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BT Teachers Take it to the Street...

No one can remain unconcerned about the
truobles the county is beset with. The fuel
price hike, ban on the import of chemical
fertilisers due to lack of foreign reserves and
the economic crisis the government has declared
as unprecedented in 73 years are a few ills
that needs to be remedied. All these problems
have been aggravated by the Covid-19
pandemic that has carried away valuable lives.
The authorities and the agencies concerned
are doing their best to combat the killer virus.

Everyone wonders how and when we are
going to yank the nation out from the morras
into which it has fallen. Let us all hope for
the best and the sooner these problems are
overcome the better it would be for everyone.

The closure of schools and the disruption
of the children's education is not a matter of
lesser importance.More than 1.5 million
children and young people have been
affected worldwide. Many of them are now
reliant on on-line classes for learning as well
as socialising. Spending more time on
virtual platforms can leave the children
vulnerable to exploitation by unwanted
elements. School closure and strict preventive
measures mean more and more students are
relying on technology and digital solutions
for learning , entertainment and connected to
outside world, but not all children have the
necessary knowledge, skills and resources to
keep themselves safe online.

As millions of children have temporarily
shrunk to their homes and glued to their screen,
we must help them surmount this drudgery.
We , the publishers of Kalaikkathir have
ventured to bring out a Sunday Supplement
named Radiant Dawn in order to instill in the
children and grown ups the habit of reading
for fun as well as for information and
entertainment.

We fervently beleive that the contents on
the four pages would go along way in helping
the readers in dpenfing their times in a usefull
manner. They can enhance their knowledge
and acquire the language proficiency required
for further studies and work.

Page 1 of Radiant Dawn presennts the
readers with the news digest of the current
topics. On page 2 the readers, especially the
students are provided with variety of activities
that can help them to write error free
sententances. They are so designed to make
the students focus their attention on the
nuances of gramatical and structral aspects.

Page 3 is allocated to publish the creative
writings of the students. the articles, riddles
and puzzles on this page will certainly encage
the readers and inspire them to improve their
writing skills and boost their cretative ability.

Readers intrested in sports and games fined
their updates on international and local events
on page 4.

We welcome your comments for
improvement and earnest support and
coorpration to encourage us in our worthy
endeavour.

- Publishers -

The Sri Lankan public school teachers’ “online learning” strike
has now entered its fifth week. Teachers are demanding a salary
increase, abolition of existing “salary anomalies” and
withdrawal of the Kotelawala National Defence University Act
b\ (KNDUA).Atthe joint teachers protest outside Colombo Secretariat
on July 23 over 200,000 teachers across the country were involved.
The stricke was called by the Ceylon Teachers Union (CTU),
Ceylon Teacher Service Union, United Teachers Union and
several other unions.

The teachers unions were forced to call the “online learning”
strike after police brutally suppressed a protest against the KNDUA on July 8. Several
participants, including CTU General Secretary Joseph Stalin, were arrested and detained at an
Air Force-controlled quarantine centre.

The KNDUA has been presented to parliament by the defence ministry and will be debated
in early August. If passed, it will give the military-controlled tertiary institution, more private
fee-paying courses. This is seen as a move towards the privatisation of education and the
militarisation of society.

Teacher union officials and others were released in the face of widespread anger over the
police crackdown. The unions have been compelled to continue the national strike, because
teachers are determined to win their long-standing demands.

On July 24, Trade Minister Bandula Gunawardena told the media that the government spends
86 percent of its revenue on state employees’ salaries and a teachers’ wage rise was “impossible,
given the depth of the economic crisis induced by the pandemic.”

If the government granted teachers’ salary demands, it would have to increase taxes and
burden the people, he declared, in an attempt to pit other workers and the poor workers against
the teachers.

Only biodegradable lunch sheets from August 01

The Ministry of Environment has taken steps to ban the production and
distribution of polythene lunch sheets in Sri Lanka from August 01.
Accordingly, only biodegradable lunch sheets can be used for food
wrapping after August 01 and only those lunch sheets can be manufactured
in factories in the country, distributed and sold.

{ At present there are 08 companies in Sri Lanka that produce
; biodegradable lunch sheets and the Minister of Environment Mahinda
Mahinda Amaraweera’ A paraweera had extensive discussions with its representatives in this regard.

The industrialists pointed out that it costs three times more to produce these fast-decompos-
ing lunch sheets than lunch sheets made of polythene. They also requested the government to
provide tax relief for this purpose. However, the Minister instructed the Central Environmental
Authority to immediately provide a report to him on their problems to present in the Cabinet.

The Minister also stated that if it is reported that the companies that obtain licenses for the
production of biodegradable lunch sheets have produced polythene lunch sheets, the licenses
issued to those companies will be revoked immediately in the first instance.

Several more decisions were reached at the meeting as follows:

Increase the fine for production, distribution and sale of polythene lunch sheets to Rs. 100,000.
(Current fine is Rs. 10,000) Grant one month grace period to polythene lunch sheet manufactur-
ing companies. The Minister requested the representatives of these companies to support the
government’s plan to reduce the use of polythene and plastics to mitigate environmental and
health problems in the country.

West faces dilemmas over tanker attack

Angry words are being traded, diplomats are being sum-
moned to foreign ministries and threats of retaliation made
public after a deadly drone attack on a merchant tanker last
week. Britain, the US and Israel all blame Iran, which has
vehemently denied it while vowing a severe response to
anything that harms its interests. So what exactly happened
and what's behind this?

On Thursday 29 July the MV Mercer Street, a medium-
sized fuel tanker, was sailing without cargo off the coast of
Oman on its way from Dar Es Salaam in Tanzania to the
UAE refuelling port of Fujairah on the Gulf of Oman. The vessel is Liberian-flagged and
Japanese-owned but operated by an Israeli-owned company, Zodiac Maritime.

Late in the day the tanker was struck by an explosive-laden Unmanned Aerial Vehicle, or
drone, that exploded close to the bridge, damaging the nearby living quarters. Two people were
killed - a Romanian and a British security guard - and after putting out a mayday distress radio
call the tanker was then escorted to port by two US Navy warships.

Boris Johnson has said Iran must "face up to the consequences of its actions" calling it "an
unacceptable and outrageous attack on commercial shipping".

Iran's Ambassador to the UK, Mohsen Baharvand, was summoned to the Foreign Office to
be told his country must immediately cease actions that threaten international shipping. Iran
has issued an angry denial, demanding to see proof of its alleged complicity in the attack. Its
foreign ministry has issued its own summons to Britain's Chargé d'Affaires in Tehran, calling
the accusations made by Britain, Israel and the US "baseless propaganda".

is to the mind what exercise is to the hod

- Richard Steele -
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Read the story and answer the questionsjill 1 An Exercise for Grade & and B children _

Fill in the blanks with the cries of the animals.

Dayan was a Sailor.He lived in caws, CrOWS, neighs, bellows, quacks, barks with to on of over into in for
England.He was often away with| | grunts, cackles, bleats, mews before at
his ship. He came back home one L. Adog ..o , Bow! Vow ! Vow! 1. Lydian is very good .................. at his
. 2.Acat ..o Mew! Mew! Mew! iano
Summer morning. He found many 3.ACOW v, , Moo! Moo! Moo! ) 'II‘)h l'd died ¢
new vneighbours around his house| 4. Alamb ............. , Bha! Bha! Bha! . :n:’nogiltler;:te Lo © I‘)’Z‘Eflirs
5.Ahorse ............. , Neigh! Neigh! Neigh! s G R RS T e :
'fTﬁe,y }iad e pr.e’;ltyhdaughter.Da.yan 6. APig. woovrreerenn. , Gruit! Grur%t! Gruft! 4. Sri Lanka is well known ............... it's tea
ell in love with her.He promised| 57y, 777 , Clucks!, Clucks!Clucks! and rubber.
to marry her. Then he went back to 8. Acock ...couevnn... , Cock! Cock! Cock! 5. We depend ................ Middle East coun
Africa. He sent her a pretty parrot. 9. A CTOW ...ovvenrenene , Caw! Caw! Caws! tries for or oil needs.
sh : " ] 10Aduck ................ s Quack! Quack! Quack! 6 M bOSS is angry me for arriving
e wrote back to him. " It's § Y DOSS 18 ANGLY.ovvovevervoe
tastier than a chicken; thank you| FHUERENRNRURGLEENA M) VIR ; T"“ltl:pohce is investigating e
for the parrot. Read the following sentences carefully. Then murder case.
) rewrite them replacing the words highligted 8. We must play the game according ..............
1. Where is Dayan from? with a better word from the list below. the rules.
.......... 9 All men are equal the laW.
2. What is he? chatting/ dining/ glancing/ jotting/ relaxing/ 10. India and China have a long .............

................................................................. relishing/ rushing/sipping/ skimming/ toiling/

3.When did he come back home? I Answers:-
------------- 1. Kamal is drinking a nice cup of coffee. 1. barks / 2. mews / 3. bellows / 4. bleats/
4. What did he find around his house? 2. Mohan is eating his dinner with spicy crab | S R L A AT 4 A T e A
................................................................. curry.
5. Who did he fall in love with? 3. Meena is looking at the headlines of the caws/ 10. quacks/
............ paper. N .
6. What did he promises to do? 4. Rohan is talking to Manisha with greate joy. nswers.-‘ '
.............. 5. The farmers are working hard in the field. 1.at/2.of /3. in/ 4. for/ 5.on/ 6. with/
7. Where did he go back? 6. Dad is resting after a hard days work. 7. 1into / 8. to / 9. before/ 10. over
............ 7. The children are having their dinner at
8. What did he send his lover? the restaurant. 3 Answers:-
................................................................. 8. Myna is reading the important pOil’ltS in s o : g .9
9. What did his lover write back to him? the case file. L Slppl?g % bl‘a.n cing /3. rel} shing /
. . 4. chatting/ 5.toiling / 6. relaxing/
................................................................. 9. The students are taking down the main . . e ..
10. What do you think of that pretty girl? points of the lecture. 7. d1n1ng./ 8. skimming / 9. jotting/
................................................................ 10. The doctor is going out quickly to his 10. I‘uShlng

Read the poem and answer the QUEStiDﬂS clinic to see a patient critically ill.
4 Fill in the blanks with the correct collective nouns given below

UNCLE ALBERT
When I was almost eight years old [army/ band/ bench/ cabinet/ choir/ crew/ gang/ party/ staff/ team/]

My uncle Albert came to stay, LLAD o, of 1000 soldiers paraded on the Independence Day.

He wore a watch-chain made of gold 2. The captain of the ship and his ................... of 200 sailors arrived at the
And sometimes he would let me play Colombo port. o ) .

With both the chain and the gleaming watch, A of workers are reapairing the railway lines.

4. A, of musicians played the national anthem at the

And though at times I might be rough Independance Square.

1. army / 2. crew/ 3. gang / 4. band/
S.party/ 6. cabinet/ 7. team / 8. staff/

He never seemed to.bother much. 5. A i, of tourists visited the Sigiriya Rock Fort last Sunday. =
He smelled of shaving soap and snuff. 6. We have a................. of thirty ministers in our parliament. 2
To me he was a kind of God, 7. Our football coach handed the list of names of the ................. of players ;
Immensely wise and strong and kind to the Principal. 5 -
And so I thought it rather odd 8. Our school has an e.fﬁcient s of forty teachers. g <
When I came home from school to find 9. A i, of ﬁv; judges yv111 hear the case at thg supreme courts. z E

. 10. A of ten singers will sing at the church this evening. < .
Two strangers,menacing and tall, o)

In the parlour, looking grim Read the text and |abel the diagram.

As Albert- suddenly quite small-
st i e How do we breathe?
All animals breathe by taking in oxygen. It involves a quite complicated process. When
: 7 a person breathes in , air passes into the body through a passage called" the upper
B?th Al | I weXen et respiratory tract." This starts with the nose. Here , particles which could be harmful to the
Disappeared that day for good. lungs are stopped or strained out. The nose also warms the air.
My parents said he'd gone to Spain. From the nose the air turns down through the fun-
-VERNON SCANNEL- nel shaped " pharynx" which is a common area for
the air and the food that passes into the food pipe.
The the air then passes into the "larynx" or the
voice box.Then the air goes down the "trachea'" or
............................................................................. the wind pipe . From there .the air goes through the
2. This boy liked his uncle very much. Write the two smaller tubes branching called the " bronchi",
two lines which show that. one of which enters each lungs.
............................................................................. The lungs are large ,soft organs.Around the entire
............................................................................. lungs is a thin covering called ""the pleura'".The lung
3. Who were the two strangers that the boy found  tissue is like a fine sponge in some ways. But in the
in the parlour. lungs there are spaces, or air sacks, and it is here air
............................................................................. iS received from the bronchi; the needed gases are
............................................................................. used, and unwanted gases are forced Out.TheSG air SpaCGS are Called "alveoli‘ﬂ
The air we take in contains oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, and water vapour.These
same gases are present in the blood as well but in different amounts. When a fresh breath is
5 Write down the word which show that Uncle drawn in, there is more oxygen in the "alveolai than in the blood. So the oxygen passes
Albert will not return. through the very thin walls of the of the blood vessels( capillaries) and into the blood.
Carbon dioxide goes from the blood into the air sacks of the lungs and is exhaled. The
exchange of gases enables all the cells to obtain oxygen and to get rid of carbon dioxide.

Out to where a black car stood.

1. Write the two lines of the poem which show
that the uncle was patient.
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An iconic act of sportsmanship
at Tokyo 2020

There were wild celebrations in

the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo on
Sunday after high jumpers Mutaz
Essa Barshim and Gianmarco
Tamberi agreed to share the gold
medal following a tense and dra-
matic final.

The pair, who are great friends,
couldn’t be split following an
“exhausting two-hour competition”.
They both cleared 2.37m but had
three failures attempting to match
the Olympic record of 2.39m.

A Tokyo 2020 official offered
them a jump-off to decide the win-
ner, but Qatari Barshim then asked
the question: “Can we have two

golds?”. The official nodded and
Italian Tamberi “leaped into his
rival’s arms, then belly-flopped onto
the hard track, rolled around a few
times and screamed”.

“I'look at him, he looks at me, and
we know it,” Barshim said. “We just
look at each other and we know, that
is it, it is done. There is no need.”

It was the first joint Olympic
podium in athletics since 1912 and
a “display of sportsmanship that
delighted Olympics spectators
around the world”. It is likely to be
remembered as one of the “most
heartwarming moments” of the
Tokyo games.

*Counterfactual Thinking*

Have you noticed that a bronze medalist is generally more
happy than a silver medalist at the end of the game.

Its not incidental finding but proven fact in many research
studies after studying reactions of silver medalists vs bronze
medalists!

Ideally, a silver medalist should be more happy than the
bronze. But, human mind doesn't work like mathematics.

This happens because of phenomenon of counterfactual
thinking.

A conceptin psychology in which there is human tendency
to create possible alternatives to life events that have already
happened, that would be contrary to what happened.

Sliver medalist thinks, "Oh I couldn't win the gold medal."
Bronze medalist thinks, "At least I got a medal."

*Silver Medal Is Won After Losing, But Bronze Medal Is Won
After Winning.*

This happens in our life also, we don't appreciate what we
have but feel sad with what we don't have. Let's be grateful
for our blessings, they far outweigh our problems if we start
counting.

*Life Is After All Full Of Choices, Do Always Count Your
Blessings To Stay Positive & Motivated...*

A PIECE OF ADVICE TO
DEAR STUDENTS

You can do well in your exams if you are disciplined and methodical
when you set out to prepare for your exam. Follow your class
lessons regularly and cover the syllabus. After coming back home
revise whatever is taught at school in a systematic way. All what
you have learnt would be fresh in your mind. Try to answer the
guestions at the end of each lesson. To become familiar with the
format of the question paper and the question models go through
the last five years past papers at the least.

If you are stuck, and if doubts arise make sure that the doubts
are cleared by your friends, parents or your teachers the next day
itself. Do not hesitate to seek help from your teachers and your
seniors when required. Take a note of the important formulae
you come across in your lessons. You will be able to just grab your
note book and and have a glance at the relevant portions. You
will be able to look at them frequently to refresh what you have
committed to your memory.

Draw a time table for a term exam or for a public exam allocating
ample time for the preparation of each subject. Choose the time
that you think is the best for your study. It can be early in the
morning or in the evening. See that nothing distracts you and mar
your studies. Hone your strengths and rectify your weaknesses.
Don't venture to study anything new on the subject you are now
focussing on because you may be confused.

Eat healthy food and have enough sleep and rest. Make sure
that you are not exerting too much. Play a game or two to relax
your mind, to recharge yourself for the final day.
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Wwbs S8 - 1987.05.08 51D - Bbs)

2N - p UGS Spsvor BLESSILD - LD 1
d.um-34 aF6l - 1 Q60

somseb - G.C.EA/L  agmfed - British council
aSTUMILIL - SHps GFene + QleuerfiB(B LDeTTLD&:6T GHeme.

Wobs &,S 1985 04.16 JLD - b
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2nd - V eLetor

IDSID - Bbg
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2nd - V e\uetor BLESSILD - HMTSSmS 2
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a.um-17 g6 /g - 11@Q60
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28 - V e1Lesor

D5ID - Brbgl
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pBs Ha8 - 14.02.1992 LDSLD - B3I

=M -V eewor BLESSILD - GSHSLLD 2
a.urm - 26 a\g6l - 2860

S0&6emLD - Software Eng  6)3MPle0- HTFGaemeU6\HTIpLDL|
aSTUMTLIL - QST HT&F GFeneu LDETTLDS 60T

Wwbs Ha8 - 16.014.1991 I - BHE|
28 - V 6\Lievor BLESSIID - Lesfl2
S.um-22 6156l - 2860
SM&HEnD - M.B.B.S 6\5M6d - Doctor

e HTUMTLIL - Doctor ENG. LDEWILD&65T BSH6me6.
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8Bed Ppsed sLLLIG  6LeTeLnber aumplufweoneniaer (Software Engineers). saeued asmled miuefweorerniaer (Information Technologists) ereor
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ABTLITL] AABTET B BIGHENT
SHRIGET QHSIEWLPLILISHS [HEOTH! 60TM) LILLT6D 2_600T(® 6MLpe)!
Coming Together is Beginning - Staying Together is Progress - Working Together is SUCCESS.
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