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High Commissioner for India in Sri Lanka

1¥ July 2002

Message

In Swami Vivekananda descended the radiance of the sun, the lustre of the
moon, the music of the stars, the oxygen of the stratosphere, the self-renewing §
energy of the Ganga and the fecund creativity of mother earth. But more impor- {3

tant than the amalgamation in him of these essences, there pulsated in his mind

the restless compassion of a Bodhisattva for the needs of fellow beings.
Unfree India nesded him; he came.

May we, the successor generations living in freedom, deserve his legacy and live up o its
challenge, for that is what Swami Vivekananda was - a challenge to us, needed more now than
ever before, beckoning us to rise above our mundaneness, our mediocrity and mendacity; a
challenge to us, asking us to help without patronizing, to learn without cravenness, to serve
without expectation of merit-accrual, to be religious without being religioss, to be spiritual with-

out being smug, to live nobly without being puffed-up about it.

| extend to the Vivekananda Society, Colombo, my prayerful felicitation on the occasion of
its centenary, together with my best wishes for its dedicated adherence to the living truths

expounded by the millennial sage it is honoured te be named after.

. I
36-38 Galle Road, (‘é/ifzxﬁ"é”f
Colombo -3, Sri Lanka. (G dpalknshon Gandhi)
Telephone : 447285, 421605,
422788, 422789,
Fax 1 09941 - 446403
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LIST OF OFFICE BEARERS
FROM 1902 TO 2003

Compiled by Mr. K.Vivekanandan

Hony Treasurer

Year President Hony Secretary Hony Treasurer
1902/1903  Mr.V.Karalapillai Mr.R.S.Subramaniam  P.Murugesu
1903/1904 Sir P.Arunachalam  S.Vaithianathan S.Vytilingam
1904/1905 N.Tyagarajah C.Perumalpillai S.Vytilingam
1905/1906 N.Tyagaraja C.Perumalpillai S.Nakalinkam
1906/1907 N.Tyagarajah S.R.Muttucomaru R.S.Subramaniam
1907/1908 H.Tiruvilangam K.Chelliah R.S.Subramaniam
1908/1909 C.Namasivayam C.Perumalpillai A.Ponnaiya
1909/1910 C.Namasivayam C.Perumalpilai A.Ponnaiya
1910/1911 C.Namasivayam C.Perumalpillai A.Ponnaiya
1911/1912 C.Namasivayam R.Dharmalingham A.Ponnaiya
1912/1913 C.Namasivayam Dr.M.M.Kumaraswamy A.Ponnaiya
1913/1914 C.Namasivayam Dr.M.M.Kumaraswamy s.Periyatampy
1914/1915 C.Namasivayam Dr.M.M.Kumaraswamy A.Kandiah
1915 C.Namasivayam V.Thampi C.Canapathippillai
1916 C.Namasivayam V.Thampi K.Rasanayakam
1917 C.Namasivayam S.Somasunderam K.Rasanayakam
1918 C.Namasivayam S.Somasunderam K.Rasanayakam
1919 C.Namasivayam S.Somasunderam K.Rasanayakam
1920 C.Namasivayam S.Somasunderam K.Rasanayakam
1921 T.Sockanathan C.Tillainathan K.Rasanayakam
1922 T.Sockanathan C.Tillainathan K.Rasanayakam
1923 P.Muttulingasamy K.Rasanayakam
1924 V.Thampi K.Rasanayakam
1925 Hon A.Mahadeva V. Thampi -23/6/25
T.Saravanamuttu -29/10/25
K.Kanagaratnam - Pundit.M.Thambiah

1926 Hon A.Mahadeva K.Kanagaratnam - Pundit.M.Thambiah
1927 Hon A.Mahadeva K.Kanagaratnam - Pundit.M.Thambiah-6/5/27

D.A.Coomaraswamy
1928 HonA.Mahadeva V.T.S.Sivagurunathan D.A.Coomaraswamy
1929 Hon.A.Mahadeva V.T.S.Sivagurunathan  P.Muthulingaswamy
1930 Hon A.Mahadeva K.Rasanayakam P.Muthulingaswamy

1931 Hon A.Mahadeva K.Rasanayakam P.Muthulingaswamy

1932 Hon A.Mahadeva V.T.S.Sivagurunathan T Rajanayagam
1933 Hon A.Mahadeva V.T.S.Sivagurunathan T.Rajanayagam
1934 Hon A.Mahadeva V.T.S.Sivagurunathan T.Rajanayagam
1935/1936 Hon A.Mahadeva V.T.S.Sivagurunathan T.Rajanayagam
1936/1937 Hon A.Mahadeva T.Thiagarajah T.Rajanayagam
1937/1938 Hon Sir W .Duraiswamy

A.Mandalanayagam T Rajanayagam
1938/1939 K.Rasanayakam T Rajanayagam



1939/1940
1940/1941
1941/1942
1942/1943
1943/1944
1944/1945
1945/1946
1946/1947
1947/1948
1948/1949

1949/1950
1950/1951
1951/1952
1952/1953
1953/1954
1954/1955
1955/1956
1956/1957
1957/1958

1958/1959
1959/1960
1960/1961
1961/1962
1962/1963
1963/1964
1964/1965
1965/1966
1966/1967
1967/1968
1968/1969
1969/1970
1970/1971
1971/1972
1972/1973
1973/1974
1974/1975
1975/1976
1976/1977
1977/1980
1980/1988
1988/1998
1998/1999
1999/2000
2000/2001
2001/2002
2002/2003

S.Natesan
S.Natesan
S.Natesan
S.Natesan
S.Natesan
S.Natesan
N.Nadarajah K.C
N.Nadarajah K.C
S.Pararajasingham
K.Kanagaratnam

K.Kanagaratnam
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapiliai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
S.Natesan
K.Alvapillai
S.Sivasubramaniam

Col.R.Sabanayagam
Col.R.Sabanayagam
Col.R.Sabanayagam
Col.R.Sabanayagam
Col.R.Sabanayagam
Col.R.Sabanayagam
Col.R.Sabanayagam
M.Vairavapillai
M.Vairavapillai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
K.Alvapillai
V.K.Kandasamy
V.K.Kandasamy
G.A.Thavathurai
G.A.Thavathurai
Col.R.Sabanayagam
A.C.Nadarajah
Dr.K.Velauthapillai
V.Kailasapillai
S.Sivarasa P.C
S.Sivarasa P.C
D.M.Swaminathan
D.M.Swaminathan

K.Rasanayakam
K.Ponniah
K.Ponniah
S.Sivasubramaniam
S.Sivasubramaniam
S.Sivasubramaniam
P.S.Thuraiappah
P.S.Thuraiappah
P.S.Thuraiappah

T.Rajanayagam

- T Rajanayagam

T Rajanayagam
S.T.Kumarasingham
S.N.Somaskandapitiai
S.N.Somaskandapillai
K.Chidambarapillai
K.Chidambarapillai
K.Chidambarapillai

Mudaliyar K.Sabanathan

P.Kumaraswamy
P.Muttulingasamy
K.Sittambalam
V.Allirajah
V.Allirajah
S.Rajadurai
V.Allirajah
V.Allirajah

S.Rajadurai
S.Rajadurai
S.Rajadurai
S.Rajadurai
S.Rajadurai
S.Rajadurai
S.Rajadurai
A.V.Kanapathipillai
S.Rajadurai
A.C.Nadarajah
A.C.Nadarajah
M.Sivarasa
M.Sivarasa
M.Sivarasa
P.Vanniasingham
P.Vanniasingham
M.Sivarasa
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren

S.Sivasithamparam
E.Ponnampalam
P.Kumaraswamy
P.Kumaraswamy
K.Chidambarapillai
E.Ponnampalam
E.Ponnampalam
E.Ponnampalam
E.Ponnampalam

E.Ponnampalam
E.Ponnampaiam
E.Ponnampalam
P.Kumaraswamy
P.Kumaraswamy
P.Kumaraswamy
S.Sivasithamparam
V.R.Vadivetkarasan
V.R.Vadivetkarasan
S.Sivasamboo
S.Sivasamboo
S.Sinnathamby
K.Veeragaththy
K.Veeragaththy
K.Veeragaththy
K.Veeragaththy
K.Rajapuvaneeswaren
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
K.Vivekanandan
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« Swamy Vivekananda”
Dance Drama

Script Written by Thilaka Wijayaratnam
Music Composition - “Kalasoori”Arundhathi Sriranganathan

Dance Choreography And Direction

“Kalasoori” Vasugy Jegatheeswaran
Stage Direction - Mr.S. Vishvanathan

Mangala Gautam
Kushani Nanayakkara
Subashini Sivadevan
Vijitha Ratnam

Pamela Thirugnanam
Sashikala Subramaniam
Nadeeka Marasinghe
Archana Kanasamy
Anjula Sivakumaran
Anuja Sivakumaran
Dishani Sadhanandhan
Kaushalya Arulpragasam
Ciyama Thanarajah
Senthoran Sivasubramaniam
Inban Rajasingham
Sayénthan Skandaraja
Ahalya Kularatnam
Ushanth Sathyamurthi
Sugirtha Seshamany
Kaushalya Kularatnam
Shalini Rajendran
Sareeka Sivasothilingam
Duwaraka Jayakumar
Saithanya Sivagnanam
indursha Veilmuruga
Sailagini Shanmuganathan

Nilochanie Pramasiri
Kaushani Kumarajeeva
Nirojini Ganappathipillai
Sakuja Paramasivam
Januvi Sandrasakaran
Sajintha Navaratnam
Saranya Jayasekaran
Jeevitha Vythilingam
Agalya Somasundaram
Sureka Vasanthakumar
Mirnalini Somasundara lyar
Sujithra Selvendra
Prasadini Perera
Gayathri Ramakrishnan
Sujatha Manoharan
Sugratha Krishnan |
Saranya Pasu Pathinathan
Dayanith Nagadevan
Anusuja  Shanumuganathan
Rubinya Yoganthan
Laharinyan Yoganathan
Sinthuthareni  Periathambi
Tharshigha Thavaratnam-
Krithika Sivagnanam
Jalinee Sriramanakumar
Shalini Srinivasa Sarma
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IMPORTANT EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE
FROM 1902 TO 2002

1902 apmev 2002 ovemy
It 1pdHbHul BBILNIIHBIT

ABIGlY - HSBFMU afCUBTIHHIT GloarJaUISILTHeTTenT,

1902

Vivekananda Society Founded in 13th

July 1902

First AGM - 15th July 1903 and mem-

bership total 35

% Inauguration of Library took place on
19th Dec 1903 in the presence of
a very large Concourse of people.

The Society

% Persons who recognise the Authority
of the Vedas are elligible to be
come member of society. The
enterance fee is only one rupee
and monthly subscription fifty cents
payable before 10th of every month.

1905

The Secretarit of the Society
63 Wolfendhal street colombo.

1911

% 1st March 1911shifted to 45,
Wolfendhal street owing to the
failure of water supply.

< Swamis Birthday celebrated on
5-2-1911 0ona grand scale at the
Ginthupitiya Theatre Hall.

(2
‘.0

Coronation celebration. His Majesty
the King was celebrated on 22.06.1911.
Rice was doled out to the large

afCaIsTIn 5 FenL

number of the poor and cloth was
also distributed to this in need.
A beautifully illuminated address to
His Majesty was presented through
His excellency the Governor in a
silver casket.

1912

3rd place of Society shifted to Dam
street Colombo in January 1912,

1918

56th Birthday of Swami Vivekananda
15th January 1918 Celebrated at
the Poly Technic Hall kindly lent
by Mr. Lawrie Muttu Krishna.

1919

A meeting presided by C. Namasivayam
held on 21st November 1918 to
offer to His Majesty the King our loyal
Congratulation and to express our
feeling of satisfaction at the succesful
termination of the war. The resolution
was duly conveyed by the Society
President through His excellency the
Governor to His majesty the King.
An acknowledgement was received.
The succesful termination of the
great war by feeding thousands of
the poor in St Paul’s ward the entire
cost of which was borne by the
President C.Namasivayam.



% Two extra ordinary meetings were
heldin 1919 one on the 8-3-1919
for authorizing the managing committee
to purchase premises No 61 Hill Street
Colombo. and the other on 7-6-1919

- for amending the constitution with

a view to registration of the society

under ordinance No 16 of 1891.

The long cherished desire of the
members to provide a house worthy of
the great cause have in a way
materialised during this year (1919).

The House and garden known as the
Wasala Walauwa at Hill street Colombo
has been purchased for Rs.33,500/- in
the names of messers C.Namasivayam
J.P. T.Sockanathan C.Suntram CCS Dr
M.M.Kumarasamy messers H.Thirvilangam
C.Perumalpillai and A .Cellappa - as
Trustees.

The purchase of the property would
have been almost impossible but for the
prompt help of the president in paying
the full amount of Rs. 2,500/= of his
subscription for the building fund
immediately after purchase had been
arranged for.

The property is however subject to
a mortgage for Rs. 20.500 carrying an
interest at 10% per annum

1920

The celebration of the 58th birthday
of Swami Vivekananda and opening of
the new home of the Society came of
on the 29th March 1920 at the Society
New Hall which was neatly decorated
for the occasion. Formal opening of the
new home by the Hon, Mr.P.Ramanathan
KC. C.M.G.

1924
The Society having been registered
as a Specially Authorised Society under

the ordinance No 16 of 1891 on the
second day of July 1923. The Society
was thankful to H.E. the Governor for
having = been pleased to exempt the
Society from the provision of section
5(4) of the above mentioned ordinance
which require the word ‘Limited’ to
appended to every registered society-
an appendage which we felt to be
inappropriate in the case of a Religious
Institution like ours. The registration has
secured a legal status to the Society
quite benefitting its age and importance.
The 61st 62nd Birthday of Srimath
Swami Vivekanandaji were celebrated.,
The new item in this celebration was
an oratorial contest in Tamil.

Mr. A.Nadaraja won the prize in 1923
and Mr.M. Vairavapilli in 1924

1925

“The Vivekanandan” - A Thamil
Magazine Swami Vipulananda the 1st
Editor.

1926

24th march 1926 opeing of the
School with 25 childrens Srimath Swami
Vipulanantha and Sachchithananda
Rajayogigal officiated at the opening cer-
emony. ’

The Servants of Kataragama Pilgrims
Society was inaugurated. With President
of the Vivekananda Society as their
President (Hon.Mr.A.Mahadeva) a home
at forbes Road, Colombo - 10.

1927
% Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to the Socity

% 1st local Manager Vivekananda
Vidiyalayam Mr. C.Perumalpillai
until 05-7-1929



1929

% Vivekananda book Depot opened
on 4th May 1929

% Religious instruction to the Inmates
of the Hendala Leper Asylum (75
Inmates)

1930

% Visit of his Holiness Srimat Swami
Saravanandagi to Ceylon in Connection
with the opening of the H/Q of
the Ramakrishna Mission-During their
stay in Colombo the Swamiji and
his Collegueswere.in the Society
till the Ashram at Wellawatte, was
opened.

% First Hindu Religious Examination in
15th February 1930,

1931

Padit Jawaharlal Nehru and Srimathie
Kamala and Indra Nehru Visited the
Society.

% First anniversary of Sir P.Ramanathan
death was celebrated on 13-12-1931

The celebration took the shape of a
public meeting held at the town Hall
under the auspicious of the society.
Mr. A. Mahadeva Presided the meeting
and M/s A.E. Kenenman. Francis de
Soysa K.C. H.A.P. Sandrasegare K.C
George Caldera H.Nalliah and
J.V.Chelliah addressed the gathering.

% Sri P.Ramanthan Oratorial Contest
in English was held - Out of the 15
candidates who entered the contest
3 were Chosen at a semi final
contest held on 12-12-31 In the
final contest Mr.C.S.Kumarakulasinghe
was the best speaker and presented
with the Ramanathan Gold Medal.

1932

The Siddhanatha Paditha and Bala
Panditha Examination was conducted by
the Society.

Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabhai has
offered to award a Gold Medal worth
Rs. 40/= annually to the candidate who
comes 1st in the Siddhantha Panditha
Examination.

1933

Residential Section Committee since
Sept 1st undertaken the management
of a hostel.

1934

< Electric Light have been installed
at the Society

% The negotiation began with Ceylon
Saiva Paribalana Sabai in May 1933 at
last came to a sucessful end on the
5th July 1934. When they lent us a sum
of Rs.9000/= at 8% per annum. This
enabled to pay off the debt that was
due to the estate of the late
Mr.S.Olaganathan Chettiar and on
which interest at 10% per annum.

% 34 Hill Street, Colombo

1936

% General Manager Hindu Board of
Education has instructed all Hindu
Teachers of the 87 Schools under his
management that they should co-oper-
ate with the Society by presenting chil-
dren for our Religious Examination.

The Municipality acquired an infini-
tesimal part of land at the junction of
Hill Street, and Van Rooyen Street, and
paid Rs.210/= for the land on condi-
tion that we built the boundary wall
ourselves.



1937

The Saiva Paribalana Sabai which
was resuscitated during the year is
using one of our rooms as their office on
a monthly rental of Rs. 17/50. The Society
Hall has also been placed at their disposal
for meetings.

1938

Sithantha Panditha and Balapanditha
Examination have been suspended from
this year.
1940

The Ceylon Saiva Paribalana Sabai
wanted repayment of the sum of the
Rs.900/ = lent to the Society.

< On the recommendation of the
select committee appointed at the
A.G.M the special General Meeting held
on 14-12-1940 authorized the council
management to raise a fresh loan and
settle the debt due to the Ceylon Saiva
Paribalana Sabai.

Accodingly the Society Premises
were mortgaged to Mr.S.K.R.lyer of
Colpetty and the debt to the Ceylon
Saivaparipalana Sabai was settled on
14-12-1940. The Ceylon Saiva
Paribalana Sabai waived the interest due
to them from April to December 1940.

1943

Fiftieh Anniversary of the Parliament
of Religions at Chicago under the joint
auspices of the Ramakrishna Mission
and the Vivekananda Society the 50th
Anniversary of the Parliament of religion
at chicago was celibrated at the
Society premises on 19th Sept. 1943.
Mr.M.S.Aney representative of the Govt
of India presided Tributes were paid by
the president Mr. S. Natesan M.S.C.

Srimath Swami Vipulanandaji Mr.
R.L.Perea K.C. (who is one of the few
now left in Ceylon who had seen and
heard Swami Vivekananda,) Mr.N.K.
Choksy and Dr.T. Nallainathan.

% Chair for Tamil at the Ceylon
University. We are glad to state that the
initiative taken by the Society in this
connection has born fruit. As a result of
the efforts of the Society and other
organisation a separate chair has been
created at the University for Tamil. It is
our good fortune that a scholar of the
eminence of Srimath Swami
Vipulanandaji has filled the chair. Our
thanks are due to the Ramakrishna
Mission for permitting the Swamiji to
come over to Ceylon and taken up this
work in response to our request.

< Broadcating on days of Religious
Significance to the Hindus.

1947

Death of Srimath Swami Vipulanandaji
Dr. Ananda K.Coomarasamy
{Honorary Members of the Society)

< Anthieshdi Madam

During the course of the last year we
have been able to satisfy a long felt need
of the Hindu Public in Colombo for a
Madam at Mutuwal where they could
perform Anthieshdi and other religious
ceremonies. We have obtained on lease
from Government a land and building at
Mutwal and members of the Hindu
Public have already began to use the
madam for purposes of Anthieshdi.

% India‘’s new Status.

It was during the period under review
that mother India regained her freedom.



The first Indian Governor General His
Excellency Sri Rajagopalachari a devout
follower and colleaque of Mahatma
Gandhi. Ceylon had the good fortune
and previlage of receiving this eminent
Hindu on two occasions. On his last visit
5 years ago Sri Rajagopalachari appealed
to all Hindus to give their fullest
support to the Vivekandanda Society.
We recall Sri Rajagopalachari fervent
appeals to the Hindiu public to assist
our Society and thus serve our religion.

1950

Saiva Siddhanta Conference.

The Hindus of Colombo enjoyed the
unique privilage of witnessing the 44th
annual sessions of the Saiva Siddhanta
Maha Samajan of Madras held in Co-
lombo on the 7th 8th and 9th January
1950. on an invitation extended to the
Samajam by the Society.

1951

Hindu Religious and cultural Centre
at Colombo Fort. In 1948 the Society
to Govt for a Crown land in the fort for
establishing a Religious and Cultural
centre for the benefit of the thousands
of Hindu employed in the fort. On
reading an announcement in one of the
Dailies that the govt had allocated lands
to four Religious Institutions including
the Vivekananda Society, a letter was
sent to the land commissioner request-
ing  confirmation of the happy news.

1952
Anthieshdi Maham

The building on the Polt of land
opposite the Hindu Temple at Mutwal
which was acquired in 1947 was
washed away by sea erosion and what
remains is unsuitable for religious needs.

1954

Golden. Jubilee Celebrations

‘The celebration of the Societys’
Golden Jubilee on the 16th 17th & 18th
March 1954. The celebration were
inaugurated by Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pan-
dit, President of the United Nations
Organisation General assembly.

The society has been declared an
approved chairty by the Hon. minister
of Finance.

1955
All Ceylon Hindu Federation
Proposals for the formation of an All
Ceylon Hindu Organisation for the
purpose of promoting and safeguarding
the general interests and well being of
the Hindus of Ceylon was placed
before the Society during the year,
The council - of management which
considered these proposals welcomed
the movement and decided to join
the proposed federation and nominated
15 deligates the Maximum number
allotted to any single federating unit -
to represent the Society. The All Ceylon
Hindu Federation was inaugurated on
6-2-55.

1955
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1967 Festivals at Katharagama

The Seventh Festival at Kataragama
and the first Somavaram festivel at
Thiruketheeswaram were performed by
the Society members.
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THE BIRTH OF VIVEKANANDA SOCIETY

Our predecessors keenly felt the necessity “for a Religious Society for the promotion
. of Spiritual knowledge among the Hindu young men of Colombo” and a notice dated
18th june, 1902, was circulated among the Hindus covening a meeting on the 13th July
1902., to Inaugurate a Society. In the meantime (on 4-7-02) our revered Swamiji cast
off his mortal coil. We invite your kind attention to these facts and dates for reasons
which could be apparent later. Here we will aliow the First Annual Report to speak for
itself : '

“The inaugural meeting was held on 13th July, 1902 nine days after the passing of
Sirimat Swami Vivekananda and in selecting a name to the Society it was impossible not
to connect with it the name of the departed Patriot-sage, the “Conqueror of Chicago”
who had done yeoman service to our Religion and the fruits of whose labour are still
being gathered in and out of Aryawarta.”

A report submitted by the Society on 19th December 1903 says that the Society’s
object is “the study and dissemination of the Sanantana Dharma {Religion enternal) and
the promotion of wisdom. Love and Fraternity” and it was named the Vivekananda
Society “ in commemoration of the late patriot-sage”

We are compelled to remind you that our religion Sanatana Dharma-is iternal. It was
not founded by any man. It is not based upon persons but on principles. There were of
course, Rishis (Mantra Drishtas Seers of Thought) and Munis who discovered the mass
of knowledge known as the Vedanta and Siddhanta and who gave us the benefit of their
discovery; but-none of them was the founder is our Religion and none of them claimed
our allegiance him personally. There were also Acharyas, great teachers who were born
in different times and emphasised on certain phases of our Dharma which required
emphasis in their, times. Many of us believe that Swami Vivekanandaji was one of them
and revere him as such




VIVEKANANDA SOCIETY
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