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Pillayarpatti

H.E. S. Skandakumar,

High Commissioner for Australia
Sri Lanka High Commission
Canberra, Australia

It was with considerable sadness that I received the news in Canberra
of the demise of my dear friend and Vinayagar Kovil Guru “Mani
Iyer” as I fondly referred to him. Our near 40 year relationship had
both friendship and spiritualism as its foundation and consequently
remained firm over those four decades

He was synonymous in all landmark events in my life and our
family. In addition he was always there to help me reach Lord Pillayar
in troubled and challenging times as well.

To my long serving domestics he had special appeal almost as
a deity.

Early in the new millennium just after I took the Chair at George
Steuarts, [ invited him to accompany me on a pilgrimage to temples
in South India starting from Uchchi Pillayar in Trichy. The one to the
Katpaka Vinayagar Kovil in Pillayarpatti stood out as being special
to us both. I framed two beautiful prints of the Lord duly blessed at
that temple one of which adorned his home and the other takes pride
of place in mine.

We did two such tours. Both were memorable for him and me
as we felt the strong presence of the Lord at all times during those
journeys from one place of worship to another.

On hearing that he was hospitalised I kept in touch with him

on the phone and spoke to him just two days before he passed away,
sadly aware by then that the illness was terminal .
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I said to him “Get well Aiyya because I will be there in January. We
will do our third trip together” .......his voice broke and so did mine!!

I will surely miss him as I am sure will the temple and all those
whom he served so diligently with his infectious smile, winning and
spiritual ways!! It will indeed be quite some time before one can come
to terms with the reality that the generous and genial profile will no
longer be seated with that smile, on the side step leading to the sacred
platform of the Kovil, during the less crowded hours of the Temple.

God called time on his life, as he inevitably will on each of ours
but His memory will remain etched in all our hearts.

He is now deservedly at peaceful rest with the Lord he served so
faithfully over a lifetime.

My thoughts and prayers are with his grieving family.

Blessings

S. Skandakumar
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