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BOFSeUT 6UTPE BISRTSGT T

Hail, the five letters! Hail, foot of the Lord !

BerwtiGunupgind aaGpehdle FrsTSTaE Sreraumps!

Hail, foot of Him Who not for an instant quits my heart !

Caraifl wrewi_ @ @moailsear srererpsas!

Hail, foot of the Guru-pear] that rules in GOgari !

&I Wrdlplar pemefliurer sreteuTps!

Hail, foot of Him Who becomes, abides, draws near as the Agamam !

gaar 9Crsar Aopea enqeurps!

Hail, foot of Him, the One, the Not-One, and the King ! (5)

Gouam Gla@ssran. Geaupgeang Gleucds

Victory to the foot of the King, who soothed my soul's unrest and made me His !
Uintinps@s Ulehepaamer Guuispaser Gasds

Vielory to the jewelled foot of Pinnagan, who severs continuity of birth !
LUmsaris@s Caluraper umispssar Glaees

Victory to the flower-foot of Him Who is far from those without !
smigaileur (Hevnodlipn Careispeisen Glaiehe

Victory to the anklets of the King, rejoicing 'mid those that fold adoring hands !
Hymigailour Crrrgals@e F8rrear spa Gloeds

Victory to the anklets of the glorious One, who uplifts those that bow the head !
w& engBumpnl ebeng wigGurm]

Praise to the foot of [Can ! Praise to my Father's foot |

Caa amqGumrpp]l HeueiCe augGurmn)

Praise to the foot of the Teacher ! Praise to Civan's roseate foot |

CrwsCs plam poe engCurh]

Praise to the foot of the Stainless, who in love stood near !

wrwi Uwtiumise weier angGumpp]

Praise to the foot of the King, who cuts off delusive birth !
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gymy Gupbgiempph Cseu emgGummpf

Praise to the foot of glorious Perun-turrai’s God | (15)
ITS Bl Bimen weanewBurml

Praise to the Mount, in grace affording pleasures that cloy not !
Flouareularar SAbemswen Blam isared

Because He, Civan, within my thought abides,
SleuanmenTGey eUaTDTET 6uevTBIF

By His grace alone, bowing before His feet,

freng Ww&IPF FleuLyymenhsarenar

With joyous thought, Civan’s “Ways of O1d’ I’l1 tell,

(pheng ellenei(pPSHID @UI 6YenTLILIGTILIT T

That thus my former ‘deeds’ may wholly pass. (20)
SEEDIFEOTE  &6iTdh(Heneids ST L eubEguIE)

I came, attained the grace the ‘Brow-eyed’ showed,
semigmisnh Gsrim enfloory spalenmehd]

Adored the beauteous foot by thought unreached.
aflenienflenpbg wantanlomba Wssrs alamGaraflum
O Thou, Who fill’st the heaven, Who fill’st the earth, art manifested light,
sremtennnn Glseveney BlevrgrCer KBlerGlLiheh &
Transcending thought, Thou boundless One ! Thy glory great
Glursbeor allenerGuier Lasupor GpreamplGuiet

I, man of evil “deeds’ know not the way to praise ! (25)
Lebeomdls i mu't Ljpaumil oFiom

Grass was [, shrub was I, worm, tree,

Usballpa wrdl’ LpeanuTys UmbLmEls

Full many a kind of beast, bird, snake,

seLeLmLl wellsrmuiy Cuwmuis Semmisenmi]

Stone, man, and demon. ‘Midst Thy hosts I served.

ausbevary grdl (pefleugmuls Coeugmuis

The form of mighty Asuras, ascetics, gods I bore.

Glgeveor plenipelld smeuy FmEISLESie

Within these immobile and mobile forms of life, (30)
stebeurt) Uiy UppglenensCs QembGlLimLomer

In every species born, weary I’ve grown, great Lord !
OwiGuiujer Curerengaser sangearn aIGHEDeT
Truly, seeing Thy golden feet this day, I've gained release.
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O Truth! as the OngAram dwelling in my soul,

Glouiwm efliweor el liurgT Gaugmissir

That I may ‘scape. O spotless one | O Master of the bull !

i GleusorGeunrmickl SypbsseEm HiawteniiLGar

Lord of the Vedas! Rising, sinking, spreading, subtile One ! (35)
Gleuwiwnmus genflwrys Guiorer emmbailer

Thou art the heat ! and Thou the cold ! the Master Thou, O spotless One
Gumduwim ufleGleveveomb Cumwuse eug e

Thou cam’st in grace, that all things false might flee,
Glio@h@pran e WBlefirdleamm Gouids Gy

True Wisdom, gleaming bright in splendour true,

si@hehrer wlebeonCxenn et Glimor Ger

To me, void of all wisdom, blissful Lord !

SiGhETens SaTmar SEaallh@h BaanlCar

O Wisdom fair, causing unwisdom’ self to flee far off ! (40)
&S0 Senailmigl Bevevru eersgEeEGL

Thou know’st no increase, measure, end ! All worlds
ShSGOUTUIT STOLTL PTG meuTyl

Thou dost create, protect, destroy, enrich with grace,
Curs@eur Guerenenss y@geiliumy BlaGempbiiler
Release. Thou causest me to enter ‘mid Thy servant band
pronggler Crflumwt Gewmus pewflurGer

More subtile Thou than fragrance. Thou’art afar, art near.
wrppd wermislir Bl wenmGuirGer

Thou art the Mystic word, transcending word and thought. (45)
sphsuUTed) sambloor® Gpuisabstn Gured

As when are mingled milk, sweet juice of cane and butter,
dppgquinit Fpgmeaner Commll e

Thou dost distil, like honey, in the thought of glorious devotees,
Ulnss dinliumys@n emsiger Qugpworer

And cuttest off the continuity of births - our mighty One !
BlorisCerty gbgenLwry! allanGammiset a5

Thou hast the colours five | While heavenly ones extolled
wanhElEHsTw enbGluprear sudallamarGus &erener
Thou didst lie hid, our mighty Lord ! In the strong grasp of deeds, (50)
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I lay, hidden amid illusion’s shrouding gloom.

SYUDLITEULD  6TGITEILD cg;@:ﬁ;&uﬁg’)gjrr{_f) FLIqLi

Thou binding with rare cords of virtue and of sin,

upsGgmed CuriEOBmEID LwpSIWsS Apg

Didst clothe with outer skin, enveloping with worms and filth, -
weveh Campld eeilg euruiln (Gigenev

Within my nine-gated dwelling foul bewildered,

LOGVEIEL] LjeVeneuihBid euhFemarenwis GlFuiu

By the five senses sore deceived, - (55)

allevmis warssred afleor o erd@s

To me, mean as [ was, with no good thing, Thou didst grant grace,
VS SeLTdls sHBE6ET 2 (HEh

That I, with mind erewhile embruted, - pure one ! - should
pevpgrer Bers FANCwWHE Hevd

Become commingling love, in soul-subduing rapture melt !
Blovpgar Gued eupsmell Ferspsdser sriig

Thou cam’st in grace on this same earth, didst show Thy mighty feet
Brudip soLwruis Hps onqBunEs

To me who lay mere slave, - meaner than any dog, - (60)
srullh Spbs sumeurar s5g5euGan

Essential grace more precious than a mother’s love !

wrenm Corgl weihg weoTdaL Gy

Spotless splendour ! Brightness of full-blown flower !
CasCear Gxemi oipCs FeuryyGer

O Teacher | Honied ambrosia ! Lord of Civa-town !

UTFomD Lupmms s urflée@n o fluGer

O venerated One, Guardian, Looser of Pacam’s tie,

Cre symer Lflbs Onbehdled auEhemGsL L

Working in grace of love, that in my mind delultion may die out !
Cuyra pley Gumsismamen CuyrGm

Great river of exceeding tenderness, with ceaseless flow !
T 9pls enailevr GLiborGear

Ambrosia that satiates not ! Infinite, almighty Lord !

QUISTIT 2 eenda @efasd @aflurGeor

Light unseen that lurks within the souls that sought Thee not !
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byrws e pheéslewer gymuilymy) BlarmrGer

Thou Who abidest in my soul, till melting waters flow !
Glamiapd gyeiipd BleveorGer 2 eirermGeor

Thou Who art without pleasure or pain, Who vet hast both ! (70)
SIGHTLI(HS S AT WITEGUUILOT UIGDRIGVUILOTU

Loving to loving ones ! Effulgent One, Who all things art,
GardluGenr graraflpBer Caramr GumeanowGer

And their negation too | Great Master, whom no darkness gathers round !
B oBEsD HHeuTE edevTGan

First One, Thou’rt End and Midst, and art devoid of these !
rirgGgaenear L Gareant epomsg GumorGear

Father, Lord, Who drew’st, and mad’st me Thine !
Fnrg&Glowie) (Eprarggred OareaviGeieuri Smie s
Eye of the minds that see by keenest glance of wisdom true, (75)
Crrasflu CpreGs memidafu mies s Ge

Hard to be eyed ! Subtle understanding, none can scrutinize |
Curs@b eugayd Lemreyllevmt) LetanfwGer

Holy ! Who comest not, nor goest, nor mingling liv’st |

s1&@ e sreueBer sreaiuflu CuGrrafGui
Guardian who guardest us ! Great Light whom none can see |
opmplar GeuerenGio Ssasr WssTL) Bleim

Flood of delight ! Father ! Light of all passing splendours
Carpmée aLGlgrefluris Gemedeoonrs miadaieiamu
That appear ! Unutterably subtle Intellect ! (80)

wrppwrn oeuwssdler GCeuaiGeailp supgplamb

Of all that in this world diverse pronounced as truth

CanmCGear Gapps OsallCe aer Hbsamenysi

Is known, Thou art the knowledge sure ! Full certitude !
pappren o aviewiny SipGs o el wirBer

Precious ambrosia, fountain welling up within | My Owner Thou !
Coupgy eflery afls@Libliler o &l i

I can’t endure, our Guru, in this changing straitened frame to ‘bide.
mGmGland guir orGearCGur Gleuearbperm

Aran! All Thy saints made true invoke Thee, (85)

Cumpalt yspiSlmbg GuruiGe’ @ GouwwrearnTit
Worshipping abide, and praising Thee, from falsehood freed,
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Hither return no more | That deeds and birth eling not,

o6l Levd@ribents sLLflas euedevrGeor

To sever bonds of this deceitful sensuous frame the might is Thine !
semeflmetled pliw vulamr®n mrsGer

Lord who dost dance, trampling dense darkness down !
Slovemeoug engsGear Osaraing mr L rGer

Dancer in Thillai | Dweller in the Southern PAndi land ! (90)
ebevy Limall opuiinGer ¢ Glauaigy

Thou Who dost cut off evil birth ! - Adoring ever, Thee they name,
Gerebevn sflurenans Gamevells Bmangsd Sipés

Whom words declare not; then ‘NEATH THY SACRED FEET
Gredeli uTLigesr Gurwenamihbg Gereayoumi

THEY LEARN THE MEANING OF THEIR SONG. The blessed ones
Glesbour Feuyrsdlear o_arenmi FeuamnqsdLpLs

In Civan’s town who dwell, - full many a one, - beneath
uebGourptd gL Lienllh i

The feet of Civan, lowly bending utter praise. (95)
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Appamma....

Appamma was very special to us in many ways. Appamma
always asked us to blow the candles on the cake. She also
asked us to cut the cake on her birthday. Appamma always
came to our birthday parties. We also celebrated Christmas
with her every year. We had fun visiting many places with her.
We are going to miss her phone calls in the mornings. We are
going to miss seeing her every Sunday. Appamma will always
be in our thoughts and prayers.

Loving grand kids
Eshana and Shivaan
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Badji...

As I sit down to pen my thoughts to write a tribute to our
dearest Badji who has a very special place in my heart, tears
well up my eyes.

It was a cool autumn night in Toronto back in September
2010, when little Lancy boo and myself arrived from the
Cayman Islands after my assignment as we were enroute to
Tokyo to join Keiko. Due to Lancy's quarantine needs we
had to stay in Toronto for a while. From the day we arrived
Badji and Dharshi took care of both of us like their own.
Dharshi was so gracious that she gave up her room for mine
and Lancy's comforts. Everyday till we left we were treated
so specially that we kept postponing our departure. Once I
started working Badji would ensure I carried lunch everyday.
Nice home cooked meals wrapped neatly. She kept a close
eye on Lancy while I was gone to work. Both were good
companions to each other except one day when Badji
accidently had the stove on and caught fire, Lancy was the
first one to boot out the door. I still remember she would
wake me up at 5.45am everyday while Jaya TV was playing
thevarams loud. The week-ends were special as we went to
the temple together and Badji had a liking for the Ayappan
temple or we would drive to Raj's house. We even took trips
together to Rochester and flew out to New Jersey where we
all gathered at Annai's and spent some quality time with all
the kids GLV and ES entertaining all of us. Inghu and I
played the miruthangam for her while Abbhi was singing.
These were some of the finest memories that 1 will cherish
forever.

Badji was full of life — feisty — and fun. When she walked in
a room, you knew. To me, it was like someone turned a light
on when she arrived. If Amma was quiet and efficient Badji
had a bit of our Appa's demeanour, She had a wonderful
smile and a laugh that couldn’t help but elicit laughter from
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others. My favourite laughs were the ones that seemed
virtually uncontrollable. She had a knack for recounting
stories and would quickly have us all in stitches. She would
share many stories about Amma, Appa, Sithappa, Annai
mama and Athene. She loved herchildren and her
grandchildren but also her nieces and nephews very much.
She shared some special stories about Premini and
Siddarthan’s early childhood since they both stayed in no 4
clock tower growing up in Jaffna and then during Ana’s birth
in Colombo. All 3 of her children took great care of her
especially her only daughter Dharshi. She had a special
relationship with her who devoted most of her time to Badji
till her demise.

Badji had a distinct personal style and a heightened sense of
aesthetics — her elaborate cooking for gatherings, her skill at
the art of presentation, her lush desserts, her amazing
organization, her personal dress and demeanour, her
beautiful handwriting — she had a way about her that was so
very special. [ still remember when Appa used to travel to
Jaffna on work he preferred to stay at the house instead of
the hotel to enjoy her lavish meals. Even his friends would
join him and soon there would be a big gathering but Badji
had no problems cooking for large groups.

In today’s harsh world our strength and sense of values to
society should not be calculated by the personal wealth we
accumulate, but our moral obligations and how we cared for
and treat those who are less fortunate. Badji was such a
person; a compassionate, kind person who was strong in her
hindu faith that guided her to extend a helping hand to those
neglected even by their own communities. This was quite
evident during some difficult times in Jaffna and especially
after the 83 riots when all of us stayed in clock tower
road. She housed and fed all of us and took care of us. I
enrolled in Jaffha college for a few months and she would
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come every week-end toiling in the hot sun carrying home
cooked meals and some delicious mutton rolls from Ricoh.

For some of us who have been very concerned about the
level of selfishness and greed that tore apart the social fabric
of Sri lanka, there is still hope as we have been a witness to
how and why love and kindness remain the ultimate
salvation for a cohesive and civilised nation. This is her
legacy. She lived a fruitful life and left us with a job well-
done. Where she had pain, it was because she wished she
could have done more; where she had disappointment it was
because there wasso much tension and vices in
contemporary Sri lanka especially in Jaffna where she lived
most of her life; and where she had hope it was because her
greatest passion was for her husband and her children
whom she raised with the right values of respect, honesty,
hard work and love for humanity. Today all three are strong
and good citizens, who have excelled in their various fields.

[ am forever grateful to have walked in the light of her love.
[ will miss her every day for the rest of my life. I know that
no one that knew her will ever forget her. Let us all
remember her and the way that she touched our lives and
finally she is at peace with her loving husband and her
siblings. Thank you for all what you have given me and the
great memories Badji, and may god bless your soul.

Love.
Titi Ragu

Thank you Badji party, engalla hug panni love you
sollurathuku. Engalla lingy veli goki inga vaa endu solluva.
When we come to Toronto nedugalum wvanthu solluva
nithirai kollungo endu. We love you Badji party thank you
for all your presents. We miss you

GCaMEGe, e9MIG6T, Geuev 6
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My loving and dearest Badji...

Tears well in my eyes unspoken thoughts keep floating
around. Pangs of pain and guilt take over. You and chips were
my strength and confidant. You were a beautiful sole and an
Amma to all of us. Your unconditional love, caring nature
smiling face had no boundaries.

You were there for every one whom ever needed their
help. You had abundance of love and generosity. Every
relationship was fulfilled at every stages of your life. Duty
and rituals were paramount throughout your life, You were a
talented sole with exceptional culinary skills. Ever since I
could remember you were there at every step of my life. Still
remember vividly the advice you give sternly but lovingly. My
loving and dearest Amma will always say "ivaluku Badjiya
kondu than kathieka vaenum.

My holidays at Radhashrama come before my eyes. You were
the guiding star to your perramakal. Lists are endless for helps
and sacrifices that you made. Badji you gave everything to
everyone. Words can't express how we feel.

Athene starting the game you ending it all. Ask the good lord
to give us a chance to meet all of you for another chance.
Without scattering in the wide world but to be together in our
motherland. Goodbye until we meet you. May vou rest in
peace.

Your ever loving perramakal premini
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I'm Free - Unknown
Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me.
I took his hand when I heard his call,
I turned my back and left it all.

[ could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work, to play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I've found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My Life's been full, T savoured much,
Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch,

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.

............

You were like a second Amma to us. So many good memories
at 4 Clock tower road. Right from childhood babysitting
walking me to kindergarten, cooking and packing lunch in
1983. Will miss you a lot,

Lots of love.
Dathan.
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Our Super Mami/Peri Amma

Through the film of tears comes lovely memories with our
Mami. In Jaffna, the clock tower is a famous landmark. On
the same road is Rada-Archiramam (suitably named) and it
functioned until the war, when all were evicted. Our Mami
was always the warm host, and welcomed all through those
doors. So many, not just her relatives, benefited from her
hospitality. She embraced all people with her broad, open
arms and warm heart no matter what time of day, and offered
delicious food and shelter when it was needed. “Sappidu
raasa” is still echoing in my ears. She had exemplary talents
in her domestic life, some of which I managed to learn from
being her “assistant” after my A-level’s, from sweeping the
floor and raking leaves to cooking skills from boiling to
baking. I am yet to see another one to supersede her. We
were so fond of going to Mami’s for various foods and
snacks and for trips to Subash café, as well as films and for
faludas, which were luxuries at that time.

The picture of my Mami embedded in my mind is a tall,
slender, refined figure with a sparkling nose stud and round
kunkumam on her forehead, smartly draped in a sari. We
always joked, saying “Sivappu Mami for our Karruppu
mama.”Our late mama admired, albeit silently, our mami’s
special skills and talents, and he would often disclose to us
this admiration when he commented “You don’t know how
to do this, go learn from Mami” (or Easwari to his sisters).

Kind hearted, straightforward, flexible when she needs to be,
stubborn when she had to be, who stood by her Hindu values
and heritage, her ethos in life is to give, and she was so loved
by the family she married into, for whom she was “our
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Easwari or Anni”. Our Grandfather, a stern figure (late
KSS), also often melted in front of the humble “Easwari”,
and was so proud of his first daughter in law.

Words cannot describe how much we have lost in our life
from being fragmented all around the globe. What keeps us
moving on, certainly in my case, is all the cherished,
wonderful memories of our lives where our Mami played a
huge and a positive role, for which we are so grateful. Thank
you for all you have done for all of us Mami, you were a
strong bark of the KSS tree.

Mami, may your soul rest in peace and harmony with all our
loved ones who are already there!

Vasanthy (on behalf of all)
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Eshwary Para

Eshwary, born third in her family of two sisters and two
brothers, was a quiet-going thoughtful individual mindful of
her family background and traditions, even from a young
age.

Being an immediate neighbour with deep family connections
with Eshwary’s father and Mother, through both my Parents’
side of relatives, it was only possible to remember how we
all grew up, as it were, together. Although we all were
cousins from both sides of our parents, we all moved very
close so as to end up as very good friends.

Reflecting our fore-fathers upbringing in an orthodox and
strict following in all of our traditional customs and
practices, we, in turn, were expected to lead our everyday
lives to the very precise principles of our family values.
Among all of our cousins, Eshwary was foremost in
appreciating these values to the full, and gave importance to
them in her later life.

With all three adjoining properties owned and occupied by
our immediate families, everyday life down Clock Tower
Road, then, was one of quiet contentment, with exciting
family functions, unannounced family visits, social get-
togethers and an unassuming sense of belonging that
transcended the general social aspect of Jaffha society. It was
almost a daily routine for Eshwary, and her brothers
Sivakantha and Sithampares, her sister Vimala to chat over
our garden fence with my sisters and my mother.

I remember both our families being fully involved in the use

the adjoining areas of leisure facilities. Sivakantha,

Sithampares, Eshwary and we all were part of the wider

activities, whether playing on the Jaffna esplanade, walking

along the banks of the Lotus Lake, spending time catching
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up on family news under a full moon light on the MuniAppar
temple grounds, or strolling around the Jaffna lagoon
coastline. These were moments of great pleasure to relish
and enjoy the close company we had kept alive at all times.

After finishing at Vembadi Girls High School in Jaffna,
Eshwary went on to training in Montessori teaching, in
Colombo. On completing her course, she spent her time and
energy in dedicating her acquired skills towards the welfare
and learning of her pupils, never taking any days off from
her professional duties. She was also inspired by her
religious upbringing through the Hindu faith and teachings.
Eshwary soon became a strong believer in following the
principles, the practice and the very demanding customs of
her religion. In her later life she was to dedicate her way of
life and thoughts in strictly adhering to these religious
practices.

Following Malar’s and my engagement in 1965 in Colombo,
it was Eshwary, among all my cousins, who first entertained
both of us to her home in Jaffna. She soon got closely
acquainted with Malar and their friendship grew stronger
over the following years. Even after we moved to London,
we kept in close touch with Eshwary.

Eshwary and Para were blessed with two sons, Eshwararaj
and Dharshan and daughter, Dharshini in Jaffna, with the
children attending the adjoining schools. On our many
travels from London to our home in Jaffna, we always
enjoyed the company of Eshwary, Dharshan, Dharshi and
Sithampares.

Even with Dharshi away from home and studying in the
States or Para working in Nigeria, Eshwary never displayed
a liking to go or travel abroad. She loved continuing to live
in Jaffna and in her home, even under very disruptive and
dangerous periods in the region.
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When she moved to Colombo to their new home, Eshwary
continued to follow her teaching profession. Eshwary, being
very much emotionally attached to her sister Vimala, gave
her time and effort in helping her in difficult times. Again,
on our many travels to Colombo, Eshwary and Para — who
had now returned from Nigeria - entertained us in their home
many times, continuing our close and pleasant company and
friendship. "

In 2007, when Eshwary and Para decided to move to
Canada, we had the pleasure of entertaining them, in our
home, when they stopped over in London. It was also a time
when Munohari,” Aftab and Family had the pleasure of
meeting them at their home in London.

In 2009 we had the privilege of meeting and entertaining
Eshwary and Para here in London, when they attended our
nephew Ravi’s daughter in Wolverhampton. We all had the
opportunity to meet up with Eshwary again in 2011 at
Dharshi’s home in Toronto. Unfortunately, it was to be the
last time we were to see her in person.

We send our deep Love and Solicitude to Eswary’s Children
Eshwararaj and Family, Dharshini and Dharshan, in their
time of grief, and may the many pleasant memories of
Eshwary remain with all of us for a long while.

“Written in great Pain and with fond memories of our Most
Dearest and nearest cousin Eshwary. No amount of words can
Justify her contribution of Love and Dedication o Care and
comfort of others. Always  recalling moments of close
relationships and Family traditions, intermingled with a deep
knowledge of our family history and recalling individual identities
of persons, most of us would never have remembered.”
With God’s Blessings

Indra, Malar, Munohari, Aftab, Zakir and Danesh

31

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Tribute to Easwary machal,

It is with much love and affection that I send this message
about Easwary Machal for being a part of my life and lives of
her other cousins. I write this note with profound
sadness of my personal thoughts and feelings to recollect the
lasting memories of our dear Easwary Machal.

My earliest memory of her was when she was bordered at
Buddhist Ladies College where she studied home-science
course and would come to our place at Bampalapitya flats for
weekends while we all had a fun time under her supervision.
During the 1958 riots we were living in Colombo, and had to
leave for Jaffna in a hurry and we stayed with Easwary
Machal's family at Radhashrama. During this time Easwary
Machal would take me to Vembadi School for a short spell
and help me with my homework. She looked after me and my
siblings well. During the fifties and sixties we the Nadarajahs,
spent our holidays in Jaffna, where Easwary Machal would
take us to visit our relatives, cooked lovely sumptuous meals
and tailored pretty dresses for us. She gave me the best holiday
treats.

When Easwary Machal joined para annai in holy matrimony
we all went for the wedding. My parents did the” Thetham”
for the wedding (Giving away the bride to the groom). My
brother Ravi was the tholan(best man). She has been very
close to our family during her younger days as well as the
older days.

When I married Shan in 1979, she came all the way from
Jaffna with Dharshini who was one of my flower girls for the
wedding. Shan and I came to Sri Lanka in June 1983, while we
spent a couple of days in Jaffha and were looked after well
even during those tensed time in Jaffna by Easwary Machal.
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Back again in 1988, we had a good reunion when we came
down for my sister's wedding. We kept in touch through
letters. After she moved to Colombo, every time we visited
Colombo, we caught up with her and she would always cook
us a delicious meal. After she migrated to Canada we were
again reunited with her at our son, Sanjeevan’s wedding. Later
last year, we visited her in the hospital when she was seriously
ill. We have always kept in touch through letters and phone
calls although distances separated us.

To her late husband and her children she was a devoted loving
wife and devoted and dedicated mother. Easwary Machal was
a sincere, god fearing, caring, pleasant and affectionate
person. Although we knew right along her health was fast
deteriorating we still hoped she would come round to live for
some years among her dear loved ones. Her children Raj,
Dharshini and Dharshan have cared for her tremendously with
utmost care, love and affection to the very end.

[ will miss our hour long conversations but I am happy for all
the times we did have together and conversed. Even
though she isn’t physically here, I will always have her
memories with me and that is something that I will cherish for
ever.

Let her soul attain moksha

Shevanthi
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Our Beloved Easwary Machal

When our family decided to settle in Colombo, we would
always make annual trips back to Jaffha. We would mainly
stay at Rathashirama, enabling us to spend time with all our
relatives that were scattered around Yaalpaanam. While we
were there, Easwary Machal being elder to us would baby sit
us, which was a welcome relief to my parents. After the 'riots'
in 1956, we temporarily moved to Jaffna and had to stay at
Clocktower Rd, where Easwary Machal gladly resumed her
“au pair’ duties. After completing her studies at Vembadi, she
came to Colombo for further studies at Buddhist Ladies. We
always waited in anticipation for her visits, for the pleasure of
her company as well as the delicious meals and desserts she
made for us. When Easwary Machal's marriage was arranged
in February 1968, I felt privileged and touched when she
wanted me to be the tholan for her prospective groom Para
Annai.

It was my in-laws wish that for the birth of our first child, my
wife Thuvaraha should return to Udupiddy. Easwary Machal
willingly did all the arrangements necessary for the delivery
of my eldest daughter Vyshnavee at Jaffna Hospital. Her
nurturing and generous nature was unwavering and she would
always ask Thuvaraha to stay with her overnight to take her to
clinic the next day. When my wife was finally admitted to
hospital for the delivery, Easway Machal regularly brought
her home cooked meals and ensured that she was well cared
for. She was the first to call me in Colombo to announce the
news of our blessed New Year's baby, Vyshnavee.

While working at the Irrigation Department, T used to go on
duty and on vacation to the North. [ mainly stayed with
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Easwary Machal, and she along with Para Annai and children
Raj, Dharshini and Dharshan always made me feel welcome
and at ease. Her dinner spread was always lavish and she
would never let me leave on an empty stomach.

When I migrated to Australia with my family in 1988, though
distance kept us apart, we stayed in touch via phone and
letters. In June 2009, we reunited in London after more than
two decades when she attended the wedding of my nephew
Sanjeevan with Para Annai. After the wedding I proceeded to
Toronto, allowing me to spend more time with Easwary
Machal and Para Annai at their residence in Canada. We
relived and reminisced about the good old days back in Jaffna,
and filled our memories with missed moments from the past
21 years. I never expected that this would be the last time ['d
be seeing them both.

When her health began to decline rapidly, we hoped and
prayed she would remain with us for a little longer. Her
children Raj, Dharshini and Dharshan took care of their
mother with extreme devotion and love til the very end. She
and her family have always been close to all of us, and though
she is sadly no longer with us, my fond memories of her will
continue to linger forever.

God bless her and may her soul rest in peace.

Ravi
Nadarajah Wijekumar
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Our dear Easwary Machal,

Easwary Machal is our dear cousin who shared our-
the major milestones of the Nadarajah family. It is deeply
saddening that she is no more to encourage our triumphs and
be a tower of strength during the difficult times especially
after loss of our dear mother.

My early recollection is her making delicious cakes, icing
intricate basket weave patterns and topping them with
beautiful bunch of roses for special occasions of the family
and friends. The home science teacher in her encourage us try
our hand with the leftover icing. This helped me when it came
to my children's birthday cakes! She was a great cook and
spoilt us with her tasty meals during our stay at Radhashrama.
When I moved to Peradeniya and later to Singapore she would
keep topping my snack rack with her cakes and sweets.

She was a real Florence Nightingale taking good care of Athai
when she was ill and later on her siblings. She would also
happily baby sit her nieces and nephews and even us the
cousins. Para Annai and Easa played a key role in our wedding
arrangements and getting young Raj ready for the role of
Mappilai Tholan.That was the time they had just returned
from their Singapore trip and we kept teasing them about their
second honeymoon!

It was after some time that I got to see her in Toronto and
spend quality time with her reminiscing childhood
memories. She would invite all my friends and relatives for a
meal at her place to meet me just so that we had more time
together. I was so touched during my last visit to Toronto, in-
spite of her 1ll health she made her famous fish curry for me
even though Dharshi had arranged for the meals to be
delivered.
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Goodbye dearest Easa and you are so dearly missed.
| May your soul attain Moksha

Your loving cousin
Rajanthi, Sydney

My Thoughts of Easwary Machal

Easwary machal has always had a big heart and a helping
hand. Whenever we went to Jaffna, she was always there to
welcome us. When we were small, during our school holidays,
the family used to go to Jaffna and stay at no.4 Clock Tower
rd. Here, all 6 children plus amma and appa would be treated
compassionately by Easwary machal and Para Annai.

After appa’s death in February ‘83, amma wanted Dushy and
[ to go to Jaftna and spend time with Easwary machal to avoid
the conflict of the *83 riots. We stayed with Easwary machal
for more than a month and while we were here, she made us
feel welcome and at home, providing us with an assortment of
food and allowed the two of us to stay at her place in Jaffha.
Here, she took Dushy and I to many temples and to visit our
relatives as well. Also, while we were here, she proved to have
outstanding culinary skills and left us wanting more.

In 2005, when my family and I as well as amma came to Sri
Lanka, Easwary machal made sure that we would stay for a
night. While we stayed with her, Easwary machal made mine
and amma’s favourite food, and I realized just how much I
missed my cousin’s cooking. Easwary machal was very happy
that her dearest maami (my amma) stayed that night with her.
That night, amma, Easwary machal and T were talking, we
reminisced about the good old days and how we used to spend
the majority of each day together. After a specific request by
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me, Baswary machal obliged and made her famous vegetarian
Christmas cake and not only for my family but for all of the
Nadarajah family in Australia.

In 2009, when I went to London for my nephew’s wedding, [
was fortunate enough to meet Para Annai, Easwary machal
and Dharshan.

Even after she had moved to Canada, Easwary machal kept in
contact with all of the Nadarajah children via telephone. Due
to her worsening health condition, she was moved to a nursing
home and it became harder for us to speak with her, but
whenever Easwary machal wanted to get in contact with us,
Dharshan would always call us, and we thank him for that.

She will be missed by all who knew her, but always
remembered for her kind, caring and loving nature.

Your loving cousin,

Baba (Neelanthi Panchalingam)

-~
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Our Dearest Easwary Machal

On the 12th Day of May was a very sad day for our family.
Our dearest Easa as she is fondly known by Nadarajah family
had to keep her appointment with destiny. She quietly left her
earthly abode to be with her creator and all of her loved ones
already there.

Easa is a very special cousin in my life. She was kind,
generous, sincere, patient, caring, religious, duty conscious
and never has a harsh word for anyone. Her house has been an
open house not only to her immediate and extended family but
also for her friends and others. We all had a very close
relationship with her.

I have so many fond memories of my time with Easwary
Machal and Para Annai. I have spent my holidays at least once
a year with her from my early childhood: She takes me around
to visit all my relatives and prepares the tastiest food although
she had to take care her children of young Raj, Dharshi and
Dharshan. Being a Home Science Teacher, she was an
excellent chef and her culinary skills were of Master Chef
standard! I remember on one of those visits I celebrated my
birthday with her. She made a special chocolate cake for me,
made my favourite meal and a gave me a generous cash which
made it so memorable in the absence of my parents. It was
always a happy and enjoyable time to spend with her. There
was never a dull moment.

My sister Neelanthi and I were sent to Jaffna during the 1983
riots, by our parents, There again she welcomed us with a big
smile and hearty greeting although she had a full house. We
were there for a month or more and were looked after so well.

e}
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Our entire family was fortunate to have met Easa and Para
Annai at our nephew Sanjeevan' s wedding in London, Ikept
in touch with her over the phone. We had very long chats and
always reminisced about our good old days in
"Radhashirama" in Jaffna and J/6 Bambalapitya flats! I had
promised her that T would visit her once my son finished his
Year 12 this year unfortunately it was not to be so as fate
decided otherwise.

Though our darling Easa is no longer with us, all the memories
we have of her will be in our hearts forever.

"May her Noble soul rest in peace"

Om Shanthi! Om Shanthi! Om Shanthi!

"Where A Beautiful Soul has travelled, Beautiful Memories
Remain Forever"

Dushy Vaheesan
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OUR EASWARY ACCA.

Early demise of our dearest cousin has saddened all my
brothers, sisters and myself a great deal. She was more of a
sister to us than a cousin as we had the advantage of extended
family relationship. We all enjoyed reflective of the enviable
Jaffna Tamil tradition.

Radhashrama was my second home in Jaffna as i spent my
first 31 days there after the initial hospital stay after i was
born. I used to look forward to spend my school holidays at
no4, clock tower road. I was treated to Tamil movies and other
trappings of the Jaffna pattinam by my cousins.

Easwary acca used to take special care of me and spoil me
with her tasty dishes which was the hallmark of her
achievement at buddhist ladies college, Colombo. She used to
entertain us with interesting stories of her experience at the
college. Being taken to wellington and windsor theatre in
Jaffna to see Tamil movies was the high light of my stay and
she always made sure that i did not miss out on this.

I was always made most welcome whenever i visited her both
in Jaffna and Colombo and was the beneficiary of her culinary
skills. She was a very compassionate person and always
willing to help and accommodate.

During the dark days of turmoil in Jaffna she had been very
helpful to her relatives, though she also had to go through
difficulties of immense nature.

I invited her to accompany my mother with my sister and I
when we went see my future wife for the first time and this
reflects the affection and trust we had in her and was a pillar
of strength during my wedding,

41

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



She was very proud of her children and their achievements.
Family responsibilities were supreme for her and i know the
difficult times she had missing her husband after para athans
demise. Her exemplary life as a devout hindu and inclination
to follow the Jaffna Tamil tradition as a way of life was very
adorable. She was an excellent daughter looking after her ill
mother till late setting an example to all of us.

Even while she was enjoying the comforts provided by her
children in Canada she was always thinking of the
disadvantaged people of Jaffha and the suffering they were
going through and always ever ready to offer help to the less
advantaged relatives,

Our Easwary acca was bestowed with great qualities which
drew people close to her and she was a unique person. Her
early demise is a great loss to us. She will be missed but will
have a special place in all our hearts always. May her soul
attain moksham.

Ravi and all her beloved cousins
from Ananda Manai, Vathiry.
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‘Breath’ is our Life Force God’
By Dr.V.Pararajasingham Ph.D
Holistic Practitioner
“YogaChiththar’.Vavuniya™
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Appreciation

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude and
appreciation for all of the love, kindness and thoughtful
gesture bestowed upon us during a very difficult time for our
family with the loss of our dearest adorable Ammah.

We would like to thank all our relatives and friends who
helped us in many ways. Words cannot express how much
we appreciate you for the condolences and the help you
provided us during our moment of sorrow. We thank you for
being there for us when we needed you the most. We
appreciate you taking the time to come and be a part of the
bereavement. Your presence helped to lighten our burden.
Although this is a difficult time for us we find comfort in
knowing how fortunate we are to have known all of you.

We are truly grateful to Richmond hill, Mackenzie Health
hospital, Markham Stouffville hospital, maple health centre
and tamil senior homes who provided extra ordinary comfort
and care to our dearest Ammah. We express our sincere
gratitude to everyone who visited her at the hospital.

Our sincere appreciation to those who sent us the beautiful
floral arrangements and to those who condoled us with
words of encouragement from miles across the ocean

Pararajasegaram’s family
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The Gist of Gita I

Whatever happened to you,
it went on well. |
Whatever is happening noe
is going well. '
Whatever has to happen
will also be good.
What have you lost
for you to cry?
What have you brought with you
for you to lose?
What have you created
for it to go waste?
Whatever you obtained
=#= was taken from here.
Anything you gave away
was given to you here.
What is yours today,
will belong to someone tomorrow.
In another day
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