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Arumuga Navalar §
)

Dr. H. W. Tambiah Q.C
QDUUUUUUU Formerly Justice of the Court of Apeal, Sierra Leone & Puisne Justice of Ceylon.
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Sri Arumuga Navalar is one of the illustrious sons
of Ceylon. His name should be written in golden letters
in the annals of Sri Lanka. He was born in an orthodox
Hindu family and in his early life imbibed the traditional
Hindu culture of the Tamils of that period. He was a
voracious reader. He was well versed in English as well
as in Sanskirt and read widely in Tamil, his mother tongue.
During his period many of the Tamil literary works were
written in ola leaves and he started a printing press and
brought out many printed works which were not easily
accessible to readers in Tamil.

He became a Tamil scholar and his name and fame
spread to South India. As a scholar grammarian and an
orator he was supreme. The scholars gave him the honorific
title “Navalar”, which literally means “one who has a
powerful tongue” but connotes great scholarship and
erudition. Navalar lived at a time when the British had
taken over India and Ceylon and the missionaries were
trying to destroy the culture of the indigenous people and
plant their own. The missionary zeal for prosetelising was
so intense that they condemned any culture foreign to
theirs as “heathen”. The Tamils have an ancient language
and culture and any attempt to destroy them is futile. The
Portuguese, Dutch and the English could not destroy Tamil
culture. During Navalar’s time many Christian converts
lost their culture and slavishly imitated the West. The soul
of the people is their culture and the attitude of the new
converts grieved Navalar.

Navalar renounced the world in early life before
worldly pleasures could spoil him and became a Hindu
evangelist, and he became the spear head of Hindu
renaissance. He founded the Navalar school wrote
religious tracts, published many works in Tamil and
addressed meetings. The Missionaries in South India as
well as in Ceylon found him a tough opponent. They
employed renowned scholars to write polemical works

condenming Hinduism. Carroll Visuvanathapillai, a great
Tamil scholar, was persuaded to write a rejoinder to one
of Navalar’s works. Visuvanathapillai produced the
“Sukra Theepam” in which there was a virulant attack
in racy Tamil of the Agamic religion taught by Sri
Arumuga Navalar. Later Visuvanathapillai repented and
become a Hindu. Navalar brought about a great revival
in the study of the Tamil language and the Hindu religion.
Navalar extended his activities to South India. In South
India he carried on a relentless campaign against
Ramalinga Swamigal, whose teachings and writings were
not only couched in exquisite language but conveyed
the quintessence of Hindu ecclectric thought. Ramalinga
Swamy spoke of the unity of all religions. He said that,
just as several paths lead a person to the same goal, all
religions led the soul to the feet of God. Navalar not only
condenmed the teaching of Ramalinga Swamigal but even
questioned the Swamy’s scholarship.

The followers of Ramalinga Swamigal did not spare
Navalar. This intellectual feud which brought unpopularity
to Navalar among a section of the Tamil Scholars has
been forgotten in modern times. Navalar deserves an
honoured place among the Tamil scholars. When the
Madras Government erected statutes to commemmorate
the names of great Tamil scholars, the Ceylon Tamils
were shooked to find that Navalar was forgotten. The
late lamented Tamil scholar, Annathurai promised to
rectify this significant ommission (This promise was
made to the writer at the meeting of the I. A.T. R. held
in Madras) but his untimely death has made it difficult to
press for the erection of a statute of a great Tamil scholar
grammarian revivalist and a savant.

The Tamils of Ceylon and South India owes a deep
debt of gratitute for preserving their language and culture
and erect fitting monuments to perpetuate his memory in
India and Ceylon.
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Sivamayam

The International Saiva Siddhanda Research Institute
Organises
The Fourth International Saiva Siddhanda Conference

At Madurai
2008 March 21, 22, 23 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

On the Fundamentals of Saiva Siddantha

(Veda, Agama, Purana, Epic, Sanga Literature, Thirumurai and Sastra)

Peranbudayeer !

“ThenNadudaya Sivane Portri - EnNadavarkum Eraivaa Pottri”
We have great pleasure and immense joy to invite you to the above Conference.

The International Saiva Siddhanda Research Institute has been inaugurated by his Holiness the 26"
“Gurumaha Sannithanam of Dharumapura Adhinam” in 1984. This institute conducted conferences
in 1984 at Dharmapuram, in 1986 at Malaysia and in 1988 at Varanasi. For the benefit of the
Saiva community a monthly magazine called “Gnanasampandham” which contains essays and
research articles is published regularly.

Our ancient religion, Saiva Siddhanta flowered in Tamil Nadu as a forceful bhakti movement
infused with insights on siddha yoga. During the 7® to 9™ “™ri®s saints Sampanthar, Appar and
Sundarar pilgrimaged from temple to temple, singing soulfully of Lord Siva’s greatness. They were
instrumental in successfully defending Saivaism against the threats of Buddhism and Jainism.
Thereafter, a king’s Prime Minister, Manikkavasakar, renounced a world of weglth and fame to
seek and serve Lord Siva. His heart-melting verses, called Thiruvasagam, are full of visionary
experience, divine love and urgent striving for Truth. The songs of these four saints are part of the
compendium known as Thirumurai, which along with the Vedas and Saiva Agamas form the
scriptural basis of Saiva Siddhanta in Tamilnadu and Sri Lanka. h

Now, our religious traditions and practices are on the verge of deterioration. The motto of this
Conference is to give life to rejuvenate our Saiva traditions. We invite scholars and exponents in
Saiva Siddhantha Philosophy and Thirumurais from all over the world to present research papers at
the conference.

Many Heads of Saiva Adhinams, Representative of Governments, Professors in Saiva Siddhanda,
Sivachariyas, Trustees and Administrators of Saiva temples from various parts of the world will
take part in this conference.

A souvenir with the research papers and conference proceedings will be published after the
conference and a special souvenir will be released on the First day of the conference.

Research papers can be submitted on the theme of the conference or on related topics for
the special souvenir.
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Please Note:

1. The paper presented must be on Vedam, Agamam, Puranam, Epic, Sangam

Thiramurai and Sastras.

2. The presentation of papers must be about five pages in

English.

et

during conference days.

7. A pilgrimage tour to tem}?les including Madurai, Kumbakonam and Rameswaram etc. has

Papers can be presented by anyone w
Articles must be in simple and clear language.
Articles received after the due date may not b
every right to minimize or re structure the
6. Foreign delegates and outstation participan

ho is interested in the above topics.

been arranged during 24", 25" & 26™ March 2008 for foreign participants.

their names or send their papers on or before 25™ December 2007.

9. Registration fees:

a. Local Delegates Rs. 500/=

b. Local Participants Rs. 400/=

c. Foreign delegates & participants $100.00

d. The Bank Drafts are to be made to:

AJ/c Name: “International Saiva Sidhantha Research Institute”
Bank name: India Bank, Branch: Mayiladuthurai

Bank Sort Code: 165,

A/c No: 751442194
e. Please forward your fee and the papers through your loc
others are requested to send directly to :

International Saiva Siddhantha Research Institute, Dharmapura Adhinam,
Dharmapuram, Mayiladuthurai 609 001, Tamil Nadu, S. India.

Conference Co-ordinators’ Contact Addresses:

Literature,
A4 size paper typed in Tamil or in

e entertained. The conference organisers have

articles.
ts are provided with food and accommodation

8. Those interested in submitting papers or would like to attend the conference please register

al co-ordinator and the

3

Tamil Nadu

Dr. M. Thirunavukarasu, Principal
Dharmapuram Adhinam Arts College,
Dharmapuram, Mayiladuthurai 609 001
Tamilnady, India,

Cell: 00 91 9843094430

Email: daac@rediffimail.com

Europe & Overseas
Mr.N.Satchithananthan,

Federation of Saiva (Hindu) Temples U.K.
49, Ravensbourne Park Crescent,

Catford, London SE6 4YG,

Tel / Fax: 00 44 208 690 0401

Email: nsatchi@hotmail.com

Sri Lanka:
Mr. Kandiah Neelakandan
Secretary, All Ceylon Hindu Congress

91/5, Sir, Chittampalam A. Gardiner Mawatha,

Colombo 02.

E-mail: neela@mnlaw.lk

Tel: 0094-11-2371100

Fax: 0094-11-2371111/2371122

Canada:

Mr. Siva Chinniah

The President

Canada Hindu Cultural Council
41, Misty Hills Trail, Scarborough
ON, MIB 6B2, Canada.

Phone: 001 416 284 9158

E-mail: sivasinniah@netscape.net

Australia:

Mr. Kanapathippillai Sabanathan

Director of Educational Activities,

The Saiva Manram Inc.

217 Great Western Highway,

Mays Hill, NSW 2145

Tel: 612 96427767(H), 61 408432680(M)

Email: { HYPERLINK "mailto:sabanathank@gmail.com”

i

Malaysia:

Mr. M. Sivakumar

Sri Mahamariyamman Koil Devasthanam,
Kuala Lumpur,

Malaysia

Tel: 00 60 0320785323

“Saivamum Tamilzhum Thazhithu Onguha”
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Registration Form
The Fourth International Saiva Siddhanda Conference

2008 March 21, 22, 23 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

1. UL AI0E e e ereernenereerssneeerasesecssessnnesssenssssssssersnsssntearssesteanssstssssassasees
2 Educational Qualification:........c.cccesrvveeniineeninerenniiinnniiinneeniiin.
3 INSHEULION NAME: ..ovvevvveeriieeerereeennnrusssssrsaresrrmsssssesseasarasssssresteanassncsse
4 CONLACE AQATESS . ureerrerereeeeererrerrerrmenrenrrrrssmessimsssiiisssssessssssssssssess

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Conference Registrar:

International Saiva Siddhantha Research Institute,
Dharmapura Adhinam, Dharmapuram, Mayiladuthurai 609 001, Tamil Nadu, S. India.
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SFRsuyt ubasaus dipmuesit Ql,mmej,j ma’sqp eurTer6ipm
Fnineoit Sidaps diipn Bsbaiser (16.09.2007)

Glursiraflipm eﬂgmﬁu‘ weveoy AmslLT ubsmussYs g0 CurrAfui . QeriamyTar yaiss oyflysid GEwnmsu (psam
Srasiyt 6oL uhsmnsays Gsherdu syinggmp olflmyurert wWemer e i, &smsmmiie ot E(@Enid (@TamLraug) UL i) S
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Unie Arts (Pvt) Ltd., Tel : 94 11 2330186
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