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APPAPPA!
Appappa,

One of your first emails to my sister and I started with
‘Have you heard of Swami Vivekananda?’

As this great Hindu Saint said:

‘Our duty is to encourage everyone in his struggle to live up
to his own highest idea, and strive at the same time to make the
ideal as near as possible to the truth.’

You have always strived to encourage us to learn more about
our culture, our history and ourselves; to be the best that we can
be.

As you once fondly told us, your mother did not eat onions
when carrying you, to ensure you would not be hot tempered. You
are the most patient, thoughtful and kind natured person we have
known - qualities we hope to have learnt from our time with you.

Whatever we achieve, we do in the hope of making you
proud.

Appappa, we will miss you dearly, but will treasure your
memory forever.

Grand daughters

Subashini and Shamini

SARAVANAMUTHTHU
NALLAINATHAN

Nalla as he was popularly known to his friends was born on
19th June 1929 and joined the Postal Department as a class two
Postmaster on First January 1949 and during the span of forty years
of his carrier he served in various post offices in the island. Nalla got
his due promotions to the various grades and finally retired as Chief
Postmaster, Kandy. Though we had no occasions to work with him
yet we met frequently at union level.

Subsequent to his migration to Canada, where we too had
migrated, we met frequently at committee meetings and annual
get-togethers of the Sri Lankan Post & Telecommunication Officers
Association of Canada.

It is with profound sorrow and shock that we heard the news
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of his sudden death on 8th April 2012.

A man of few words yet his opinions on any subject discussed,
both concise and meaningful. He used to contribute regular articles
to the newsletter of Sri Lankan Post & Telecommunication Officers
Association of Canada of his experiences as a Postmaster during his
service in the Postal Department. He was elected as Secretary of Sri
Lankan Post & Telecommunication Officers Association of Canada
and one of the boards of directors of Postelecom Inc. He was also in-
volved in the social activities of the Velanai West Maha Kanap-
athippillaiyar Temple Association — Canada.

A couple of years ago he underwent a by pass surgery and thus
had to cut short his out door activities. Though he had recovered
fully he seemed to have lost his gusto. Very often he would remark
(it is only a matter of time then the call for us will come).

He leads behind his wife, children and grandchildren. May his
soul attain moksha.

V.Selvalingam

N.I.LH Sharma

R. Sundaralingam

P.S. Thiagarajah

NALLANATHAN, A GOOD WRITER &
POSTMASTER WITH A GOOD HEART

Pon Kulendiren

( Former Supdt. of Telecom. Traffic & Telecom Consultant)

“When we first met and spoke,

We knew that we were in same wave length.

We knew we would always be friends.

Our friendship has kept on growing

and I'll be here for you to the end.”

True friendship is perhaps the only relation that survives the trials and
tribulations of time and remains unconditional. A unique blend of affection,
loyalty, love, respect, trust, sharing of views and loads of fun is perhaps what
describes the true meaning of friendship. Similar interests, mutual respect and
strong attachment with each other are what friends share between each other.
These are just the general traits of a friendship. To experience what is friendship,
one must have true friends, who are indeed rare treasure.

In our life, we meet many faces, but not all faces get imbedded in our
memory. The appearance of Nallanathan, behaviour, and the way he starts mixing
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with you, makes you respecting the person. The friendship emerges from the heart
in the course of time. After passing out of the University, I joined the Post &
Telecom Department in 1966 as Asst Supdt of Telecom Traffic. I had the first
chance to meet him at Jaffna Post Office in 1969 when I visited the office on
inspection. He was seated in a small room smiling. At that time he was the Chief
Postmaster of Jaffna, a responsible administrative position. From his talk I
concluded that he was a good administrator, and a man of integrity. He had good
relationship with the staff and they liked the way he handled their issues.

The smiling face of Nallanathan clearly proves the fact that Saravana-
muthu Nallanathan would have been a handsome youth at the time of going to
school. From his name itself one could easily conclude that he was a good man
and friendly with people. He had his education at Jaffna Hindu College and then
at Vaddukoddai Jaffna College before selecting his carrier. His father was a
Sub-postmaster at Vellanai and Nallanathan followed his father’s foot steps when
he joined as Postmaster at the age of 22. . His native village was predominantly a
Hindu village” Velanai” named by Dutch as “Leiden” island in memory of a
municipality in Holland . Majority of the people from Velanai were devotees of
Murugan and historians say that one time the area was administered by a leader
called “Velan” and hence the island got the name Velanai. Nalla married
Mangayarkarasi from Karampon, a village not too far from Velanai and was
blessed with four business oriented sons who are doing well in life.

The carrier he selected was to be a Postmaster and became a master of
public and staff relations. He gradually developed it through his smile, tact, and
by mixing with different communities from different towns in Sri Lanka.
. L called my very close friend Nallanathan briefly as Nalla and gradually recog-
nised his talent in administration and writing skills in Tamil & English. I fully
used his skill in journalism to start an e magazine named “Kuviyam”. He gave
his full support for its growth and was a main contributor. He wrote many
research articles on different topics to the magazine and all of them were well
recognised. To mention few, here is the list:

31 Years as Postmaster which reflected his carrier in the Postal department.
He wrote this using the name by using pseudonym “Illayapiran”. In that article
he mentioned about his experience as a Trade Unionist in organizing a strike to
protect the rights of staff. He also mentioned about the contemporaries with whom
he worked and their attitude towards work in his carrier.

He wrote interesting research articles on Bio Chemical Weapons,
Patriotism, Ragging in Educational Institutions, Corporate Terrorism, Resurgence
of Rightwing Politics in Sri Lanka, Children caught in war etc. From the title of
the articles he wrote, it clearly implied that he would have done much reading
and research in writing such articles. He also wrote a short story about the dog
named Jenny he had when he was working in Anuradhapura as Chief Postmaster.
Being a Postmaster, he worked in places such as Kandy, Hatton, Kurunegala,
Veyangoda and at the central Mail exchange in Colombo, where he handled the
difficult task in managing the minor staff.

He showed interest in Trade Unionism and was actively involved with
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Union of the Post & Telecom Officers ( UPTO). He continued his interest in Trade
unionism after migrating to Canada by establishing Sri Lankan Post & Telecom
Officers Association in Ontario and served as Secretary and President. He served
as a consultant for Post Telecom Inc business.

When 1 wrote my first book in English titled “ Short stories from Sri
Lanka” ( reflective of customs and traditions) of Tamils from Sri Lanka, I searched
for a good writer who could write the preview for the book. My search ended up
with no person other than the good writer Nalla. His preview for the book was
excellent and touched on the issues handled in the short stories. I have missed
him to write a preview for my second book, a novel titled “ Frogs in the well”.

When he was living with his family in the apartment opposite Flemington
mall in Scarborough, he enjoyed the life by meeting Tamil friends daily at the
mall and discussed Sri Lankan politics. It became a usual custom for me to call
him daily and exchange views about the articles to be published in “Kuviyam”

When Nalla told me that there is a plan to publish a book about Velanai, I
suggested to him to form group literary men from his village to go into the
heritage of the village and write about prominent people who lived in the village,
as the book should serve as historical record for the future generation and be
preserved.

Now that Nalla has departed from this world, his soul is eternal and is not
made up of perishable material. He has more to perform to the world in his rebirth.
Death and subsequent rebirth in a different body is a stage for the soul that follows
the stages of birth, childhood, adolescence.

Late Mr.Saravanamuthu Nallainathan

Just ten minutes before midnight on the fateful day of Sunday 8 April 2012
Anandan called me to inform me of his father's demise. My sense of sadness was
profound as I lay in bed, reflecting on his remarkable personality, his past life and
the memorable moments I was privileged to share with him over a period of fifty
years.

The passing of the crown prince of Velanai, in short the Marquis has sent
shock waves through the whole spectrum of his immediate family, relatives and
friends. The light of his home faded away suddenly bringing grief and misery to
everyone who knows him far and near. Death is inevitable. So let me dwell in the
happy memories and legacy he left behind, rather than the sorrows that invari-
ably follow death occurs.

Since history is best learnt through biographies because the lives of peo-
ple make history, for that reason as a person who knows him reasonably well, 1
think, I am qualified to touch a bit of his biography.

Coming from an eminent prestigious affluent family in Velanai West, still
a little village of 1940s which enjoys a sense of intimacy and neighbourliness
.Late Nallanathan is the eldest son of Late Saravanamuthu, the first post master
of Velanai having been born with silver spoon on 29 June 1929.His mother is from
Thunavi, in Vaddukkoddai. When the gorgeous boy was born both parents were
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over the moon. In short the proud couple was on cloud nine. They named him
Nallanathan which means good man/leader/husband/God. This happiness did not
last even a year. His mother died quite unexpectedly. So this boy of tender age had
to be fed with cow milk bottled in feeding bottle. Any way this boy grew up along
with his brothers who had to face the same fate. In real life he proved worthy of
his name. He was benevolent, honest, honourable, kind-hearted, praiseworthy,
reliable, religious and virtuous. His exemplary life is worth emulation.

Late Sara Nallanathan had his primary education at American Mission
Tamil School Velanai and the secondary education at Jaffna Hindu College and
Jaffna College. While in HSC at Jaffna College he sat the Post masters and
signallers service entrance examination and came with flying colours.

At Jaffna College he showed his real colours as said by late Thuraiaratnam
the former MP for Point Pedro. [ happened to see him at Valveettituari on a small
matter. He asked me where I was from. I said from Velanai. He inquired of
Nallainathan and commented thus

“ Nallainathan was a contemporary of mine at Jaffna College. This silver-
tongued personality is a brilliant orator and a debater. He showed his colours as
the president of HSC union. He is a wonderful conversationist who could
contribute to any discussion or forum of expression. He has a fine sense of humour
and is quick to convert a situation into something hilarious. He can write on any
topic without preparation and make a extemporaneous speech” Finally he said
To be frank he disappointed me he should have become a graduate and even as an
MP for Kayts”.

[t is universally accepted, acknowledged, that a single man in possession
of a good fortune and bonanza must be in want of wife. This is the first line in the
first chapter of the book “Pride and Prejudice” authored by Jane Austin.
Nallainathan is not an exception.

In terms of this dictum Nallanathan entered into holy matrimony in1950
with pomp and pride. The fortunate bride was the daughter of VM.Rajalingam
fondly called VMR., a successful business man from Karampon, Kayts.

The wind “beneath his wings” was his devoted wife, Mangaiarkku Arasi.
Metaphorically and literally she had been a Queen to her beloved consort.
Nallanathan would not have attained such heights without her strength,
courageous support, the love and affection she had towards her mate. She played
the role of mother for three generations. Nallanathan lost his mother hardly at the
age of one. When she married she played a dual role, mother and wife. The
second stage when her natural sons-Vasanthan, Ananthan, Suganthan, Jayanthan,
Mugunthan and Vikki were born she played the role of natural mother. Final stage
is when she became a mother to his grandchildren-Nishi and Kanchi. What a
wonderful and dutiful they are indeed. They got Nishi married,bought him a house
in London and settled him right royally. Then they educated Kanchi up to the
University level, got her married and built a house for her at Markham. No grand-
parents in this heavenly body would do such a Herculean task though they have
the means to do so. During the past few years with her husband's failing health it
was good to see the devotion with which his wife looked after him. He was shared
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with tender, loving care by her

1t was once remarked to Lord Chasterfield that a man is the only creature
=ndowed with the power of laughter.

“True” said the peer “and you may add perhaps that he is the only creature
that deserves to be laughed at”.

I read this one day in Time Magazine and when I talked to him on the
phone sometimes back I shared with him what the peer said. A sound of hearty
laughter came from Markham. Then I said “it is only Senthil laughs but
you,Thanajayan and Sivam smile” “But today you are laughing”.

Nallanathan and smile are synonyms. Those of us who knew him well,
will always remember his smiling face and his irresistible sense of humour. I never
saw him angry, never heard him speak in an aggressive way. His face was always
lit with a smile.

He is always meticulously dressed in fashionable dress walks into his
office like a prince with a smiling face. Out of work he is always found dressed
in Bombay mill dhoty and bush shirt.

He was compassionate, open minded and merry- hearted. His ideals are
embodied in the following words of mahatma Gandhi..

I shall not fear anyone on earth

I shall fear only God

I shall not bear ill-will towards anyone

1 shall not submit to injustice from anyone

I shall conquer Untruth by Truth

I shall put up with all suffering”.

He is one who was truly blessed by the God fairies at his birth, he was
gracious, dignified, gentle, intellectual, cultured, decent, well-mannered and above
all born with silver spoon.

Nallainathan won the hearts of all those who came into contact with,
especially his subordinates and no one had a bad word for him. He stole away the
hearts and minds of many. Many began to cherish his friendship and appreciate
his sterling qualities. People were mesmerised by him. Another rare gift he had
was his ability to move with kings without losing the common touch. He was able
to move freely with people from all walks of life. He made people feel at ease
and never patronised anyone in the work place. At work he was strict and his
Junior staff feared him. At the same time he stood by them when needs to be

No wonder he had an excellent rapport with his staff in general, junior and
senior. He did not believe in grandeur in any form whatsoever.

He could have enjoyed the finest things in life for his abundance wealth but
lived a simple and humble life.

He was one of the threads which held together his family garland of
varying colours and fragrances. His physical presence may not be here to hold
together the flowers anymore, but the legacy he left behind is and will be there
guiding us through this life, for ever remembered with love and pride.

Good bye Mr Nallanatthan

Thank you for the impact you made on me
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May your soul rest in peace

Let me pray

“Oh Almighty God Shiva

If roses grow in Heaven

[ beg you please pick a bunch for me
Place it in my friend's arms

and tell him they “re from me
Tell him I love him and miss him
&when he turns to smile

Place a kiss upon his cheek
&bhold him for a while for me”

Shan Kathirgamanthan
Sydney
18 April 2012
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