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9th December, 1985.
Colombo.

It was a previledge to come to the Colombo Tamil Sangam ceremonies for presentation
of books from the Government of Tamil Nadu to the Sangam.

I wish the Tamil Ssngam of Colombo all success in its endeavours and well being.

J.N. Dixit,
9—12-1985 High Commissioner for India.

It is a wonder how Tamils even in such stress and plight persue their goals in great dedication.
I am really very proud to see such an organisation as Tamil Sangam. Therefore I wish this cultural
organisation will prosper and rise even more in dynamism in the coming future.

N. Kygys,

Education Unit,
British High Commission.
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COLOMBO TAMIL KALAGAM

The Secretary to the Select Committee
on Official Languages

Pursuant to the Public request made by you for Vsu'ggestion in connection with the
proposal to use Tamil and Singhalese as languages of the adminisfration, we venture to submit
the following memorandum for your consideration:

In the first place it should be appreciated that-the Public service may be conservative
in their approach to the new proposal and may not take kindly to the consequent departure
from the present routine to which they have long been accustomed. Resistance may be offered
from various sources to the introduction of this necessary step. of conducting the affairs of the
Government in the language of the people. This consideration makes it imperative that the
Government should adopt firm methods in ensuring the implementation of these proposals
To this end, in our opinion, A central Translation Bureau with the present translation stafl
incorporated in it, should be organised forthwith, with the object of helping various Depart-
ments to effect a switch ovet and of ensi ring that it is in fact done with the least possible
delay.

The present machinery for translation work is not only inadequate but also nct well
co-ordinated. The Central Translation Bureau should be made responsible for the following
functions: ‘

(@) Providing each Department with an expert translater (temporarily, if necessary)
in each of the languages, who will at once set up the machinery of routine corres-
pondence etc. and refer any difficulties to the Central Translation Bureau for advice. .

(b) Formulate a course of oral instruction to Government Officers to be held during
office hours. This course of instruction must be of brief duration and should cover
the field of ordinary routine correspondence etc.

{c) Prepare another scheme of postal correspondence course for all Government Servants
including Heads of Departments,

(@) To issue a letter writing manual containing specimen - letters of every type of corres-
- pondence which is dealt with ordinarily in Departments, and which will also ccntain
a glossary of terms necessary for such purposes.

(e) Exploring the possibility of adopting a suitable shorthand system, taking into con-
sideration the work that has already been done up to date; and of organising classes
for training Stenographers in batches in the system finally agreed upon.
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(f) Undertaking translation of important documeants, such as, manuals of standing
-orders. Public Service Regulations, imponant potifications of Departments
etc; and giving any further advice which Dcpartfnents might require in this
connection.

(g) Collecting all available glossary of technical terms (mainly administrative and
judicial) that are in current use and ccining new woids that are necessary ftor a
work-a-day basic language. For this purpose a committee of experts drawn from
people of various walks of life shculd be formed.

(h) Organise a course of Radio lessons.

The function of this Central Translation Bureau will, of course, be confined to enabling
the personal already in Service to be acclematised to the new system. We shall also have to
consider the question of preparing students in schools and professional institutions for this
system when they come into Government Service. This, of course will not arise if the medium
of instruction at every stage from Kindergarden to the University becomes Tamil and Singhalese.
‘Since it may take some time.'to effect this change completely, in the mean time, we suggest that
a part of the syllabus in Tamil and Singhalese should be devoted to basic language. This will
no doubt necessitate the formulation of a course of studies in this subject This task should
~ be entrusted to a competent committee of Board.

With regard to Law Courts it may be urged that clients may not have the best legal
assistance if the introduction of the system is enforced immediately. We admit that there is
some substance in this contention, but we are of the opinion that administration of justice will
not suffer if the adoption of the system is enforced immediately in the lower courts. Village
Tribunals, Municipal Courts and Magistrates’ Courts should therefore immediately adgpt
this system. If the Magistrates now in service are incapable of using the national languages
they should be given a stupulated period to acquire the knowledge of the languages. In the case
of the thher courts, a reasonable time limit should be given to enable all lawyers and judges
to prepare themselves for this scheme during thch time every facility should be provided for
this purpose by the Central Translatxon Bureau.

After the stipulated period the system should be made compulsory in all the courts.
Continued delay and half-hearted attempt tend to relapse into the old system. History clearly »
shows that a radical measure of this .ype cannot be introduced piecemeal and the Government
should discountenance any argument about the impracticability of the Scheme. Inadequacy
of su.table terms can never be an ar gument and then necessjty is keenly felt we shall not lack
in our ingenuity to coin new terms and ways of expression. It can be said of the Tamil Language
that within the last two decades that the necessity for-expressing in Tamil has been so keenly
felt by politicions and writers that we today have evolved a work—a—day simple tamil that has
come to stay. Moreover we find Councillors and Ministers of State blooming literary figures.
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It is a well known fact that lawyers with extremely scanty knowledge of their mother
tongue acquire a splendid knowledge of their language within a short time they decide to contest
an election,

Well begun is half done.

We shall be glad to send pur representatives if and when required to discuss any points
arising from this memorandum. '

On behalf of the ‘Commi‘ttec of Management
of the COLOMBO TAMIL KALAGAM.

(Sgd). A Sabaratnam
President

(Sgd) S. Nadarajah
Hony. Secretary.

292, Galle Road,
Wellawatte,
October 31, 1945.
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