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Daily Mirror Thursday March 06th, 2008
Ceylon Tamil Sangam Law Division Library Grows
Appreciations of the late Advocate

S.R.Kanaganayagam
By S.Sharvananda, Former Chief Justice and Governor Western Province

Though I did not belong to the generation of Mr.Kanaganayagam, I have appeared
sufficiently in the Jaffna Courts when he was a reputed Senior to know what a sought
after Counsel he was. A half century of civil practice, one need hardly say, had provided
an unmatched legal armoury to a mind which inherently was exceptionally agile and
receptive. But long before he reached this half century he had reached the top of his
profession; the rest of his legal life matured his talents, as age matures wine in the cask.
Years never aged him. Both in appearance and outlook on life, he remained youthful. He
rarely lost his composure and calm. His personal knowledge of the people in Jaffna was
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extra-ordinary. You name anyone and, in a flash, he would give his pedigree and a
thumb-nail sketch of his family history. With his death, not only a legal luminary but a
landmark has disappeared from the Jaffna scene.

Appreciations of the late Advocate

S.R.Kanaganayagam
By S.Sivagnanam, former Government Agent, Vavuniya

What Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam greatly desired to happen at No.61, First Cross
Street, Jaffna, happened quite unexpectedly in distant Australia on 15th May 1989. He
passed away without giving an opportunity to his very large number of friends and
admirers all over Jaffna to bid him the last farewell. Three score years of active life in
several, varied fields of activity certainly deserve to be called an era. Politics, religion,
education, law, social service, drama — all came within his sphere and in every one of them
he performed his part with great distinction. President of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress,
Senator, President and Manager of the Hindu Board of Education, Trustee of the
Sangaraththai Temple, President of the Bar Association of Jaffna, Council Member of the
Jaffna University, President of the Board of Directors of Parameshwara College
(commonly kwon as the Ramanathan Trust) Vice President of the Educational Trust —
these are some of the positions which he adorned. Mr.S.R.Kanaganayagam fought a lone
battle to reconstitute the Board of Directors of Parameswara College (established under
Chapter 298 of the Legislative Enactments of Ceylon) by decree and vesting order in Case
No.TR 85 of the District of Jaffna.

Appreciations of the late N.T.Sivagnanam

By Hon. M.Jameel, Judge of the Supreme Court.

The privilege of having met the late Mr.N T.Sivagnanam will be greatly priced by
those who had the good fortune to have come to know him. His simplicity so mellowed
tempered his high thinking. Every action of his was more a caress than a crush. Those
who benefitted from his benevolence are legion. He was an astute lawyer who never
sacrificed his client’s best interests for a petty victory. He handled a wide range of cases
both civil and criminal and was always ready, both on the facts and on the law. He was
of immense help to the Bench and a tower of strength to his clients. He was not happy to
be idle. He kept himself busy in a variety of matters outside the courts. A deeply
religious personality, he was one whose devotion was characterized by the glorification of
God through service to man.

Appreciations of the late N.T.Sivagnanam
By Muhandiram E.P.Rasiah J.P., Commander, Order of St.John

Mr.Sivagnanam has rendered marvelous service to the Jaffna cultivators. To save space
and time I shall refer to three outstanding services of Mr.Sivagnanam.

1. Securing of seed onion from India and inaugurating the cultivation of red onion on a
commercial scale in Jaffn.

2. Onthe requestof Rev. Mather that mechanical irrigation be introduced to replace the
present need for five men for manuel irrigation, Mr.Sivagnanam, sought the
assistance of traders in Colombo and imported water pumps which became a belssing
to the cultivators of subsidiary crops in the Jaffna penisula.
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3. As aprospective Parliamentarian, he had plans to render great service to the masses
particularly the cultivators.

Appreciations of the late Ponnaiah Ketharanathan
By Shanmugampillai Kathirgamanathan of Velanai presently of Australia

On migration to Sydney, the first thing he did was to gather students of Velanani
Central School, old teachers and people from the Kayts constituency. We all met at
Strathfield Park, somewhere in 1992. Ketharam explained to us how the students of
Velanai Central were displaced after the army occupation of Velanai and the adjoining
islands. He made such an impressive speech that melted the hearts of every one present.
Subsequently-a substantial amount of money was collected and sent to the School. He was
instrumental in the formation of the OBA of Central School - Velanai at Sydney and
Melbourne. Today the OBA functions this OBA constitutes past students, old teachers
and people from the Kayts constituency.

It was a concidence that it was Thursday 31st October 1996. He went to the Sa:
Baba Centre at Strathfield for “Bajans”. He returned home about 9.00 pm, had his
dineer, cracked his well practiced usual jokes with his wife, children and daughter in law,
and went to bed at 11.00 pm. Atabout 1.30 am in the morning he passed away peacefully.

Appreciations of the late Ponnaiah Ketharanathan
By Old Student’s Association, Velanai Central College.

In 1991, this college was compelled to shift to Jaffna due to the problems at Velanal
and the College started functioning in a temporary shed without adequate place and
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traveling  Assistant, who has donated the necessary funds for the Law Division of | was very
hazardous i the reference section,in memory of the late S.R.Kanaganayagam, | and many
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and his ill — health
Mr P.Ketharanathan came to Colombo and personally met several old students and
summoned a meeting on 30" August 1992, at the Old Town Hall. This paved the way for
the inaugural meeting of J/Velanai Sir Vythialingam Duraisamy Madya Maha
Vidyalayam Old Students Association Colombo. He was the founder and the first
President of this Association. He rendered yeoman service in helping to collect funds to
develop the College. Due to his personal endeavour a large amount of money was
collected and sent to the College to purchase required furniture and other items needed
by the School.

Compiled by
K.M.Tharmarajah
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