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“Qur nation faces the biggest crisis in its history
the like of which it will not face in the future”. This
pathetic lament by & senior member of President
Premadasa’s Cabinet, Mr. Gamini Dissanayake, as
reported in the Sri Lankan Government-owned
Sunday Observer, sums up the currentsituationin
Sri Lanka.

But then how did it come about? Who were re-
sponsible for it? Mr. Dissanayake’s truthful con-
fession, which is rare among Sri Lanka’s politi-
cians, gives the answer to these queries when on
another occasion he declared that “the indiffer-
ence and incompetence of successive govern-
ments have led to the present impasse in 5ri
Lanka”.

The tragedy is the chauvinism and incompetence
of Sri Lankan politicians have obstructed and
continue to obstruct the process of finding a solu-
tion, let alone a lasting solution to the problems of
the country. They areso pre-occupied in jockeying
themselves in the power game that they are uncon-
cerned about the sufferings of the people who have
to bear the brunt of the crisis spawned by them.

The ineptitude of the Premadasa Government,
which hasbeen at thehelm of affairs forthe past ten
months, is again displayed in their incapacity to
contain the escalating violence and terrorismrav-
aging the country and traumatising the people.
Murder and mayhem continue in their fearful

intensity in Sri Lanka with their heavy toll of.

innocent human lives and valuable property.

President Premadasa’s efforts in his search for
peace for the country are being stymied by the
intransigence of the JVP and the violence and
terrorism of both the JVP militants and the so-
called “vigilantes”. The habitual recriminations
and petty squabbles indulged in by political lead-
ers havealsoundermined theso-called “collective

search for peaée_ by consultation, consensus and
compromise”. Fear complex has taken grip of Sri
Lankans to such an extent that those who could
afford it are fleeing the country. The irony of it is
that the Sinhalese themselves have become refu-
gees. Is nemesis overtaking them?

Then again, the fear psychosis was displayed in the
Sri Lankan Parliament by those claiming to guide
the destinies of the country and its people. A

- prominent leader from the other side of the politi-

cal spectrum (or rather spectre!) of Sri Lanka, Mr.
Anura Bandaranaike, disclosed, while speaking
during the debate on the motion to extend the state
of emergency last menth, that “to those foreigners
who knew Sri Lanka it is invariably a small island
inthe Indian ocean where everybody is killing eve-
rybody else”. He added the fear-inspired com-
ment that “it is better to be out (of 5ri Lanka) than
be here when you perform these acts”. He is said

- to have returned from a lecture tour from USA

only a few days previously.

Another leading member of the opposition in the
Sri Lankan Parliament, Mr. Vasudeva Nanay-
akkara, MP, had remarked during thesame debate
that the “Devil had planned a sightseeing tour of
Sri Lanka to observe the situation and to recon-
struct his hell along the lines of the happenings in
the country”. Thus it will be seen that in 5ri Lanka
the feeling of alarm and disquiet caused by the
terror and depredation raging in the island
permeates through the leaders hailing from both

- sidesofthe political divide to the populace. Noone

in Sri Lanka seems to be immune from violence.

The contest in violence and terrorism in the pre-
dominantly Sinhalese areas of Sri Lanka is be-
tween the so-called “subversives” as represented
by the JVP and its off-shoot the DJV on the one
hand and the agents of the government, namely,
the police, the armed forces and pro-government
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death squads euphemistically called “vigilantes”
on the other.

Extrajudicial killings, torture, involuntary disap-
pearances of those taken into custody and other
human rights abuses,senseless killings of innocent
men, women and even children and the destruc-
tion of valuable property have become norms
rather than exceptions in Sri Lanka.

Even human rights activists are not spared. Only
the other day the independent Sri Lankan Sund ay
Times commented: “The killing of human rights
lawyer Kanchana Abayapala, of a woman soldier
and her family in Panadura and subsequent dis-
covery of 25 bodiesin Panadura evidently killed in
reprisal for the murder of the woman soldier and
her family brought into focus the sheer helpless-
ness of the “system” to contain the violence, repri-
sal killings and the resultant effect on the popu-
lace”. The journal went on to report that “the
extent fo which the fear psychosis has gripped the
country was underscored by none other than the
government departments and ministries them-
selves with more than halfof them not functional”.
It is said that the atmosphere of fear and hatred,
widespread wanton destruction and human mis-
ery in Sri Lanka epitomises the dark road that so
many Sri Lankans have chosen for themselves and
others by resorting to violence and terrorism.

The pre-eminent journal the “Economist’, in its -

latest issue, ranks Sri Lanka second after El Salva-
dor among the nations of the world in the annual
murder rate. Then again, the prestigious human
rights organisation Amnesty International in its
annual report published as recently as 25th Octo-
ber 1989 reveals that tens of thousands are being
killed, thousands detained without charge or trial
and dozens had “disappeared” after arrest by the

authorities in Sri Larka. It also reports of several
allegations of torture, extrajudicial killings and
other human rights violations. It is said that young
men disappear and reappear as corpses on road-
sides and in rivers. “We have hit rock bottom in
every respect. There is no further way but up” is
said to be the feeling of Sri Lankans. But then is
there any way up?

Now then, how about the Tamils? Have they learnt
any lesson from past events. The simple answer is
- "no”. It is again a case of Tamil killing Tamil
although there appears to be a lull in Sinhalese and
Indian killing Tamil. Kandasamy, Rajini and oth-
ers paid with their lives for upholding human
rights of Tamils.

Theso-called Peace Committee given a mandateto
forge peace among the communities in the North
and East is struggling to find its feet. The spectre of
abloodbath after the pull-out of the Indians, which
lingered in the minds of the people ever since the
decision to withdraw the troops was made by
India, has now become reality. No sooner the
Indians showed their backs to Amparai in East Sri
Lanka than the bloody feud between the Tamil
groups became intensified when there was a clash
between them in Amparai in which 43 young lives
are reported to have perished. Will this chronic
fratricidal feud among the Tamils ever end? It
cannotbegainsaid thatitis only then that there will
besalvation for the Tamil community in Sri Lanka.

In this state of tension, fear and confusion, where
does the ordinary Sri Lankan stand? What of those
refugees scattered all over the world yearning to
returntoSri Lanka? Is theresplendentisle doomed
forever? That is the 64,000 dollar question tor-
menting every Sri Lankan!. m -
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A POWERFUL DRAMA — FACELESS MEN

S. Sivapatha Sundaram

Communication explosion and fast moving technology have shrunk
the world into a “global vilage” and the consequent ease in mobility
has brought with it new social problems.Old values seem incongruous
and adaptabllity to new environs become problematic. In this situ-
ation the generation of today feels allenated and faces the crisis of
Identity.

This phenomenon, first noticed by Western thinkers, came to be
expressed through the medium of poetry and the theatre. Bengal
which is always the first in India to be Influenced by the West began
to experiment it with their native idiom, and soon the idea began to
be adopted by Andhra, Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka In the seventles.

The sense of dlienation and consequent identity crisis is more discern-
ible today among the Sri Lankan Tamils who have been displaced
and thrown asunder in distant climes-faceless, aimless and direction-
less. But even In this state of Trisangu Swarga man has learnt to exist.

| was enabled to see a sampile of this resilience on 2nd December last
at the staging of Tamil play, *Mukamilatha Manitharkal”, an adap-
tation of Badal Sakar’s Bengall experimental, by the members of the
Tamil Performing Arts Society, (who had pioneeredin S Lanka) at the
Lola Jones Hall, Tooting. In the midst of refugee problems and other
privations faced by the newly arrived Srl Lankan Tamils In London, it
Is heartening to see thelr fortitude expressed through this bold theat-
rical venture.

Just five men and two women form the entire cast: no make-up, no
stage effectsand no property. But the overallimpression created was
that of a crowd indulging in aimiless routine middle class city life of
today- college. exams, interviews, jobs flles, canteen, gossips- mean-
ingless, aimless, endless circle.

The scene opens with the appearance of a playwright attempting fo
write a play, but belng unsure of atheme, picks up casually fourmen
from the crowd ( from the audience, It Is ) and tries to create a plot
aground them. But it does not work. The four characters are the
genergation’s stereotypes, and a woman thrown inittransforms herself
. when required into a wife, a lover or a street walker. One other
woman doubles as a mother and a sister adding a touch of domes-
ticity. The aimlessness and virakthi of the generation Is depicted
through the character indrgjit (Krishnaraja) who metamorphosesinto
several identities. His realistic portraydl In unromantic beach scenes
with Manasi, the lover, kept up the mood of Indecision and forgetful-
ness to the extent of not remembering whether he himself wasin fact
Indraijit or Nimail. '
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Manasi, played by Anandarani Balendra,
kept up an even, unexcited tempo in her
different characterisations. There was a poise
of purposefulness contrasting the opposite of
others. Podma Sivakumar who played the
mother drew applauses from the audience
for her demeanour and voice of authority in
her occasional appearances. Balendra, who
took the lead role of playwright as well as
directed the play takes full credit for a smooth
and successful production, an expert han-
dling of a tricky theme. The four athers wha
created the sense of crowd, Rajkumar, Di-

vakaran and Kamalakanthan (along with the
playwright and Indrgjit) mesmerized the audi-
ence with a make-do world of their own. The
semblance of an orchestra and an effective
chorus supplied from behind the curtain gave
excellent rapport.

The best part of this production was the arche-
typalJaffna dialect which the large audience
was able to emnotionally appreciate andiden-
tify with. We congratulate K.Balendra and all
the members of the Tamil Performing Arts
Society and wish them continued success.

WOMAN WELFARE WORKER

Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG) is a community based voluntary organisation. It seeks to
recruit a suitable person to help in its WOMAN TO WOMAN Programme.

The welfare worker must have a sense of self-initiative and be sympathetic and understanding to
refugees from a grassroots and self-help perspective. The worker must have a background
knowledge of the issues affecting refugees and relevant experience in Immigration and Welfare
Benefit system.

A commitment to protect therights of the refugees is essential for the post holder. A mature outlook
and an ability to offer practical and emotional support in a community based setting is more
important than formal qualifications.

REFUGEES ARE SPECIALLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. Knowledge of Tamil and English
language is important.

SALARY: £11,385 p.a. including Inner London Weighting.
Closing date for completed application: 22nd January 1990
Coﬁtact The Co-Ordinator, Tamil Refugee Action Group for Job description and application form.

Race Relations Act 1976 exemption section &
(2)(d) applies.
Sex Discrimination Act exemption section 7

(2)(e) applies.

Tamil Refugee is published by Tamil Refugee Action Group. The opinions expressed in Tamil Refugee are
those of individual authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial Committes or of the Tamil
Refugee Action Group.
: Materials sent for publication may be abridged and edited if found necessary.
Editor: M. Neiminathan.
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ROOT RESEARCH ORGANISATION OF TAMIL EELAM
SEMINAR

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT: Grass roots initiatives
in Tamil Eelam

24th and 25th March 1990

The objective of this seminar is to identify opportunities for maximising the peoples’
participation in the socio economic development of Tamil Eelam

It will examine the role of science and technology in meeting the aspirations of the
‘Tamil nation for undertaking meaningful and sustainable development taking into
account the cultural history and prevailing political reality in the Tamil homeland.

This seminar aims to attract the participation of aid organisations, researchers
and planners involved in development initiatives at grass roots level. It is hoped that
the seminar will bring together professionals and intellectuals who will be sensitive
to the needs of a deprived and oppressed people and draw up meaningful and
constructive programmes for raising the living standards and promoting political
stability in the Tamil homeland.

Call for Papers (3000 - 5000 words)

Tamil Homeland : Creation of suitable Indigenous Technology.
Community Development- Small Industries and cottage Industries.
Community Development- Farming

Community Development- Fishing

Community Development- Energy Sources

Community Development- Health

For more details please contact, Programme Secretary, ROOT,
8 Herm House, Clephane Road, London N1 2TP Tel:(01) 359 2834

Cloging Date for submission of Papers: 10th February, 1990

Advt.
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