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The Lord Almighty, who is the embodiment of this
Universe and is yet apart from every manifest thing, was
visualised by the ancient Tamils more than rwo thousand years
ago, as the embodiment of Love. To them and to all of us
‘Anbe Sivam’ (ysirGu Heud) is the most endearing definition of
Lord Siva.

Universe is Siva. All of us are Siva and the World’s
cosmogony can be best understood only through “Siva
tattvam” (fleu sdgieud) 1t is generally accepted that this universe
is the creation of the projection of the Almighty, the Supreme
Force. The Rudra concept of Re-Veda gives reference to the
Siva-aspect of Cosmogony. Creation of the Universe is
admitted by Scientists to be of many million year ago.

Siva-worship is as old as creation. Siva is the most ancient
God of Tamils. Siva is in all human beings in the ‘Akasa’
(epane) form permeating throughout the body. Only when
Siva makes a motion, there is productive force. So did Lord
Siva in His Lila (sSemev) With His “Thandava’ - dance (gmesri6u
sLemid) as Sri Nataraja, setin motion all creation. Saiva-siddhanta
posits that God dances in the soul and extends the life-principle
to man.

The dance of Siva represent the rhythm and movement of
the world spirit. One can witness the dance of Siva in the
rising Sun, in the waves ef the ocean, in the rotation of the
planets, in lightning and thunder and in the cosmic ‘Pralaya’
(Orarunn) Without Him nothing moves.

People of ancient times worshipped Siva in the form of
“Linga’ Some of the ancient rulers of Kumari Kandam had the
title ‘Siva’

A hillock in America reveals a hill called Siva This is a
precious evidence of the ancient people of America being Siva-
worshippers. Many more evidence of Siva temples, in places
such as Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Colorado etc., have been found.
, Siva as Jothi is the concept of Saivaism Siva represented

as ‘Jothi’ is found in Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh. Tamil Nadu,
Madhya Pradesh and in Maharashtra Siva is resplendent in
Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu where Siva was worshiped by Lord
Rama before and after the great war with Ravana.

The spiritual unity of India is thus apparents with an added
significance in the belief that no devotee can get emancipated
unless he bathes in the Ganges and has darsana of (sfigsr)
Lord Visvesvara and also bathes in the Setusamudram and
gets darsana of Lord Siva at Rameswaram.

Furthermore, Siva aspect is fivefold - as Prthvi (earth),
Appu (water) Theyu (agni), Vayu (air) and akasa (ether). In
Kancipuram Sivais in Prthvi-rupa ardently worshipped by Devi
Kamaksi herself. The Appu form is in Tiruvanaikaval in
Tiruchirapalli district while the Theyu rupam of Siva is found
in Tiruvannamalai famous for its Karthigai Dipotsavam, In
Tirukalathi (Kalahasti) the Vayu form was worshipped from
ancient days. The puranas say thata spider, snake and elephant
attained salvation. In the garbhagraha, there is an eternal
flickering flames due to the slow motion of air which has been
created by the great architect. In the sacred Chidambaram in
South Arcot District, Siva is Akasa and Siva Tandava (dance)
by Lord Nataraja keeps humanity alive.

We witness Siva in his grand dance-forms in Chidambaram.
Tiruvalangadu, Madurai and Tirunelveli which are classiflied
as Ananda-tandavam, Kalibhanga-tandavam (or Sambhara-
tandavam) and Sandhya-tandavam. There are other types of
dances as well. For example in Titukutralam it is Tripura
Tandavam while in Perur it is Urdhava-Tripura- Thandavam.
In Tirumudisvaram, it is Azhagiya Natanam while it is Ajapa-
Natanam in Tiruvarur, Unmatta-Tandavam in Tirunallar,
Kukkuta-Natanam in Tirukkaravayal. Hamsapada-Natanam in
Vedaranyam, Bhringi-Natanam in Tirukkolli, Muka-mandala
thandavam in Ananthathandavaram and Kalmaria Natanam in
Madurai.

There can be no doubt that our ancients chose the Supreme
Lord Siva as their own for special worship. He is the only God
who is recognised as both in the Nirguna and Saguna forms as
the Upanishads rightly proclaim. Visnu and Brahma of the
Trinity are only Saguna deities. Sivaaloneis eternity without
beginning or end in dicative of his Nirguna Brahmattvan.

(Courtesy: Hindu Organ-July 2001)
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