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LEARNING FROM THE FARLY CHURCH

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had
need. Andday by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by
day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:421047)

THE DREAM CHURCH

The Core values of the church (The four anchors; the four Priorities- 2:42)
Committed to Bible study (The Truth Transforms)
Caring for fellow believers' (The Tie; 2:42, 44, 45, 46)

Fellowship means common participation in something ecither by giving what
youhave to the other person or receiving what he or she has. Unity of purpose.

Love cannot exist in isolation: away from others, love bloats into pride. Grace
cannot be received privately: cut off from others, it is perverted into greed.
Hope cannot develop in solitude: separated from the community, it goes to seed
in the form of fantasies. No gift, no virtue can develop and remain healthy apart
from the community of faith. Qutside the church there is no salvation’is not
ecclesiastical arvogance but spiritual common sense, confirmed in everyday
experience. (Eugene Peterson)

Commemorating the Lord's death and resurrection (The Table; 2:42, 46)
Communing with the Lord (The Throne)

The Combined sense of awe (2:43a) Reverential fear of the Lord
To be filled with the Spiritis to be filled with awe (2:4, 43)

Encountering the Lord
Enjoying the Lord
Exalting the Lord

Credible, authentic leadership (2:43) The Apostles

Trained by the Lord Himself
Trusted by the Lord to lead His people

CAPTIVES set free by God's power (2:43)

People were being healed physically, spiritually and emotionally. Demons cast
out. Satanic strongholds demolished. Relationships were being mended.
Marriages were being restored. Addictive behaviour abandoned. The chains of

sinwere being loosed.
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Coming together daily in the Temple courts (2:46) Togetherness

Cell groups in homes (2:46b)
Hospitality

Happiness

Honesty (Sincere hearts)

Celebration of the Lord (2:47a)
Sing and shout His praises

THEDELIGHTED COMMUNITY (2:47)

The Attractive witness of the church

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (John 13:35)

The Attention of the community (“Looked up to by all ")
The Acknowledgement by the community (“Spoke highly of them™)
THEDAILY CONVERSIONS (2:48b)

Fervent Prayer for the lost
Faithful Proclamation of the Gospel

My commitment to the Lord of the Church:

I will not Forsake the assembling of the people of God

I'will Fearlessly proclaim the Gospel

I'will Find time to study the Word and to pray

I will Foster healthy relationships with all

I will Forgive those who hurt me

I will Faithfully give to the Lord's work

[ will seek to be Free of all addictions by the power of the Holy Spirit
Iwill Fight the Lord's battles

We further engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to study diligently
the word of God; to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of our
kindred and acquaintance; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be kind and
just to those in our employ, and faithful in the service we promise others;
endeavouring in the purity of heart and goodwill towards all men to exemplify
and commend our holy faith.

‘We further engage to watch over, to pray for, to exhort and stir up each other
unto every good word and work; to guard each other's reputation, not needlessly
exposing the infirmities of others; to participate in cach other's joys, and with
tender sympathy bear one another's burdens and sorrows; to cultivate Christian
courtesy; to be slow to give or take offence, but always ready for reconciliation,
being mindful of the rules of the Saviour in the 18th chapter of Matthew, to
secure it without delay; and through life, amid evil report, and good report, to
seek to live to the glory of God, who has called us out of darkness, and into His

marvellous light.
PASTOR BENJAMIN DEVADASON
e bdevadasonghotmail.com
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