This.

Plenum is out-turned from Plenum

This all Plenum remains.”

This Santi sloka (peace chant) from the
Upanishad defines the relation of the individual soul to
the Supreme Spirit. The part that makes up the indi-
vidual comes out of the whole and the stuff of which it
is made is of such transcendental nature that the Whole
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remains Whole, inspite of something being taken out of _

the Whole. Though what is taken out is but a part, it is

as whole as the original. Rajaji asserts that the axioms -

of mathematics relating to the whole and the part do not
apply to the Absolute and its manifestations.

We affirm with certitude that to love Siva is to
realize in ourselves the Divine Presence. To love God’s

~devotees is to love them as an aspect of our love of God,
and by virtue of His Love for us, to abolish the illusory
distinction between ‘me and mine’. When we love Siva’s
immanence which we truly are, Siva reveals Himself in
us. Thereby, the barriers that separate us from our
neighbours are removed. Anbe Sivam — that Sivam is Love,
becomes the positive support of our journey of life. Devo-
tees of Siva should seek to establish Saiva Peace Corps
everywhere and live in harmony with one and all. Love
for the Cause demands from them love for the effects.

The out-pouring of the Grace of God calls for a
reciprocal gift of love from us to our fellow beings as a
sequel to what God has given us. There is no question
of exploiting one another, the haves and havenots, at
any level of existence for all are the Servitors of Siva,
who see Him Everywhere and in every thing. When
man has subdued his ego-centric, dominant self which
is the basis of all imperfections, he realizes the all-per-
vading immanence of the Supreme Siva. The distinc-
tion between oneself and others melts away, and with it
vanish all grief and illusion. Let all humanity realize
the oneness of all things.

The Beatitude of Peace for all is uttered by the
greatest Saiva mendicant, S. Pattinattar, who lived and
walked the Saiva Pathway in the immediate Presence of
Siva. His twelfth century clarion call is valid today, as
it was in the bygone yesterdays:

“The Grace of God infused my being

And cut off delusion’s might.

Thereafter I discerned within

The longing for high wisdom’s light.

Obtaining which I beheld Thy Form;

Beholding, gained imperceptibly

The vision of my very soul.

And lo! That moment I attained

To such high knowings as truly they are.

All men, all things, as truly they are.

Truly I saw Thee in Thy Fullness, no part

but whole.”

In these manifold ways, we see that the Saiva

‘Pathway is lighted up all the way by manifestations of

Siva’s Grace. In the Sacred Texts, we find magnetic
currents with verifiable spiritual centers released to a
profound degree that shall enable us-to make our lives
profoundly meaningful today. Siva is ONE in Himself.
The whole world and all living beings are One in Him,
being the sparks of His Grace nourished by. His insepa-
rable power of Sakti and partaking of His serene tran-
quil calmness. He is the ‘motion-less mover’, and His
indivisible Grace is at work synthesising every act of
the cosmos and every act of the thinking, feeling and
seeing man.
Aum Tat Sat. ,

“B.G.I1.50; also “Yoga is resignation
(sannyasa) of works ‘B.C.V. In other words, Yoga
does not mean doing less or more than enough, nor
doing nothing at all, but doing without attachment to
the fruit of works, taking no thought for the morrow;
he sees indeed, who sees in-action in action, and
action in in-action (B.G. Iv. 18 and passim). This is
the Chinese doctrine of Wu Wei.

Yoga is literally and étymologically a ‘yoking
as of horses; and in this connection it will not be over-
looked that in India, as in Greek psychology, the ‘horse’
of the bodily vehicle are sensitive powers by which it is
drawn this way or that, for good or evil, or to its ulti-
mate goal if the horse are controlled by the driver to
whom they are yoked by the reins. The individuality is
the team, the Inner Controller or Inner Man the rider.
The man, then ‘yokes’ himself like an understanding
horse.” (R.V. V. 46.1.) _

As a physical and mental discipline, Yogais con-
ternplation, dharana dhyana and samadhi corresponding
to the Christian consideration contemplation and excessus
or raptus. In its consummation and total significance,
yoga implies the reduction of separated things to their
unitary principle; and thus what is sometimes called ¢ mys-
tical union’; but it must be clearly realised that yoga dif-
fers from mystical experience in being, not a passive, but
an active and controlled procedure. The perfected yogi
can pass from one state of being to another at will.

Every Hindu is to some extent a practitioner
of Yoga, and just What this implies is admirably stated
in Plato, Republic 571 D. f.”

-Ananda K. Coomaraswamy:
Hinduism and Buddhism Note
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PAGEANTS FROM THE THIRUVKKOVAIYAR
~AND
SOME ASPECTS OF HINDV CVULTVRE

A.Gunanayagam
(Retd. Deputy Auditor General . Former President, Eelathu Sivaneri Manram)

Introductory :

The Saiva Bhakthi literature mainly consists of
the twelve Saiva Thirumurais. Of these the eighth
Thirumurai is made up of the Thiruvasagam and the
Thirukkovaiyar. The Thiruvasagam is a heart-melting
hymn book generally familiar to all Saivities, but not so
the Thirukkovaiyar because of its difficult language.

The term ‘Kovai’ in the title Thirukkovaiyar
means a garland or a work composed in some logical
sequence. The Thirukkovaiyar is a work of 400 lyrical
stanzas with love as its only theme. It is an accepted
principle of the Saiva faith to consider God or
Paramatman as the lover who is constantly wooing the
hand of an unwilling lass who is the Soul or Jeevatman.
Chidambaram, the Centre of the Universe :

The Thirukkovaiyar deals with 400 different
situations, with a verse for each. Whatever the Course
of Conduct or Situation of the Lovers there is no devia-
tion at all from the spiritual background. There is hardly
a single stanza of the 400 stanzas wherein reference is
not made to the Great Dancer of Thillai, Lord Nataraja.
He indeed is the hero of the work. The other name for
Thillai is Chidambaram. Chidambaram means ‘Soul-
space’ ; thus, it also refers to the heart of man. Accord-
ing to Saiva legend, Chidambaram is the centre of the
Universe. Is it not true that the whole world revolves
round man as its central pivot ? Logically therefore the
heart of man is the public rostrum for the Universal
Dancer to perform His Dance. Is it not right that such a
place should always be kept clean and holy?

Faith and Self-effort :

Now about the lover and his lass of the
Thirukkovaiyar. One day, the lover had accidentally met
his lady-love in a grove, gained her acquaintance, ex-
changed sweet words, and sadly parted company towards
nightfall. Next day, as the sun moves towards eventide,
the sweet experiences of the previous day come gnaw-
ing at his heart. Will he be fortunate today as he was
yesterday ? Doubts assail his mind. But being an off-
spring of the Thillai soil, his doubts soon give way to a
spirit of self-assuring faith. He ruminates :

“This came to me before, not from any conscious
effort of mine;

Should I strive in the future too,

There’s Divinity still that had served as Abiding
Guide.

So, grieve not, O’ my heart!”

Man tends to rely on his strength alone without
realising that there is in existence the unlimited reser-
voir of Universal Grace and Power without whose aid
no achievement can ever be a reality. But the first step
towards success is an earnest endeavour on the part of
man himself. “Are there any achievements of abiding
value which are not the result of hard work? “, asks
Pattinattu Adigal of the 11" Thirumurai. Faith and Self-
effort are the two hand-maidens of success not only in
worldly life but even in the spiritual sphere too.

Rank Imposes obligations :

It was never in the Tamil tradition that a young

man meeting with rebuff at the hands of his lady-love
resorts to any form of violence against her or anygody
else.
Instead, he makes for himself, as it were, a horse with
the fronds of the palmyrah palm, and holding aloft the
picture of his lady-love drawn on canvas, rides around
in the area, being drawn along by friends. This is for the
purpose of giving the elders of the place a chance to
bring about redress.

After so many attempts at winning her heart
which proved futile the young man decides upon riding
the palmyrah horse, ultimately leading to his own death.
He discloses his intention to the girl’s confidante. But
she is equal to the occasion and comes out with a fitting
reply.

“Young Sir, we know you are an off spring of
the Thillai land. If you propose to ride the palmyrah
horse you will need the fronds of the palmyrah palm
which you will have to cut down from the palm itself. If
you do so, you necessarily will have to dismantle the
nests of the father and mother birds which have taken
abode on the top of the tree, together with their young
ones. If you do such a thing, from whom else can we
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expect the sweet grace of abounding love to all living
things? We know you will never stoop to a thing like
that, below your station. Your proposal therefore is a
sham.”

What an illustration for the truth of the maxim
‘Noblesse Oblige’ — Rank imposes obligations. Nobil-
ity of human birth calls for nobility of conduct. Appar
Swamigal speaks of a fence to be erected around every
man, that is the fence of human dignity.
Self-Surrender to Aapathsagayan:

The lady-love had been adamant with her re-
fusal to the wooing lover, until at last an unusual inci-
dent takes place. The girl speaks of this incident:

“Drinking the poision that rose from the sea,
He saved the Celestials from extinction that day-

The roaring stream from His Thillai’s mountain slopes
Formed a swirling pool below.

Going for a dip in the sylvan stream,

I'slipped and fell into the swelling floods, and was Sink-
ing, drowning, dying. )

I felt the touch of an unknown hand just then, ..

It gripped me,

Lifted me, and

Hauled me out to safety.

To such a Saviour as He,

Words I have none me the puny little one.”

The friendly hand of an unknown Saviour who
had appeared on the scene uncalled, had saved her. Be-
ing out of the water, and out of danger, the girl looks up
to see who it was that had saved her at the nick of time.
It was none other than the lover who had wooed her all
these years but whose hand she had rejected on the flim-
siest of excuses. She blushed and felt ashamed of her-
self. She became painfully aware of the helpless state
of her own petty littleness, and the magnanimity of her
benign Saviour. She had much to say against His offer
all these years, but what words can she find now to this
supreme gesture? Her volubility of yester-year now turns
into one of muteness. It is time that His Will be done,
and nothing of her own will any more. The time is ripe
for silent self-surrender. The Saviour had redeemed her
from the whirlpool of a swirling worldly life. It is right
that there should be the union of the Soul with the Lord.
Hospitality and Non-killing :

In course of time the lover and his lady-love were
joined together in holy wedlock. The young husband
was a lover of the fine arts. He loved music and dance,
and was out of home on this account sometimes, and on
occasions, even for a day or two. On one of these
occasions when the husband returned home, the wife

refused him entry into the house. Being thus shut out,
he seeks the assistance of his wife’s girl-companion to
passify his wife. But the wife would not give in. The
husband then approaches the singing minstrel who was
a popular figure of ancient society. The arrival of the
minstrel, generally a welcome visitor, with a plea on
behalf of the husband infuriated the wife all the more.

She poured scorn upon him thus; “Do not come
selling needle in the blacksmiths’ street. (Do not come
carrying coals to Newcastle). Fie upon you and your
decorated lies ! You cow-meat eater, begone from here
this very instant.” A flabbergasted minstrel made good
his escape before stones flung by the wife could descend
upon him.

The husband, not knowing what to do, hit upon
an ingenious plan. He collected together two or three
persons posing as guests to the home and made his way to
the house in their company. Sighting guests coming to
the house, the young wife’s face and eyes which awhile
before were emitting fire and fury brightened up and turned
to be as fresh as a flower in an instant. She opened the
door and let in not only the gusts but her husband also.

In regard to the minstrel she wanted to use the
hardest language possible and she could find no harder
term than “cow-meat eater.” Whether he was really
that or not, we don’t know, but we can learn from this
incident how despicable beef-eating had been looked
down upon the Saiva society of old.

Earn your own living :

The couple figuring in this work are of high birth learn-
ing and culture, and gifted with material means also.
Wealthy or not, it was the mark of Tamil culture that a
young man, before he could wed, should leave home
and acquire adequate material means of his own to run a
family rather than live on the wealth of his parents or
parents-in-law. Thus the young man of the
Thrukkovaiyar also leaves home and his chariot gradu-
ally disappears out of sight leaving behind only traces
of the chariot wheel on the soft sands of the beach. These
marks are the only consolation to the girl, and when the
sea stretches its hands to erase these marks, she cries out ‘
agonisingly with outstretched hands, appealing to the .
sea not to cause her such disaster.

The Lord of the Universe cannot be seen but we
can see the evidence of his activity which we should
adore, respect and treasure in the name of the Maker.
True Manliness :

At one stage , without the knowledge of her par-
ents, the girl had eloped with her lover, and a worried
mother sets out in search of them. At a distance she sees
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a pair answering to her descriptions but recognises them
to be different as they draw near. She then inquires of
the young man whether he had seen passing that way a
pair of very similar features as theirs. The young man
admits-he saw a youth like him, but as to the query re-
garding his companion, he turns to his own mate and
bids her give a reply. Nurtured in the true school of
Hindu culture, his eyes by practice would have seen only
the male passerby and not any of the opposite sex. How
marvellously the finest in Hindu culture is being put
across by the Thirukkovaiyar. Thiruvalluvar also speaks
of the noble manliness of not casting an amorous glance
on another woman.

Ideal Manhood :

The last stanza of the Thirukkovaiyar constitutes
its culmination. It is a portrayal of ideal manhood. The
yong man being a lover of the fine arts is kind to other
women also but this is misunderstood by the wife. See-
ing this, her girl-companion enlightens her on the true
position of her husband. He is not to be regarded as an
ordinary individual. He is not a man of mere kindness.
But is full of the loving grace referred to in Tamil as ‘Arul’.
Had he been just kind, his affection would be confined to
his kith and kin and friends alone. But the abounding

grace in him expands towards every living thing, tran-

scending all narrow limits. If he is kind towards other
members of the opposite sex, he does so as a man of over-
flowing grace. He is the rain-clouds puring forth showers
of rain unasked, and the beautiful Katpaka tree that yields

anything asked. A worthy companion of the learned, and -

kinsman to music lovers. He is Chintamani, the magic
stone, that grants every man his wish. He is the tender

- flower adorning the holy Feet of the Thillai Lord. He is

also the undiminishing wealth to noble men, and as Fate

to friends and foes alike, doling out impartially to each -

his own deserts. A drinking pool of sweet water to the
thirsty, and a bonanza to all and sundry. How near to
God should man be in all his attributes !

# ok o %

Conclusion

The purpose of the Thirukkovaiyar is essentially
spiritual. Clothed in the mantle of a young Man’s love
for his lass the Thirukkovaiyar seeks to portray the con-
cern the Paramatman always has for every soul ultimately
leading to the merger of the Soul with Paramatman: This
apart, it is a repository of Hindu culture. Loftiest of
thoughts adorn the work consistently. There is hardly a
single stanza where some enticing feature or features are
not discernible. From the social point of view its impor-
tance lies in its portrayal of the characteristics of an ideal
Hindu Life. It is here we modems have to learn from the
Thirukkovaiyar. It is no use gloating over the glories of
the past unless we live up to those traditions. Is not the
dowry system a running sore of the Hindu society? Are
not our young men, at least those who are well-to-do,
ashamed to demand huge dowries which parents-in-laws
can ill afford to give? Why do the elders of the society
support these young men in such exploits?

Then again, is not the practice of non-vegetari-
anism contrary to the basic tenets of a Saiva society? It
is a shame that people who call themselves Hindus, what-
ever that many mean, condone non-vegetarianism.
Modern Hindu society born to such rich traditions of the
Thirukkovaiyar has also fallen from those standards.
Man in general has fallen from his rank, and it is the
task of Hinduism to raise him to that level.

Obeisance to You Who pervade the earth as all
the five elements !

Obeisance to You Who appear in water as four !
Obeisance to You Who shine in fire as three!
Obeisance to You Who delight in wind as two!

Obeisance to You Who happen in either as one only!

-VALALLAR
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