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May He Livelong

Nnvaaliyer N; Satchchithananthan,
Palhalai Puravalar,

We have in Sri Lanka a handful of Gurus of the Hindu
Ecclesiastical order, learned in the Vedas, Agamas, Upanishas
and other allied Fields of knowledge, which form the bedrock
of the Hindu Institution

Among these few, we count upon His Holiness K. Nagules-
wara Kurukkal the Chief Incumbent of the Naguleswara Deva-
sthanam, Keerimalai who belongs to a reputed lineage of
Gnrus respected and venerated for thier Learning and Disci-
pline not only by the Hindu Clergy and the Laity, but also
by those of the other Faiths.

I had the rare opportunity of living close to the Nagu-
leswaram Devesthanam and to have been known to his holi-
ness and also to have been associated with him during the
mid Eighties. He continuesto be a source of inspiration to me.

His Holiness who holds the service to Shiva as the Be'
all and End’ all of His life. would have suffered the greatest
pain of mind on account of the destruciion caused to His
Temple by the evil forces

But, He never looked back. His one and the only purpose
in life is to have the Temple restored to its past glory. He
leaves no Stone unturned in this effort.

May His Almighty shower His blessing on His Holiness
Naguleswara Kurukkal and bestow long life on Him, to ena-
ble Him to.have the temple restored and to be of Service
to His Almighty and to the Humanity.
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Case of the missing idols,

Vandalism or sacrilege?

Damages to religious sites during
conflict situations recently became an
international issue with the focus of atten-
tion on the threat issued by the Taleban
militia to destroy the famous Bamiyan
Buddha statue in Afghanistan. It nceds
no repetition that since early days of his-
tory. Sri Lanka too witnessed destruction
of religious places of worship during times
of war. The Nahuleswaram Temple at
Keerimalai is a case in point.

One of the four famous Eeswarams
of Lord Siva in Sri Lanka, Nahuleswa
ram, which is situated by the sea at Keeri-
malai -and about 1,5 km from Kankesan
thurai. was badly damaged during military
operations in 1990 following the outbreak
of armed hostilities betwecn the SriLanka
security forces and the LT T E commo-
nly known as Eelam War 3, The Nahu
leswaram Sivan Temple which has Lord
Siva as the presidng Deity is one of the
Eeswarams, the others being Thirukkones
waram, Munneswaram, Thirukketheeswa
ram which are in Trincomalee  Chilaw

and Mannar respectively. This temple was

earlier destroyed by the portuguese and
later restored, It was once again destroyed
by an accidental fire in 1918 and rebuilt.

On October 18, 1990, which was
. one of the most sacred days of fasting
for Hindus, Kethara Gowri, this spiritually
significant, temple came under aerial attack.

3

Continuous aerial bombing and shelling
caused extensive damages to the temple
and its invaluable assets.

All the people living in the area
includtng ‘the Chief Pricst had to flee
for safety following the acrial - attack.
Since the bombardment. thesc areas have
been out of bounds for civilians.

Sivasiri Nahuleswara . Kurukkal, is
the traditional lawful custodian and the
the Chief Priest of Nahuleswaram. who
was in Colombo, When Weekend Express
met him. he wasin a depressed state of
mind over the present condition of the
Nahuleswaram, '

The priest alleged that very valua-
ble statues of deities, which were left
behind in the temple after the military
operations, had disappeared. Revealing
this in an exclusive interview with- Weekend
Express, the Chief priest
Kurukkal who had visited the temple
Jannary 22 1997, with a deleg ation
including the Jaffna AGA and ‘some
other government officials, with:the per-
mission of the defence ministry, said
that he was shocked to see that most
of the Vikkrahams (statues) and others
were mising. This was corroborated by
the Jaffra Additional Government Agent,
T. Vythilinkam in his report to S. Sivan
anthan, Additional Secretary. Ministry of

Nnhuleswara
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Pian Implementation, Ethnic Affairs and
National Integration. (We reproduce here
the copy of the report)

The Chief priest stated further that
some of the items missing are thc statues
(Vikkrahams) of Lord Nadesar, which is
in the form of the Cosmic Dance of Lord
Siva in Chithamparam, Lord Balaskanda
or Balasubramaniyar, who is also known
as Kataragama Deviyo, Lord Thecdsadanar
Lord Chandrasegarar. Goddess Ambal, Go
ddess Thecpaluxmy (Ambal with lamp),
Sages Pathanjali and. Viyakrapathar, AH
these itcms were made of an alloy of §
metals by Indian artisans of Kumbako
nam centuries ago. All of them have spi
ritual significance and are considered inva
luable. In addition these are statues
of rare cultura! and artistic creative work

with immense archaeological value,

He further lamcnted that even the
(nine planets)
and Lord Shanmugam which are made
of granite and would not have had any
mohetary value, had also bcen taken away
by the vandals. The Theepaluxmy statue
was the only statue of this kind in the
Isfand. He further found it puzzling as
of Lord Buddha has
now come to be placed under the Bo-
tree which stands in frout of the pillaiar
(Ganesh) Temple.

statues of Navakgrahams

to how a statue

Nahuleswaram Sivan Temple.

ancient temple said to be built

an
almost

5,000 years ago, according to Kurukkal

- 1996 who also tabled a

ced. He also expressed

ismos t sacred tothe Hindus of this country
as much as Banaras (Kaasi) and Ramesh-
waram are to the Hindus of India and
Buddhagaya to the Buddhist. The cerem
onial rites to the deparied souls are per
formed here as in Benaras and - Ramesh
waram  All these ceremonial rites comme~
the
Nahuleswaram Sivan Temple. The presence
of the statue of Lord Siva, refcrred to
as Kasinathar,

nce by the seaside and end up at

is another reason for the
rites to be performed here for the departed
souls.

This
parliament by S. Sivathasan. Member of
parliament for Jaffna on 13 November

issue was earlicr raiscd in

letter addressed
to the President by Nahuleswara Kuruk-
kal. The visit to the site by the delegation
was the first follow - up measures taken
by
numerous complaints
bodies.

the government in the wake of

made by religious

The question that arises and rem-
of this
That the
particular area had been under military
control and deserted, follwing the bomb-
ing, raises certain obvious questions,
The Kurukkal issued an appeal to the
idols and
statues of deities be located and icpla
the desire that
the temple would be re-built and restored

ains unansweaed is the source

vandalism and  sacrilege,

government that the missing

to its pristine and spititual status.
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Mr. S. Sivananthan,

Aditional Secretary,

Ministry

of plan Implementation, Ethnic Affairs,

and National Integration,
No. 152 - Galle Road,
Colombo 3

Dear Sir,

Visit to Sri Naguleswara Swamy Temple, Keerimalai

I, On receipt of the copy of your letter dated 09-01.97 addressed to O. O. C.
Palaly and the discussion the Chief Priest ¢f the temple had with me,
arrangements were made to visit the temple on 22-01-97

2. The following delegation visited the temple as progammed :
Mr K, Naguleswara Kurukkal — Chief Priest
Mr. T. Vythilinkam — Addl Govt Agent.
Mr, A, Mahalingam —r Asst. Director, Hindu Cultural Affairs
Mr, K. Sivalinkam — G. S Naguleswaram,
{Representing Div, Secretary Vali Nor )
Mr. M Ramadasan — Engineering Consuitant,
Mr S. Paramanathan — Temple Adviser.
Mr. §. Sivebalan — Temple Adviser,
3. The Kankesanthurai Army Brigade Office provided all assistance to inspect
the temple and assess the damages,

4 The
The
1ty
The
The
The

The

following observations were made :

inner yard and iromtage of the temple are kept clean by the Secu
personnel,

North East cornmer of the temple is completely damaged.
wall and roof are open to the sky due to damage and is open.
beams, rafters and reapers are exposed to sun and rain,

temple is open without any security.

Several deities inside the temple and connected decorations are not seen.

From huge brass lamps to small items like connected with the daily
pooja are not seen, Expensive caldrons and big utensils used for cooking
during amsgiving time are also missing,
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All sacred paintings depicting the divine acts of Lord Shiva are defaced.
All chariots and vaganams used during festival are damaged and beyond
repair. )
The residental quarters of the Chief Priest and that of his assistant are.
completely damaged,

The car used by the Chief Priest is also in an abandoned state.

In general the temple will have to be fully renovated. The Chief Priest
has informed me that ‘he is taking steps to prepare the necessary estimates
to repair, rebuild and refurnish the temple to be submitted to the
authorities concerned. ‘ :

Yours faithfully,

(T. Vythilinkam)

Addl. Govt, Agent.

copy to. 1. O O,C. Palaly
Sivasri K. Naguleswarakurukkal,

Mr. A, Mahalinkam, Asst. Director, Hindu Cultural Affairs
Jaffua,

4, Div. Secretary - Vali North.

Weekend Express
Overview
Saturday May 10 - Sunday May 11, 1997.
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Shri Naguleswaram Shivan Temple Keerimalai

History and Sanctity

On this happy occasion of cele-
brating the Diamond Jubilee of
most Reverend Guru Shivasiri Nagules.
wara Kurukkal, it is not out ot place
but relevant to review the historical
background and growth of the Keeri-

malai Shivan Temple in which he served

our

and still serving as the Chief Priest and

administrator The templeis also known as

Naguleswaram It is famous in all three

holy aspects of Sanctity namely 'Stha-
lam, Moorthy, and Theertham’. In ancient
times it was konown as ‘Thiruthambales-
waram’, Atter it was consecrated by Nagula
myni (sage), it came to be known as
‘Néguleswaram’, It is situated on the nor-
thern sea coast of the Jaffna Peninsula
near the Nagulamountain (Hill) where the
saltish seawater &freshwater conflnence The
Holy* Theerthem? is at this spot. It is belived
that ‘Shiva Rupa and Shakti Rupa’ con-
fluence here and hence its sanctity and
purity. This *Theertham’ is otherwish kno-
wn as ‘Kandaki Theertham’, Saivites ba-
the in this Holy water and derive many
merits and benefits. Prolonged ilinesses get
cured. Concentrated meditation also results
by a dip in this ‘Theertham’,

Mr. A. Visvanathan,
Rted - Vice Principal,
Alaveddy.

In connection with this Holy ‘Theer-
tham’ a myth says as fellows. Long ago
a sage by thc name Suthama sat on the
left side of mountain Meru and was doing
penance, A hunter named Durtharan some-
how came under his wrath and the sege
cursed him. As a result the hunter got his
face changed intoc that of a mongoose.
The hunter got shivered through fear and
begged for mercy from the sage. He took
pity on the hunter and addressed him as
follows ‘By my blsseing you are cleansed
and become purified, and further said that,
to the south of Vadaranya sea there is an
Island called Lanka. On its northern side
there is a high mountain, If you go there and
perform Karma yoga you will not only
get rid of your mongoose face but also
attain emancipation (moksha). So saying
the sage instructed him as to how the
Karma yoga to be performed and sent
him off to trod the right path.

The mongoose faced hunter came

here, bathed in the Holy Ganga Theer-

tham and started performing Karma yoga
seated on the side of the mountain. By
performing these acts for many years
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Lord Shiva with his consort Uma and
youngest son Skanda appeared before the
hunter in the form of ‘Somaskanda’ and
showered His Blessings on him, The hun-
ter now came to be known as Nagula
mani (Nagula meaning mongoose), Nagula
muni worshipped Somaskanda to his heart
content, The Lord Shiva being pleased with
the hunter sage briefed him as follows
‘Oh wise man, your face will now be trans-
formed as a handsome one. This mount
ain where you sat and performed your
penance will hereafter be called ‘Nagula
Giri’, The place. where I appeared before
you and blessed you will hereafter be
called *Naguleswaram’ and my name will
be ‘Naguleswarar’ and my consort’s name
will be ‘Nagulambikai’. The Holy Theer-
tham in which you had your dip will be
‘Naguleswara Theertham’. After revealing
these to the Nagula muni the Lord Shiva
disappeared. The sage continued his pen-

anee here 1ill he attained emancipation
(moksha)
With this myth there is another

one also in connotation with the above.
Kanagangi, the queen of Tissa Ugra the
Chola King gave birth to a daughter

named Maruthappuraveeravalii with the hor-
se face as a result of a curse pronounced
by a Kinnara woman having a horse
face, The princess was subject to many
incurble diseases as well. Through shame
and utter frustration. she  bathed in seve-
ral Holy ‘Theerthams’ and worshipped
the Lord Shiva, One night the Lord Nagu.
eswara appeared in her dream as a Saint
and revealed to her as follows : Oh Maru.
thapuraveeravalli, “The Naguleswara Holy
water (Theertham) that lies at Keerima-
lai on the northern sea coast of the
Jaffna Peninula is and purerer
than even the Holy Ganga water. If you
bathe in that ‘Theertham’ you will enjoy
your desired effect’’., so revealing the
Lord disappeared. Accordingly the princess
did and got cured of her diseases and
got the horse face transformed into human
face.

holier

Many others of great prominenc
like Emperor Musukuntha, Rama. Nalan,
Arjuna and Sugangithan came on pilgri.
mage. bathed in the Holy ‘Theertham.
worshipped Shri Nagulambhika sametha
Naguleswara Swamy and not only fulfi-
lled their desires but also acquired mys-

tical powers and several other boons,

———————
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Shivasiri K. Naguleswara Kurukkal and

His Achigvements

Re#eren.,d Shivasri Naguleswara Kuru
kkal is celebrating his Diamond Jubi-
lee. Thus .it is not out of place to have
on record of his life histsry and  the
achievements that goes to his credit.as
the Chief Priest and -Adheenam’ -admiz
nistrator. of the Keerimalai Shivan Temple,

Adheenams or Temples
prommence and _popularity by their acbl-
evements in the field of Rehglous Cul-
tural and Arc_hrtectural In this
respect Keerimalai Naguleswara _adheenam
and Mavidapuram Murugan adheenam
stand in the forefront, Their origin too
is of centuries back, The chief Prlests
of ‘these two Adheenams from times yore
were and are direct descendants of ‘Aadl
Sivachariya’ dynasties, Further these two
adheenams have close connections from
the very beginning. Both are famous in
the Holy Trinity aspects of ‘Moorthy>
Sthalam, Theertham’. Keerimalai ‘Theert.
ham’ remains common to both.

come to

Taffalrs

In both adheenams, it is the Chief
Priest who stood alone and toiled hard

for the promotion of religious, cultural

Mr A. Visvanathan,
-Rted - Vice -Principal,
Alaveddy,

and architectural matters in their respe.
ctive temples. The people -around, who
patronized -the tcmples’ rendered : physical
and financial assistance. - The whole work
of planning .and .execution was _done by
the chief  Priests. © The congregations,
especially the learned among . them were
highly - pleased with the growth. and the
progress the temples achieved«in.: many
fields of activities.- Their joy -kmew .no
bounds and. they wished whole heimﬁ:
dly to bring the two Adheenams .still
closer to each other. This they planned

the Priests :of the - twg Adheenan;

Keerimalai Adheena . Brahmins are
descendants of Bharatwaja Dynasty and

‘those of Mavai Adheenam are from the

Kasyappah Dynasty. The relationship bet-
not of yes-
terday or today but from times of yore,
The intermarriage of Naguleswara Kuru-

ween the two dynasties is

kkal of Keerimalai Shivan Adhcenam and

Maharajasri Shanmuganatha Kurukkal of
Mavai Murugan Adheenam with each oth-
er’s sisters will testify to this fact., Anot-
her co - incidence is that the two Bro-
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thers - in - law ‘are born unier the same
constellation - stars, Boosham. what a
Divine act is this. The inter marriage was
never premeditated. Thus it is not wrong
‘to say that marriage are made in heaven.

Now, let us pause for a moment and
look in to the achievemsnts of our Re-
verend Naguleswara Guru. An ordinary
Brahmin priest cannot become a Sivacha-
riyar overnight. He has to acquire several
accomplishments, ‘Karana Agamam’ define
their requirements as follows: He must
be married and his spouse alive. He must
be of good Character and conduct. He
must not hove any physical defacts and
look handsome. Hemust have a thorough
knowledge of both theoritical and pract-
ical knowledge of all temple ‘Kriyas’
as prescribed in the ‘Saiva Agamas’

Priest Naguleswarar had all these
qualifications. He was consecrated and
initiated o the status of a Sivachariyar
by our most Reverend Kumaraswamy
Kurukkal (poputorly known as Sella Kuru-
kkal) of Mavidapuram. Sivachariyar Nagu-
leswara Kurukkal thus became the reposi-
tory of all things. exemplaiy. All people
in different walks of life liked
respected him and honoured him.

him,

Birth and Education:

Sivasri Naguleswara Kurukkal was
born in may 1925 under the star Boosam.
His father was* Sivasti Kumaraswamy
Kurukkal, the then Adheena administrator
of Keerimalai Sivan temple, His mother
was Annammah, the youngest daughter

of Sivasri Subramaniya Kurukkal alias

Ratha Kurukkal of Mavai Adheenam. He
was - born and bred at Maviddapuram in
her mother’s house, As such - he’ spent
his childhood wunder the care and sup-
ervision of his grand - father, the famous
Sivasri Ratna Kurukkal. Sivasri Ratna’
Guru being a very orthodox Brahmin,
saw that all purificatory rites (Samskaraé)
solemnized to his grandson. at proper
age and time. '

He had his primary education at
Pannalai Sir Kanagasabai Vidyalayam under
erudite Pundit Kathirippillai and his en_
glish education at Kankesanthurai Nade.
swara College -under . Chandrasoodamani
Iyer. Thus he became fluent to read,
converse and write in both ‘lang'uag_es
Tamil and Eenglish“ ' ‘ -

Naguleswarar being born and bred
in an aristocratic and orthodox Brahmin
family, he had to learn and acquire a
good knowledge of Sanskrit as well, He
joined the Sanskrit Praseena Padasalai
‘Scho‘ol) which fugctioned on the westérn
side of Keerimalai Sivan temple and
began to study Sanskrit under the guid.
ance of Erambhar Iyer of Mathagal. His
fathar also taught him Sankrit. He also
acquired ‘a good knowledge of the Vedas,
Agamas. Dharma Sastras, Kiruktas, Epics
etc. His father being an expert in perf-
orming temple Kriyas, the son assisted
him and thereby <ained theoritical anq
practical knowledge of temple Rituals. Thus
ha became competent enough to be ini-
tiated to the status of a Sivachariyar.
In 'may 1946 Naguleswara Sarma was
initiated by Reverend Kumaraswamy Kuru:

kkal (Sella Kurukkal)’ and become a



— 26 —

fully bloomed Sivachariyar of the high-
est order with the ‘Theedchai name’
Beswara Sivachariyar.

He relieved his father in performing
the daily poojas. On special occasions of
high festivity he took the role of reading
‘Paththasees’ where his father, grand father
and great grand father performed rituals
of very high order. Thus he became
dexterous in all brauches of temple ritu-
als which is an important requisite for
orthodox Sivachariyar of eminence.

Succession as Adhezena Karthar
of Shri Nagualeswaram Temple :

In Decmber 1947 his beloved fa he,
breathed his last. Legally and according
to Family tradiuon Naguleswara Kuru-
kkal had to shoulder the responsbilty of
Adheena Karthar ot Naguleswara Tem-"
ple. He was only twanty two years old
then. Bven then he gladly and coura
geously took up the responsib ility and
spared no pains in building up the temple
to the present condition. His enthusiasm,
moral courage and the interlectual, thec-
retical and practical knowledge he gained
from his father, grand father and great
grand father stood in goodstead. Leade-
rship and Temple administration are quali-
ties he imbibed from his father-in-law.
These are boons that stood to his credit.

Progress of the Sivan Temple uader
Naguleswara Kurukkal

Alter the lapse. of many years the
temple had its Kumbhabishckam in 1953,
From this year onwards annval High
Festivals were conducted to God Nagu-

leswara. From 1961 separate High Festi-
vals were conducted to Goddess. Nagu-
lambhikai. The Kurukkal planned the High
Festivals well and with forethought, so
that the Car Festival of the Sivan Temple
may fall on the Maha - Sivarathiri day
after 15 days festvals and that of the
Nagulambhikai on the Hindu New Year
after 12 days festivals. On these occasions
he funetioned singly in many capacities,
He was the Mhotsava Sivachariyar, Chief-
priest and’ Adhecna Karthar to look after
the - administration. and the chief director
and supervisor of all matters taking place
in the temple. This will suffice to guage
his ability and capacity. To promote
temple worship and devotion to religious
matters among the common folk, he star-
ted performing the following special fes~
tinals: Prathosha Viratham, Navarathiri,
Thiruvembavai, Nadesar Abhishekams,
Soma Vara Viratham, Yama Sankaram.
Panguni Uththiram, Somaskanda festival
Gowri Nonbhu ctc Many other similar
things go to his credit.

Renovations to the Temple :

Kurukkal®s attention fell to repair
the Temple Thoopees (Domes). He got
the repairs done by the famous sthapathy
(architect) Sivakolunthu, The base of the
Domes was rpaired and decorations done
with coloured cement The upper porti-
ons were polished and painted with mult-
various colours. On the surrounding wallg
puranic and historical facts. of the temple
are drawn and painted, The Kurukka
got all these paintings done by Thedc-
hanamoorthy, artist and sculptor of Ala-
veddy. His enthusiasm and interest did nol
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stop with these, He toiled hard to get
constructed new Chariots, Chapparam and
Vahanams. Surrounding walls were built
around the temple premises. A flower
garden and water tank were new addi-
tions to the temple,

Apart from all these, the most im-
portant Thiruppany was the construction
of a Raja Gopuram on tne eastern entr-
ance of the temple, Foundation for this
project was laid in 1982 and the base
work was done up to a height of 16
feet. Further work on this could not be
continued because of the
country.

war our

Even so every hindu believes and
has confidence thet Raja Gopuram work
will be continued and ecompleted at thg
carliest by the Grace of God Nagules-
warar, In this connection one thin
caonot go unsaid. Whenver the Kurukkal
plans to start a npew Thirupany, the mag=
nanimous Grace of the Lord Almighty
never failed him. Contributions flow volu
ntarily. Surely this is but Divine Grace

Kuinkkul’s service in other Temples :

He served as ofticiating chief Priest
continuously for three years during Maho-
tsava (High Annual Festival) from 1952
at Thaiyiddy Pillaiyar Temple. In 1966 he
served in the same capacity at the Malla-
kam Neelaiambanaj Pillaiyar Temple.

In 1985 he officiated as Mahotsava
Chief Priest at Maviddapuram Kandasamy
Temple., The admiration and the joy the
cangregation felt at that time knew no
bounds,

In 1975, Polikandy Kandasamy Tem-
ple had the fortune to get his service.
In 1981 he was the prime prathishdha
Guru to instal Subramanya in the same

temple on the occasion ~of jts Kumba-
hishekam.

At Tellippalai Durga Temple, it is
he who installed Balasubramaniyar as a
parivara Moorthy. '

His services were not confined to
temples alone. Schools too had the rare
chance of enjoying his servigces. Nades-
wara  College in K. K. S. and Union
College at Tellippalai had Goddeess Buva-
neswari installed in thejr respective Coll~
eges for the benfit of students worship
and prayer.

In short, we can say that temples
in the Jaffna Peninsula had his services
in some form or other,

Sahastra (1000) Jothir
Mandala Sangabhishekam :

Kurukkal is by nature very keen to
cultivate and strengthen piety and holiness
in the minds of common Hindu. with
this view in mind he approached learned
specialists like Vyakarana Sironmany Bra-
hmasiri Seetharama Sastri and with his
advice and guidance he performed the
Sahastra Jothir Mandala Sangabhishekam
in 1958. Thousands and thousands of
devoties participated donating lavishly
offerings like honey, ghee, Deepams and
flowers. A platform was raised in the shape
of Mahameru and five brightly burning
deepams were fixed under which were
arranged Conches and worshipped. Up to
this day no such Sangabhisheckam was
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solemnized in any temple in the Penin
sula.

His Social Services other
than in Temples :

For the propagation of Saiva Sid-
dhanta among hindu grown ups and to
inculcate _Saiva habits among sehool going
youngstefs, a Sabha by the name of
«Sivaneri Khalzaham” was started with
its office at Keerimalai Sivan Temple,
Naguleswara Kurukkal was  its Patron
Competitions were yearly held among the
Schools children in the north and prizes.
certificates were awarded to the first three
or five winners, Kurukkal’s contributions
in “this field was valuable and highly
commended by one cnd all

In 1967, ‘Saiva Anudana’ Sabha
was inaugurated at Keerimalai and Kuru-
Kkal was the Patron of this Sabha as
well. This Sabha was. not able to achi-
eve much to its credit. But our Kuru-
kkal was in the forefront to carry on
propaganda against Cow killing. He led
a big proecssion with many Caws carr-
ying placards discouraging killing of Co.
ws. This act of his is ample proof of
his inward pature to do noble deeds.

Pilgrimages and Sojourns
to foreign Conotries ;

v Kurukkal has gome on pilgrimage-
to holy places both in India and Sri
Lanka. To some he went alone but 10
many with his family, In India he has
visited all important and famous temples
like Chidamparam, Thiruannamaiai, Thiru-
vanaika, Mathurai, Seerkali, Trichchi,

Kanyakumari, Rameshwaram and many
others. He visited these temples with
double purpose. Worshipping the Deities
and bathe in the Holy tanks is one
His other purpose was to observe the
Nithiya and Naimithiya poojas in the
respective temples and to improve and
introduce them in his own temple. He
also wanted to know the architectural
designs and how & where various moor-
thies (Idols) are idstalled in the temples.
He never failed to go to Kasi, First he
went alon. Later he took his family
and performed appropriste ceremonies to
his dead fore fathers offering ~ proper
oblations Hijs family members and he
had cgremonial bath in the Triverni San-
gamam (Conf:uence) and at Rameshwaram.:
Wherever he went he was well receivgd
and highly The Sri lankan
Tamils in India gave him a warm rece-
ption and honoured him much Thus he
earned name and fame not to himselef
alone but to the Brahmin community as
a whole. »

honoured.

Kurukkal was invited to countries
like Austrlia, Canada, France, Switzerland,
London, Norway by Tamils migrated to
these Countries to perform Kumbabhi-
shekams, installation of Idols, to conduct
Mahotsavams and -other special festivals.
Wherever he went he made ‘his mark,
These sojourns to other countries helped

him to collect: funds to build up his

own temple at Keerimalai.

Conducting Rudra Sivasakti
Maha Yaga at Keerimalai :

- Sivasri- Hari .Hara Narayana Kuru-
kkal, son of the elder sister of Nagu-
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leswara Kurukkal’s mother persuaded our
Guru to perform Rudra Sivasakti Maha
Yaga in the Keerimalai
The coriect performance of this Yagam
will be a panacea for evils like freedom
from poverty, food diseases,
enimity and strife among people etc, The
Yagam had to be performed continuou-
sly for 10 days, Apart from the heavy
expenditure involved, many rare things
had to be obtained. Our reverend Guru
didn’t hesitate. With full determinations
in the midst of many obstacles, he stood

Sivan Temple.

scarcity,

firm and the Yagam was conducted satis-
factorily and successfully to the amaze-
ment of all. Such is the ability and
dexterity of our Naguleswara Knrukkal,

Kurukkal’s  Married Life :

In 1948 in the month of August,
he got married to Vethanayaki Ammah
daughter of Mavi Adheena Karthar Siva-
sri S Thuraisamy Kurukkal, To them
were born three sons and five daughters.

His sons are Kumarswamy Kurukkal,
Sri Ranganatha Sarma, and Gangathara
Sarma. His daughters are Genga Devi,
Kala Devi, Narayanee, Ramanee and
Sivagamasundari. Sivasri Naguleswara
Kurukkal lives in the midst of his grand

children. to fondle with.

Now to speak of his beloved wife
Vedanayaki Ammah, words are not adeg-
uate enough to describe her sterling quali-
ties. She is an ideal wife in all respects,
According to Thiruvalluvar an ideal wife
has to possess the following characteris-
tics:

“ HmeThas sHOsTawLTh Cumiibhsms
FTETM
GerhErssiF Grriafensr Guesr '

Those who have moved closely and
know her idtimately can say unhesita-
ntly that Vedanayaki Ammah isan acc-
omplished lady with all these qualities.

She remains a good host to all guests
who go to their house, So are her hus-
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