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K. Daniel

With the death of K. Daniel, the literary movement of this coun-
try has suffered a great loss. | have lost a good comrade and a
dear friend.

From his young days, Daniel played an active part in the
activities of the Jaffna branch of the Ceylon communist Party.
But his greatest contribution was as one of the leaders of the
mass movement for the eradication of caste and untouchability
during the second half of the nineteen sixties.

It was the movement that rocked in removing some of the
disabilities suffered by the so- called depressed castes, includ-
ing the ban on temple entry to Harjans.

A well- known and respected Tamil novelist, his novels skil-
fully exposed the rottenness of the feudal caste system that is
still prevalent in the North. He won the Sri Lanka Sahitya
Mandalaya prize for his novel ‘panchamar’ which exposed cast
slavery. His fame as a novelist was not confined to Srilanka. He
was well known in Tamil Nadu where he had many admirers-
many of whom were present at his funeral at Tanjore.

Daniel was a firm supporter of the Communist Party to the
last. | derive some comfort from the fact that he stayed with me
in Coclombo just prior to his departure for medical treatment to
Tamil Nadu where, unfortunately, he died and now lies buried.

| pay my last respects to a courageous fighter and a loyal
comrade.

N. Sanmugathasan

‘Daily News’
March 1986
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