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Autobiography of
“Kalapoosanam” Thambu Thurairajah
31 ‘A’ Janaki Lane, Bambalapitiya - Colombo 04.

Born in 1924, will be 92 years in 2016.

| have published my life history in Tamil supported with photographs for the
convenience of my grand children and others who are living abroad, have annexed
a few pages translated into English in precise form. | have made this effort to publish
my biography in English for the information of my friends, great Tamil scholars who are
displaced and living abroad, relations my dear children, grand children and great grandson
who was born on 27-11-2015 as the fourth generation when | was making arrangements
to publish this article and | humbly solicit all your blessings.

My wife Ratneswary was born in Ponnalai- Jaffna, daughter of late Narayanapillai
(Nadarajah) and late Muththachchi. My father late Thambu is from Chundikuli —Jaffna and
my mother late Aachchimuthu from Ponnalai — Jaffna. | am the only son for my parents.
We are relations and | got married to my cousin Ratneswary in 1948. During school days
we both were studying at ColumbuthuraiTamil mixed school and later | continued my
education at Stanley College — Jaffna and completed the $.5.C (Senior School Certificate)
level. Later | joined the Excise Department in 1944 as an Excise guard and started my
career at Point Pedro and Achchuvely Excise stations. Later | served in Chankanai,
Colombo, Batticoloa, Jaffna, Chavakachcheri, Mullaitivu, Madampe and Panadura Excise
stations. In consideration of my unblemished career in the department. | was promoted
to the rank of Excise corporal and Excise sergeant in quick succession. | was awarded 40
“commendations” by the department in recognition of my good work and conduct; and in
addition | was awarded “Three Gold Badges” which a very rare award and payment of a
special allowance attached to this award.

During the years 1949, 1951, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1962, 1572 and 1974 we were blessed
with three sons and five daughters. During this period my father and mother in law expired
-and all these events caused a severe financial strain and we were compelled to borrow
money on interest and at times we had to pawn our jewellery to private individuals and
there was an instance where the people to whom | pawned the jewels migrated to Canada
with the jewels without telling me.

By the grace of God all my sons went to foreign countries and with their assistance,
we were able to settle our loans and redeem the jewels. All our children are married some
are love marriages and some proposed. The marriages were solemnized with the consent
of all parents.

Seven of our children are happily living with their families in United Kingdom,
Australia, Canada and France. Last daughter Vinitha (Attorney at law) got married to Ra.
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Sentilkumaran {Attorney at Law) in 2002 and residing at Bambalapitiya. They are engaged
in active legal practice. They have their sons namely Eeshwar, Amitesha and Athesha and
all three are studying at St.Thomas College, Kollupitiya.

Eldest daughter Vasantha married to Thanabalasingham and living in Australia. They
have only one daughter —Janani. Son Vigitharan married to Bubby and living in U. K. They
have one son Yathosh.

Son Sritharan married to Menaha and living in U.K. They have one son Prasanth
following a course in Medicine. Son Gnanathanan married to Baba and living in Canada.
They have two sons out of which one is a lawyer practicing in Canada.

Daughter Jeya married to Chanthru and living in France. They have a son and daughter
Ramana and Aarany. We are blessed with a great grand son on 27-11-2015.

Daughter Shantha married to Pragas and living in U.K. They are blessed with two sons
are Jegaan and Praveen who are working in a Bank in UK.

Daughter Kavitha married to Sampanthan and living in U.K. They are blessed with a
son Saranyan and a Daughter Anchal. We are residing at Bambalapitiya in the house built
by them. Daughter Vinitha and Son in law Kumaran are residing with us and attending to
our needs. Essentially, they are taking care of us in our medical needs they are spending
lavishly for us during Deepavali, Birthdays and Wedding anniversary etc. They provide us
with new cloths for the occasions well in time and we consider them as a divine blessing to
have a daughter and son in law living with us and serving our needs. All other children living
abroad extend them wishes by sending wishing cards and also by telephone messages in
remembrance of their memorable days for the parents.

| retired from Government service in 1981 having served for 37 years and subsequently
commenced active Religious and social service activities. | took over the post of secretary
in 1988 in the volunteer society of “Thiruvasakam Sabaratna Swamikal” and continue to
serve in the same post upto now. | published some religious books and the following are
the few worth mentioning —

1. “Manida Waalvin Mahathuvam” — 2000 (The value of human life)

2 “Mannil Nallavannam Waalalam” — 2001 (Good life could be lived on earth)

3. “Eelaththu Sivalayankal” — 2006 (Temples for Lord Siva in Eelam)

Out of these, the book “Temples for Lord Siva in Eelam” is a detailed edition and was
appreciated by so many intellectuals namely Anbumani — Ira. Nagalingam of Batticoloa,
“arulmdi Arasi” Vasantha Vaithiyanathan, Government Agent, Vavuniya, Director
Hindu Culture Department, and so many other Religious Dignitaries sent messages of
appreciations and wishes.

f
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More ever | got down clothes in bulk from my relations twice from UK and distributed
to various charity organizations functioning namely “Saratha Children Home” in Colombo,
“Sivanantha Thabovanam” in Trincomalee and the children orphanage at Ratmalana and
the Center functioning at Batticoloa to assist the people affected by the Tusanami. Also
| donated my entire pension of Rs.5524/= for the month of December 2004 to the funds
collected by the Virakesari Organisation for relief work of Tsunami affected victims.

Married Life — Diamond Jubilee

Our Diamond Jubilee in married life was celebrated at our house namely
“Thiruvasakam” at Bambalapitiya Religious Dignitaries Shankar Kurukkal, Shanmugaratna
Kurukkal performed the religious ceremonies and the couple after wearing new clothes
were blessed by them. And all the well wishers who were present and the children and in
laws who came from abroad extended their wishing. And a book in remembrance of the
Diamond Jubilee was released.

Conferring of Honorary title “Sivaneri Kalanithy”

Honorary title Sivaneri Kalanithy was conferred to Mr. Thambu Thurairajah in
appreciation of the dedicated religious service performed by him. And the International
Hindu Religious Society wishes him every success in his dedicated service and the certificate
of appreciations was issued by Dr. lyappadasa Sambasiva Sivachchariyar who authorized
person on behalf of the International Hindu Religious Society.

Offering of Kalapooshana Title

The honorary title of Kalapooshana was conferred to Mr. Thambu Thurairajah in
appreciation of the great service rendered by him for the advancement of culture.
The certificate conferring this title was issued at the ceremony held on 15" December
2009. And this was authenticated by the Director, Ministry of Cultural Affairs Mr. E. M.
Abeyaratna and the Secretary, Ministry of Cultural and National traditional ministry Mr.
Wimal Rupasinghe. :

S AR TSR OGRS h RO,
b ¥,

Sabaratnam Swamigal
Hindu Cultural Hall
Rooms with Attached Bathroom and §

Culnural Hall Availavle for
ilgrims to stay and to have
: Festivals and culwural events
- 4 Srimath Ssbaratnzm Swamigal T.Thurirajah
&2 Hindu Cultural Hall No.314 Janeki Lane,

B Gowr A Road, Thir =
By Mannar., Tel: 0237900032
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Wishes from the
former Asst. Commissioner of

Excise Mr. S. Puvendrarajah

“Gapmeinedt yoEUPT(H CaHrainis A-gieomT
Gareimedst CHTETDTEND HTDI - &5 HEHGDET

If you are born in the world, be born with qualities conductive to fame from those
who are destitute of them it will be better not to be born — Thirukkural.

As an officer who has been Associating with Mr. Thambu Thurairajah in the Excise
Department for about 37 years it gives a great pleasure in extending him my best wishes to
a gentleman who has lived a life in accordance with the divine sayings of Thiruvasagam.

Mr. Thurairajah commenced his career in the Excise Department as an Excise guard in
1944, and through rank and file he exhibited his efficiency and was promoted to the rank
of "Excise Corporal" in 1956. He has served in most of the excise stations, Distilleries and
warehouses in the Island and in 1978 he was promoted to the rank of Excise Sergeant.

His best services in the Department was recognized and was awarded 40
commendations for his good work and conduct. And in addition he was awarded three
Gold badges for the exemplary services rendered by him and the special payment of an
allowance attached to his award. As an individual he possessed rare quality of life style of
remaining as a complete teetotaler and non smoker, A special mention needs necessary
of an opium (Drug) detection made by him with the assistance of the Grama Sevaka of the
area when he was attached to Madampe Excise station during 1962 — 1964. The accused
was charged at Chilaw Magistrate courts and was imposed a fine Mr. Thurairajah — trained
so many young officers in the department and his name remains warm in the minds of
those officers serving in various ranks.

In his dedicated married life of more than 65 years he was gifted with the houses
blessing men pronounce of the house wife excellent; the gain of blessed children in its
goodly ornament. In accordance with the saying of the Thirukkural he was blessed with
eight children out of which seven are living in foreign countries and the last daughteris an
attorney at law practicing in Sri Lanka together with her husband who is also an attorney
at law.

s

After ret‘ireme'nt, Mr. Thurairajah engaged himself in Religious and Social services and
a remarkable land mark in the interest and contribution he made in the construction of
“Sabaratnam Swamy Madam” at Thirukketheeswaram Temple — Mannar.

Though he is 92 years of old he is very active in his activities and | wish and pray that
he should live long and continue his dedicated services for many more years.

May God bless him and his family.
S. Puvendrarajah
Former Asst. Commissioner of Excise.
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60!&
Piamond Jubilee
02-06~-2008

Aum

Piamond Jubilee CInvitation
Mr. & Mrs Thurairajah Ratneswary

We the family of the Mr. & Mrs. Thurairajoh Ratneswary
Cordially invite the pledsure of the company of

PR oo e e o AR 4% i SR TRTRA T+ RO ET R PR RS E PR ARV RS ap i }
race the occasion of the 60th Wedding Diamond Jubilee of cur Puronis
on Monday the O02nd of June 2008
ot the Auspicious time between 6.30 te 7,30 pm.
at Neo. 34 Janaki lane Hall, Bambalapitiya, Colombo -04
ond there after to foin us for Dinner

"Thiruvasagam’ Receptionist Children,
No 1A Janaki Lane, $.T.R. Films Director Nephews, Mies,
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Mr.el Mrs./Rev./Hon.

Aum

Invitation

Mr. @ hambu Gy hurairajah
&
Mrs. Ratneswary Gy hurairajah

Kindly request the pleasure of the
comparny of

on the occasion of our

90™ and 80" Birthday Ceremomny

Sathabisheka

Diamond Jubilee

on Tuesday the, 16th September, 2014
at 6.30 p.m.
at Saraswatfry Hall, Bambalapitiya.

and thereafter to join us
- for dinner

Kalabooshanam Thambu Thurairajah
and Mrs. Ratneswary Thurairajah Family
No 31A Janaki Lane , Colombo -4
T.P.: 0114852232
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