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CHAPTER I

THE METHOD OF CARRYING OUT THE CENSUS, AND
THE TABULARON0F 'THE RESULTS.

.

The date of the Census—Reasons for the selection of that date—Local advantage of the date
selected —Favourable weéather— The instructions of Government—System to be that
followed in 1881 : its advantages—Duties of the headmen—The preliminary form-—The
house list—Object of these forms—Appointment of enumerators—The enumerator’s
block—Wages of an enumerator—Preliminary arrangements—Necessity of early appoint-
ment of enumerators—Machinery employed in énumeration—Opinions as to the 'accuracy
of the Census—Work in the Municipalities—Demeanour of .the people—Definition of the
term “house”—The householder's schedule—Caste—Civil condition—Lepers—Special
 schedules—Despatch of forms—Return of schedules—Village abstract—The advice note
—-Scrutiny of schedules—The register of schedules— Distribution of clerks into diferent

" departments—The working tables—Method of checking—Quantity directly checked—
Indirect check—The abstracting—Preparation of tabular statements.

THE third Census of Ceyloh was takeﬁ on the night of the 26th-27th
February, 1891.

9. This date had been already selected by the Government of India for the
Census of the Empire, and in directing that the Census here should be taken at the
same time the Government of Ceylon followed the precedent of 1881. The
connection between Southern India and.Ceylon is so intimate, and the great
demand for labour and the increased facilities of carriage have made intercourse
go constant, that a continuous stream of men, women, and children is now passing
to and fro. The taking of the Census of Southern India and Ceylon at different
times would therefore lead to the exclusion of a large number of persons.

3. For purely local reasons, too, a day in February is preferable to any later
date. During that month dry weather pay be anticipated throughout the Island ;
and the movement of the Siphalese people towards their homes, which begins to
take,place towards the end of March, in preparation for the annual national festival,

has not yet begun.

4. The night of the 26th-27th February was dry, and bright moonlight
assisted the enumerators. ‘ . ' .

5. In May, 1890, the Government gavé final orders that a Census should be
taken in the following year. o

6. It was determined to adopt the system followed in 1881, of which the
results had, in the opinion of those competent to judge, proved the efficacy, and the
rules subsequently made were little more than a revival of those issued in 1880
and 1881. There were a number of headmen in each district who had taken part
in the enumeration in the previous decade, and it was an advantage that they
should not have to forget what they had once learnt. A )

7. The headmen were first called upon to supply, as to each.village, the
particulars required by the ¢ Preliminary Form and the House List.”

These were designed to give the details of which a kenowledge was necessary
to the officer upon whom depended the furnishing of the machinery for the
enumeration of the people. : C

8. The Preliminary Form gave.the number of houses built, or in course of

building, occupied and unoccupied ; the number of churches, &c. ; the number of* f

schools; the names of the navigable waterways, of halting-places for boats, of

cart roads, of halting-places for carts and cattle; the number and situation of
resthouses, amblams, and “ruppas”; the number and gituation of cooly lines and

hospitals; the names of estates; and the number and names of mines. ;

9. The House List gave the number of the house, the name of the head of

the family, the situation of the house, and the language, if any, which the head
of the family could read and write, , :
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2 _ ! " REPORT ON THE " °

10. 'From theidetails furnished by these papers.as At,o:e ch village, it waé-eaéy
f the people. - It was

to judge what provision was necessary for the enumeration
required that these: papers should. be sent in by the local

time to allow of their being checked, and I attached great importance to the;

efficient supervision of this portjon of the programme.,

o i : T T R T,
11. The principle that the headman should be; the enuerator of hml village, and:’

that where he required assistance he should choose his own
work well, and I recommended that the same system should|

4 3
12. It was laid down that the number of houses in }Jan enumerator’s block*:-ﬁ

should never exceed one Ziundred, and it was pointed out t

the number of schedules which he had to fill in.

13. The wages of an enumerator were generally not to exceed seven rupees, ]

but it was found nécessary frequently to exceed this rate, a
districts,

. 14, The preliminary arrangements were well advance , if not éntirely com- .
tastern Province there -

pleted, early in January.in most Districts, although in the
was considerable delay in the appointment of enumerator

the resultssmsasss . .

Municipality arrangements were so much postponed as to dause grave anxiety forff
P v ¢ ) e R

15. 1t is impossible that the enumerators can either learn their work or make ;
themselves familiar with the contents of their blocks if their appointment is post-
poned to two or three days before the taking of the Censub.

taking is there more need for timely and methodical arrang

of the subsequent enumeration can only be measured by|the perfection of the

means employed.

16. The machinery upon which so much of the admi
depends was made use of for Census purposes. The chief
village headmen possess an intimate knowledge of places an
ing to them, which could not be acquired by a stranger exce

These officers, therefore, naturally and effectively performed the duties of enamera-
upon whom depended

tors under the immediate supervision of their official chiefs,
all the work of superintendence and arrangement. There
which the work was better done than in others ; and in

have been better if personal attention to details had been glven earlier, but in the
midst of many pressing important duties it is hard to find a place for another;

and the thanks of the Government are due to the Govern
Asgistants, and to the Nativé Chiefs of Districts, who und
operations requiring care and exertion.

17. 1t is the general opinion that the work was ac burately and pl;ope'rlxi

performed.
The Government Agent of the Central Province attri

result of the Censas ” to the care and attention devoted to it by his Office Assistant, 34
Mr. Thorburn, to whose intelligent instruction of the enupmerators I was mysel 48

witness,

The Government Agent of the Northern Province has [been good enough't{if {

furnish 2 memorandum testifying to the personal care an
Kachchéri to details, and the schedules sent in from Jaffna
work was done.

The Government Agent of the Southern Province sees jno reason to doubt

general accuracy of the Census.

at the true test of the' iy
proper extent of a block was the distance to be travelled by the enumerator, and. »

istration of the Island

eadmen .in sufficient}

minees, was found to
be adopted in 1891

oAl

o

d especially in urban .3

; and in the Colombo. Y. §

In no other under-
ment, for the accuracy

of divisions and the i
of the people belong-
t by a long residence.

ere some Districts in
ome it would perhaps

ent Agents and their 3§
ook the conduct of

butes “the successful ;'

attention given in his J
howed how well th 3 -

The Government Agent of the Eastern Province states that all the informatiot]

which has reached him leads him to believe in the general gecuracy of the resuliy
and he adds that special attention had been given to securing a proper enumeratio

of the Mohammedan women. .
The Government Agent of the North-Central Province

Census was most carefully and accurately taken. He thidks that it could not ey’
Inore accurately taken, and he found the preliminary Census very useful. .
n his Province to b

The Government Agent of Uva considers the Census
fairly accurate. ) .

The Government Agent of Sabaragamuwa believes the
to have been generally accurate.

The Government Agent of the Western Province is f

results of the Census in the Colombo District are.” But as the preliminary 45
arrangements were made under the personal supervision of the Government.Agenti 3
and of Mr. De Saram (who had worked with me in 1881), there is every reason o &

believe that they were efficacious.

. The Assistant Government Agents of Districts are unanimous in thinkil,lg:
that accurate results have been obtained. o

18, The work in the Colombo Municipality was unde:&;ken by the Chairniéxi.f o

In the Kandy and Galle Municipalities all the NEeCcessary ar
by the Secretaries (Major Byrde and Mr. Anthonisz), a
¢ifectual. ‘

19. No difficulty éppears to have occurred in obtaining

enumerators ; and the demeanour of the people throughout jwas satisfactory, - b

results in his Distr;iet-?

‘not aware what-the'§

A

ngements were mads §,
were complete and:

a sufficient number of § |
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20. The difficulty, ';vhich has not yet been satisfactorily surmounted, as to the -

definition of a house again presented itself. -The ‘Indian definition was adopted, ;.
and it was taken to be “the dwelling-place of one or more families with their

resident servants, having a separate principal entrance from the public or comnion. ::

way.” This appears to be the best attainable definition, but it is not easily intelli
gible, and was subjected to much criticism. .. * . s

A 91. The Householdér's Schedule, which was printed with the‘headings" m
English, Siphalese, and Tamil on the one sheet, differed in some respects from that -

employed at the last Census. It omitted the entry of the description of the house.
No use was made of the information, which, from the gonfusion existing in. the
Siphalese mind between a house and room, was never accurate. - The size of the-
sheet was larger, and it contained space for ten instead of eight names. Theaddition
of a column for “birthplace” has contributed much important information, and

enabled me to furnish interesting details of%ﬁe-md'vements' of the people. = &+ .-+

22. A suggestion was made that the schedule should have a column for “caste.”

" A like proposal was rejected in 1880, and ‘although the details would have been
.interesting, caste is not in Ceylon so important a factor in social life as it is in

India; and the inquiry would have led the people to think that an importance was

.now attached to an institution which it has been the declared policy of the Govern-

ment of Ceylon to disregard. s . o
23. The usual inquiry as to civil or conjugal condition—that is, as to whether
persons are married or single—was also omitted as it was in 1880. So long as it is

uncertain what constitutes a marriage in Ceylon, it is useless to inquire whether
persons are married or not. ' ‘ :

24. 1 desired an inquiry as to the number of lepers and a column introduced .
for that purpose, but it was thought that accurate answers would not be given,
and that it was best to leave such an inquiry to other machinery. ' :

25. Special schedules were supplied containing the same headings, but on
larger sheets, for the enumeration of the “outdoor " and estate population, the
inmates of schools and hospitals, and shipping. .

26. The whole of the necessary forms were supplied direct from the Govern- '

ment Printing Office to the local - officers, and the manner in which these
arrangements were carried out is best proved by the fact that I can remember but
two complaints. The Chairman of the Colombo Municipality complained of not
having received forms, of which the receipt had been acknowledged by his Assistant
geveral days earlier, and the Government Agent at Batticaloa telegraphed for a
large quantity, which had already been delivered some days before by steamer,

27. The schedules of the Colombo Municipality were the first returned, and -
the stream was continuous for several weeks. In the Batticaloa District (where it -

was found necessary to send an officer to correct schedules improperly filled up)
and in the Hambantota District there was some delay : but the preliminary. figures
for the Island were published in May. : .

98. An abstract was prepared for each village, giving the name of the village,
the number of the schedules consecutively, and the number of males and females
enumerated on each schedule. From this abstract, which was first checked, the
totals of the population for the preliminary report were made up in my office.

29. With every package of schedules an advice note was forwarded, of which
a counterfoil reached me by post. This advice note stated the means by which the
package had been despatched, and gave the names of the villages of which the
schedules were included, and the name of the Pattu or Kéralé in which the village
was situate. The contents of the package were checked, and the advice note
returned receipted to the despatching office. The lists of villages given in the
despatching notes were checked with the lists which had already been sent in, to
detect the omission of any village. ' : B

30. In making up the totals for the preliminary report the schedules were
scrutinised, and manifest errors were referred for correction.

31. The schedules of each village were then made up into packets, and the
packets into bundles, which were catalogued into registers. A register was opened
for each District, to which a letter was assigned : and to every bundle of schedules
of the District was given this letter and a consecutive number. For each bundle a )
distinct entry was made in the register, and opposite each entry were five slips
marked I., 11, II1,, IV, and C. The figures referred to the working tables and the
letter to the checking. When the tabulating or checking clerk required a bundle,
he went to the clerk in charge of the register, and was given a slip with the
number of the table on which he was engaged, and his-name was entered. The
slip allowed him to obtain the bundle of that letter and number from the press,
and on its return he brought back ithe slip, and the registering clerk was responsi-,
ble for the return of the bundle. This system (which I owe as I do very much
else to the ingenuity of my assistant, Mr. J. A. Ohlmus) worked admirably. It
ensured regularity, and prevented a bundle going into the hands of the same clerk
for more than one process. '

32. In 1881 the clerks were allowed to go from one working table to another,
changing from the “ Ages” table to the “ Literate ” and from the * Literate ” to the
“ Occupation,” but it was found elsewhere that better work was done if the clerks
were divided and kept constantly to one table. This made the eye and hand

-
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. familiar with it, and ensured an automatic use of the table, which was lost if the

clerk was allowed to wander from one to the other. The staff was therefore in
1891 divided into five rooms: Ages,” “Literates,” Occupations,” * Birthplaces,”
and “ Checking.” T

33. The first table, which was that used in the “ Ages" room, provided by a
gystem of marks for the entry of the particulars of ages, sexes, nationalities,
religions, and infirmities. ' , '

The second contained the entry of nationalities, sexes, number of children under
14, India-born persons, scholars according to age-periods, and occupations. Thiswas
the most difficult form, and required something more than mechanical working.

The third form 'provfaed for the entry by sex, nationality, and religion of those

able to read and write, and unable ; and in this form was entered the number of
Roman Catholics. . 4

The fourth took the particulars of birthplaces with sexes and nationalities.

Of the first, second, and third form each tabulating clerk was required to
supply a certain number of entries in the week with a stated allowance for error.
Where a clerk did more than the work required of him, he received a bonus, while
if he did less he was punished by a fine.

34. The most important portion of the work of the Census Office lies in the
checking of the tabulation. This check may be either direct—that is, the same work
being done overagain on the same working table —or indirect, by the comparisonin
the course of abstracting of different tables containing some of the same particulars.

35. The direct check was adopted as to 35 per cent. of Tables 1I.and IV., as to
33 per cent. of Table 11I.,and as to 30 per cent. of Table 1. One-third of the whole
of the work was thus subjected to this check.

36. But the indirect check applied to the whole of the work. The tabulation
of each village on each of the four forms was done separately, so that at any time
from the working tables could be gathered as to any single village the results
which are given in the printed tables as to Districts. These results were compared
as to each table, and if they agreed the tabulation was assumed to be correct. 1f
they disagreed, the error was discovered and corrected.

1f reference is made to~what I have already said in describing the tables and
their contents, it will be seen in how many particulars they require agreement as
a test of accuracy. <

No indirect means could be devised of testing the accuracy of the entries of occu-
pations and birthplaces, and it was therefore necessary to assume that if these tables
were in other respects accurate, accuracy had been maintained in these particulars.

37." The process following the tabulation was the abstracting. This required
that the totals of the-villages should be made up, first into Pattus and Koralés,
and then into Districts, and then again into Provinces. In the course of this pro-
cess, which was most laborious, and in the comparison of the results which called
for great care, any differences were at once revealed. The adjustment of these
differences required much time and patience. Where one statement differed from
another in any particular in which agreement was necessary, the figures were
tollowed back to the Census schedule until the correct result was obtained, leading

perhaps to corrections in many of the tables, but ultimately establishing complete -

accuracy.

38. In the preparation of the tabular statements which accompany this report

the same process of comparison of results and investigation of differences was con- .

tinued until complete agreement justified the acceptance of the figures as accurate.

39. 1 shall have occasion in a future chapter to write of the expenditure of
time and money incurred in the Census of 1891. Economy in both respects was
gtudied, but it was not forgotten that saving of money and expeditious working

would be dearly purchased at the cost of accuracy.. :

CQUTAIIINLS AN
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CHAPTER IIL

THE AREA OF THE ISLAND AND IT8 DIVISIONS, AND THE DENSITY OF
POPULATION.

Division of the Island into Provinces and Districts : creation of new Provinces and Districts—

* Existing divisions—Increase in number of villagesi—Area of Ceylon: comparison with :
countries in Europe--Ceylon and the Proxinges.of Jrdia compared--“Analysis.of figures-of . 11! 1} e
density of Districts in Ceylon—Variation in the def#ity of Districts-of the same Province— .-+~ |-
Similar variations in the divisions of Districts—Variations of density in the J affna District ;
in the Colombo District ; in the Kandy District ; in the Galle District~Density in the
Municipality of Colombo—Density in other Urban Districts. Villages : their numbers and

population—Density per house.

WHEN the Census of Ceylon was taken in 1881 the Island was divided' Division of the
into seven Provinces, containing, witk~the~tetritory attiched to the- Colombo - Jsland inte
Municipality, twenty-two Districts and 12,439 villages. In February, 1886, the -
District of Badulla, which had hitherto formed part of the Central Province, was
created a new Province, designated the Province of Uvaj and in January, 1889,
the Districts of Ratnapura and K¢galla, making part of the Western Province, were
formed into a Province with the title of the:Province of Sabaragamuwa., In
November, 1887, the Puttalam District of the North-Western Province was divided,

making the Puttalam and Chilaw Districts,

9. The Island is now divided into nine Provinces and twenty-three Districts, -
containing 13,088 villages. ‘ d

3. It will be observed that the number of villages has increased by 649 in
the decade. In the Galle District of the Southern Province the number has risen -
from 497 to 779. This increase is not attributable to the formation and settling of
new villages, but to the making into distinct villages of hamlets which had been
portions of larger villages and been included in them. In the same way, in the
Central Province the number of villages in the Kandy District increased from - ’
724 to 945, and in the Nuwara Eliya District from 263 to 347. In the North-
Central Province and in the Vavuniya District of the Northern Province villages
have been abandoned, and new villages made without material alteration of the
number of villages remaining. These movements of the people are induced either
by the search for water for purposes ofscultivation or by the superstition which
directs the abandonment of a village in which some disease-bearing devil has
established himself, and given warning of his presence by the occurrence of deaths.
This cause has also led to the abandonment of villages in the Matalé District of the .
Central Province. ’ )

4. Ceylon is computed to have an area of 25,333 square miles, or 32 square  Area bf Ceylon. °
miles less than was ascertained by computation in 188l. In extent it is rather Com reon with -
larger than Greece, and contains about half the area of England. In the numbers -%?;%_mes @
of its population it most nearly approaches Switzerland, but as to density of - )
population it considerably exceeds both Spain. and Greece. The accompanying
table shows for purposes of comparison the area, population, and density of the
principal countries of Europe and of Ceylon :— . . '

/p,Té.ble showing the Area, Population, and-'Dénsity of Countries in Europe an:dv ‘
-~ @ i

“of Ceylon. —
V '-y o = g‘ ’
Area in English =~ =8 Density per
Countries. *, square miles. Population. . square mile.
Russia in Europe ... / 2,095,504 95,870,810 45
Russia in Asia . & 6,564,778 e 17,483,839 2 .
Austria .. 3 115903 23,895,833 . 206
Hungary <4 125,039 17,180,971 137
German Empire 5 211,168 48,512,000 2297
France ¢ 204,023 38,480,000 188+6
Spain 7 197,670 17,550,246 88
Italy ¢ 114,410 30,947,306 e 27049
Portugal 9 34,038 4,708,178 1383
Greece ro 25,041 2,187,208 . . 87
Switzerland o 15,892 - 2,940,663 185
Belgium 7o 11,373 v 6,093,798 .. 535
Prussia 12 136,073 29,416,450 216 |
Denmark o 14,124 o . 2,151,000 152
Netherlands 15 12,648 oo 4,548,596 3596
Saxony (& 5856 3,182,003 543
England /7 50,823 27,482,104 o 5407
Wales g 7,363 ... 1,518,914 206-3
Scotjand v T 4g 80417 v ~ 4,033,103 132:6
Ireland . e 20 32,683 e 4,706,162 o 144:4
Ceylon 2125;333 we - 3,007,789 19 o
90—92 ‘ . " :
- . . /‘ ]
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Coylon and| the "5. To enable a comparison to'be instituted between Ceylon and the Provinces f
Provinoes ¢f of India, the accompanying statement will be found useful, giving the areas, 3
&

India mm]mefi' . density of population, number of villages and houses to the square mile, and

- number of persons to a house. It will be observed that the population in Upper

" Burmah is not more thickly packed than in the Fastern Province of Ceylon, while

~in Oudh the density is lower than that of the Western Proyince, which, however,
it most nearly approaches :— ) .

TR

[

Statement showing the Area, Villages, Houses, and Population in India according to the@)
) . Ny

‘ b
N : & Census of 1891, t
f ~ Average Number of ) 4
. i s Per- | Vil- | Per- Per- i b
Provinces. Areaulxlillzg.‘mre’rox;l:gig;:’& | poputation. | sons lages, | sons Hou:es sons
{nhes per |&c., per v&?r s(:)\:ure per pcé S
- N square uare| age 3 C 1¢ .
[ . 2.0 3 l?uh_ sbg [m:g mile. Ié§scs !
Ajmere ... Merwara / 2,711 745 542,358 | 200 271 728 37| 534 :
Assam apd North }Jpshax ) ol 2 49,004 17,160 5,476,833 | 112 35 | 319 23 | 4-89
Bengal British Territory ... 2 150,639 " m270302) 413} —| = 90 { 528 .
.+ | Feudatory states ...| 4 36,634 . 19,744 3,362,694 92 54| 1700 17| 54 .
Berar D el s ITT8L - 5,826 2897.491 | 164 | 331 47, 331 49 :
Bombay] y British Tetritory «...| & 77,275 21453 | 15,985,270 | 207 | 281 745, 37| 559 _
-+  Feudatory States ...| 7 69,045 15453 | 8059208 | 117 | 22| sz, 234 SO0 .
Sindh {Bntlsh erritory .| o 47,852 3750 | 2,871,774 ) 60| U8 766 | 111 557 o
. *** | Feudatory States ... (Included in| Bombay Feuldatoriels) ) E
Burma Lower | G 87,957 17,788 | 4658627 83| 2 262 | 10| 536
~]Upper | o 83473 | 10981 2946933 | 35| 13| 208 715831 .
Central] British Territory ... ~,; 86,501 33,827 10,784,287 125 391 319 25| 499 -
Provinces | Feudatory States ...| = 29,435 10984 | 2160511 73] 37} 197 14! 528 ‘
Coorg- Sl i3 1588 507 173055 | 109 | 32| 341| 17} 648 ,
Madras| - British Territory ...| s 141,193 56,057 | 35,630,440 | 252 | -4 626 | 47| 531 ;
« | Feudatory States ... .5 9,609 1306 | 3700622 | 385 | -14|283¢1 T8 509 ;
North-West {Bntmh erritory ... , > 82,847 | - 81,857 34252271 | 413 | 99| 418 2| 516 .
Provinces | Feudatory States ...| ;7 — 2318 |, 7924911 — — 342 | .| 59
Oudh ] ) 24,685 oa'375 | 12,050,831 | 513 | 99| 2191 93} 25 ,
Punja ;Bntmh Territory ... 9 110,667 - 34842 1 20,866,847 | 189 31 | 599 29 | 655 . -
> »++ } Feudatory States ..| .’ 38,299 20115 | 4263280 | 111} -531 2124 ° 19 597 .
Britislf Quetta B : 2 271270 | — — 13635} — 6 i
Beluchistan ¢ Beluchistan wl 22, — — v 1454171 — - = - - '
" Baroda e 23 8,226 3,043 2,415,396 | 294 37| 794 66 | 448
Central India ol 24 75,230 32471 10,314,787 | 137 43 | 318 26| 526
Cochin [ (Included in | Madras Feud|atories)) Y U
i Feudatory Hyderabad - . 25 82,698 920,087 | 11,537,040 140 | 24| 574 28| 6506
’ States Kashmir . 2L 80,900 - 8,319 2,543,952 31 ‘1 306 - 6| 568 "
I Mysore .| 277 28,082 16,883 4,943,604 | 176 6 .| 293 32 | 553
; Rajputana - ..|2¢ 131,692 30423 | 12016002 | 91| 231 395 | 1T 552
| Travancore (Included in | Madras Feud]atories|) - _ P
Total ... 7_«\1,553,925 491,216 287,289,783 185 35 | 440 34| 543
4 ‘Ceylop . | 20 25,333 | 13,0882 3,007,789 | 119 52 | 229 21 56 X
» i ) -t / T
‘ Inclnd.@g Colombo: P . \
é’mllsisfd 6. Leaving that comparison of Ceylon with other countries which was '/
dg:;i";,"of necessary to fix -its position, I proceed to an analysis of the figures affecting the
Districts in *various divisions of the Island. J
Ceylqn. «.. . . The Western Province, ‘in which is included Colombo, having the smallest

tion being deducted it still maintains this position. Next to it in order of population,
but not of area, comes the Southern Province; butits average density ig (liminished ©,
| by the large area of sparsely populated country in the Hambantota District which
is included in it. The Central Province comes third in thie numbers of its people -
‘ _ (of whom a very considerable portion are strangers), but since the Badulla District
.o i : e | , went to form the new Province of Uva its area is8 hardly greater than that- of the
' ‘ e | - Southern Province. The N’prth-Western Province has twice the area of the Western |
e | with less than half its people, and contains in the Puttalam District large tracts of
almost unpopulated 'waste: . The Northern Province has a larger area than the
North-Western, but a smaller population, for although the northern divisions of the
peninsula contain 8. large number of people densely packed, the southern portion ~
of the Province, with more than three-fourths of the entire area, has hardly more .
than one-tenth of the whole population. Next to the Northern Province as to
( . numbersisthe new Provinde of Sabaragamuwa, made up of the two Districts of the
Western Province which possessed Kandyan traditions, and are governed by Kandyan-
“ " law, and were in the old days a part of the Kandyan Provinces. As will be seen
‘ . 1. hereafter, there are portions of this Province in which thore is a thick populdtion, .
.+ . while in other portions villages and people are few and far distant. The Province of
.. Uva, which was till lately the Badulla District of the Central Province, has the next
. place in population, but in area it surpasses all the Provinces already mentioned
.+ save the Northern. -First in extent of territory, the Fastern Province is last but one

[ T 1

area, has the highest popula.tibfﬁ"ﬁ‘ﬁ&'th’e greatest density. The metropolitun popula- .. -
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in the number of inhabitants; but the North-Central Province, Which"é.‘h‘:ﬁo'éf o
" . equals it in area, has little more than half its number of people. : _— :
Villﬁg%' - Phreons | Houses Persons Pgrégin‘si:‘- N
" . per square ' per per square S per 4 - - per :
»] ﬂ y mile. / Village>  mile.3 House, |- F:amily.s
Y, Ceylon | 52 .. 220 o210 . .56 .. 34
Western Province 2 111 w478 L. 97T 55 .. B4
e Sabaragamuwa e 2 12 .. 187 . 23 520 .. b1°
: North-Western Province ... 4 12 8 . 23 4-6 46
* Central Province e 5 1T . 287 L 9 4:7° o460
¥ : Province of Uva . 28 .. 182 L 63 6119 14-8° R
North-Central Province .. 7 ‘27 .. 69 .. 45 41 41 i
Northern Province . g 23 .. 45 Lo 172 .. 55 . &7
Eastern Province .9 1 wo o 388, ... 77 .. 54 ceer B2 )
43 I Southern Province . o T8 --31#.,“ oo 4D L 51 W 0L e

* The Estates populatio:yxgluded from the calculations.
~ [l

7. 1f the people of Ceyldn wer! equa.lly distributed over; its area, there would Variation in the

be 119 persons on every square mile, but not only do the Provinces vary from 532 | density of ~
in the Western to 19 in the North-Central Province, divisions of the same Province /f/ A
( kly? present even larger differences. Thus,in the Northern Province the Jaffna District -
1\  has a density of 341 to the squareanileysbutthe Vavuniyaand Mullaittiva Distrigts. e .
have but 8. In the Southern Province Matara District has a density of 369, and
Hambantota only 88. In the North-Western Province the Chilaw District has /
nearly double the population to the acre that Kurunégala possesses, which again
has more than four times the number of Puttalam. In the Western Province the

+ Colombo-District (excluding the metropolig) has twice the numbers to the mile :
which Kalutgra has, and in the Central Province Kandy has 295 to Matalé’s 83. \
N

Distriots of the
same Province!

/ . L Villages per  Persons per  Houses per Persons per Persons per ‘
," ) ~ « sfuare mile. Village. square mile. House. Family. '
/ Western Province. , ! 2 3 T S )
) Colombo Municipality .,/ —  won = o 2570 . 52 . b1
Colombo District v 213 .. 430 .. 102 .. &7 55
. Negombo do. o3 15 . 354 .. 100 .. 53 . 52
¥ : Kalutara do. 4 76 .. 382 .. M .. B4 .. B4
Province of Saburagamuwa. ' ) " o . _ ,L,_&]
. Ratnapura District .5 38 ,.. 22 ... 16 .. BB% .. 0 49% 2
‘ Kégalla do. b 14 0 169 . 38 L. . 53° .. B2° L
North- Western Province. P - ' ; g ' . ,”] /] .
Kurunégala District U I AR /- S 98 .. 45 .. 45 N S .
J PuttalJam-  do. .8 32 L. 94 . 7 .. 41 L 41 { f ' (» /:
Chilaw do. g1 e §29 [ a7 .. b1 .. 51 ¢ "
Central Province. . ’ ] ) C . ' /’y 4 '
- Kandy District w10 9Tt 305 . 39 .. 49° .. @ 48
] Mitalé do. e 1t B2 L. 187 15 44° ... 43° . ' : s 2
- Nuwara Eliya District ... ;288 . 313 . - 26 .. 410 .. 41° /__4
Northern Protince. .. . ' .
- Jaffna  District e 13729 L. L1730 L 597 .. BT w47 \ L
Mannir  do. e 1 37 L 1200 L 95 .. 47 .. 43
Mullaittivu do. o ;508 ... 98 . 18 ..o 43 .. 43
a8 Vavuniya do. - v b 2 32 = 19 l 4 w4
he Eastern Province. oL f .
Batticaloa District D1 .. 4100 .. 8 0 .. B3 .. B3
28t Trincomalee do. e (g 09 Lo 224 . 39 .. 56 .. 46 Ly
- Southern Prdsine . 108
n, outhern Province. ‘
ed Galle District wig 12 L 7286 .. 67°5 5 4-8
¢ch Mitara do. o 2¢ 8 .. 461 706 52 52
le Hambantota District e 21739 ... 223 176 5 49
ict * The Estates population is excluded from the calculations.
he .
3rn 8. But these variations, great though they are, are not restricted to the popu-| Similar
, of lations of the Districts which go to make up a Province. The divisions into which, | variations in the
the for purposes of administration, these Districts are themselves divided frequently %Yl:;im;: of
the show as large differences existing in smaller areas. _ igbricts.
ll:l% o . 9. In the Jaffna District of the Nprthern Province the Jaffna division gives| Variations of
s 10 a population to the square mile of 2,334 persons, which, if the large vacant areas g:lét:tynlnttpe o
the made up of the fort, esplanade, and patk were excluded, would be greatly increased, a District.
yan but in the Karachi division of the same District the population ig so low as 13 to :
con " the mile. Two divisions of Valikimam have over 1,100 each, but Vadamarachi| .
) . . N
ion, has only 118. These differences are found in an area of 819 square miles. _ : v
e of In the Colombo District the density varies from 1,097 in the Salpiti kéralé| ~In the Colomboe
hext to 313 in the Héwdgam koralé ; while in the Kalutara District, the Totamune, District. :
med which is a narrow strip bordering the sea, has 1,580 to the 340 of the Rayigam
L One and the 91 of the Pasdun Kéralés which bound it on the east. o
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%‘_ tt.l;-ie fandr ) In the Kandy District, Hérispattu;- a non-urban division, has 581 persons to the
istrict. mile, while neighbouring districts fall to 80 and 44.
})n_ the Galle In the Galle District of the Southern Province the 657 of the Wellaboda pattu
: A istrict, falls to 9200 in the adjoining Gangaboda pattu, both being non-urban districts.
In Mitara there are but 86 to the square mile in the hilly district of the Morawak
> : kéralé, while in the flat and rich Wellaboda pattn the rate is 739.
/ N / Examination of the accompanying tables will show the existence elsewhere
g W }’ of variations equally striking :— - Z :
[} o, / 4 e
. [Exclusive of Est@s.] N\
Houses Population/ /L Houses Pbpulntnon” v
per square per &q per squUATe Per sqUarc.
mile. mile, mile. mile.
WESTERN PROVINCE. . (/$ . Matalé District. ¥ 2.
) . : |/ Matalé East ... W9 .. 37 .
Colombo District, ' 2—A Do. North 210 L. 43
Alutktru Kéralé South .../ 147 .. 812 Do. South JUUE--  REORR ()
. - Héwigam Kéralé .2 BT .. 813
Salpiti Kéralé 3189 ... 1,097
Siyané Kéralé i 93 .. 520 Nuwara Eliya District. .
Kotmalé W 2 . 9
Negombo District. %(,zﬁaﬂ:xzéhgw e ;;l lgz
Alutkéru Kéralé North ...2101 ...~ 530 P o
. Hipitigam Kéralé 663 .. 334
. ‘ Province oF Uva.
Kalutara District. . Bintenna ... e 4 925
Totamune ... we] 299 .. 1,680 Buttala e B L. 21
Pastgun Kéralé w3 ég ’33(1) %Vgllggya . 2‘11-7 16{;-5.
. . dakinda ... e :
‘ Rayigam Kéralé 9 ‘ Wellassa v on o 5 . 33
o : Viyaluwa .. e 213 . 82
L : PROVINCE OF SABARA- Yatakinda ... w18 L 113
GAMUWA. _ , ,
- Ratnapura District. NORTH-CENTRAL
iy " Atakalap Kéralé 1019 .. 94 PROVINCE.
3 _ Kadawatu Kéralé e M {? gg Nuwaragampalata A5 L 21
. Kolonn4 Kéralé e 12 Huralupaldt 158 2
H Kukulu Kéralé i35 o 28 uru upa 44 . 2o
, o 9 110 Kelegampalita w1613 L. B2
: Kuruwiti Kéralé et 21 e T kad Divisi o1 =
Meda Kéralé 515 .. 76 amankaduwa Division ... §7 b
~ Nawadun Kéralé 152 .. 115 : o
Cy ' NorTHERN PROVINGE.
R o Kégalla District. ‘ Jaffna District. : A
S Beligal K6ralé 188 .. 211 | JaffnaDivision ;g .. 370 .23 .
i Galboda Kéralé o7l oo 352 | ValkhmomEsst g .. O .. 82800
i b Parapaktru Kéralé ... 1783 .. 439 Do. North -~% .. 176 ..1,100
I ' Kinigoda Kéralé .27 .. 369 Do. West - .. 208 .. 1,108
e ' Three Kéralés .22l .. 115 Vadamarachi East —- .. 24 .. 118
4l Lower Bulatgama o2l o T Do. West . .. 128 .. 834 *
1 i Tenmaradchi e 920 4T
W Pachilapalai 12 61"
b . NorTH-WESTERN : A Karachi e &t 3 . 13
: PROVINCE. | Punakari . 4 21

Kurunégala District. The Islands ... - "t g2 .. 405

Dambadeniya. Hatpattu 2346 . ... 235 .

Lo Dewamedi Hatpattu ~ «..29 42 .. 11 Mannar District. .

N . Hiriyals Hatpsttn 2519 .. 76 | MannirTsnd 2% .- 41 .. 220

‘ L. . Katugampola Hatpattu b2 ... 132 MAntai 5 5 . 22
a . - R Wanni Hatg.:tu‘ w2113 . 65 Nénaddan ... e T 34

. : ‘ Wéudawili Hatpattu 2 O BLIFITT21I8Y :

41 . : : o Muylluittive District.

i b Puttalam District. ‘ Karikadumulai 12 .. 3 .. 14

A Demala Hatpattu 294 .. 16 Mulliyavalai ... 25 s 3 e 12

." Kalpitiya Division 20 6 ... 22 Tunukkai ... PETRTOR L B 15
Puttalam Division w314 56 T o

RN : : “ “ ’ : . C i y Vavuniya District.
bk 1 I Chilaw District. U Kilakkumulai 3 .. 3B 14
o Pitigal Koéralé North I | S Chinnacheddikulam 2% ... 2 10
‘ Pitigal Kéralé South w3378 .. 371 Melpattu .. 27 . 2 5
b ’ . Panankamam ... S ) 2
!. CENTEAL PROVINCE. :
‘ Kandy District. ' _ EasterN PROVINCE.
Hari; attu Y 1'25' o ‘.| " 581 Batticaloa District.
I . ~ Pata Dumbara ez 66 ... 309 Manmunai ... w26 .. 138
L L " ‘Pata Héwéheta winh 52 L 243 Bintenna ... vezel e B
S : K 1 - Tumpane ‘1.a7 52 .- 246 Chammanturai and Nadu-' -
L. tre o |Uda Bulatgama - . kadu Woi35 .. 23
. BT ) Uda Dumbara, | Eravur, Rukam, Koralai ... 47 6 .. 30
o : o . Udunuwara | Eruvil, Porativu, Karaivakw<23 ... 118
BRI J " Udapaléta Nintavur and Akarai 23 L. 128
C - Yatinuwara b Péinawa VRO SO | BN
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siderably higher rate. The Pettah Ward, with 12 houses to the acre, has more
than 7 persons to each house; while St. Sebastian, St. Paul’s, and New Bazaar,

with 13, 24, and 11 houses, have populations of 68, 114, and 50 to the.acre. .
These divisions are for the most partinabitéd now by workmen and day labourers, -

whose avocations in connection with the Harbour and the Shipping require attend-
ance early in the morning and to late hours at night. The Fort Ward covers a small-
area, and few of the houses, which are principally offices and places of business,
are inhabited at night. The numbers are made up of the residents in the hotels
and of the workmen employed in the Harbour. The Slave Island Ward contains
a large population, and so much of the area is empty that the actual density is
considerably higher than is shown by the figures, The Kollupitiya and Maradana
Wards cover a considerable area, where are found the dwellings, generally at some
distance from each other, of the wealthiér classes. These wards are not thickly
populated, but a large population which was found in 1881 and eatlier years in the
old-fashioned houses in the Pettah has sought healthier abodes in Maraddna and
Kollupitiya. The Kotalréna Ward is in parts thickly populated, principally by
fishermen, but there are large open spaces.

11. Of the “outstation” towns, Mdtalé and Puttalam, both having a very small
area, have a high density of population, while the lowest is reached by Nuwara
Eliya, which covers a considerable extent, but is very thinly populated, although
when the Census was taken it held a not inconsiderable proportion of the European
women and children of the low-country. The "following figures give the ares,
number of houses, and population of the towns under the government of Munici-

. palities and Local Boards, with the exception of Trincomalee :—-

o 2 3
))/ B . Areain ' Houses per Persons per
: . Acre, Acre. | Acre.
Colombo. Municipality « | 6047 4 21
g . [Fort ez 2200 L 4 . 7
£ > | Pettah . 3 92 124 86
S5 | St. Sebastian ey 116 . 135 . ... 0 88
2.2 | St..Paul's .5 143 ... 239 ... 114
ﬁ.g { Kotahéna v b 1649 31 17
% 5 | New Bazaar . w7 289 .. 107 .. 50
22 | Maradina g 1207 L 35 .. 18
L &g |Slave Island w313 .. 92 .. 43
= | Kollupitiya ..._'01928 12 7

7 4
Kalutara " . 21067 1:7 . 10
Ratnapura " .. 21326 4 3
Kurunégala , e g 960 1 5
Puttalam “ .. 5 320 34 15
Chilaw " . & 480 14 8"
Kandy Municipality e 7 4400 -8 il
M:talé Local Board w. § 160 58 26
4 Nuwara Eliya . ... 93120 16 1
Badulla ” ... 101120 7. 4
Batticaloa " ... 1} 800 1-7 9
Galle Municipality . 123840 1-5 q
Mitara Local Board Cane w 13960 16 0

12. T have already observed upon the increase in the number of villages.
An analysis of the accompanying statement shows that of the total number of
villages in the Island 30 per cent. had a population under 50 persons and 81 per
cent. less than 300 inhabitants. In only 7 per cent. did the population exceed
500 persons. Of the total number of villages having over 1,000 inhabitants, Jaffna
had 100, Colombo 43, Mdtara 41, Kalutara 29, and Batticaloa 26 each. Of villages
of over 3,000 inhabitants, Jaffna had 21, Batticaloa 7, Mdtara 3, and Colombo 1.
The Kurunégala District has the largest number of small villages, nearly one-half
of the total number having a population of under 50 persons. '

/»"/)/ Negombo Local Board ... e 14640 .. T .. ' @

?’ = |
| /\/ CENSUS OF’ 1891 e v
Houses Population : a © Houses Population " | A
per square per square . . " per square per square, : P
mile, mile. . ' . mile. " mile.
auT rincomalee District. 39 g‘ . Matara District. Co ‘ 2.
Kaddukulam ... A _ : \ . -
, . Foir Gravets of Matara ..,45348 ©...1,903
L' e wh48 3| Wellsboda Pattn Tiiss 739
oggiyar - s Weligam Kéralé - ..q580 ... 418
SouTHERN PROVINCE. Morawak Kéralé g 18 86 - .
Glalle District. Kandaboda Pattu - w2665 ... 319 . {)
Pour Gravets and Akmi- Gangaboda Pattu WSt 77 .. 393 l?‘ -
mana B4 lig ;ég o . ; : . ) )
Gangaboda ... 7,80 - gy | Hambantota District. |
Talpé wof 97 .. 467 | Mégam Lo SR & I IS L ,
Bentota-Walallgwiti .5z 50 ... 253—..-Gisawa Bast s - S OBNT v B | gy
Hinidom .. . g7 . 34 o West... W GHBT i BBE | e .
10. In the chief town of the Island there is an average density of 4 houses gﬂﬁS_ity ‘illl, f»hef
and 21 persons to the acre, but there are portions of the city which show a con- Yanioipality o}

Density in other
nrban districts.

¢

Villages : their
numbers and
population.
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Name of Djstrict. \ 1881 \ 1891 \1891 1891|1891(1891(1891]1891(1891{189141891(1891)1891 1491]1891/189111891]1881
Colombo ) .| 18| 742 | 15 7 14F 117 108| 72| 72| 4q 29| 20 12 31 4 20 5 1
Negombo 2 .| 388 | 3715| 29 Gy 88 o5l 46| 23 14 1 8| o 7 18 W—)— 1
Kalutara 2 .| 470 | 480 | 29| 00 120 101 45| 42| 23| 1} B 18 7 1w Y 4 1 1
Ratnapura | 2 -.| 448 | 489 117 og| 127 56| 33 18 12| 1} 5 3 2 7o =] 1
Kégalla 5 l g92 | 890 | 169| 229] 298| 122 35| 24 2 =1 3 1—| 1y Yy—|—|~
Kurunégals .| 3151 | 3051 1a65| 870, 540 122 28| 9 3 | Y— |~ || - =1 1
Puttalam 7 .| 275 | 287|148 g1 38 11 8 1 Y—f—l—)— l={=1—=1 1
Chilaw g | 8| 276 84 a1l 51 32 21| 18| 5 U 47 6 3 3—|—1 1
Kandy § .| 724 945 140 010! 284 175| 77| 28| 10/ & 3 1 1 3l —|—1 2 1
Matalé ol 294 | 488 | 149 125 127 sel 17 9 3 H—I|—|-|\—l1-lZ|" 1
Nuwars Eliya ) .| 263 347101 101 91| 36| 9 8 —| H—\—4 ! §—=1—1 Y-
Badulla g | 835 875241 218 218 .95 58 81 10 7 2 1} - = —=1—1 1
Nuwarakaliwiyhy ...| 1064 | 1094 | 534 336 2830 A =) =1 === e Tl 2
Jaffna 5 | 240 938 | 21| 10| 14 17| 14 14 13 14k 12| 4| 8| 35 18 15 114 21
Mannir e | 199 204 g0l 52 24 8 3 y-|—f—{ U~ 3l 1j—|—1| 1
Mullaittivp ¢ 74 75 | 49 9{ 100 1 1 11— 1 Yy - fi—l—1=1|
Vavuniya |7 | 203 | 263 otol 38| 8 —|—| Y= —=X—=d—0"dTd S [
Batticaloa g | 298| 299 go| 61| 59 19| 14/ 13| 6 104 3 4 4 122 3 3 1} 7
Trincomalee ‘,q ") “gg | 115 | 58 23 121 10 4 s q eh—|—| y—=] Yy—={— !
Galle Li..| 497 779 121|110 192 95| 88| 56| +35| 15} 13 6 s 100 3 —j—1 1
Métara’ 55..| 43| 385 28 51| so| 59| 26| 27| 20 16 20 6 "l 2 7 5 2 "3
Hambantdta a9...| 385 | 400 70 T8 82 sel 45| 44 18] 3 —| ¢ —| 3 U~ 1| — -
12438 1130870(3990i2917(280711276| 675 433| 259| 166) 109 81| 59 166 50| 30 25| 44 -

17 O ' * Excluding Colombo City.
Density pgr " 13. The population of Ceylon distributed amongst the occupied houses would
house. give 56 persons to every ten houses, or 56 persons to each house. But this rate of -

distribution is not maintained uniformly throughout the Island.
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CHAPTER III | e
THE PROGRESS OF THE POPULATION. B

L
Population of Ceylon—Observations on the Census of 1871—The Census of 1881—Difficultie
of 1871 absent in 1881—Cause of increase in 1881—The increase in each race in 1871 an
1881 compared —Increase in the Tamil and Moor population—Effect of immigration—
Arrivals and departures of immigrants-—Europeans-:Burghers;and Eurasians—Sighalesp
— Malays — Veddahs — Others " — Western Province — Municipality of: Colombo—
Colombo District—Negombo District —~Kalutara District—Province of Sabaragamuwa-r
Ratnapura District—K¢galla District— North-Western Province— Kurunégala District+
v Puttalam District—Chilaw District-—Cei;dc'p] ,Pr;ovihce—fEﬁe%'ts of immigration—Small,, .-, D _ _
increase in the Siphalese—Inference from the fall in the.ratio of males to females—Kandy ™ IR
District— Mitalé District—Nuwara Eliya District--Province of Uva [Badulla of 1881]— H
North-Central Province — Northern Province — Jaffna District — Mannér District— - ' i
Mullaittiva District — Vavuniya District - Eastern Province — Batticaloa District- '
Trincomalee District—Southern Province—Galle District—Métara District—Hambantots
District—Necessity of alteration in method of tabulation of vital statistics.

THE population of Ceyloﬁ?"-%‘x‘ﬁﬁ"‘on ‘the 17th February, 1881, numberefl . .Population of ' I8
2,759,738 persons, consisted on the 26th February, 1891, of 3,007,789 persons, Ceylon. .
showing an increase of 248,051 persons, and of 9 per cent. in the decade. The rate : i
of increase in the previous decade, 14:9 per cent., was 80 considerably higher that
the results of the Census of 1891 have caused some disappointment. o

9. Before coming to an analysis of the figures it is necessary that I should
point out that the Census of 1871 was the first numbering of the people in a periofi
of forty years. The operation was & novel one, and was accompanied by all the
difficulties which attend such operations in the East. The State is never creditef]
with benevolent or even harmless intentions. In every new inquiry i8 found [z
design to impose a tax or to exact a service. Such suspicions were prevalent in
1871 in Ceylon,and to them were added sinister rumours, which tended to unsettle
the people and to arouse a spirit of objection. Added to this want of co-operatiox
on the part of those to be numbered was the general ignorance of methods. No
officer of the highest or the lowest rank had had any previous practical experieng
of a Census-taking,and things could not work as smoothly as if the machinery had
. been already tested and found to be well fitted.

. 3. In 1881, on the other hand,a large number of the Government Agents an
Agsistant Government Agents, upon whom devolves in every Census-taking the
making, in harmony with one general design, of the arrangements for the actus
enumeration, had had the experience of 1871, and a considerable proportion of t.
persons employed a8 enumerators had been so employed before. There was, therp
fore, knowledge in place of the ignorance of 1871. There was algo an absence of
those fears and suspicions which were rife ten years previously. In 1881 the
people viewed the undertaking with indifference. They looked upon it as one of
the eccentricities of a Western form of Government, and were rather anxious than
otherwise that their schedules should be accurately filled up, fearing that, if they
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Observations on
. the Census of
1871,

4 The Census of ~
1881. .

‘were inaccurate, they might in some litigation in the future speak against them. .
Difficulties of %

4. The conditions, therefore, under which the Census of 1871 was taken wefe . ;
calculated to diminish the chances of its accuracy, while in 1881 none of thepe }g’g} absent in
conditions was present, and it may therefore be fairly argued that the high rate pf :
increase in 1881 is in some degree accounted for by the reasonable assumption that g 8
the figures of 1871 do not correctly represent the population at that time.
. 5. However this may be, an examination of the figures shows that there was
another factor which contributed largely to the increase in 1881 which has begn
absent in 1891.

6. The following statement shows what was the increase in numbers of the The increase in
races of the population in 1881 as compared with 1871, and in 1891 as compared mhlg;(ie in 1871

Cause of increase
in 1881.

uith 1881 = | 1871 and 1881.2 O redite mpared.
JL Males. Females, Perstns. of Incregs | ‘
Total Population ... | 189,424 .. 169984 .. 353368 .. 149 [° : ,
2. Europeans 2993 e B84 ... 1577 .. 485 -
Burghers "3 110 e 1360 .. 2561, .. 166 '
Sighalese " 94029 .. 88126 .. 182185, .. 109
Tamils % 70832 .. 69602 .. 149434 .. 208
Moors v 9% .. 8881 .. 20813 .. 127
Moors 4 Malays o 7 1544 . 1286 .. 2630 .. 131 , 3
Veddahs S T T 89 .. 198 .. 98 o
: 1881 and 1891. ' :
" Dotal Population | 123828 .. 126228 .. 28051 .. 9 )
Furopeans 2 = B o s .. =32 & .
- Burghers 3 g1 . 1ms L. 3345 .. 187 N~
Sighalese D 0o Lo emmss L 194sed .. 102 ,
Tamils 4k lses .. 20980 i 36605 .. 53
Moors > Tsaee . 78 . (12 .. 68
Malays T % a0 .. 598 .. 1238 .. 139
Veddahs L3 s o —4Ta L =999 L. — M8
Others % Tem L %l . 852 .. 114
. ' [The minus sign signifies decrease. ]
9 i
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Tamil and Moor
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Effect of
immigration.

Arrivals and
departures of
immigrants.

The Europeans.

The Burghers
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The Sighalesd.
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« Others.”|.
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7. Tt will be at once observed that while the Tamil population increased by
149,434 persons and nearly 28 per cent. between 1871 and 1881, the rate of increase
between 1881 and 1891 was little over D per cent. - In the same way, the Moorman
population, which increased by 20,813 persons and nearly 13 per cent. in the first
detade, added something less than 7 per cent. and 12,624 persons to its numbers
in the second. .

8. These two nationalities are those to which immigration contributes most
largely ; and the immigration returns show that it is to that source that the abnor-
mal increase of population between 1871 and 1881 is to be attributed. In the
decade from 1871 to 1880 theve were 1,022,338 arrivals and 821,332 departures of
Indian immigrants, adding to the population 901,006 persors. In the ten years.
from 1881 to 1890 the arrivals had fallen to 574,952 and the departures to 520,409,
and the addition to the population was 54,543, or little more than one-fourth of the
pumber in the previous decade. Had the flow of immigrants continued. at the:
game rate in the gecond as in the first decade, the ratio of increase in the population
would have been fully maintained, and it is to the decrease in the number of

_ immigrants that the loss is due.

9. The Buropean population, which increased by 1,577 persons between 1871

"and 1881, decreased by 158 between 1881 and 1891, the decrease being entirely in
. the male population, there having been anrtincrease of 42 in the number of women..

The speculations which distinguished the middle of the first of the two decades

led to an influx of Europeans whom the destruction of coffee drove away. The:

increase in the number of European women bears testimony to greater facilities
for travel and to the presence, at least in a moderate degree, of those luxuries.
which are necessities of modern female life.

10. In the Burgher population are included the descendants of the Portuguese
and Dutch colonists, a8 well as Eurasians and “half-castes.” The numbers of this
class are found to have increased in both decades, the increase in the second
decade being more congiderable than in the first. Some, perhaps, have been
excluded from it who might properly bave been included, for it was not uncommon
to find different members of the samneé family claiming different nationalities.
Thus, one brother wrote himself and bis family “ Burgher,” another “ Eurasian,”
and a third described himself as of the European nationality of the ancestor from
whom the family claim descent. The growth in the number of half-caste
children is a feature which promises to present difficulties in the near future.

11. The Siphalese population has jncreased by 105 as compared with 10:9
in the previous decade. 'The increase is not uniformly maintained throughout the
Island, and 1 shall have hereafter to devote some space to an examination of the
figures of each District. The rate of increase has been reduced by 4 per mille,
but it is possible that this is attributable in some degree at least to the possibly
defective enumeration in 1871, to which I have already adverted. :

increase, but as the Malays and ¢ Others " were combined in 1871 the difference i
the rates of increase in the two decades cannot be ascertained.

13. The Veddahs appear to have decreased, but on inquiry 1have ascertained
that these people have generally put themselves down a8 Mamil or Sinhalese,.
according to the language spoken by them. In the Trincomalee District the
Assistant Government Agent did not take them separately, as he looks upon the
term ¢ Vcddah ™ as indicating a caste. There seems reason to believe that there are

" very few loft of the true Veddahs, the real wild men of the woods. They have

dually settled down to agricultural habits and intermarried with the villagers.
Any attempt to census the true Veddahs would probably be as ineffectual as an

_-endeavour to number the monkezs or the elephants.

2STTITYLTT SR

previous classes. Their numbers have increased, but they do not form an impor--
tant item of the population.

15. The population of the Western Province has increased by 91,033 persons,.
or by 13-5 per cent., in the last ten years, while in the previous ten years the rate
of increase was 16-6 per cent. ‘The Districts which contribute to this total are the
Municipality of Colombo, and the Colombo, Negombo, and Kalutara Districts.

the Western Province. In 1881lin every hundred there were 93 Tamils, but in 1891
the proportion 18 found to have fallen to 19. In the period between 1871 and 1881
immigration added 5,293 to the residents of Colombo, but in the subsequent ten
years the numberswere reduced by 1,232 persons. The reduction in the number of
females was nearly 7 per cent. and of males nearly 4 per cent. This decrease is, 1
think, accounted for by the closing of the coffee stores, which gave occupation to
many hundreds of women and girls in the treatment which coffee underwent prior

. to.shipment to Europe. . .Tea reguires no such treatment,and finding their occupa-

tion gone the Tamil women have returned to India. There was also between 1871

. and 1881 a considerable increase in the number of Buropeans and Moormen, but
this increase has not been maintained. The addition to the numbers of these classes:

in the last decade has been small. The increase in the Siyhalese population has been
very large. It has grown from 46,869 persons in 1881 to 59,962 persons in 1891,

[N . LN
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12. The Malay population, which is confined to certain areas, shows a large ‘

14. Amongst the ¢ Others" ‘are reckoned those who are not included in the -

16. The Municipality of Colombo contains nearly one-sixth of the people of’

an increase of 13,093 persons, ?.nd of nearly 28 per cent., a8 compared with 21 per
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cent. in 1881; while, however, in 1881 the mumber of males and females was
almost equal, in 1891 there are in every thousand Siphalese people 520 men.to 480
women, showing that the increase in the Siphalese population is principally
attributable to immigration from other Districts. This population has been

attracted by the fact that Colombo is now the port of call for steamers, and it is

principally to the Galle District that Colombo. owes its immigrant Siphalese.
The increase in the Burghers numbers 22 per cent., and is large, but rather more
than 2 per cent. less than in the previous ten years. Tt is, however, undoubted that

a considerable number of this class have moved to the villages immediately out-.

side the Municipality. and the small difference may be attributed to this cause.

17. In the Colombo District the increase is 14'4 a8 cognpared W.ith;16‘8, but
here again it is found that while between 1871 and 1881 there had been an addition

of 3,746 Tamils, in 1801 the increase was only 934, The .Siphalese population, .
which increased by 35,485 persons and 15 per cent. in the first decade,increased by . = -
38,356 persons and 14 per cent. in the second. i&jﬁ, ig: difficult to account for this: ;5
difference except upon the assumption of the inaccuracy of the Census of 1871. -

The abnormal rate of increase in the Héwigam kéralé in 1881 (2638 per cent.)
appears to justify this assumption. The Burgher population is found to have
increased by 411, but I have already assigned a cause for this in the removal to the
villages immediately adjoining the Municipality of families who used to live in
the town. . ‘

18. In the Negombo District there {55 Fesiitin addition of 15,966 persons to
the population as compared with 18,292 in 1881, but the increase in the earlier
period was greatly attributable to the influx of 4,414 Tamils. The Siphalese popu-
lation has increased by nearly 14 per cent., the rate for the previous decade being
1 per cent. higher. The Hiépitigam kéralé, of which:the population increased by
21:14 per cent. between 1871 and 1881, has increased by 21'6 per cent. This
abnormal rate of increase is probably attributable to immigration from the more
congested district of Alutkdru kéralé immediately adjoining it. The Europeans

have decreased by 1 and the Burghers by 12.

19. In the Kalutara District the increase is 11-3 as comgared with 13:22, but
the Tamil population has increased from 1,938 persons in 1881 to 4,453 persons in
1891. This is directly attributable to the cultivation of tea. The rate of increase
in the Kalutara Local Board and Totamune is low, but is a consequence of emigra-
tion. The Moorman population has increased by only 26 persons, or -2 per cent., a8

compared with 106 per cent. in 1881, resulting from the emigration of adult males..

90. The Province of Sabaragamuwa, made up of the Ratnapura and Kégalla
Districts, forming part in 1881 of the Western Province, has increased its popula-

tion by 32,797 persons, or 14+5 per cent., a8 compared with 143 in the previous.’

decade.

91. In the Ratnapura District, where the increase is only 2 per cent.,the Tamil
population, which in 1881 numbered 9,018 persons (double the number in 1871),
fell to 6,949, a loss of 2,060 persons, or nearly 23 per cent., attributable to the
abandonment of coffee estates and the opening of few tea estates in place of them.

The Siphalese population, which had in 1881 increased by 10 per cent., has in the .

Jast decade increased only by 4'3 per cent. This can only be attributed to the
high rate of infantile mortality which has prevailed so long in this District.
The Registrar-General’s returns for the last four years, which is the period for
which the figures are distributed according to nationalities, show that to every
one hundred births in the Sinhalese population there svere in 1887 91 deaths, in
1888 102 deaths, in 1889 100 deaths, and in 1890 89 deaths. In four years to
400 births there were 382 deaths ! 1 made inquiry as to the foods given to

_infants whose mothers were unable to guckle them. The list was extraordinary,
embracing articles which to ordinary infantile stomachs would be rather poison
than food. One chief attributes nine-tenths of the deaths to want of proper
nutriment, while another says that “the majority of children perish under
auch circumstances.”” It is time that means were found of arresting the infantile
mortality in this District. o

99. In the K¢galla District the population has increased by 30,672 persons,
or 25 per cent., as compared with 139 per cent. in the previous decade. In
1871 there were 5,352 Tamils. In 1881 there were 5,407. In 1891 there were
21,208, or nearly one-seventh of the entire population. The increase in- this
class is entirely due to tea cultivation, and is almost confined to the Three Koéralés
and Lower Bulatgama, extending but little to the Four Koralés. The Siphalese
population shows an increase of 12 per cent. a8 compared with 15 per cent. in the
previous decade. In the Galboda kéralé there is a decrease which 1 am unable to
account for, except on the supposition that the people have emigrated to Three
Kéralés in search of work on the tea estates. 'The increase in the Siphalese popu-
lation of the Four Kéralés in the decade is 74 per cent., and of the Three Koralés
and Lower Bulatgama (the tea district) 26'2 per cent., showing emigration from-
the Four Kéralés. There is a large increase in the numbers of Europeans and
Burghers—most of whom are engaged in tea cultivation. The revolutions effected
during the last twenty years, first by the success of coffee and then by its annihi-
lation, and again by the fortunate introduction of tea, can only be appreciated by
one who has been intimately acquainted with the District for nearly a quarter of &
century. . .
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93. In the North-Western Province (which now consists of the three
Districts of Kurun¢gala, Puttalam, and Chilaw) there has been an addition of
26,743 persons to the population. The increase is 91 per cent. as compared with
625 in the previous period.

24, In the Kurunégala District the increase is 7 per cent., or more than double
the rate (347) between 1871 and 1881 This is shown to have been entirely
in the Sighalese population, which has increased by 15,381 persons and 77 per cent.,
contrasting favourably with the increase of 29 in the earlier decade. The Tamil
population, which is here an immigrant population, has decreased by nearly 16 per
cent. In the Katugampola and Dambadeniya hatpattus the increase is in an
appreciable degree attributable to the immigration of cocoanut planters from the
Negombo and Chilaw’Districts. In the Wanni hatpattu, where the decrease of
655 has been converted into an increase of 69, there has been much attention
given to the system of irrigation by village tanks. The consequence has been a
better food supply, which has arrested the spread of parapgi and made the people
better able to bear the insidious attacks of fever. Inthe Hiriyala, Wéudawili, and
Dewamedi hatpattus the small increase is due to mortality caused by fever, and, 1
fear, to an insufficient food supply.

25. In the Puttalam District the increase is ‘9 per cent. The Demala hat-
pattu, which is a Siphalese division adjoining the Wanni hatpattu of Kurunégala,
shows a small increase, but considerably more than'in the previous decade. The
decrease in the Kalpitiya division is remarkable, and I can only account for it on
the assumption that there has been emigration to the Puttalam division, if the
enumeration is not incorrect. The division is one in which the majority of the
population consists of Moormen, possessed of property, and remarkably prosperous,
and the decrease is not to be attributed to disease or want of food. In the Puttalam
(division .the increase is abnormal, and in the absence of better information I can
only suppose that the Kalpitiya people have emigrated to this, which is the next
division, possessing soil favourable for cocoanut cultivation.

96. The Chilaw District, of which the southern kéralé showed in 1881 an
increase of 23 per cent. and the northern an increase of 10 per cent., has increased
in population in the decade by 222 per cent. - The southern kéralé has continued
to grow, while the northern has doubled its rate of progress. The prosperity of
these two koéralés—of which the southern is one of the richest in the Island—is
attributable to the introduction of capital from the Colombo and Negombo Districts,
and the successful cultivation of cocoanuts. The houses are well built and
commodious, and numerous large schools attest the educational influence of the
Roman Catholic Church. :

27. The population of the Central Province numbered 474,487 persons in
1891 against 473,669 in 1881, there being an increase of 818 persons. In the
previous decade the population increased by 108,110 persons. In my report on
the Census of 1881 I attributed this abnormal increase, exceeding 29 per cent., to
immigration and to defective enumeration in 1871. Of the 108,110 persons added
to the population in 1881, 72,827 were Tamils and 5,253 Moormen. The Sinhalese
increased by 128 per cent., and numbered 243,363 persons against 215,538 at the
Census of 1871. In 1891 the Tamils have decreased by 1,924 persons and the
Moormen by 1,927 persons, while the Siphalese have increased by 5,018 persons, of
whom 4,469 are women and 549 men. The Europeans and “ Others™ have also
fallen in numbers. :

98. The increase in the Tamil and Moorman population between 1871 and
1881 is directly attributable to immigration. The speculation in coffee, which

. reached its climax in the latter part of the decade ending in 1881, caused a rush of

coolies to the Central Province and Uva for the cultivation of new land. When
coffee failed in the sad years from 1881 to 1886 this stream flowed back, and every
year saw the Tamil and Moorman population reduced till 1887, when the success
of tea brought back the tide of immigration, and in every gucceeding year the

; _arrivals have largely exceeded the departures. The immigrant population is not
yet so large as it was in 1881, but st isatitkenormously greater than in 1871. The

Tamils numbered in 1871 117,489 persons, in 1881 190,316 persons, and in 1891
188,392 persons, the increase in 1891 compared with 1871 being 60 per cent.
The Moormen have grown from 24,038 in 1871 to 27,364 in 1891, or nearly 14 per
cent. There has been but a small decrease in the number of immigrant labourers
because tea has taken the place of coffee on the estates.

.29, The Siphalese population, which in the years between 1871 and 1881
increased by nearly 13 per cent.,: in the succeeding decade shows an increase of

© . “little over Z per cent. Defective enumeration in 1871, and a consequent unreal

" increase in 1881, will not account for this small growth, for which a cause is
found in emigration and increased mortality.

30. It will be shown in a succeeding chapter that in the total Siphalese popula-

;tion the number of females always exceeds the males at the age-periods

between 10 and 20 and 20 and 30. In the Central Province (including Uva), on

_ the .contrary, in 1871 and 1881 the ratio of males to females at those ages is much

- higher, while at every age the males greatly exceed the females. In 1891, however,

:" the number of males in the Central Province is found to have greatly fallen, while in

i"- the ages between 10 and 20 the females are in the ascendant, and between 20 and

30 the sexes are nearly equal. , o )
The deduction’ is that in 1871 and 1881 there was an excessive male
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31. Inthe Kandy District of the Central Province the population has been
almost stationary, the increase being only 21 persons. The Siphalese' increased
by 13 per mille against 131 per mille in' the previous decade. The increase in the
Tamils is 2 per mille as compared with: 452 per mille; and in the Moormen a
decrease of 78 against an increase of 216, In Harispattu, Tumpané; Uda Dumbara,
Udunuwara, and Yatinuwara the Sighalese and Tamil population have decreased.
In the other divisions there is an increase, the increase being greatest in Uda
Bulatgama and Udapaldta, where tea has been cultivated toa large extent. In,
Uda Bulatgama the increase in the Siphalese is 33 and in the Tamils 38 per cent.
In Udapalata the Siphalese have increased by 15 per cent. The largest decrease

is in Harispattu, where it reaches nearly 9 per cent. of the Siphalese and more

than 60 per cent. of the Tamils. The Sighalese of this division have emigrated
in large numbers to the North-Western Province. It is noteworthy thatin all the
divisions in which there is a decrease of population the ratio of males to females
in 1891 is much below the ratio in 1881, s} =+ Beet

32. In the Mitalé District coffee has died out, and tea has not taken its
place as in Kandy, so that the immigrant population has gone and has not been
called back. The result is disastrous. The population of the District in 1891 is
hardly larger than in 1871, The increase of 11,456 between 1871 and 1881 has
been reduced by 10,141. In every nai:ionality there is a decrease. The following

/t}me sums up the results :— g :
. DifeTRRED < ™ Dectease

y . in 1881 | - in 1891,
Europeans ] e 53. | . Europeans ... -8 41
Burghers ves 2 4 t° Burghers . ... w9 6
} Siphalese 2 .. 5082 | Sighalese o 111
Tamils ... 5377 | Tamils ..q1 9,081
Moormen g w999 | Moormen eey2 168
Malays and others PR 57 Malays 24
Veddahs . wo. — 2 | " Others iy y 99
: 7 Veddahs w1

Matalé has suffered not only in the entire destruction of its coffee, but in
successive years of drought and failure of crops, and a cause for the decrease in
population may be found as much in bad seasons as in emigration. In 1890 the
Assistant Government Agent reports that the people of Matalé North and. East were
driven for food to * what they could find in the shape of roots and leaves in the
forest.” It is not wonderful that under such conditions there have, in the last three
years, been 237 deaths to 300 births amongst the Sighalese.

33. The Nuwara Eliya District alone of the Central Province continues to
show a satisfactory increase in its population, of which more than 60 per cent.
consists of Tamils. Coffee has not entirely disappeared, while tea flourishes, and
the extension of the railway attracts labourers. In Uda Héwdheta and Walapané
there is a decrease, which is probably accounted for by the absence of the people
on th