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Canada National Ant

O Canada!

Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!

From far and wide,

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
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National Council of Canadian Tamils [NCCT)

Y anagian Ta

As the Chairperson of the National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT), it
gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the “International Tamils
Conference 2012 - Canada”. In the effort to win the Justice and Rights of our
brothers and sisters in Sri Lanka, NCCT will continue to create a platform to
engage the wider Canadian society and the international community in a
constructive manner.

NCCT’s primary focus has been to organize Tamil-Canadians in a democratic and cooperative basis
and also to bring justice to the Tamil people in Sri Lanka. In the pursuit of the above objective the
International Tamil Conference for two days on Feb 18" and Feb 19" 2012 in Canada becomes one of
our many efforts.

NCCT values the Canadian government’s stand on the Human Rights issue. NCCT would like to request
the Canadian government to pursue the same stand until the justice is served to the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
NCCT also requests the international community and the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
to serve justice to the Tamil people who are continuously subjected to oppression even to this date.

I, on behalf of NCCT, would like to take this opportunity to thank the Center for War Victims and Human
Rights (CWVHR) who organized the event “International Protection of Human Rights in the 21* century
and Its Challenges” on February 18™.

We also thank the Members of Parliament, Members of Provincial Parliament, Councilors, Professors,
Human Rights Lawyers, Human Rights activists, and members from the Tamil Diaspora Organizations,
some of them who have travelled from abroad to take part in this two day conference.

NCCT also thanks all the Tamil organizations and businesses who sponsored this event. We also thank
the many volunteers for their dedication in making this event a success.

Since the inception of NCCT in June 2011, we have been executing many projects to reach our

goal. Many of you have joined our efforts and we thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

R pt

Mohan Ramakrishnan,
Chairperson, National Council of Canadian Tamils.

Toll Free: 1-866-263-8622 Local: 416-646-7624 Email: info@ncctcanada.ca Web: www.ncctcanada.ca
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In the situation where we witness struggles for democracy across this world, we Tamils of the Island of Sri Lanka
who went through the largest human rights abuses and genocide of the 21" century welcome the International
Human rights Conference being held in Canada.

We hope the conference in Canada will reopen doors so that the UN and its security council as the Canadian
government established the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS) in
September 2000. In February 2001, at the third round table meeting of the ICISS in London, Gareth Evans,
Mohamed Sahnoun and Michael Ignatieff suggested the phrase "responsibility to protect” as a way to avoid the
"right to intervene" or "obligation to intervene" doctrines and yet keep a degree of duty to act to resolve
humanitarian crises.

In December 2001, the ICISS released its report, The Responsibility to Protect. The report presented the idea that
sovereignty is a responsibility and that the international community had the responsibility to prevent mass
atrocities. Economic, political, and social measures were to be used along with diplomatic engagement. Military
Intervention was presented as a last resort. R2P included efforts to rebuild by bringing security and justice to the
victim population and by finding the root cause of the mass atrocities.

In 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Article 2
of this convention defines genocide as "any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: killing members of the group; causing serious bodily
or mental harm to members of the group; deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life, calculated to bring
about its physical destruction in whole or in part; imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group
children of'the group to another group."

In the 64 years since the United Nation adopted a genocide convention in the wake of the Holocaust, world leaders
have failed to prevent the deaths of millions from Biafra and Cambodia to Rwanda, Darfur, Srebrenica, Kosovo,
Palestinians, Kurds, and Tamils in Sri Lanka. They have consistently failed to stop genocides not just because they
lack political will to intervene, but also because of the norm of genocide itself. If a continuing government-
sponsored campaign of mass homicide-in which many thousands have already died and thousands more are likely
to die-is occurring, a coalition of countries, sanctioned by major international and regional institutions, should
intervene to stop the killing before it gets worse.

The Responsibility to Protect is a United Nations initiative established in 2005. It consists of an emerging norm, or
set of principles, based on the idea that sovereignty is not a privilege, but a responsibility. R2P focuses on
preventing and halting of crimes: genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and ethnic cleansing,
which it places under the generic umbrella term of, Mass Atrocity Crimes.

We would like to bring to the attention of the International Community that these treaties were made to establish
peace in the world.

Being part of the conference in Canada we are hopeful that it will create new opportunities to assure security of the
people who suffer atrocities not only in Sri Lanka, also in all part of the world where people suffer in the hands of

tyranny.

Thiruchchoti. T
President.
La Maison du Tamil Eelam

Centre de protection des Droits du Peuple Tamoul Tel: 06 49 41 58 17 - email: mte.France@gmail.com 31 Rue Klock- 92110 Clichy-France
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Volksrat der Eelam Tamilen - Deutschland e. V.

People's Council of Eelam Tamils - Germany (registered)
Guihost rripdsiblpf weeer Slene
Vereinsregister Nr. 31006 B

Bundesallee 160, 10715 Berlin
www.vetd.info | Email: info@vetd.info
Tel: 004903060972472 | Fax: 004903084315033

Berlin, 16th February 2012

Stop Genocide against Tamils - Let Us Work Together for Justice

In today’s world, while there is serious debate about humanity and moral duty in the advanced
states in the west, yet they are all just only mute spectators even as tens of thousands are killed
in different countries, and in some cases, they even protect the perpetrators of war crimes. We
have our own example, the genocide of our nation in Tamil Eelam by the Sri Lankan state, with
the help of world establishments, which is still continuing. At today’s important period the
human rights conference takes place.

In that vein, we believe in strongly that for our relations losing their freedom, losing justice and
living in their not independent traditional homeland this Conference on Human Rights will
strengthen the path to independence and freedom.

The large contribution of the Canadian Tamils in the freedom struggle of Eelam Tamils is well
known to all. It is our desire that this conference to be held in Canada strengthens and confirms
the unity of Tamils all over the world.

Peoples Council of Eelam Tamils - Germany is very delighted to attend the conference. It is our
firm belief that the conference will lead towards a dawn for the Eelam Tamils and we wish a
successful outcome.

Gopalapillai Jeyasangar
Chairman
People's Council of Eelam Tamils - Germany

Volksrat der Eelam Tamilen - Deutschland e. V. | Berliner Volksbank | Konto:2335464004 | BLZ.:10090000
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Let’s Get The Job Done

Mohan Ramakrishnan
Chairperson
National Council of Canadian Tamils

Dear Mohan Ramakrishnan,

As a candidate for the leadership of the New Democratic Party of Canada, | want to
extend my support to the Tamil International Forum on Human Rights.

More than 64 years after the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, abuses
are still far too frequent in many parts of the world. My party has always stood
with your community in calling for an independent investigation of violence
against Tamils, so many of whom we are proud to welcome as Canadian citizens.

Our late leader, Jack Layton, built strong ties with the community in calling for
justice and a final political solution in Sri Lanka. | am committed to continuing and

strengthening that support.

Brian Topp

Candidate for leader of New Democratic Party of Canada
Former President New Democratic Party of Canada
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Safeguarding Workers’ Rights
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HAVE YOU BEEN INVOLVED
IN AN ACCIDENT?
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

Call us first even before your Insurance Company

Medical Treatment, Income Replacement
Care Giver House Keeping & Attendant Care

WE WILL HELP YOU
BENEFITS FOR : Employees, Students, Pedestrians, Housewife, Visitors,
Cyclists and even the Unemployed

ACCIDENT BENEFITS EXPERTS
Call
Wijay or Kumar

416-293-2111

www.AbleAccidentBenefits.com

MACTAX CANADA NG

FAST ACCURATE CONFIDENTIAL

Macmillan Mariathas
Manager, Tax services

DIR: b47-818-7665

(Bririley & Eglinton)
2645 Eglinton Avenue £, Unit #2, Scarborough, ON, MLK 252
Tel : 416-267-9244 Fax: 416-267-9249
W mactaxcanada.com m mactakcanada@gmail.com

WE CAN HELP ARRANGE LOANS FOR RRSP &
INVEST IN MOST TRUSTED FUNDS.

w# PROTECT YOUR FAMILY! ANY KIND OF INSURANCE LIFE, CRITICAL ILLNESS,
DISABILITY, LONG TERM CARE, & TRAVEL INSURANCES

v/ WE DEAL WITH MOST OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS thY E A R

W/ START CONTRIBUTING TO RESP IN YOUR CHILD'S NAME CELEBERATION
IMMEDIATELY WHEN HE OR SHE IS BORN.

W ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING FOR SMALL TO LARGE CORPORATIONS.

W INVESTMENT ADVICE!
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Towards Global Justice: Accountability
for War Crimes in Sri Lanka

U.N. ADVISORY PANEL SUBMISSION

This submission is endorsed by the below groups and individuals:

-Canadian Federation of Students

-Canadian Federation of Students Ontario- Hamid Osman, National Executive Representative
-Canadian Labour Congress

-Canadian Peace Alliance

-Canadian Tamil Youth Alliance

-Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) Local 1281

-Conservative MP Patrick Brown

-Liberal MPP Glen Murray

-New Democratic Party of Canada (NDP) Leader MP Jack Layton

-New Democratic Party of Canada (NDP) MP Paul Dewar (Foreign Affairs Critic)
-Ryerson Students Union, Local 24 Canadian Federation of Students

-Toronto Coaltion to Stop the War

-University of Toronto Students Union, Local 98 Canadian Federation of Students
-Waterloo STAND (Student Coalition for Genocide Intervention)

-Waterloo Young Liberals

-York Federation of Students, Local 68 Canadian federation of Students

-Tamil Students Association Carleton University/ University of Ottawa

-Tamil Students Association Guelph University/Humber College

-Tamil Students Association McMaster University

-Tamil Students Association Ryerson University

-Tamil Students Association Seneca College

-Tamil Students Association University of Toronto Missassagua Campus

-Tamil Students Association University of Toronto Scarborough Campus

-Tamil Students Association University of Toronto St. George Campus

-Tamil Students Association University of Waterloo

-Tamil Students Association York University

National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT)

5310 Finch Avenue East,

Scarborough Ontario M 1S 5E8

Tel: 1.866.263.8622

Email: info@ncctcanada.ca

Website: www.ncctcanada.ca

Krisna Saravanamuttu-National Director/Spokesperson
krisna@ncctcanada.ca

Tel: 1.647.448.0576
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Towards Global Justice: Accountability
for War Crimes in Sri Lanka

Introduction

After decades of fighting, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LT'TE) and the Sri Lankan Government
entered an internationally monitored Cease Fire Agreement (CFA) in 2002. In 2006, the Government
unilaterally ended the agreement and the hostilities intensified between the two warring parties. In 2008,
President Mahinda Rajapaksa would foreshadow his disregard for the suffering of the Tamil people living
in the Vanni by ordering United Nations and international aid organizations to leave the area immediately.
With aid organizations and foreign media banned from the Vanni, the Government and its Armed Forces
then proceeded to indiscriminately and continuously attack the Tamil civilian population in an attempt to
eliminate the LTTE.

Allegations of war crimes against Tamil civilians are abundant. In a report entitled War Crimes in Sri
Lanka, the International Crisis Group exposes the Sri Lankan Government for consistently misleading
the international community on the number of civilians trapped in the combat zone. It reveals that
tens of thousands of Tamil civilians endured a calculated plan involving shelling of civilian populations,
hospitals, deprivation of food and essential medical supplies. (International Crisis Group, 2010). Leaked
UN documents reveal 116 persons died each day in April 2009 (Permanent People’s Tribunal, 2010), and
the final weeks of the onslaught saw at least 20,000 Tamil civilians killed (Philp, 2009). A video footage
obtained by Channel 4 News in the UK exposes members of the Sri Lankan Armed Forces engaged in
execution style killings of Tamil prisoners. In a January 2010 report, the UN Special Rapporteur on
Extrajudicial Killings, Philip Alston, authenticated the video and called for an international war crimes
investigation (ICG, 2010). The last months of the Sri Lankan Armed Forces™ assault on Tamil civilians are
perhaps one of the worst massacres in recent memory.

Not only are these allegations made against the Sri Lankan Government atrocious, but they also represent
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 - which stipulate that individuals are held accountable
for war crimes committed against prisoners of war (POWs), combatants, or civilians. Precedents set by
tribunals such as the International Military Tribunal (IMT) of Nuremberg, the International Criminal
Tribunal on Yugoslavia (ICTY), and the International Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda (ICTR), establishes
that those in positions of civilian and military authority are to be held individually responsible for war
crimes. This precedent of individual accountability is a guiding principle in upholding international law.
Therefore the National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT) urges an international inquiry into the
massacre of thousands of Tamils by the Sri Lankan Armed Forces to ensure individual accountability for
war crimes and to enforce international law for which there is a precedent.
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Individual Accountability in Nuremberg,

Yugoslavia and Rwanda

The demand for an international system of
accountability came when the world learned and
was appalled by the crimes committed during
WWIIL. The International Military Tribunal
(IMT) of Nuremberg was the first to establish
individual criminal responsibility for war
crimes (Ratner, Abrams, 2001). An IMT ruling
established that “crimes against international
law are committed by [people], not by abstract
entities, and only by punishing individuals
who commit such crimes can the provisions of
international law be enforced.” (Gutman, Rieff,
Dworkin, 2007, p. 132). In subsequent years,
the UN sought to develop a universally binding
penal code to prohibit certain actions during
armed conflicts. However, Cold War tensions
forced several decades to pass before the desire
once again emerged for an international system
of accountability.

As Cold War tensions were melting, genocide was
simmering. Yugoslavia began to boil with tension
under the leadership of Slobodan Milosevic
whom the International Criminal Court
(ICC) prosecutor claims “endorsed a Serbian
nationalist agenda and exploited a growing wave
of Serbian nationalism in order to strengthen
his rule” (Maogoto, 2007, p. 25). The massacres
of the conflicts in Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia,
Kosovo, and Yugoslavia are well documented.
On February 11, 1993 the UN Security
Council declared violations of international
humanitarian law in Yugoslavia posed a “threat to
international peace and security”. Pursuing this
further, on May 25, 1993, the Security Council
passed Resolution 827 and thereby created the
International Criminal Tribunal on Yugoslavia
(ICTY). The jurisdiction of the ICTY focused on
serious violations of international humanitarian
law, genocide, crimes against humanity, and
breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1949
(United Nations Security Council, 1993). The

ICTY held individuals responsible for crimes
intolerable by the international community. In
her opening remarks, the Chief Prosecutor Carla
Del Ponte declares, “The Milosevic trial gives
the most powerful demonstration that no one is
above the law or beyond the reach of international
justice”. The ICTY would lay 66 charges of grave
breaches of Geneva Conventions, 22 charges
of violations of the law and customs of law, 24
charges of crimes against humanity; and 2 counts
of genocide (Ball, 2002, p. 38). Milosevic would
be held criminally accountable as an individual
for his atrocities.

While turmoil grasped Yugoslavia, Rwanda was
engulfed in chaos. Since colonial times, the
country was simmering with ethnic tension;
but between April and June 1994, an estimated
800,000 Tutsis were killed within 100 days
(Chuter2003). The mass slaughter was said to have
been triggered when Rwanda’s Hutu President’s
plane was shot down and he was killed. His
killing was seen as retaliation to a power-sharing
deal between the Hutus and Tutsis established in
the Arusha Accords (Chuter, 2003). In response,
UN Resolution 955 established the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, otherwise
known as the ICTR. The statute establishing the
ICTR indicated that genocide' , war crimes and
crimes against humanity were applicable even
though the Rwandan conflict was a domestic
one (United Nations Security Council, 1994).
The first international genocide conviction was
reached with the conviction of Jean-Pal Akoyesu,
the former mayor of the Taba commune from
April 1993 to July 1994. In September 1998, the
ICTR sentenced former Rwandan President Jean
Kambanda. Consequently, the UN Secretary
General declared the ruling as a “defining
example of the ability of the United Nartions
to establish an effective legal order and the rule
of law” (Lattimer, Sands, 2003, p. 41). The
ICTY and ICTR, as emerging developments in
upholding international law, were rooted in this
principle of individual accountability and in the
case of Rwanda, that it could be applied even to
a “domestic conflict”.
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! The Tamil population mainly resides in the north and east of the
island of Sri Lanka. Their language, religion, and culture distinguish
them from other groups living in the region and the country. Successive
Sti Lankan government marginalized the Tamil population through
violent persecution and systemic discrimination. The European Centre
for Constitutional and Human Rights alleges that evidence would
suggest artempted genocide against the Tamil people. Consequently,”[a]
through investigation is essential to confirm suspicions [of genocide]”

(EECHR, 2010).
Intentional Targeting of Tamil Civilians

The author of this submission interviewed two
eyewitnesses who provided in-depth accounts
of their experiences in the conflict zone from
February 2007 to May 2009. Vijay (pseudonym)
was a volunteer from abroad engaged in
humanitarian work with International and local
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).
Nishanthan (pseudonym) lived in the Vanni
with his family. The identities of the witnesses
will remain anonymous for their protection, but
should there be an internationally mandated
inquiry that guarantees witness protection,
they have stated that they would be willing to
come forward. Each witness provided a detailed
narration of the indiscriminate shelling of civilian
populations, specifically in the supposed ‘No Fire
Zones' (NFZs) and hospitals.

According to international law, there is an
allowance for collateral damage as long as thereis a
balance between the perceived military advantage
and the objective damage or loss of lives (Gutman,
Rieff, Dworkin, 2008). However, even in those
cases, sufficient warning must be provided to the
civilian population before the commencement of
any attacks (ICRC, 2010). Detailed reports, by
sources like the US Department of State, confirm
that no warnings were ever provided prior to the
bombings that targeted the civilian population
in the Vanni region (U.S. Department of State,
2009).

In the case of Sri Lanka, not only were there no
warnings, but the Government also encouraged
thousands of civilians to seek refuge in designated
No Fire Zones (NFZs). Nishanthan confirms that
the Armed Forces directed the civilian population
by radio announcements to the various NFZs.
High civilian concentrations emerged when,

in late January 2009, the Sri Lankan Armed
Forces took control of LT'TE administered areas,
diminishing the size of the conflict zone. From
late January to May 2009, three separate safe
zones were declared: the first NFZ was 35 sq
km; the second NFZ was only 14 sq km; and
the third and final NFZ was a mere 6 sq km
containing over 100,000 civilians (ICG, 2010).
Despite encouraging civilians to seek safety in
these areas, the Sri Lanka government held litde
regard for the internally displaced population, as
they allowed indiscriminate assaults in all three
areas, contrary to international law*. Nishanthan
observed, “Safety zones were never controlled
by the Sri Lankan Army. They were allotted for
us by the Sri Lankan government within the
LTTE zone.” A reasonable conclusion, then,
is that the Sri Lankan government deliberately
directed the civilian population into areas to
be attacked. Human Rights Watch argues, “By
creating the zone, government forces took on
a greater obligation to ensure that they spared
civilians from the effects of attacks.” Even if there
were LT'TE cadres within the area the civilian
population is still entitled to an advance warning
that the area is no longer considered a NFZ so
that they may choose to leave (HRW, 2009).
Nishanthan said that civilians were never given
any advance warnings, but often saw government
drones surveying the skies for several hours before
bombing the areas.

Eventually, despite repeated denials by the Sri
Lankan Government, Palitha Kohona, Foreign
Ministry Secretary, when confronted with UN
satellite images exhibiting craters inside the
safe zone, finally admitted to bombing the safe
zones (Aljazeera, 2009). Vijay also confirms that
during the final weeks of February there were a
high number of killings and injuries in the areas.
He said that civilians in the NFZs came under
four types of attacks: Kfir bombings including
cluster bombings, RPG shell attacks including
multi-rocket launchers, arbitrary riffle shootings
and missile attacks from the sea side. Both the
Sri Lankan Government and the interviewed
witnesses confirm that the Sri Lankan Armed
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Forces attacked the civilian populations within
their own declared safe zones.

? Indiscriminate attacks are a violation of 1977 Additional Protocol
I of the Geneva Conventions: “Parties to conflict shall at all times
distinguish between the civilian population and combatants and
between civilian objects and military objectives and accordingly shall
direct their operations only against military objectives” (ICRC, 2010).

Anplysis by UNITAR | UNDSAT,
Phaotor Digital Globe

The Government also claimed the civilian
populations within the NFZs were less than one
third of their actual size despite information to
the contrary from the ICRC. An example of
this is, despite the ICRC’s insistence, in early
spring 2009, that the population remaining in
the Vanni was 330,000 people; the Government
declared that only 70,000 people remained.
Using an intentionally inaccurate count of the
civilian population, the Government refused
to send sufficient medical supplies and basic
necessities such as food (ICG, 2010). Hospitals
were buckling under the weight of an increased
number of injured and fatally wounded civilians.
Vijay attests, “During these times clean drinking
water, toilet facilities, food, and medical supplies
[were] a big problem.” Nishanthan recalled, “The
Hospital was flooded with the wounded.... there
was no room for everyone and operations were
not being done on tables. Most of the victims
had shrapnel wounds from shell injuries...many
were crying and shocked... my own wounds were
bandaged without antiseptic.” The Sri Lankan
Government intentionally herded thousands of
civilians into so-called NFZs, proceeded to attack
those areas despite the civilian nature of those
targets, and then denied basic necessities — all in
violation of international humanitarian law.

The International Crisis Group accuses the
Sri Lankan Government and its Armed Forces
of committing war crimes. The Crisis Group
explains that it is a war crime to “intentionally
direct attacks against the civilian population as
such or against individual civilians not taking
part in hostilities.” There is evidence that the Sri
Lankan Government had access to information
like “aerial images, direct lines of sight and many
communications from the UN, ICRC and others”
which demonstrates that they ought to have
known about the civilian nature of the attacks.
Nevertheless, the ICG charges, “These were not
one-off shelling incidents. It was a pattern of
behavior over months in which the Government
and security forces were told repeatedly that they
were shelling civilians and they chose to continue
doing so and simply say they were not” (ICG,
2010). Moreover, NFZs were not the only sites
that were supposed to be protected and yet saw
repeated attacks.

Hospitals are given special protection under the
Geneva Conventions and are exempt from atcack.
They can however lose their protected status only
if they are being “used to commit hostile acts
outside their humanitarian function.” (ICRC,
2010). Credible reports from international human
rights groups and the interviewed eyewitnesses
attest that there were no LT TE members fighting
from within the hospitals® . Information compiled
by Human Rights Watch from interviews with
aid agencies and eyewitnesses demonstrate that
from December 15, 2008 to February 10, 2009
there was a pattern of bombing hospitals; the
Mullaitivu, Vaddakachchi, Kilinochchi, PTK,
UDK ,and Ponnnampalam hospitals were
shelled on numerous occasions. Vijay recalls such
an incident: on February 5, 2009 at 10am the
area surrounding the UDK hospital came under
heavy shelling by the Sri Lankan Armed Forces.

®>'The International Crisis Group in its report “War Crimes in Sri
Lanka” maintains that the “merepresence of a wounded combatants
or ITTE doctors would have no effect on a hospital’s protected status:
(ICG, 2010). However, Nishanthan observed that there were no LTTE
cadres in the hospitals he had been to for they had their own hospirals”.
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He said that: “I took [some of the victims] to
the hospital immediately to see even the hospital
was hit by shells and several people there were
injured. I saw even [a] couple of ambulances
[were] severely damaged and medicine scattered
all over the place. I can’t even tell the number
of causalities but there were many.” It is contrary
to the principles of the Geneva Conventions for
the Sri Lankan Armed Forces to have attacked
hospitals and the civilians within them without
reason or warning,

The Sri Lankan Government cannot deny that
ample knowledge existed about the location of
the hospitals, their special status, and that the
Armed Forces were still attacking them. In most
cases, medical staff sent GPS coordinates to both
the Sri Lankan Armed Forces and the LTTE.
The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) provided multiple warnings to the Sri
Lankan Government about targeting hospitals.
On February 1, 2009, when the Security
Forces shelled the PTK hospital multiple times,
the ICRC subsequently issued a press release
indicating that the hospital had been shelled with
500 patients inside. On February 2 and 3, the
Sri Lankan Forces bombed the PTK hospital and
when pressed for answers, Sri Lankan Defense
Minister, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, confirmed that
anything outside of the safe zone, including
the Government run PTK hospital, would be
“a legitimate target” (TamilNet, 2009). With
attacks escalating on February 4, medical staff
evacuated the PTK hospital and established a
make shift hospital in the village of Putumattalan
(an area that would eventually be declared part of
the second NFZ on February 12). The medical
nature of the new hospital was more than clear:
UN vehicles and flags were set up nearby while
the hospital flew the widely recognized flag of
the Red Cross on a white background. The new
hospital would not be spared and was shelled on
February 17. The ICRC swiftly released a dire
warning in yet another statement: “...shelling is
coming close...patients [are] dead because the
place was hit by shells”, said Sophie Romanens,
ICRC spokesperson (Human Rights Watch,

2009). Hospitals continued to be bombed by the
Armed Forces up until the end of the war on May
19, 2009.

Similarly, on May 13, the Sri Lankan Armed
Forces carpet-bombed the entirety of the
Mullivaikkaal strip where tens of thousands of
innocent civilians were taking refuge as they were
displaced from one part of the Vanni to another®.
Vijay, who was assisting the injured at that time,
recalls that a “shell hit the hospital premises”
even though “the hospital was very busy with
outpatients and inpatients. Vijay said “the dead
and injured were scattered all over the place...
[with] at least 50 torn out dead bodies and more
than [one] hundred injured. Some of the injures
were horrific™ . There needs to be accountability
for these horrors and top military and civilian
leaders holding command are responsible in
allowing these incidents to happen.

* Vijay described how civilians were constantly on the run, as they
would flee shelling by the Armed Forces. He said, “The war escalated
in July 2008 starting from Mannar. From this time mass scale
displacement started...[ The] IDPs ended up in the Mullivaikaal camps
in May 2009

5 Additional Protocol 1 of the Geneva Conventions defines
indiscriminate bombing as a “bombardment that treats as a single
military objective a number of military objecrives located in a cirty,
town, village, or other areas containing a similar concentration of
civilians or civilian objects” (ICRC, 2010)

Sri Lanka’s Need for an International Inquiry

Amnesty International in a report entitled, Tiwenty
Years of Make-Believe: Sri Lankas Commissions
of Inquiry, provides a detailed analysis of two
decades of Sri Lanka’s Commissions of Inquiry
and judicial inquiries—often compelled by
domestic and international pressure. It seems
that in every case, the results of Sri Lanka’s own
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internal investigations have proved unfruitful.
According to Human Rights Watch in its report
Legal Limbo: The Uncertain Fate of Detained
LTTE Suspects in Sri Lanka, despite over 20,000
enforced disappearances from 1980-2000
(Human Rights Watch, 2010), there have been less
than 30 convictions for abductions and wrongful
confinements (Amnesty International, 2009).
The report comes to the unequivocal conclusion
that both Commissions of Inquiry and the Sri
Lankan judicial system are subject to political
pressure, lack effective witness protection, turn
a blind eye to conflicts of interest and promote
impunity. The Amnesty report describes a lack of
political will to deal with human rights violations
in the island means that “impunity has long
been the rule” because “Sri Lankan governments
wanted it that way” (Amnesty International,
2009). As a result, there is not much hope for the
Sri Lankan government’s newest attempt to evade
international scrutiny for its conduct during the
last stages of the war.

The establishment of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) is another
facade. The US Ambassador to Sri Lanka
agrees, “There are no examples we know of a
regime undertaking wholesale investigations of
its own troops or senior officials for war crimes
while that regime or government remained in
power”. She continues on to point out that the
situation is “further complicated by the fact that
responsibility for many of the alleged crimes rests
with the country’s senior civilian and military
leadership, including President Rajapaksa and
his brothers and opposition candidate General
Fonseka” (Embassy of the United States Sri
Lanka & The Maldives, 2010). Indeed, three of
the most well-known human rights organizations
in the world—Human Rights Watch, Amnesty
International, and the International Cirisis
Group—have publicly rejected the LLRC’s
invitation to appear before the panel in a strongly
worded letter:

“While we would welcome the opportunity to
appear before a genuine, credible effort to pursue

accountability and reconciliation in Sri Lanka, the
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission
(LLRC) falls far short of such an effort. It not
only fails to meet basic international standards
for independent and impartial inquiries, but it
is proceeding against a backdrop of government
failure to address impunity and continuing
human rights abuses. Our three organisations
believe that the persistence of these and other
destructive trends indicates that currently Sri
Lanka’s government and justice system cannot or
will not uphold the rule of law and respect basic
rights.” (TamilNet, 2010).

Given Sri Lanka’s inability to produce fair and
just results, an international inquiry is necessary
to uphold international standards of conduct
during war and seek justice for Tamil civilians

brutally murdered by the Sri Lankan Armed
Forces.

Conclusion

In Nuremberg, Yugoslavia, and Rwanda, holding
individuals criminally culpable for violations of
international law were seen as central to the peace
process. In all three cases there was a focus on the
leadership—not nations or ethnic groups—to
demonstrate responsibility and accountability.
Although the international laws of war transcend
borders, national tribunals established by treaties
and customary law promote domestic courts as
the primary site for trials of the accused. (Ratner,
Abrams, 162). In the case of Sri Lanka, however,
an international inquiry may be the only option
for determining individual accountability for
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions.

The National Council of Canadian Tamils
(NCCT) strongly urges the United Nations Panel
of Experts to help break Sri Lanka’s culture of
impunity and bring justice to tens of thousands
of innocent civilians targeted by the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces. We ask for an international
inquiry, given the absence of genuine political
will for domestic investigations in the island of
Sri Lanka. The purpose of this exercise is not
to invoke vengeance or retribution. Instead, a
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recommendation from the Panel of Experts for
international penal action will help to ensure
the right of all human beings to live in peace
and dignity - regardless of one’s race or creed.
Immunity for those in command control in the
Sri Lankan Armed Forces—including Defense
Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa and his brother
the Commander and Chief President Mahinda
Rajapaksa—will be a major set back to global
justice and the credibility of the United Nations.
According to the International Crisis Group,
many other countries are now investigating “the
Sri Lankan option” which involves the use of
“unrestrained military action, refusal to negotiate,
[and a] disregard for humanitarian issues—as a
way to deal with insurgencies and other violent
groups” (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 2).
Progress made through the three international
trials of the twentieth century will be reversed if
civilian and military leaders view the “Sri Lankan
option” as a viable one.

Despite repeated assurances, two years after
the war ended, President Mahinda Rajapaksa
has yet to bring forward a legitimate political
solution to address the grievances held by the
Tamil people for six decades®. Instead, close to
30,000 Tamil civilians continue to languish in
government internment camps where they are
denied the freedom of movement or the ability to
voluntarily leave the camps; and have very little
access to medicine, adequate food, and potable
water. Reports of enforced disappearances, extra-
judicial killings, and sexual violence—in violation
of the UN Guiding Principles on the Internally
Displaced—are commonly reported (Amnesty
International, 2009). Approximately 11,000
Tamils accused of being former LTTE cadres
are being held in secret Sri Lankan dungeons
with no access to a fair trial or legal counsel,
contrary to the principles of international law
(Human Rights Watch, 2010)7. Accountability
for human rights violations must be upheld to
maintain peace and security and to avoid another
protracted and brutal conflict within the island:
there will be no lasting peace without justice.

¢ A failure to act on serious political, social, and economic grievances
of the Tamil people led to a 30 year conflict in the island of Sri Lanka
which saw over 70,000 people killed since 1983, never mind the
thousands many who perished during anti-Tamil and Muslim pograms
with the collusion of government officials and police. Marginalized
for decades through discriminatory policies like denied citizenship,
parity of language status, and the right to education, peaceful political
organizing in the early decades after the independence of Ceylon
from colonial Britain were led by Tamil political leaders like SJV
Chelvanayagam—a devotee of non-violent civil disobedience. In
response the chauvinistic Government of the day ignored rights won
in the parliament and clamping down on civil dissent—peaceful sit-ins
were met with unlawful arrest, police brutality, or gun gre. Regardless
of the varying opinions of the LI'TE, the denial of the rule of law and a
disregard for human rights affirms Gandhi’s declaration that “violence
brccjs violence.”

7 Leaked US embassy cables show that US Ambassador to Sri Lanka,
Patricia Butenis, questioned if any trial held for “thousands of mid-
and lower-level ex-ILTTE combatants” would “meet international
standards” (Embassy United States Sri Lanka & The Maldives 2010).
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Canadian Peace Alliance

L'Alliance canadienne pour la paix

December 11, 2010
The U.N. Advisory Panel

Re: Towards Global Justice: Accountability for War Crimes in Sri Lanka
National Council of Canadian Tamils Submission to the U.N. Advisory Panel

The Canadian Peace Alliance (the CPA) is Canada's largest umbrella peace organization. Since its
foundation in 1985, the organization has been helping member groups to act as a broad network, in
order to provide a strong, coordinated voice for peace issues at the national level. The CPA believes
in the right of all human beings to live in peace and dignity.

The CPA supports the National Council of Canadian Tamils Submission to the U.N. Advisory Panel,
writen by Krisna Saravanamuttu — National Director / Spokesperson and entitled “Towards Global
Justice: Accountability for War Crimes in Sri Lanka”.

This submission exposes the horrors suffered by the Tamil people at the hands of the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces and provides clarity to the ongoing conflict in Sri Lanka. This submission is not asking
for revenge or retribution.

The Sri Lankan government has, and continues to commit Genocide and War Crimes and has
consistently mislead the international community, repeatedly breached the Geneva Conventions, and
made mockery of precedents set by the International Military Tribunal of Nuremburg, and the
International Criminal Tribunals on Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

The CPA urges the U.N. Advisory Panel to give deep consideration to this submission and to work to
ensure an international inquiry into the massacre of thousands of Tamils by the Sri Lankan Armed
Forces, in effort to ensure that one of the worst massacres in recent memory does not go
unaccounted for and to uphold the rule of law and ensure the right of all people to live in peace and
dignity.

Sincerely,

/g&

Sid Lacombe, Coordinator, Canadian Peace Alliance

Canadian Peace Alliance | www.acp-cpa.ca | cpa@web.ca
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JACK LAYTON, MP, DEPUTE
TORONTO — DANFORTH
LEADER, NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY
CHEF, NOUVEAU PARTI DEMOCRATIQUE

December 14, 2010
United Nations Panel of Experts on Sri Lanka

Dear Panellists,

On behalf of the New Democratic Party of Canada, we urge the United Nations Panel of Experts
on Sri Lanka to carefully review this submission by the National Council of Canadian Tamils
and give full consideration to its important recommendations.

We thank the authors of this submission for their deep commitment to international law and their
trust in the UN process as the best means of seeking justice and building a lasting peace.

The allegations of war crimes committed during the bloody civil war in Sri Lanka require full
investigation. The violators of international and humanitarian laws must be held to account.
Ending the culture of impunity is the first step down the long path towards peace and
reconciliation.

It is our belief that the establishment of a transitional justice mechanism is a fundamental step in

a roadmap for peace, stability, and reconciliation. Once again, we urge you to give full
consideration to the recommendations of this submission

Salo i 2\ D

Hon. Jack Layton, MP, PC Paul Dewar, MP
Leader, Foreign Affairs Critic
New Democratic Party of Canada New Democrat Party of Canada

Room 634C, Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6
Tebi(648 p9470086A T @x (B13)94 7-0868
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House oF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES

HOUSE OF COMMONS
CANADA

Patrick Brown
M.P. for Barrie
Député de Barrie

OTTAWA
December 13, 2010
Marzuki Darusman & Steven Ratner & Yasmin Sooka

Secretary-General’s Panel of Experts on Sri Lanka
panelofexpertsregistry@un.org

RE: National Council of Canadian Tamils UN Submission - ‘Towards Global Justice: Accountability for
War Crimes in Sri Lanka’

To whom this may concern;
This letter is to acknowledge the National Council of Canadian Tamils submission report called, “Towards

Global lustice: Accountability for War Crimes in Sri Lanka”, After careful review of this submission
report | give it my full endorsement.

anka. If we allow

It is my opinion that an independent and impartial investigation must_be' eld La
' round the world. We

these atrocities to continue it only will set a terrible precedent for otk
must set an example — now is the time. : ¢

Let me be clear in saying that | hope this endorsEmént will heip end ﬁjﬁs terﬁble conflict and allow
justice to run its course. :

Sincerely,

Patrick Brown
Member of Parliament
Barrie

House of Commons Constituency Chambre des communes Circonscription
Room 260, West Block 302-299, Lakeshore Prive Pigce 260, Edifice de I"Ouest 302-299, Prom. Lakeshore
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 Barrie, Ontario L4N 7Y9 Ottawa (Ontario) K1A DA6 Barrie (Ontario) L4N 7Y9
Tel: (613) 992-3394 Tel: (705) 726-5959 Tél: (613) 992-3394 Tél.: {(705) 726-5959
Fax: (613) 996-7923 Fax: (705) 726-3340 Téléc.: (613) 996-7923 Télec.: (705) 726-3340
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fe

Ontario

GLEN MURRAY, MPP

Toronto Centre

December 10, 2010

Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon
United Nations
New York, NY 10017 USA

Dear Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon,

As the MPP for Toronto Centre in Canada, I welcome the responsibility vested with the United Nations to uphold criminal
accountability for the violations of international law and human rights during the final stages of the Sri Lankan conflict.

The establishment of the UN Advisory Panel of Experts and their open request for individuals and organizations to make
submissions on the matter in question is encouraging. 1 strongly believe that these submissions will allow for individuals
and organizations to share their experiences that will provide more insight for the Panel on the nature and scope of the
violations of international law and human rights that have occurred in Sri Lanka. This would allow the United Nations to
ensure that sufficient documentation is created regarding these violations.

Various credible human rights organizations such as Amnesty International (Al), Human Rights Watch (HRW), and the
International Crisis Group (ICG) have all called for an impartial and independent investigation into severe violations of
international law and human rights in Sri Lanka perpetrated by the civilian and military leadership.

We hope that the actions of the Panel reflect the needs of the people in Sri Lanka. Upholding the rule of law, protecting
human rights, promoting accountability, and ending Sri Lanka’s culture of impunity are crucial in this stage of the island’s
history. Evidence of war crimes merit an impartial and independent investigation in Sri Lanka for violations of
international law.

In this spirit I endorse the submission made by the National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT), a grassroots
organization composed of elected representatives from across Canada. The NCCT’s submission, entitled Towards Global
Justice: Accountability for War Crimes in Sri Lanka, coherently outlines the need for such an investigation based on the
precedents established by previous International Tribunals from Nuremberg to Rwanda. Suspicions of war crimes will
only be confirmed through an international investigation.

Sincerely,

A7

Glen Murray, MPP
Toronto Centre

C: Mr. Marzuki Darusman, Chairman
C: Mr. Steven Ratner, Panel Member
C: Ms.Yasmin Sooka, Panel Member

Community Action Centre 514 Parliament Street, Toronto, ON M4X 1P4
Tel 416-972-7683 | TTY 416-972-9674 | Fax 416-972-7686 | Email gmurray.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
www.glenmurray.onmpp.ca
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Schedule of Events:
International Tamils Conference

Saturday Feb 18" 2012 @ Pearson Convention Center

Title: International protection on Human Rights in the
21st century and its challenges

09:00am -10:00am: Breakfast at Pearson International Center.

10:00am -12:30pm: The conference starts= Presentation of the Panelists.
12 30pm -01 SoealEny
01:30p k 04:00pm Panel Discussion & Question Period

i+

Feb 18th @ 4pm osing ofthe-confe ange with the summary.

Title: Isai Sangamam Ny

6:30pm - 9:30pmgA# #8ciealshow and o night for Justice

%

Sunday Feb 19" 2012 - International Tamils Cofite: rance @
Pearson Convention Center

Title: International Tamils' C
10:00 am - 10:3(
10:30 a1
12:30%p
01:40 pm - 4:3 ussion

6:30: Isai Sangamai for Justice! -
St Peters and Paul Banque

ion for delegates' starts

Town hall meeting with delegates




SPEAHERS INTRODUCTION

Ms Deirdre McConnell - International Programme of the
Tamil Centre for Human Rights

"21st Century UN Human Rights mechanisms and the
Tamils in Ceylon (Island of Sri Lanka)"

Deidre's talk will focus on the conundrum of how to
promote and protect Human Rights, when relevant
international law is not accompanied by appropriate
implementation mechanisms. Human Rights are
indivisible, inalienable and universal - including the right to
self-determination, enshrined in the major UN covenants
and Charter. Denial of this crucial right can lead to flagrant
violations across the full spectrum of civil, political, social,
economic and cultural rights. This can, and has in various
situations, reached genocidal proportions.

For decades and especially since 1983, human rights
violations against the Tamils of Sri Lanka have been
systematically reported by local and international human
rights organizations. The UN mechanisms have reported
extensively on this serious problem, but politicization of
the Human Rights Commission (now reformed as the
Human Rights Council - HRC) prevented action. Calls for
independent investigation of Sri Lanka's war crimes and
crimes against humanity followed the massive and
devastating massacres of over 40,000 Tamil people
between January and May 2009.

The 21" century UN human rights mechanisms provide
scope for advancing human rights wherever countries
violate them. But countries such as Sri Lanka continue to try
to avoid scrutiny. Now is the right climate and time to take
action in the HRC, at least as a first step, against Sri Lanka's
well-documented violations of international human rights
and humanitarian law. The HRC is the only forum in the UN
system where the challenge can be realistically made at
this time. Other bodies, for example the Security Council
and General Assembly have insurmountable hurdles. END

Professor R. Sri Ranjan, Ph.D., P.Eng - Failure of
International Human Rights mechanisms in protecting
Eelam Tamils from annihilation

Eelam Tamils have lived in the north and east of the island
called Sri Lanka for over two millennia as a distinct people.
The British merged the different Tamil and Sinhalese
nations as one country and left it intact when
independence was granted in 1948. Since then, almost
every article in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
has been viclated with impunity by successive
Governments in Sri Lanka (GoSL) mainly controlled by the
numerically larger Sinhalese nation. International
mechanisms to protect vulnerable people like Eelam Tamils

have failed them miserably over the years. Eelam Tamils have
faced a series of pogroms of increasing intensity in which
thousands of lives and billions worth of Tamil property have
been destroyed. Internal commissions setup by successive
Governments of Sri Lanka in the past have gone nowhere in
providing any redress to the affected Tamils. No one has been
punished to date for these pogroms. In May 2009, the GoSL
unleashed a military onslaught in which over 40,000 Tamils
were killed within a few days and over 140,000 Tamils are still
unaccounted for. More than one seventh of the traditional
Tamil areas have been declared as high security zones and
occupied by the GoSL army which is entirely Sinhalese. Under
increasing international pressure, the GoSL appointed Lessons
Learned and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) to investigate
itself. This presentation will address the flaws in the GoSL
appointed LLRC and enumerate the rationale for the urgent
need for an Independent, International Inquiry into the series
of massacres and ongoing human rights violations of Eelam
Tamilsinthe island of SriLanka

John Argue - Reconciliation in SriLanka?

Thirty years of armed conflict ended officially in May 2009 in Sri
Lanka, but Amnesty International (Al) is concerned that
continuing human rights violations may continue and also be a
prelude to more fighting.

The Government of Sri Lanka says that it is implementing
programs that will bring reconciliation, but Al shares the
concern of many groups in civil society that the Government is
not consulting with Tamils on the island to discuss with them
how reconciliation may be achieved. Continuing human rights
violations indicates that their perpetrators are confident that
they will not be held to account. Despite the absence of armed
conflict, impunity still exists. Establishing the truth about what
has gone on in the island, especially in the final months of the
conflict, and what is happening now, is essential if the
population can even hope for reconciliation. Domestic
commissions and enquiries have not achieved justice for
victims for many years. Al believes that only an international
investigation can hope to arrive at the truth.

Therefore, Al and many other human rights groups are urging
the United Nations Human Rights Council to approve of an
investigation of alleged human rights violations by both sides in
the conflict, so that the truth may be established, and that all
the people on the island can have a hope to go forward in
respect of one another.

Prof David Matas -International protection for Sri Lankan
Tamil refugees
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Sri Lankan Tamil refugees have not been given the protection
international law requires. Human rights violations against
Tamils in Sri Lanka are under reported. The human rights
community has not done what it should to combat these
violations.

States of proximate refuge and traditional resettlement have
not been respecting, for Sri Lankan Tamil refugees, the
international legal standards to which states are subject,
whether it be the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
United Nations Convention of the Status of Refugees, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child or the Convention
against Torture. The presentation will draw, in particular, on
the examples of Indonesia and Malaysia as countries of
proximate refuge and the countries of Canada and Australia
as countries of traditional resettlement. Why has the
international legal system not worked for Sri Lankan Tamil
refugees? What can be done to remedy the situation? The
presentation will attempt to answer these questions.

The conclusion will be that much of the policy directed
towards Sri Lankan Tamil refugees, in both countries of
proximate refuge and countries of traditional resettlement is
to create disincentives, discouraging asylum seekers from
seeking asylum. A far better approach is creating incentives,
incentives to encourage individuals to stay in Sri Lanka by
removing human rights violations which spur their flight,
incentives to encourage individuals to stay in countries of
proximate refugees by creating more hospitable
environments and incentives to apply for resettlement in
traditional resettlement countries by legal means.

Danilo Reyes - Accountability in constitutionally entrenched
impunity

This is a discourse on how to address the problems of
accountability in Asian countries, particularly in Sri Lanka,
where impunity does not only mean the ‘absence of
accountability and punishment', but how this impunity
emerged to permeate the country's concept of
Constitutionalism. The idea of Constitutionalism as it
operates in Sri Lanka is contrary to how it was originally
conceived. In this instance, how can the protection of civil
liberties and the human rights of the citizens specially for
minorities be guaranteed if the very Constitution that is
supposed to protect rights not only fails to do so but is also
the very source of the violations?

In order to illustrate a parallel the author will share his
insights and experience as to how the people in the conflict
areas of Mindanao, the Philippines struggle to find solutions
to ensure protection of rights. The ongoing discourse on
'impunity’ and 'accountability' is growing more and more
substantive. The author will illustrate this by making a strong
critique in comparing the two countries, Sri Lanka and the
Philippines, as to how the political and legal systems
themselves violate fundamental constitutional rights.

Where there is Constitutional failure, problems of gross
human rights violations such as extrajudicial killings,
enforced disappearances, torture, mass abductions and
prolong detentions, are inevitable.

The author has written several special reportsillustrating that
torture, extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances
are, in fact, a way of life that occurs not only in conflict areasin
Mindanao, where he grew up, but throughout the
Philippines.

Rev Dr. S J Emmanuel - Within and Beyond man-made
Structures- Tamil Struggle for Human Rights

1948 is the year of independence for Ceylon and marks the
heginning of the Tamil struggle. It is also the year of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The last 64 years has been a
period in which we Tamils have gone through denial of a
series of Human rights amounting to a slow genocide which
the UN and its structures have witnessed but failed to
protect.

From the perspective of a witnhess and a victim, | see the
morality of the Tamil struggle as a genuine peoples’ struggle,
oppressed and crushed, not only by the Sri Lankan
Government, with its exclusive Sinhala Buddhist nationalism
under the cloak of a sovereign-state and a (majoritarian)
democracy but also in many ways connived at and even aided
by the very protectors of world order.

The Tamil struggle, based on truth, justice for a peaceful living
with others, had gone through many phases, availing itself of
all forms of struggle for self-defense, sacrificing so much of
life and property. It willgo on, irrespective of and beyond the
self-interest, double-standards and immorality shown by the
int. community. It will continue to challenge and prick the
conscience of the international community. With a firm
conviction on the sacredness and nobility of our goal based
on Truth and justice, we will move on hoping for a change in
the conscience and order of the world, soonerthan later.

Ali Beydoun "Answering the Call for Justice: Accessing
Tribunals and Seeking Accountability for War Crimes"
The mountain of evidence showing that the Government of
Sri Lanka perpetrated war crimes and crimes against
humanity compels civilized society to take action and
demand justice and accountability. This evidence has been
collected by various NGOs and U.N. agencies. Most, if not all,
of the report identify serious violations of international law
and concluded that Sri Lanka's conduct during the war
amounted to an assault on the legal regime designed to
protect civilians and mitigate atrocities during armed conflict.
In November, in an acknowledgement of the severity of the
evidence, the U.N. Secretary General forwarded the Panel of
Expert's report to the U.N. Human Rights Council. These U.N.
efforts have raised victims' hopes for justice and
accountability for SriLanka's war crime atrocities.
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Although the Sri Lankan Government has an obligation to
investigate and redress these crimes, it has failed to establish
a mechanism for accountability that meets international
standards, and has instead relied on its widely condemned
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission. Rather than
investigate its own bad actors for responsibility in committing
war crimes, the Sri Lankan Government has rewarded many
of them with diplomatic positions. SriLanka has posted overa
dozen former high-ranking military officials to diplomatic
posts around the world, from the United States to Australia to
Germany. Efforts to bring them to justice where they are
posted are now proliferating, as the global movement for
accountability grows. SrilLanka should not be rewarded with
unlimited immunity for war crimes for militarizing its
diplomatic positions.

Inaction regarding General Silva's credentials would impede
the course of justice. Victims of war crimes in Sri Lanka
deserve better from the largest international body designed
to protect peace and justice. The world is closely watching
these developments. As many do, we fear that permitting
General Silva to retain his credentials would send a message
to law-breaking governments around the world that the
United Nations will not defend the cause of justice and that it
will shelter war criminals and perpetrators of mass atrocities.

For this reason, civil society must work together to find
tribunals and judicial forums that are accessible, fair and
open for presenting claims. Universal jurisdiction,
international treaties and domestic laws (such as the Alien
Torts Claims Act and Torture Victims Protection Actinthe U.S.
for example) are all viable options for furthering the calls for
justice which the survivors of Sri Lanka's brutal campaign
againstcivilians.
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What is NCCT

National Council of Canadian Tamils is a Not-For-
Profit-Organization built by delegates elected by
Tamils from districts across Canada. The birth of
this institution came about in order to provide for
Canadians a unified democratic voice to actively
advocate for the voiceless Tamils of Sri Lanka, and
also for the perpetuation of the Tamil community
within Canada. NCCT is registered as Not-For-
Profit-Organization with both Federal and
Provincial governments of Canada.

Canadian-Tamils took a historic stride on June 20th
2010, by pioneering and electing a nationwide
organization, the National Council of Canadian
Tamils (NCCT), run for Canadian-Tamils at a
grassroots level, dedicated to raising awareness of
the important issues facing Tamils domestically and
internationally. The elections, conducted by Tamil
Elections Canada, allowed tens of thousands of
Tamils from across the country the ability to vote
for representatives at the regional, provincial, and
national level.

The elections resulted in 43 individuals being sworn
in as the first assembly of the NCCT. The National
Council of Canadian Tamils first convened on July
1, 2010, after a formal inauguration event, in
Toronto, Ontario. The NCCT has assembled
numerous times in the latter half of 2010 in order to
get acquainted with one another, build
relationships, and fore mostly to establish a
foundational structure for the governing body of'the
council.

The NCCT has now become a legal entity, with its
governing committee being responsible for the
organization. The NCCT has thus built a working
system, in order to tackle the various issues that
affect the Tamil community in Canada, while
constantly raising awareness of the issues plaguing
the Tamil citizens back home (Tamil Eelam).
Through the initial instituting of various policies
and procedures, which shall be constantly expanded
and enhanced, the NCCT shall always be
determined in the aiding and betterment of the
Tamil peoples.
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(CWVHR)

Centre for War Victims and Human Rights
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Juanita Nathan

Greater Toronto Area is the most ethnically and
racially diverse Region in Canada and perhaps even
in the world. As such it has its unique needs. As
more and more newcomers choose GTA as their
home, the challenges faced by them are steadily on
therise.

Despite the challenges, education is given utmost
precedence not only in Tamil community but in all
communities. Through personal as well as work
experience, | am well aware of the daily challenges
and barriers faced by newcomer students and
parents as it relates to the school system.

As a community outreach worker working with the
underserved population for over a decade, | have
been able to notice a number of concerns that
require a solution that is two fold. First, the
responsibility lies on the Schools and the Board and
secondly, ownership lies in the hands of the
parents to address the gaps.

Enabling parents to navigate the system better is
critical in ensuring an equitable, accessible and
quality education for the future.

Schools would benefit greatly when they find
meaningful ways of engaging parents from around
the community, getting them involved and provide
input in support of their children's learning.
Collaborative and inclusive partnerships among
schools, families and their communities are
essential to improving student learning and to
increase a shared sense of accountability for public
education. In order to improve the engagement
between schools and parents, the diversity of the
area has to be reflected in schools. This means,
teachers as well as the administration have to

parent aduocacy in schools

Trustee | York Region District School Board
Town of Markham —ward 7 & 8

reflect the population they are serving. This will
not only increase accessibility but also reduce the
language barrier.

For these changes to come about parents should
be proactive and advocate for what they want to
seein their schools. Parents have a key role to play
in their children's education. All schools have
parent councils which are the parent advisory body
for that school and a Parent Council Advisory
Committee at the Board level.

As a parent your first stepis to join such an advisory
body. Most parents only connect with school
when there is a desire to fix something for their
own child orwhen there is a special education need
or to express anger about a new policy being
imposed. The greatest motivator for a parent to
engage school is always a “problem”. It is also
important to remember that the capacity to
advocate is not distributed equally among all
parents. Hence connecting with the parent
advisory council gives you a better chance to voice
your concern collectively and collaborate with
other parents who know how to work the system.

Education policy encourages parents' involvement
and parents are asked to be partners in their
children's education by doing things like helping
with homework, communicating with the teacher
and volunteering at school. Being constantly
involved in your child's education and knowing
how to “work the system” gives you the knowledge
and power to deal with any issues concerning your
child.

Your child's education is too important to be left
solelytothe educators. Get involved today.
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Civilization and culture are both words that
signify the growth and image development of
human achievement over many thousands of
years .Though there is no distinction made
between these two words in everyday usage,
scholars classify such transformation of humans
into two categories; external growth(outward
growth ) and internal growth (inward growth).

Food, clothing, shelter, sculptures and paintings
are examples of outward growth of humans.
These vary according to the place and era. This
outward growth is termed as civilization. Love,
grace, truthfulness, benevolence, dignity, bravery
and hospitality are examples of inward growth of
humans. They will not vary from time to time or
place to place. This inward growth is termed as
culture.

Based on this; duty, conduct, truthfulness, dignity
,bravery, hospitality, benevolence, mercy, not
drinking alcohol, truthfulness,
goodness(nobility) and honoring the elders are
cultural aspects nursed by our ancestors. [t is not
possible to discuss all the above aspects in this
essay. This essay will discuss three distinct
cultural values, namely, duty, dignity and
benevolence.

Our ancestors had a firm conviction that everyone
should treat their duties with the highest regard.
This is evident in a poem written by a poet,
Ponmudiyar, who belonged to the Sangam period.
The poem is as follows:

It is my prime duty to bear and bring him up, Itis
his father's duty to make him a virtuous man, It is
the duty of the blacksmith to provide him with a
lance; It is the duty of the king to teach him how
to conduct himself (in war). It is the son's duty to
destroy the elephants and win the battle of the
shining swords and return [victorious].

As Diaspora Tamils, what are our duties to
preserve our culture in foreign countries and in
present circumstances? Our prime duty is to
preserve our Tamil cultural heritage and language
in order to pass them over to the next generation.
We wonder how many of us have been equal to
this task. The bitter truth is that, if we fail to fulfill

Cultural values of Tamils
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this duty, we too may have to face the same fate as
what happened to the Tamils who emigrated from
Tamil Nadu to Guyana, Mauritius, South Africa, Fiji
and Seychelles to mention a few. Hence, we all should
not fail in transmitting our cultural values and Tamil
language to the next generation.

An individual should always maintain his /her
dignity. In the case that one loses his/her dignity, itisa
better option to die. The importance of preserving
dignity, curse of losing dignity and the excellence in
losing one's life in relation to dignity, are three issues
that have been stated by Thiruvalluvar in the chapter
dignity (Self-respect).

Without dignity it is meaningless to live. In the case
dignity is lost, we may perish if we fail and by doing
so we could rise up to the pinnacle. Furthermore, itis
important that we do not act in any way to undermine
our dignity. This has been said by Thiruvalluvar in the
following Thirukkural as follows: “Actions that
would degrade one's family should not be done,
though they may be so important that not doing them
would end in death™.

People who lose self-respect and dignity have been
equated to the hairs fallen from the head. Similar to
how people despise the hair that fall from the head, the
society hates those who fall from status. This has
been said by Thruvalluvar in a Thirukkural as
follows: “They who have fallen from their position
are like the hair which has fallen from the head”.

Those who live in this world worship and praise those
who die when they could not sustain their dignity and
those who could not bear the loss of dignity.
Thiruvalluvar states: The world will always praise
and adore the fame of the honorable that would rather
die than suffer indignity. We know from Sangam
history one Kanaikal Irumporai died refusing to drink
water, which was disrespectfully served to him by the
king's guard. We should follow the footsteps of our
ancestors who valued dignity.

Benevolence is a precious word that means realizing
the needs of the society, those who have should help
those who do not have in order to balance life. Those
who do not have the means include those not having
wealth, not having knowledge and not having
capability. Hence, benevolence signifies that
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whatever is needed for someone should be given
by those who possess.

Benevolence portrays all places are the same, all
people are our relatives, and therefore we should
help each other. Almost 2000 years ago, Kaniyan
Poonkunranar the poet of Sangam Era
proclaimed aloud thus: “Every country is my
own and all the people are my kinsmen”.

The benevolence extended to others should not
have any expectations in return. This has been
stated by Valluvar, the great moral philosopher:
“Benevolence seeks not a return. What does the
world give back to the clouds? Without rain,
would we have drinking water? Would vegetation
grow without rain? Is food feasible without rain?
Is the existence of organisms possible without
rain? Rain itself quenches the thirst and acts as a
food; in return it becomes crucial to synthesize

food. What is reciprocated to the rain by the people
living in the world? Does rain expect anything in
return from the people of the universe?”

This should be our commitment to the community we
live in. Kumanan and [layankudimaranar have
extended their benevolence in the foregoing manner.
We in the same manner have to extend our help for
those who lost their livelihood in our mother land
back home due to the war. Helping those who do not
have adequate food, drinking water, clothing, shelter,
medicine etc, is our duty. In a nutshell we have to
extend material support and financial assistance for
our kith and kin who are struggling hard to survive.
We also have to preserve the Tamil heritage, which
our forefathers have passed tous. Like our forefather,
we need to hand over our heritage to the next
generation.
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2 emievor 2 eraflei ] 2 (@EHs 2 ewLufler o
2_sopeilLblery. Crmise LGHIOTD, FdbRSE
eigneTeoed eunmp eulfluflentn) @evreoTEIMILD 6T
2 peysEns & o Heteunn. erwb e Geormy
Guetdfllyrhs sLOpLOIL&ener Brepw Guetofls
&MUGUNLD. SIBEHS HEWEO(LPeHDEGLD emasWwefilGLmLD.
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NCCT’s office opening ceremony on January 15t 2011
Fargudh S0Pl GBI Mavar - 2011, mararf 152% BnhyiienarbBILn LI

senquwilt urFmenwearm 2 miinlean Gursd SevaiyT
(Paul Calandra, MP of Markham-Oakridges)
SleuTHenTed SHeniqwd i CeFlw emeuulssr
g@meuanind GF WD 2 GHCLTHLLTMDTSHG
Hohg meudbsiLL L g|.

QsTLibal @erdCwr urpTepwsm Crrmerdyr
&g 2 miindeni FGsner (pGm (Glen Murray,
MPP Toronto Center) Sjeujsefadr eumipdaieny
BALLGUDDEI. eflugsd HLFd BHemevauf anindEHe0
®&0emmlsy (Micheal Ignatiff, Liberal party
leader) syaujsefiant sumpdaienguhd Heudl
Quuileitad (Navadeep Bains, MP Missisauga-
Brampton South) sjaujseflest sumipsgienguib

uTAHSOULL gl

uryT@bweeam 2 niider upmls dmsyemt (Patrick
Brown, MP of Barrie) sjeujseiesn sumpdsis
Gauigemw urfd slsd (Parm Gill, Candidate
Brampton-Springdale) ojoujsemhd aurddsy.
Beoufsenend GHTLIHS WIf&HED 7D el Ly
IH&Y Femu 2 mifen Georse &ewiLg)
DIUTHEHLD UTPHSHIGNT GULPRIHGIT].

NCCT’s head office in Scarborough was
ceremonially opened by Paul Calandra, MP of
Markham-0Oakridges on January 15th 2011 at
1lam.

Greetings of Michael Ignatiff (MP and Liberal
pary leader) and Navdeep Bains (MP of
Mississauga-Brampton South were read by
Navdeep Bains assistant.

Greeting of Patrick Brown (MP of Barrie) was
read by Parm Gill (Candidate of Brampton-
Springdale).

Logan Kanapathy, Councillor for Markham 7,
gave a greeting as well.
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National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT)
HAQIH BZIOIPT GBI Ssyariier GBI, ITHTaNI 10D 1TTTHE 11
s 3 s

National Directors

Mohan Ramakrishnan Chairperson

Neethan Shan Vice Chairperson (General)

Siva Vimalachandran Treasurer & Speaker
Darishika Selvasivam Secretary

Kavitha Senthilmurugan Tamil Media Spokesperson
Krisna Saravanamuttu English Media Spokesperson
Raj Subramaniam Audit and Governance Committee
Shagare Senthilgumar National Director

Provincial Directors (Eastern Canada)

Majooran Manoharan

Vice Chairperson (Eastern Canada)
Sebastiampillai Thomas Treasurer
Subitha Tharmakulasegaram Secretary
Theiventhiram Selvadurai Director

Provincial Directors (Ontario)

Pirabha Nalliah Vice Chairman(Ontario)
Luxy Sritharan Secretary

Nanthini Vijayapavan Treasurer
Mahendran Manikam Director
Ashok Nithiananthan Youth Director
Deva Sabapathy Provincial Coordinator

The official oath ceremony of the National
Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT) was held

at the Everest Banquet Hall on July 10th, 2010.

The ceremony was launched by respectable
guests from the community followed by the
oath swearing in ceremony. The elected
representatives from the National, Provincial
and Regional read their respective oaths which
marked the functional existence of National
Council of Canadian Tamils.

Provincial Directors (Western Canada)

Sureka Selvaratnam
Vice Chairperson(Western Canada)

Regional Directors (Ontario)

Patrick Jeyaratnam Regional Coordinator
Meialagan Perampalam York Regional Coordinator
Kan Ketheeswaran Centre Regional Coordinator
Varathan Somasundaram Fast Regional Coordinator
Balasingham Subramaniam West Regional Coordinator
Bavaneethan Nadarajah Regional Director
Demison Alwin Regional Director

Gobi Muthulingam Regional Director

James Mariyanayagam Regional Director
Kokilathas Shanmugam Regional Director
Kugan Rasalingam Regional Director

Kumar Gnanasegaram Regional Director
Rangan Thevarajah Regional Director

Robert Gnanapragasam Regional Director
Ruban Ram Regional Director

Senthilkumar Veluchchamy Regional Director
Shanthinee Sivakumaran Regional Director
Thavam Krishnarajah Regional Director
Thiru Ponnuthurai Regional Director

Vicky Seevaratnam Regional Director

semgws slpf Cadlw ojemeuullesr
2_HBWrsLLel (IPHeL DoFe uLened 101D
Brel Fellgglpeno, wremsv 5:00 Wemwid @

1199 Gseong eiglullsd yembhHIsTeN eTeuGysivol
LSTETLE beugdley semgw, sl Cxdlw
QETgBUHDRISET, y56USS0,
FenGE &L BrHmel 6T L rbllssa).

QarLjha Q&fley QeuwliLLlL sengw ST
Gz dlw, wramewt wHm Lyrhdul LySbgssi

2_miFewrd ehSs swg Usnllenw Sy rbLilsse].
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Tamil Asylum Seekers - Tamil Refugee MYV F6T & Si116050 b BIO) NBHBAbEDH
N . sarg kb Hiipt GHy Ul Smaluisr 2 Halupb rrhisam T
Coordinating Committee (TRCC) - B0 SUBE AT ey BRHMANIHSHI
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Hundreds of Tamil asylum seekers, escaping @evmiens rflar LG (WpenDaHeTsd B(mHHal
war and persecution by the hands of the Sri SeTeuSDHETE CPETD ISRSBETTE MV Fei1 &
Lankan government, had spent a grueling three ST Fr&E@GS SLILEL Liev

months at sea on board a cargo ship called the @Lisemenud srewng &womy 492 sl

MYV Sun Sea to seek refuge in Canada. The SeeH6T Hehad Camfl eustigneu] Lflligag
ship, carrying 490 Tamil refugees, docked off QareobLiuTens 6UbSEmL bS]

the shores of Vancouver Island in British

Columbia, Canada. @eufseile aumDSmW (PETEILH SO

FAps YMLLULSSEBRL BuTrTed
urglssiulGLrGa@n weafls 2 fen
BmeLSEHEGLTe Hheud (CWVHR), Serguls
s0lp] GsElw emeu(NCCT), Semguwl eilg
2_flensd@&red(CHRV), FLL 6u6OsBT Geomsst
6UT6OLLD6TT (Lorne Waldman) opmid Hestestmjeus
Qe FlmsueTmasT @mewibg ‘SOl
25HE6T @(HRIElmemUILSE WD’ e
DIEOWLIEHL S (HEUTSHSEILIG).

The Canadian-Tamil community responded by
establishing the Tamil Refugee Coordinating
Committee (TRCC), a coalition of Tamil com-
munity organizations and groups from broader
Canadian society. The National Council of
Canadian Tamils (NCCT), the Centre for War
Victims & Human Rights, the Canadian Human
Rights Voice (CHRYV), the law office of Mr.
Lorne Waldman, as well as a representative

] @6l @EHRSOLLILSGEGWeTeg FlL Flume,
from Amnesty International.

wefllgriloren 2 gealsenensd QFllougHE
gour® CFwsg. GLEID 666D
ubSOLES SiEleel, solpTse
Qu(EbUTETemLWTES sur(p GrmmesT@rmealsd

The Coordinating Committee is providing over-
all strategic direction to ensure legal representa-
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tion and humanitarian assistance for the Tamil
refugees. A legal defense team is assembled
that will be overseeing legal representation for
the refugees in Vancouver and also helping to
connect them with family members living in
Toronto, home to the largest Tamil Diaspora. As
well, TRCC is providing humanitarian assis-
tance by working closely with the Canadian
Red Cross to provide emergency care packages
and the Canadian-Tamil business community
that has generously donated clothing and
essential supplies. TRCC is actively working
with social service organizations like Women's
shelters and Children’s counseling centers as
well as with the British Colombia Legal Aid to
provide relevant aid and assistance to the
refugees.

A number of Canada wide groups like the
Canadian Peace Alliance, the Ontario
Federation of Labour, the Canadian Association
of Sexual Assault Centers, and the Canadian
Arab Federation are adding their voices to the
TRCC to ensure that the refugees are treated
with compassion and afforded their due process
in accordance with Canadian law. The NCCT
has been in continuous dialogue with the
Canadian government to assist the Tamil
Refugees.

sariquigdh s CaxFu el
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2 66N QIEUTSHENSE 2 Meleuny s EmhL 6o1
QsTLjysmen ghLGSSUD SO OITSS SIS
wellgmiwrer (penmulled esupRSIL SLemL &6,
SsFHwrsudull QUL SemeT Q& Ehlsviemels
FRGSHET 2 geluar GEHiguTsea|D
pREWG. sH&HMTE SEhabd Gsmiw
SIENETTEU(HLD H6oTIQUl [BTLIgeTT &FLL

gL RsEnsECsHU elemfésslul @, weflsEruw
SlglilenLulled BLSSLLL GeuenstBiGIDesTaLD
CaLP&0TmILGE. Q&G D, FpH
SIMLILSES6NTET QLSTETIS6, FIMI6UT S EThS STe0T
SBeurgenen enlowld, WwHmid Uifiligag
Qareublwreled 2 eften FLL 2 gedluj 6o
Gaemeuwmen gliLienL. 2 FelSHensTuild 6UPRIS
aums QFUSH.

SOD DSIHET @ (HMISEDDLILISE (LDEL 60T
B\wewhgl HETGU  DEOLOSIS Fnl L 6uoil
(Canadian Peace Alliance), eeuymflGwm
Qzrfhersrgeier FbGWLsTD (Ontario
Federation of Labour), umedlwsd elsdsvmelsd
UTEESLILLLAITHEHSES 2 S6.sHl6D
BlensuwmiEeilesT snl L emioliLi(the Canadian
Association of Sexual Assault Centres), Seviigul
Spy& FGwenesid(Canadian ArabFederation)
SITILIENT  SevTigll FLLRISEDHEE SjEOLDul,
seLraling usedL Ganfl auhs Sisdlsenen
wesligmiorer (penmuled BLBS
Beuswi(hiGeteyd GoHL (H&OISTEwILG).
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http://www.canada.com/news/Canadian+authorities+board+Tamil+ship+coast/3389968/story.html
http://news.nationalpost.com/2010/08/12/rcmp-board-tamil-ship-reports/
http://www.france24.com/en/20100813-canada-sri-lanka-ship-carrying-tamil-asylum-seekers-
Vancouver-sun-sea-toews
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Black July

Sarqugdh olpF ChFAw e
National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT)
—»*  Conseil National De Tamouls Canadien

NCCT organized a vigilance gathering to
remember the innocent civilians killed in the

government organized pogrom against the
Tamil civilians, more commonly known as the
July 1983 riots in Sri Lanka. The event which
had thousands of attendees was held on
Sunday July 23rd at Queens Park. The event
speakers focused on; international independent
inquiry into the war crimes committed during

the final stages of the war, bringing internation-

al attention to the prisoners of war and until
these two conditions are met, economic sanc-
tions need to be implemented. At the end of
the event, a candle-lit vigilance was held with
the following declaration, “We will not rest
until a just solution is achieved”.

http://www.torontosun.com/news/
torontoandgta/2010/07/25/14824216.html

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/295136

Genssevaursdlar Gumrgl usdlwmenr yliumeill
QU GIESEN6T Bleneuey SnmieugIL 6T oL
GumgmlL geiiemDWD gohurT@ QFuss.

sLHS lg Wrsb 23D s
eruhmisEpsnowaim (@ulered Lmysslsd
LeLeLTWIT & SIS SHT60 D&HSH6T 66TTM Fnlg 1983
Sile @ensssveursslent GuTE Lsdlwimest
Suuralll QUTGILSHensT [Blemesiey Fu b eury.
@6l Blaspaled 2 smyurpolweuysst, @mig
Wsssslear Gurgy GLbeupm Gumis
Ghomsenet FraBss Bl ellFTranensEnsE
2 LLBSs Gsuswr@wertald GUTTEHmeHlEemen
eTeuBss 2 eudlar seussHnE CHmeEd
SU(BLD euemT QUT(HEMTETIS SemLeow alglsEs
Gouettt(hGWetTaYd BHL (HGET6ToTL 6011
nigluiled, Gowe afsd ghml "awg
@l emLubd eusm) ew m @b
stent 2 migl Gl gHn saTHs
BBURGEHLET HEDe| Benmebng.

http://www.torontosun.com/news/
torontoandgta/2010/07/25/14824216.html

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/295136
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Protesting Arrival of Sri Lankan
President
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Beuhiens MWMTHUF FHS TTRISFS
AIBEDHNUT B HHT SHTTITLLID H&TanD BLHF %1

On September 17, 2010 the NCCT organized a
protest demonstration to oppose the arrival of
the Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa,
who addressed the UN General Assembly in
New York. He is under heavy scrutiny by
international human rights organizations for his
role in ultimately commanding the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces which allegedly committed war
crimes and crimes against humanity during the
final stages of Sri Lanka’s war last year.

sLHS LUTLLrgl wrsb 171 Fladl sengus
slpT Csdlw ewel, SeTgwd SO WLESEN
oMb, wells 2 fenwssT yFeusTTss
@ememihg Qurye@rrealsd 2 sien HOWIFGESE
GlEDENISH HTHTHSHHIETT (LPeoTevTed LFLILITLLLD
PETEDD FLEBleoT].

yrlLrgl wreb plyurisssd peoLGubm
o&EWL FrES&6T FeoL Iy ew &L LSESTLIfls)
LRI UDDIUSHSTS euhend ha Fbleomsr
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Thousands of Canadians Tamils protested
Rajapaksa’s arrival and encouraged the US
ambassador to Canada to push for an increased
standard of accountability from Rajapaksa in
the spirit of the US War Crimes Act and the
Geneva Conventions. Canadian-Tamils were
displeased that thus far the Sri Lankan
Government has been uncooperative with the
UN advisory panel.

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/297736

memglugl wdlhs TrRUSFalsT alHmHEMULIS
BEGSHID, SLES aGLD NP WsHssSem
Gurg @LWLEUDD WelslBUTaIGmS Cplg
wensE FreuGss Bl allEryenemissmen
50&EL ELeugsemaulsd FOUGL Fflsumist
TDE (G HMeunsiiléeneuiiged HimISSIDrmibd
SICwNEs grems @eal_wgsled (PpHeTenio
LURns eudls@rmid euellumssl el
SLTUUTCLD @ bEuUbHDE.

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/297736
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Municipal Elections

The NCCT had launched its Vaakkali Thamila
campaign leading up to the Toronto Municipal
elections. The campaign focused on the
community understanding the importance of
exercising their right to vote. Regardless of
which candidates may win, high voter turnout
ensures that Torontonians were engaged in the
electoral process. There was community
involvement in all areas of the electoral process,
from candidacy, to volunteers, to voter turnout.

The voter turnout for this year’s municipal
elections was over 50 percent, compared to the
36 percent voter turnout in the previous
election. The Vaakkali Thamila campaign’s
main goal was to ensure better voter turnout
both within the community and in the city as a
whole, and from the numbers the campaign has
achieved its goal. The NCCT would like to
thank everyone who participated in the
electoral process and is hoping to articulate
the needs of the community to those who will
hold office in the city of Toronto.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

2010 BEBT FaIIH BHIHaIN oIBIBAT HI6v
B HH 6IBHBIIT LB

saqug ST CsHw Demer eursse
slpr araTenid Liyssmrsdlen epeod SO
L&l aurdE alflssms FsAILGH
@& (WEFW CrrasLm@L. Wi(hEE
UTSEEMSHCDID eTaTLems LB &(HESled
Oarerenngl e155ement GUT euTSHs6MEEIGMMLD
FRTLSET JUFLSnS uedlnSSuig).

2)g6giged Uysensgled sapssde
UmisefiLD @&semplilb (rres
SEODLWLICUDDS6T aleneTeurs, HLbS UL
BLbEE Gzrselsd 36 elldlsCo aursseilss
&6, @eleumLhd 50% ealdlssHameud
srewig @ 2 miglurer ailGeuspeiem gy Hmed
Bl@hs SO FPSTWSMS 2 (HeuTss suf
G553 BslaumsuiBon sarqus ST
Gl me SMAGH WEHELEGLD S
pedlullenens Gsflelsgis Qarsidlaing.
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Academic Outreach

The NCCT was invited to lecture for a course on
Peace and Conflict Studies (PACS 202) at the
University of Waterloo.

The lecture focused on an analysis of the Tamil
minority's ongoing struggle for self-determina-
tion. Starting off with a recap of this historical
context from which the armed resistance
emerged, the lecture concluded with a discus-
sion on the current plight of the Tamil minority
on the island of Sri Lanka. Under the main
theme of the Tamil people’s right to self-deter-
mination, important topics discussed in the lec-
ture include; colonization, the Vaddukoaddai
Resolution, lack of accountability, war-crimes,
genocide, and the Tamil Diaspora.

The NCCT believes in initiatives that aim to
educate the Canadian community about the
issues relating to Canadian-Tamils. These ini-
tiatives often help to dispel myths, prevent
xenophobia, and break stereo-typing of the
community.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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GAITLLIST LIS0HaN60H HIPHHIH60
GUIBID FILITFHIDLPID LDYII aflflajeny

@eumL_LTeum (University of Waterloo)

LIS EMEVE SIS S ST DlemipLisml! eHm)
segWs ST GsFlw jemeu GuUT(HLD
FOTHTEI(PLD  6T601D HemevLiLiled ellifleyenir
@EVTEDD  CULPRISILIG].

@seuailfleysmyullsd FAmiLmestemoullen Lol
&Mt Feoll BErifs Garilsansssms
QarLg&dlwmes GuUIITLLmISsT UbHPlub,
Angluiled BlevrimassSalsd S D& Seren
@&t Blemeo UDHDIWD @ TTwliblLg).
@euaifleyenguilest SHLUOUTHEMTS HLOLD
w&EeTe W Bifewiw 2 flswo ummlubd,

2 _6TENMLMmISEeUTSE (HYBWDHDL, Ul HisCaETLemL g
gyonen, 2 gsreurglilsieno, GUTT&@GMnmLD,
Bevfli, Led QUWhE Sy LbHmlLb
SULTTWLLCL .

ST (PpUHFWTS, SeTgul FpsSSIHE
SeQUWS SO W&seMe LijsFeansnsensn
SRSEGIETD @ FHSTILIOTS JOOHESESTH
L Hosveung), EsipaiBaBLILSHT SO
waEse 165 sLLalpss el Liu@d

2 _eRiennsE Lpburer Qauiglssneiub,
segul Fapsd SOIPTHET 15EH STLHLWD
CaupienLw &S 2560 SaIDE!.




NCCT’s Lobbying at the
International Arena

NCCT has been working closely with Global
Tamil Forum (GTF) in the Boycott Sri Lanka
campaign and the war crimes investigation.
NCCT will continue to provide its support to
Global Tamil Forum.

NCCT along with the United States Tamil
Political Action Council (USTPAC) organized
a protest in front of the UN Consulate in New
York. The Canadian Tamils reiterated the
importance of the US to promote human rights
and accountability in the island of Sri Lanka
by bringing war criminals to justice.

NCCT has also decided to formally join the
partnership with Tamils Against Genocide
(TAG) to pursue criminal and civil litigation
against Sri Lanka officials complicit in
war-crimes, genocide, and crimes against
humanity.

http://www.globalpeacesupport.com/
globalpeacesup-
port.com/post/2010/07/21/Tamil-Country-
Councils-TAG-announce-legal-partnership.aspx

2 sarqug SlpF CaAw oimeu
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SIS SI0IT CHF enal
FIaB33 DL LHFHU Bananibihl AFTIDIBHHG0

sengwd s GaFL Sjemel 2 _0&SHOLD
eTMESIL66T (Global Tamil Forum) @enemibgl
Al somsmelest CUTT&EEGDD elleTremsmissmen
WpaQe@UUsHETeT GFwhLr@seiaid

adlfl Upesmrsdan FOULG suhaSlemaE.

2/6wflEs Wlp rFlwued QFwed

e (United States Tamil Political Action
Council-USTPAC) BlyBuri&&led 2 6iten
OflEEs HMESITFIHD (P& gHUTE
QFlg IiuTLLGHled Hevbd OHTERILgl.
Gueud Gl FILTLL S0 Hevbg QamemiL
sangWg SOPTHET @evmenss Helsy 2 efen
BuUTTSEDHDeuTslGEemeT 2 sudle (psiT Bimis
el 2 flemosensnuld HMHaTes
2_SFTUTSSMBWD CQLHDISSHOTDID
S|Qwfl&Es rms GeuallwdHHled (LpSHeuTenD
URens eudls@ron sueluyngsls CslGs
& T EUBTL6DTIT.

Goauid seTguid ST CsFlw Dismeu

gD @eroullient aHTEH@Gn DieMDLILIL 6T
(Tamils Against Genocide-TAG) (Lp6wOLILILG
@enemhg el 2 flemo WBmevse,
@eveulflliy, GumFs@mmD GUTSTmeLDHEHD
Uiibs FMleomsT SrenFuild g6t

2 _wrdlarflaemenud Hal ellFTrenemtsEnsE

o Lu@sadlan QewunsliLmissafle LURGsHS
giworesfls glseng,.
hitp://www.globalpeacesupport.com/globalpeacesup

ort.com/post/2010/07/21/Tamil-county-councils-
TAG-announce-legal-partnership.aspx
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United Nation Advisory Panel
Submission

The United Nations Advisory Panel set up by
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon to advise him
of human rights violation in Sri Lanka during
the end of the conflict has called for submis-
sions from organizations and individuals.

The NCCT will be providing a submission to
the advisory panel and encourage all organiza-
tions and individuals to do the same. NCCT
will work with other like-minded organizations
namely Center for War Victims and Human
Rights (www.cwvhr.org) in encouraging the
Tamil Canadians and non-Tamil Canadians to
submit a submission to the UN Panel describ-
ing the importance of having an independent
international inquiry to investigate Sri Lanka’s

war crimes.
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HariqIh SI0IPT GHH 1 Disnal
ILGUIFDHDH SHAPSLID HBAGUBEDAIT
FIOTTNIIISH DG HUTTTHS BTN BT HI.

BleoommeSEalesT aLEG, FpHE aurp SOLHLD
&S Bg o5&, SEULESTEI, Flemm,
fsdlreueng, QHTemev, STEUTLEEUTSED,
QUETTEET OHTETT 6UETT(LPEDMSE, SHLLTWIL
URGSUIULL @)L Quuifey Gureim Li6v
ausTQFWeLSsT @)L CQubmisene, SHGELIT
&b @Lbeumslemes. @. Br. GEwesomery
urest & ewpevileormed HlLOGSULLL &, HI.

2 BeorFemenE WD, @mSGumfler Gumg)
Geomensuled @LbOUDHD GsieuTmre Wellg
2 flewo WBpsvsemeTwd, LTSleaslL GLmifls
ellugrisensTud FOTULISEG0LIM Fops
SIEMIDLILSSHEmEMULD, S6vTl HLITSHemeTULD
C:AMG ]

Guh@MUIl Leaurm, sengws SBlpT Gzdlw
SEmel  SealssemeT BFaflss 6 EWaIDE
gyilliug wl@wsieurg, LD &eps
SIMULESHETUD Hevll BFLUTSHEMETULD $56160
senen FFULSG0LINID Ceuswly BHEISTDS.
BHS5I0 @EMILILG GURKGD SIEMOLILITET
Gurpmed uTSlsasliL BLTBEGWD wells 2 fleow
8psLsEnS @G0T HHeaud (CWVHR) 6160im
SIOILILIL 66T B)enewihal SHeoniqis SLOIpTEHemen
W seTgWsd SOPT eveurGamengud G)el
alLwsgled WB@HsEsmD CFansHIoTDib
B HOBTETSITTDSI-

HeoLs00UNID SHHeUHMET QLU ILGSS
emswellliLges cpsuld @evmensulled @ bGLIHMD
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NCCT’s 20-20 vision for Canadian
Tamils:

A blue print for Canadian Tamils Vision 20-20
is being developed.

To develop and implement this plan NCCT will
engage the various Tamil community
organizations and Tamil community members.

In this we would consider the following area:
Social service, political engagement,
Immigration services, employment, education,
health, Tamil culture and heritage,
remembering our identity.

Also we would analyze the needs of youth,
seniors and women.

We will release the blue print before the end of
the 2011 first quarter.
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Office Space:

NCCT opened its office at the following
address:

5310 Finch Ave East, Unit 10
Scarborough, Ontario. M1S 5ES8.
Pone: 416-646-7624 / 1-866-263-8622
Email: info@ncctcanada.ca

The office will be open to public from Monday,
December 6th, 2010. Office hours are 4pm to
8pm, Monday to Sunday.

Join us at Face book: National Council of
Canadian Tamils (NCCT)

Membership Drive:
NCCT relies on each and every one of you to

join our effort. Membership forms can be
obtained at the NCCT head office.
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ATTIC INSULATION

There are over 1 million homes with not enough

[ ] I ® I
Attic Insulation!
is your home one of them?
Call for more information and free quotation:
Gieods alupmislELd, Seoeus HLGLEHEGD SeDpumiseT:

Supa. Raventhiran
&Ll JelmbETeoT

ENERecon Inc.

Tel: 416-847-7171
Cell: 416-939-9353
Fax: 416-847-7181

info@enerecon.com

www.enerecon.com

RIR RAJEE AUTO SERVICES

LICENSEDTECHNICIANS ONDUTY
197 Bellamy Rd., Scarborough, ON M1J2L3

www.car399.com Email: rirrojeeautoservices@gmail.com

Affiliate Realty Inc.
Member Broker
Broker

Thava Eliyathamby, mea

Broker
“Committed to Excellence”

BUY SELL
MORTGAGES

Commercial Residential :
Business Investment g

INCOME TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICE
Mathan Tax Service

Brillio.nt
Brainers =

[istey

JK — Grade 6

PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR
HOME WORK AND SPECIAL TEACHING CLASSES

Teaching Classes For High School Students
Grade 7,8,9,10, 11, 12.

carborough Location: | Markham Location:

80 F Nashdene Rd. Unit 129 | St. Andrews United Church
Scarborough, Ont. | 32 main $t. Markham,
= M1V 5E4 | L6B 163

(416) 797 - 0267 /(416) 412 4357
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News Letter - Summary - June 2011- 2™ Issue

Introduction: This is the second official newsletter from the National Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT or “The
Council”) to update community members on the progress of our work. We use these short newsletters to update you
on major projects the Council is involved with. For instance, in the first newsletter we highlighted some of the Council's
maijor initiatives including our work on: Tamil Remembrance Day, demonstrations against Sri Lankan war criminals,
civic engagement at the municipal, provincial, and federal levels, and educating non-Tamils about the ongoing plight
of our people.

This second newsletter will provide you with a succinct update of the Council's work from January 2011-June 2011.

Town hall meetings: Town hall meetings were held across the Greater Toronto Area and in Montreal. In these
meetings the Council's structure, activities and future plans were thoroughly explained. The Town Halls also provided
an excellent venue for community members to provide input on the future direction ofthe NCCT.

Public Demonstrations: On January 7" a public protest rally was held against War Criminal Mahinda Rajapaksa
visiting U.K. On May 6" protest rallies were held along with other Tamil organizations against the continuous killing and
abduction of Tamil civilians in Sri Lanka.

Rehabilitation: The NCCT is committed to helping provide humanitarian relief and rehabilitation for the war-affected
Tamils living in the island. When Eastern Sri Lanka was hit by the floods, NCCT immediately donated $6500 to help
those who lost their livelihoods. NCCT continues to help families who are affected by the war.

Municipal Election and Federal Election: - NCCT actively encouraged voter turnout from Tamil Canadians in the
recent Municipal and Federal elections through the “Vaakali Thamilza” campaign.

Genocide Remembrance Month:

- Blood Donation campaign with CBS: May 14" blood donation campaign in remembering the genocide of Tamils
was held with overwhelming participation from the public.

- BigBike Ride to help the Heart & Stroke Foundation Research.

- Genocide Remembrance Day - May 18" A candle light vigil was held on May 18" with thousands of Tamils
participating. Speakers at the rally included MPs, MPPs and prominent members of Canadian society. Nearly
8,000 members of the community participated.

In search of Justice: - NCCT endorsed a public forum along with other non-Tamil and Tamil community
organizations.

NDP Convention and Passing of resolution: From July 17-19 a delegation of NCCT members along with the Tamil
Workers' Alliance attended the 50" annual convention of the New Democratic Party of Canada. The Tamil delegation
brought forward a resolution requesting the official opposition party of Canada to support the call for an international
war crimes inquiry into Sri Lanka. The motion passed unanimously by over 1000 New Democrats from across
Canada.

Channel 4 Killing Fields DVD distribution: There are over 50,000 DVDs that have been distributed by NCCT so far.
Part of the distribution was global including Europe, New Zealand, India, Indonesia, Thailand, Kenya, South Africa.
We continue to distribute to other community members, MPs, MPPs, and Councilors. The NCCT will continue the
DVD distribution in its efforts to raise awareness about the war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by the
SriLankan Governmentin 2009.
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FREE LIMO SE'H\!IGEI
for your complete package:

C.K.Senthuran V.Vasaanth
416. 400. 8383 416. 844. 0000

The Queen Palace Banquet Hall
1173 Brimley Road, Scarborough, ON M1P 3G5
416.439.9889

www.queenpalacebanquet.com | thequeenpalace@gmail.com
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Musical delights from
Music maestro, Kalai Maamani Unnikrishnan
Roshini

Music : Mega Tuners Aravinthan
Live Music and Dances!
Donation: $20.00, $30.00, $50.00, VIP
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Open 7 days
from7 AMto 11 PM
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Tel: 416-292 9769

6065 Steeles Avenue East (Markham & Steeles), Scarborough
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National Council of Canadian Tamils
Conseil National de Tamouls Canadien

416.646.7624
info@ncctcanada.ca - www.ncctcanada.ca



