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IN MEMORY OF THE
LATE MRS. SELLAMMAH SAMPANTHAN

Mrs. Sellammah Sampanthan affectionately and with fond-
ness called and known as Selvathy was born on 20th October
1938 in Thangodai of Karainagar. Her parents the late Mr.
llampillai Velluppillai and Mrs. Sinnakuddi. She was the
youngest with 2 other sisters and one brother.

She had her early education at Govindtherer Vidyalayam, pri-
mary education at Yarltan College up to S.5.C ,later GCE A/L
at Karai Hindu College and higher education at Jaffna College
(Vaddukoddai) and graduated from there with B.A. (Hons) in
Economics. She in deed had a brilliant academic record. She
then proceeded to get professional qualification in
Accountancy which helped her to secure an excellent
employment.

In 1964 she was appointed as an Accountant by the Ceylon
Transport Board in their head office in Narahenpitiya. She
worked very hard with absolute dedication and commitment.
Consequently she won the admiration and respect of her col-
leagues both superiors and subordinates.

Time came, like anyone else, for her to settle down in life. It
is said that marriages are made in heaven. True to this say-
ing, she married Mr. |.T. Sampanthan, in November 1970.
Marriage blossomed with three lovely childrens namely,

1 Gnanavadivel married to Aarthi

2 Gnanananthan married to Baheerathi

3 Gnanalingam married to Malarvili

They are all well educated with good employment in their cho-
sen field. In deed, much of the credit go to their parents and
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in particular to the determined and dedicated mother who
played a dominant part in shaping their lives in a way being
able to stand on their own feet.

Her husband is a well known trade union activist, political
activist, writer, author of many publications, and editor of
Chuderoli . Itis a well known saying that behind the success
of every man there will be a woman. It is absolutely true of
Mr. I. T. Sampanthan s wife. He was able to make a valuable
contribution to the Tamil Community and even to the wider
community both in Sri Lanka and lately in the U.K. because of
the support and encouragement he received from his beloved
wife.

Let me now go back to Mrs. Sellammah Sampanthan’s early
life. As | said earlier since her appointment as an Accountant
in 1964 with the CTB, she continued to work in various places
in Sri Lanka and after long loyal and committed service, she
retired in 1984 having worked for 20 years. However, being
active and healthy women, then and because of her extensive
knowledge and experience in Accountancy and her passion to
teach and impart to others; she ventured out to become a lec-
turer. She became part-time lecturer in Accountancy at
Oxford and Cambridge Tutories in Jaffna. She was also a vis-
iting lecturer at the same time, at Kokuvil Technical College.

She had been a devoted loyal and a truly supportive wife.
She was not only a life partner in his life but also a business
partner in the publication of Chuderoli. At one point, she
undertook the full management and running of this Tamil
Journal. She was a lady with full determination and will
power. In 1991, due to military actions and through the inter-
vention of the Sri Lankan authorities, the press section had to
close down and hence the publication too had to come to an
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end. Her husband was forced to leave Sri Lanka and came to
London. From this time, she assumed full responsibility to
bring up their 3 children, under the most difficult and trying
times. In 1995, with the rest of the civilian population, she and
her children had to move out of Jaffna and seek refuge in
Vanni. She had to endure enormous hardships with mental
agony. She was detained by the Sri Lankan Army for a short
period of time.

She was able to move from there with her children to
Colombo in 1996. All these sad events and bitter experiences
had a heavy toll on her health. She became a casualty of cir-
cumstances and had a stroke in that year. She was never the
same since then. She therefore, decided to join her husband
in UK. in 1998. | had heard of Mr. |.T. Sampanthan, whilst
both of us lived in Sri Lanka. However, | came to know him
after he arrived in the U.K. where | had been living with my
wife for many years.

| had close associations with Mr. Sampanthan through my
involvement in social, political, cuitural and community activi-
ties. Since late 1990s, we had even closer contacts because
of the activities of the Worid Peace Organization of which Mr.
Sampanthan was the architect. | had the privilege of being its
founder chairman whilst he functioned as its Secretary from
its inception to date. His wife always accompanied him
despite her ill health, for all the functions and events of the
World Peace Organization. | am personally aware of the con-
tribution and support given by her to her husband not only in
respect of the activities of this organization but also with
regard to many others.

She was truly a devoted wife equally her husband particular-
ly at a time when she became affected by stroke and its after
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effects, looked after her at all times not just as a duty but with
full dedication, devotion and love more like a father and
daughter relationship.

We are certain that she as a person with such good qualities
in particular love, affection and caring would have received
modsham-merged with God in heaven. Let me conclude by
saying that

She who is hidden, who has entered into the cave of
the hearts of hearts, cannot be seen with external
eyes. She is seen with the eyes of the soul. Without
beginning without end, she is not destroyed when the
body is destroyed. She will live with us for ever and
ever.

My wife joins me in extending our deepest sympathies and
convey our heart felt condolences to her ever loving husband,
sons, daughter-in-laws, grand children and all other relatives
and friends who are dear to her. She will be sadly missed but
fondly remembered by all of us.

Om Shanthi, Om Shanthi, Om Shanthi.

C.Sithamparapillai

Family Friend

80 Herent Drive

ClayHall, Ilford, ESSEX

IG5 OHG, UK

Tel:020 8550 0441
C. Sithamparapillai LLB.LL.M. (LON)
Diploma in Air and Space Law
(Ins of World Affairs)
Atterney-at-Law (Sri-Lanka)
Solicitor (England and Wales)
Solicitor (New Scuth Wales, Australia)
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My Peri Amma

Life...This can be represented by an hourglass, starting as
soon as it is turned around and finishing as soon as the last
drop of sand has fallen.

However, it is not how long we spend this precious lifetime
on earth but what we leave behind, as a result of it.

My Periamma has done just this...

Her uplifting laughter, vast knowledge and imperishable
kindness will never vanish from my heart, as it, from the
very first day I saw her become a trade mark through
which I always identify her by.

I will always remember, as I enter the house numbered 15
on Rutland road, Periamma opening the door and saying
"KUNCHUKAL ULAI VAANGO" and "RAVI MAMA
AKKAL VANTHIDINUM" with immense joy. Nor will I for-
get Periamma advising my sister and I to study very well
and gain a good education, but never in vain, for she wants
all to succeed, not just her own family. I know for certain
that you all will agree with me on this.

As Periamma is a thorough devotee of Lord Muruga, I will
certainly ask him to bless Periamma so that she will
always be at peace, as I know Periappa, who is standing
here, will want her to be.

Lastly, I would like to conclude with a confession that my
family and I are guilty that we could not provide you,
Periamma, with the love and care that you showered us
with.

God bless you Periamma, on behalf of ‘Ravi Mama
Aakkal’..,
Kajan Raveendranathan
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
MRS. SELVATHY SAMPANTHAN

A couple of days back there was a call from my
friend I. T. Sampanthan and when | heard his voice |
cracked a joke. Instead of his usual laughter there was
silence for a second and in a trembling voice he said
he had bad news for me and that his dear wife had
passed away the previous day.

| was speechless and | cannot recollect what | have
said to console a loving husband. Anyway | could
remember saying in Tamil "Seemati poovum poddudanum
ulagai vidduch chentruvidda"! Then | comforted
Sampanthan stating that he should consider himself
fortunate as he had his wife by his side for over forty
years who gave him three sons, all happily married with
five grand children.

God has given all of us a return ticket whom we
came to this world but the return (departure) has not
been denoted in the ticket. Selvathy has gone and all the
rest of us are in the queue not knowing the date and
time of departure!

Late Mrs. Sampanthan a graduate of the famous
Jaffna College had been working in several government
departments in Sri Lanka. Exactly like her husband she
was uncompromising in meeting an unjust situation and
would fight back. The first time | met her was in the
seventies when she came along with the husband to my
Colombo residence when confronted with an urgent
decision by her employer the C. T. B (Ceylon Transport
Board). She redily accepted my advice fought back and
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won the case in her favour. The wife was not second
to the husband in matters like this.

Mrs. Sampanthan spoke of her dream of seeing all
Tamils of Sri Lanka (llankai) living in all equality in the
places of their forefathers and we are certain that she
is praying for same in the heavens!

Let us all make her dream come true!

N. Vijayasingam

Former advisor: European Union Embassy, New Delhi
Former Advisor: Ceylon Workers Congress, Colombo
Governing Councillor, University of Jaffna— 1779 - 1981
23 Mathews House, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RX
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Sellammah( Selvathy) 70th birthday at the Centre
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ABHelILImID, Bbiend
Sri Durgadevi Devasthanam

Tellippalai, Sri Lanka
Tel: 0602 213151
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FROM : SHOBANA U.S.A
Dear Uncle

Though she is not with us physically, she still lives
in our hearts. All the deeds she has done, will always
be remembered. Just be happy and thankful that God
has sent you this wonderful Angel in your life to pro-
mote all your skills and be with you in all ups and downs
of life and love you with all her heart. In a way, it is
better she left this world so that she will not have any
more sufferings. This is God's wish, Uncle. Remember
she is now in God's hands - the most secure place in
the universe. So, do not worry. God is with you to help
you overcome this pain.

From: MARY AND NIMALAN

Please accept our heartfelt sympathy at this time
of your loss. We are really sorry for that we could not
attend the funeral. We hope that you and your family will
recover from this sad loss.

Mr & Mrs. Nimalanayagam

Tamil Community Housing Association Ltd.,
Unit -2, Fountayne Business Centre

Broad Lane, Tottenham

London N15 4AG
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From:
SUB CO STAFF & SERVICE USERS

WHEN WORDS SEEM SO INADEQUATE
ITS HARD TO MAKE A START

IN TELLING A BEREAVED PERSON

THE SORROW IN YOUR HEART

AND THOUGH THE FEELING'S NOTHING LIKE
THE GRIEF YOU HAVE TO BEAR

IT HELPS TO KNOW THAT OTHERS

WILL UNDERSTAND AND CARE

SO COUNT YOUR TEARS AND MEMORIES
FOR THEY WILL NEVER DIE

AND GRIEF WILL GET MUCH EASIER

AT TIMES GOES PASSING BY

49 Plashet Road
London E13
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Tribute to
Mrs Selavi Thirugnanasambanthar Wife of IT
Sambanthar

Was an unassuming lady who was the driving force behind IT

She was a well educated person who held a responsible govt
service post in Jaffna. She excelled in her career and also
continued in her home duties caring for IT and their 3 sons
who will definitely miss her .She was instrumental in IT get-
ting to where he is today- a well respected figure in the Tamil
community working tirelessly for the Tamil cause through
SUDAROLI and through his various involvements with the
Tamil Diaspora.

When | was in Colombo in1991 on a holiday | met Selavi
who had been displaced internally in Mannar and had been
suffering for about a year in a detention camp. She told me
about the suffering she and her sons endured and through her
description | could picture the suffering of the Tamils in our
homelands. She was suffering from malnutrition ,.

She always wished well and prayed for the our bretheren who
are suffering in the Tamil homelands and wanted peace and
a land to call as our own in North and East.

IT was a dutiful caring husband and looked after her very
well in her ailing last few years. My wife and | always noticed
how affectionately IT served her meals and calling her AMMA
and taking care of her needs lovingly.

May her Soul Rest in Peace
Om Shanti

Dr STS Somasegaram
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Tribute to Mrs. Sellammah Sampanthan.

Mrs. Sellammah Sampanthan was a great lady. She was actively
involved in various activities relating to the betterment of the Tamil
Community. The service she rendered to the Tamil Community is
undeniable and cannot be forgotten. It is pitiable that the present
generation of the Tamil Community is very reluctant to recognise
the contribution and dedication of these people who have been
working for the welfare of Tamils for several decades. Mrs.
Sampanthan is one of the victims of such ignorant people.

| have been closely working with her husband, |.T.Sampanthan,
and his family since 1977. Soon after the 1977 ethnic riots, the
Tamils Refugees Rehabilitation Organisation was formed under
the leadership of K.C.Nithiyananda, a well-known trade unionist,
prominent social worker and a leading Tamil citizen. Mrs.
Sampanthan worked closely with the TRRO from its inception.
She tirelessly provided service to the TRRO to document the
atrocities committed against Tamils during the 1977 riot.
Subsequent to these riots the Sri Lankan Government appointed
the Sansoni commission to investigate matters of violence
perpetrated against the Tamils. The TRRO was at the forefront to
mobilise the victims of violence to give evidence before the
Commission. The TRRO played a vital and historic roie in this
context. Mrs.Sampanthan s diligent documentation and attention
to detail was of enormous help to MR.K.C.Nithiyananda and
K.Kanthasamy to fulfil the task of the TRRO.

When the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) was introduced in
July 1979, Mr. |.T.Sampanthan was taken into custody; Mrs.
Sampanthan suffered immensely. In July 1979 when the
Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and Equality (MIRJE) was
formed in Colombo and Jaffna to launch a campaign for the
repeal of PTA, Mr and Mrs. Sampanthan worked closely with
MIRJE, Jaffna branch. Due to the 1983 ethnic riots and violence
in throughout Sri Lanka, Tamil public servants and emplcyees
were displaced to Jaffna. Mr. and Mrs. Sampanthan, with the
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support of MIRJE and TRRO, initiated the organisation "The
Coordinating Committee for Displaced Employees" . This
organisation set up an office on the Stanley Road, Jaffna, and
functioned effectively for many years. During its existence this
organisation did massive amounts of work for the welfare of
displaced Tamil employees.

Mrs. Sampanthan was closely also associated with the
THEEPAM INSTITUTE, formed by Mr. K. Kanthasamy, to
document and research Tamil affairs. Mrs. Sampanthan
contributed to the Theepam institute in numerous ways. When
Saturday Review News Paper was published in Jaffna,
Mrs.Sampanthan extended her support for promotion of the
newspaper, which campaigned against the violation and abuses
of the human rights of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Mrs. Sampanthan was educated at the Jaffna College which was

always considered an elite and prestigious educational institution.
At that time Jaffna College had prepared students to sit for
examination conducted by the University of London. She
graduated from the University of London. She held a high post in
the Ceylon Transport Board (CTB) and she gave up this
comfortable existence to work for the welfare of the Tamil
Community. She has led an honourablelife and always remained
sincere, humble and modest.

It is very rare to find such people like Mrs. Sampanthan. She is a
classic example for others those who are in public life, and
especially for those who are working towards liberation of the
Tamils. The passing of Mrs. Sampanthan is an irreparable loss to
the Tamil Community. This is my tribute to Mrs. Sellammah
Sampanthan. This is the time | have to console her affectionate
husband Mr. Sampanthan, their children and members of their
family

N.Kandasamy
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