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“The Yal and the Vina are not identical instruments

The former had no frets.

These Yals or harps were early in use.

appendix iii Music in the cilappatikaram® 1

(1) I am indebted to Sri P. Sambamurti Lecturer in Music,
University of Madras for helping me in writing this appendix.
I have also drawn upon two lecturers on ‘Ancient Tamil
Music” by Swami Vipulananda reported in the Hindu on
25 and 26 February, 1936.
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A Brief Note on :

SWAMI VIPULANAKDA :
A PIONEER IN TAMIL LITERARY CRITICISM

+ K. S. Sivakumaran

The purpose of this short note is to establish a proposition
that Swami Vipulananda (Pandit Mylvaganam) was indeed one
of the pioneers, if not the pioneer of literary criticism in
Tamil. The rationale bchind this unorthodox view is the fact
¢hat Swami Vipulananda had been for some reason or the other
been belittled by certain interested parties-particularly those
adhering to a particular political philosophy and demanding
that their interpretations are the one and only wvalid criticism.
These self-acclaimed critics have called Swami Vipulananda ag
a mere beiletrist, thus reducing his status as a major and
in fact the first modern Tamil literary critic we can be proud
of,,

To substantiate our point of view, we wish to draw from
the articles Swami Vipulananda had written in Tamil more than
half-a-century ago. Since readers of Swami Vipulananda's
articles in English can judge for themselves the relative positivn
he holds as a critic, we have selected only a few articles of
this critic in Tamil that are available in a collection. This
collection was published in 1974 by the Educational Publications
Department of the Ministry of Education as one of the texis
for the GCE Advanced Level students in Sri Lanka.

In this collection of Essays by Swami Vipulananda, the
first essay is on ‘Literary Taste.” This is really a talk he
delivered in 1939 in Kalmunai. Talking to teachers on vacation
on learning [iterature and understanding oneself of literary
taste, Swami Vipulananda classified what is known as the best
of classical Tamil Literature.
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One would agree that the primary function of a critic is
to classify the main components in a body of literature, before
he goes on to detail analysis.

For the benefit of our readers who cannot read Tamil,
let us list the titles of the works the pioneer literary critic in
Tamil bas classified:

Paththu Pattu, Eddu Thohai, Pathi Enn Keel Kanakkus
Chinthamani, Silapadikaram, Manimehalai, Chulamani, Neelakessis
the three Tamil of Kongu Verl Mark, Thiruvasagam, Thiru
Kovayar, Naalayira Thivya Prabantham, Periva Purapam,
Ramavadaram, Kanthapuranam, Villibharatham, the two Thiru-
vilayadal Puranam, Bhagavatham of the Ariva Poet, Kasi
Thandavam, Naidatham, Raghuyamsam, Thembavani, Secera
Puranam, Rakshaniya Yathrikam. Minor Prabhanthams, works
by Kumara Kuruparar, Sivapragasam, works by Meenaksi Sundarar
and Subramaniya Bharathi. These are poetic works,

Swami Vipulananda says, that prose literature is scarce in
Tamil. The commentary on Kalaviyal by Nakeeranar, by Parimel
Alagar, commentary on Chinthamani by Nachchinarkiniyar,
commentary on Silapadikaram by Adiyarkku Nallar, Prabhanda
commentary by Periyavachchan Pillai, Periya Puranam and
Thiruvilayadal Puranam by Arumuga Navalar, Meenakshi Sundarar
Charitham, Udayanan Kathai, Bauddha Dharma Sangam, the
Shortened versions of Chinthamani, Silapadikaram, Manimehalai-
all by U. V. Swaminatha Iyer.

BASICS

Having listed what he considers as the main Tamil works,
both prose and verse, Swami Vipulananda then proceeds to the
next step, which a critic would engage in-namely answering
questions such as what is literary taste, what condition of mind
is necessary to engage in appreciation of literature, what are
the tools conducive to study literature, etc,

What is significant here is that Swami Vipulananda has
outlined the basics of literary criticism more than fifty years
ago. It is not only that: he has stated the views of what the
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present day critics say on matters of literature and literary values
several years ago. For instance, notice what he has to say on
matters of aesthetics.

Psychologists conclude that when the mind expresses itself
knowledge, desire and courage would come to play. Clarity
Sweetness and Firmness are characteristics that are embedded
with knowledge, desire and courage, They are in turn aligned
to Truth, Beauty and Goodness.”

Swami Vipulananda then goes on to find the different
genres in Tamil literature. He says that works that speak of
¢ruth are works on Physics, Sciences, Logic and Philosophy.
The beauty is seen in works on Music and Painting. Didactic
and Ethical works express beneficial outcome. But literary works
provide all the truth, beauty and benefit. These are in poetry,
he says.

Swami Vipulananda underlines the importance of poetry-
Says he: While all the other arts capture particular regions
of the heart, poetry will encompass the whole area of the
heart. Therefore invaluable fulfillment and resurgence of feeling
will fill the heart.

One of the functions in the quest of a critic is an attempt
at comparitive studies. To compare and contrast various literary
genres is one aspect of comparitive studies. We see in Vipulananda
the pioneership in comparative studies between a literary scene in
Villibharatham and similar scenes in Homer. One wonders
whether Prof. K. Kailasapathy was inspired by Swami Vipulananda
to compare Sangam Tamil Literature with Greek HeroicPoetry
and thus obtain his Ph. D. Ezxaplaining a particular sceme in
Villibharatham, Vipulananda says that such a scene is rare
even in Homer’s heroic poetry.’

Swami Vipulananda identifies the tastes one 'could derive
from two scenes in the work of Villibharatham. He also singles
out the Flower Garden scene in Villibaratham to show the
different radas of expressions are not only reflected in poetical
terms but also in the arrangement and syntax of the wverses,
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He even advises us that one should also know the rules of
prosody to understand and appreciate poetry. Such was Swami
Vipulananda‘s approach to literary criticism.

MODERN

In the present context such approaches may mnot seem
anything new, but we must remember the fact that it was
Swami Vipulananda who first introduced such approaches
in a modern context. Hence we dare to call him a pioneer in
Tami} literary criticism.

A literary term used frequently in English is ‘sensibility.-
Even today one would not dare say clearly what it means in
Tamil. However Swami Vipulananda as early as 1940 hag
explained the nuances of this term and applied to Tamil literature,
This is seen in the essay ‘Aiyamum Alagum’ (Doubt and Beauty)
published in the 38th issue of ‘Senthamil.” He points out that
rules promulgated on etymology by grammarians beginning from
Tholkapiyam are applicable to norms in content as well,

It is interesting to note that Swami Vipulananda had shown
us many decades ago how communication plays its part in
literature. What the communicators pronounce today had already
been enunciated by him half-a-century ago.

Swami Vipulananda was also a genius in science and
mathematics. His knowledge of science coupled with aesthetic
sensibility give a cause and effect process in literary criticism.

The learned scholar also says that ““materialistic works which
explain the tastes derived from the five senses, have as their
tool evidence or preoof. This is science.

For aesthetic works scepticism is the tool. And for
philosophical works too scepticism is the underlying means. He
then goes on to show examples of poems where beauty ig
achieved through doubt.

What strikes me most in Swami Vipulananda’s critical writing
is the fact that he very often reminds us that one should not
g0 beyond the particular task confined to a critic. The present
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day Tamil political commentators who call themselves ‘literary
critics’ and historians of Sri Lankan Tamil literature, (but in
fact they are partisan commentators who pad their writing with
longwinded footnotes and quotations) have nothing to say new
except their formulas and prescriptions of marxism. But it is
such idealogues who claim that their writing is full of depth
and the criticisms of others as ‘superficial.” Unlike such self-
estimated  belletrists and pamphleteres, Swami Vipulananda
i1s brief and to the point and thus he writes with depth of
meaning. “Brevity is the soul of wit.’

A characteristic of a good critic is to be logical, precise,
clear and explain many things in fewer words. This quality was
seen in abundance in the writing of Swami Vipulananda,

Swami Vipulananda implicitly states that form and content
are inseperable. He does this in dissecting the components of
a poem, Which in the ultimate sense contribute to the uniqueness
of the poem. Such a view lends us to the acceptance of the
fact that form and content merge together.

ART CRITIC

Swami Vipulananda was not merely a literary critic, he was
also a pioneer art critic in Tamil, Writing in ‘Senthamil’
(No. 38) fifty years ago, he has defined what art is and how
criticism of art should be followed, He calls the sculptors
‘Manneedalar’ in Tami]. They wete even called painters. Those
engaged in this art should have finer sensibilities as pointed out
in a Tamil work called ‘Madurai Kanchi,® Such artists are
called ‘Kanul Vinaignar’ in this work. He explains what painting
is drawing examples from ancient Tamil literature. He says
that, what the painter had in mind was the lifeblood of
the painting. A beautiful painting is one that delights the
viewer, he says, The practical criticism approach is one that
takes the reader along with him. AIl this goes to prove that
Swami Vipulananda was a pioneer literary and art critic in
Tamil.

One other aspect that Swami Vipulananda stressed was a
sense of direction and relevancy, He would not for instance
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like the present day Tamil ‘critics* wander about rather
than concentrating on the theme of discussion. He selects only
those tools of criticism which are relevant to the point.

ROMANTIC

Swami Vipulananda was greatly inspired by the Romantic
Poets, notably Keats. He has translated several poems of these
poets into Tamil. One such rendition is from Keats’ “*Endymion.”
Keats® famous lines ‘A Thing of Beauty is a Joy for Ever’,
Beauty is Truth, Truth Beauty-That’s all ye know on earth and
all ye need to know have all been translated by Vipulananda
in poetic terms,

Swami Vipulananda also equates western concepts with Indian
philosophical thoughts: Goodness, Truth, Beauty.

Swami Vipulananda’s article on the ancient musical instrument
‘Yarl* is also a literary essay written in critical terms.

It was Swami Vipulananda who first introduced western
literature to Tamil readers in a cogent manner. His essays
titled Aangilavani introduces western literature to readers
familiar with Tamil literature, '

Swami Vipulananda considers Sir Walter Scott as a great
writer. His historical novels and ballads are like the ancient
ballads of the Tamils sung by ‘Panars’ on ‘Yarl’, He has also
given in Tamil a work by Scott and introduces him in critical
fashion, All these are pioneer work in Tamil. He mnot only
introduced the Romantic poets but also other poets like
Tennyson, Homer, Browning, George Bernard Shaw and others.

Scepticism is ome aspect of his criticism., This is evident
in his article titled ‘Meattissai Chelvam’ (The Wealth of the
West.)

Thus we see that the contribution of Swami Vipulananda to
Tamil Literary Criticism as a pioneer is indeed historically
significant.
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