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Eulogy

Today we have gathered here to grieve, to pray, and to pay
our last respect and to bid farewell to my grandfather Mr.
Sivarajapillai. As his eldest grandson, let me take this
opportunity to reflect on his life and remember the moments
we shared with him.

My Grandfather was born in Jaffna. H e lost his parents at
an early age and was raised by his relatives. Young
Sivarajapillai was educated at Parameshwara College Jaffna,
where he excelled in both academic studies and sports. He
showed a keen interest in football and became a member of
the college football team. He kept an interest in football foe
the rest of his life.  His enthusiastic approach and
hardworking attitude of my grandpa won the admiration of
the students and the staff of Parameswara College. After
completing his advance level he joined the Department of
Fisheries as an Inspector. Soon he became the divisional

fisheries inspector for the entire Jaffna district, through
merits.

In the year of 1956, my grandfather married to my
grandmother Puvaneswari Ponnaih who was a teacher. In
the succeeding years, the happy couple became parents of
nine lovely children. He loved his children and gave good
education to all of them. '
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In his middle age, my grandfather nurtured an ambition to
become an owner of a coconut estate. Although he lacked
the resources to buy a coconut estate, he never lacked the
courage and determination to persevere with his ambition.
He took a bold step by purchasing some under-developed
lands. Through hard work these under-developed lands were
' transformed into fertile grounds for coconut plantation.
Soon he became an owner of a coconut estate spread across
many acres of land. However, the on-going ethnic conflict
in Sri Lanka, which affected many Sri Lankans, did not spare
my grandfather. He lost all his lands and the coconut estate.

He' rendered his invaluable service to the department of
fisheries for 35 years and finally retired in 1985. After his
retirement, he emigrated to Canada to be close to his children
and grandchildren.

My grandfather likes to read. The newly found spare time in
Canada facilitated his reading habit. As a result, he
accumulated an encyclopedic knowledge on a number of
subjects such as world history, civilizations and current
affairs. He also held firm opinions on many issues and often
likes to discuss and debate his beliefs with his colleagues and
relatives.

My grandpa loved his grandchildren. He often takes them to
school libraries, parks and playgrounds. Whenever my
parents couldn’t find time to take my brother and myself to
school, he volunteers to do the job. I remember a time when
he first came to our home to visit, I was so eager to earn his
respect that I printed our a map of Sri Lanka and the
provinces of Canada to show how much I had learned in
school, I would like to think that he was proud of me then.
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He wished his grandchildren to be scholars. That 1s why he
took a keen interest in their studies. He dreamed that he
should see me enter university. It is partially due to his
influence that T am progressing into university studies and
’m sure that without knowing him my personal life would
be drastically different.

He wanted us to be honest and hard working. To the last day
of his life he was working. My grandpa never rests. Never
allowed us to rest. May his soul now rest in peace.

On behalf of my family, I thank you all, friends, relatives,
neighbors and well-wishers, who have come to pay their
final respect to my dear grandfather.

By: Priandan Kethes
Thank you
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FI Mama

With profound grief and shock I remember the demise of my
beloved uncle (later became my father-in-law) Mr.
Sivarajapillai. He was married to my father’s sister. My
siblings and myself affectionately called him as “IF Mama™.
He was working as a Fisheries Inspector (FI) at the time of
his marriage and that eamed him the name “IF Mama”.
Although, later he was promoted in the ranks to become a
divisional fisheries inspector, the name “IF Mama” stayed
on.

While working in Puttalam, where my parents were
stationed, he became a friend of my father. The admirable
qualities in young Sivarajapillai persuaded my father to seek
him as a partner for my aunt.

When thinking about FI Mama, my memories goes back to
my childhood in nineteen seventies. I remember his lively
character, welcoming smile and the affection he showed
towards us. His family often visits us in our home in Nallur,
especially during festive season of Nallur temple. Likewise,
our family enjoyed many visit to his home in Meesalai.
Hospitality was one of his strengths, and he made sure that
his guests are looked after very well.

As I grew older, I came to know about his determination and
perseverance to establish a vast land of coconut estate and
admired his entrepreneurship. At the young age, 1 often
lectured by elders about the virtues of persevering an
ambition and the benefits [ would reap in life from such an
approach. 1 did not understand the importance of these
messages for a long time. However, when saw FI Mama
29
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getting rewarded for his hard work in his coconut land, I
realized what elders meant.

Later, 1 had the privilege of becoming his son-in-law by
marrying to his youngest daughter. He warmly welcomed
me into this family. In the last few years as his son-in-law, I
came to know him better, and this experience strengthen my
respect for him. My wife and me were looking forward to
have him in London for the arrival of our baby. We never
expected his fate to be decided so soon. Unfortunately, life
is such that one has to expect the unexpected. We could only
take consolation that he lived a happy and full life; having
seen his children settled well and enjoyed the company of his
grandchildren. As per his wish he departed the world
peacefully. May his soul rest in peace.

Duhinthan
Son-in‘law

NGEES

m
x{{'
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A Few feelings on Grandpa

There were a lot of things I liked about my grandpa.
I remember learning how to use the TTC bus for the first
time form him; he would come from his house to ours just to
take the bus ride with us and then after awhile of him
teaching me and my brother, we started to learn how the
TTC operates and its routes and that helped me gain new
important knowledge and made me feel smarter, and more
mature taking the bus by myself. The TTC now takes me
almost everywhere; I go to school by using the TTC.

Every time it was my birthday the first call I would receive
would always be from Grandpa wishing me the best. He
came over in his spare time to help my mom with the
gardening since he knew a lot about planting and.gardening
* fromi past experience back home in Sri Lanka. There are
more things to say but I will leave those thoughts to other
people. You will be missed always grandpa.

From your Grandson
Metturan, Kethees.

s
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One of the greatest memories [ will keep my whole life is
that my grandfather Mr. Sivarajapillai has always been there
for me no matter what.

He inspired me to study and become successful in
everything. He wanted all of his grandsons to be academic
and smart so that he would see them go to University and
become a teacher, engineer or doctor.

I remember many things about my grandfather growing up
all these,years. He took me to my math tutor when I was 9
and 10. He tanght me how to use the bus fare systems, even
if he was sick he was willing to take me to my tutor on the
bus.

On of the things my grandfather enjoyed was reading and
going to the library. He was the first person to take me to
library and.get me my own library card. Since I was too
young to sign the card, he simply signed his signature on the
card, which I still use and will continue using it the rest of
my life. He encouraged me to read and build my literacy
knowledge, because of him and his inspiration in me to study
1s why I am doing well in school all these years and really
good at reading. Without my grandfather help I wouldn’t
have been able to read a chapter book.

I also remember that one day my grandfather came to my
house and he bought me my first computer and said it was
for doing so well in school. I was really happy that he had
bought it for me and said thank you and gave him a hug. I
didn’t know how to use it at first but eventually I excelled
my way and became good at using the computer.

D
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When I got awards and certificates from school he would be
‘the first one knowing. I would come straight home after
school and, call him and tell him I had received that award.
He would be proud and happy to hear I had received that.

On Thursday May 30™ my grandfather passed away. It was
sad moment for me to have heard he passed away. His soul
will rest in peace now and will always remain in my heat,
and I will never forget that I had a grand father who was
encouraging and always willing to help out with anything.

By: Nersosan Arumugavadivel
Grandson

.t
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On Thursday afternoon (in London time) I phoned my dad’s
office he told me some bad news. He said that his dad (my
granddad) was very ill an din hospital. He also said that I
was not going to school because we were going to Canada to
see my granddad. That night, my granddad passed away in
hospital. It was a very sad day and my mom and dad were
very upset. They phoned some close friends ad relatives and
told them what happened and so they came to our house to
console everything and help my mom pack everything.

My granddad was a very hard-working man who looked after
his family well. He loved his children and grandchildren and
educated and spent a lost of money on his children.

My granddad loved to read a lot of books and spent a lot of
time reading. He loved football too and loved watching a lot
of football matches.

In 1994, my granddad and grandma visited London for their
first time and were there for my second birthday and took me
to Chessington World Park. He spoke to me on the phone
and asked my parents how I was. He asked me to study a lot
and get clever. They came back in 1998 when I was six. He
then asked me to eat quickly and was always kind to me. He
bought me a lot of things too.

My brother was the only grandchild that was never seen by
my granddad. The only times my brother saw him was in
photos and the funeral home we went to. Lots of people
came and in the funeral lots of people cried. That’s when [
was most sad because everyone was sad and couldn’t even
be present to the trip our school planned of taking us to
France my mom took me early to London as I was ill.
s

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Finally I was too weak and stayed at home.

My trip to Canada was indeed very sad. 1'd never see my
granddad again. I'll always miss my granddad. [ pray that
my granddad will rest in Pease! The memory of my
granddad will remain in my heard forever and ever!

Jaison Jeyakumar
Grand son

-35-
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My Grandpa is in Heaven

I can’t forget the memory of my grandpa. Thamby and I call
him appapah because he is my daddy’s father. Every
morning when we ate (paper out from) bed he will be
reading the Toronto Star News. So we say “Good Morning”
appapah’ and he will raise his head and say “Good Morming
Sweada” — to me and “Good Moming Harison” to Thamby.
Daddy always takes us to school by car. When he is busy
with his work grandpa takes us to school, some times by car
and sonte times by bus. As soon as we get down from the
bus he will hold me on one hand and Thamby on the other.
He taught us how to cross the road.

He sometimes takes us to the temple, to the mall and to the
park. He will allow us to play and will never mind the time.
We enjoy our selves by throwing food to bevels. He likes to
make fun and make us laugh.

An our backyard he has a beautiful vegetable garden. Even
this season he has planted Peppers, egg plants, tomatoes and

onions all in row. He will even allow us to water the plants

and make fun. We somietimes throw stones and balls, he

won’t get angry. He will say that naughty children are

intelligent. There is a swing at the backyard. He will push

Thamby and me higher and higher. So we ask him appapah

push us higher so that we can reach heaven. Now that he has

reached heaven. There is no one to push the swing as our:
dear appapah did let his soul rest in heaven!

Sweada Sivasoruban
Grand Daughter
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“Thank You”

The members of the family of late Mr.
Sellaperumal Sivarajapillai Thanks all
friends and relatives who attended the
funeral, sent floval tributes, made
telephone calls form all over the world.

" Sent messages of condolences, sent.
Meals and gave assistance in many
ways during their recent bereavement.
They also Thank everyone who are
present here today at the Anthireddy
Ceremony.

We appeciate the concern, _
consolations and comifort given to all of
us over our great loss.

Wife, sons, daughters,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law
& grand children
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