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MESSAGE

I am glad to know that the Ramakrishna Mission, Sri Lanka, will be bringing out a
souvenir to commemorate the centenary of the Ramakrishna Mission.

The establishment of the Ramakrishna Mission by Swami Vivekananda opened a
new horizen not only in the age-old spiritual thoughts of our country but also brought
about a new movement in the field of cultural and socio-economic development. The
activities of the Mission are pioneering efforts for the regeneration of the masses. The
Ramakrishna Mission, however, is not a social welfare organization, but it has basically
a spiritual outlook with social commitments and universal appeal. The aim of this
organization is to help people free themselves from suffering and bondage by realizing
their divine nature and awaken them to serve their fellow beings in the spirit of worship.
These ideals are implied in the motto that Swamiji gave to the Ramakrishna Mission:
atmano moksharthang jagadahitaya cha. "For one’s own liberation and for the welfare
of the world".

Furthermore, Ramakrishna Mission stands for universal harmony — harmony of
religions, harmony of races and culture, harmony of science and spirituality;, harmony

of man and nature. Lasting peace can be established in the world only through such
harmony.

May the blessings of Sri Ramakrishna, the Holy Mother and Swamiji be showered
on everyone associated with this centre so that it may continue its activities more
effectively for the benefit of the masses in the years to come. | wish the publication of
the souvenir a grand success.

Sarami fRhakeshmtetnta

(Swami Bhuteshananda)
President
{Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission)

Date : May 11, 1998
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Bbdmeueg St @GhaGaranm@d. Ceamauub HuTEpd BS6T SUGLILIDLWTEGID.
@erm gmodpeigen Wager 136 denenast e @BHwrelgid QeusfiprBesfiaub
uenflwrHd eumElmgi.

griodmesen Wegallst upmwbwrer HmearsEpat Beokmss Haerub
garprEew. QbHureler smrsawrean Habss &mSHEHNMTH GCLHENME
GeupHlaCaTan®), Hauws prusyras seumd elCGausraipbsi 1897-Gb au0 Reveufl
e 15-H b Cz8 GaTIbUS HIMDWPESMS JMLBSTT. CaTIpbLeT)p GBS
CU(BLOESETEL DjeU(HEE UTEOTN STETITS rOUBD auyGaupy SiefEsiucLg).

sieumf] sNGeausranpgfler Qevhims sguiorargs Gbgsissaflen. Cw GuEpD Fow
wpiweTFfow ghuGsdHug. daurg HAhsmasear FowssmpulBeon yHu
saNBaUTLLSMS ghuBSHUG. JUBGMLW UBHMBWUTHG GbS BTG
grdlpagent Wagsht CHraimeausnE NGSTaTOWS. HyTeubd QETEIL DieTLITSeMsb
CauanGlareysdlaniis i swog F8argsy FLiselld @mayrduw seamd
Aararbsmy Reomimsl ualssrs s@ulmaussri. saurd aNGausTerphsT
Ca1hEs SiPpss Hyss8sT0H sl AaurabsT 1897- b o,anH KMV WIFHLD
WPHUGSHUI BevhimedE aubHMESHSTT.

3bs SP(psd SQYHD emaumHOTy:

Almora,
To 30th June, 1897
~ T. Sokanathan, Esqr.
My dear Friend,

The bearer of this note, Swami Shivananda, is sent to Ceylon as promised by
me during my sojourn. He is quite fit for the work entrusted to his care, of course
with your kind help.

I hope you will introduce him to other Ceylon Friends.

Yours ever in the Lord
Vivekananda.
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DAWN OF A NEW ERA

Swami Bhuteshananda

Benedictory address delivered at the All India Devotees’
convention on 7 February 1998

Dear devotees of Sri Ramakrishna:

We have assembled here on a very special occasion, when a hundred years
have been lived by the association, legally called the Ramakrishna Mission. Of
course, for the devotees and for all those who have respect for Sri Ramakrishna, it
is the centenary of an epoch-making personality or yuga purusha. The Ramakrishna

Mission is the stamp that we have for the whole group of people who hold Sri
Ramakrishna in respect as the harbinger of a new era. | use the word ‘devotee’ in
that sense, including everybody as a devotee of Sri Ramakrishna. We have gathered
here to commemorate the century of the Ramakrishna mission, but the Ramakrishna
order began long ago when the devotees of Ramakrishna began gathering around
his feet, and formed the nucleus of the Order. Gradually, that seed grew into a
huge tree. It has spread its branches not only throughout India but also to many
places beyond the borders of this country.

Sri Ramakrishna is a very difficult person to understand; in the sense that he
carried with him different aspects of humanity. As for instance, he was a devotee, a

social person, an epoch-making personality whom we call the yvga purusha. We I
consider him sometimes as a great devotee, sometimes as a very humble person ,
sometimes as one very sympathetic towards people and a store house of spiritual
knowledge that he came to spread.

Sri Ramakrishna is the representative of all that was good in the past as also
of the future possibilities. Sri Ramakrishna came to show us a new way of life in I
which we can maintain what is good in the past cultures and give direction to the

future.

We have gathered here to pay our homage to Sri Ramakrishna and his foremost
disciple, Swami Vivekananda. | do not specially mention the Holy Mother Sarada
Devi because hers is a personality which is identical with Sri Ramakrishna. Our
respect will go to all of them. Swamiji has said that, the safya yuga has begun Wiy
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the birth of Sri Ramakrishna. Great personalities like Sri Ramakrishna bring about
a new era whenever they appear on the horizon and people start their upward
course of evolution. This word evolution is a comprehensive term, and means
evolving spiritually, socially and in all other aspects.

When Sri Ramakrishna appeared on the horizon of India, who knew that his
influence would spread everywhere and will create a new movement known as the
Ramakrishna Movement 2 The Movement started with him, is going on and is growing
from strength to strength throughout the world. Wherever people have a desire to
evolve as spiritual entities, there they cunstitute the members of this Order.

I'pray to Sri Ramakrishna, the Holy Mother Sarada Devi and Swanmiji for their
grace to be showered on you all who have assembled here and also on those who
will come later on, to understand Sri Ramakrishna and be participants in the evolution
that has been brought about by Sri Ramakrishna. | convey my best wishes to you all
and pay homage to Sri Ramakrishna, the Holy Mother and Swamiji.

Thank you.

The Ramakrishna Mission, gent{emen, teaches us to do all works with the
bﬁg{yest of motives. Ave you a house-holoer? Then look upon your wifé and
chiloren as images of God and serve them with your whole beart. Are you
a monk? Then look upon all human beings as incarnations of God and
serve with all your wight, and it will help you to rise to the SUper-conscious
state. Are you a patriot? Then give up all petty jealousies and heart-
burnings which limit your vision, and work iﬁcessant{y to make your
country really great by be[ping to stand on what is true and noble, Thus
to reacf; the super-conscious goal by renunciation and service and to help
others to do the sawe, are what the Mission teaches every one of us.

- Swami Saradananda

/[
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SELF-DEVELOPMENT AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Swami Bhuteshananda
Benedictory address delivered at the Youth Convention
held at the Belur Math on 3 February 1998

Friends,

It is a matter of oy to see you all assembled here to participate in the two-day
Youth Convention, organized on the occasion of the concluding session of the
centenary of Ramakrishna mission, on the holy grounds of the Belur Math. Even
though most of you are busy preparing for your ensuing examinations, you have
responded to our call. | extend my hearty thanks to you all.

Swami Vivekananda had cherished high hopes in the younger generation. A
few strong and sincere young persons can revolutionize the world, he used to say.
The world is in need of revolution today. | do not mean any political revolution, but
it is the cultural and spiritual revolutions that are needed now.

Swamiji travelled throughout the whole of India and also many countries in the
West. He understood what the world wanted. India needed ,material uplifiment,
along with the rejuvenation of its ancient culture and spiritual heritage, in order to
regain her past glory. He said on the other hand, that with all its material
advancement, the West needed a strong foundation of spiritual culture. Swamiji
understood that neither of these constituents of growth can survive in isolation.
According to him, a combination of science and spirituality was the panacea for
all evils of the world. Therefore, soon after his triumphant return to India from the
West, Swamiji established the Ramakrishna Mission for the well - being of the
many, for the benefit of the many, to bring about the much needed change in world
thought. The ideal of the Mission is to make efforts for not only upliftment of the
Indian masses, but the all-round well-being of all people of the world. A hundred
years after the establishment of the Mission, we can say that some good work has
been done; but a lot remains yet to be accomplished.

These days, much damage has been done to our ethical, cultural and social

fabric. Everywhere there is a downward trend in all fields. People are attracted by
negative ideas in all avenues of growth. The youth are suffering greatly because of
this deplorable situation prevailing everywhere. Due to the constant invasion of
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weakening thoughts, the youth have lost all faith in themselves. Not only that; they
have discarded the ancient glorious culture of the nation. Once a person loses
faith in himself, his traditions and his culture, he is doomed. The tendency will then
be for a poor imitation of others. That is what is happening here now. Most of the
youth are leading aimless lives.

That is why a revolution is needed. What is this revolution that Swami
Vivekananda speaks of and how can this be brought about? By revolution, we do
not mean that you should all fight with one another. Perhaps you have all heard the
story of a child who rearranged a torn map of India correctly, by properly placing
together the picture of the man on the other side. When the man was set right, the
map also became all right. So also, if the citizens of a country are great, the nation
will also become great; because a nation consists of individuals, and the stronger
the individuals the stronger will be the nation. Therefore the youth must develop
their character so that the nation is put on the right track.

How to develop character? Each one of you must first of all give up negative
thinking. Stop thinking that you are weak and helpless. Have immense faith in your
potential qualities. Forget all the past mistakes. Think always about the present
condition and the future possibilities. This is the first important step.

Secondly, try‘fo be as much selfless as possible. Try to serve others around
you wholeheartedly, with the idea that your country’s future depends on all of them.,
Dedicating yourself for the service of others is the best way to serve yourself and
the nation. This is the path Swamiji wanted our younger generation to choose for
the upliftment of India.

Let not the advent of Swamiji go in vain. Pledge today that you will work for self-
development along the lines Shown by Swamiji. Within a very short time, you will see
for yourself what a changé has come upon you as well as in the society at large.

Swami Vivekananda calls upon each one of you to work for the good of the
country in particular, and the world at large. Please listen to this call and evolve
yourselves along the path shown by him. | wish you all success in your endeavour.

May the bfessmgs of Sri Ramakrishr.a, the Holy Mother and Swami Vlvekonanda
be showered on you all, is my prayer to them. .

I wish this convention all success.

Thank you.

U...........................i.............'.......
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"The poor, the illiterate, the ignorant, the afflicted — let these be
your God. Know that service to them is the highest Religion”.
- Swami Vivekananda
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