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GONE FROM MY SIGHT -NOT
FROM MY HEART
UNCLE THANANCHAYAN

Thursday, 25th November 2010 has been a gloomy day in Sri
Lanka with overcast sky and pouring rain. Living thousands of
miles away from Canada., | received the shocking news of the
sudden death of my dear uncle, Thananchayan. | was shaken and
overwhelmed with sorrow.

Many thoughts raced through my mind. His gentle nature
and soft spoken manner, his frequent telephone calls, his loving
care about me passed over and over my mind. Never uttering a
harsh word, he was exuding friendship to all and enmity towards
none. These traits portray the greatness of his personality.

During his distinguished career in Sri Lanka spanning over
three decades, he moved up to the high position of Deputy Direc-
tor of Education. He established himself as a highly respected
senior member of the Sri Lanka Government service. After retire-
ment he chose to join his children in Canada where he breathed
his last.

Uncle you never forget to wish me on my birthdays. It has
always been the first call when | wake up. Not any more.

Behind every successful man is a woman. Aunty Sivam has
been throughout his support and solace. She looked after him
through health and sickness with loving care. My thoughts are
always with her and my Cousins, Athi, Mangala, Anusha and
Kalpana.

Where can | get an Uncle like you again? You will be treas-
ured in my mind forever.

-Kalyani.
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Late Saravanmuththu Thananchayan

| received a phone call when | was in Singapore from my
daughter in Sydney bearing the tragic news that Mr. Thanan-
chayan had passed away on 25 of November 2010. | was shocked,
grieved and devastated and realized that | had lost someone
infinitely special in my life, someone who showed enormous
affection and sympathy, someone to whom | knew | could confide
anything and from whom | would receive the wisest counsel and
advice, Thananchayan was a long time friend, compatriot, and a
schoolmate of mine. Hence | wish to record my utmost apprecia-
tion and gratitude to him.

He was born on 30 January 1932 in an affluent and
privileged family in Velanai. His illustrious father, late Saravana-
muthu, was the first postmaster at Velanai and a landed propri-
etor cum a farmer himself. His mother was from Thunavi in
Vaddukkoddai. Thananchayan is the second child in a family of
three siblings. He married Sivasunthara in 1960, a product of Holy
Cross College,Trichinopoly and Queen Mary’s College, Madras and
the daughter of V.N.Kandiah a business magnate from Karampon,
Kayts. Mr. & Mrs. Thananchayan had a wonderful married life and
were devoted to each other. It is often said that "behind the
success of every man there is a woman" His wife should have
been a source of encouragement and a tower of strength in all his
endeavors. They had four children namely Athithan, Mangala,
Anusha and Kalpana who are well educated and in good positions
today.

He had his primary education in American Mission Primary
school in Velanai, his secondary education in Jaffna Hindu College
and the University education at St.Paul’s college in Calcutta, After
graduation this medium built and bespectacled personality was
appointed as a science master at St. Xavier’s College, Nuwara-
Eliya. After the takeover of schools in 1961 he was transferred to
Holy Trinity College Nuwara-Eliya where he proved himself as effi-
cient, meticulous, methodical, and hard working science master
and one who had produced very good results in GCE(O.L.)and
G.C.E.(A.L.) examinations. One gifted advantage he had was that
he had good hand and artistic talent. His subjects were then
Botany and zoology which involved drawing. His drawing on the
blackboard simply attracted the students. Thereby they started
worshipping him and the subjects he taught. He became a hero to
the taught. The Education Department did not fail to recognize
Thananchayan’s talents. As the consequence of which he was ap-
pointed circuit education officer for the Hatton circuit. Then he

was transferred to Kilinochi. After two years he was transferred to
Rigitized bv Noolaham Eoundation
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Uduvil circuit. He retired from Maruthanar Madam “Kottam Cir-
cuit”.

Thanachayan has exemplary qualities. He would deal with
unacceptable behavior of students or neglect of studies with kind
and encouraging words. He used to tell me that proper
encouragement and advice is the answer for all student melodies.
He had been always a counselor, friend and a guide to students
and teachers. His philosophy in life as a teacher and thereafter as
an education officer and as an individual was to refrain from
harming anybody or hurting the feelings of others and to reply to
harsh words with kind loving words. There were occasions when
teachers under his jurisdiction crossed. He neither punished them
nor reported them to the higher authorities. There was an incident
concerning a teacher in Kilinochi circuit where he grabbed the log
boaok from the principal and tore it into pieces and threw the
pieces of paper at the principal’s face. Thanachayan was sent to
the school to inquire into this high handed act. To the surprise of
the department he warned him and transferred the teacher to a
grade1 school in the heart of Jaffna. This is Thanachayan the
Great. '

He had a friendly disposition and infectious smile. He lived a
full exemplary life and was a role model to many. |, in particular
have lost a good friend of mine, a priceless treasure to me. He still
remains in my heart. | would break down every time | thought
about him,

We still find it hard to come to terms that our Thananchayan
is no more. His sudden demise is undoubtedly a painful loss to the
family and friends. But, to a generation of men and women whom
he molded in his capacity as a school teacher, his life and times
would remain a legacy forever. In the funeral oration of Mahatma
Gandhi Neru said “the light of Asia is no more”. Likewise | say the
light is now gone but the flame he ignited will continue to
illuminate our lives. His honored memory will remain in the minds
and hearts of those who knew him.

Finally , | join with Mr. Nallanathan, my mentor and well
wisher and Mrs. Nallanathan, Mr.& Mrs. Sivaloganathan and
Mr. & Mrs. Senthil on one hand and the other Mrs. Thananchayan,
Athithan, Mangala, Anusha and Kalpana in mourning the death of
late Mr. Thananchayan. My sympathy and heart - felt condolence
to them.

Shan . Kathirgamamathan
Sydney
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My dear brother .....!

Where have you gone leaving me in this cruel world

We were twins for all the world, and some even took you to be the
elder one

| knew only one mother as | lost mine as an infant

And ours too when quite young to know what death meant

Our mother was so full of love that | did not realise

Me being the cuckoo in the craw's nest

Till the day our mother was called by the maker to his abode

She left our youngest brother on the 39th day of setting foot on
this earth

There were days when we had to bottle feed him

When Nagamuthu achchi took a day off

She had silver hair, mouth stained with beetle chewing endlessly
Can you recall the day when the youngster poked his hand into
the rice pounder

And inadvertently too Nagamuthu crushed his right middle finger
Thanks to Apo in charge, who diligently dressed the finger for
months on end

| left the American Mission Tamil School for Jaffna Hindu College,
And home for the hostel in 1839 at barely ten

It was then that the trauma of our mothers death struck us
Shortly you were to join me at Jaffna Hindu

Nagiah uncle and Ponniah appa rushed to Vellanai for the funeral
from Galle

Nagaiah uncle cried on arrival for the funeral like a child

Poor me, what a shame | couldn’t return to Toronto from Colombo
in this Jet age

You know well my poor health will not withstand

The buffetings of the jet within the few days of arrival

Even back from the doctor's after treatment

You dissuaded us from visiting you for fear

That we may carry bacteria picked up on transport systems

May Ged be with you as he has been always

We had differences but we did not carry them outside our orbits
You stood by me at times when | had fallen, as | never did

| pray to the maker to be kind enough to make me

Be near you as we have been always

S.Nallanathan
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Memorium

| came to know my father-in-law, late Mr. Saravanamuthu
Thananchayan only after my marriage to his daughter Mangala. He
was born into an orthodox Hindu family. At a tender age, he lost his
mother and was raised by his father with three male siblings. My
father-in-law was very fond of his father and his brothers. He and
his brothers were taught knowledge and discipline both at home
and the schools including one of the best schools in Jaffna, Jaffna
Hindu College.

My father-in-law excelled in studies and in sports at Jaffna
Hindu College. He was a member of the first eleven soccer team
during his student days at Jaffna Hindu College. Later, he gradu-
ated from Presidency College in Calcutta with a degree in Biology.
| have had several discussions on various topics with him and |
found him to have possessed a scientific mind. He was very much
interested in seeking a scientific explanation for Astrology. Person-
ally, he was a firm believer of Astrology and Hinduism.

In Sri Lanka, he held very high positions in the field of
education that could easily match his zeal for scientific inquiry. In
1976, as a young student | wanted to meet with him to get a letter
in order to appear for the GCE(A/L) exam as my identity card did
not arrive in time before the examination. But, | did not meet with
him as | got the letter from my school Principal and the Education
Officer in charge of my school district. | told this story to my
father-in-law nearly twenty itwo years later. He jokingly told me that
he gave me his daughter instead of that letter. He was very humor-
ous and very gentle with the people who came in contact with him.

He was a loving husband to his wife of more than fifty years;
Sivasundara . He was a loving father to his children; Athithan, Man-
gala, Anusha, and Kalpana. He was a loving grand-father for his
grand children; Hari, Mahisha, Mithusha, Abira, Myura, Saira,
Arun, and Snagan. We will miss him very dearly.

May his soul rest in peace.

Dr. A.Nanthakumar
{Son-in-law)
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My Thatha

| loved my Thatha. Whenever | visited Toronto, | couldn’t wait
to stay with him. He was the person | really wanted to stay with. He
was an active person. He played with me all the time. Whenever |
made a mistake, he always helped me to fix it. He also did itin a
nice way too. He respected everyone with a polite manner. He
treated relatives very well, especially close relatives. | really loved
him because he treated me with a lot of respect and care. | will
miss him very dearly. May his soul rest in peace forever.

Grandson,
Hari Nanthakumar

Our Grandpa

You are our grandpa and forever you will be, we miss you so
much, we know this you can see,

We’re so confused now things are so strange. But we want
you to know that you're not to blame.

Sometimes we feel like this is a dream, but we guess this can
happen to anyone, including us.

Till the day we see you again, grandpa, may your heart be at
ease. We love you so much, and may you please rest in peace.

Mahisha & Midusha
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Letter From Granddaughter Myura Nimalan

D EXR Ty P\THTHI-\‘)
WEERE ARE YO 7

M ANOM Qg/\)D @AD
TOLD rg Yoor ME
Wit gOp nOw. r Kfep
AL THE feoks AD DY
Po 6AVE My, I vl
REMEMBER  [OREVER  THE

TME [OU Wpve  SPENT WITH
ME  PLARING.
I MIsS ToU, T WaTHWA
TYoUR  LovINé,
MYURRS.

Digitizad by N,
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



ussLb:44 SHEUHEHFILDTEN 6V

| Like My Thatha
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